
 

 

In my 85 years as a baseball fan, the 

only second baseman I ever saw 

who came close to Roberto Alomar 

was Joe Gordon of the Yankees and 

Cleveland Indians. During Alomar’s 

three years with the Orioles, I saw 

almost every one of his home games 

and visited with him often in the 

clubhouse. In 1998 I was asked by 

publisher Mitchell Lane to write his 

biography for young readers. In our 

hours of interviews, he was very 

cooperative and forthcoming, even in 

discussing his infamous spitting 

incident with umpire John Hirschbeck.  

Following is an excerpt dealing 

with his signing by the Padres and his 

minor-league experience. His years 

with the Padres will be described in an 

upcoming Newsletter.   

Major-league scouts had 

watched Roberto Alomar grow up 

playing Little League, American Legion, and winter-league ball. They knew 

his father’s reputation for discipline and hard work and saw it rub off on Robbie 

and his brother. As eagerly as kids awaiting Christmas, the scouts counted the 

days until they could sign him. 

In October 1983 Sandy Jr. had signed with San Diego scout Luis Rosa, 

a friend of the family, and gone to Spokane, Washington, in the Northwest 

League. Sandy Sr. was then a coach in the Padres’ organization. Watching the 

Padres in the 1984 World Series, Robbie announced his intention to play for 

them; he dreamed of hitting the winning home run in the ninth inning. 

Sandy Sr. had given his word to Luis Rosa that Robbie was his to sign. 

Despite offers of higher bonuses, particularly from Toronto, Sandy Sr. kept his 
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word and signed a Padres contract for his son on February 16, 1985, 11 days after Robbie turned 17. Robbie 

never saw the bonus money of about $50,000; his father put it safely away in a savings account. 

Roberto had an advantage denied most minor-league rookies: his whole family, except for his sister, 

went with him. His father was a coach and his brother was the catcher for the Class A Charleston, South 

Carolina, team in the South Atlantic League, where he was assigned. His mother cooked and took care of 

the family. Robbie saw other young players, alone and away from home for the first time, get so homesick 

they dropped out, despite their talent.  

Robbie had another advantage over most young Latin players. Spanish-speaking teenagers 

suddenly on their own in a different culture with a different language have a tough time dealing with 

everyday life. If there were no other Latinos on the team, they had nobody to talk to. Unable to read a menu, 

they often went hungry or they ate the first thing they learned to order at every meal. They might wind up 

with eggs and spaghetti for breakfast, or eating liver at every meal. Robbie had taken English classes at 

school, but he had learned more by talking to people during the summers spent in the States when his father 

was playing.        

Many rookies, used to playing two or three games a week, are unable to cope with the grind of 

playing almost every day over a 137-game schedule. But Robbie loved it. “He took off for me,” recalled 

his manager, Jim Skaalen. “He was tearing up the league against older college players. Outgoing and 

friendly, he had a lot of fun and was full of enthusiasm.” 

Alomar batted .293, averaging more than one hit per game, and stole 36 bases. 

“He could drag a bunt, hit to all fields,” Skaalen said. “Solid in the field with no flaws. Batting 

right-handed, his swing got long at times. As a left-hander, his swing was always short and compact.” 

But having his father as a coach was a mixed blessing. “Robbie put pressure on himself to excel 

and tried to do too much,” Skaalen said. “He had high expectations for himself. When he would mess up, 

or when I or his father would say something harsh to him, you could see the tears in his eyes. He would get 

discouraged at umpires who missed calls on him. But he was playing with a passion and intensity that it 

takes to make it to the major leagues and succeed there.”  

Things were different in 1986 when Robbie found himself alone in Reno, Nevada, in the Class A 

California League, thousands of miles from home in an erratic climate without his family.  His father was 

now a coach with the Padres. His brother was with Beaumont in the Texas League.  He saw snow for the 

first time – during batting practice. It would be 75 degrees one day and snowing the next. But the cold 

weather was not his biggest adjustment.  

“In the minor leagues everything is different. I was making $700 a month. I had to pay for rent, 

utilities, food, clubhouse dues. All I had in the house I rented was a mattress on the floor, not even a table. 

I had no car and had to walk everywhere. 

“There was no hot water in the clubhouse. After a game you had to get back into your clothes and 

go home to take a shower and go to sleep. Next day you wake up, get a hamburger, go to the ballpark and 

work. 

April 21, 1985, The State (Columbia, SC) p.38 
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“On the road you wake up about noon. You and your roommate go and eat some fast food, go back 

and change into your uniform in the motel room, and get on the bus at four o’clock. The trainer did the 

laundry. You wore a T-shirt and your game pants for batting practice, then put on the game shirt. After the 

game you hope to find a fast-food place still open. If you don’t, you get a bag of chips or something and go 

to sleep hungry until the next day. 

“You feel like you want to go back home, like, ‘This is not the life I want to lead.’ But if you have 

the dream and you know this is what you have to do to make it come true, you stick it out. Later, when you 

are in the big leagues, you can look back and say it all paid off.  It was worth it. But at the time you have 

to be strong enough mentally to keep working at it. 

“You realize you have to work hard.  There is a lot of competition – other guys with the same dream 

you have – and you don’t want to be in the minor leagues any longer than you have to. Whenever there is 

an opening in the big leagues, maybe you can be the guy to go up there and show them you deserve to be 

there.  I know it’s easy to say, but it’s not easy to do.” 

Jim Skaalen, who had moved from Charleston to Reno as manager, saw a change in Roberto. “He 

seemed more relaxed away from his father and brother.  He got stronger and seemed to be enjoying every 

day.  He was far ahead of the rest of the talent at that level, and I began to see the good, solid major-league 

player he was going to become.” 

Reno was different from most minor-league towns, full of casinos and nightclubs.  “In addition to 

the normal problems you have with young players on their own for the first time,“ Skaalen said, “in Reno 

a few kids lost their paychecks gambling and would hit up other players for money.” 

