
Minor League Managers That Did 

Not Play Professional Baseball 

By Robert Schulz 

M 
inor League Managers have always played an 

important role in baseball player develop-

ment. 

Their roles as managers ranged from player/Manager to 

baseball coaching, bus driver, fund raiser and promoter 

all at the same time. 

Up to 1970 the majority of them were former Major 

Leaguers and career Minor League players   extending 

their careers. The player/manager role was common es-

pecially at the lower levels of baseball. 

Many of these Managers became future Major League 

Managers and Coaches. 

A few exceptions were the Managers had no professional 

playing career. 

Pre 1970 William Maughn, a Boston Braves scout took 

over as the interim Manager at Greenville of the Cotton 

States League in 1953. 1957 saw owner Hal “Chip” 

Shapiro Manage Bradford of NYP League. His replace-

ment Earl Johnson, was the teams Business G.M and 

Managed for a few day before the team folded in late May 

of 1957.The TSN edition of May 15, 1957 cited Shapiro’s 

role as Manager of the team as one of only a few similar 

cases in which the Manager had not played pro baseball. 

Also in 1957 Leon Hamilton a Brooklyn Dodgers scout 

took over temporary duties at the helm of Thomasville of 

GFL. Earle Halstead, a former umpire and scout Man-

aged Midland of the SSL in 1958 for a brief time. Ray 

Walsh a Pirates scout took over at Rutherford of the WCL 

in July 1958. George Schepps, the owner of the Dallas 

team in the Texas League Managed two games in 1958 

Post 1970, the appointments of Managers without pro 

playing experience became more frequent. 

From 1970 to 2021, by my count, there have been at least 

119 Minor league managers that never played pro base-

ball. 

R. G. Powel was the first in 1970 at Walla-Walla of the 

NWL. The decade of the 70’s saw 17 others take the helm 

of Minor League teams. 

The 119 total does not include the Mexican and Domini-

can Summer Leagues as well as the Independent League 

Managers from 1993-2021.  

So where did these managers come from? Carlos Cardoza 

and Ricardo Rivera were born in Puerto Rico, Juan 

Cabreja and Tony Diaz were born in the Dominican Re-

public, Orv Franchuk, Brent Lavallee, and Gary Van Tol  

were born in Canada, Chris Adamson, Jon Deeble, Paul 

Elliott and Tony Harris were born in Australia.  Adamson. 

They all had a playing background in Australia. Jaime 

Garcia, Julio Garcia, Jorge Hernandez, Alex Morales 

Johnny Rodriguez were all born in Cuba but grew up in 

the United States. 

The remainder were all born in the United States 

Included in the 119 total are the following five Managers 

that had token playing appearances as either a Manager 

or Coach. 

Gary Tuck caught in one game for Jamestown of the NYP 

in 1978. Joe Volpi pitched in one game for Santa Clara of 

the California league in 1979. Barry Woodhead appeared 

in two games for Redwood of the California League in 

1980. Mike Toomey was in two games with Alexandria of 

the Carolina league 1980. Dean Treanor pitched in one 

game for Fresno of the California league in 1988 and one 

game for Reno of the California league in 1991. 

While these Managers did not have a pro playing career 

the majority had played College or Amateur baseball and 

had amateur coaching experience. Many of them also had 

been baseball scouts.   

A few were selected in the amateur draft. Jake Molina at 

2001 Idaho Falls 2001 was drafted by the Cubs in 1968, 

Pat McMahon at Staten Island in 2008 drafted by the 
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Mets in 1971, Jorge Hernandez  Marlins GCL in 2007 

drafted by the Astros in 1986 and Bobby Williams Ver-

mont in 2005 drafted by the Orioles in 1995. They all 

choose a different baseball path after being drafted before 

becoming Managers. 

