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To evaluate a player or even a
team requires more patience in
baseball than in any other sport I
can think of. Legendary are the
batters with an incomparable
week or month who do very little
else once pitching coaches around
the league figure out that player’s
blind spot. On the flip side, some
players blossom into all-time
greats following lackluster perfor-
mances that sometimes last years.

Sandy Koufax’s first three sea-
sons in the majors produced just a
total of nine wins. In his last four
seasons, he led the majors in wins
three times, totaling 97 wins. It’s
not a stretch to imagine his being
dropped from the Dodgers after
his third season. Patience won out.

I have always been intrigued by
the National League Rookie of the
Year voting for the 1954 season.
The winner was Wally Moon,
whose career was serviceable. Af-
ter all, he made three All-Star
teams, won a Gold Glove and
played twice on World Series win-
ners. Not bad, right? Consider,

The Value of Patience
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2 Thoughts on Negro Leagues’ New Status

By Bernard McKenna
Major League Baseball’s recent deci-

sion to recognize the Negro Leagues as
major leagues changes nothing and
changes everything. Credit goes to the
men and women who built and sus-
tained African-American professional
baseball (i.e., players, owners, front-
office personnel and ballpark employ-
ees). Credit goes to the reporters and
newspapers that recorded stories of the
games, box scores, and team records.
Credit goes the people who labored to
build the Seamheads Negro League
database: Mike Lynch, Gary Ashwill,
Kevin Johnson, Larry Lester, Wayne
Stivers, Dick Clark, Scott Simkus and
Patrick Rock. Lester deserves special
mention. He founded the Negro
Leagues Museum and has written
scholarly books and articles on Negro
Leagues baseball. Without their work,
the Negro Leagues would have been
forgotten history.

Major League Baseball’s announce-
ment is welcome and should be cele-
brated, but the decision is not an eleva-
tion of the Negro Leagues. It is a recog-
nition. The words are crucial. Elevation
suggests that MLB had to intervene to
raise up the Negro Leagues. Recogni-
tion indicates that the Negro Leagues
were always major leagues and that Ma-
jor League Baseball now understands
that fact. The prevalence of the words
“elevation” and “elevated” reveals that
the announcement changes nothing. La-
tent and manifest prejudice lingers,
however well intentioned.

By Michelle Freeman
On December 16, 2020, Major League

Baseball announced that it was elevating
the 1920-1948 Negro Leagues to “major
league” status1.

This announcement came as a surprise
and welcome move at the tail end of a
disastrous year.

However, for people such as me, it was
a bittersweet moment. Having grown up
in Kansas City, where the Negro Leagues
were founded, this “announcement”
didn’t move the needle very much for
me. Per my late grandfather, Henry Yea-
ger Sr. and numerous others in his gener-
ation, players such as Josh Gibson,
Satchel Paige, Cool Papa Bell and Leon
Day were ALWAYS major. I’ve never
thought of any of these players as “less
than” nor considered their achievements
to be secondary to those of major-league
baseball players.

However, as with every institution in
America, white supremacy and racism
has been at the root of baseball’s incep-
tion. Although we formally recognize
Jackie Robinson as breaking the “color
barrier” in baseball in 1947, we know
that African American baseball players
were playing major-league baseball as
early as 1884. It was that year when
Moses Fleetwood Walker is said to have
made his major-league debut for the
Toledo Blue Stockings. Walker is consid-
ered as the last African American player
in the majors until Robinson officially
broke the color line in 1947.

For what reason were African Ameri-
cans not permitted to play in the major

Recognition, Not ElevationAlways Major League to Me

SABR 50
August 10-14, 2022

Hyatt Regency Inner Harbor

Save the New Date!Melanie Newman’s
unusual rookie season
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SABR Baltimore Babe Ruth Chapter
Formed 2015

Board of Directors
President - D. Bruce Brown (term expires SABR Day 2022)
dbrucebrown@gmail.com
443-742-4494
Vice President - Peter Coolbaugh (term expires SABR Day
2023)
peterc@baberuthmuseum.org
Treasurer - Dick O’Keefe (term expires SABR Day 2022)
simmkee@gmail.com
443-608-0634
Secretary - Leslie Hoffmeister (term expires SABR Day
2023)
leslie.hoffmeister@gmail.com
816-213-4502
At-Large - John Burbridge (term expires SABR Day 2023)
jjburbridgejr@gmail.com
Michael Gibbons (term expires SABR Day 2022)
michaelg@baberuthmuseum.org
David Stinson (term expires SABR Day 2022)
dylcarcal@aol.com

sabrbaberuth@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook, too.

Calendar
Regularly scheduled events
All are Zoom meetings until further notice
Peeps @ The Peeb

First Wednesday of the month, 7-9 P.M. unless noted
Talkin’ Baseball

Since 2001, Bob Davids Chapter hosts a guest speaker
First Saturday of the month, 9 A.M.

Called Shot lunch
BYO lunch and talk baseball
Third Wednesday of the month, noon

Baltimore Baseball Blabberings (new)
Free-for-all baseball chat, not recorded
Last Sunday of the month, 7-9 P.M.

Trivia Corner

Welcome, New Members

February
23-25: Babe Ruth Birthplace and Museum, 27th annual Babe
Ruth Birthday Bash (three-day virtual event)
24: Called Shot lunch Zoom, Dan Taylor, “Lights, Camera,
Fastball–How the Hollywood Stars Changed Baseball”
28: Baltimore Baseball Blabberings, first inning

March
3: Peeps @ The Peeb Zoom, Stephen Bratkovich will speak
on his book The Baseball Bat: From Trees to the Major
Leagues
6: Talkin’ Baseball Zoom, Greg Pryor, “The Year the Yankees
Made Me Shave”
17: Called Shot lunch Zoom, Mike Gimbel will speak on his
statistical findings from 2020 and previews of 2021
28: Baltimore Baseball Blabberings, second inning

April
1: Orioles season opener at Boston
1: Nationals home/season opener vs. New York Mets
3: Talkin’ Baseball Zoom, Brian Wright, “The New York
Mets’ All-time All-Stars”
7: Peeps @ The Peeb Zoom, former pro pitcher Dan Blewitt,
topic TBA
8: Orioles home opener vs. Boston Red Sox
21: Called Shot lunch Zoom, Jerry Manheim, This Never
Happened: The Mystery Behind the Death of Christy
Mathewson
25: Baltimore Baseball Blabberings, third inning

Getting to Know … Bob Golon
Bob Golon has lived in Little Egg Harbor, New Jersey,

Phillies country, since 2015, but he remains true to his New
York teams. He was born in Newark and spent his first 62
years, as he puts it, “in northern New Jersey, very north of
the ‘Mason-Dixon’ line in New Jersey that divides New York
fans from Philadelphia fans.”

