
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 20, 2016 

Little Rock, Arkansas   

 

The Robinson-Kell SABR chapter met at the Central Arkansas 

Library at 12:00 p.m.  There were 17 members present.   

 

The guest speaker was former major league pitcher and 

Texarkana, Arkansas native Dustin Moseley who now owns 

and operates Proformance, a baseball training facility in Little 

Rock.  He was accompanied by his wife Carly.  A standout high 

school athlete, Dustin played baseball, football and basketball, 

where his work ethic (including working out in the gym at 

midnight after basketball games) is still used by the local high 

school coaches to encourage their players to work hard.  In his 

senior year, Dustin was 12-2 with a 0.76 ERA in 101 innings 

while batting .494 with 13 home runs and was named the Arkansas Player of the Year.  Although he 

signed with the University of Arkansas, Dustin headed to the minor leagues after he was drafted with 

the 34th pick in the 2000 draft by the Cincinnati Reds.  After reaching AAA in 2004 was traded to the 

Anaheim Angles.  On July 17, 2006, he won his big league debut despite giving up four runs and ten hits 

in five innings.  

 

After three seasons with the Angels, Dustin suffered 

season-ending surgery in 2009 but was signed by the 

New York Yankees for the 2010 season.  Called up in 

July, he had a memorable game on August 8, televised 

by ESPN, in which he replaced another Arkansan A.J. 

Burnett (back spasm) and led the Yankees to a win 

over the Red Sox with 6 1/3 innings, allowing only two 

runs.  In the same game, Derek Jeter collected two 

hits to pass Babe Ruth on the all-time hit list.  In his 

only postseason, Dustin pitched two scoreless innings 

in Game 1 of the ALCS and was the winning pitcher.  In 

2011, Dustin signed with the San Diego Padres and posted a solid season with a 3.30 ERA in 120 innings 

but his 2012 season and his career ended when he tore his labrum and shoulder capsule in his first 

start of the season.  For his career he was a record of 15-21 with 199 strikeouts in 101 games.   

 

 

 

 



 

Dustin discussed a wide variety of topics in the question-and-answer session: 

 

• He began by joking that he is “in the Hall of Fame” for giving up Jim Thome’s 500th career home 

run, a two-run walkoff homer on September 16, 2007, the 10th of Thome’s major league record 

13 walkoff homers.   

 

• Teammates 

o The best hitter he played with was 

Robinson Cano, who he said hit it hard 

even when making an out.  

o The best hitter he played against was 

Miguel Cabrera, whose scouting report 

was “good luck” and “hope he hits it at 

someone”. 

o The best pitcher he played with was 

Mariano Rivera. 

o The best competitors he saw were John Lackey (“a Game 7 pitcher”) and Roger 

Clemens. He told the story of Clemens getting a standing ovation in a New York 

restaurant after beating Lackey 1-0. 

o Team clowns during his time in the majors included Justin Speir in Anaheim, Nick 

Swisher in New York (who Dustin said he hated as an opponent but loved as a 

teammate) and Heath Bell and Andrew Cashner in San Diego. 

o Bartolo Colon bought him three $2,000 suits, after Dustin’s promotion to the Angels. 

o Will Venable paid Dustin his “greatest compliment” when he told Dustin that he had a 

“consistent temperament” in the way that he played the game, in his attitude, and in 

the way that he treated people. 

 

• Gave a quick review of a typical spring 

training day, which for pitchers often ended 

by mid-morning giving them time to golf.  He 

spoke of how his first spring training was the 

place to learn the “unwritten rules” such as 

being on time meant being there 10 minutes 

early.  He pointed out that in spring training 

players got used to getting up early and the 

games ending early, only to have the 

situation reverse once the regular season 

started. 

• Spoke of his time in New York, where when he first arrived was given a sheet with “Ten Things 

Expected by the Yankees”.  He said he and his Yankee teammates did not do much together off 

the field, which was more a result of their commitments and lack of time than the personalities 

of his teammates. 