Managers advancing to Major league positions 

First year Minor League Manager  General Manager 

Jim Hendry 1993 Marlins GCL  2002-2011 Chicago Cubs  

                                                                  Major League Manager 

John Boles 1981 White Sox GCL  1996-2001 Florida Marlins  

Mike Shildt 2009 Johnson City Appalachian 2018-2021 St Louis Cardinals   

CarlosTosca 1980 Yankees GCL   2002-2004Toronto Blue Jays  

Dave Trembley 1986 Kinston Carolina 2007-2010Baltimore Orioles  

                                                                                      First M.L. Coaching Position 

Juan Cabreja 2009 Cubs ARL   2017 Cubs Staff Assistant  

Tony Diaz 2007 Casper Pioneer  2017 Rockies First Base   

Tom Gamboa 1979 Butte Pioneer  1998 Cubs First Base  

Andy Haines 2009 Jamestown NYP 2018 Cubs Hitting  

Dave Jauss*  1991 Expos GCL   1997 Red Sox First Base  

Jauss Managed two games for Baltimore in 2009 and two games for the Mets in 

2021 

Doug Mansolino 1991 Vancouver PCL 1992 White Sox Bench  

Rick Mathews 1981 Charleston SAL  1993 Rockies Bullpen  

Pat Roessler 2006 Charleston SAL  2000 Expos Hitting 

Doug Sisson 1993 Erie NYP  2011 Royals First Base 

Tom Slater 2009 Yankees GCL   2018 Mets Hitting 

Dean Treanor 1988 Fresno California 2017 Marlins Bullpen 

 Gary Tuck 1986 Columbus SAL  1990 Yankees Bullpen 

Mark Weidemaier 1989 Prince William CAR 2014 Nationals Fielding 

Jerry Weinstein 1989 Expos GCL  2013 Rockies Catching  

In 2021 there were sixteen Managers that did not play 

pro baseball:  

Gary Kendall Norfolk  AAA East 

Greg Dicenzo Lake County High A Central 

Chris Adamson Jersey Shore High A East 

Nate Shaver Asheville  High A East 

Andy Schatzley Tri City  High A West 

Carlos Cardoza Down East  Low A East 

Jorge Hernandez Jupiter  Low A South East 

Brian Meyer Fort Myers  Low A South East 

Tony Cappucilli Dodgers  Arizona Complex 

Austin Knight Mariners  Arizona Complex 

Jay Sullenger Rangers  Arizona Complex 

David Tufo  Brewers Gold Arizona Complex 

Josh Lopez  Cardinals  Florida Complex 

Brent Lavallee Blue Jays  Florida Complex  

Ricardo Rivera Astros  Florida Complex 

Robbie Robinson Mets  Florida Complex          

The 119 total will increase by at least one in 2022 as the 

New York Yankees have announced Rachel Balkovec as the 

Manager of the Tampa Tarpons of the Low A Southeast 

League.  

With the Major Leagues thinking “outside the box” in the 

hiring of baseball Managers and Coaches the total will con-

tinue to rise.  More emphasis is being placed on analytics 

and player performance enhancement leading to more non-

traditional Minor League instructors. 

Managerial records 

  Seasons Games Won Lost Ties 

Dave Trembley 20 2784 1369 1413 2 

Gary Kendall 17 2101 1014 1086 1 

Dean Treanor 13 1921 975 946 1 

Carlos Tosca 19 1877 973 901 3 

Mark Haley 12 1664 837 827 0 

Julio Garcia 17 1617 782 835 2    

Doug Sisson 11 1264 635 629 0 

Tom Gamboa 13 1198 616 561 1 

Gamboa’s record is incomplete as he took over for Ken 

Richardson at Butte on August 23 of the 1979 season and in 

August of 1987 at Glens Falls for Tom Burgess. Missing won

-loss record for approximately twenty four games.  

Johnny Rodriguez 10 1119 588 530 1 

J R Miner  10 1113 550 563 0 

Jerry Weinstein 9 1256 527 526 3 

Mike Boulanger 9 1004 497 506 1 

Andy Haines 7 916 449 467 0 

Mike Shildt 8 903 471 432 0 

Bill Richardson 8 880 465 415 0 

Bill Mosiello 6 763 428 335 0 

Joe Kruzel 8 758 393 364 1 

Steve McFarland 8 759 339 394 0 

Mike Verdi 7 694 251 443 0 

John Boles 6 619 349 269 1 

Cliff Ditto  8 609 363 246 0 
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Hat’s Off 

by Bob Brady 

 

A mong my game used 
minor league posses-
sions is a ball cap 

once donned by a then 22-
year-old southpaw toiling in 
1981 in Double-A during his 
sophomore season as a pro-
fessional.  Despite a 3-9 rec-
ord that year, the left-hander 
later would spend 10 years in 
the majors, make an All Star 
team and hurl a losing no-

hitter that doesn’t qualify as such in the record books. 
 
The team was the Eastern League Lynn Sailors.  The 
home city is located on Massachusetts’ North Shore and 
shares a border with the Atlantic Ocean.  The Sailors 
came into being when the West Haven Yankees relocated 
the franchise from Connecticut.  In 1981, they were an 
affiliate of the expansion Seattle Mariners and became 
the parent’s first entry at the Class AA level.  The minor 
league team’s ownership once included Mike Agganis, a 
nephew of the ill-fated Red Sox first baseman, Harry Ag-
ganis.  Lynn’s short time in organized baseball would end 
in 1983. 
 