After leaving sales and marketing
with Hewlett-Packard, he began a
second career as an archivist and is
now retired.

Golon started watching baseball
in 1957, following the Casey Stengel-
era Yankees. “Then in 1962,” he says,
“my favorite manager went to the
new Mets. What was there not to
like? More baseball on TV.” He re-
mains a fan of both New York teams.
“I’m able to mentally separate the
two, which is difficult for most fans
in the New York area.”

His first game was at Yankee Stadium in 1959 against the
Cleveland Indians. “Mickey Mantle won the first game of a
doubleheader with a 10th-inning home run that hit the back
of my mother’s seat in the right field lower deck. She
ducked as to not get hit with the ball. My father was furious.
‘Why didn’t you put your purse in front of it!’ “

But his favorite memory is of the 1969 Miracle Mets: “You
had to grow up in the early ‘60s onward to realize just how
big a deal that was. It WAS a miracle.”

His favorite players? One from each favorite team: Mantle
and Tom Seaver.

But New York comes in third for favorite ballpark, with
Citi Field trailing Camden Yards and Citizens Bank Park.

Golon’s hobbies revolve around reading and free-lancing
on projects and causes he’s associated with and supports.

This SABR member since 1994 wrote the SABR bio on
Dick Armstrong, the Orioles’ first PR director and a good
friend, is the author ofNoMinor Accomplishment: The Revival
of New Jersey Professional Baseball (2008), and had a speaking
part in the 2006 production of Yankeeography – Casey Stengel
(which can still be seen on the YES Network).

(His Baltimore connection: His son’s family lives in Fells
Point, and his grandson is an O’s fan, and they’ve shared
games at Camden Yards.)

Tom Balsamo Glen Burnie
Dan Blewett Washington, D.C.
Vivian Clark Columbia
Joseph Costa Mount Airy
Daniel Martin Baltimore
Timothy Newby Baltimore
Chris Rogers Bethesda
Charlie Sciabarra Ellicott City
BrandanVeit Annapolis

A tip of the trivia cap to Marty Payne for this two-parter
on sluggers from Maryland.

At one time, the top two career home run leaders were
from Maryland. Who were they?

Name the three players native to the Eastern Shore to lead
a major league in home runs.

Answer on Page 9.

mailto:dbrucebrown@gmail.com
mailto:peterc@baberuthmuseum.org
mailto:simmkee@gmail.com
mailto:leslie.hoffmeister@gmail.com
mailto:jjburbridgejr@gmail.com
mailto:michaelg@baberuthmuseum.org
mailto:dylcarcal@aol.com 
mailto:sabrbaberuth@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/sabrbaltimorebaberuth/
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2020 Dodgers: Epic Numbers in a Short Season

Richards � Continued on Page 9

By Tom Hanrahan
The Dodgers won. The Dodgers had an excellent year, in

many respects one of the best seasons ever. But, of course, it
was a COVID-shortened season; so how can we reasonably
assess just how “great” a team they were, and are? How can
a 60-game sprint (or middle-distance event) ever compare to
a normal 162-game marathon? I attempt to answer this here,
with caveats.

Some facts:
First, the Dodgers’ winning percentage for the regular

season plus playoff games was
.718 (43-17 plus 13-5 = 56-22). This
is higher than any team since the
1927 New York Yankees. Higher
than the 1998 Yankees, 2001 Seat-
tle Mariners, everyone else.

Second, the Dodgers’ ratio of
runs scored to runs allowed in the
regular season, 349 to 213 or
1.638, is the second-highest since
1900, behind only the 1939 Yan-
kees. The same is true if you in-
clude the playoffs.

Third, the Dodgers hit more home runs per game than any
team ever.

Fourth, the Dodgers’ 2020 success was not a case of
“where did THOSE guys come from?”. Their record in the
three previous seasons was 106-56, 92-71 and 104-58. They
were projected to be the best team back in the winter, and
indeed they were.

However, many say … 60 games are not 162 games. Per-
centage or Rate stats should not be given equal weight. True.

However … the Dodgers actually accomplished more in 60
games than many World Series champions did in 162! The
Dodgers finished with 26 more wins than losses. Since 2000,
there have been 20 other champions. Of these, nine had
FEWER than 26 extra wins, and one had the same; so HALF
of all Word Series winners this millennium did not exceed in
162 games what the Dodgers did in 60! (a list of these 10
teams, ranked by fewest “wins minus losses”: 2006 Cardi-
nals, ’00 Yankees, ’14 Giants, ’11 Cardinals, ’03 Marlins, ’10
Giants, ’08 Phillies, ’01 Diamondbacks, ’19 Nationals, ’12 Gi-
ants). And, of course, the playoffs were more of a challenge
to get through in 2020; no other team has ever had to win 13
postseason games, across four different must-win series.
And they essentially had no home-field advantage while
doing so.

So, were the 2020 Dahdgers a worthy World Series cham-
pion? Should their trophy be ”asterisked” in the minds of
fans? Nay, nay, I say. They played above the already-excel-
lent pace they had established over previous reasons. They
were more dominant in this season than any team-season in
the past 80 years. They scored the most runs in the National
League, and they allowed the fewest. They won more than
they lost in three-eighths of a season’s length than many
other recent champs did over a full year. Yes, we will have
to wait for future years to determine if the Dodgers can jus-
tifiably be called a “dynasty”. We did not know after 1975 if
the Big Red Machine was a mini-dynasty, until they re-
peated in 1976. But as of the winter of 2020-21 … the
Dodgers are truly a great team, one that did everything they
could in the time they had. Whether we like them or not
(and I don’t, actually), all hail the worthy champs.