• Spoke of the Latino culture of individualism, which is creeping into the actions of the American 

players.  He talked about how many Latin players felt like they “owed” their family and friends 

after making it to the majors and making good money.  While Dustin stressed that all players 

should be generous with their good fortune, he pointed out that they were the ones who put in 

the word and should not feel guilty about their success.  



• Spoke about how hard the lower minors are (where they make as little as $850 per month) and 

how he encourages young players to play multiple sports in high school and to attend college, 

especially if they need to mature.  He discussed a proposal in which he envisioned players from 

each major league team donating to a 

fund to be divided among low-level 

minor leaguers without the big signing 

bonuses, giving them the opportunity to 

live decently while playing ball. 

• His favorite pitching coaches were 

Charles Nagy and Darren Balsley in San 

Diego but in general he did not find 

pitching coaches helpful.  Dustin 

discussed how during his pitching 

lessons at Proformance he uses video to 

teach mechanics because the human 

eye is usually not quick enough to pick 

up on problems during a pitcher’s delivery.  However, he was frustrated that this technique was 

never used during his bullpen sessions as a big-leaguer.  Only the games were filmed for 

viewing, but then it was too late to make corrections. 

• Dustin told how he felt he pitched better to a backup catcher, rather than the team’s starting 

catcher who often was more concerned about his hitting than thinking thru the scouting report 

and calling a good game.  He mentioned that he felt his ERA was much better as an Angel when 

Jose Molina was behind the plate.  That night after the meeting, member Fred Worth looked it 

up using Retrosheet and Dustin was indeed correct.  

• He told how fans of other teams tended to hate the Yankees, including the story of a fan in 

Arlington who was upset when Dustin would not give him a ball during pre-game warmups.  

After the fan made a disparaging remark about the Yankees being rich and snobby, Dustin 

replied, “Dude, I’m from TEXARKANA!  Not all of us are from New York.”  

• Asking about his hitting, Dustin says he was a good hitting pitcher in the minors, including a 

grand slam, up until 2004 when he dislocated his shoulder swinging on a ball that he hit to the 

wall. 



Fred Worth began the presentations with “Highlights and Lowlights on the way to 5,000” in which he 

detailed some of the adventures and challenges he has encountered while locating and visiting the 

gravesite of more than 5,000 former major league players, the 5,000th being that of Hall of Fame 

catcher Yogi Berra.  Fred also related anecdotes of meetings he had with relatives of the ballplayers as 

he searched for their final resting places. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jim Yeager presented another installment of “Back Roads and 

Ballplayers: Baseball in Rural Arkansas”.  This one was entitled 

“Doctor Earl T. Williams: The story of the father of Arkansas’ Semi-

Pro Baseball, founder of the Greenbrier Baseball School, and the 

Boys of Summer he developed”. 

 

Dr. Williams was born in Hannibal, Missouri, on January 20, 1881, 

and attended med school at UAMS.  In 1908, he moved to 

Greenbrier and established his medical practice and coached the 

first town team about 1913.  In 1938, Williams established the 

Greenbrier Baseball School.  He was named commissioner of 

semi-pro baseball in Arkansas in 1939 and was honored as their 

“Man of the Year” in 1941.  In 1947, Williams reestablished the 

baseball program at the Arkansas State Teachers College (now the 

University of Central Arkansas).  He passed away from a heart 

attack in Greenbrier on January 29, 1951, at the age of 70. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dr. Williams’ notable players included: 

 

• Gene E. Williams, the youngest son of Dr. Williams.  Gene played several years in minors and 

news articles note him having success but his Baseball Reference stats are 

questionable.  

 

• William “Bill” Bradford, who was one of three Bradfords (Herman, Claude) 

from Choctaw.  Bradford pitched one game (two innings) in the majors for 

the Kansas City A’s on April 24, 1956, at the age of 34. 

