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April, a month to savor
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By David B. Stinson
In December 2019, Stephen Johnson

contacted the Baltimore Babe Ruth
Chapter of SABR expressing his interest
in placing a historic marker honoring
the International
League Orioles at
the former site of
their home ballpark
in Charles Village
(formerly known as
Peabody Heights).
Johnson, a local
documentary film-
maker (The Forgot-
ten Birds, Sidewinder
– the Eddie Plank
Story and Seven
Straighters) and Bal-
timore baseball en-
thusiast, sought to
enlist our chapter in raising the funds
necessary to help purchase and install
the historic marker. Members of our
chapter met the challenge and, along
with a significant donation from John-
son, sufficient funds were procured to
pay for the historic marker. A pandemic

intervened, however, delaying installa-
tion of the marker for many months, un-
til March 2021.
The result is the “Old Oriole Park”

roadside historic marker placed in the
beer garden at
Peabody Heights
Brewery. The dou-
ble-sided marker
faces both the beer
garden and 30th
Street between Bar-
clay Street and
Greenmount Av-
enue.
The historic

marker recounts
the professional
baseball history of
the site located be-
tween 29th and

30th streets, just west of Greenmount
Avenue. The ballpark began as Terrapin
Field, home to the Federal League Balti-
more Terrapins from 1914 to 1915. After
the demise of that league in 1916, the

A Toast to ‘Old’ Oriole Park (V) Marker

Keeping it green:
Q&A with Nicole Sherry
Page 3

Opening Day 2021:
Back to ‘normal’
Page 4

Take me out to the ball game…
We can find a good seat;
Buy me some cleanser and surely a mask,
Don’t breathe on me---that’s all that I ask!
We’ll root, root, root for the home team,
But if we get sick it’s a shame;
For I don’t want to bring an end to my life
At an old ball game!

--Francis Kinlaw

Classic Lyrics Revised, 2021

I love this little ditty (“Always
Marry an April Girl”) by Balti-
more’s own poet laureate, Ogden
Nash, who during his lifetime, was
possibly the most widely known,
appreciated and imitated Ameri-
can creator of light verse, a reputa-
tion that has continued after his
death. This one seems particularly
apropos to our current state of
mind:

Praise the spells and bless the
charms,
I found April in my arms.
April golden, April cloudy,
Gracious, cruel, tender, rowdy;
April soft in flowered languor,
April cold with sudden anger,
Ever changing, ever true --
I love April, I love you.

I have always loved April be-
cause it’s not only the restart of the
world, but the beginning of base-
ball season, whether playing it,
watching it or even in SABR,
putting yet even finer points on the
game’s finer points. Nash, famous

http://www.everseradio.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/nash5.jpg
http://www.everseradio.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/nash5.jpg


2 THE BALTIMORE CHOP/SPRING 2021

SABR Baltimore Babe Ruth Chapter
Formed 2015

Board of Directors
President - D. Bruce Brown (term expires SABR Day 2022)
dbrucebrown@gmail.com
443-742-4494
Vice President - Peter Coolbaugh (term expires SABR Day
2023)
peterc@baberuthmuseum.org
Treasurer - Dick O’Keefe (term expires SABR Day 2022)
simmkee@gmail.com
443-608-0634
Secretary - Leslie Hoffmeister (term expires SABR Day
2023)
leslie.hoffmeister@gmail.com
816-213-4502
At-Large - John Burbridge (term expires SABR Day 2023)
jjburbridgejr@gmail.com
Michael Gibbons (term expires SABR Day 2022)
michaelg@baberuthmuseum.org
David Stinson (term expires SABR Day 2022)
dylcarcal@aol.com

sabrbaberuth@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook, too.

Calendar
Regularly scheduled events
All are Zoom meetings until further notice
Peeps @ The Peeb

First Wednesday of the month, 7-9 P.M. unless noted
Talkin’ Baseball

Since 2001, Bob Davids Chapter hosts a guest speaker
First Saturday of the month, 9 A.M.

