
May 4, 2021                     Keltner’s Hot Corner                 1 

 

Take Me Out to the Ball Game 
Classic Lyrics Revised (2021) 

By Francis Kinlaw 

Take me out to the ball game… 
We can find a good seat; 

Buy me some cleanser and surely a mask, 
Don’t breathe on me---that’s all that I ask! 
We’ll root, root, root for the home team, 

But if we get sick it’s a shame; 
For I don’t want to bring an end to my life 

At an old ball game! 

 

Upcoming Virtual Meetings 

Milwaukee Brewer Stories with Mike Gonring 
Thursday, May 20, 7 PM (CDT)  

Hey, Brewers fans, remember the old 
County Stadium days, with managers Del 
Crandall, Alex Grammas, and George 
Bamberger?  The Ken Keltner chapter will 
be hosting a virtual discussion with former 
Milwaukee Journal beat writer Michael 
Gonring, who covered the Brewers from 
1975-79.  He witnessed the early careers of 

Hall of Famers Robin Yount and Paul Molitor, as well as the 
development of the Brewers powerhouse teams of the 80’s.  All 
are welcome to attend.   

You can register here in advance. SABR will send you the Zoom 
meeting info.  Hope you can join us! 
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Upcoming Virtual Events:  

Brewer Stories with Mike 
Gonring 

Thursday, May 20, 7 PM (CDT) 

o  

Dan Wallach 
Shoeless Joe Museum 

My Baseball History Podcast 

o  

Keltner Book Club 
Ball Four 

June 10, 7 PM (CDT) 
Thursday, May 27, 7 PM (CDT) 

o  

SABR Virtual Calendar  
Handy place to see all of the other 

virtual SABR meetings monthly  
 

Direct questions or comments to: 
Dennis D. Degenhardt 
bovine9@icloud.com 
262-339-9968 (Cell) 

 
KELTNER’S HOT CORNER 

Ken Keltner Badger State Chapter 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pf-mhqTgvGd3ddmEY2agpMt5JduVrflhW
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pf-mhqTgvGd3ddmEY2agpMt5JduVrflhW
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pf-mhqTgvGd3ddmEY2agpMt5JduVrflhW
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIscOuqqD0vHNUWlipxetx1HdzlyGOcfEg6
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcpfuutrTojHdP3-0q-xXQIuheUzk0COodA
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=sabr.org_dd2m5g5ne8h2mrum238sf8iacc@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Phoenix
mailto:bovine9@icloud.com
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Dan Wallach 
Shoeless Joe Jackson Museum - Executive Director 

My Baseball History Podcast - Host 
Thursday May 27, 7 PM (CDT) 

Dan Wallach of the Shoeless Joe Jackson Museum and Baseball Library and host of 
the excellent My Baseball History podcast will join us for an engaging discussion on 
baseball history. What role does the museum play in re-counting Joe Jackson’s 
baseball career and his life after he could no longer play the game?  

And, we will talk about his excellent monthly podcast My Baseball History. 
Dan uses a long form interview format talking to those associated with the game 
learning about how they fell in love with it and got to where they are today. 
Wallach’s preparation for each interview is superb and he delves deeply into the 
guest’s background to help us get to know them better. Following each 
interview, he has a session reviewing it with his mom. This is always a fantastic 
segment because they discuss what their guest said in greater detail often 
answering the questions the listener may have. 

Here are several examples of recent podcasts for you to sample: 
Umpire Perry Barber  
Former Yankee great - Bobby Richardson 
Joe Jackson historian - Mike Miller 

(Editor’s note: this is one of my favorite podcast; Wallach’s preparation, interview skills and excellent guests). 

You can register here in advance for the meeting. SABR will send you the Zoom meeting info. 
Looking forward to having you join us!  
 

 

 
April Virtual Chapter Meeting Recordings 

Did you miss one or both of our two terrific April Chapter Meetings? You can still see them or watch 
the meeting recordings to enjoy them again. Meet Ron Rabinovitz and hear our fellow Ken Keltner 
Chapter member, Larry Baldassaro talk about his new book, Tony Lazzeri. 

Ron Rabinovitz, Jackie’s Pen Pal and Lifelong Friend 

 On April 13, we got to know Ron Rabinovitz who as a nine-year old boy 
from Sheboygan met his hero, Jackie Robinson and became his pen pal. It 
was an interesting and uplifting story with a different view of the baseball 
pioneer; the man more than the ball player. Ron’s dad wrote Jackie to see if 
he would meet his son but didn’t tell him in fear of disappointing him. But 
Jackie agreed and they met at County Stadium following a Braves vs. 
Dodgers game and they started communicating over the years. As Ron 
grew, they called and visited each other when in their respective areas 

becoming lifelong friend. Ron last visited Jackie six-months before he died; see his comments on that 
visit. It was a wonderful feel good story and left those who attended with an upbeat impression. Click 
on the arrow in Ron’s picture to watch the meeting. 

To learn more, MLB did a video in 2011, Letters From Jackie - The Private Thoughts of Jackie 
Robinson hosted by Curtis Granderson where you can see more on Ron and Jackie’s relationship. 

There is also a website with more on their friendship, JR and the kid: Unlikely bond spans decades. 

Near the end of the meeting, Rabinovitz mentioned in passing that he also met John F Kennedy. No 
one followed up with a question but I was curious and emailed him to learn more. His father was 

https://www.shoelessjoejackson.org/
https://shoelesspodcast.libsyn.com/
https://shoelesspodcast.libsyn.com/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/perry-barber/id1507329406?i=1000517254637
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/bobby-richardson/id1507329406?i=1000512406170
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/mike-miller/id1507329406?i=1000474496490
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIscOuqqD0vHNUWlipxetx1HdzlyGOcfEg6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ngLLmBaz83A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ngLLmBaz83A
https://www.mlb.com/news/jackie-robinson-friendship-with-ron-rabinovitz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hc49V7p-Q4k
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active in the Wisconsin Democratic Party and the Kennedy campaign. He told me, “Yes I knew both 
Jack and Bobby well. My Dad took me out of high school during the Wisconsin Primary and I 
traveled with them. Needless to say, I was fortunate for sure.” (DDD) 

  

Larry Baldassaro’s New Book 
Tony Lazzeri Yankees Legend and Baseball Pioneer 

On April 20, long time Keltner member, Larry Baldassaro 
joined us to talk about his new book (published on April 1), 
Tony Lazzeri: Yankees Legend and Baseball Pioneer. Larry, 
a wonderful story teller, not only told us stories about 
Lazzeri the pioneer for future Italian ballplayers, Yankee 
great, and Hall of Famer, but also about his earliest 
memories of baseball some of which is in this month Get to 
Know. Dennis had some questions for Baldassaro before 
turning it over to the attendees for a fascinating meeting on 
a ballplayer long forgotten. The winner of the drawing for an 

autographed copy of Tony Lazzeri was Mary Shea. Click on the arrow in Larry’s picture to watch the 
meeting. 

When you order the book from Boswell Books, you may be able save 20% and receive an author 
autographed copy of the book. If buying at the store, ask for one of the books signed by Larry. Or, if 
doing so online, the request should be made in the special requests area, or call in and they will take 
your order by phone. 

 
 

Keltner Book Korner 
Book Club News by Mary Shea 

Greetings, Keltner Bookworms,  

 Hope all of you are enjoying the return of baseball so far, although if you’re a Cubs fan, maybe 
not so much. But it’s early. 

Our next virtual book club meeting will be Thursday, June 10th, at 7:00 PM CDT. We’ll 
be discussing Ball Four, by Jim Bouton, as well as anything else we’d like to share or talk 
about.   

You can Register Here for the meeting or through the SABR Events Calendar. SABR will 
send you the Zoom instructions.  If you have any questions or issues with registering, please contact 
me, Mary Shea. 

I’m hoping that we can have an in person meeting sometime in August. Our subsequent book 

selection will be A Year of Playing Catch, by Ethan D. Bryan, thanks to Dennis’s recommendation. 
We might find a place where we can actually play catch, so get your gloves and arms ready. 

Happy reading! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.boswellbooks.com/book/9781496216755
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcpfuutrTojHdP3-0q-xXQIuheUzk0COodA
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=sabr.org_dd2m5g5ne8h2mrum238sf8iacc@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Phoenix
mailto:mshea611@earthlink.net
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=A+Year+of+Playing+Catch&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aB-l0DClKss
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Get to Know…Larry Baldassaro 

This professor emeritus of Italian at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee has authored three 

books on Italian baseball stars and edited another on his boyhood hero.  