 

• Dennis Cantrell of Greenbrier, who was a catcher on Dr. Williams teams in 

the 1930s.  He would go on to become a pioneer in commercial aviation in Arkansas. The 

Conway Airport bears his name.   

 

• Otis Brannan of greenbrier, who was the first major leaguer from Dr. 

Williams’ teams or school.  Brannan was the starting second baseman for 

the St. Louis Browns in 1928.  He would play 23 games for the Browns in 

1929 and finish his two-year career with 11 homers and 74 RBI.  He played 

1,338 minor league games and hit a career .305.  After good year in 1933 

he “retired” for two years with “mental illness.”  He returned in 1936 to 

play and manage seven more years. 

 

• William Thrace “Square Jaw” Ramsey from Osceola.  After attending the 

University of Florida, he signed after Greenbrier Baseball School in 1939.  

In his only MLB season, he hit .292 in 78 game for war-depleted 1945 Boston Braves but went 

on to become a Pacific Coast League star in the mid-to- late 1940s where led the PCL in hits one 

year and stolen bases a number of times while being named a PCL All-Star several times.  

 

• Royce Williams, the oldest son of Dr. Williams. Royce attended Hendrix where he lettered in 

baseball, football, basketball and track before graduating in 1924.  After his Hendrix career, 

Williams signed with the Pittsburgh Pirates and spent 18 years playing in the minor leagues. He 

returned to Hendrix in 1928 as the assistant football coach during the fall.  He served as the 

Mayor of Greenbrier in the 1950s and was a teacher and coach at Greenbrier High School and 

Marvell High School and later business owner in Borger, Texas.  

 

• Glenna Sue Kidd, who tried out for the All-American Girls Professional 

Baseball League when two AAGPBL touring teams, the Colleens and the 

Sallies, arrived in Little Rock in June of 1949 to play a pair of exhibition 

games. Doc Williams got word to Marvin Kidd that his daughter should 

go to Little Rock for a tryout.  Sue, who just fifteen years old, tried out 

before the game and made it.  The family stayed for the game and then 

drove home so Choctaw’s favorite daughter could join the tour the next 

day.  

 

 

 

 



• Edwin Dibrell Williams, the middle son of Dr. Williams.  Dib 

attended school at Greenbrier and graduated from Conway High.  

He attended Hendrix and later Oklahoma State before “retiring” 

from college in 1929.  Later that year, he broke in with the Arkansas 

Travelers.  Dib Williams played all or part of six major league 

seasons, accumulating 421 hits, 29 homers and 201 RBI in 475 

games.  He started all seven games of the 1931 World Series and hit 

.320 for Connie Mack’s A’s.  Dib’s teammates during his time with 

the A’s included Jimmie Foxx, Al Simmons, Mickey Cochrane, Lefty 

Grove and Waite Hoyt.  Dib worked at Greenbrier Baseball School 

until its close in 1952 before spending his later years as an egg 

farmer in White County. 

 

• Gene Bearden, a “graduate” of Doctor Williams 

first Greenbrier Baseball School in 1938.  He was 

also the bus driver, saying, “They asked me to, I 

didn’t think I had a choice.” Dr. Williams converted 

him from a first baseman to a pitcher and he was 

the loser of both games of the finals in 1938 

Arkansas semi-pro state tournament. Bearden 

broke in with Moultrie of the Georgia-Florida 

League in 1939 and enjoyed two good years as a 

left-hander power pitcher with Miami. After two 

years of hospitalization and serious surgeries, he 

returned in 1945 as a knuckleballer.  After one bad 

start in 1947, Bearden won 20 games for the Indians in 1948, including the on-game playoff 

with the Red Sox to decide the AL pennant, and pitched a complete-game shutout against the 

Boston Braves in Game 3 of the World Series.  He never had another winning season in the 

majors although he was 3-3 with a 2.93 as a reliever for the White Sox in 1953 and had 

moderate success in PCL as a reliever until 1957.  