The port-sider whose cap resides in my collection is Matt 
Young.  He was one of four members of the ’81 mound 
staff to make it to the big leagues.  The others were Karl 
Best, Bud Black and Mike Moore.  While the Sailors fin-
ished third in a four team division and out of the post sea-
son playoffs, it also included future major leaguers Al 
Chambers, Jim Presley and Dave Valle.  However, the 
club’s tenure in the city was marked by exceedingly low 
attendance.  In 1981, they drew a league-worst 38,468. 
 
My hat, a New Era Pro Model, features Young’s auto-
graph under the bill.  It also evidences the sweat, wear 
and tear of its owner over the course of his 14-game, 81-
inning campaign.  Despite his lackluster season in Lynn, 
Young advanced to the Triple-A Salt Lake City Gulls the 
following season and by 1983 would make the parent 
Mariners roster.  His rookie season would mark Young’s 
only All Star selection and appearance.  He led the sev-
enth place Mariners in wins with 11 (against 15 defeats). 
 
Over his ten seasons with the Mariners, Dodgers, Athlet-
ics, Red Sox and Indians, Young won 55 games while 
losing 95.  However, it’s one of those losses that secured 
him a spot in baseball history.  On Sunday, April 12, 

1992 with Boston, Young started the first game of a dou-
bleheader in Cleveland.  Through eight innings, he’d held 
the home team hitless.  However, the Indians had been 
able to score two runs through walks.  The Bosox failed 
to increase their existing single tally in their top half of 
the ninth, thus rendering no need for further play.  Alt-
hough adding a complete game defeat to Young’s record, 
his effort has been ruled out as an “official” no-hitter by 
virtue of an absent and unnecessary missing half inning 
of effort.

 

Links To Baseball Guides 

SABR member Mark Aubrey has compiled a compre-

hensive list of links to baseball guides available around 

the internet on his wiki Base Ball Stats and Stuff.  His site 

also contains a lot of information about Knoxville TN 

teams and players. 

The direct link to the guides can be found here: 

https://bbsas.net/wiki/index.php/Baseball_Guides 
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The Tale of Four Boxscores 

by Kevin M Saldana 

I 
 have been a member of SABR for much of the last 

40 years. I have spent a lot of time researching the 

minor leagues and independent baseball. As many 

historians know, the deeper you dig into history, the bet-

ter it gets. This applies very well to the minor leagues; it 

also brings great frustration.  I have several league sea-

sons for which I have detailed reports almost ready to go. 

Among the leagues that I have spent time researching is 

the 1913 United States League. What I have found in this 

very short "Season" is very shoddy journalism. There are 

many differences in the box scores among the games, 

bringing great frustration. Looking at just one game, the 

May 13, 1913 game between the Brooklyn and Newark 

clubs, brings new lows. 

 

The League 

The United States League played its 1st season in 1912. 

That season lasted about 6 weeks and 84 games. It is rare 

when a league has that poor of a season, that it tries to 

make a go of it the following season. Yet league president 

William Abbot Wittman was able to find the men to back 

8 clubs. All but a small handful of players played with 

aliases. The newspapers covering the league frequently 

did not agree in the spelling of the names of the players. 

Finding players after the collapse of the league the second 

time is almost impossible.  

 

The Newspapers 

The boxscores that I examined for the one game between 

the Brooklyn and Newark clubs came from 4 different 

newspapers: 

1. Brooklyn Eagle, United States Leaguers Trying to Get 

Going, Page 17, column 7 

2. Brooklyn Times, U.S. League about Ready to Cash In, 

Page 10, column 6 

3. Newark Evening News, Brooklyn Outlaws Defeat New-

arkers, Page 27, column 2 

4. Newark Evening Star, S-S-H Don't Wake Up the Spec-

tator, Page 15, column 3 

 

The Brooklyn Daily Eagle  

This paper began publishing on October 26, 1841. It was 

at one point, that it had the largest circulation of any af-

ternoon newspaper in the United States. It ceased pub-

lishing on January 29, 1955. It made a comeback between 

1960 and 1963. A new version of The Eagle began pub-

lishing in 1996.  

The top part of the boxscore listed runs, hits, putouts and 

assists.  

Accessed via Newspapers.com 

 

The Brooklyn Times 

(Brooklyn Daily Times) 

The paper began publishing in 1848. It became the Times

-Union in 1932 when it bought out the Brooklyn Standard 

Union. It was later bought out by the Brooklyn Eagle.  

The top part of the boxscore listed runs, hits, putouts and 

assists. 

Accessed via Newspapers.com 
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Newark Evening News 

The paper began publishing in 1883. After a year-long 

strike, it folded in 1972. 

The top part of boxscore listed At bats, runs, hits, put-

outs, assists and errors for each player. 

Accessed via the Newark Public Library website. 