Lawrence “Larry” Baldassaro was born on June 25, 1943 in Holyoke, 
Massachusetts, the second son of Gerald and Olive (Nubile) Baldassaro. 
He grew up across the Connecticut River from Holyoke in Chicopee 
which is famous for having been the home of A.G. Spalding and Brothers1 
where they made baseballs and all kinds of sports equipment. The 
company plays a role in one of Baldassaro’s memories. His father went to 
the local Spalding shop and purchased a Yogi Berra catcher’s mitt when 
he learned that 12 year-old Larry was going to be a pitcher so he could 
catch him. Baldassaro took that same mitt to the Yogi Berra Museum in 
2011 for a book signing for Beyond DiMaggio. The Yankee Hall of Famer 
got a good laugh out of it.  

His earliest baseball memory occurred when the ten year old was asked by a neighbor, who also 
coached a Pee Wee League team (ages 8-10), to come to a team tryout that Saturday after seeing him 
playing stickball in the neighborhood. Baldassaro was naturally excited about the tryout and his 
mother drove the budding ballplayer to the park a few miles from home. His most distinctive memory 
of the day was the smell of the grass as he walked across it to the diamond. And, the tryout went well, 
he became the Nativity AA team’s primary pitcher. 

During those formative baseball years, like most youngsters growing up in New England, he was a 
Red Sox fan, blaming his parents for “inheriting the curse of the Bambino.” And like many of those 
kids, Ted Williams was his favorite player and Larry had the pleasure of watching him through his 
senior year in high school when Teddy Baseball retired. Little did Baldassaro know that someday he 
would edit a book on his idol, Ted Williams: Reflections on a Splendid Life. a collection of articles by 
renown writers on the life of Williams. 

As noted above, starting at age ten, Baldassaro played sandlot baseball through high school, 
competing on some very good teams. Between age 12 and 16, his ball clubs won the Springfield (MA) 
Daily News sandlot tourney in three different age brackets. The champion’s prize for winning was a 
train trip to the final game of the season at Yankee Stadium plus a tour of New York City, including 
the Chrysler Building, and lunch at an automat near Grand Central Station. He went on to pitch for 
Chicopee High School where a contemporary, Al Stanek, made the big leagues, pitching in 11 games 
for the Giants in 1963.  

During the summers, Baldassaro pitched for American Legion teams with their squad winning the 
Massachusetts state title in 1961. It was during the 1961 Legion state tournament that Baldassaro had 
a personal highlight, pitching a 4-hit shutout in the semi-finals against Pittsfield, the third place 
finisher in the national tourney the prior year. One of the hitters the future professor faced was Mark 
Belanger, who would go on to be a standout shortstop for the Baltimore Oriole. He related that “They 
were so disappointed that they refused to shake our hands after the game.” After winning the state, 
the team continued on to the New England tourney where they finished second. Baldassaro’s playing 
days continued through one year of semipro ball in Western Massachusetts during the summer while 
in college. In addition to pitching, to he also played some first base. 

All of Baldassaro’s schooling, before college, was in his hometown, Chicopee. He attended Union 
College in Schenectady, New York where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in English. After visiting 
Italy and learning more about his family heritage, all four grandparents and his mother were born 
there, he went to grad school receiving his PhD in Italian from Indiana University.  

 
1 Spalding was in Chicopee from 1893 to 2009, when it moved to Bowling Green, Kentucky to concentrate 
mostly on basketball, see Wikipedia for a brief history of the company. 

 

https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/yogi-berra/
https://yogiberramuseum.org/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/schools/index.cgi?key_school=44dd3d32
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/staneal01.shtml
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/mark-belanger/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/mark-belanger/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spalding_(company)
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Baldassaro stayed in the Big Ten region moving to Wisconsin upon receiving his doctorate in 1972 to 
teach Italian at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, retiring in 2010. In his day job, he published 
numerous scholarly articles in American and Italian journals on a range of literary and cultural topics 
with a primary focus on Dante Alighieri the famed author of Dante’s Inferno and more from the 14th 
Century. 

Baldassaro has a son, Jim, who resides in California, and like his parents before him, Larry passed on 
the “curse of the Bambino” to his offspring who remains a Red Sox fan. 

Larry has been a SABR member since 1987. Along with about 20 other Wisconsin SABR members, he 
volunteered to help with the very successful SABR national convention in 2001 headed by Bob Buege. 
He then was part of this same group who thought it would be a great idea to continue working 
together and helped form the Ken Keltner Badger State Chapter. He has been active at the local and 
national levels and has attended almost every SABR annual convention since 2001.  

The gifted and tenacious researcher has penned eight SABR BioProject biographies on, Bob Addie, 
Ernie Orsatti, Joe DiMaggio, Phil Cavarretta, Phil Rizzuto, Tony La Russa, Vic Lombardi and Vic 
Raschi. And two Games Project articles, too. 

In addition, the excellent writer and story teller has authored or edited six books on baseball as well 
as numerous journal articles. Four of the books are titled in his name: 
Tony Lazzeri: Yankees Legend and Baseball Pioneer (his latest with autographed copies available at 
Boswell Books) 

Beyond DiMaggio: Italian Americans in Baseball 

Baseball Italian Style: Great Stories Told by Italian American Major Leaguers from Crosetti to 
Piazza 

Ted Williams: Reflections on a Splendid Life 

If that isn’t enough to keep him busy, since 1990, he has also been a contributor to the Brewers 
Magazine. 

If the retired professor could step into a time machine, he would want to return to when he was 14 
years old on August 14, 1957. That was the one and only time Baldassaro saw his hero, Ted Williams, 
hit a home run, in person, and it was at Fenway Park. It turned out it was also a special homer, a rare 
opposite field shot over the left field Green Monster from a slugger known for pulling the ball to right. 
This occasion made such an impression on the high school student that he memorialized the day 
writing a Games Project article on the memory years later2.  As he talked about the day he said, “Little 
did I imagine that I would one day get to talk with Ted one-on-one, first in 1982 at the Sox spring 
training camp and again in 1992 at his home in Florida. They say you should never meet your hero 
because the illusions in your mind will be destroyed by the reality of the person. Instead, I came away 
from both meetings with even greater admiration for the man. No longer the tempestuous firebrand 
he had been as a young ballplayer, on both occasions he was charming and courteous, and I found 
him to be one of the smartest and most inquisitive people I have ever known.”  
 

 
 

1936 Milwaukee Brewers Team Song 
 “Our Team’s Leading the hit Parade” 

By Dennis D Degenhardt 

A friend and piano teacher, Jane Maley, forwarded a link from a former student 
who was asked to record the piano part for the fight song of the Brewers ‘s team from 
the 1930's. She indicated that it was linked on a historical website for an old 

 
2 The other Games Project article was on Joe DiMaggio’s return to game action on June 28, 1949 after missing 
the first 65 games of the season. 

https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/bob-addie/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/ernie-orsatti/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/joe-dimaggio/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/phil-cavarretta/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/phil-rizzuto/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/tony-la-russa/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/vic-lombardi/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/vic-raschi/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/vic-raschi/
https://www.boswellbooks.com/book/9781496216755
https://www.boswellbooks.com/book/9781496216755
https://www.boswellbooks.com/book/9780803246201
https://www.amazon.com/Baseball-Italian-Style-American-Leaguers/dp/1683581113/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Baseball+Italian+Style%3A+Great+Stories+Told+by+Italian+American+Major+Leaguers+from+Crosetti+to+Piazza&qid=1619131218&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Baseball-Italian-Style-American-Leaguers/dp/1683581113/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Baseball+Italian+Style%3A+Great+Stories+Told+by+Italian+American+Major+Leaguers+from+Crosetti+to+Piazza&qid=1619131218&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Ted-Williams-Reflections-Splendid-Sportstown/dp/155553550X/ref=sr_1_7?dchild=1&keywords=Lawrence+Baldassaro&qid=1619836120&s=audible&sr=1-7
https://sabr.org/gamesproj/game/august-14-1957-ted-williams-rare-opposite-field-homer/
https://sabr.org/gamesproj/game/june-28-1949-joe-dimaggio-returns-to-yankees-after-missing-first-65-games/
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Milwaukee ballpark of that era. Not being familiar with the tune, I reached out to 
Paul Tenpenny, Keltner Chapter friend and a minor league Brewer expert, to see 
what he knew; it was a great deal. He was the driver behind finding someone to 
perform the song following the Chudnow Museum of Yesterday baseball event last 
year featuring the 1936 Milwaukee Brewers. Paul kindly pointed out that the credit 
for the sheet music was given to his Vintage Brew which appears on Borchert Field 
website. (Turns out, I also know the music Recording Assistant, Leah Duckert 
Kroll.) The video accompanying the piano piece is appealing as well with scenes 
from that time. Ian Janssen is the pianist with vocals by Jerry Becker and family. 
You too can enjoy the YouTube experience at: Our Team’s Leading the hit Parade. 