 



Madison McEntire followed with “Making That Triple Count: Players who hit for the cycle despite 

hitting just one triple for the season”.   After noting that great players such as Babe Ruth, Hank Aaron, 

Ty Cobb, Willie Mays, Pete Rose, Roberto Clemente, and Derek Jeter never accomplished a cycle, he 

highlighted the following players who pulled it off while hitting their lone three-bagger of the season: 

 

• Bill Salkeld, Pittsburgh Pirates, Forbes Field, August 4, 1945.  Salkeld only two career triples, the 

fewest by a player who hit for the cycle.  He drove in all five Pirate runs in a 6-5 loss to St. Louis 

while accumulating no putouts or assists in his cycle game.  

 

• Jim King, Washington Senators, Fenway Park, May 26, 1964.  From 

Elkins, Arkansas, King batted .241 for the season.  Just days later on 

June 8, he hit three homers against Kansas City Athletics but they still  

lost 5-4.  

 

• Jim Ray Hart, San Francisco Giants, Fulton County Stadium, July 8, 

1970.  He was recalled from Phoenix earlier in the week to replace 

the retried Jim Davenport and drove in six of Giants 11 runs in fifth 

inning with a three-run triple and a three-run home run in the Giants 

13-0 win.  This tied the NL record for six-RBI inning, first set in 1911 

by the immortal Fred Merkle.  Hart was replaced by Al Gallagher in top of the seventh, who 

never came to the plate before the game ended. 

 

• Tim Foli, Montreal Expos, Wrigley Field, April 21, 1976.  The game was plaqued by a 30-minute 

rain delay in the second, 31-minute delay in the fourth, 20-minute delay in the fifth, a 27-

minute rain delay in sixth.  With rain threatening to end the game before it was official with the 

Expos up 7-2 in the fifth, Foli tripled to left field and was thrown out at home.  The game was 

suspended for darkness before top of seventh inning because Wrigley Field had no lights.  

When play resumed the following day, Foli homered in the eighth inning to complete the first 

“natural” cycle in almost ten years. 

 

• John Mayberry, Kansas City Royals, Royals, Stadium, August 5, 1977.  Mayberrry was making 

second consecutive start as DH due to a sore back.  He said the sore back didn’t allow him to 

swing as hard as he normally did. 

 

• Carlton Fisk, Chicago White Sox, Comiskey Park, May 16, 1984.  Fisk 

batted second and completed his cycle with a triple against Dan 

Quisenberry to lead off seventh.  Fisk did lead the AL with nine triple 

in 1972 at age 24 and hit 47 triples in his career.  In 1984 hit 21 

homers with only 43 RBI. 

 

• Chris Speier, San Francisco Giants, Candlestick Park, July 9, 1988.  

Filled in for ailing starter Robby Thompson, Speier had the first and 

only five-hit game in his career while driving in in six runs as the 

Giants beat the Cardinals 21-2.  In the game, Earnest Riles hits 

10,000th home run in history of the Giants franchise.  In April 1977, 

Speier had been traded to San Francisco straight up for Tim Foli.   

 

 

 



• John Olerud, New York Mets, Shea Stadium, September 11, 1997.  Triple 

over the head of rookie Vladimir Guerrero who had just entered the 

game to play CF.  The ball hit the wall and bounced off Guerrero who 

threw to the plate as Olerud coasted into third.  The triple came against 

rookie Steve Kline who entered the game specifically to face Olerud.  