Called Shot Lunch
BYO lunch and talk baseball
Third Wednesday of the month, noon

Baltimore Baseball Blabberings (new)
Free-for-all baseball chat, not recorded
Last Sunday of the month, 7-9 P.M.

Trivia Corner

May
1: Talkin’ Baseball, Jarol Manheim, “This Never Happened”
5: Peeps @ The Peeb, David Krell will speak on his book
1962: Baseball and America in the Time of JFK
19: Called Shot Lunch, Aberdeen Ironbirds GM Jack Graham
will be speaking about his team and minor-league baseball
30: Baltimore Baseball Blabberings, Inning 4

June
2: Peeps @ The Peeb, Janet Marie Smith, Dodgers VP, will
speak about ballpark construction and renovations
5: Talkin’ Baseball, Bill Nowlin, “Working a Perfect Game”
16: Called Shot Lunch, Chapter Board member John
Burbridge will speak about Jackie Robinson and his first
game in the Dodgers organization
27: Baltimore Baseball Blabberings, Inning 5

July
3: Talkin’ Baseball, Tim Wendell, “Escape from Castro’s
Cuba”
7: Peeps @ The Peeb
21: Called Shot lunch
25: Baltimore Baseball Blabberings, Inning 6

August
4: Peeps @ The Peeb
7: Talkin’ Baseball, Steve Braykovich, “The Baseball Bat:
From Trees to the Major Leagues, 19th Century to Today”
18: Called Shot lunch
29: Baltimore Baseball Blabberings, Inning 7

Getting to Know … Mike Gimbel

On April 9, Joe Musgrove of the Padres became the 10th
major-leaguer since 1901 to throw a no-hitter for his home-
town team. Who are the others? (One is an Oriole.)
Answer on Page 5.

NewYork native Mike Gimbel calls Saylorsburg, Pennsyl-
vania, home and has been a SABR member for about 30
years, but his baseball memories long predate that.
He saw his first game at Ebbets Field in Brooklyn, and his

favorite baseball
memory is of seeing
Jackie Robinson on
the basepaths. “No
player EVER was
more exciting when
getting on base!” he
says. “The most
AMAZING base run-
ner ever!”
It’s no surprise,

then, that Robinson
was his first favorite
player, followed by
Roberto Clemente,
then Rickey Hender-
son. He lists his fa-
vorite teams as
“Brooklyn Dodgers,
then Pittsburgh Pirates, then New York Mets, then, when I
worked for them, the Montreal Expos, then the Boston Red
Sox.”
Gimbel lives twice as far from Baltimore as New York or

Philadelphia and gives Camden Yards his vote for favorite
ballpark: “A beautiful park!”
He lists his hobbies and life work as science and politics.
So what most people don’t know about him is not surpris-

ing: He was one of four people who led the historic October
1967 Pentagon protest of 50,000 people, “facing the double
line of bayonet-holding soldiers, all evening and all night”.
(“The famous picture of the demonstrator putting flowers in
the muzzles of the soldiers’ guns was taken about 15 feet
from me.”) He was a union leader in Local 375 AFSCME
(7,000+ members), representing scientific and technical
workers in NYC government, for over three decades, serv-
ing on its Executive Board and president of its second-
largest union chapter.

Welcome, New Members
Frank Collins Stevens, Pennsylvania
Craig Little Towson
Barry Piatt Rockville
Mark Shirk Cambridge, England
Josh Sidney San Diego

mailto:dbrucebrown@gmail.com
mailto:peterc@baberuthmuseum.org
mailto:simmkee@gmail.com
mailto:leslie.hoffmeister@gmail.com
mailto:jjburbridgejr@gmail.com
mailto:michaelg@baberuthmuseum.org
mailto:dylcarcal@aol.com 
mailto:sabrbaberuth@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/sabrbaltimorebaberuth/
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How Green is Her Ballpark: Q&A with Nicole Sherry
Nicole Sherry is in her 15th season as head groundskeeper at

Camden Yards, the second head groundskeeper in major-league
baseball history (Heather Nabozny of the Detroit Tigers became the
first in 1999.) The Delaware native is a graduate of the University
of Delaware’s College of Agriculture and Natural Resources.

