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Béisbol Pioneer Alfonso "Chico" Carresquel Passes Away at 71
by Anthony Salazar

Latino pioneer, White Sox star, Venezuelan
legend. Those words describe man who came
to epitomize the Latin legacy in baseball's his-
tory. Alfonso "Chico" Carresquel died recently
of cardiac arrest at 71 years of age. For the
past several years he had been suffering from
diabetes.

Carresquel made his mark on baseball when
he was purchased by Chicago White Sox gen-
eral manager Frank Lane to replace the aging
(and eventual Hall of Famer) Luke Appling. As
an initial part of the "Go-Go Sox" of the 1950s,
the Caracas native put together a .282 average
as a rookie in 1951 with a 24-game hitting
streak. He was selected as an All-Star that
year, and again in 1953 through 1955.

The slick fielding shortstop impressed all with
his smooth plays that came to set the stan-
dards for Latino shortstops to come. A phi-
losophical difference with manager Marty
Marion led to Carrasquel's trade from the
White Sox to the Cleveland Indians following
the 1955 season. Carrasquel's eventual re-
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placement at short was Luis Aparacio (another
eventual Hall of Famer), whom he called a '
hero and mentor.' Aparacio credited Car-
resquel with turning the younger shortstop into
the kind of ballplayer he became.

Carresquel was with the Tribe until 1958 when
he was traded to Kansas City for a season be-
fore he was shipped to the Baltimore Orioles in
1959. Though the White Sox signed him for

See CARRESQUEL, page 3

Red Sox Spanish Announcer
Killed in Car Accident
by Anthony Salazar

Juan Pedro "JP" Villaman loved working be-
hind the microphone. For over seven seasons
the Dominican broadcaster called the action for
the Boston Red Sox. Upon returning home
from a recent road trip in New York, the 46
year old lost control of his car and was killed.

Villaman began his career in broadcasting in
his hometown, San Francisco de Macoris,
where he was a DJ and baseball broadcaster.

He joined the Spanish Broadcasting Network in
1995 as a part-time announcer, shifting to full-
time in 1999. Villaman also hosted a talk show
north of Boston. He was a two-time winner of
the Circulo Dorado Award (2002 and 2005)
presented in Lawrence, Mass.

His loss is a deep tragedy to the Spanish base-
ball broadcasting community, and wil be re-
membered for the way he put us at ease with a
kind smile and warm heart.
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Still Kicking High: Honoring Juan Marichal
By Mike Shaler

On Saturday, May 22, 2005, Dr. Leonel Fernandez, the
president of the Dominican Republic, stood on a stage,

gripped the speaker's podium and gazed at the crowd on

a surprisingly warm San Francisco day. Immaculately
turned out in an understated blue suit and red tie, the for-

eign leader spoke of his time growing up in New York,
playing ball in the streets. His first hero, the president

said, was the high-kicking, hard-throwing "Dominican
Dandy," Juan Marichal.

The occasion for the foreign dignitary's words: The dedi-

cation and unveiling of a larger-than-life statue of
Marichal, on an entry plaza beside the Giants' downtown

ballpark. Sculptor William Behrends's nine-foot high ren-
dition of Marichal depicts the pitcher at the apex of his

delivery. It is a fitting tribute to Marichal, a living exclama-
tion point of testimony to the Giants and major league
baseball's discovery of Dominican talent.

Of course, as is generally known, Ozzie Virgil, the first
Dominican-born major leaguer broke in with the New York

Giants late in the 1956 season. And the club also claims
the first Dominican-born and Dominican-raised big

leaguer, Felipe Alou, who came up with the San Francisco

Giants in 1958, and today serves as the team's manager.

But, of course, it is in the person of Marichal, the first (and

to date still only) Dominican in the Hall of Fame, for whom

the Giants are most revered when it comes to an account-
ing of that first generation of Dominicans in the show.