A way-too-early historical perspective on the World Series champions

Paul Richards’ ‘Small Ball’ Would Not Compute Today
By Francis Kinlaw

During Earl Weaver’s tenure as the Orioles’ field manager
from 1968 through 1986, his fundamental managerial philos-
ophy regarding sacrifice bunts was often proclaimed ver-
bally. In 1984, Weaver summarized---with literary assistance
from Terry Pluto---his thoughts in a book entitled Weaver on
Strategy: A Guide for Armchair Managers by Baseball’s Master
Tactician. Weaver’s basic concepts, which have been en-
dorsed by numerous baseball analysts in the intervening
years, were the following: (1) Teams should be built around
power hitters, (2) The word “sacrifice” means you are giving
something up, and (3) Giving up one of three outs in an in-
ning makes scoring more difficult. With impressive offensive
talent available to him, Weaver experienced success and led
the Birds to five pennants and two world championships.

Another consequential manager in Orioles history placed
his faith in a strategic doctrine quite different from Weaver’s.
During nearly seven full seasons in the Baltimore dugout
(from the beginning of the 1955 season through August
1961), Paul Richards employed bunting as a key component
when his players were on basepaths and, in a book entitled
Modern Baseball Strategy, expressed the opinion that man-
agers should install players capable of bunting well in the
second position of a batting order. Richards practiced what
he preached. Having serving as the skipper of the Chicago
White Sox before his stint with the Orioles, he called for
more bunts in the 1950s than any of his American League
peers. His Baltimore teams led the league in sacrifice bunts
in 1957 and 1959.

Although Weaver achieved a significantly greater degree
of success than Richards while ruling the roost in the Ori-

oles’ dugout, the merits of their respective contrasting
strategic preferences cannot be properly evaluated due to
drastically different levels of talent available to the two
men. After all, Richards’ most feared power hitter was Gus
Triandos, while Weaver could
wait---usually not very long---for
Frank Robinson, Boog Powell or
someone else to belt a ball over a
fence.

Furthermore, because the char-
acteristics of the American League
teams against which Richards
managed were unique, it is diffi-
cult to draw a reasonable compar-
ison between the numbers of
bunts compiled by Richards’
teams and those registered by
their opponents. Richards’ fate
was to manage 50 percent of his
games in spacious Memorial Sta-
dium with clubs that featured relatively low on-base per-
centages (resulting in fewer baserunners) and tended to
score runs in small batches. Several opposing clubs exhib-
ited greater power and/or played more often in confined
stadiums.

Despite these obstacles to meaningful data-driven analy-
sis, however, a few facts are notable regarding Richards’ ad-
herence to a skill that has since become de-emphasized in
the major leagues.
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Melanie Newman’s Rookie Season in O’s Broadcast Booth
The 2020 baseball season was the one when Melanie New-

man made the jump from broadcasting AA games to the ma-
jors. Then the COVID-19 pandemic upended everything,
and she called her first regular-season Orioles game in Au-
gust.
The Baltimore Chop caught up with Newman in early Feb-

ruary for a look back and a look ahead.
The Baltimore Chop: Will you be calling spring training,

whatever that looks like?
Melanie Newman: We still do not have any information

about spring training yet, but I can imagine if there are re-
motely called games, we will be broadcasting them from
Camden Yards.
TBC: Obviously last year was not as you’d imagined your

“rookie” MLB season to be. How was your reception, gener-
ally?
MN: My reception was anything but normal but still posi-

tive. I never imagined the first game I called would take
place in DC while I
was in Camden
Yards and there
were only three
people in the en-
tire stadium. The
Orioles and
MASN were so
welcoming and
such a great hype
crew from the in-
side out, provid-
ing me with en-
couragement and
constructive criti-
cism every step of
the way. Of course,
fan interaction
came mostly online, but the congratulations blew me away.
TBC: Was there sexism, from baseball people and/or fans?

Were you prepared for it?
MN: It's funny, I have always dealt with sexism in some

form or another throughout my entire career and it doesn't
make it okay, but I have become so adjusted to the whole
thing that I quit paying attention. Diamondback broadcaster
Steve Berthiaume was the first to really hammer it home that
I should never stoop down to respond to dribble on social
media. Befriending Jessica Kleinschmidt, now with NBC Bay
Area, was a complete transformation of how I carried myself
just because she showed me why and how to believe in my-
self and back it up.
TBC: Did anyone apologize?
MN: I have received a few emails from fans recanting their

initial doubts due to my gender. Honestly, I don't know how
to ever approach those, one, because I did not know nor pay
attention to their doubt in the first place and two, it was
pretty poor to doubt due to gender at all even though I ap-
preciate the change of mind.
TBC: Have you heard from girls? Boys?
MN: All the time. Mostly, I hear from parents because the

children are still pretty young, but reading how homes are
educating their children on eradicating gender from occupa-
tion ideals is really amazing. It's always emotional to hear
that a little girl got super excited to hear a voice like hers
talking about a game she also loves.
TBC: Have you received support from other female an-

nouncers/sports journalists?
MN: Droves. I would not be here without the other

women, and good men, of this industry. Growing alongside
women like Emma Tiedemann, Kirsten Karbach, and Alexa
Kay in the minor leagues was a godsend to have other fe-

males to vent and relate to, and furthermore the strength to
face things because that sounding board would tell me it
was time to stand up for myself. On the other side, Dani
Wexelman, Jenny Cavnar (Colorado), Emily Jones (Texas),
Julia Morales (Houston) and of course Suzyn Waldman
(Yankees) are just a few of the women in the major-league
arena who have done everything from helping me network
to critiquing my work and even answering best spots to eat
on the road, where to ship clothes, etc. It takes so much to be
here, but it takes having people who specifically understand
what you're going through to truly survive.
TBC: What was it like adapting to COVID restrictions in a

new job with a new team in a new town at a new level in
your profession? Did announcers share tips on dealing with
COVID—your colleagues, announcers with other teams?
How did this change your routine, game preparation, etc.?
MN: HA--wow, I could have never imagined finally mak-

ing my break and a global pandemic coinciding. Honestly,
there wasn't an outlet to get much advice from in this time
because, like me, no one else had dealt with something like
this before. I do feel lucky to be young enough to adapt to
the technology introduced to make remote broadcasts nec-
essary, and after the first few games, it became a little easier
to utilize the multiple camera angles.