Robbie led the league in hitting, batting .346 with 123 hits in 90 games, and cut his errors in half 

to 18. That earned him a promotion to Wichita in the Double-A Texas League, where he was reunited with 

Sandy Jr. Some things were better in Wichita than Reno. It didn’t snow. He was making $1,200 a month 

and shared a one-bedroom apartment with his brother. They had one bed and a couch and took turns sleeping 

on the bed. They bought a car for $300 and lived on fast food and pizza. But the bus rides were torture. 

Ten- or twelve-hour treks were routine after playing a night game. In the bus they slept on the floor, the 

seats, the equipment bags – and had to play the next day. In the major leagues, players tend to go their own 

way, but the shared discomfort on the buses promoted a closeness. 

“You had to go through all that pain to see if you could make it to the big leagues,” Alomar said. 

“It was like going to school. You have to graduate before you can go to the big leagues.” 

August 18, 1986, The Sporting News, p.25 
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The Wichita manager was Steve Smith, a 

veteran minor-league infielder who helped Roberto 

go from good to great. Smith worked with him on 

his footwork turning a double play, on the art of 

reading pitchers to steal a base, on bunting. He was 

impressed by Robbie’s complete self-confidence. 

“Roberto didn’t care if it was a one-run lead 

or 10-run lead in the eighth inning, he performed. 

He was a clutch player, never scared in tough 

situations. At El Paso in the division playoffs, Sandy 

hit a home run, then hit the game-winning double in 

the ninth to put us in the finals. He just numbed out 

everything and saw the ball and hit it. To look at him 

you couldn’t tell if he was swinging in batting 

practice or the World Series. You still can’t tell.”  

The brothers were very close and looked out 

for each other. At one stage of the season, Smith 

thought the team was dogging it a little. “We were 

in Jackson, Mississippi. I called a meeting in the 

clubhouse, which was not much bigger than a closet. 

Everybody was squashed in together. We had just 

come off one of those long bus rides and the guys 

were a little irritable. 

“There are some players you can get on to use as an example to get the others pumped up, and some 

you can’t. Robbie was sensitive, but Sandy had played for me for a few years. I knew I could get in his face 

and he could take it, and he would know why I was doing it. 

“’You’re not working as hard as you should,’ I barked at him in the meeting. ‘You’ve got to get it 

together.’ 

“Roberto was offended. He jumped in front of Sandy and said, ‘Don’t you yell at my brother like 

that.’ 

“I said, ‘Roberto, sit down.’ Sandy grabbed him and moved him away. 

“It worked. It got the guys fired up. We went on to win the league championship against Jackson.” 

That year Roberto hit .319 with 41 doubles and 12 home runs. He rang up 43 stolen bases. Today 

he credits Skaalen and Smith for his growth. “I learned from everybody who helped me along the way and 

some who didn’t realize they were helping me when I watched how they did things. They all helped me be 

where I am now and I’m grateful to them.”  

The Alomar brothers went with their father to the Padres’ training camp in the spring of 1988. 

Robbie believed he had proven himself in the minor leagues. The Padres’ second-base job was up for grabs 

and he was determined to earn it. The equipment man handed him a uniform with the number 67 on it. 

“Man, this is a big number,” Robbie thought. “I know for sure I’m going back to the minors now.” His dad 

had started his career wearing number 1. Robbie had worn it in the winter league. He said to the equipment 

man, “How about number one?” 

That was shortstop Garry Templeton’s number and he had been in the big leagues for 12 years. So 

that was out. Robbie’s dad had worn number 2 and was still wearing it. Robbie decided to combine them. 

“How about 12?” he asked. 

November 8, 1987, San Diego Union, p.155 
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Twelve was available; he took it and stayed with it from then on. 

Larry Bowa, the San Diego manager, was a shortstop whose 16-year career included six NLCS and 

one World Series with the Phillies. Bowa held the record for career fielding average by a shortstop -- .980. 

So he knew what he was talking about when he looked at the 20-year-old Alomar and said, “This kid is a 

finished product. All he has to do is go out there and play. He has all the tools; just turn him loose.” 

Bowa recognized Sandy Sr.’s influence. “The way he played and approached the game, Roberto 

was taught right. He had the most poise of any young kid I’d ever seen in his first year in a big-league camp. 

Unlike most rookies, he was not in awe of anybody. He’d step in against big-league pitchers like he’d been 

doing it for years. You knew he was something special.” 

Robbie backed up Bowa’s first impressions. In the early exhibition games, he made diving stops, 

turned plays, and stole bases, He had the highest batting average on the team. Bowa considered his second-

base problem solved, not just for 1988, but for many years to come. Tony Gwynn watched Alomar at the 

plate and said, “He’s going to make the club.” 

The night before cut-down day, while Robbie enjoyed the sleep of the confident, an argument about 

him raged. Larry Bowa wanted to keep him; GM Jack McKeon wanted to send him back to the minors. 

Through the night and into the early morning hours they fought. “He’s the best player we’ve got,” Bowa 

argued. “He’s done everything we asked of him.”  

“He’s going down,” McKeon insisted, without offering a reason.  

The next morning Bowa sat in his office with Robbie’s dad. “Sandy,” he said, “I can’t look at him 

and tell him a reason to send him down. I’ll just have to be honest with him.” 

When Robbie came in, Bowa recalled, “I had trouble looking him in the eye and telling him that 

he wasn’t good enough to make the team. In my mind and in my heart I knew he was. It felt like I was lying 

to him, yet I was trying to be honest with him. 

“’We’re sending you down to Las Vegas,’ I said. ‘and don’t ask me why. I don’t know why. I guess 

it’s for experience. You’re the best infielder we have. You made the team as far as I’m concerned.’ 

March 3, 1998, San Diego Union, p.21 
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“It was the hardest thing I ever had to do as a manager in the big leagues.” 