Newark Evening Star 

The paper began publishing as the Newark Daily Adver-

tiser in 1832. In 1939 it became the Newark Star-Ledger. 

It is still published today. 

The top part of the boxscore listed At bats, hits, putouts 

and assists. 

Accessed via Chronicling America on the Library of Con-

gress website. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Problem 

I initially looked at the boxscore that was published in 

The Newark Evening Star. I then compared the boxscore 

there with the one published in the Brooklyn Times. I 

found 40 different discrepancies between the two box-

scores. I then checked the boxscores published by the 

Brooklyn Eagle and Newark Evening News. 

Although the two Brooklyn papers boxscores were close 

on almost everything, they did not agree on a couple of 

points. 

The two Newark papers did not agree with many points 

but the two agreed closer to each other then with the 

Brooklyn papers. 

Although most of the discrepancies were minor in nature, 

some of them were pretty bad. 
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How many innings pitched??? 

The Newark papers both insisted in their game stories 

that Newark starting pitcher McDonald gave up 5 runs 

and 5 hits in 2 innings. The Brooklyn papers both insisted 

that McDonald gave up 8 runs and 10 hits in 3 innings 

pitched. My problem here is that I am trying to track 

pitchers who gave up 14 or more runs. If McDonald did 

only pitch 2 innings, then Feeley would have given up 14 

runs in 7 innings.  That's what I’m looking for, pitchers 

who give up 14 or more runs. 

However, if the Brooklyn papers were right then Feeley 

only gave up 11 runs in 6 innings pitched. One would 

think that the home team paper would be the one to get it 

right. Many more issues cast serious doubt on the ability 

of any one of them to get it right. 

 

Team Putouts 

The Newark Evening Star only credited the Newark play-

ers with 25 putouts. The game story itself came across as 

a joke. The story tried to say the lone spectator slept 

through the game.  

 

Extra Bases Hits 

All four papers agreed that Newark rightfielder Hauser 

and first baseman Wall hit home runs. They failed to 

agree on doubles and triples. 

Newark Evening Star  

Doubles: Bradley 1, Gallagher 1, Lewis 2 

Triples: Gallagher 1, Zimmerman 1 

Newark Evening News  

Same as Newark Evening Star 

Brooklyn Eagle 

Doubles: Gallagher 1, Lewis 1, Zimmerman 1 

Triples: None 

Brooklyn Times  

Doubles: Bradley 1, Gallagher 1, Lewis 1 

Triples: Gallagher 1, Lewis 1, Zimmerman 1 

 

(Continued from page 5) Stolen Bases 

Another category where the papers disagreed in a big 

way. 

All four newspapers agreed that 7 bases were stolen. The 

biggest problem is that the newspapers disagreed with 

the identity of the players who were credited with stolen 

bases. It would be one thing if they agreed in terms of 

team totals, however they could not even do that.  

Newark Evening Star 

Brooklyn 3: Curly, Kingston, Lewis 

Newark 4: Dysert, Heurd, Wall, Wittaker  

Newark Evening News 

Same 

Brooklyn Times 

Brooklyn 5: Curley, Flood, Gallagher, Lewis, Parroy 

Newark 2: Heurd, Wall  

Brooklyn Eagle 

Same as Times 

Errors 

Another category where the newspaper boxscores vary 

wildly. They do not even agree on how many errors were 

made. It’s interesting that both Brooklyn papers agree 

that no Brooklyn players committed errors.  

Newark Evening News  

Newark 9: Dysert 3, McAleese 3, Whittaker 2, Copeland 1 

Brooklyn 2: Bradley 1, Parray 1 

Newark Evening Star 

Newark 11: Dysert 3, Cleary 2, Copeland 2, McAleese 2, 

Wall 1, Wittaker 1 

Brooklyn 2: Kingston 1, Porray 1 

Brooklyn Eagle 

Newark 11: Dysert 3, McAleese 2, Brown 1, Copeland 1, 

Feeley 1, Reardon 1, Wall 1, Whittaker 1 

Brooklyn 0 

Brooklyn Times 

Newark 11: Dysert 3, McAleese 2, Brown 1, Copeland 1, 

Feeley 1, Reardon 1, Wall 1, Whittaker 1 

Brooklyn 0 
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Runs 

Each boxscore agrees that the Brooklyn Club scored 19 

runs. 

The problem is that they disagree about how many runs 

were scored by first baseman Kingston and third base-

man Porray.  

Newark Evening Star  

Kingston 3, Porray 3 

Newark Evening News 

Parray 4, Kingston 2 

Brooklyn Eagle 

Parroy 4, Kingston 2 

Brooklyn Times 

Parroy 4, Kingston 2 

 

Sacrifice Hits 

The newspapers agreed that Curley and Porray each had a 

sacrifice hits. However, they disagree on whether Lewis 

had one or not. A very minor issue at best. 