As the season moved on and we were able to coordinate
Zooms for broadcasters, different people would present
different "hacks" to handle the long distance. In the end, I
only spent the two quiet months of the season in Baltimore,
spending most preparation time at my apartment, as we
weren't allowed into the stadium until 90 minutes before
first pitch and solely into our work area. I did, however, en-
joy taking long runs along the Inner Harbor!
TBC: Anything you’d like to add?
MN: It's a thrill to be in a city steeped in baseball history

and a team that not only embraces me but sought me out,
liking that I brought something different to the table. I really
hope we have brighter, louder days ahead at Camden Yards
because there are going to be some amazing stories to share.

–Ruth Sadler

Did you know that not only does the Babe Ruth Birthplace
and Museum offer a glimpse into Baltimore's past, but you
can host an event at the museum? Pregame parties, birthday
parties, showers, retirement parties, holiday or any special
occasion, socially distant gatherings, whatever you can
imagine. We offer indoor and outdoor space for your event
at reasonable rates.

Contact the museum's venue coordinator, Renee Cool-
baugh, at events@baberuthmuseum.org or (443) 873-0903.

More at the Babe Ruth Museum

Tune in Babe’s Virtual Birthday Bash
This year, celebrating the Babe's

birthday will be virtual and free.
Thanks to an anonymous donor
and our sponsors you the sports
fan will have free access to two pro-
grams on the Orioles, one on the
Babe and one on University of
Maryland sports.

Visit birthdaybash.givesmart
.com for more information.

Tickets can be purchased for the
Q&A but you do not need to regis-
ter unless you wish to participate
in the auction.

mailto:events@baberuthmuseum.org
http://birthdaybash.givesmart.com
http://birthdaybash.givesmart.com
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Babe’s Father � Continued on Page 9

George Herman Ruth Sr., The Babe’s Father
By Fred Glueckstein

On February 6, 1895, George Herman “Babe” Ruth Jr. was
born at 216 Emory Street in Baltimore to George Herman
Ruth Sr. and Catherine “Katie” Schamberger Ruth. At the
time of the Babe’s birth, Katie, born July 12, 1873 in Balti-
more, was 21 years of age. George was 23, born on January
30, 1872, also in Baltimore.

George Herman Ruth Sr.’s parents, John Anton Ruth I
(1844-1897) and Mary Strodman Ruth (1845-1894), were
born in Maryland of German heritage. John Ruth made
lightning rods, and his sons George and John worked for a
while in his business. Afterward, George became a horse
driver, an agent, a salesman, a grip man on the streetcars and
eventually a bartender.

In the 1890s, George worked as a counterman in a grocery
and saloon on Frederick Avenue, where he and the family
lived. While living with his parents, George married Katie
Schamberger on June 25, 1894 and became a father. His son
was named George Herman Ruth Jr.

When young Ruth was 5, George Sr. moved his family a
few blocks south from Emory Street to Woodyear Street,
where he and his brother John opened their own lightning
rod business.

In August 1900, twin girls were born to George and Katie
Ruth. However, only one of them, Mary Margaret, called
Mamie, survived. Soon after her birth, George Sr. again gave
up lightning rods and went back into the saloon trade.

In April 1901, George Sr. was granted a liquor license to
operate a saloon at the corner of South Paca and West Cam-
den streets in the industrial heart of the city. The family lived
over the bar. George and Katie worked long, hard hours in
the saloon, which was open all day and part of the night. Af-
ter a while, George was overcome with problems running
the saloon and Katie was often fatigued and ill. Young
George soon became a terrible problem.

In his autobiography, Ruth told Bob Considine that look-
ing back on his boyhood, he honestly didn’t remember being
aware of the difference between right and wrong. If his par-
ents had something he wanted, Ruth said he took it. For
George and Katie Ruth, it became ever more difficult to con-
trol their son. Finally, on June 13, 1902, George Sr. and Katie
signed over custody of George Jr., who was just under 7½
years old, to St. Mary’s Industrial School for Boys in Balti-
more, an orphanage and reform school. Young George was
listed as “incorrigible”.

Babe Ruthʼs birth certificate. “Return” means that a doctor
is reporting a birth to the county or state.

In April 1903, George Sr. applied for a liquor license at a
new location on Hanover Street, a few blocks southeast of
the railyard for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad's Camden
Station. A year later, he put the bar up for sale.

As construction on the B&O warehouse adjacent to Cam-
den Station reached completion, George Sr. bought a new sa-
loon in November 1905 at 406 West Conway Street. He oper-
ated the business until 1912. The Conway Street saloon was
located at what is now center field at Oriole Park at Camden
Yards.

On March 17, 1906, George Sr. filed for divorce, charging
Katie with drunkenness and infidelity with his bartender
George Sowers. On May 15, 1906, a notice of divorce of
George and Catherine Ruth appeared in the Baltimore Sun.

George Sr. did not visit his son at St. Mary’s, according to
Louis J. “Fats” Leisman, who was there with Ruth. Leisman,
who wrote a 36-page pamphlet in 1956 titled I Was with
Babe Ruth at St. Mary’s, recalled a Sunday visiting day
around 1912. Leisman wrote that he was feeling sorry for
himself because his father was dead, his mother was ill and
he had had no visitors for two years. Leisman said Ruth told
him: “You’re lucky, Fats. I haven’t seen my father in 10
years.”

Katie visited her son once a month. On August 1, 1912,
Katie was admitted to Municipal Tuberculosis Hospital,
where she died on August 12, 1912. Katie Ruth was 39. The
official cause of death was exhaustion and lung disease.
Some accounts say Ruth was let out of St. Mary’s only for
her funeral.

Ruth lived at St. Mary’s from 1902 until 1914, when he was
signed by the Baltimore Orioles of the International League.
While in spring training, Ruth was nicknamed the Babe.

On Christmas Day 1915, George Sr. remarried. His bride
was Martha E. Sipes, who was 20 years his junior. At the age
of 16, Martha had been married for six months to a Baltimore
policeman. Three years before George Sr. and Martha’s mar-
riage, she had been living with him above his saloon at 406
West Conway. That year, 1912, George Sr. applied for a new
liquor license for the West Conway saloon.

The saloon proved to be unlucky for George. The bar was
raided by police for serving liquor on Sundays, a fire was
started by rats gnawing on matches in the cellar, endanger-
ing his nieces, and Katie Ruth died. Following these events,
George Sr. quit the saloon business and returned to repairing
lightning rods and harnesses.