The Baltimore Chop: Why did you study agriculture in
college, and did you ever think it would lead to a career in
sports?

Nicole Sherry: I was fascinated with how plants grew and
what they needed to survive when I was in high school and
wanted to pursue the field in college and beyond.

TBC: Do you hear from youngsters?
NS: I don’t necessarily hear from youngsters but have con-

tributed to STEM/STEAM classes and videos where I share
things about Turfgrass science and my career.

TBC: Are they interested in the science, or do they just
think you have one of the coolest jobs? Do you know if it has
sparked any interest in science?

NS: I hope it helped them think outside the box when
thinking about careers in science and even sports. TBC: Do
you visit science classes?

NS: Yes, all levels from K-12 and college.
TBC: Do you work on plants/trees/grass at home?
NS: I love being outside and taking care of my yard and

plantings. I do not have a garden but had one in the past.
TBC: Do you apply what you’ve learned about tending

Oriole Park to your grass at home?
NS: Yes, I apply what I know from my schooling and ca-

reer, and I also enjoy learning new things about plants.
TBC: Does MLB have any standards for grass—height, di-

rection of cut—any prohibitions?
NS:No there are no standards set fromMLB; they are indi-

vidual club decisions. MLB focus is on ground rules and dis-
tances of mounds, bases, outfield walls…

TBC: What is your off-season routine?
NS: We maintain the field year-round, tending to make it

healthy, repair any damaged areas, get it ready for the
spring. When it’s too cold to work on the field, we repair and
work on our equipment fleet, repair batting cage nets, indoor
mounds, and many other indoor tasks.

TBC:How often is the ballpark grass replaced? Is this your
call? Do you get feedback from the baseball people (players)
on the field condition? Is grass height, and anything else that
can affect play, up to you, or do the baseball people get the
call on this?

NS: We collaboratively make the best decision for the club
as well as the health of the turf whenmaking these decisions.

TBC: Is there a difference betweenmetal spikes and plastic
cleats in how they tear up the grass?

NS: Yes, metal cleats go into the turf a bit cleaner. Plastic
cleats are a bit more aggressive. Both can cause damage to
turf, but they are needed for the athlete to perform their job.

TBC: Have you seen changes since your career began in
the proportion of players wearing plastic cleats, or the con-
figuration of spikes vs. cleats?

NS: It’s individual preference and comfort for the player
and their main position on the field.

TBC: What has changed since you began your baseball ca-
reer?

NS: The technology and science that has evolved regard-
ing the maintenance of turfgrass from equipment to better
varieties of grasses.

TBC: Was this a bad winter for the grass and field?
NS:Nope, it has been a normal winter for the mid-Atlantic
TBC: There is talk of having more non-baseball events at

the ballpark (like concerts). How could this affect your work,
and would there be a budget for mitigating the effects of
non-baseball events?

NS: We will
still maintain the
field to the high-
est level for our
athletes as well
as provide the
best resources to
handle any addi-
tional events. We
will accommo-
date the best we
can because pro-
viding the best
surface for our
athletes as well
as earning addi-
tional revenue
benefits the en-
tire organization.

TBC: How
much do you
compare notes
with your col-
leagues?

NS: Only when
needed. We have a great group of individuals, and network-
ing is key in being successful at any job.

TBC: What’s the best part of your job?
NS: Being able to provide the best playing surface for the

Orioles and an amazing ballfield and ballpark for our fan
base every season.

TBC: Anything you’d like to add?
NS: I’d just want to encourage anyone with an interest in

plant science, sport or maintenance to consider not only an
education in turfgrass/agriculture, but a career in sports turf
management.

