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Baseball in Rhode Island

By Leonard Levin

Tiny Rhode Island (40 miles long, 20 miles wide,
population less than a million) has contributed more
than its share to baseball lore.

* The Providence Grays were awarded a franchise in
the National League in 1878, the league’s third season.
The Grays won the pennant in their second year
(1879), captured the league championship again in
1884, and in that same year defeated the pennant-
winning New York Metropolitans of the American
Association, three games to none, in what is regarded
as the first World Series.

* After dropping out of the National League follow-
ing the 1885 season, the Grays participated briefly in
the Eastern League in 1886 and then spent 27 years
(1891-1917) and part of another (1925) in the Inter-
national League and its predecessor circuits. In one of
those years (1914), a 19-year-old lefthanded pitcher
named George Herman Ruth, then the property of the
Boston Red Sox, spent a month on the Grays’ roster
and won nine games and batted .300 in helping the
team win the [.L. pennant. In a game at Toronto that
summer, he hit his one and only minor league home
run.

* Over the years teams representing Providence and
two otherRhodeIsland cities— Pawtucket and Woon-
socket — have played in other minor leagues: Pro-
vidence in the Eastern League (1918-19 and 1926-30)
and the New England League (1946-49); Pawtucket in
the New England League (1892, 1894-99 and
1946-49), the Atlantic Association (1908), the Colo-
nial League (1914-15), the Eastern League (1966-67
and 1970-72) and the International League (1973 to the
present), and Woonsocket in the New England League
(1891-92), the Atlantic Association (1908), the Col-
onial League (1914) and the New England League
(1933).

* Three Rhode Island natives are members of the
Baseball Hall of Fame: Hugh Duffy, Nap Lajoie and
Gabby Hartnett. Another Hall of Famer, Frankie
Frisch, spent his retirement years in the state. Still

others — Charles Radboum, Babe Ruth and Jimmie
Foxx, to mention just a few — played for Rhode Island
teams as major or minor leaguers.

* While its population is small and it is not a Sunbelt
state like California or Florida, Rhode Island over the
years has sent its proportional share of players to the
major leagues. At this writing there are three: Davey
Lopes, Billy Almon and Mike Stenhouse. (Charlie
Hough was born in Hawaii but spent much of his youth
in Rhode Island.) Mike Roarke of West Warwick is the
St. Louis Cardinals’ pitching coach, and Johnny Goryl
of Cumberland is a coach with the Cleveland Indians.

* Two of today’s most successful baseball execu-
tives are Rhode Islanders: Roland Hemond, executive
vice-president and general manager of the Chicago
White Sox, and Lou Gorman, vice-president of base-
ball operations of the Boston Red Sox.

* Pawtucket was the site of the longest game in the
history of professional baseball — 33 innings between
the Pawtucket Red Sox and Rochester Red Wings of
the International League, played April 18-19 and June
23, 1981. The game was suspended after 32 innings
with the score tied 2-2. When it was resumed, Paw-
tucket quickly won, 3-2, in the thirty-third inning.

Because of their New England orientation and the
proximity of Boston (an hour’s drive for most people in
the state), most Rhode Islanders are Red Sox fans. But
because of the state’ssizable Italian population and the
Crosetti-DiMaggio-Rizzuto connection, there is a sig-
nificant minority of New York Yankees rooters. This
contributes to what author and SABR member Harvey
Frommer has chronicled as ‘‘Baseball’s Greatest Ri-
valry.”” With the success of the Yankees over the
years, the rivalry from time to time becomes a little
onesided; indeed many Red Sox fans will admit, after
some prodding, that they get a biggerkick out of seeing
the Yankees lose than in seeing the Red Sox win.

The articles that follow appeared in the Providence
Journal in June and July of 1928 and are reprinted with
the permission of the Providence Journal Co. The *

Cover photo was taken at Providence’s Messer Park in 1879 and shows 1878 N.L. champion Boston Red Stockings and 1879 N.L. champion
Providence Grays. Boston players are: Standing (left to right) — Ed Cogswell, Ezra Sutton, Tommy Bond, Curry Foley, Charles ‘‘Pop’’ Snyder,
Charley Jones, John Morrill, club official McSean; reclining — Jack Burdock, Bill Hawes, Sadic Houck. Seated in front are Harry Wright, manager
of Boston, and Jim Bullock of Providence. Other Grays are: Standing (left to right) — Emil Gross, Bill Hague, Jim O’Rourke, Joe Start, Monte
Ward, Mike McGeary, Paul Hines; reclining — Bobby Mathews, manager George Wright, Tom York.