In fact, as recently as Marichal's time, the Latino presence

in the majors, although growing, was enough of a curiosity
that in their August 9, 1965 issue Sports Ilustrated ran the
headline "Latin Conquest of the Big Leagues," underneath

a photo of Juan Marichal on the cover. The feature arti-
cle, by Robert H. Boyle, highlighted the presence of 48

Latinos in the National and American Leagues, "some of
them among the biggest stars in the game, players like

Juan Marichal, the best right-hander in baseball ..."

the reputation for being temperamental," "Latins some-
times play with a reckless individuality," and "they are very

sentimental."

(The Giants' own manager from 1961-1964, Alvin Dark,
held prejudicial views of his highly integrated-for the-time
roster of Latino and African American players.) Boyle
concludes with the line, "The march of the new conquista-
dores has just begun." Of course, with Latino presence in

the big leagues now at roughly 200 players, the latter

statement has proven true, while the sheer number of in-
dividuals precludes the blatant stereotyping of before.

Most discussions of Marichal's career include an account

of the brawl between Marichal and Los Angeles Dodger
catcher John Roseboro, the famous incident in which
Marichal clubbed Roseboro with a bat. Of that moment,
Marichal has said more than once how deeply he regrets

his actions.

Giant fans of that era point to the allegation that Rose-
boro's throws back to pitcher Sandy Koufax whizzed by

Marichal's ear. Some recall that a few seasons before,

Roseboro had been involved in a play at the plate in

which he decoyed Orlando Cepeda of the Giants into a

slide, a play that resulted in Cepeda breaking his leg.

Needless to say, though, the Marichal-Roseboro incident

changed the public perception of Marichal, and some feel

that it delayed his entry into the Hall of Fame. For his

part, Marichal has stated his gratification that he and

Roseboro made peace with each other before Roseboro's

death.

The day of the statue dedication, though, was a time for

the Dominican president to tell the assembled crowd that
when he and other students were given an assignment
from their elementary school teacher to write about an
outstanding person from their home country, that he

choose Juan Marichal.

The story, reflecting the mindset of the time, unashamedly Looking upon the array of fans, players, and team offi-

deals in such stereotypes as "Carribeans in general have
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BÉISBOL TRIVIA CHALLENGE

1. Throughout his career, Roberto Alomar
played for the following teams except:
a. New York Mets

b. San Diego Padres

c. San Francisco Giants

d. Arizona Diamondbacks

2. Who was the first Latino selected as a
starter in an All-Star Game?
a. Roberto Clemente

b. Alfonso Carresquel

c. Orlando Cepeda
d. Jesus Alou

3. Tony Fernandez has the distinction for:
a. Playing for the Blue Jays five times

b. Playing all nine positions in one game
c. Pitching both ends of a doubleheader
d. Hitting four home runs in one game

4. Juan Marichal was a perennial All-Star
pitcher from:
a. 1960-1970

b. 1965-1972

c. 1963-1975

d. 1962-1971

5. Which team hosts "Merengue Night"?
a. Florida Marlins

b. Los Angeles Dodgers

c. Houston Astros

d. San Diego Padres
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RESOURCES TO CHECK OUT
The Chavez Ravine story:
http://ww. bullfrogfilms.com/catalog/chavez. html 

http://ww. pbs.org/independentlens/chavezravine/
film.html

http://ww.ballparks.com/baseball/national/dodger.htm

"Chavez Ravine, 1949: A Los Angeles Story," by Don
Normark. Published by Chronicle Books (1999).
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the 1960 season, he was cut from the roster
before the season opened.

Returning home to Venezuela, Carresquel be-
came a broadcaster for Winter League games,
and worked extensively in baseball there. The
country's national stadium is named in his
honor. His legacy and the impact on Venezue-
lan baseball players continues to this day.

Member Spotlight: Bruce Markusen

NAME: Bruce Markusen

SABR CHAPTER: Leatherstocking Chapter

AREAS OF EXPERTISE: Baseball in the
1960s and 1970s; the Yankees; the Pirates;
the A's; the Mets; baseball cards; current-day
baseball; Roberto Clemente; and of course,
Latin American baseball in general.

