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This edition of the newsletter is a bit thin.  I guess mem-

bers were busy enjoying the summer weather instead of 

doing research.  However, now that we’re into fall, I’m 

hoping that we’ll see a much larger newsletter next spring 

as members dive into minor league research once again. 

 

 

Jose Siri and His 39 Game Hitting 

Streak 

By Mark Miller 

 

Flamboyant. Flashy. Cocky. Emotional. Hot dog.  All ad-

jectives used to describe the Cincinnati Reds 5-tool 22 

year-old outfield prospect Jose Siri.  A 2017 member of 

the Low Class A Midwest League's Dayton Dragons, who 

by season's end would be voted the league’s Best Defen-

sive Outfielder as well as Fastest Runner.  But, it would 

be with his bat that would bring him the most notoriety, 

having him mentioned in the same breath with Joe Di-

Maggio and Pete Rose. 

An Opening Day starting outfielder for the 2016 Dayton 

Dragons, he would be demoted to the Rookie Level 

Billings Mustangs after 26 games and a .145 batting aver-

age.  A .320 batting average and Pioneer League Playoff 

appearance would earn him another shot in Dayton in 

2017. 

Hall of Fame Outfielder Rickey Henderson was once de-

scribed as being loved by his teammates and hated by 

opponents and this could also be used describe Siri.  This 

was never more apparent than on May 28 when, upon 

stealing his league leading nineteenth base, his slide into 

second got him tangled up with West Michigan White-

caps' shortstop Daniel Pinero, which led to an altercation 

when Pinero stomped on Siri's extended leg causing a 

bench clearing brawl.  The brawl would include White 

Caps pitcher Eduardo Jimenez leaving the bullpen and 

firing a ball at close range, hitting Dragons’ pitcher Jesse 

Stallings.  Jimenez received a 30-game suspension.  This 

game also marked the Dragons' record 1200th consecutive 

sellout. 

But it was June 22, the second game of the second half of 

the season, when Jose banged out four hits  against the 

Lake County Captains, which would begin a hitting streak 

which would last 39 more games. 

His hitting streak broke the Midwest League Hit Streak 

Record  35-game streak set in 1977 by the Waterloo Indi-

an's Tony Toups.  Siri raised his right arm high in the air 

when he saw the ball reach the outfield.  The record setter 

was hit on July 31 in Fort Wayne in his last at bat in the 

eighth inning of a game where he had struck out in his 

first three at bats.  “This means a lot to me, I am very hap-

py.” Siri would say later in very broken English. 

The streak would end 4 days later at 39 amid some con-

troversy.  It seems the Great Lake Loons were offended 

when Siri raised his fist in celebration when he extended 

the streak to 39 the day before.  
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After going 0 for 3, he came to bat for his final at bat.  

Loons' pitcher Ryan Moseley threw the first pitch behind 

Siri's back causing the home plate umpire Dexter Kelley 

to warn both benches.  On the following pitch Siri at-

tempted unsuccessfully to bunt.  Moseley's next pitch 

came dangerously inside for  ball three, but Kelley did not 

seem fit to eject him.  After fouling off the fourth and fifth 

pitches, both out of the strike zone, the final pitch of the 

bat was a couple feet outside, taken for ball four.  As Siri 

walked up the line to first base he and Mosely had words, 

which caused both benches to empty.  The controversy 

did not end there, as Dragons' radio/TV broadcaster Tom 

Nichols called the Dodgers organization gutless, and the 

Loons staff classless.  Siri did get some revenge as he 

stole second and third bases and scored on a ball that 

bounced three feet in front of the plate.  But the streak 

was ended.  A record for a 70-year-old league. 

Oddly the 39 game hit streak took 40 games.  In the June 

26 contest where Siri came in as a pinch-hitter, he was 

intentionally walked in his only plate appearance, which 

did not end the streak by rule. 

Jose Siri, the 24th-ranked Reds prospect, had 

a  .341/.363/.671 slash line with 13 homers, three triples, 

12 doubles and 32 RBI during the streak.  At seasons end 

was selected a league All Star outfielder and led the Drag-

ons to their first playoff appearance in 6 years. 

 

 

NO BULL: THE REAL STORY OF THE 

REBIRTH OF A TEAM AND A CITY 

BY RON MORRIS 

2017, Baseball America Books 

[ISBN: 978-1932391664. 278 pp. $22.95 USD. Paperback] 

Reviewed by Bill Pruden 

Like the multi-faceted entertainment package that is mod-

ern Minor League baseball, Ron Morris’s book, No Bull is 

more than what, at first glance, it appears to be—a chroni-

cle of the 1980 season of the Durham Bulls, a season which, 

notwithstanding the fact that the Bulls are arguably the best 

known team in Minor League baseball history, represented 

a return, not to glory, but simply to the playing field after 

an almost decade long absence from the North Carolina 

sports landscape.  And while the book is, in fact that, it is 

also much more.  It is a sportswriter’s memoir; it is a book 

that quickly chronicles the unlikely path to production of 

one of the best baseball, indeed sports, movies of all time, 

Bull Durham; it is a book that traces the creation of a now 

iconic baseball publication, Baseball America, and it is a 

study, on at least a cursory level, of an urban renaissance, 

one which, if not made possible by the minor league team’s 

rebirth, was, Morris argues, certainly facilitated and en-

couraged by it.  No Bull also offers a heart wrenching 

“where are they now?” round up of the Bulls players, coach-

es, and executives who made the 1980 season a reality.  