Copyright I984 hy Society for American Baseball Research, Inc.,
. Box 1010, Cooperstown, NY 13326.



author. William D. "Bill™™ Perrin. had covered basc-
ball and other sports in Providence for ncarly half a
century at the time he wrote the articles. Although the
prose style may scem stodgy to today’s readers. it is
typical of its era. Perrin covered the Grays for most of
their minor feague years, and his accounts of the games

were long and detailed — a treat for the baseball fan of

those days who had tew other sports or activitics
competing for his attention. Because of the wealth of
detail they contain. the stories by Perrin and his con-
temporarics have proved a boon to SABR members
sifting through newspaper microfilm in search of
information.

Providence Articles
Discovered in Old Scrapbook

Late in the fall of 1983 two SABR members — John Thom
and Mark Rucker — spent a week in Cooperstown, N.Y.
Their mission was to look through the files of the National

Baseball Library for photographs and other material that

would be appropriate for the Society’s new 1984 spring
pictorial issue of The Nationa! Pastime devoted to pre-1900
baseball.

In the process of this search Thorm came across an old
scrapbook containing the series of 35 articles on Pro-
vidence's major league baseball history that follows. He
immediately recognized the importance of the material and
arranged to obtain photocopies.

Realizing the series would be of great interest to many
SABR members, he subsequently proposed that the Society
reprint the articles in booklet form for distribution to those
attending the organization’s 1984 annual convention in Pro-
vidence and to other members who might like to have copies.

After all, with 1984 representing the 100th anniversary of

Providence’s victory in the first World Series ever played. a
booklet on the city’s baseball history seemed most
appropriate.

Efforts to obtain sharp, clear copies of the articles from the
microfilm of the Providence Journal proved unavailing. As
generally happens to old newsprint. the paper had shown
signs of deterioration before it was put on microfilm. Con-
sequently it was decided to use the photocopies made from
the scrapbook in printing this booklet even through the
passage of some 55 years had also taken its toll on the
scrapbook clippings.

Upon looking through this booklet, one should bear in
mind that while the quality of the printing of the articles
themselves is not up to the standards that the Society or
SABR member Dean Coughenour and his staff at Ag Press in
Manbhattan, Kan., would prefer, it is the historic value of the
information presented — not the esthetics — that is of prime
lmportance.

{Note: The photographs at the bottom of pages 6 and 14
and the cartoon on page 56 were not part of the original
Providence Journal series.)
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Baseball, almost since its birth, has
fasclnated the good people of Provl-
dence and a few of the bad ones.

The game has grown steadlly here in
sheer number of players and spectators,
but relatively the city occuplied a far
more important place in the. baseball
world of the late ’70's and early '80's
than now. In 1879 and 1884 the Provi-
dence Grays, numbering In their ranks
such paladins as “Qld Hoss” Radbourne,
John Ward, Georgé Wright, Arthur Ir-
win, Bernard Gllligan, Joe Start, Jack
Farrel, Charley Sweeney, Jim O'Rouke
and others, captured the Natlonal
League pennant.

TO review these days of infancy and

ot greatness, as well,as the fine players
and contests since, Is the object of this
serles of storles. Colorful characters,
queer plays, great examples of playing
&kill crowd the writer's memory. Some.
perhaps, he has forgotten. At any rate
it is his purpose to attempt a history of
haseball in Providence.

Professional baseball has.been played
in Rhode Island mgge than half a cen-
tury. There were any nines in this
city and the State, scme of them of
more than local fame. previous to the
orgapization of the Professional League
of BAseball Clubs in 1871. This was the
first organization, however, to put the
game on an organized basis, and its
formation stimulated ‘the ~ so-called
semi-pro game here. It was not long
after the Professional League gained a
foothold that Providence men took up
the game: and laild & foundation that
has endured to this day.

In- the late '60s baseball began to at-
tract attentlon andg, by 1870, nad pro-
gressed so .far as to remove the game
from the generation of “barntick” ana
“one old cat”™ to the ‘regulation gamec
of nine men on & side, with some
semblance_of ‘playing rules. The boys
of thoBe days had llttle, money to

Qpend for balls, ‘bats or other parapher-
nalia of the game, and many contests

played on the Dexter Training Ground,
were played with a ball of carefully
treasured wrapping ' string, salvaged
from the grocers’ and marketmen's
bundles. “Lastlic” bands, carefully
drawn from sister‘s discarded garters,
gave the necessary bounce.