The Babe, meanwhile, was having great success as a ma-
jor-league player. In his first full season as a pitcher for the
Boston Red Sox in 1915, the Babe won 18 games and lost

George Ruth Sr. (right) and Babe Ruth (second from
right) at the Eutaw Street saloon, Christmas season 1915.
(Babe Ruth Birthplace and Museum)
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Getting to Know Us: More than Baltimore and the Babe

•We’re Number Four!
With 352 members (and 108 calling it their home chapter)

in mid-February, we have the fourth-largest membership of
any of SABR’s 68 U.S. local chapters. Only Bob Davids
(SABR’s first local chapter, the one from which we are de-
scended), Emil Rothe (Chicago) and New York-Casey Sten-
gel (Greater New York City) have more members. Many
BBRC members are also Bob Davids members, too.
•Geographically speaking

Most (206) of our members are Marylanders.
We have members in 24 other states, plus the District of

Columbia, Canada and the Dominican Republic.
Maryland borders four states (Delaware, Pennsylvania,

Virginia and West Virginia) and D.C., and we have members
in all of these neighbors.
•Our hometowns

The Baltimore metro area has the most members (104), fol-
lowed by the D.C. metro area (83). But the D.C. metro area
as a whole (D.C. itself and its Maryland and Virginia sub-
urbs) forms the bulk of membership.
•Hall of Fame

Our small state boasts 11 native-born Hall of Famers, hail-
ing from seven of Maryland’s 23 counties and Baltimore
City. But we have no members in two of those counties—Cal
Ripken Jr.’s Harford County and Lefty Grove’s Allegany
County (his tiny hometown of Lonaconing was in the spot-
light in January when the winning ticket for the $731 million
Powerball jackpot was sold there).

The other Hall of Fame counties: Baltimore City (Babe
Ruth, Al Kaline, John Schuerholz), Cecil (Vic Willis), Mont-
gomery (Bowie Kuhn), Queen Anne’s (Jimmie Foxx), Talbot
(Harold Baines, Frank “Home Run” Baker) and Worcester
(Judy Johnson).
•Historical connections

Our namesake is Babe Ruth.
The home base for our past three SABR Day meetings

(2021 would have been #4) has been the Peabody Heights
Brewery. The brewery is located on the former site of Oriole
Park V, home of the Baltimore Terrapins of the Federal
League in 1914 and 1915 and the International League Ori-
oles from 1916 until 1944, when it burned down. (Full dis-
closure: Owner Dick O’Keefe is our chapter treasurer. Edito-
rial comment: The beer is really good!)

Fun Facts

• My wife is from Baltimore (one of her prized posses-
sions is a paper plate autographed by Brooks Robinson
when she was a kid) so it was an easy switch for me to drive
the extra half-hour to hang out with Orioles and American
League fans, in the birthplace of Babe Ruth. (I am, above all,
a Yankee fan.) —Matt Dodge, Hockessin, Delaware

• I've always had an interest in the history of Baltimore
baseball and Babe Ruth. It was nice to be able to hop on
some of the chapter Zooms. —David Scrivines, Fairfield, Con-
necticut

• I have always liked the Orioles, except when they
whupped the Phillies in 1983. Anyway, in pre-COVID times
it took about the same time to drive and park in for the Con-
nie Mack Chapter meetings in Philly as it did to go to those
meetings of the Baltimore chapter. You have a great chem-
istry in your membership and imaginative planning in your
meetings—great camaraderie. —Brian Engelhardt, Reading,
Pennsylvania

• I checked the SABR calendar and saw a Zoom session
that fit my schedule. I've enjoyed the sessions and hope to
schedule others. —Thomas Biblewski, Toledo, Ohio

• I am a native Baltimorean and graduated from Perry
Hall High School in 1969. ... I wrote two baseball books, Jim-
mie Foxx: The Pride of Sudlersville and The Glory of the 1966
Orioles and Baltimore. I am writing a book about the 1969-
1971 Orioles and hope to be finished soon. I still love Balti-
more! —Mark Millikin, Raleigh, North Carolina

• I’ve been assisting Bruce Brown with his wonderful
daily Horsehide Trivia emails for a few years and occasion-
ally like to join in on Baltimore Zooms that are of interest to
me. —Larry Hayes, San Francisco

• I am a big baseball fan and remember the great Oriole
teams from 1966 to 1983. I've been to both the old and new
baseball stadiums in Baltimore... I planned to go to the an-
nual SABR meeting in Baltimore, but it was canceled. —
Matthew Viereck, Wilmington, Delaware

• I attended what I would describe as a mini-SABR con-
vention in Baltimore in 2001 that was hosted by the Bob
Davids chapter when it was both Washington and Baltimore
(visit to Babe Ruth house, two games at Camden Yards, etc.).
I enjoyed the event and the SABR members and joined.
When the Baltimore chapter separated from the joint ar-
rangement I decided to stay with Baltimore because I find
the ride to be better and I prefer the Orioles over the Nation-
als. —David Riggs, Williamsburg, Virginia

• I was born and raised in Baltimore.… I've been an Oriole
season ticket holder since 1984. … In 2014 I retired and
moved to Sarasota. We have spring ticket plans for both

Sarasota (Orioles) and Bradenton (Pirates). Dave Raglin is a
good friend of mine, as is Bruce Brown. —Robert Kominski,
Sarasota, Florida

• Because I'm a baseball junkie. Pure and simple. —Ryan
Schroer, Columbus, Indiana

• I was on the board of the Babe Ruth Museum for many
years, and remain involved. Good friend of Mike Gibbons…
I run the annual SABR Day in NYC and co-chaired the na-
tional convention in NYC in 2017. —Ernestine Miller, New
York City

• I love the Babe Ruth legend and also the 1960’s and
1970’s Orioles dynasty. —Denny Schanz, St. Louis

• My wife’s cousin, Peter Coolbaugh, knew I was a huge
baseball fan & invited me to join. —Dave Zack, Henderson,
Nevada

• For years, I attended the Bob Davids chapter January
meeting, which are excellent. Once the Baltimore chapter
split off, it made sense to be a member of Baltimore as well.
Baltimore is only 1:45 from my house, so it’s not a long trip.
Baltimore had some excellent meetings, so that helps as
well.—Jack Morris, Pottstown, Pennsylvania

Members � Continued on Page 9

In Your Own Words

It’s the personal as well as the sports connections that
have brought SABR-ites from out of the area to our chapter.