 
 

 
 

Borchert Field, the Bonus Chapters 
By Bob Buege 

During the February Keltner Book Club meeting featuring Bob Buege and his awesome book, Borchert Field Stories 
from Milwaukee’s Legendary Ballpark, we learned that 13 chapters were not included in the book. We asked Bob if 
he would like to place them in the Hot Corner; he happily agreed. We’ll feature one monthly into 2022. Thanks, Bob! 

OLD SMOKY 

 A procession of automobiles wound its way through the crowd-lined streets of 

Boston from  shiny new Fenway Park to a victory celebration at historic Faneuil 
Hall. The date was Thursday, October 17, 1912, three days after Theodore 
Roosevelt was shot in Milwaukee in an assassination attempt. In the lead car sat 

Mayor John F. Fitzgerald, grandfather and namesake of future President John F. 
Kennedy. Beside him sat the hero of the 1912 World Series, Red Sox hurler 
Smoky Joe Wood, who the day before had earned the victory in Game Eight of 
the best-of-seven series (Game Two had ended in a tie, called on account of 
darkness). 
 Wood had actually earned three of Boston’s four victories, the first two 
complete games and the final one in relief. The trio of wins capped one of the most amazing years any 
pitcher ever recorded. During the regular season he won 34 games and lost only five, with 10 shutouts 
and a 1.91 earned run average. 

 On September 6 Smoky Joe was sporting a 13-game winning streak. That afternoon he and 
fireballing Walter Johnson squared off in a classic pitchers’ duel in Fenway Park. Johnson, on his way 
to a 32-win season, was the only hurler in the league with an ERA lower than Wood’s. The two men 
were reputed to throw faster than anyone else in baseball. Once when asked if he could throw harder 
than Wood, The Big Train responded, “Listen, my friend, there’s no man alive who can throw harder 
than Smoky Joe Wood.” 

 The game was a complete sellout. In fact, parts of the Fenway outfield were roped off to 
accommodate the overflow. Both pitchers showed up with their best stuff, treating the fans to a 1-0 
battle decided by a run-scoring double by Duffy Lewis, making Smoky Joe the victor. 

 Wood had won 21 games in 1911, but after 1912 he never won more than 15, and that number 
only once. In July of 1913 he slipped on wet grass during a game in Detroit, fell, and broke his thumb. 
The injury was slow to heal and caused Wood to alter his motion, aggravating his arm. He continued 
to pitch and produced a 1.49 ERA in 1915, but he never regained the magic. After a season-long 
holdout and another year of constant arm trouble, he joined the Cleveland Indians as an outfielder, 
batting .298 during five seasons as a fly-catcher. 

 Smoky Joe began life as Howard Ellsworth Wood in Kansas City, Missouri. He got his start in 
baseball at age 16 traveling with the  , a barnstorming aggregation of baseball-playing women who 

https://onmilwaukee.com/articles/chudnow-baseball
http://www.borchertfield.com/2016/06/vintage-brew-jack-weisenburger.html
http://www.borchertfield.com/2016/06/vintage-brew-jack-weisenburger.html
https://youtu.be/Y8GMtogi2As
https://www.amazon.com/Borchert-Field-Milwaukees-Legendary-Ballpark/dp/0870207881/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1HUN5M7C2NFHB&dchild=1&keywords=borchert+field&qid=1613805339&sprefix=Borchert%2Caps%2C198&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Borchert-Field-Milwaukees-Legendary-Ballpark/dp/0870207881/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1HUN5M7C2NFHB&dchild=1&keywords=borchert+field&qid=1613805339&sprefix=Borchert%2Caps%2C198&sr=8-1
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/smoky-joe-wood/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/walter-johnson/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/duffy-lewis/


May 4, 2021                     Keltner’s Hot Corner                 7 

 

usually augmented their lineup with a boy or two (called “toppers”). Wood earned $21 a week for this 
gender-bending enterprise. (Six years later Rogers Hornsby wore a wig and impersonated a woman 
with the Boston Bloomer Girls.) 

 By 1908 Joe Wood was a starting pitcher for the Kansas City Blues of the American 
Association. On May 21 the hard-throwing phenom faced the Brewers in Kansas City’s Association 
Park. Wood narrowly missed hurling a perfect game against the Milwaukee club. The only Brewer to 
reach base got there on an error by shortstop-manager Monte Cross in the ninth inning. A squeeze 
bunt in the eighth inning produced the game’s only run as Kansas City edged Milwaukee, 1-0. 
Sporting Life called it “one of the most remarkable games ever pitched in the American Association.” 

 On June 1 the Blues arrived at Athletic Park to take on the Brewers. The home team scored 
seven runs in the first inning, climaxed by catcher Monte Beville’s grand slam. The game was never 
much of a contest. In the top of the eighth, however, it got interesting. Milwaukee hurler Frank 
Schneiberg plunked Monte Cross in the back with an errant fastball. The enraged Cross retrieved the 
ball and threw it with full force at the pitcher’s head. It missed its mark, and the ensuing fisticuffs 
were swiftly broken up by other ballplayers. 

 The umpire had Cross escorted from the park. Two weeks earlier the volatile skipper had been 
suspended for three games for baiting an umpire. With Cross out, the shortstop position was filled by 
none other than Joe Wood. The 18-year-old mound star received one fielding opportunity at the 
unaccustomed position, a bouncer from third baseman Pep Clark. Wood handled the ball cleanly, but 
he rushed his throw. The ball landed short of its target and caromed toward the right-field corner as 
Clark legged it to third. He failed to score, and the game ended 7-2 in favor of the hosts. 

 Two days later Wood returned to familiar territory, the pitcher’s mound, to oppose Bay View 
native Lou Manske. Slender southpaw Manske had enjoyed a cup of coffee with the Pittsburgh Pirates 
in 1906 at age 21, but it lasted barely a week. On this day, however, he outpitched a man destined to 
become a legend. Manske permitted just two Kansas City hits, both singles by Roy Brashear. The only 
time the Blues threatened to score was in the second inning when they attempted a double steal with 
runners on first and third following a hit, a fielder’s choice, a stolen base, and a walk. Brashear was 
tagged out at the plate, though, and after that the Blues went quietly. 

 Wood was nearly as tough as Manske. He allowed just four hits, but in the fifth inning he 
suddenly lost control of his pitches. (Maybe his errant throw from shortstop two days previous had 
been an omen.) He walked four batters in a row to force in a run. In the sixth a base on balls led to 
another score when Brewers outfielder Bill McGilvray walked, stole second, and scored on a single up 
the middle by Frank Roth. 

 The two runs were all Manske needed. He struck out the side in the ninth inning and 
preserved his 2-0 shutout. The game was a rarity for that time as neither club committed a fielding 
error. 

 Two months later the Boston Red Sox purchased Smoky Joe from the Blues. He joined a 
pitching staff that included 41-year-old Cy Young and in 1914 would include Babe Ruth. On August 
24, 1908, Wood made his major league debut in Fenway as the starting pitcher against the Chicago 
White Sox. Unfortunately, he was doomed by shoddy fielding by his teammates and his own 
wildness. He gave up four hits, four walks, and six runs in four innings and lost to veteran Doc White, 
6-4. 

 Smoky Joe never played again in Milwaukee, but his son did. On June 7, 1944, the day after 
D-Day and three weeks after a brief stint with the Boston Red Sox, Joe Wood pitched for the 
Louisville Colonels against Casey Stengel’s Brewers in Borchert Field. Wood was a pale imitation of 
his famous father. Paced by a three-run homer by Heinz Becker in the opening inning, Milwaukee 
spanked the junior Wood, 7-5. He toiled for three more seasons in the minors, then retired from the 
game. 

https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/rogers-hornsby/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/monte-cross/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/frank-schneiberg/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/frank-schneiberg/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/bill-mcgilvray/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/cy-young/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/babe-ruth/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/doc-white/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/casey-stengel/
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On Story Parkway: Remembering County Stadium 

“On Story Parkway: Remembering County Stadium is a new book about everything 
and anything Milwaukee County Stadium. Two and a half years in the making, it covers 
everything from; the county financing to demolition, Braves to Brewers, Pink Floyd to 
The Rolling Stones. Keep in mind the book is 620 pages with 152 photos never seen 
before. It includes 250 memories from former Braves and Brewers, Milwaukee media 
and most importantly the fans. It is not a coffee table book, but that's where you'll want 
to keep it for others to share in the memories. The book features memories from Robin 
Yount, Rollie Fingers, Bob Harlan, Chris Jacke, Mayor John Norquist, Tom Trebelhorn. 

and hundreds of fans. Foreword by Bud Selig. Thank god for baseball.” (From the Amazon website.) 