The bat was more often than not a
30ft pine stick, or perhaps, when for-
tune was kind, a willow affair, whittled
to near the wanted shape and size.
One.bat and one ball was all the
average nlne possessed, and they varlea
greatly in size and shape from those
owned by other teams. These tools of
the master workmen of those days fre-
quently changed hands, ktats being the
usual stake played for, the winning

nine taking the bat. Sometimes the
winning nine went home without a bat
at all, depénding on how closely the
cherished pleces of timber were guard-
ed. Such things as gloves, masks, shin
pads and body protectors were un-
known then, and, Indeed, he would
have been a brave man who used any
of the safety appllances now considered
absolutely necessary. Often the ball be-

it, or thought it could. As many
matches broke up in a flight as were
finished peaceably. Many a free fight
was broken up by the sighted ot a
player, or follower, running for Crans-
ton street for dear life with a bat or
two in his hand. All hands jolned In
tie chase, byt generally thé robber got

safely away with the stick.

old,_Hoss™".
4 Rse/bovrine
Jaek\Farrel

Here are some old pictures of the champion Grays of 1885.

Bernard-Gillingn

They are

reproduced here through the courtesy of Providence Lo<ige, B. P.
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came the property of the nine having
the man who could run the fastest, or
who last had it in his possessicn.

There was no ethical aspect to the
Training Ground games. Both teams
were out to win, and to win at any
cost. Everything went, as a rule, ‘and
more often than not, if one team
couldn’'t beat the otner, it could lick

The vislt of the famous Cin®Innarl
Red Stockings to Boston in 1859 served
to stimulate baseball Interest all over
New England, and.nowhere did the
lightning strike harder than in Rhode
Island. Nines, were formed - in nearly
every village and town. Probabiy the
two best taems, durlng this period were
the Providence Junlors and -the Bris-
tels of Bristol.'They were fast aggrega-
tlons as baseball went then, and bat-
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tled through a season or two of rugged
baseball.

To prove that scandals are not the
exclusive ‘property of modern baseball,
an incident concerning these two reams
stands sut prominen: ly In one game
of a scries, large sums were wagered,
the Bristol boys golng to the batilc
ground loaded with money whicii was
freely bet and covered as-fast as shown
The Providence Juniors won the game,
but the captain of the Bristol ieam
neariy lost his life. He plaved wretch-
edly and hi3 slips cost Bristol the
game. He was accused of having sold
the game and was chased by his irate
fellow townsmen on murder bent. He
escaped, but never appecared ln Bristo:
agaln, 530 it is sald.

No attempt at a uniform was made,
except that sometimes the cap:iain of
the nine wore a red cap, with perhaps
a few of the players sporting a we»
belt of gaudy stripes with the name of
the nine stencilled thereon ‘in shoe
blacking of ink. Spiked shoes wcre un-
known and most of the men played
barefooted or in their stocking feet.
The home base was a flat stone and th-
other bases round stones. Emashed,
crooked toes, were as much a baseball
sign asg zig-zag fingers, and there plenty
of both.

1I

The semi-pro baseball season of 18756
at Adelalde Park was.so successful that
Gen, Dennis and his associates placed
a much faster team on the.fleld in 18786,
one that would hold its own with any
independent team in New England and
strong enough to battle teams of the
newly organized National League in ex-
hibition games. In those days the
league teams did not play every day as
now, and’ 1t was easy to get the crack,
Nnines here on the open dates.

At a considerable cost the best play-
ers avallable were signed to Rhode Is-
land contracts. They came from all
points of the compass and made &
formidable combination that was ready
to face any team, big or little, in the
countrys The line-up that took the
field early in May and continued with
bwr: one or two exceptions to Beptem-
ber included Keenan, c.; Critchley, p.;
Tobin, 1b.; Brady, 2b.; Tom Burns, 3b.;
Jerry Turbldy, s. s.; Shanley, 1. f.; Mat
Barry, c. [.. Ed. Hanlon, r. f, and
Thomas, extra man. Barry was the
only local player of the lot. For a
time Fred Cory 2lso acted as extra man
on the team,

The later-famous Ned Hanlon, for
several years manager of the Baltimore
National League champions. started the

a

The Providence :Juniors was one of
the first teams in Rhode Island to make
any pretense . ft*regular 'organization,
uniformed and playing the game ac-
cording 1o code and with games sched-
uled ahead. The'nine flourished in the
early '70'8, playing most. of its home
games on the Training Grbund, going
abroad nccastonally as-far as Fall River,
New Bedford and Taunton. For the
times, the nine was a good one and
played fine baseball. Only nine play-
ers made up the club asg no such thing
as shifting pitchers or other players
was known. This was a product of Iater
generations. -The Dexters was another
team of prominence at that time.