 

• John Olerud, Seattle Mariners, Qualcomm Stadium, June 16, 2001.  Led 

off third inning with triple into right-field corner, his first triple in three 

years and capped his cycle with a dramatic 464-foot homer in the ninth 

inning.  In between his cycles, Olerud had four triples, all of them in 

1998.  He retired in 2005 with just 13 career triples, but two cycles. 

 

• Jeff Frye, Toronto Blue Jays, SkyDome, August 17, 2001.  Batted in the ninth spot and in his last at-

bat, lined a 3-2 pitch into gap in right-center but was encouraged by first base coach Garth Iorg, 

Frye stopped at first for a single to complete the cycle.  He joined Kelly Gurber as only Blue Jay 

to hit for cycle.  Gruber was in Toronto for alumni week and was on his way to game, arriving in 

time for Frye’s fourth at-bat.  Frye’s triple was his first since September 16, 1997.  His Frye’s 

MLB game last game was September 20 and both the triple and homer of his cycle were the last 

of this career. 

 

• Chad Moeller, Milwaukee Brewers, Miller Park, April 27, 2004.  He hit 

exactly one triple in each of four previous seasons (2000-2003) and would 

hit just one in 2005.  He entered the game in a 3-for-24 slump and playing 

with the flu.  In his last at-bat, he reached on an error and scored on a 

two-run walkoff homer by Bill Hall that gave Brewers a 9-8 win.  For the 

season he hit .208 in 317 at-bats, with 13 doubles and 5 homers to go 

with his lone triple. 

 

• David Bell, Philadelphia Phillies, Citizens Bank Park, June 28, 2004.  Drove 

in a career-high six RBIs while joining Grandfather Gus Bell hit for cycle on June 4, 1951.  Father 

Buddy quipped that he never hit for the cycle because “I spread my hits out”.  Bell’s triple was 

controversial as it appeared to deflect off the hands of a first-row fan who reached over the 

wall.  After a lengthy review, the umpires let he triple stand, saying Bell would have had a triple 

anyway. 

 

• Adrian Beltre, Seattle Mariners, Globe Life Park, September 1, 2008.  Three of his hits came on 

0-2 pitches.  Arizona’s Stephen Drew hit for the cycle on the same day.  It was the first time two 

players cycled on the same day since September 17, 1920, when Bobby Veach and George 

Burns pulled it off. Beltre also hit for cycle with Rangers on August 24, 2012, and August 3, 

2015, making him the only player to hit for cycle in same park as a visitor and at home.  He 

joined John Reilly, Babe Herman and Bob Meusel as 

players to do it three times.  All three were at Globe 

Life Park in Texas and at the time of last cycle, Beltre 

had only five career triples in 384 games at Globe Life 

Park, but three cycles at the park. 

 

 

 



• Melky Cabrera, New York Yankees, U.S. 

Cellular Field, August 2, 2009.  His first three 

hits came against Mark Buehrle, making his 

first home start since throwing a perfect game 

on July 23.  He tripled in his fifth and last at-

bat, White Sox outfielder Jermaine Dye 

started in and took a poor route and the ball 

went over his head and took a fortunate kick 

toward right field allowing Cabera to slide 

headfirst into third base, just ahead of the 

throw.  It was the first Yankee cycle since Tony 

Fernandez in 1995.   

 

• Jody Gerut, Milwaukee Brewers, Chase Field, May 8, 2010.  Making just his fourth start of 

season, Gerut entered game 1-for-21 against right-handers.  His two-run double in the ninth 

could possible been a triple but Gerut held up, later remarking, “Two triple are overrated.  I 

would rather have the cycle”.  His final MLB game on May 20 and he ended 2010 with a .197 

average in 71 at-bats, 7 singles, 4 doubles and 2 homers to go with his triple.  Both the triple 

and homer of his cycle were the last of this career.  If you take away his cycle and Gerut’s 2010 

average drops to .141. 

 

• Bengie Molina, Texas Rangers, Fenway Park, July 16, 2010.  Moilna 

was acquired from San Francisco on July 1 and would face them in 

October in the World Series.  He was playing with a tweaked right 

quadriceps.  His first double of the season in fourth of J.D. Drew’s 

glove in right field.  He hit a grand slam in fifth, just the eighth 

player with a slam during his cycle.  He tripled into the “Triangle” at 

Fenway Park, with the ball deflecting off the glove of centerfielder 

Eric Patterson.  Molina was the first visitor to hit for the cycle at 

Fenway Park since Andre Thornton of Cleveland on April 2, 1978.  