Dedicated to Henry Aaron, the book includes contributions from SABR members, Bob Buege, Dennis 
Degenhardt, Mathew Prigge, and Rick Schabowski. It is currently the #1 baseball book on Amazon. 

Watch for a future meeting with Jim as well as some of the SABR members who have participated in 
this project about one of our all-time favorite places. 
 

 
 

SABR 50 at 50: Greatest Games 

As part of the SABR 50 at 50 project to commemorate the organization’s fiftieth 
anniversary, we offer 50 of the greatest games played over the past 50 years.  

A baseball game can be great for many reasons. It may be a high-stakes game in 

September or October (or even November) that meets or exceeds the hype. It may be 

a mundane schedule-filler that distinguishes itself with a special individual or team 

performance. A game’s context — from capping an unexpected championship run to 

breaking a shameful racial legacy — may elevate what is otherwise merely memorable to greatness. 

And sometimes off-field actors, including fans, medical professionals, baseball researchers, and team 

employees who green-light a postgame fireworks show even when the final out comes several hours 

after midnight, contribute to the flavor of a great game. 

Of course, a game that is unquestionably “great” to one team’s fans may represent unspeakable 

heartbreak for residents of another city — the thin line between the thrill of victory and the agony of 

defeat is often what makes baseball so compelling. 

Baseball’s official scorebook contains more than 100,000 major-league games from SABR’s lifetime 

since 1971; minor leagues, amateur leagues, and international leagues have played countless more. 

This list strives to reflect all of the ways baseball games have been great during this time. Many 

received immediate recognition as being among the greatest ever; others gained significance over 

time. 

As an overarching principle, this list favors excitement — an outcome in the balance until the final 

pitch, an individual’s step-by-step triumph over challenging circumstances — over games merely 

featuring unusual or interesting occurrences. It aims to identify those games that, for whatever 

reason, fans and historians will still be talking about 50 years from now. Games already recognized in 

SABR’s 50 at 50 Players and Records lists were, in general, excluded. 

Congratulations to Ken Keltner Chapter Member, Corey Ritterbusch, who’s games project article, 

September 8, 1985: Red’s Pete Rose unknowingly breaks Ty Cobb’s Hit Record was one of the 

articles selected for the 50 Greatest Games in the SABR era. 

https://www.amazon.com/Story-Parkway-Remembering-County-Stadium/dp/B09243C592/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&qid=1619125489&refinements=p_27%3AJim+Cryns&s=books&sr=1-1&text=Jim+Cryns#customerReviews
https://www.amazon.com/Story-Parkway-Remembering-County-Stadium/dp/B09243C592/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&qid=1619125489&refinements=p_27%3AJim+Cryns&s=books&sr=1-1&text=Jim+Cryns
https://sabr.org/50at50
http://sabr.org/50at50/games
http://sabr.org/50at50/players
http://sabr.org/50at50/records
https://sabr.org/gamesproj/game/september-8-1985-rose-unknowingly-breaks-hit-record/
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SABR: New Resource: Patric Doyle Minor League Player Database Files 

Patric Doyle’s work to document the statistical history of minor league players led 
to the publication of his Professional Baseball Player Database on CD-ROM in the 
mid-1990s. Early editions had yearly statistical records for every player who 
appeared in the official Baseball Guides back to the 1930s, and subsequent 
research filled in the gaps for leagues and players who did not appear in the 

published totals. 

At the time, Doyle’s collection represented the best available tool to track a player’s career or find 
basic statistics on career minor leaguers. The database has expanded its scope and size several times 
over the years, thanks to Doyle’s work and contributions from numerous SABR members and minor-
league researchers who contributed to the effort. 

These documents — which are being made available to all baseball researchers for the first time 
at SABR.org — chronicle the details of much of that research which Doyle and his colleagues 
compiled and serve as an important reference source for those interested in the statistical history of 
minor league baseball. 
 
Click here to learn more and to view the database. 

 

 
 

Emil Rothe Chapter Newsletter 

 

Open May-June 2021 Newsletter 

 

 
 

New SABR BioProject on Rachel Robinson 

SABR published a new BioProject book in April Jackie: Perspective on 42.  

No one can doubt the immense courage shown by Jackie Robinson when he 

took his position at Ebbets Field on Tuesday afternoon, April 15, 1947. The 

first play of the game was a ground ball to third base, and Robinson, playing 

first, took the throw to make the first putout. 

It wasn’t just the one moment that was important, of course, but the ongoing 

significance of his presence on the field. Robinson was the first Black 

American to play what was then defined as major-league baseball at a time 

when baseball was dominant in American culture — truly the National 

Pastime — but an institution which had been segregated by race. 

After Robinson completed his 10-year Hall of Fame playing career, the six-time All-Star with a 

lifetime on-base percentage of .409 took his rightful place in Cooperstown. 

http://sabr.org/
https://sabr.org/research/patric-doyle-professional-baseball-player-database-research-files/
https://sabr.org/latest/sabr-digital-library-jackie-robinson-perspectives-on-42
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Perhaps it is true that celebrating Jackie Robinson’s courageous role in integration can sometimes 

reduce him to a symbol, over-simplify his complex grappling with the racial issues of his day, and 

turn him into a convenient and self-congratulatory icon celebrated by Major League Baseball today. 

But, in fact, he was — and remains — a meaningful and inspirational symbol. The articles in this book 

look beyond the oft-told tale of April 15, 1947, and examine many facets of Robinson’s life and career, 

including his military service, role in the civil rights movement, and his post-baseball career moves. 

Almost all of the articles in Jackie were written specifically for this book. Some 54 members of the 

Society for American Baseball Research (SABR) contributed their work as authors and editors to 

bring together a book that offers a variety of perspectives on “42.” 

One of the articles is on a person we all know about but do we really know, Rachel Robinson. 

Following is her biography from the book. Like Jackie, she too is a hero of the civil rights movement. 

 

Rachel Robinson  
This article was written by Ralph Carhart 

 

It is easy to imagine that at the end of her final day of filming with acclaimed 
director Ken Burns, Rachel Robinson must have felt some sense of relief. 
When Jack died, she was only 50 years old. Since then, she had been blessed 
with a long life and had spent almost as many years shepherding her 
husband’s story, safeguarding it from those who would twist, misrepresent, or 
abuse his legacy. The sweeping documentary by Burns, made in 2016 and 
titled simply Jackie Robinson, would be the most comprehensive, 
multifaceted look at Jack’s tale — the crown jewel in that important aspect of 
her life’s work. 

Yet her role as guardian was just one of her many accomplishments. Rachel 
was also a distinguished professor at Yale, a psychiatric nurse, a vocal civil 
rights activist, a cunning businesswoman, and a generous philanthropist. 
Hers is a stunning résumé for anyone, but most especially a Black woman 
born nearly a century ago. 

Rachel Annetta Isum took her first breath on July 19, 1922, in Los Angeles, to parents Zellee and 
Charles Raymond Isum. Zellee Jones was born in Texas, and after moving to California became a 
gourmet cook and self-employed caterer with elite clientele in Beverly Hills and Hollywood. Charles 
was a second-generation Californian, and an Army veteran who’d fought in World War I and was 
gassed by the German army in France. After the war he got a job as a bookbinder for the Los 
AngelesTimes, though he never fully recovered from the gas attack and was forced to retire while still 
a relatively young man.1 Believing in the importance of exposing her children to art and culture, 
Zellee took Rachel to violin lessons, the museum, and the Exposition Park Rose Garden, not far from 
the family home at 1588 36th Place.2 Rachel attended the acclaimed Manual Arts High School, which 
counted among its notable alumni filmmaker Frank Capra and California Governor Goodwin Knight. 
Her parents provided her with opportunities that few Black families could give their children. 