–Ruth Sadler

(Baltimore Orioles)

BBRC Member’s New Book Probes
Mathewson’s Puzzling Death
BBRC member Jerry Manheim’s new baseball-themed

novel, This Never Happened: The Mystery Behind the Death of
Christy Mathewson, has been published by Summer Game
Books.
The book is based on two apparently authentic military

documents from World War I that call into question what
we think we know of the history surrounding Christy
Mathewson’s exposure to poison gas in France and his sub-
sequent death. These records tell of a company with several
future Hall of Famers—Ty Cobb, Honus Wagner, Frank
Chance—and others who were in Georgia learning to han-
dle chemical weapons during the summer of 1918, a story
that has been entirely omitted from any known histories or
bibliographies. And that is only the beginning of the mys-
tery.
What if Mathewson’s assignment to France were a mere

ruse, a feint designed to draw attention away from events
that, if revealed, could prove detrimental to the national
war effort and embarrassing to the Army and baseball?
What if the coverup continues to this day?
The novel offers a fictional explanation for a seeming in-

consistency in the historical record. But the inconsistency is
real, and the book ultimately raises the question:
If this never happened, what did?



4 THE BALTIMORE CHOP/SPRING 2021

Back to Normal–2021 Style

The view from Section 342 on Opening Day, the Oriolesʼ first home game
with fans in the stands since 2019. (Peter Coolbaugh)

(Baltimore Orioles)

By Peter Coolbaugh
The box score said 10,150. Not a bad-sized crowd forApril,

but this was Opening Day. Usually it is around 46,000
screaming Birdland followers decked out in orange and
black. Thanks to the COVID-19 restrictions in place, 25% ca-
pacity is all that was allowed. That includes fans and all
gameday staff.
Pod seating was the word of the day along with sanitizer

and social distancing. New rules in place at OPACY for 2021
include no bags and no outside food or beverages. Consider-
ing what the world has been though since March 2020, I see
it as not much of a sacrifice to have in-person baseball again.
As a 13-game plan Birdland Member, I was able to get two

seats and sat in Section 342 that afternoon. The MASN faces
were new during the introductions, and the Opening Day
festivities were muted to a degree, but a moment I will not
forget was the introduction of Trey Mancini, who missed all
of 2020 due to his cancer diagnosis and treatments. A cancer
survivor myself, I had tears in my eyes because I can relate
to some of what he went through.
As a major baseball fan, not having any games to see in

person in all of 2020, the home opener was something I had
looked forward to for 18 months. The last game I had at-
tended in person was seeing Washington win the National
League pennant over St. Louis in D.C. in October 2019. Base-
ball fans, and especially SABR people, can relate to the pain
and anguish we all felt last summer with no MLB or MiLB
games to attend.
And although the Orioles started out well in 2021 by

sweeping Boston and winning one of three in New York,
their luck came back to Earth during the first homestand.
They lost on Opening Day and eventually were swept by
Boston (a form of payback I guess), but the score did not re-
ally matter.
Being there—Oriole Park at Camden Yards—on Opening

Day was just special in and of itself. COVID kept us scared
and cooped up for far too long, and although restrictions
will remain for quite a while, it seems to have been worth the
wait. And I am sure the other 10K-plus fans would agree
with me. After a season that wasn’t, we would take any form
of live baseball whenever we could.
Baseball is a small part of society and cannot replace the

loss of life and jobs and other aspects of our lives that were
altered by COVID. But like the season of spring itself, it pro-
vides hope as well as memories and glimpses into the past
when things were much simpler.
Stay well, everyone. Continue to pray for the end of this

pandemic and hope to see everyone at a ballgame this sum-
mer.

President � From Page 1

as a baseball fan, wrote about the sport. recommend this
one: “Line-Up for Yesterday”.
In sum, I am one with Ogden Nash. Spring is here! Base-

ball is here! Things are moving in the right direction.

If You’re in the Neighborhood,
Check Out This House

The Babe Ruth Birthplace and Museum is also emerging
from the long COVID winter.
It’s a short walk from Oriole Park and is now open

Wednesday through Sunday from 10-4, plus all Orioles
home gamedays (until the gates open).
Membership has its privileges—and there’s a SABRmem-

ber discount for that. Memberships start at $40 (for 60+)
with benefits at every level. Gift and corporate member-
ships are also available.
https://baberuthmuseum.org/membership/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Line-Up_for_Yesterday
https://baberuthmuseum.org/membership/
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Revisiting Memorial Stadium’s Initial Design