Take a bow, Bruce Brown, SABR’s trivia-meister and
BRRC president since our beginning in 2015. Bruce has
friends throughout SABR, and not all are fellow trivial pur-
suers. He has built a strong chapter in a few short years, and
one silver lining of the COVID pandemic is that more SABR
members have been able to join in our activities and dis-
cover our chapter.

Thanks to all of our out-of-the-area friends who an-
swered an email question “why” from The Baltimore Chop.
Compliments were unsolicited, but we appreciate them!

We heard from former Baltimoreans, people with Balti-
more relatives, Babe Ruth fans and researchers, people who
made presentations to our group, SABR members who test-
drive different chapters and like what they see here, Yankee
and Red Sox fans, and, of course, Oriole fans. Comments
have been edited for style and length.
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Major � From Page 1 fully take his place along-
side Bob Feller as the two
pitchers who pitched
Opening Day no-hitters.
Day achieved this upon
his return from World
War II in May 1946 with
the Newark Eagles
against the Philadelphia
Stars. On July 31, 1942,
Day also set a Negro
League record for strike-
outs in a single game. He
struck out 18 batters, in-
cluding Roy Campanella
three times. Day also ap-
peared in a record-setting
seven East-West All-Star
Games2.

Further, these players and their estates deserve compensa-
tion. This recognition by MLB is the right thing to do. How-
ever, many of the surviving Negro League baseball players
were not awarded pensions by MLB. How far will this an-
nouncement go, and what will it mean financially for the es-
tates of the players? These questions remain unanswered at
this time.

Moving forward, I feel that a commission should be as-
sembled to correct the baseball statistics to include those
achievements by Negro League baseball players as well as
determining a monetary mechanism by which these players
and their families can finally be rewarded.

Negro League baseball players have always been major.
I’m glad that MLB is correcting this oversight and rightly
celebrating the achievements of these players who over-
come insurmountable odds to play America’s pastime.

Sources
1.“The Negro Leagues are now ‘major league’ in eyes of
MLB, its stats are part of official record.” Washington Post,
December 16, 2020. https://www.washingtonpost.com/
sports/2020/12/16/negro-leagues-stats-mlb/
2. Thomas Kern, “Leon Day”, SABR Biography Project,
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/leon-day/

Michelle Freeman with nephew
Kristopher Thompson and Leon
Day. (Photo courtesy of
Michelle Freeman, 2015)

(From left) Henry Yeager Sr., Negro
Leagues Baseball Museum president
Bob Kenrick Kristopher Thompson.
and (Photo courtesy of Michelle
Freeman, 2015)

leagues? The answer is simply due to segregation and the
notion that the races needed to be separated due to divine
will or the belief that white people were superior in every
way. However, America was robbed of the chance to see the
very best baseball players play against their equals in the
majors. Imagine how differ-
ent major-league statistics
would be if players such as
Babe Ruth, Ted Williams or
Lou Gehrig were to have
faced Paige (in his prime),
Leon Day, Martin Dihigo or
Bullet Rogan? We will never
know, because the powers
that be succumbed to the
notion that certain players
were inferior solely due to
the color of their skin.

From 1920 to 1948, Negro
League baseball flourished.
From its humble beginning
in Kansas City in February
1920, stars such as Gibson,
Bell, Paige, Day, Ted “Dou-
ble Duty” Radcliffe, and
others would perform mon-
umental efforts on the base-
ball diamond.

The Negro Leagues Base-
ball Museum in Kansas City
displays pictures of fans
dressed in their Sunday best
to see their favorite ball
players. Negro League
baseball was a highlight of
an era full of strife, and
sometimes terror, for
African Americans. I grew
up hearing stories from my
grandfather of seeing Paige
pitch or hearing about the numerous home runs that Gibson
hit. There was nothing in my late grandfather’s words and
stories that revealed that these men were anything less than
extraordinary. They provided an outlet of entertainment and
escape for African Americans who were navigating Jim
Crow America. For nine innings, or sometimes more, people

could get lost in the
antics of Satchel’s
windup fastball or
watching Cool
Papa Bell steal
bases at lightning
speed. The commu-
nity that celebrated
and uplifted these
players always her-
alded them as ma-
jor-league players
and nothing less.

Since MLB is fi-
nally correcting a
wrong, what this
a n n o u n c e m e n t
should also mean is
correcting the offi-
cial major-league
baseball statistics.
By doing so, Leon
Day would right-

Henry Yeager Sr. with Josh
Gibson. (Photo courtesy of
Michelle Freeman, 2015)

however, two of the players he beat in that 1954 ROY vote:
Ernie Banks and Hank Aaron. Their careers are among the
greatest ever. If you had been a GM of the Cubs or Braves
that year, would you have considered trading your rookie
for Moon? If you are smart, you wouldn’t trade him for THE
moon! For those GMs, patience won the day.

Players like Cal Ripken and Frank Robinson are easy sto-
ries to tell because they hit the ground running and soared
to even greater heights with career stories we love to hear.

SABR itself might have been judged a pipe dream 50 years
ago, but we have patiently grown, improving every year. If
you were anything like me, you were bursting with pride on
SABR Day, January 30, hearing the kudos from so many
people in baseball who are thankful for and impressed by
SABR’s accomplishments during its first half-century.

The COVID-19 pandemic has tested the patience of every-
one. No one has been immune to its effects. Maybe we’ll all
emerge with a new appreciation for the importance of pa-
tience.

President � From Page 1

https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2020/12/16/negro-leagues-stats-mlb/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2020/12/16/negro-leagues-stats-mlb/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/leon-day/
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Recognition � From Page 1
We must also not forget that the announcement changes

nothing regarding the circumstances of the men and women
involved in the Negro Leagues. They could not play baseball
because of their race. The sins of racism cost Negro Leaguers
their full part in history. The sins of racism deprived fans of
truly competitive major-league baseball. Nothing we do will
change history, and we should recognize that and elevate
our understanding of the consequences of racism. Would
Baltimore’s Babe Ruth have done so well if he had had to
face African-American pitchers? How much more impres-
sive would Baltimore Elite Giants catcher Roy Campanella’s
achievements have been? And what of Satchel Paige, who
played briefly for the Baltimore Black Sox? Would the influx
of talent have accelerated expansion? Would Baltimore have
been recognized as a major-league city sooner? We can
never answer these questions. Nothing has changed.