Molina called himself “probably the slowest guy in the world”.  One 

story calculated his odds of hitting for the cycle at 1 in 5 million. 

 

• George Kottaras, Milwaukee Brewers, Minute Maid Park, September 3, 2011.  Starting only 

because they stacked the lineup with left-handed hitters against Houston’s Bud Norris, Kottaras 

responded with his first career four-hit game.  Both his double and triple were hit to Tal’s Hill in 

Minute Maid Park where the fence is 436 ft. from home plate, had the double not bounced in 

the stands it likely would have been another triple.  In another park he might have had a three-

homer game.  His triple was the second of this three 

career triples.  He as the third straight Brewer bench 

player to hit for cycle for Milwaukee – all of them made 

this list.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• Brandon Barnes, Houston Astros, Minute Maid Park, July 19, 2013.  The 27-year-old rookie 

entered the game batting .232.  He went 5-for5 game, including his first career triple.  It his only 

one in the American League, other eight (so far) came with the Rockies in the NL.  In the eighth 

inning, the throw beat him to second base but he slid under the high tag for his double.  He was 

the first Astro cycle after they moved to American League. 

 

• Michael Cuddyer, Colorado Rockies, Coors Field, August 17, 

2014.  He missed 25 games early in the season and was 

returning after missing 60 games with a fractured left 

shoulder.  In the first game of doubleheader, he was 1-for-5 

before hitting for the cycle in Game 2.  He legged out his 

triple on a broken-bat grounder to left field.  Cuddyer joined 

Bob Watson and John Olerud as only players to hit for cycle 

in each league.  In 2014, he hit .332 for the season, after 

winning the 2013 batting title with a .331 average.  Cuddyer 

finished the 2014 season with one triple and ten homers, 

finished career in 2015 also with one triple and ten homers.  

Brandon Barnes, the last to accomplish this unusual feat, was 

Cuddyer’s teammate and appeared in this game.  As of this 

presentation, all fourteen cycles involving the Rockies, seven 

by Rockies players and seven by Rockies’ opponents, occurred at Coors Field.   

 

Bob Reising concluded the meeting with “A Tribute to Robin Roberts.” He began by noting why 2016 is a 

special year for honoring Roberts: 90 years have passed since his birth, 50 since his last major-league 

pitching win, and 40 since his election to the Baseball Hall of Fame. Bob added that he thought that among 

Roberts’ most remarkable achievements was his record of 28 straight complete games during the 1952 

and 1953 seasons. Bob proceeded to discuss some of the content to be incorporated into the revised 

biography of Robin currently being prepared for SABR by C. Paul Rogers III, with whom Bob collaborated 

on a tribute to Robin that appeared in the July/August 2016 SCENE MAGAZINE, published in Robin’s native 

city, Springfield, Illinois. 

 

Key among the points that followed was commentary on 

Robin’s  relationship with his long-time friend Philadelphia 

Phillies coach Cy Perkins; on his seldom-mentioned first-

rate pitching for Baltimore in 1963 and early 1964 and for 

Houston in late 1964; and on his crucial role in player-

owner negotiations in 1964. Also gaining attention were his 

decades-long affection for Michigan State University, 

where he had earned his bachelor’s degree in 1948, and 

the respect Stan Musial of the Cardinals had for him as 

both a pitcher and a competitor. James Michener, it was 

added, so admired Roberts that he was one of three sports 

figures to whom he dedicated his SPORTS IN AMERICA, , 

published in 1976, and the sports performer he labeled 

“my ideal athlete.” Appearing in the background during the 

presentation was a series of 19 photos of Roberts taken at 

significant moments during his memorable life. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