From The Sporting News, April 25, 1956

By Francis Kinlaw
Some readers of The Baltimore Chop may recall that, ap-

proximately two years ago, a certain aging writer with a
long memory contributed an article addressing challenging
dimensions ofMemorial Stadium’s playing field that existed
throughout the 1954 season.
That article noted that while foul-line measurements of

309 feet from home plate to concrete walls standing slightly
over 11 feet high were similar to those in several other ma-
jor-league ballparks, batters experienced considerable diffi-
culty in reaching a row of 10-foot-high hedges located 446
feet from home plate that served as the limits of exception-
ally deep power alleys in right- and left-center field. (The
center-field barrier, according to Philip J. Lowry’s book
Green Cathedrals, was a mere 445 feet away!)
Those initial measurements were altered slightly in June

1954 soon after Orioles center fielder Chuck Diering leaped
into the bushes
to deprive
Mickey Mantle
of a home run.
A wire fence
eight feet in
height was
erected just in
front of the row
of hedges, but
the presence of
the fence pro-
vided scant as-
sistance to

power hitters. The Orioles hit only 19 homers in their 77
home games of 1954, while the seven opposing American
League teams combined for a meager total of 23 while play-
ing 11 games each in Baltimore.
Orioles outfielder Gil Coan summarized the dilemma en-

countered by
both fielders
and batters:
“That out-
field, to play
it right, you
would need
five outfield-
ers…We had
long-ball hit-
t e r s - - - S am
Mele, Vic
Wertz, Clint
C o u r t n e y.
But what they hit, fair or foul, were going to be long, high
outs.”
My personal recollections of the conditions under which

the 1954 Orioles played were sparked recently by the read-
ing of an interesting piece entitled “Baltimore Needs a
Fence!” that was published in the July 1954 edition of Base-
ball Digest. Referring to the extended dimensions that had
previously existed for several years in Cleveland’s Munici-
pal Stadium, Franklin Lewis (formerly of the Cleveland Press)
wondered in print “how long it [will] take before Balti-
more’s Memorial Stadium is altered to fit the needs and
skills of the average performer.” Describing the stadium as
“a pretty nice place … even if it does resemble a bullfight
arena, with the customers parked in high and remote seats
without personal contact with the athletes, with restraining
walls of ten to 15 feet fronting the permanent seats,” Lewis
said that “[people with influence] will have to do something
about those fear-laden expanses in the outfield if they expect
their players to remain sane and loyal to their mobs. For, like

the Cleveland stadium, the Baltimore greensward extends
on and on and on… It will be only a decent shake for the
Orioles for the city of Baltimore to bring the home run po-
tential into their plant. Right now… the distances become a
brutal challenge even to the longest hitters in the business.
The morale of the home team, which is compelled to play in
parks in which 400-foot drives are simple outs, is destroyed
quickly.”
The dimensions of Memorial Stadium’s playing field that

existed in 1954 remained virtually identical throughout the
1955 campaign. (The Orioles hit only 15 home runs in Balti-
more in 1955.) However, the installation in 1956 of a 7-foot-
high wire fence between the extremes of the stadium’s two
power alleys significantly reduced the distances required for
long pokes and enabled an Orioles team with limited offen-
sive talent to tag 35 round-trippers in its home ballpark.
Franklin Lewis was undoubtedly quite pleased by this de-
velopment, but no more so than American League sluggers.
On the other hand, we can be assured that every pitcher who
approached the mound on 33rd Street in 1956 or afterward
felt very differently about the dramatic structural change.

Player Date Team Hometown
Bill McCahan Sept. 3, 1947 A’s Langhorne, Pa.
Bill Monbouquette Aug. 1, 1962 Red Sox W.Medford, Mass.
Tom Phoebus April 27, 1968 Orioles Baltimore
Bob Moose Sept. 20, 1969 Pirates Murrysville, Pa.
Bill Singer July 20, 1970 Dodgers Pomona, Calif.
Nolan Ryan Sept. 26, 1981 Astros Alvin,Texas
MikeWitt Sept. 30, 1984* Angels Anaheim
Dave Stewart June 29, 1990 A’s Oakland
JeredWeaver May 2, 2012 Angels SimiValley, Calif.
*Perfect game