Alomar was disappointed, but the tears that wet his face poured from a bigger, darker cloud than 

mere disappointment. He was angry and frustrated to realize that all the talent, hard work, and determination 

in the world had not earned him the promotion he felt he deserved. 

Steve Smith was now the Las Vegas manager. “When they sent him down, he was shocked,” Smith 

recalled. “He thought the world was going to end. When he reported to me, I sat and talked to him for a 

half hour, telling him how I had spent four years as a Triple-A shortstop because the Padres had Ozzie 

Smith in front of me, and how he’d be back up there in no time. I never got up there and I’m looking at this 

20-year-old kid and thinking, ‘So they sent you down.’ Most kids would say okay, I’ll be back soon. But 

he was devastated.” 

Sandy Jr. had been sent to Las Vegas and was sharing an apartment with second baseman Joey 

Cora. Sandy invited his brother to move in with them, telling him, “With your talent, you’ll only be here a 

short time.”  

Robbie made up his mind to work hard and play so well they couldn’t keep him down for long. “I 

had 10 hits and 14 RBI and three stolen bases in nine games and they called me back up, and that was the 

last time I spent in the minor leagues.” 

 

 

    

 

 

 

  

March 26, 1988, San Diego Union, p.82 

Ted Williams Chapter member Norman Macht was recipient of SABR’s 

Henry Chadwick Award for lifetime achievements in 2016. He is an 

author and prolific researcher who has served SABR in numerous ways, 

e.g., on SABR’s Board, initiating and leading research committees, and 

authoring publications. 

Year Age Team, League (Classification) G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI SB CS BB SO BA OBP SLG OPS TB HBP SH SF

1985 17 Charleston, South Atlantic League (A) 137 546 89 160 14 3 0 54 36 19 61 73 .293 .362 .330 .691 180 0 12 4

1986 18 Reno, California League (A) 90 356 53 123 16 4 4 49 14 8 32 38 .346 .397 .447 .844 159 3 6 7

1987 19 Wichita, Texas League (AA) 130 536 88 171 41 4 12 68 43 15 49 74 .319 .374 .478 .851 256 2 1 7

1988 20 Las Vegas, Pacific Coast League (AAA) 9 37 5 10 1 0 2 14 3 0 1 4 .270 .282 .459 .742 17 0 2 1

Minor League Totals= 366 1475 235 464 72 11 18 185 96 42 143 189 .315 .373 .415 .788 612 5 21 19

ROBERTO ALOMAR'S MINOR LEAGUE CAREER STATISTICS (1985-1988)



San Diego Ted Williams SABR Chapter Newsletter February 2022                                           Page 7 

 

Roberto Alomar's Player 

Questionnaire from May 9, 1986  

(Source: Bill Weiss Questionnaire Archive) 

 

Complete Name (NOMBRE COMPLETO): Roberto Alomar Velázquez 

Nickname (APODO O SOBRE NOMBRE): Robby  Position (POSICION): 

Second Base 

City and Country of birth (CIUDAD Y PAIS DE SU NACIEMNTO): Ponce, 

Puerto Rico 

Day, month and year of your birth (DIA, MES Y AÑO DE SU 

NACIEMENTO): February 5, 1968 

Your full address (street, city, and country) (SU DIRECION COMPLETA 

(CALLE, CIUDAD Y PAIS): Urbinación Monserrate B56 (Box 

367), Salinas, Puerto Rico 00751  

Height (ALTA): 6:00  Weight (PESO): 167  Bat, R or L (Batea (A LA “D” O 

“Z”): S (Switch)  Throw (TIRA): Right 

Please state up to what grade you achieved in High School or above 
(POR FAVOR DIGA HASTA QUE GRADO ESTUDIO EN ESCUELA ALTA 

OR SUPERIOR): Twelfth grade 

The name of your high school or above 9EL NOMBRE DE SU ESCUELA 

ALTA O SUPERIOR): Luis Muñoz Rivera 

If you attended college, state the name (SI USTED FUE A LA 

UNIVERSIDAD, DIGA EL NOMBRE): No 

Sports in which you participated in high school (SPORTS EN QUE USTED 

PARTICIPO EN ESUELA ALTA): Basketball, baseball, volleyball, 

track and field 

Sports you participated in college (SPORTS EN QUE USED PARTICIPO EN 

LA UNIVERSIDAD): blank 

Your occupation outside of baseball (SU OCUPACION FUERA DE BEISBOL): 

blank 

What do you do for entertainment (EN QUE SE ENTETIEN): Play 

handball and exercise 

Your experience as a ballplayer (clubs and years) (SU EXPERIENCIA 

COMO PROFESIONAL [CLUB Y AÑOS): It was very good in 1985 

in Charleston hit 293 with 160 hits 

What was your most interesting experience in baseball (CUAL FUE SU 

MAS INERESANTE EXPERIERNSA EN BEISBOL?): (1985) when I 

went to the all star game in Charleston and when I went to 

spring training for five days in Puerto Rico and met pitcher 

Lee Smith (Note: Hard to read his handwriting sometimes) 

Have you been in military service, what rank and time in service (SI HA 

ESTADO EN EL EJERCITI, QUE GRADO Y QUE TIEMPO ESTURIO): 

blank 

Has any member of your family played professional baseball, state 

what clubs and years (SI ALGUIEN FAMILIAR SUYO JUGO BIESBOL 

PROFESIONAL, DIGA EN QUE CLUB Y AÑOS): My father played 16 

year in the big leagues- with the California Angels (over) 

Scout who signed you (EXPLORADOR QUE LO FIRMO): Luis Posa  Thanks to Carlos Bauer for providing the 

translation of Alomar’s player questionnaire.  

TRANSLATION (in English) 

 

ORIGINAL (in Spanish) 

 

(from reverse side of questionnaire) 
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n our October 2021 Newsletter I reported on Bounce Home Runs (BHR) 

that were allowed by rule through the 1930 season. As concluded the 

article, I identified the three players who hit the last BHRs, each were 

players on the Brooklyn Robins and each hit their home runs in Ebbets Field, notorious as the leading 

ballpark for BHRs. The players and dates of their home runs were as follows: Al Lopez (September 12), 

Babe Herman (September 23), and Eddie Moore (September 27, G1). I concluded that Moore was the player 

who hit the last BHR.  