But everything has changed. Baltimore has been recog-
nized for what it was, a major-league city. The Baltimore
Black Sox and Baltimore Elite Giants were and are part of
major-league history. Baltimore can claim two additional
major-league championships. The Baltimore Elite Giants
won the Negro National League title in 1939. Roy Cam-
panella was part of that team. The Black
Sox won the American Negro League ti-
tle in 1929. That team may have been the
best Baltimore ever fielded, including
the Orioles of the 1890s who won three
National League pennants and included
seven Hall of Famers. The 1929 Black
Sox also rival the best of the American
League Oriole teams, who have won six
pennants and three World Series. When
we mention Brooks Robinson and John
McGraw, we should also mention Ghost
Marcelle. When we mention Willie
Keeler, we should also name Rap Dixon among the greatest
hitters to wear a Baltimore uniform. Keeler hit in 44 consec-
utive games while playing for the 1897 Orioles. He still
owns a share of the National League record. In 1929, Dixon
reached base 16 consecutive times, sharing, with Ted
Williams, second place in major-league history. Dixon also
had 14 consecutive hits, which is a major-league record.

Baltimore can also boast that Jud Wilson, Satchel Paige,
Leon Day, Mule Suttles, Ben Taylor, Pete Hill and Biz
Mackey wore the city’s uniform and are in Cooperstown as

major-league ballplayers. Players
who wore a Baltimore uniform who
should be in the Hall of Fame include
Bill Byrd and Henry Kimbro of the
Elite Giants. Kimbro may have pos-
sessed the best arm in Negro Leagues
history. Newspapers report that he
could throw the ball on the fly from
deep center to the plate. John Beck-
with, Rap Dixon, Fats Jenkins, Dick
Lundy and Laymon Yokely wore the
Black Sox uniform and deserve Hall
of Fame consideration. Beckwith
played a strong defensive game at

short while hitting for power and average. Cal Ripken Jr.
was a Beckwith-like shortstop. Beckwith played for the
Black Sox for parts of three seasons. He hit .386 in 1924 and
.404 in 1925.

The best player to ever play for Baltimore in the Negro
Leagues was, arguably, Jud Wilson. The newspapers called
him “Babe Ruth” Wilson, although Rogers Hornsby would
be a more appropriate comparable. Satchel Paige gave him
the nickname “Boojum” when they were teammates in 1930.
Paige explained that when Wilson’s bat made contact with
the ball, it resounded with a “boojum”. He spent nine years

in a Baltimore uniform, more than
with any other team, and his career
with the Black Sox includes just under
half of the games he would play. For
the Black Sox, according to Seam-
heads.com, his career average was
.389, with an OBP of .437. Wilson’s
lifetime batting average, in the Negro
Leagues, was .357 over 24 years. He
now, officially, ranks third all-time,
behind Ty Cobb (.366) and Hornsby
(.358) and just ahead of Shoeless Joe
Jackson (.356).

The performance of African Ameri-
cans in the Negro Leagues is now
rewriting the major-league record
books. Baltimore was the setting for part of that newly recog-
nized history. For years, it was believed that Don Larsen’s
perfect game, against the Dodgers in 1956, was the first and
only no-hitter in the World Series. Negro Leagues veterans
and scholars knew that the first no-hitter actually occurred

30 years earlier. On October 3, 1926,
Red Grier pitched a no-hitter for the
Atlantic City Bacharachs against the
Chicago American Giants in Balti-
more. The Negro League World Series
was played at neutral sites, and Balti-
more played host to championship
games in 1920, 1924, and 1926. Grier’s
historic performance took place at
Black Sox Park (aka Maryland Park),
the current location of the Wheelabra-
tor Plant. No plaque or historical
marker honors that moment or the
sites of African-American professional
baseball history in Baltimore.

We must continue the work of recog-
nition. We must advocate for historical
markers at the locations of Maryland
Park and the Westport Baseball

Grounds, site of the 1920 Negro League Championship and
the first Black Sox Park. Bugle Field, home of the Elite Gi-
ants, should also have formal recognition as should the site
of Union League Park in South Baltimore, where the team
that would become the Black Sox, then known as the Balti-
more Giants, played ball for the Colored Professional Base-
ball Association, an early Negro League.

Major League Baseball, to its credit, has recognized a por-
tion of Negro Leagues history as equal. Major League Base-
ball needs to do more. The recognition stops in 1948, even
though the Boston Red Sox did not integrate until 1959. The
Baltimore Elite Giants championship of 1949 should be rec-
ognized as a major-league championship. The men who
played for the Black Sox (and Baltimore Giants), prior to
1923, should also be recognized for their major-league ac-
complishments. Doc Sykes, for example, was active for the
Black Sox of the Eastern Colored League, but his best days as
a pitcher were for the pre-ECL Black Sox. Blainey Hall, an-
other pre-ECL Black Sox star, listed his job on the 1920 cen-
sus as a “professional baseball player”. Major League Base-
ball must also consider recognizing the Mexican leagues of
the 1940s as major leagues. Many African-American stars
played for teams in Mexico, drawn by the promise of higher
salaries and a culture that was less bigoted.

In 1971, Crush Holloway, who played for both the Black
Sox and Elite Giants, told John Holway in a Baltimore Sun
article that Negro League history is “forgotten history” and
that “nobody is going to dig it up.” He may have been sur-
prised by Major League Baseball’s announcement. We must
see that recognition as progress, but the movement toward
full recognition must not stop.

John Beckwith

Henry Kimbro

Rap Dixon

Jud Wilson
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Members � From Page 6

Trivia Answer

Babe Ruth and Jimmie Foxx.
Frank “Home Run” Baker of Trappe and the Philadelphia

A’s led the American league in 1911, ’12 and ’13. Jimmie
Foxx of Sudlersville and the A’s, led the AL in 1932, ’33, ’35
and ’39. The third was Bill “Swish” Nicholson of Chester-
town and the Chicago Cubs, who led the National League
in home runs in 1943 and 1944.