When it was time for college, Rachel went to UCLA. She longed to be a doctor, but Zellee convinced 
her that nursing was a more appropriate career path for a woman who was destined to have a 
family.3Rachel lived at home, and drove her old, beat-up Ford V-8 to school. It was a largely isolated 
existence, living off-campus.4 That changed when she met Jack Roosevelt Robinson. Prior to their 
introduction, she had seen Jack play for Pasadena Junior College, a rival of her own beloved Los 
Angeles, and had instantly disliked him. She found the popular athlete to be “cocky, conceited and 
self-centered.” She even found the way he stood in the backfield during football games, with his 

https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/rachel-robinson/
https://sabr.org/authors/ralph-carhart/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/rachel-robinson/#_edn1
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/rachel-robinson/#_edn2
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/rachel-robinson/#_edn3
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/rachel-robinson/#_edn4
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hands on his hips, to give off an air of arrogance. In truth, Jack was rather shy around women. When 
the two, now both attending UCLA, were introduced by Jack’s more outgoing friend Ray Bartlett, she 
found her earlier prejudices challenged.5 

There was an instant spark between the two. Jack was attracted to her “looks and charm,” she found 
him “impressive — a handsome, proud, and serious man with a warm smile and a pigeon-toed 
walk.”6When she brought Jack home to meet her family, her mother and brothers were impressed. 
Her father was a harsher critic, and Rachel sensed that he harbored some jealousy of the successful 
athlete who was wooing his daughter. For their first formal date, Jack took her to the Bruins football 
homecoming dinner, an affair at the Biltmore Hotel. Rachel later remembered her anxiety about 
stepping out into such glamorous surroundings. The racism she faced in Los Angeles was often 
“unexpected and inexplicable,” and an event at a place like the Biltmore was rife for a surprise 
reminder. There was also an underlying sexual tension that was new to the innocent Rachel. Still, 
despite the occasional awkwardness, the night went off seamlessly, as she and Jack danced the fox-
trot and flirted, two kids in love. The road ahead for Rachel and Jack would not always be so 
smooth. 7 

Charles Isum died on March 6, 1941. His death deeply affected Rachel, who thought of herself as her 
father’s guardian angel. One of the roles assigned to her by Zellee, even when she was a young child, 
had been to serve as a caretaker to her often-ill father. Her grief brought Rachel and Jack even closer 
together, as he was a loving salve for her during that difficult time. Just three days before Charles’s 
death, Jack had dropped out of UCLA, only a few credits shy of graduation. He always claimed that it 
was financial hardships that forced him to leave school. He had to find work to help his mother, 
Mallie, with the bills. However, Rachel would note years later that she always believed that the real 
reason was not a financial one. Rather, by that spring he had used up his athletic eligibility. With no 
sports, school no longer held his interest.8 He found work, first with the National Youth 
Administration in Atascadero. He was hired as an assistant athletic director, a position he enjoyed, 
but the approaching war cut the job short in July. After a brief tenure playing for the Los Angeles 
Bulldogs of the Pacific Coast Professional Football League, he quickly signed with the Honolulu Bears 
of the Hawaii Senior Football League, a position that came with an attached construction 
job.9 Rachel supported his decision, even though it meant they would be separated. Before he left, 
Jack gave her a charm bracelet, a symbol that they were committed to one another.10 

They were not separated for long. While he had some success on the gridiron in Hawaii, Jack was 
often hampered by injuries and he left Honolulu just two days before the attack at Pearl Harbor. 
Upon his return, he and Rachel immediately began spending as much time together as work and 
school allowed. Their reunion was short-lived. On March 23, 1942, Jack received notification that he 
was to report for induction into the US Army.11 Rachel suddenly had three important men in her life 
serving — her brothers, Chuck and Raymond, both saw active combat. Chuck, a pilot, was even 
missing in action for a time, after his plane was shot down over Yugoslavia. It was while Jack was on 
leave from the Army in March 1943 that they formalized their engagement when he presented Rachel 
with a diamond ring. They promised to wed once she finished school, though in truth she was in no 
hurry. While she loved Jack, she had come to realize that much of her life had been lived to fulfill the 
goals her family had for her. She understood that with marriage, she was likely surrendering another 
piece of her autonomy, a reality she was happy to delay.12 

Rachel did her part toward the war effort by taking a job as a riveter at Lockheed Aircraft, working 
nights while she went to school during the day. In September 1943 she transferred to the U.C. San 
Francisco School of Nursing, where she then worked eight-hour shifts in hospital wards, all while 
juggling her studies.13 Jack wrote Rachel weekly, and arranged for a box of chocolates to appear at 
her dorm room every Friday. The distance was difficult for them both, especially Rachel, who was 
now living over six hours away from home. She watched all of her new friends go on adventures with 
their romantic interests, while Jack was 1,700 miles away at Fort Riley, Kansas. Worse, he and Rachel 
clashed when she wrote to him and informed him that she had decided to join the Cadet Nurse Corps. 
Jack mistakenly believed she had actually enlisted in the Army, and wrote her back, insisting she 
withdraw. He was certain that were she to be surrounded by enlisted men, she would quickly be 

https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/rachel-robinson/#_edn5
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/rachel-robinson/#_edn6
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/rachel-robinson/#_edn7
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https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/rachel-robinson/#_edn10
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seduced by them. Rachel, not one to be told what to do, returned the ring and bracelet. She joined the 
Corps, glad for the extra $20 a month it provided and for the chance to serve her country.14 The two 
remained estranged until Jack was discharged from the Army in November 1944. At first, he 
hesitated to contact Rachel, but after some convincing by his mother, Mallie, he called her. Rachel 
was eager to rekindle their romance and he rapidly drove to San Francisco. The two reconciled, and 
reaffirmed their engagement when he gave her back the ring.15 

Jack was again on the road at the beginning of 1945, playing shortstop for the Kansas City Monarchs, 
while Rachel was completing her studies. She graduated in June, with honors, from UCLA, receiving 
a B.S. in Nursing. She also won the Florence Nightingale Award for clinical excellence, a superlative 
for which she was chosen by her peers. After graduation, she took a job working in the nursery of Los 
Angeles General Hospital.16 Two months later, Jack was contacted by the Dodgers. It was at his 
August 28, 1945, meeting with Branch Rickey that the Mahatma famously asked Jack, “You got a 
girl?” and told him to marry her right away. In truth, Jack and Rachel had already set the date for 
their wedding, but before she settled into the role of wife, she wanted an adventure of her own. 
Rachel and her college roommate, Janice Brooks, moved to Harlem in October. There, she found 
work as a hostess in a restaurant, a job she left when she learned the establishment was segregated. 
She then found a position at the Hospital for Joint Diseases in Manhattan. Growing up in her largely 
White world in Los Angeles, her experience in Harlem was revelatory and it brought herself and Jack, 
who had spent considerably more time with fellow BIPOC, closer together. At the beginning of 
January, her adventure complete, Rachel and Jack returned to California to prepare for their 
wedding.17 They married on February 10, 1946, an affair that was largely planned by Zellee. Jack, 
who adored his mother-in-law, was happy to join Rachel in indulging Zellee’s flower-drenched 
whims.18 

The two took an abbreviated honeymoon in San Jose, California, staying at the home of Rachel’s 
aunt. But the future was calling and barely three weeks after the wedding, armed with a basket of 
fried chicken and boiled eggs given to them by Jack’s mother Mallie, Rachel and Jack were on their 
way to Daytona Beach, Florida, for spring training with the Montreal Royals. While Rachel had 
experienced “unexpected” racism in California, the journey through the American South was eye-
opening. Inexplicably booted from their connecting flight in New Orleans, they were forced to stay in 
a second-rate, grimy hotel. Unable to find a restaurant that would serve them, the only food they had 
was Mallie’s chicken. Bumped from another flight the next day, they had to take a bus from 
Pensacola, where they suffered the additional indignity of being sent to the back to make room for 
White passengers. Jack, who had suffered court-martial rather than be forced to the back of a 
military bus, moved without a word. Throughout the 16-hour ride, Rachel wept at the pain she knew 
it caused her proud husband to stay silent.19 

They were largely welcomed in Daytona, where they met influential community leaders and stayed 
with a prominent Black family, the Harrises. The city was fairly progressive for the time and place, 
though even there they witnessed reminders of the Jim Crow South. While it was acceptable in 
Daytona for Black shoppers to try on shoes, it was against the law to try on clothing in the local 
stores.20 Their experiences around the rest of Florida were even more challenging, and Rachel felt 
Jack’s nightly struggles to withstand the hatred and still manage the rather difficult task of hitting a 
baseball. Recognizing that Rachel would be integral in helping Jack weather the storm ahead, Rickey 
allowed her to join the other players in camp — the only wife allowed to do so. She quickly realized 
that her role in the important work that Jack was doing was to lend support, to “be a consistent 
presence to witness and validate the realities, love him without reservation, share his thoughts and 
miseries, discover with him the humor in the ridiculous behavior against us, and, most of all, help 
maintain our fighting spirit.”21 

Jack’s first season in Organized Baseball brought them to Montreal, where Rachel was pleasantly 
surprised to learn that the housing discrimination she had been anticipating was not as prevalent 
north of the US border. After a month in a guest house, they found a home in a French-speaking 
neighborhood, a modest apartment at 8232 de Gaspé Avenue not far from Jarry Park. In May, she 
and Jack were delighted to learn that she was pregnant with their first child. She enjoyed their stay in 
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Montreal, and would later remember that time as “blissful.”22 Still, within all the joy, the year had its 
obstacles. The psychological pressure was physically grueling on Jack, who by midseason was 
suffering from exhaustion. Rachel helped him bear the burden, while simultaneously remaining quiet 
about the unexpected complications she was having with her pregnancy, a struggle Jack did not learn 
about until much later.23 Occasionally she traveled with him, but often she stayed at home, sewing, 
shopping, and generally living the domesticated home life she anticipated would come with 
marriage.24 Despite his physical woes, Jack excelled on the field that season, leading the Royals to 
the Little World Series championship on October 4, 1946. Eight months pregnant, Rachel was on the 
field with her husband when he celebrated with his teammates.25 