But my research story was actually a bit more involved. When I started the hunt for this last BHR 

I went to the internet and readily found several sites that verified that Lopez was the player who hit the last 

BHR. These sites included: Wikipedia, a Hall of Fame article, and BaseballReference.com’s Bullpen.  

However, then, courtesy of Ron Selter, I received Home Run Log data that listed two BHRs after 

Lopez’s, one by Herman and the one by Moore. I dug further, this time to Retrosheet, and it verified the 

Log’s data, as shown below, in chronological order: 

 

With this confirmation I felt sufficiently satisfied, i.e., back in October, to go with Moore as the 

last player to hit a BHR.  

In the meantime, I had sent an email to Tom Shieber, Senior Curator at the Hall of Fame (HoF), to 

see if he could check the source of the one article in the HoF reference that supported the contention that it 

was Lopez. He did some research plus contacted Retrosheet’s Dave Smith to bring him into the discussion. 

Smith did some digging and came away convinced that Moore’s home run was NOT a BHR. Further, he 

found a newspaper account that corroborated Herman’s BHR, shown below: 

Thus, in order to get it right, Retrosheet will be updated to reflect that the Moore home run was not 

of the bounce variety … and here is a correction to my October 2021 article:  

the last Bounce Home Run in a major league regular season 

game was hit by Babe Herman of the Brooklyn Robins in the 

8th inning on Tuesday, September 23, 1930, at Ebbets Field. 

 

I 

September 24, 1930, New York Daily News 

2 
GETTING IT RIGHT: 

WHO HIT THE LAST BOUNCE HOME RUN? 
by Tom Larwin  
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n 1996 Terry Cannon conceived and founded The Baseball Reliquary, a non-profit, grassroots 

educational enterprise with a mission to foster an appreciation of American art, culture, and history 

through the lens of baseball. Until his death in 2020, Cannon served as the Executive Director of the 

organization.  

In contrast to many baseball ventures, the Baseball Reliquary began as a traveling museum that 

installed exhibits about baseball history and folklore in public libraries, museums, and university galleries 

throughout the Greater Los Angeles area. To evoke the evanescent 

character of the game in the narrative displays, Cannon 

powerfully utilized pertinent documents, fans’ photographs, 

peculiar artifacts, and other curious items. Often, the exhibits that 

he curated and the programs that he sponsored reflected on 

baseball’s complex relation to racism and sexism. Notable among 

these presentations were “A Game of Color: The African-

American Experience in Baseball” (a two-month exhibit at the 

San Francisco Public Library) and “Equal to the Game: Women 

and Baseball” (a public symposium and exhibition at Whittier 

College).  

The Reliquary’s most recognized exhibit—“Mexican-American Baseball in Los Angeles: From the 

Barrios to the Big Leagues”—was undertaken in collaboration with the Dean of the Library and two faculty 

members at California State University, Los Angeles. The extensive display featured oral histories, family 

photographs, and team documents, and it was so well-received that, after it closed on the CSULA campus, 

the exhibit circulated through other libraries in Southern California. The project had been underwritten with 

a story-telling grant from the California Council for the Humanities, and it garnered a prestigious, national 

award for excellence from the Federation of State Humanities Councils. 

Three years after establishing the Baseball Reliquary, Cannon 

initiated the organization’s annual celebration of baseball notables in a 

ceremony known as the “Shrine of the Eternals.” Unlike the Baseball 

Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, the Reliquary deemphasizes career 

statistics and record achievements of prospective honorees in favor of 

recognizing players and others whose impact on baseball was distinct and 

sometimes subversive. Each year, the members of the Reliquary elect 

three inductees, whose roster includes a range of players, broadcasters, 

ballpark personnel, and umpires, as well as former union leader Marvin 

Miller, “Tommy John” surgeon Dr. Frank Jobe, and “The San Diego Chicken” Ted Giannoulas. 

(Membership in the Reliquary is open to all baseball fans, and the annual dues are $25.) The honorees are 

inducted in a festive ceremony held in the Pasadena Public Library in mid-July. The comprehensive list of 

inductees can be found at the end of this in the article.  

In 2001 the Reliquary began to present the Hilda Award for distinguished service by a baseball 

fan. The award, an inscribed and mounted cowbell, is named in honor of Hilda Chester, the legendary 

Dodgers fan known for her raucous cheers and clanging at Ebbets Field. The following year, the Reliquary 

I 

THE BASEBALL RELIQUARY 
by Joseph L. Price  3 

Ross Altman, Salin Award winner in 2018.  

Photo by Jesse Saucedo 
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*THE HILDA AWARD*

Rea Wilson (2001)

Dr. Seth Hawkins (2002)

Ruth Roberts (2003)

Jennie Reiff (2004)

Dr. David Fletcher (2005)

Bill Murray (2006)

Cass Sapir (2007)

John Adams (2008)

Bob Colleary (2009)

Sister Mary Assumpta Zabas (2010)

Chris Erskine (2011)

Arnold Hano (2012)

Emma Amaya (2013)

Jerry Pritikin (2014)

Tom Keefe (2015)

Tom Derry (2016)

Cam Perron (2017)

Bart Wilhelm (2018)

Ralph Carhart (2019)

added the Tony Salin Memorial Award for preserving baseball history. Both awards are presented to the 

recipients at the annual Shrine Ceremony, and the list of previous awardees can be found at the end of this 

article. 

In 2014, Cannon’s vision of aligning the Baseball Reliquary with a college or 

university was realized when the Reliquary’s library and documents provided the seed 

for establishing the Institute for Baseball Studies at Whittier College. Now, the entire 

collection of the Reliquary’s artifacts and ephemera are archived at the Institute, which 

is located on the Whittier College campus. After COVID-19 restrictions ease, the 

Reliquary expects to revive its sponsorship of exhibits and programs in conjunction with 

the Institute for Baseball Studies.  