Newark Evening News: Yes 

Newark Evening Star: Yes 

Brooklyn Times: No 

Brooklyn Eagle: No 

 

Left on Base 

One would think that left on base would be a simple 

enough category that everyone would get it right. One 

would simply count the runners left on base at the end of 

the inning and keep track of it. 

I’m only interested in games where 18 or more runners 

were left on base. I do find it interesting that the Newark 

papers counted more Newark runners left on the bases 

and the Brooklyn papers counted more Brooklyn runners 

left on base. 

At least in this category, the papers were not backing 

their own hometown clubs. 

Newark Evening Star  

Newark 8 

Brooklyn 6 

Newark Evening News 

Newark 8 

Brooklyn 6 

Brooklyn Times  

Brooklyn 9 

Newark 6 

Brooklyn Eagle 

Brooklyn 9 

Newark 6 

 

Strikeouts 

Another category that should have been easy to track, 

count the K's on your scorecard. Being off by 4 strikeouts 

for one pitcher is not a good thing. Having 12 strikeouts 

total between both clubs is nothing the record books are 

ever interested in unless 4 or more of them were in the 

same half inning.  

Newark Evening News 

Curly 7, Feeley 5, McDonald 1 

Newark Evening Star  

Curley 7, Feeley 5, McDonald 1 

Brooklyn Eagle 

Curley 6, McDonald 4, Feeley 1 

Brooklyn Times 

Curley 6, McDonald 4, Feeley 1 

 

Passed balls and wild pitches 

Except for this game, I have never seen a second baseman 

charged with a passed ball. This does not bode well with 

figuring out which boxscore was most accurate. 

Newark Evening News 

Gallagher (Brooklyn second baseman) 

Lewis (Brooklyn Catcher) 

Newark Evening Star 

Gallagher  

Lewis 

Brooklyn Eagle 

Copeland (Newark catcher) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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McAleese (Newark catcher) 

Brooklyn Times 

Copeland 

McAleese  

 

Wild Pitch 

Did Brooklyn pitcher Curley get charged with a wild 

pitch: 

Newark Evening News: No 

Newark Evening Star: No 

Brooklyn Eagle: Yes 

Brooklyn Times: Yes 

 

My best guess on this one is that Copeland and McAleese 

did indeed get properly credited with passed balls. Then 

the newspapers disagreed on whether Curley should be 

charged with a wild pitch or Lewis should be charged 

with a passed ball. As far as Gallagher goes, the best bet is 

to ignore it. 

On the bright side, all 4 boxscores agreed on home runs, 

walks, double plays, time of game and the umpire’s name. 

In looking at the line ups and their stats, they show many 

discrepancies both in names as well as statistics. All of 

the discrepancies in the upper boxscores can easily be 

classified as minor. The only reason for even document-

ing them at all, is to build a case for which boxscore could 

be most accurate. Although in this case, even the best 

boxscore detective will never come to a definitive answer. 

It’s as if the Brooklyn writers and the Newark writers 

were watching a different game. Granted it was a sched-

uled doubleheader, however all 4 papers insist that only a 

single game was played. The umpire Cullum canceled the 

second game when the first game took a whole 2 hours 

and 16 minutes to play 

The reason for the cancellation was to give the Brooklyn 

team the chance to catch a train for Baltimore. The action 

went for not when the league suspended play that even-

ing, never to return.  

 

Newark Players 

The Newark Evening Star only credited Newark players 

with 25 putouts. 

The following players had no discrepancies in the top 

part of the boxscores between all four newspapers: 

Dysert, LF / 1 for 4, 2 putouts, 1 assist 

Copeland, C / 0 for 1, 3 putouts, 1 assist 

McAleese, C / 0 for 3, 2 putouts, 1 assist 

McDonald, P / 0 for 1, 0 TC 

That’s four players out of 12 players. 

The following players had discrepancies in the top part of 

the boxscores: 

Brown, CF 

3 for 5, 5 putouts 

0 or 1 assist: Eagle 1, Times 1, News 0, Star 0 

Hauser or Houser, RF 

Newark Evening Star said Houser; the other 3 said 

Hauser.  

1 for 5, 1 putout 

0 or 1 assist: Eagle 0, Times 0, News 1, Star 1 

Wall, 1B 

1 for 3, 1 assist 

5 or 7 putouts: Eagle 7, Times 7, News 5, Star 5 

Wittaker or Whittaker, SS 

Newark Evening Star said Wittaker, the other 3 said 

Whittaker.  