Trivia Answer
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Mary Margaret Ruth Moberly, Babe Ruth’s Baby Sister
By Fred Glueckstein
Mary Margaret Ruth was one of eight children born to

George Herman Ruth and Kate Schamberger. Only she and
her brother, George Herman “Babe” Ruth Jr., who was 5½
years older, survived to adulthood. Everyone knew her as
"Mamie", the name, she said, her brother George would use
to annoy her.
Mary Margaret Ruth was born August 2, 1900 in Balti-

more. In 1917, she married Wilbur Marion Moberly, a cloth-
ing cutter, who was born on January 12, 1887, also in Balti-
more. They had one child, a daughter Florence born April
10, 1919.
Mary’s husband Wilbur Moberly died in June 1964 in Bal-

timore at the age of 77. He was buried in Woodlawn Ceme-
tery in Baltimore County. Mary moved to Hagerstown to be
with her daughter and son-in-law after Wilbur’s death.
The photograph below shows the Babe waving his cap to

the crowd on his arrival at Municipal Airport in Baltimore
July 13, 1948
with his sister,
Mary Ruth
Moberly, and
actor Harold
Russell of New
York. The Babe
was scheduled
to appear at the
annual inter-
faith baseball
game that day,
which was
called off be-
cause of rain.
The Babe
passed away a
month later,
August 16,
1948.
There is a delightful two-page handwritten letter in the

National Baseball Hall of Fame dated October 22, 1972 from
Mary Ruth Moberly to Marshall Smelser, a historian, author
and professor at the University of Notre Dame. The letter
updates Smelser on the status of some photographs she
promised him, her travels to the Baseball Hall of Fame and
how Babe gave her the nickname Mamie.
Dear Mr. Smelser,
I received the two documents the last of Sept., but I

have been waiting on my niece to find the family photo
I loaned her, so far no luck. Maybe, one of these days,
she will find them, I hope.
So I thought I would get these off to you, and you

could be thinking about what you want to use, and re-
turn them to me, only what I say on the back, you may
keep, with my best wishes.
I have been visiting must [sic] of the summer, Conn,

N.Y. and Balto. Just got home Sept. 16th, had to come
home for a rest.
Must tell you I went to the Baseball Hall of Fame, it

was a lovely affair, this is my 3rd year I have been in-
vited there.
Do hope this is what you need, I mean the docu-

ments, also hope you receive themO.K., let me know as
soon as possible when you do, some of the photos are
all I have.
Want to thank you for the document you ask me to

keep for myself, I am a miserable letter writer. Please
excuse.
As soon as my niece send me the photos, I will send

them to you.

And one more thing I want to say, my christening
name is Mary, but Babe nicknamed me Mamie. I pre-
sumed he could not say Mary and it came out Mamie,
so if you want to use Mamie Ruth Moberly in your
book, it is alright with me, lots of folks don’t know me
by Mary, it has always been Mamie. [Note: Smelser
used Mamie in his book, The Life that Ruth Built: A Bi-
ography, published in 1975.]
Hope this letter will find you and your family well

and happy.
Well I guess I have said enough for now, do write al-

ways glad to hear from you, and if I can help you.
With best wishes to you and your book. Good Luck.
Sincerely,
Mary Ruth Moberly

In 1984, Stan Goldberg, sports editor of The Frederick
News-Post, interviewed Mary Ruth Moberly. “Memories, I
have so many memo-
ries of my brother,” she
said. “It’s hard to just
remember a few of the
memories. But my
brother didn’t die until
1948 and I was 48 at the
time. I remember quite
a bit about him.”
Highlights from

Goldberg’s article in-
clude:
•“My brother nicknamed me Mamie,” she said. Her real

first name is Mary. “I didn’t like it at the time, but it stuck.”
•What was her famous brother like as a child? “He was

like all boys, full of mischief,” she said. “They always said
he was bad, but he wasn’t bad, just full of mischief. He
didn’t like school. That’s why daddy put him in St. Mary’s.”