Unexpectedly, in January 2021 the website for the Baseball Reliquary was 

erroneously terminated by its Internet host. While it is still suffering from this 

unfortunate closure, a legal team is working on its restoration. Despite the disappearance 

of its website, the Reliquary still enjoys an active Facebook presence. Additionally, there 

is good news to report about the continuing vitality of the Reliquary. In May 2022 at the Getty Gallery in 

the LA Central Library, the LA Public Library Foundation will open a major exhibit on clubs in the greater 

LA area. Scheduled to run through November, the exhibit will spotlight the Reliquary by narrating the 

organization’s history and by displaying duplicate trophies of the Reliquary’s awards, various artifacts from 

the Reliquary’s collection, and several of its distinct art pieces, including Greg Jezewski’s impressive 

triptych “The House that Rube [Foster] Built.” Although the resurgence of COVID-19 with the Omicron 

variant has put some of the exhibit’s events on hold, there are still plans to have a Reliquary event (and 

recognition of Terry Cannon) at the theater in the LA library.  

 

Joe Price is the Director of Whittier College’s Institute for Baseball Studies 

(https://www.whittier.edu/baseballinstitute) and can be reached at jprice@whittier.edu. 

Source: Terry Cannon 

Collection 

Jim Abbott (2003) Nancy Faust (2018) Don Newcombe (2016)

Dick Allen (2004) Eddie Feigner (2013) Lefty O’Doul (2013)

Roger Angell (2010) Lisa Fernandez (2019) Buck O’Neil (2008)

Emmett Ashford (2008) Mark Fidrych (2002) Satchel Paige (2001)

Billy Beane (2019) Curt Flood (1999) Max Patkin (2020)

Moe Berg (2000) Rube Foster (2020) Jimmy Piersall (2001)

Sy Berger (2015) Ted Giannoulas (2011) Pam Postema (2000)

Yogi Berra (2007) Josh Gibson (2006)  J. R. Richard (2019)

Steve Bilko (2015) Jim "Mudcat" Grant (2012) Jackie Robinson (2005)

Ila Borders (2003) Pete Gray (2011) Rachel Robinson (2014)

Jim Bouton (2001) Arnold Hano (2016) Lester Rodney (2005)

Jim Brosnan (2007) William "Dummy" Hoy (2004) Pete Rose (2010)

Charlie Brown (2017) Bo Jackson (2016) Vin Scully (2017)

Bill Buckner (2008) Shoeless Joe Jackson (2002) Rusty Staub (2018)

Glenn Burke (2015) Bill James (2007) Casey Stengel (2010)

Roberto Clemente (2004) Dr. Frank Jobe (2012) Luis Tiant (2012)

Bob Costas (2020) Tommy John (2018) Bob Uecker (2017)

Steve Dalkowski (2009) Bill "Spaceman" Lee (2000) Fernando Valenzuela (2006)

Dizzy Dean (2014) Roger Maris (2009) Bill Veeck, Jr. (1999)

Rod Dedeaux (2005) Marvin Miller (2003) Maury Wills (2011)

Jim Eisenreich (2009) Minnie Miñoso (2002) Kenichi Zenimura (2006)

Dock Ellis (1999) Manny Mota (2013) Don Zimmer (2014)

*SHRINE OF THE ETERNALS*

BASEBALL RELIQUARY'S
*TONY SALIN           

MEMORIAL AWARD*

Peter Golenbock (2002)

David Nemec (2003)

Bill Weiss (2004)

Richard Beverage (2005)

Kerry Yo Nakagawa (2006)

Mark Rucker (2007)

David W. Smith (2008)

Mike Shannon (2009)

Stew Thornley (2010)

Paul Dickson (2011)

Dave Kelly (2012)

Steve Bandura (2013)

Jerry Cohen (2014)

Gary Joseph Cieradkowski (2015)

Neetalie Williams (2016)

Richard Santillan (2017)

Ross Altman (2018)

Bob Busser (2019)

https://www.whittier.edu/baseballinstitute
mailto:jprice@whittier.edu
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ver the past 20+ years the City of San Diego and SABR have been 

recipients of significant donations of archives to the San Diego Public 

Library (SDPL) Sullivan Family Baseball Research Center (BRC). 

Contributors have included the Baseball Hall of Fame, Eric Hanauer, 

Joseph Murphy, Ray Nemec, and Bill Weiss.  

With a focus on the preservation of history, the BRC’s research archives 

represent the broad range of the subject “baseball.” San Diego is obviously an 

interest, and the Padres—National League and Pacific Coast League (PCL)—are 

important parts of that local history. After several attempts at having a local team 

in organized baseball (in 1899, 1900, 1913, 1929) professional baseball took hold 

here in 1936 when the PCL’s San Diego Padres first took the field at the foot of 

Broadway in downtown’s Lane Field.  

Pacific Coast League Headquarters’ 

Donation 

Coincident with this home team 

interest in the Padres our BRC has become a 

reservoir of resources related to the PCL’s 

history, beginning with its first season, 1903. 

Under the recent re-alignment of the minor 

leagues by MLB the PCL no longer exists, 

and its last season played was 2019.  

Fortunately, we were the recipient of 

a donation from the PCL offices before the league disappeared. Our friend Mark 

Macrae of the PCL Historical Society connected us with Dwight Hall, who served 

as the Vice President, Baseball Operations for the Pacific Coast League from 2009 

to 2021. Hall had the unenviable task of “turning off the lights”!  

However, the good news for PCL research—and for the BRC—is that Hall 

agreed to help preserve the PCL’s rich history through a donation of books and 

league publications. In October 2021 several boxes of material were received from 

the PCL office. In his transmittal email of October 19, Hall also noted that “almost 

half of the items are from archives that Branch [Rickey] had retained from his term 

as President of the American Association when that league was part of affiliated 

baseball and member of MiLB.”  