After the season, the family returned to Los Angeles, living in Rachel’s childhood home. Their first 
child, Jackie Jr., was born on November 18, 1946, at Good Samaritan Hospital. Jack and Rachel had 
the luxury of the early support of their families, but challenges awaited them. Needing money, Jack 
signed on with a local basketball team, the Los Angeles Red Devils, for $50 a game, an experiment 
that lasted only a few weeks.26 In late February, Jack left for spring training in Cuba, and this time 
Rachel (and Jackie Jr.) were not allowed to accompany the team. When they reunited it was in New 
York, where they established a temporary life at the McAlpin Hotel, on Broadway near Herald 
Square, a frequent Dodgers haunt. It was from this space, too cramped for the blossoming family, 
that they changed the world on April 15, 1947. Rachel was at Ebbets Field that day with Jackie Jr., 
and she watched her husband make history. Sitting between Ruth Campanella, whom she had 
befriended when Jack and Roy had been teammates in Montreal, and Roy’s mother-in-law, she left 
her seat only to warm up the baby’s bottles at the hot-dog stand. A California girl, she underestimated 
how cold an April day in Brooklyn could be, and by game’s end Jackie Jr., who was also suffering 
from an upset stomach, was stuffed inside the fur coat of Ruth’s mother to stay warm.27 Minor 
inconveniences aside, she watched the game before her and contemplated the possibilities of social 
change. She understood, even in that moment, how much Jack’s elevation meant to “Black America, 
and how much we symbolized its hunger for opportunity and its determination to make dreams long 
deferred possible.”28 

While Jack continued to make headlines, Rachel established their lives at home. After two weeks at 
the McAlpin, they received an offer from a woman to share an apartment at 526 MacDonough Street, 
in the Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood of Brooklyn. The apartment was a roach-infested tenement, 
but it had a small room for Jackie Jr., a separate bedroom for them, and access to a kitchen, none of 
which the McAlpin provided.29 Still, it was too small and dreary, and the uninspiring quarters led to 
increased tensions between the couple, a situation exacerbated by Rachel’s unwillingness to give 
voice to her own trials as part of her mission to support Jack. In an effort to fill the need for there to 
be more to her life than just domesticity, she took a course in interior decoration. She also began to 
slowly make friends with some of the other Dodgers wives, including Joan Hodges and Dottie 
Reese.30 

Before the end of the playing season, the Robinsons moved again, to 407 Stuyvesant Street. Rachel 
oversaw all these moves while caring for an infant, and still managed to attend every home game. She 
embraced the role of Jack’s protector, including oftentimes intercepting the mail before her 
beleaguered husband could read it. At first, she threw away the threatening letters that came to their 
home, but when they grew in ferocity, including threats to the life of Jackie Jr., she started sharing 
them with the Dodgers.31 The couple grew to love Brooklyn, and thought of it as a haven. The real 
test to their fortitude came when Jack went on the road, where the racial taunts would be most vile. 
At times, Rachel went with him. She remained silent on these occasions, but sat upright in her seat, 
imagining herself a shield that could keep the invectives from reaching the ears of Jack on the field.32 

Even in Brooklyn, there was the occasional reminder that they were Black citizens trying to integrate 
a White world, not just in baseball, but on the streets of their own home. They moved again, this time 
to the top-floor apartment of a two-family home at 5224 Tilden Avenue in the largely White and 
Jewish neighborhood of Flatbush, in April 1948.33 Although Jack was immensely popular in 
Brooklyn (he had, in fact, been elected the second most popular person in America in a nationwide 
contest, trailing only Bing Crosby), there were still rumors of a petition being circulated in the 
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neighborhood to prevent their Black landlady from buying the house. Some of their neighbors came 
to their defense, including the Satlows — Arch and Sarah — and their three children. The two families 
grew close. Rachel helped Sarah learn how to bake, and Jack hired her to prepare the massive 
amounts of fan mail he answered. The Satlows ultimately became lifelong friends; but even amid all 
the national adulation, the family remained isolated with few close companions.34 

For the first time in their brief married life, they did not return to California after the season. By 1948 
the family had come to think of New York as home, and with that decision, Rachel prepared for 
another move, this time to a house of their own. The timing was fortuitous — not long after she found 
a place, she learned that she was again pregnant. Their new home in the St. Albans section of Queens, 
near Idlewild Airport,35 was just the right size for their burgeoning family. It was there, at 112-40 
177th Street, that they finally found a place that most resembled their California childhoods, with a 
big backyard, a play area, and old oak trees. The house itself needed some work, but the open space, 
after the continually close quarters of their first two years in New York City, was a literal breath of 
fresh air. They purchased the house for $100 and “other good and valuable considerations.”36 Their 
racially mixed neighborhood included the Campanellas, who had moved there just before the 
Robinsons, as well as musicians like diva Leontyne Price and Count Basie. Groundbreaking education 
innovators Gus and Jeanne Heningburg were their neighbors, and played a role in devising the school 
system that the Robinson children would learn by during their stay in Queens.37 

Sharon Robinson was born on January 13, 1950. Rachel was overjoyed that she had had a girl, as she 
had long harbored secret fantasies that she would have a family like her own as a child — a willful girl 
born between two boys. After the birth of Sharon, Jack and Jackie Jr. flew to California in February 
1950 so that Jack could film the motion picture The Jackie Robinson Story. Rachel was to stay home 
with the baby and Mallie, but Jack struggled with the unfamiliar world of a film set. After two weeks, 
Rachel and Sharon joined him in Los Angeles, where they once again lived at her childhood home. 
Her arrival allowed Jack to relax and enjoy the remainder of the experience. By this point in their 
relationship, it was clear to both of them that her influence extended far beyond how well he handled 
his struggles on the diamond. Jack not only looked to her succor in private, but he recognized how his 
wife’s brilliant mind and beautiful looks could help relieve the tremendous pressure he felt in a 
different way. Rachel eased Jack’s suffering by simply being charming enough to occasionally direct 
the spotlight away from him.38 

Despite the high drama that Jack experienced on the baseball diamond, playing an integral role in the 
storied battle between the Dodgers and their crosstown rival New York Yankees, for the children and 
Rachel the early 1950s marked an extended period of peace. Rachel delighted in being a mother, and 
the birth of their youngest child, David, in May 1952 finalized the picture-perfect family for which 
they longed. There was just one ultimate, vital piece that the Robinsons needed to achieve their 
familial dreams. Not only did the latest addition make the house start to feel crowded again, but Jack 
and Rachel had grown tired of the attention they were receiving from unwanted guests, who would 
show up on the front lawn of their St. Albans home and take pictures at all hours.39 Rachel began the 
process of finding her dream home, a place where she and her family could finally settle, long-term. 
She could not have anticipated that her hunt would put her on the pages of the newspapers. 

She was stymied in her searches, in both Westchester County and Connecticut, by realtors who, upon 
meeting her, told her that her family wasn’t “the right fit” for the neighborhood. By this point, Jack 
was no longer under any restraints regarding how he conducted himself on the field and, on a larger 
scale, in his personal and political life. He started to become more vocal in his politics, and Rachel 
joined him. As the civil rights movement blossomed, they recognized the weight that came with their 
voices and they used their influence. When a reporter with the Bridgeport Herald, who was doing an 
exposé on racist housing practices, contacted the Robinsons about their struggles, she willingly spoke 
to him. The Robinsons became central characters in the subsequent article. When residents of North 
Stamford, Connecticut, read the story, they came to the family’s aid.40 

One family in particular, Andrea and Richard Simon (founder of the publishing house Simon and 
Schuster, and parents of future music star Carly Simon) were particularly kind. Andrea went far 
beyond emotional support, and used her influence with local realtors, who had been dismissive to 
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Rachel, to help acquire the land where the Robinsons built their dream home, in North Stamford. 
The exotic Andrea had a Swiss father and a Cuban mother, and was 13 years Rachel’s senior. Still, the 
two formed a lifelong friendship that “crossed all boundaries of age, race, and culture.”41 With 
Andrea’s aid, as well as that of a pair of local Jewish bankers, the Spelke brothers, who provided the 
loan, the family purchased land at 103 Cascade Road in Stamford from contractor Ben 
Gunnar.42 They then hired Gunnar to build them their dream home. When the house wasn’t ready in 
time for the 1954 school year, the Simons offered the Robinsons use of their summer home so that 
the children could start school in Connecticut and Rachel could oversee the build.43 

In many ways, the move was all the family longed for, but it came at a price. While they had the space 
and luxuries that country living provided, the largely White community of Stamford increased the 
feelings of isolation in the children, especially in Jackie Jr., who more than the others struggled to 
thrive in his father’s very long shadow. Eventually, the Robinsons formed relationships with the 
families around them, and the kids found friends to play with them, both Black children and White. 
But they never stopped being reminded of their race, and the increasingly important and complex 
struggle of the civil rights movement. At the same time that Jack, perhaps the most famous Black 
man in America, was denied membership at a Connecticut country club, Emmett Till was lynched in 
Mississippi. Rachel recalled weeping when nine Black children were escorted into Central High 
School in Little Rock.44 The news was a daily reminder of how far there was left to go, and how 
important a role Jack, Rachel, and the Robinson family played in that narrative. 