•“The only thing he was
interested in was base-
ball. We had parks where we
lived (in Baltimore) and he
played there all the time. I al-
ways figured he would make
a good baseball player be-
cause he loved the game so
much.”
•“And he also like to eat,”

Moberly said. “He was al-
ways a big eater as a kid.”
•“I also remember when

he first signed a con-
tract.” Ruth signed with the
then-minor league Orioles in
1914 as a pitcher. “Father
was real glad because my
brother finally got what he
wanted.”
Throughout his career, the

Babe kept in touch with his sister. “I used to see a lot of
games, especially the ones in New York,” she said. “I was at
the game where he called his own home run.”
She met many famous baseball players, but the one she

remembers best was Yankees first baseman Lou Gehrig. “I
knew him well. He was always nice to me and my family.”
And she was also at his farewell appearance in Yankee

Stadium in 1948. The Yankees held a special day for the
Babe, who was dying of cancer. “I didn’t know if I was go-

“To my Lovely and only
Sister from Her Brother Babe
Ruth July 21st 1928”
(Schulte Auctions)

Babe’s Sister � Continued on Page 8
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Marker � Continued on Page 8

Marker � From Page 1

“Old” Oriole Park when new: Federal Park postcard,
published by The Chessler Co., Baltimore (from the
collection of David B. Stinson).

The marker graces the Peabody Heights Brewery beer
garden. (David B. Stinson)
ballpark was purchased by Jack Dunn and renamed Oriole
Park (V), home to Dunn’s International League Baltimore
Orioles. His Orioles famously won seven straight pennants
at that site, from 1919 through 1925. Beginning in 1939, the
Negro League Baltimore Elite Giants played some of their
home games at Oriole Park (V). In December 2020, Major
League Baseball recognized seven Negro Leagues as official
major leagues, including the Negro National League, in
which the Elite Giants played.Accordingly, stats and records
of Baltimore Elite Giants games played at Oriole Park (V)
have been added to the MLB database.
The site was the fifth of six Baltimore ballparks known as

Oriole Park. Themarker also tells the story of Oriole Park (II)
and (IV), as well as Hall of Fame ballplayers Babe Ruth and
Lefty Grove. The marker’s in full text:

“OLD" ORIOLE PARK
Site of former Major League Baseball park known as
Terrapin Park, home of Federal League Baltimore
Terrapins from 1914 to 1915. Built on land owned by
NedHanlon, manager ofWorld Champion 1890s Na-
tional League Baltimore Orioles and a director of
Federal League Terrapins. Ballpark was located
across 29th Street from site of Oriole Park (II), home
ofAmericanAssociation Baltimore Orioles from 1889
to 1892, andAmerican League Park/Oriole Park (IV),
home of American League Orioles from 1901 to 1902,

and Eastern League/International League Orioles
from 1903 to 1914. Babe Ruth pitched for the Interna-
tional League Orioles at Oriole Park (IV) from April
to July 1914, winning 13 games before being sold to
Boston Red Sox. Jack Dunn, owner of the Interna-
tional League Orioles, purchased Terrapin Park in
March 1916, and moved his team across street to this
site. Renamed Oriole Park, it became fifth Baltimore
ballpark to bear that name. In 1919, Dunn's Orioles
were first International League team to win over 100
games, and from 1919 to 1925, won seven straight In-
ternational League pennants, setting a record for
consecutive pennants won by a professional baseball
team. On July 4, 1944, Oriole Park (V) burned to the
ground, leaving only the outfield fence and score-
board. As an International League Oriole, future Hall
of Fame pitcher Robert Moses “Lefty” Grove won
108 games, with 1,020 strikeouts. Negro League Bal-
timore Elite Giants played some home games at Ori-
ole Park (V) beginning in 1939.