1 for 4, 3 assists 

2 or 3 putouts: Eagle 3, Times 3, News 2, Star 2 

Cleary, 3B 

1 for 4 

2 or 3 putouts, 0 or 1 assists: Eagle 2 putouts, 1 assist, 

Times 2 putouts, 1 assist, News 3 putouts, 0 assist, Star 3 

putouts, 0 assists  

This next one could probably be figured out. My guess is 

that the reason the Newark Star only credited Newark 

players with 25 putouts is that the player in question be-

low did have 3 putouts. 

Heurd or Bernie Caffrey, 2B 

Newark Evening News said Caffrey,  a local man, the oth-

er 3 said Heurd. 

0 for 0 

1 or 3 putouts: Eagle 1, Times 1, News 3, Star 1 

Rierdon, 2B - Newark Evening Star 

Riondan - Newark Evening News 
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Reardon - Brooklyn Eagle and Brooklyn Times 

1 for 2, 0 TC 

Feeley, P 

0 for 3, 1 putout 

4 or 5 assists: Eagle 5, Times 5, News 4, Star 4 

 

Brooklyn Players 

The following players had no discrepancies in the top 

part of the boxscores between all four newspapers: 

Finneran, CF / 2 for 5, 2 putouts  

Gallagher, 2B / 3 for 6, 3 putouts, 3 assists 

Zimmerman, LF / 2 for 5, 1 putout 

Bradley, SS / 2 for 6, 1 putout, 5 assists 

Lewis, C / 3 for 4, 8 putouts, 1 assist 

Flood, RF / 0 for 2, 0 TC 

The media seemed to do a better job with the Brooklyn 
line up, then the Newark line up. Six players out of 9 

players. 

The following players had discrepancies in the top part of 

the boxscores: 

Parroy, 3B - Brooklyn Eagle and Times 

Parray - Newark Evening News  

Porray - Newark Evening Star  

3 for 5, 2 putouts, 1 assist  

Kingston, 1B 

5 at bats, 10 putouts 

1 or 2 hits: Eagle 2, Times 2, News 1, Star 1 

Curly, P - Newark Evening Star 

Curley - All others 

2 for 6 

3 or 4 assists: Eagle 3, Times 3, News 4, Star 4 

 

Upper boxscore totals 

Eagle 

Newark: 7 runs, 9 hits, 27 putouts,14 assists 

Brooklyn: 19 runs, 19 hits, 27 putouts, 13 assists 

Times 

Newark: 7 runs, 9 hits, 27 putouts, 14 assists 

Brooklyn: 19 runs, 19 hits, 27 putouts, 13 assists 

News 

Newark: 35 AB, 7 runs, 9 hits, 27 putouts, 12 assists, 9 

errors 

Brooklyn: 44 AB, 19 runs, 18 hits, 27 putouts, 14 assists, 2 

errors 

Star 

Newark: 35 AB, 9 hits, 27 (25) putouts, 12 assists 

Brooklyn: 44 AB, 18 hits, 27 putouts, 14 assists 

 

The Solution 

A truly accurate boxscore of this game will never be 

found. The best solution in this case is to present the 

reader with all the available information and let the read-

er draw their own conclusions. Otherwise, a researcher 

could drive themselves to the funny farm.  

My purpose for even writing this article is to show that I 

am a very detailed researcher, leaving no stone unturned. 

I would like to believe that I have done just that. 

Asheville Citizen-Times Apr 22, 1926 
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Semi-pro Baseball 

by John Iachetta 

W 
hen we hear semi-pro, most of us think of 

amateurs playing sub-par baseball, but in 

the old days semi-pro baseball was an im-

portant part of the game. Many minor and major league 

players spent some or most of their careers in the semi-

pros, and some players who were just as good as pro 

players spent their entire careers in the semi-pros.  

Take Sailor Stroud, for example. I know some of you have 

heard of him already. He had a brief but respectable ma-

jor league career, going 18-20 with a 2.94 ERA over three 

years. He went back to the minors, and in 1920 had what 

may have been his best pro season, winning 26 games 

and losing 13 for the Salt Lake City Bees. In 1921 he 

jumped the Bees and signed with the Hanford Kings of 

the San Joaquin Valley League, a semi-pro team in Cali-

fornia.  

He started out with the Hanford Kings in 1921 on fire. He 

was 11-1 as of June 19th, and 16-2 as of August 7th. And 

then he kind of fell apart, going 1-5 the rest of the way. 

For the season he was 17-7 with a 2.07 ERA. He pitched 

for the Hanford Kings for two more years, and then went 

back to organized baseball in 1924. There is a detailed 

account of the rest of his career at the end of this article, 

if you’re interested. 