Hovering over and interwoven with all of this is a short 

hand survey of the changing landscape of Minor League 

baseball.   With all of this, there is denying that the book 

offers bits and pieces that, in a sometimes scattershot way, 

cannot help but appeal to a wide array of readers.  At the 

same time, it also leaves open the question of whether these 

various strands can all be woven together into a story that 

makes sense and fully resonates as a whole with readers.  

Bloomington Pantagraph, Jul 4, 1921  
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The answer, at least to this reader, is “No.”  And yet at the 

same time, I am not sure it matters.     

Indeed, with that being said, prospective readers should 

make no mistake, No Bull is an enjoyable, entertaining, 

and informative book that offers a worthwhile reading 

experience for anyone with even a cursory interest in mi-

nor league baseball.  And yet, for all its virtues, there is a 

certain amount of disjointedness which, coupled with 

some forced connections, ultimately undermines the de-

sired result.   

The book itself offers an array of interesting chronicles 

beginning with the Bulls 1980 season—both the on-the 

field accomplishments and a fascinating description of all 

that went on before the team ever set foot on the refur-

bished diamond.  That is followed by equally interesting 

treatments of the basic story behind the movie Bull 

Durham—it is hard to imagine anyone other than Susan 

Sarandon in the iconic role of Annie Savoy, but other ac-

tresses were considered--the creation and development of 

Baseball America, and the revival of the city of Durham, 

the once poor step sister of the Raleigh, Durham, Chapel 

Hill triangle.   Each of these, almost like a series of maga-

zine articles, represents an interesting vignette in its own 

right, and it is only when Morris tries to tie them together 

that the connections begin to feel forced and the whole 

effort becomes a bit of a stretch.   

Meanwhile, the concluding “Where are they now?” sec-

tion offers a poignant reminder of the illusiveness of 

dreams, specifically the dream of making it to the Big 

Leagues.  And yet, while the heightened public profile of 

an athlete pursuing their dream may make it seem differ-

ent, in the end, it is the same for all of us, a reality that is 

brought home when one learns that the one time athletic 

prodigy, his dreams, an increasingly faded memory, is 

now working alongside a possible one-time fan making a 

living and supporting a family in a nine to five job like 

most of us.  It is a series of portraits that cannot help but 

resonate with anyone who has aspired to something spe-

cial only to ultimately fall short of their dream.    

While each section is interesting, Morris makes what 

seem to be some major leaps of faith in his effort to con-

nect it all, to connect the 1980 return of the Bulls, to the 

1988 release of  Bull Durham, to the early 1980s launch-

ing of what would become Baseball America, and ulti-

mately, to the revival of the city of Durham, a process 

likely aided more by the 1980 opening of Duke Hospital 

North as well as GE’s decision that same year to  build a 

new micro-electric center in the Research Triangle Park, 

two events Morris does mention in passing.  Indeed, 

while the connections are there to be made, if only be-

cause of the shared geographical ties, the causal relations 

seemed far less substantive. In fact, even Morris acknowl-

edges that by the time the movie premiered in 1988, the 

Bulls were a firmly reestablished part of the city’s athletic 

and entertainment landscape.  That admission alone re-

flects the very tentative connections that he tries to en-

large.  Yes, attendance continued to rise after the movie 

but that was not limited to Durham--rather, Minor 

League Baseball was back!  Meanwhile, as interesting as 

is the story of Allan Simpson and the development of 

Baseball America is, its connection to the rest of this 

book really seems to hinge on the fact that ultimately 

Bulls owner Miles Wolff--to whom Morris does give a 

large and deserved amount of attention--became the 

magazine’s primary owner.   

Too, like many baseball books, No Bull operates in a bub-

ble.  Yes, there is the minor bow to the challenge of being 

in a college dominated sports market, especially the dom-

inance of college basketball which happily for Morris’ 

argument sees the almost coincidental hiring of both 

Duke Coach Mike Krzyzewski and NC State’s Jim Valvano 

in the month of March 1980 as the Bulls are trying to 

move to the front of the area’s athletic consciousness.  

But here again he has to stretch to try and convince the 

reader that college basketball is a true competitor for the 

spring and summer fans the Bulls hoped to attract.  More 

importantly, given that the book seeks to show how the 

Bulls return sparked a Durham renaissance as well as 

also serving as the poster child–albeit with some help 

from Bull Durham eight years later—for the revival of 

Minor League baseball, there is a need to go beyond the 

Triangle, as we call it here, of Raleigh, Durham, and 

Chapel Hill.  Indeed, one can make the case that the need 

to offer some broader context and the importance of 

looking at the season and its impact through a wider lens 

has never been more important, for 1980, the year of the 

Bull’s return, was no normal year--not in the world of 

sports, not in the world of American politics, not in the 

World.   Rather, it was a presidential election year, the 

year of the Iranian hostages, and the Olympic boycott. 