FAVORITE BASEBALL MOMENT: I guess it
would have to be the one-game tiebreaker be-
tween the Yankees and Red Sox in 1978. I
was in grade school at the time and had an in-
tramural soccer game after classes that after-
noon, which prevented me from getting home
early to watch the game on WPIX TV. Since
both my parents worked in New York City, I
had to take a cab ride home from Eastchester
to Yonkers and I remember listening to the last
couple of innings in the taxi. I arrived home just
in time to happily watch Rich "Goose" Gossage
retire Carl Yastrzemski on a pop-up to Graig
Nettles, ending the most dramatic game I've
ever experienced. Wow.

FAVORITE LATINO PLAYERS: Roberto
Clemente; Rico Carty; Vic Davalillo; Manny
Sanguilen; Bert "Campy" Campaneris

RECENT BOOKS PUBLISHED: Tales From
The Mets Dugout Uust released in March of
2005); Ted Williams: A Biography (September
2004); Haunted House of the Vampire
(October 2004) a non-baseball book!

3



La Prensa del Béisbol Latino Spring 2005

Welcome to the Major Leagues: Latino Debuts in 2005 * ,
By Tony Menendez

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Tony Blanco, 3B Washington Nationals
Ambiorix Burgos, P Kansas City Royals
Pedro Lopez, SS Chicago White Sox
Ezequiel Astacio, P Houston Astros
Robinson Cano, 2B New York Yankees
Leo Nuñez, P Kansas City Royals
Robinson Tejeda, P Philadelphia Phillies
Ervin Santana, P Los Angeles Angels
Wandy Rodriguez, P Houston Astros

VENEZUELA
Marcos Carvajal, P Colorado Rockies

Ronny Cedeño, I F Chicago Cubs
Wiliam Bergolla, 2B Cincinnati Reds
Luis Rodriguez, SS Minnesota Twins
Yorman Bazardo, P Florida Marlins

MEXICO
Oscar Robles, 2B Los Angeles Dodgers
Jorge Campilo, P Seattle Mariners

CUBA
Brayan Peña, C Atlanta Braves

*As of May 31,2005

MAR/CHAL, from page 2

cials, Fernandez said, "It is because of Juan Marichal that
I look out in this crowd and I see Barry Bonds holding a
Dominican flag."

And then the stories came. Presenters spoke of
Marichal's epic 227 -pitch, 16-inning, 1-0 shutout against

Warren Spahn and the Milwaukee Braves, a game that

the veteran Spahn also completed, a contest that only

ended in the bottom of the 16th on a Willie Mays
homer. Marichal's 244 complete games, more than half
his starts, his sparkling performance in All-Star games, his

sheer style of pitching, all of this was told.

Venezuelan Omar Vizquel, the longtime All-Star shortstop

with the Seattle Mariners and Cleveland Indians, and now
the Giants' shortstop, related that as a child growing up

everyone knew who Marichal was, and tried to imitate his
high-leg kick. Cepeda, himself a Hall of Famer, a former

slugger out of Puerto Rico, the hijo of the legendary Pe-
rucho Cepeda, and a teammate and opponent of
Marichal's, called the day of the statue dedication, "a

proud day for all Latinos."

When his turn at the podium came, Marichal, looking trim

in a gray suit, sounded all the right notes, thanking virtu-
ally everyone, and then, while looking at Bonds, he

added, "Barry, i can get you out," a comment that drew
laughter from some, but not from the right-hander himself.

Later that day, after the playing of the Dominican and

American anthems, the Giants took the field wearing

home whites with "Gigantes" spread across their
chests. As Marichallooked on, the Giants, with the help
of an RBI double from the manager's son, Moises Alou,

defeated the Oakland A's by a score of 3-2, the kind of
taut, low-scoring, one-run game that Marichal would have

loved to pitch. Just outside the park, his statue was still

kicking high. The "Dominican Dandy" was home.

Research Needs and

Announcements
Peter Bjarkman was recently awarded the 2005
Sporting News-SABR Baseball Research Award
for best research on his book, "Diamonds
Around the Globe." CONGRA TULA TlONS!

The Latino baseball committee is currently
considering articles for publication in a Latino
baseball anthology for possible publication in
2007. Submit ideas or abstracts to Anthony Sa-
lazar at salazar8017~yahoo.com.