Some other examples I have discovered in the course of 

my research: the San Joaquin Valley League in 1921 had 

Al Bartholemy (4 years in minors), Beals Becker (minor 

league great), Eddie Benn (2 years in minors), Walter 

Boles (15 years in minors), William Daniels (8 years in 

minors), Dave Davenport (73 MLB wins), Cy Falkenburg 

(130 MLB wins), Art Fromme (80 MLB wins), Al Hart-

man (3 years in minors), Otto Hess (70 MLB wins), 

Frank Juney (3 seasons in PCL), Ray Keating (31 MLB 

wins), Earl “Gunner”  Larkin (2 seasons in PCL), Art 

Mueller (14 seasons in minors), Daddy Rohrer (12 sea-

sons in minors), Toots Shultz (2 MLB seasons), Bill Steen 

(4 MLB seasons), Milt Steengrafe (1 MLB win), Earl 

Thomas (4 seasons in minors), Leo Togneri (hit .293 in D 

ball, 1914), Tex Vache (.314 MLB average, .329 MILB av-

erage), Buzzy Wares (2 MLB seasons), Harry Wolter (7 

MLB seasons), and other pro players. Looks like a good 

league to me. (Most of these players were mentioned in 

the Hanford Morning Journal 1921-4-03.) 

Some semi-pro teams were just as good as minor league 

teams, and some were as good as Negro League teams.  

The Brooklyn Bushwicks may have been the greatest semi

-pro team of all time. Owned by a cigar store owner 

named Max Rosner, they played from 1914 to 1951. They 

had a 291-315-13 record against Negro League teams in 

box scores, as Scott Simkus has found. Many major 

leaguers played for them such as Waite Hoyt, George 

Earnshaw, Lefty Gomez, Marius Russo, Al Cucinello and 

Tony Cucinello. And it’s not like these guys were hired for 

publicity; they were real members of the team. Waite 

Hoyt started the 1938 season with the Brooklyn Dodgers, 

but was released and signed with the Bushwicks. He had 

a 10-12 record for Bushwicks while the other pitchers 

combined for a 46-14 record.  

The Bushwicks played in the Metropolitan Baseball Asso-

ciation, one of the best semi-pro leagues of all-time. It 

lasted from 1938 to 1949 and was full of teams like the 

Bushwicks. The Bushwicks were the best, but they didn’t 

win the pennant every single year.  

There were plenty of other good semi-pro leagues that I 

have come across in my research, such as the Anthracite 

League, Boston Twilight League, California State League, 

California Trolley League, Central Penn League, Chicago 

City League, Copper League, Delaware County League, 

Eastern Ohio League, Guadalupe Valley League, Hawaii 

League, Honolulu League,  Lebanon Valley League, Mid-

west League, Missouri-Illinois League, New Jersey Manu-

facturers League, Oahu League, Placer-Nevada League, 

Richmond Intercity League, San Joaquin Valley League, 

Southeast Missouri League, Tri-County League, Two-

Team League, Wisconsin State League, and many others I 

don’t know about. Semi-pro ball was everywhere. 

But semi-pro baseball was most likely the most signifi-

cant in blackball. Because the black major leagues were 

the only organized leagues for black players, what would 

have been the minors for them were semi-pro. I’ve barely 

looked into this, but the Birmingham Industrial League, 

dominated by the Acipco team, was very good.  

I’ve been interested in the semi-pros for a few years. I was 

browsing through the California newspaper archive, look-

ing at minor league stuff, when I noticed some weird oth-

er leagues I’d never heard of before. At first I ignored 

them, but then I looked closer.  

The first semi-pro league I got interested in was the Sac-

ramento Valley League, which started in 1923 and lasted 

into the 1970s. When I realized Joe Oeschger (of the 26-

inning tie) was pitching for the Chico Colts, I knew I’d 

found something good.  

Now semi-pro baseball is practically the only thing I’m 

interested in researching. Enough people have researched 

the major and minor leagues that there’s not a lot for me 

to add, but there’s been close to zero research done on 

(Continued on page 11) 
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semi-pro baseball.  

My goal for semi-pro research is to construct a semi-pro 

database, with stats for all good leagues and teams. 

Which is impossible. In some cases, though, it’s not too 

difficult to compile stats. The Sacramento Valley League 

had statistics published for some seasons. Even if they’re 

not as complete as I’d like, they’re at least a good place to 

start. But most leagues and teams didn’t have statistics 

published, and would require going through all the box 

scores on newspaper.com and compiling the stats. That’s 

time-consuming, but not too bad. What makes me bang 

my head against the wall is that for most of the leagues, 

only a few of the clubs had newspapers carrying box 

scores, making statistics impossible. For those leagues 

and teams, constructing rosters and compiling what box 

scores are available is the best we can do. 