These new resources, which included books on the league and teams, and 

annual Sketch and Record books, filled gaps in the BRC’s collection of PCL-

related publications. 

Carlos Bauer Donation 

A few months later, in December 2021, the BRC was the beneficiary of 

another donation. This one was from San Diego baseball researcher Carlos Bauer.  

        O 

R.I.P. 

PACIFIC COAST LEAGUE: 1903-2020 

Preserving the History of the PCL  

by Tom Larwin, Jeremy Davies (SDPL), and Pete Miesner (SDPL) 

4 
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The donation consisted of over two dozen publications, mainly covering the 

PCL, and included rare, statistical-based reports authored by Willie Rundguist that 

covered the various League eras from 1903 to 2006. 

A “Finding Aid” to Help You Locate PCL Resources in the BRC 

You can find many Pacific Coast League resources at the SDPL Central 

Library. The Sullivan Family Baseball Research Center's extensive collection can 

provide most of your research needs. Books, photos, stat sheets, autographs, and more 

are on display or in storage. You may quickly access stored items with the assistance 

of reference desk staff. Most items are also available for checkout!  

However, you should be aware that many of the PCL resources are considered 

as “reference” (i.e., in-library use, only), these are indicated by an “R” at the start of the 

catalog call number. 

You can start your research now. All you have to do is go to search the library 

catalog or view digital baseball collections from the comfort of your own home.  

If you are a California resident, you are eligible for an SDPL library card for 

free. Signing up is quick and easy; you may start the process by clicking here. More 

information about library lending, including details for non-residents, click here. 

Following is a list of the general categories of PCL resources along with 

example holdings with the call numbers of where they are located:  

• Books, about the PCL 

Runs, Hits and an Era, The Pacific Coast League, 1903-58, Zingg and 

Maedeiros (796.35764/ZINGG) 

Ballparks of the Pacific Coast League, Zuckerman 

(796.35706/ZUCKERMAN) 

• Books, PCL team-specific 

The Angels Los Angeles in the Pacific Coast League, 1919-1975, 

Beverage (796.357/BEVERAGE) 

Echoes from Lane Field, Swank (796.357/SWANK) 

• Books, statistical-oriented 

The Coast League Cyclopedia (3 volumes), Bauer 

(R 796.357/COAST…)  

Pacific Coast League Stars (multiple editions/volumes), 

Spalding (796.35764/SPALDING) 

• Annual PCL publications 

PCL Sketch/Record Books are available for 1940, and 

every year from 1951 to 2018. For example: 1953 PCL 

Sketch Book (R 796.35709 PACIFIC 1953) 

• Miscellaneous PCL Resources 

Pacific Coast Baseball News, May 15, 1946-May 10, 1958 

(R 796.35764/PACIFIC)  

With the October-December 2021 donations more PCL materials are in-

process for library cataloging and will become available soon. 

 
QUESTIONS? 

If you have further questions you can reach-out to library staff by 
emailing artmusic@sandiego.gov or by calling (619) 238-6651. 

 

https://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/central-library
https://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/central-library
https://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/central-library/sullivan-family-baseball-research-center
https://sandiego.bibliocommons.com/
https://sandiego.bibliocommons.com/
https://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/central-library/sullivan-family-baseball-research-center
https://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/services/lending/librarycard
https://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/services/lending
https://sandiego.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S161C773221
https://sandiego.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S161C1244011
https://sandiego.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S161C626861
https://sandiego.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S161C856266
https://sandiego.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S161C1030546
https://sandiego.bibliocommons.com/v2/search?query=Pacific+Coast+League+Stars&searchType=smart
https://sandiego.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S161C1469704
https://sandiego.bibliocommons.com/v2/search?query=pacific+coast+baseball+news&searchType=smart
mailto:artmusic@sandiego.gov
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’m not a speech giver, I’m a talker! And I’m going to talk to you today a little bit about my 

career, a little bit about something I’m doing now…but I want to tell you what they always say 

of great speakers. They say “Well, he’s the Cadillac of speakers.” Well, I don’t carry notes and 

as far as being a Cadillac of speakers I’m more like a Nash Rambler! Mainly because I ramble 

between points and I just jump in where I think God meant for me to go, and that’s the way I talk. 

So, at any time during my little dissertation should you have a question please raise your hand and 

we’ll go right into it. To me that’s just another way to ramble! 

Growing Up 

I was born in South Gate, California in 1930 and I will be 70 years old come March 13th.  

I was raised in the Imperial Valley. My Dad was from Indianapolis…just outside of Indianapolis.   

We have a picture at home of Dad’s State Fair hog that he won a blue ribbon with. Dad 

was still ‘country’…even though we were living in downtown…well, outskirts of Los Angeles. 

Back in those days it was still 15 to 30 miles between boroughs. Within the inner mountains it is 

just one megalopolis but what I’m talking about is if you went from LA to Long Beach, you would 

get in your car and drive out of LA and you’d drive for 20 to 30 miles and nothing but open ground 

and then hit Long Beach. That’s the way it was when I was a kid.   

Well, in 1940 things had not progressed too marvelously in the way of people. But Dad 

said that this place is getting too crowded. Being an ex-country boy, he moved us to Imperial 

I 

“BASEBALL RAMBLINGS” FROM DOUG HARVEY 

Baseball Hall of Fame Umpire 

Part 1 

5 

 

Doug Harvey was a National League Umpire for 

31 years, 1962-1992, and was elected to the 

Baseball Hall of Fame in 2010.  

He is one of 10 umpires recognized by the HoF.  

Doug was a guest at our Chapter’s regional 

meeting on January 29, 2000. His remarks were 

recorded. Beginning with this month’s 

Newsletter we will present a multi-part 

transcription. (FYI, some 20 years ago Doug 

approved the transcription.) 