As noted in
the marker, Ori-
ole Park (V) met
its quick
demise in 1944.
The Orioles fin-
ished their In-
t e r n a t i o n a l
League pen-
nant-winning
season at Balti-
more’s Munici-
pal Stadium, lo-
cated less than
a mile northeast
of the site on
33rd Street. In
the next few
years Munici-
pal Stadium
would be re-
placed and re-
constructed as
Memorial Sta-
dium, where
the American
League Orioles
began play in
1954.
A significant

portion of the
Oriole Park (V)
s i t e—se cond
base, third base,
left field and
center field—is
now part of
P e a b o d y
Heights Brew-
ery, which
boasts an
award-winning
beer, Old Oriole Park Bohemian. Peabody Heights Brewery
honors the history of the site with artwork and historical pic-
tures of the ballpark displayed throughout the brewery. The
unmarked former location of home plate is a grassy strip be-
tween the sidewalk and Barclay Street, across from Barclay
Elementary/Middle School and next to Peabody Heights
Brewery’s loading dock. Barclay Street and Barclay EMS are
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Marker � From Page 7

located on the former site of the ballpark’s left-field grand-
stand.
The “Old” Oriole Park historic marker recognizes John-

son as project director, and David Stinson as author. It also
recognizes the contribution of SABR, with its logo appear-
ing in the bottom right-hand corner of the plaque. BBRC
board member Dick O’Keefe, who is proprietor of Peabody
Heights Brewery, was instrumental in making sure the
marker was placed in a place of prominence on the brewery
grounds, for all to enjoy.

The markerʼs non-beer garden side faces 30th Street
between Barclay and Greenmount. (David B. Stinson)

Artwork on the Peabody Heights Breweryʼs outside wall,
as well as artwork and historic photographs inside, not to
mention a brew known as Old Oriole Park Bohemian, are
ways owner Dick OʼKeefe pays homage to the locationʼs
history. (David B. Stinson)

Babe’s Sister � From Page 6
ing to make it through that day,” she said. “It was so de-
pressing.”
In 1990, the Baltimore Orioles, with the state of Maryland,

began building a new baseball park less than three blocks
from the house where Ruth was born in 1895. There was
sentiment to name the new stadium after Babe Ruth.
In a February 26, 1990 article titled “Should Orioles’ New

Park Honor a Yankee Hero?”, The New York Times report-
ed: ''I hope and pray they'll name it Babe Ruth Stadium,”
said Mary Ruth Moberly, the Babe's sister, who said she was
89 and in good health although recovering from a recent
fall. ''It would be nice. He was a good ballplayer and a won-
derful person. He helped everyone under the sun. If a poor
person needed food, he gave them the money for the food.''
The name chosen for the new ballpark was Oriole Park at
Camden Yards.
Mary Ruth Moberly died at 91 on July 1, 1992 at the

Colton Villa Nursing Center in Hagerstown, Maryland. Ser-
vices were held at the Minnich Funeral Home in Hager-
stown. A graveside service followed at Woodlawn Ceme-
tery, where she was buried with her husband. By actual
count, 22 family and friends attended the graveside ser-
vice.
John Steadman in The Evening Sun, under the headline

BABE'S LITTLE SIS DIES/Moberly, a petite and classy lady,
always let Yankee slugger take bows, wrote: “They buried
the Babe's little sister yesterday. Mary RuthMoberly, a quiet,
petite woman who lived to be 91, and the only close remain-
ing family link to the greatest baseball player of them all,
was laid to rest in the Woodlawn Cemetery under a canopy
of blue skies and fond remembrances of a life that made her
a celebrity because of who her brother was.”
“She had carried herself well. Gentle, gregarious and ac-

commodating with those who got to know her. Never one
to brag or take bows, yet readily available to talk about
George Herman "Babe" Ruth, six years her senior, who be-
came the most notable American sports hero in history,”
Steadman wrote.
Her obituary in The New

York Times noted: “Mrs.
Moberly always said she
was proud of her
brother's baseball skills
and would sometimes
sign autographs "Babe
Ruth's sister."
Before she died, Mary

Ruth Moberly was inter-
viewed about her
brother’s early life for the
Fourth Inning of the 1994
Ken Burns documentary
miniseries Baseball. Al-
though Mary Ruth
Moberly died before the
release of the PBS docu-
mentary, she probably would have been pleased to have
seen her brother, whom she had adored her entire life, as the
feature of that segment.

“4/23/72: To Bob, Mamie
Ruth Moberly Babe Ruthʼs
sister”
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