The Metropolitan Baseball Association was at least at the 

level of A or AA, but almost no research has been done on 

it. A book has been written about the Bushwicks 

(Baseball's Peerless Semipros: The Brooklyn Bushwicks 

of Dexter Park, by Thomas Barthel), but no stats have 

been compiled for the Bushwicks other than those which 

appeared some years in the Brooklyn Eagle and Brook-

lyn Citizen. And the only year I’ve found any stats for the 

MBA as a whole is 1940. You minor league researchers 

love compiling stats and standings for short-lived D 

leagues, so why not help out with the MBA?  

Semi-pro baseball isn’t the only thing I want to research. 

Anything that hasn’t been well-researched before, such as 

winter leagues, army leagues, and foreign leagues, would 

be included in this motley database.  

I also need some help. It would take a lifetime (or two) to 

thoroughly research semi-pro baseball, so if anyone is 

interested in helping, or already has information 

(especially stats), contact me at jiachetta42@gmail.com . 

I think the best place to start is just compiling rosters, to 

get a sense of who played for whom. 

Sailor Stroud’s Semi-Pro Career 

Sailor Stroud did well for the Hanford Kings in 1922 too, 

with a 15-12 record and 2.54 ERA. In 1923 he was 9-6 

with a 2.57 ERA, but was released by the Hanford Kings 

August 4th. He was out of work for a while, but signed 

with the independent Healdsburg Prune Packers in Sep-

tember, and won all six games he pitched for them.  

In 1924, Stroud sought reinstatement in the Pacific Coast 

League. He was forgiven, and pitched horribly for Salt 

Lake City and Sacramento. He was so-so the next two 

years for Salt Lake City, Hollywood, and Los Angeles, 

mostly in the bullpen. After putting up an ERA of 9.00 in 

6 games for Sacramento in 1927, he was released, and 

signed with the Oroville Olives of the Sacramento Valley 

League. He won both his games with them, but was re-

leased. After a while he signed with the Dunsmuir Oaks of 

the Siskiyou County League (Siskiyou, too), won and lost 

one, and was released. This was not the best part of his 

career.  

1928 was better. He started out with the Oroville Olives, 

but left in midseason to join the Beavers. He had a 1.99 

ERA in 7 relief appearances, but was released after a few 

weeks, and rejoined the Olives. Despite the disjointed 

season, he finished with a 9-5 record, 2.00 ERA, 115 

strikeouts, and just 21 walks allowed in 126 innings for 

Oroville.  

1929 was his last season. He was doing pretty well, 7-3 

win-loss and 4.43 RA, but left on June 11th for New Jer-

sey to visit his mother who was declining in health. When 

he returned to California, the season was over.  

He signed with the Olives in 1930, but hurt his arm and 

never pitched, ending a fine career.  
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Remembering Julio Lugo 

by Jim Moyes 

M 
y most memorable minor league moment 

took place back in 1996 at Old Kent Park in 

Grand Rapids when the Whitecaps hosted the 

Quad City River Bandits. 

This fun filled weekend began on a Friday night when I 

caught the attention of the on-deck hitter for the Bandits, 

a shortstop by the name of Julio Lugo.  It was late in the 

game and Julio was having one of those nights that one 

would like to soon forget.   

As one who always brought a scorebook to a ball game, I 

noticed that Julio had struck out in his first three appear-

ances at the plate. From my season ticket location in the 

third row I raised my scorebook to Julio and, accompa-

nied by a look of futility, deftly gave him the sign to “Just 

Lay a bunt down the third base line.” 

Sure enough, Julio did just that and beat out a bunt for a 

base hit.  All the season ticket holders packed around the 

on-deck circle roared in approval as Julio gave out the 

biggest smile imaginable while standing on first base. 

Julio’s base hit and his incredible smile bought him a 

boatload of fans for the reminder of the four-game week-

end stand. 

Even though we all wanted the Whitecaps to win, our 

group that numbered around twenty cheered lustfully for 

Julio for the next three games. 

Following the last out of the final game on Sunday, my 

wife Mary and I left our seats to begin our 45-minute 

drive back to our home in Muskegon.  But wait! As I was 

walking up the steps, I heard a voice from behind, and 

when I looked back there was Julio Lugo, climbing the 

wall and dashing towards me with his spikes making a 

loud clatter as he climbed the concrete staircase. 

With that big smile on his face, Julio shaked my hand and 

thanked me for making this a wonderful weekend.  Can 

you imagine this scene-taking place in the Big Leagues? 

From that day forward I always checked the box scores to 

see how Julio was progressing in his quest to make it to 

the big show. And make it he did!  First with the Astros, 

and later with the Red Sox and Orioles. 

Asheville Citizen-Times Apr 23, 1917 
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