• After moving to the Baltimore area from North Carolina
in 1966, I attended numerous Orioles games in Memorial
Stadium in the late 1960s and early 1970s. I continue to fol-
low the team closely and attend games at Camden Yards
when visiting relatives who live in Maryland. Furthermore,
as a SABR member since 1983, I have become friends with
many members of the Babe Ruth Chapter following conver-
sations at SABR's annual conventions. —Francis Kinlaw,
Greensboro, North Carolina

• I actually live in Colorado, and am the current president
of the Rocky Mountain chapter of SABR. My mother and
sister live in Catonsville, and when I have visited about
twice a year (pre-COVID) I usually have breakfast with
Bruce Brown, Peter Coolbaugh, Pete Cottrell and Leslie
Hoffmeister, friends I have long known from having at-
tended 20 conventions in a row. —Paul Parker, Boulder

• What attracted me to the SABR Babe Ruth chapter: Babe
Ruth, Peter Coolbaugh and Baltimore. I’m in NC, and as
you know, I've done some baseball research and writing
that deals with the Babe [The Called Shot: Babe Ruth, the
Chicago Cubs, and the Unforgettable Major League Baseball Sea-
son of 1932]. Plus, I love The Baltimore Chop. —Tom Wolf,
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

• I did a presentation for your chapter about my book
Babe Ruth—A Superstar's Legacy. —Jerry Amernic, Toronto

• I joined SABR in 1973 and was a member of the Balti-
more-Washington chapter (what became the Bob Davids
chapter) when it was formed. I lived in Maryland from 1961
to 2002 and was an Orioles fan. Being a member of the Babe
Ruth chapter helps me stay in touch with home. —Lyle
Spatz, Boynton Beach, Florida

• First and foremost, I heard this chapter is the best in the
country, led by esteemed baseball experts like Pocono Pete
and D Bruce, master of trivia. Secondarily, our daughter
used to work in Baltimore and we visited her often. Thirdly,
I have some school chums and relatives in the area. —Scott
McCay, Katy, Texas

• I am a lifelong fan of the Orioles, even though I grew up
in Tulsa, Oklahoma. My aunt and uncle lived in Balti-
more.… When our family would travel to Baltimore to visit
family, I learned all about the Orioles from my uncle and
cousin. It was a great time to become an Orioles fan—one of
my fondest memories is of the Orioles sweep of the Dodgers
in the 1966 World Series. My aunt and uncle bought me a
commemorative mug with the Baltimore Sun front page on
it celebrating the Orioles' victory… I had a chance to see a
few games at Memorial Stadium and once met Brooks
Robinson. —Larry McGill, Princeton, New Jersey

Richards � From Page 3
In Richards’ six full seasons of managing the Orioles (i.e.,

excluding 1961), his teams ranked behind only the White
Sox in the execution of successful sacrifice bunts among
American League clubs. In those six years, the Pale Hose
consistently posted higher winning and on-base percent-
ages than the Birds while---like Baltimore’s team---playing
home games in an expansive stadium (Comiskey Park)
without a truly feared slugger in their lineup.

As might be expected, most of the Orioles’ sacrifice bunts
were ordered by Richards with a pitcher in the batter’s box,
but there were exceptions: Brooks Robinson laid the ball
down seven times in 1958 and 13 times in 1960, and first
baseman Bob Boyd gave himself up a dozen times in 1959.

Baseball records thus confirm that Paul Richards was in-
deed a firm proponent of the style of play later known as
“small ball.”. They also provide convincing evidence that, if
he were a manager in the current era, his beliefs pertaining
to the value of sacrifice bunts would clash against popular
analytical trends.

Babe’s Father � From Page 5
eight. He led Boston to the World Series against the Philadel-
phia Phillies, which the Red Sox won four games to one.

The Babe earned a World Series share of $3,780.25, which
was more than his annual salary. He used the money to set
up George Sr. in a new, upscale saloon, which showed that
he had forgiven his father for abandoning him at St. Mary’s.

George Sr.’s new saloon, called Ruth’s Café, was located at
a desirable location at the corner of Lombard and Eutaw
streets, opposite the Bromo-Seltzer factory. The factory was
topped by a 51-foot illuminated and rotating bottle of
Bromo-Seltzer, making it the tallest building in the city at the
time. of its construction in 1911. The tower, minus the bottle,
remains a Baltimore landmark.

The Babe and his wife, Helen, spent the winter of 1915 liv-
ing above Ruth’s Cafe with George Sr. and Martha.

In January 1918, Martha Ruth’s brother Benjamin Sipes
was arrested in Ruth’s Cafe for selling dope to an Army pri-
vate stationed at Camp Meade. Ruth Sr. was not happy that
his saloon was involved. Charges against Sipes were
dropped after an analysis of the substance alleged to be mor-
phine showed it was composed of sugar, starch and salicylic
acid.

Seven months later, on Saturday, August 24, 1918, Sipes
got into an argument in the café with his brother-in-law
Oliver Beefelt, who was married to Martha’s sister Nellie.
She had been living with the Ruths. When Sipes left the cafe,
George Sr., who did not want such encounters in his bar,
stopped Sipes at the corner of Lombard and Eutaw. The two
men exchanged blows.

George Sr. fell off the curb and hit the back of his head on
a manhole cover. He was picked up and taken to the hospital
just up the street. He never regained consciousness and was
pronounced dead. Sipes was ar-
rested and spent the night in
jail.

On Sunday, August 25, 1918,
the Babe received a telegram in-
forming him of his father’s
death. He and Helen took the
train to Baltimore. George Her-
man Ruth Sr. was buried at
Loudon Park Cemetery in Balti-
more.

Benjamin Sipes was exoner-
ated in the death of George Her-
man Ruth Sr. when a coroner’s
jury ruled that he had acted in self-defense. In 1920, Martha
E. Sipes Ruth, who inherited the bar and contents, married
her third husband, George Strohmann, who was George Sr.’s
bartender. Martha outlived Strohmann by 50 years.

In December 1919, a year after his father’s death, the Red
Sox sold the Babe’s contract to the New York Yankees. With
the Yankees, the Babe achieved his greatest fame. George Sr.
would have been extremely proud of the unmanageable son
that he had been forced to send years earlier to St. Mary’s.