Only a week after Rachel and Jack returned from a December 1956 series of exhibition games in 
Japan, where he had appeared alongside some of his fellow Dodgers, Jack announced his retirement 
from baseball on the pages of Look magazine. It was again Rachel who provided him counsel and 
respite at the outset of this new stage in his life, but she also found herself in a unique position. She 
completely sympathized with her husband’s need to move on to his new business ventures and quit 
the physical toil he suffered playing ball. Certainly she was overjoyed that her husband was going to 
be spending more time at home with the family, a coexistence she had long longed for.45 But she also 
felt the keen loss that, as a fan, came with the end of his career. Jack had been an athlete for the 
entire length of their relationship. They had faced many challenges in the 16 years they had been 
together, but what came next was truly uncharted territory.46 

Jack embroiled himself in the affairs of his new business life, as a vice president of Chock Full O’ Nuts 
Coffee and as an activist for the NAACP and the civil rights movement. Rachel enjoyed the first real 
opportunity to focus on herself since her college days. She yearned for self-improvement and 
independence. Jack, who had witnessed his own mother work long, tiring hours, was troubled by the 
thought of Rachel finding work.47 Undeterred, she applied to the Graduate School of Nursing at New 
York University. She was admitted to the psychiatric nursing program in 1959 and reentered college 
life at the age of 37. Her initial concerns, of being “a helpless and befuddled ‘old lady,’” were quickly 
replaced by the confidence she gained when she realized that her real-life experiences had prepared 
her quite well for academia. Throughout her studies, she attempted to keep her connection to Jack a 
secret. It was important to her that she succeed on her own merits, and not because of her famous 
husband.48 

Jackie Jr. shared this particular desire with his mother, perhaps most keenly of all of the children. 
Part of the challenge for Rachel, in her pursuit of her degree, was that this time marked the first in 
which she was not consistently present for her children’s needs. Jackie Jr. had started to struggle in 
school, particularly with reading. Sharon was studious and reserved, and she kept many of the 
personal struggles she felt as a Black child surrounded by White playmates buried deep inside. David, 
who unlike his siblings was sent to a private school, found strength in isolation in a way that few 
children do. Rachel and Jack believed it was best if the harshness of the world was absent from the 
dinner-table discussions, instead choosing to encourage their children’s natural inclinations toward 
fairness and honor. As well-intentioned as the choice was, it was one that Rachel would later come to 
regret.49 

Rachel graduated from NYU in 1961, and after a brief tenure as a clinical nurse at the First Day 
Hospital in the Bronx, got a job as a psychiatric nurse at Albert Einstein College of Medicine, in its 
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Department of Social and Community Psychiatry, of which she soon became the head.50 For the next 
five years, she was part of a study that was dedicated to proving that family assistance was the key to 
a more independent, and safe, life for the mentally ill. The program statistically proved their point, 
but the funding never materialized to create the housing that would be necessary to enact such a 
program. Days at the college, spent searching for a better world for her patients, were followed by 
nights at home with the family, including her mother. Zellee had moved in with the family when 
Rachel went to school, and her steady presence led to a feeling of solidarity in a family filled with 
individuals who were now largely each going their own way. Jack was proud of what his wife was 
accomplishing in her new career, but he also struggled to adapt to their new dynamic. It was now 
Rachel who was absent for long stretches of time, embroiled in her important work.51 

As Jack played a larger and larger role in the NAACP and the children were growing older, politics 
become a more frequent topic at home. Rachel and Jack found themselves on opposite sides of the 
aisle when he famously gave his support to Richard Nixon in the 1960 presidential election, a 
decision he later regretted. Rachel, a third-generation Democrat whose entire adolescence was spent 
under FDR, was troubled to see her husband side with conservatives.52 Despite this rift, they 
remained a unified force for civil rights. One of the most enduring memories for the whole family was 
the uplifting day in August 1963 when they attended the March on Washington for Jobs and 
Freedom, and witnessed Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech on the steps of the 
Washington Monument. Rachel listened to King’s words with tears in her eyes, and left that day 
“filled with hope and pride.”53 

Jack and Martin Luther King were frequent collaborators, especially when it came to fundraising. In 
1963, when the Robinsons learned that King needed bail money for those who were arrested on the 
marches, they put together a fundraiser on their six-acre homestead. They staged “An Afternoon of 
Jazz,” featuring some of the most legendary names in the industry, including Dave Brubeck and Dizzy 
Gillespie, both of whom donated their union minimum salaries.54 The festival was a hit, with over 
500 attendees raising $15,000 for the cause. It became an annual event, raising money for various 
charities over the years. Even after Jack died, Rachel (and later, Sharon) kept it going until 2001, a 
nearly 50-year tradition in Connecticut. 

Professionally, Rachel continued to make quite a name for herself. After leaving Albert Einstein, she 
took jobs as the director of nursing for the Connecticut Mental Health Center in New Haven, and as 
an assistant professor of nursing at Yale University. At CMHC, she applied the research she had done 
at Einstein, and found a whole new level of reward in her work. At the same time, as Jack went 
deeper and deeper into politics, taking a pay cut to do so, he began to appreciate the salary that 
Rachel was bringing home in a whole new way.55 Just five years after moving past the phase of her 
life that was dedicated solely to her husband and her children, Rachel was a respected educator and 
nurse. She was enjoying the well-deserved benefits of her hard work, her keen mind, and her intense 
compassion. 

This period of fulfillment, for her and for Jack, was not destined to last. Always in his father’s 
shadow, Jackie Jr. led a troubled life, one that took him to Vietnam. There, he suffered an injury that 
led to drug addiction. After returning home, he was arrested in March 1968, on both drugs and 
weapons charges. His tabloid-fodder struggles dragged their private family pain into the light. Rachel 
was able to arrange for him to be given a room at Yale New Haven Hospital, but the family quickly 
learned that this was a poor choice. Surrounded by patients who were mentally unwell, but not 
addicts like himself, Jackie Jr. resented the setting and quickly persuaded doctors to release him. 
Once freed, he returned to his addiction.56 Jackie Jr.’s troubles were just the beginning of the 
nightmare that was the spring of 1968. Within the next three months, the Robinsons witnessed the 
murders of Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert Kennedy, and the death of Mallie. 

Jackie Jr. gave the family some hope when, faced with a choice between prison and rehab, he chose to 
enter the Daytop drug rehabilitation program. Jackie thrived at Daytop, not only successfully fighting 
his addiction, but later serving as a counselor to others in need.57 The success of his heroic struggle 
made his untimely death from a car crash on June 17, 1971, all the more tragic. Rachel was out of 
town when he died, attending a conference in Massachusetts. Jack and Sharon quickly drove to her, 
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desperate to give her the news before it hit the press. Rachel collapsed under the weight of the 
emotional devastation, and Jack and Sharon had to help her to the car. When they returned home, 
she ran through the fields surrounding their home, mad with grief. Her tears did not stop for days.58 

In the aftermath of Jackie Jr.’s funeral, Rachel and Jack decided to stage that year’s jazz concert, 
scheduled for just two weeks after the death of their son, and make it a tribute to their lost child. That 
year’s event was already intended to be a fundraiser for Daytop, and Jackie Jr. had played an active 
role in securing the acts. That event was the culmination of his final work, and the day was poignant 
and cathartic. Rachel remembered walking around “in a daze, on the edge of madness.”59 The weeks 
that followed were tense in the Robinson household, as Jack failed to address his own grief over 
Jackie Jr.’s death. Instead, he transferred his pain into an increasing frustration with the amount of 
time Rachel dedicated to work. It all came to a head when Sharon came home one night to find her 
father crying, alone in the living room. Uncertain how to ease her father’s suffering, she told her 
mother, who was reading upstairs in the bedroom. Once more, Rachel went to her husband and 
provided him comfort. From that point, they would slowly begin to heal from the wound of their lost 
son.60 Sadly, there was even still more pain that awaited her. 