Enjoy “listening” to Part 1 below. 
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Valley…we arrived on Greyhound bus at 12:30 at night and it was 97 degrees…I said he moved 

us to hell! There is no doubt in my mind it was the hottest summer they had in like 40 years.   

When we arrived and I took my first step out of the bus and I went (Harvey makes 

crunching sounds with his feet) and I looked around and I stepped on a cricket! Well, that was 

fascinating because I learned in Imperial Valley in those days you could not walk across the street 

without stepping on crickets. You would hear the cars going down Main Street and they would go 

(again Harvey is making crunching sounds) killing all of these damn crickets. So, they finally got 

smart down there and they got the spray planes out and they sprayed the town at 4:00 in the 

morning. Helluva lawsuit…two ladies lost their birds. Their canaries died…helluva lawsuit. But 

the great thing about it was we killed all of the crickets!   

Roots 

But I think to myself, and I told my wife, I think that the one mistake that I have felt that I 

made: I wished that I would have raised my kids in a country setting. I really do. I think that in the 

country you learn the difference between right and wrong and there is no black and white, it is all 

just people. You learn the difference between right and wrong because in a small community, 

especially back in those days, if you did anything wrong the cops were all over your butt.  And if 

your Dad got word of it, he’d kick the hell out of you. Or your mom would, in our case, beat the 

hell out of you. My Mom beat us until she started breaking clothes hangers. Wooden clothes 

hangers! Once we started laughing back at her then your spankings were through. That’s the way 

I was raised. So, I got to be about 13 years of age when finally, she quit spanking on me. But I 

think that it was great way to be raised.   

Don’t Dare Me 

People don’t realize that when I was four years old 

my dad and mom took me to Queen of Angels Hospital in 

Los Angeles and they said, “Take him home, he will be 

dead in six months.” I had a 2500-to-1 chance of living.  I 

had nephritis…sickness of the kidneys. They took me 

around the corner about a mile away to Children’s 

Hospital…the first woman surgeon in the State of 

California…she said, “I don’t know whether it will do any 

good or not but we’ll try.” And she operated on me and they 

took my insides out and I have a scar about that big (Harvey 

gestures on his right side of stomach area) and they took the 

insides out and laid them on a tray and cut me over here (he 

gestures to his left side) and stuck a hose in that end.  They 

just washed it all out!  And I lived.   

I just recently survived cancer where they gave me 

a 30% chance of living. And I don’t really understand “I 

can’t do it.”  I just don’t know…I’ll give you a good “for 

instance.” I came home and it was a pretty cold part of the 

year, it was toward the end of the year. And I told my 

wife…my hair was always cut in a flat top, and I told her, “I think I’m going to let my hair grow.  

It’s been a long time since I had it grown.” And she says “Don’t you dare. I like your hair the way 

it is.” So, I went back on the road and six weeks later I come back and my hair is all grown out.  

Because don’t you tell me “Don’t you dare!”  Harvey dares!   



San Diego Ted Williams SABR Chapter Newsletter February 2022                                           Page 15 

And so I went that way with long hair for about three years and we get in the middle of the 

summer and it’s hotter than the devil and I said to her, “You know, I think I’m going to cut my 

hair in a flat top again.” She said, “Please don’t, honey, I like it the way it is.’ That was some 30 

years ago. You can get a helluva lot more with “honey” with me than you can telling me what to 

do.   

Ejecting People…Nicely 

When umpiring the final words from Harvey were, “Now, let tell you something, I‘ve 

listened to you haven’t I?”…(the manager would respond) “Yes you have”…then I would say 

“You haven’t changed my mind…now we’re going to go on with this game either with or without 

you.”   

My methodology was to put everything in their hands…always put it in their hands…that’s 

the way I taught and how some of the better umpires in the league worked, guys like Frank Pulli 

and Gerry Crawford…these were two of my better pupils. But I always taught ‘em that… “put it 

in their hands.” Let them know… “OK, we’re going to go on with or without you – it’s up to you.  

If you stay you’re gone. Well, that’s in your hands. Do what you want.” And that’s the way you 

eject people…nicely!   

Learn One Thing 

I went into umpiring at age 16. I got into officiating because of the fact that I could not 

stand the referees that worked our basketball games. You have to understand something, too, I was 

5’8” and weighed 90 pounds when I entered high school. I went out for the JV football team and 

I made it. Played basketball and baseball. Those were the great days where you played football 

and you came in with your football gear and you handed it in here and you walked over to this 

other window and you pulled your basketball gear, and then you got a basketball and you started 

in with basketball.   

I prefer it that way…I wish the hell we would go back to it.  I think you would see more 

triple athletes, and the better athletes would be playing three sports. Maybe the small schools could 

turn out better athletes instead they have to play football and either track or baseball, and most of 

them don’t want to go out for baseball because they want to be faster when they come back for 

football. So the coaches make them go out for track. I don’t believe in that. I think that they should 

have to play as many sports as they can.   

I wrestled as a 90-pounder, and I wrestled in the 107-pound class in my first year. I had 

something inside of me. I could not stand not to compete. And I don’t know why…I don’t know 

what that’s all about. But that’s deep inside of Doug Harvey.   

I had a great coach in high school by the name of Bob Farrell who told me “You have less 

talent than any of the starting five on our basketball team.” Farrell was our football coach and he 

coached the basketball team because the coach that was coaching it got sick and quit. Well, in one 

year he took our basketball team from a school of 600 students to the semi-finals of the Southern 

California State Championship at Redondo Beach. Compton High School beat us by two points.  

And that’s a school of 2300 and their starting five the next year was so good, when I was in junior 

college, they were USC’s freshman team. And we beat their asses. But, we competed, and the 

coach, I never forgot, he told me “Harv, you have less talent of any of our starting five but you 

have more heart than any kid that I ever met for competition. Not to win, lose, or draw but to 

compete.”  And I’ve been that way all of my life. When I set up to get started in umpiring Bob 

Farrell told me one thing he said “I’m going to give you something that I think you will really 
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make you a final man.” I asked, “What’s that?” He said, “For the 

rest of your life learn some one thing every day.”   