Obviously none were on Durham’s horizon, but in a book 

that seeks to tell a story that extends beyond the stadium 

walls, at least a mention of the distinctive national and 

international background against which it all played out 

would have been appropriate.  In a nation hungering for 

good news, a feel good story like the return of the Bulls 

may have been bigger than we knew, but without the con-

text, we cannot even consider it, much less know.  

In the end, most of these items are little more than quib-

bles, for ultimately No Bull delivers an enjoyable, enlight-

ening and wholly worthwhile reading experience, one  

that will make my future trips to watch the Bulls play all 

the more meaningful.   
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UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA ATHLETIC FIELD 

By Ron Selter 

Philadelphia Phillies National League: 1894 

Philadelphia Colts Pennsylvania State League 1894 

 
OCCUPANT 

NL Philadelphia Phillies August 11-17, 1894; Pennsylvania State League Philadelphia Colts July 4, 1894 to end of season 

(70 games) 

 
LOCATION 

(N) Spruce St, (W) S 39th St, (S) Pine St, (E) S 37th St;  on the University of Pennsylvania campus northeast of 

Woodlands Cemetery  

   
Information on this ballpark is as limited as the NL’s use of this park was short (only six games).  This ballpark was a 

temporary home of the NL Philadelphia Phillies for one week in August 1894 because of the fire at the Philadelphia Base 

Ball Park (I) on August 6, 1894.   Based on an illustration of the ballpark appearing in the Philadelphia Times, there was 

a very small covered grandstand behind home plate and larger open stands down both the first and third base lines.   The 

park was later used for football by the University of Pennsylvania teams.                                                                                                                                                          

The Basis of the Park’s Configuration and Dimensions 

The only information on the size of this ballpark comes from a game account in the Washington Post 1.  There were no 

dimensions found for the University of Pennsylvania Athletic Field in any of the usual ballpark reference books 2, 3.  The 

1894 estimated dimensions: LF 225, CF 400, RF 225 (all dimensions are in feet), were estimated based on the park’s de-

scription in the Washington Post and checked against the home run data.  The existence of a ground rule that made hits 

near the foul poles over the LF and RF fences two base hits suggest the LF and RF dimensions were less than the major 

league minimum (235 in 1894).  All of the other estimated outfield dimensions exceeded the 1894 minimum.  The aver-

age RF distance may have been less than the average LF distance as Over-the-Fence (OTF) home runs to RF (seven) ex-

ceeded the OTF home runs to LF (three). 

 

Table 1: Dimensions, Fence Heights, and Outfield Distances 

 Dimensions  

Years   LF SLF LC CF RC SRF RF 

1894   225 350 375 400 390 320 225 

 

LF: Left Field 

SLF: Straightaway Left Field 

LC: Left Center 

CF: Center Field 

RC: Right Center 

SRF: Straightaway Right Field 

RF: Right Field 
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Fence Heights  

Years    LF  CF  RF 

1894       8    8    8 

  

Average Outfield Distances 

Years    LF  CF  RF 

1894   358  385  295 

 

Capacity:  5,000  

 Park Size-Composite Average Outfield Distance: 346 

 

The Impact of the Park’s Configuration and Dimensions on Batting 

The ballpark had such short foul lines that ground rules made balls hit over both the LF and RF fences nearest to the foul 

poles were two base hits.  In only six games, 17 home runs were hit.  The Phillies batters enjoyed their short stay at this 

ballpark as they scored 95 runs vs. 35 scored by the visitors.  As the batting park factors for runs and home runs were 

achieved in only six games, not too much confidence can be placed in them.  No batting data was found for the park’s mi-

nor league use. 

 
Table 2:  Home Run Data and Batting Park Factors 
 

Home Runs by Type at University Of Pennsylvania Athletic Field 

Years   Total      OTF Bounce  IP 

1894       17    12      1   5 

 Bounce:  Bounce Home Runs 

 IP:  Inside-the Park  

OTF:  Over-The-Fence (Includes Bounce) 

 

OTF Home Runs at University Of Pennsylvania Athletic Field 

 

Years  Total   LF  CF   RF Unknown 

1894     11     3   0     7       1 

(Excluding Bounce) 

 

Inside-the-Park Home Runs at University Of Pennsylvania Athletic Field 

Years   Total    LF LC CF RC RF Unknown 

1894      5      1   0    1   3  0      0 
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Batting Park Factors at University Of Pennsylvania Athletic Field 

Years   Runs  Home Runs  

1894    131    307  

 

NOTES 

1.  Washington Post, August 12, 1894 

2.  Philip J. Lowry, Green Cathedrals (New York Walker Publishing Company 2006), p. 173 

3.  Michael Gershman, Diamonds: The Evolution of the Ballpark (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1993), p. 247 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