Jack had been struggling with medical issues caused by his diabetes for years. He was losing his 
eyesight and he suffered tremendous pain in his legs. By the summer of 1972, his sight was failing 
enough that Rachel needed to hire a chauffeur for him.61 That year also marked the 25th anniversary 
of Jack’s integration of the Dodgers. Commissioner Bowie Kuhn recognized the date by presenting 
him with an award dedicated to his philanthropic efforts helping young people learn about the 
dangers of drugs, a cause he embraced after Jackie Jr.’s troubles. In a ceremony prior to Game Two of 
the 1972 World Series, Bowie Kuhn presented Jack with the award. His family by his side, it was 
Rachel who took him by the arm and led him to Kuhn when it was time for him to accept the honor. 
The NBC cameras respectfully cut away from his labored journey to a shot of the crowd on their feet, 
honoring this aged hero. 

One week later, on the morning of October 24, while Rachel was making breakfast, Jack came 
rushing from the bedroom and into her arms. He collapsed to the floor, and quickly fell unconscious. 
She attempted to do what she could while she waited for help to arrive, but it was too late. Jack 
Robinson died of a heart attack, at the tragically young age of 53. The final words he spoke before he 
lost consciousness in Rachel’s arms were, “I love you.”62 At his funeral four days later, over 2,500 
mourners joined Rachel in saying goodbye to her husband at Riverside Church in Harlem. Even in 
her pain, she understood the role that Jack had played in the lives of so many, and she insisted that 
two-thirds of the pews be set aside for anyone who wished to join them, including a special section for 
the kids who played hooky from school that day to attend. “Jack loved children, so,” she told the 
press.63 

Her journey would have to carry on without him by her side, but Rachel was far from finished being 
Mrs. Jack Robinson. Just as her guidance helped shape his baseball career, her stewardship of his 
legacy is largely responsible for how the public thinks of him today. Within weeks of his death, she 
resigned from Yale and took over as the head of Jack’s various financial interests. It had long been his 
dream to start a construction company that built affordable housing for underserved families. She 
quickly realized that they didn’t have the resources for such a venture but, as a long-time veteran of 
fundraising, she did see how they were well-equipped to be real- estate developers. With the help of 
some of Jack’s partners, she founded the Jack Robinson Development Corporation. Working with the 
Halpern Building Corporation, the JRDC built and managed over 1,300 units of low- and moderate-
income housing in New York City and Yonkers. Rachel herself oversaw the training of the various 
property managers who were the caretakers of Jack’s dream.64 

Once the Jack Robinson Development Corporation was on stable footing, she turned her eyes toward 
honoring the rest of Jack’s activism. In 1973 Rachel, along with her brother Charles Williams, lawyer 
and ambassador Frank Williams (no relation to Charles), and family friend Marty Edelman, formed 
the Jackie Robinson Foundation. The foundation’s mission was to further the education and 
leadership development opportunities of minority children with few economic resources at their 
disposal. Beginning in 1975, the foundation became the sole beneficiary of the Afternoon of Jazz 
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annual fundraiser. In 1978 the first recipient of a foundation scholarship, Debora Young, graduated 
from Boston College. Rachel was on hand to give Debora her diploma. Since then, more than 1,500 
students have received financial support from the foundation, which as of 2020 had an annual 
operating budget of $9 million.65 

Jack was the recipient of numerous posthumous accolades, and Rachel was frequently on hand to 
accept them. The first was just a few months after his death, when in March of 1973 the New York 
Urban League awarded him its annual Frederick Douglass tribute, presented by Jack’s old ally, New 
York Governor Nelson Rockefeller.66 In 1984 she accepted Jack’s Presidential Medal of Freedom, the 
highest civilian award in the United States, from President Ronald Reagan. In a strange twist of fate, 
also honored at that event was Maria Shriver, founder of the Special Olympics and sister of Jack’s 
earlier political foil, John F. Kennedy. Rachel returned to Washington in 2003 when he was awarded 
the Congressional Gold Medal, this one the highest honor a civilian can receive from Congress, 
turning a rare double play.67 

Rachel received numerous superlatives of her own, including the Candace 
Award for Distinguished Service from the National Coalition of 100 Black 
Women, given to a “Black role model of uncommon distinction who ha[s] set 
a standard of excellence for young people of all races.”68 She also won the 
Equitable Life Black Achievers Award and the Associated Black Charities 
Black History Makers Award. She received 12 honorary doctorates, including 
one from her alma mater, New York University.69 Her other alma mater 
presented her with the UCLA Medal in 2009, the University’s highest honor. 
In 2017 she was given the Buck O’Neil Lifetime Achievement Award by the 
Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum, presented every three years to a person 
who enhances baseball’s positive image on society. 

Rachel also played an integral role in securing Jack’s legacy within major-league baseball. She was a 
living connection to baseball’s finest moment, and she understood the magnitude of that reality. Even 
when baseball disappointed her, she persevered and made them do better. When Dodgers vice 
president Al Campanis appeared on Nightline in 1987 and questioned the mental fitness of potential 
Black managers, Rachel did not shy away from her criticisms of both Campanis and the systemic 
racism that still existed in baseball’s front office. Embarrassingly for baseball, Campanis’s comments 
came as they were celebrating the 40th anniversary of Jack’s integration of the Dodgers. Speaking to 
the importance of that moment, Rachel acknowledged the achievement, but quickly followed that by 
saying that “until there’s a change in all aspects of the game — the executive structure, front offices 
and ownership — I don’t feel any real change had occurred at all.”70 Her words moved Commissioner 
Peter Ueberroth to bring her into his inner circle as he attempted to confront baseball’s ongoing race 
issues. 

The culmination of her efforts came in 1997 when, with the assistance of National League President 
and Jackie Robinson Foundation Chairman Len Coleman, it was announced that baseball would 
celebrate the league-wide retirement of Robinson’s number 42. While Commissioner Bud Selig spoke 
of the “considerable progress” that baseball had made since Ueberroth began his initiatives, Rachel 
remained undeterred. When the retirement was announced, she was grateful, but even while still 
basking in the glow of that unprecedented honor, she made sure to let the world know that “racism is 
still with us and the struggle is still on. We need to have a vision and we need to have a 
plan.”71 Rachel was able to check another US commander-in-chief off the list, when President Bill 
Clinton was on hand at Shea Stadium to speak at the April 15 ceremony that prefaced the contest 
between the New York Mets and the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

Intermingled with the host of other responsibilities she took upon herself, Rachel also played an 
occasional role in the dramatic interpretations of Jack, serving as a creative consultant on multiple 
TV, stage and book projects. Despite the vast quantity of fictionalizations, including the commercially 
successful 2013 film 42: The True Story of an American Legend, starring Chadwick Boseman as Jack 
and Nicole Beharie as Rachel, none of those works could truly capture the full depth and breadth of 
his expansive life. It was her desire to see the whole of Jack’s story told, which led Rachel to reach out 
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to Ken Burns in hopes that the creator of the 10-volume omnibus, Baseball, might be willing to be the 
one to tell the tale. At first Burns hesitated, but as Rachel passed her 90th birthday, the 
documentarian became concerned that he was going to lose the opportunity to speak to the best 
firsthand witness to the life of Jack Robinson.72 Rachel appears throughout the four-hour film; her 
memories, both joyful and painful, are crystal clear and told with the wisdom and humor of a woman 
who had seen much in her long life. And still she was not done. 

On July 19, 2020, Rachel, along with three generations of Robinsons, celebrated her 98th birthday. It 
was, in the bizarre world of that pandemic-shortened season, Opening Day for the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. She looked resplendent in a bright red dress, surrounded by an array of floral arrangements 
in her New York City apartment. The family enjoyed the well-wishes that flooded in from social 
media, as well as a compilation of tributes that had been put together by the Jackie Robinson 
Foundation.73Rachel sold the house in Stamford in the 1990s, and split her time between her home 
in North Salem, Connecticut, and New York City. In September 2020 she moved to Delray Beach, 
Florida, with Sharon, into a home they designed together.74 

The 2020 season marked the 75th anniversary of Jack’s first meeting with Branch Rickey, and this 
time it was Sharon who handled the bulk of the publicity when Major League Baseball celebrated the 
event. The festivities were particularly poignant, as America was once again gripped by racial justice 
protests, sparked by repeated police violence against BIPOC citizens, a familiar refrain for Rachel. 
There will be more anniversaries in the years to come, as Jack’s legacy, one that Rachel assured, will 
likely be celebrated for all time. Maybe one day, those celebrations can take place in a world that 
Rachel and Jack sacrificed so much for — a world of true equality for all. 

Last revised: April 15, 2021 

This biography was originally published in “Jackie: Perspectives on 42” (SABR, 2021), edited by Bill Nowlin 
and Glen Sparks. Click here to purchase an e-book copy or paperback edition.  
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