Well, I learned today that it is the Society for American 

Baseball Research…I knew of SABR but I didn’t know what the 

hell it meant. But to learn some one thing is very important to you. 

Try to do it. And if you go home at night and you sit down and 

really think to yourself, “Now what the hell did I learn today?” And 

nothing comes easy…I used to carry a dictionary with me…get out 

an encyclopedia. Spend five minutes…three minutes…two 

minutes…you will learn something new every day. Can’t hurt you.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAY TUNED! 

The next part of Doug’s “Ramblings” will 

be in our June 2022 Newsletter. 

Photo of Doug Harvey taken at 
the SDTW Chapter Regional 

Meeting held in Balboa Park’s 
Breitbard Hall of Champions, on 

January 29, 2000 

Early career photo of Doug Harvey as umpire making the call at home plate in a 1957 
Lions Club Invitational tournament. 
April 16, 1957, San Diego Union, p.25  
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Jack Bales is a SABR member whose initial research on this “crime of passion” appeared in the 

fall 2016 issue of the Baseball Research Journal and received the McFarland–SABR Baseball Research 

Award in 2017.  The book is a story combining baseball history and true-crime intrigue:   

In the summer of 1932, Chicago Cubs shortstop Billy Jurges enjoyed 

spending his free time with Violet Popovich, an attractive dark-haired former 

showgirl.  When he broke off the relationship, she got more than just angry; on July 

6, she confronted her former lover in his hotel room and pulled a revolver out of her 

purse.  In the ensuing struggle for it, both were wounded, though not seriously.    

The Cubs managed to win the National League pennant despite this and other 

incidents that threatened to derail their entire season. It’s a Chicago-New York World 

Series, but the New Yorkers’ anger at what they consider the shabby treatment of the 

person the Cubs brought in after Jurges was shot—a former Yankee—fuels a fiery 

Fall Classic that culminates in Babe Ruth’s “Called Shot” home run.  

Using hundreds of newspaper articles, interviews, archival documents, court 

records, and never-before-published photographs, Bales traces the shooting and its 

aftermath, as well as profiling the lives of both Jurges and Popovich.  Babe Ruth may 

or may not have signaled his home run through his “Called Shot,” but with her own 

shots earlier that summer, a young Chicago woman unwittingly set in motion events 

that indirectly changed baseball history.    

 

Be an Amateur Data Processing Pro. There is another way to help us out, too, and that is to put 

some time toward digitizing player records that we have received from the Ray Nemec Archive—over 

20,000 total. Each record is numbered. However, that doesn’t help someone find a particular player’s 

record. We need the records to be “re-titled” with the player’s name identified on the record. In the batch 

there will be major-league players as well as minor leaguers who never reached the majors.  

SDTW CHAPTER NOTES 
• Chapter ZOOM on Saturday, February 19th 

• Volunteers Needed 

• SABR Local Grants 

6 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: Chapter-Hosted Zoom 

Saturday, February 19, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. 

Presentation by Jack Bales, Author of the Book: 

The Chicago Cub Shot for Love: A Showgirl’s Crime of 

Passion and the 1932 World Series 

SIGN UP! Opportunities for YOU to Help US as a Volunteer 
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If interested in giving this a try—a 100-record batch at a time—please contact Tom Larwin at 

Lar.11@cox.net. 

Help Develop a Robust Research Web Site. We have a growing digital collection of baseball 

material and resources. Now those resources are kept on a couple of private computers. We would like to 

create a web site where these resources we would be available without cost. 

Are you someone who has the experience to help us develop and build this web site and is willing 

to donate time to accomplish the project? If so, contact Tom Larwin at Lar.11@cox.net.  

Our chapter has submitted two applications for funding that is offered as part of SABR’s new Local 

Grants Program.   

This project would install a grave marker for 19th century player, Warren “Hick” 

Carpenter.  

Carpenter is buried in Mount Hope Cemetery but without a grave marker. A partner on the 

project is SABR’s 19th Century Grave Marker committee. Carpenter was a notable player 

throughout the 1880s. He is the subject of a SABR BioProject biography by Charles F. 

Faber. In it Carpenter was acknowledged to be the league’s MVP in 1882 (ex post facto). 

He was also a star third baseman (albeit, left-handed) on the Cincinnati Reds first pennant-

winning team that year.  

This project would involve digitizing 125 video tapes of Padres’ pre-game interviews, 

staged events, and marketing commercials.  

These tapes were recorded by Andy Strasberg in the 1980s. They are rare and the only 

copies that exist. Collectively, the tapes offer a unique look back to an era 40 years ago and 

provide viewers with close-up interviews of players from those years and vivid examples 

of the marketing of baseball by a small-market franchise. The product is a timeless, visual 

portrayal of a slice of San Diego’s baseball history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FYI: SDTW Chapter Submits Two Applications for SABR Local Grants 

1 
2 

San Diego Ted Williams SABR Chapter Steering Committee 
Tom Larwin, President  Greg Funk 

  619.251.0419; Lar.11@cox.net        Anna Newton 

Andy Strasberg, Vice President  Jay Walker 
Dan Boyle, Treasurer        Tom Willman 

Geoff Young, Secretary                                   Jeremy Davies, SDPL Liaison 

Steve Bryant                                                     619.238.6632, JLDavies@sandiego.gov 

 

LAST WORDS! 
Comments? Ideas for future articles? 

Contact: Geoff Young via email at gyoung858@yahoo.com. 
 

For information on our chapter or to check out past 

Chapter newsletters go to: SDTW SABR Chapter 

mailto:Lar.11@cox.net
mailto:Lar.11@cox.net
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/hick-carpenter/
mailto:Lar.11@cox.net
mailto:JLDavies@sandiego.gov
mailto:gyoung858@yahoo.com
https://sabr.org/chapter/san-diego-ted-williams-chapter/