The Baseball Biography Project is interested
in biographies of anyone who ever played major
league baseball, but also any other player who
touched the game in a significant way--umpire,
executives, minor leagues, the international
game. Check out: http://bioproj.sabr.org/
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The Latino Watch
By Tony Menendez

Position players should have a ticket in
July to All-Star Game in Detroit
American Leaque
Vladimir Guerrero, Los Angeles Angels
Carlos Guillen, Detroit
Alex Rodríguez, New York Yankees
Alfonso Soriano, Texas
Miguel Tejada, Baltimore

National LeaQue
Bobby Abreu, Philadelphia
Miguel Cabrera, Florida
Ramon Hernandez, San Diego
Albert Pujols, St. Louis

Pitchers should have a ticket in July to AII-
Star Game in Detroit
American LeaQue
Danys Baez, Tampa Bay
Francisco Cordero, Texas
Johan Santana, Minnesota

National Leaque
Livan Hernandez, Washington
Pedro Martinez, New York Mets
Jose Mesa, Pittsburgh

Our American League MVP Watch
Vladimir Guerrero, Los Angeles Angels
Miguel Tejada, Baltimore

Our National League MVP Watch
Bobby Abreu, Philadelphia
Miguel Cabrera, Florida
Albert Pujols, St. Louis

Our American League Manager of the Year
Watch
Ozzie Guilen, Chicago White Sox

Our American League Cy Young Watch
Johan Santana, Minnesota

Our National League Cy Young Watch
Livan Hernandez, Washington
Pedro Martinez, New York Mets

t?~ (0
5

Our American League Rookie of the Year
Watch
Gustavo Chacin, Toronto

Players have exceeded their expectations
Edgardo Alfonzo, San Francisco
Jorge Cantu, Tampa Bay
Pedro Feliz, San Francisco
Robinson Cano, New York Yankees

Pitchers have exceeded their expectations
Bruce Chen, Baltimore
Yhency Brazoban, Los Angeles Dodgers
Jorge Julio, Baltimore
Danys Baez, Tampa Bay
Miguel Batista, Toronto
Javier Vazquez, Arizona

Players have not been up to their offensive
expectations
Angel Berroa, Kansas City
Mike Lowell, Florida
Victor Martinez, Cleveland
Miguel Olivo, Seattle
Carlos Peña, Detroit

Pitchers have not been up to their pitching
expectations
Vicente Padilla, Philadelphia

Players have exceeded their expectations
with new team
Vinny Castila, Washington
Jose Guillen, Washington
Carlos Lee, Milwaukee
Omar Vizquel, San Francisco

Players have not been up their offensive
expectations with new team
Adrian Beltre, Seattle
Orlando Cabrera, Los Angeles Angels
Cristian Guzman, Washington
Raul Mondesi, Atlanta
Edgar Renteria, Boston
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A Note from the Editor
by Anthony Salazar

The 2005 season is well underway with Lati-
nos doing very well among the leader boards.
Once again, the number of Latinos in the ma-
jors hovers around the 30 percent mark, with
Latinos in the minors comprising about half of
their rosters. That's good news for Latinos in
the 'bigs' to come.

One of the more distressing items to surface
this season is the high proportion of Latinos
caught in the steroids scandaL. As of this
season, the majority of ballplayers (both ma-
jor and minor leaguers) who have tested posi-
tive for steroid use have been Latino. It's an
unfortunate circumstance that hopefully will
decrease as time goes on, and steroid educa-
tion kicks in.

We would like to thank Tony Menendez and
Mike Shaler for their contributions this issue.
In the next issue, look for a wrap up of the AII-
Star Game in Detroit and how your favorite

Latinos fared. Also, look for an update from
the SABR National Convention coming up in
Toronto later this summer.

Thanks for being a part of one of SABR's
most exciting research committees. There
are a lot of great things to look forward to in
the months to come. Stay with us!

Latin American Baseball Committee
Eduardo Valero Chair
Edwin Fernandez Co-Vice Chair
Anthony Salazar Co-Vice Chair, Editor

La Prensa del Beisbol Latino is a newsletter published
quarterly by the Society for American Baseball Research

(SABR). Inquiries and submissions should be directed to
Anthony Salazar at salazarB017cæyahoo.com.
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