5-Closely Rfellowingr~the- ~-Providence

Junliors came the Atlantlcs of Cranaz-
ton.,, aud the two hines engaged In
more than one rattling game. These
teams reached their greatést helght in
1874, the interest shown in the games
causing several Providence men to or-
ganize in the early spring of 1875 to
bulld a baseball park and put the game
on a strictly commercial basis. The or-
ganization was headed by the late Gen.
Charles R. Dennis, who acted.as man-
eging director, and the team placed in
the fleld was known as the Rhode Is-
lands, being a direct offshoot of the
Providence Juniors,

season in the outfield, but when Tom
Burns, later third baseman of the old
Chicago champions under Capt. Anson,
had trouble with the management and
was sent on his way, Hanlon played
third base, So far as Is known Hanlon
is the only survivor of the team., Man-
ager ~Arnold played a few games in
right fleld, Tosy

To glve the 1876 seassn a rousing
start, an exhibition game was arranged
between the Bostons and New Haven

The f€rst enclcsed baseball grounds
in Rhode Island was bullt on Adelalde
avenue, a short distance from Broad
street end, here, for three years, many
of the stars of that time were seen in
action. The Rhode Islands were com-
posed of local players of more thin or-
dinary ability, but toward the .iatter
part of the season a player or two was
imported to strengthen the team. The
first box score as printed in the Provi-
dence Journal in the epring cf 1875
shows the following batting order of
the Rhode [slands: Haley, p.. Barry,
2b.; Holdgate, c. 1.; Carr, 8. s.; I.. Nich-
ols, 1b.; Lyman, 1. f.; McAloon, c.; 1.
Nichols, 3b.,, and Evans, r. f. .

" Later scores have other names, a
player named Flynn playing second
base and later- a second baseman was
obtained from the Profezsi.sial League.
Games were played with -Taunton, New
Bedford, Fall River, Beacons of Bosion
and other teams, .A team of shoemak-
ers from:Grafton, Mass., played a few
games <with "the; Ruode Islands and
generally beat them. Several teams of
the Professlonal.lieague played exhibis
tion ‘games onr tlre new park durlng’ the
seasom,.

of the National League, and to the
surprise of all hands-'the New Haven
team won. The Bostons presented a
battery that was considered one of the
finest In the country in Joseph Bor-
den, pitcher, and Ben McGinley behind
the bat. A, G. Spalding had forsaken
the Boston team to go to the newly
organized Chicago team, “The Giants of
the West,” and *‘Josephus,” as Borden
chose to be called, was signed in his
place.

“Josephus’” belonged in Philadelphia
and had cut a wide swath the previous
year in.semi-pro clrcleq But he didn't
last long with Boston, as the other
teams batted him to a fare-thee-well.
Like Spalding, he used the old square-
hand delivery, consisting of a  free
swing of the arm backwards nearly to
the height*®of the shoulder and - then
forward 'llke the pendulum of a clock,
Jetting the ball go as the arm swung
sllghtly forward of the bpdy.. The.un-
derhand throw was not common then.
No .curves were possible with the old
style delivery. the pitcher depending
on change of pace to fool the batsman.
“Tricky” Nichols, later a member of
the 1878 Providence Grays of the Na-.
tional League, pitched for New Haven.

Critchley was a young gilant, who
possessed a world of speed, and fol-
lowers of the game have claimed he
had as much speed as Walter Johnson
in his best days. He threw an under-
hand bell, and to catch this cannon-
ball dellvery Keenan, a slight young-
ster, held sway behind the bat for al-
most the entire season, Thomas going
in occasionally. Both catchers caught
Critchley’s terrific delivery with bave



hands, with no mask, chest protector,
shinpads or glove.

But catching was not the hard task
it 1s today. the catcher not going under
the bat except when a batsman had
two strikes or there wers runners on
the bases. The catcher stood In, the
shadow of the grandstand and took
the ball on the bound when the bases
were free and less than two strikes on
the batter. Once a fan in the grand-
stand called to “Critch” to pltch a
fast one, and he responded by hitting
the backstop, 1356 feet.awsay, without
the ball touching the ground and hold-
Ing its level nearly the whole distance.

Tobin, the first baseman, .was & tall
youngster and played the entire sea-
son without once using a glove. In
fact nobody used a glove in those days.
Brady at second was a big man, also,,
and wore a flowing moustache. Burns
and Hanlon at third looked very much
then as they did when holding berths
In the big league, both wearing mous-
taches, Jerry Turbidy was a little fel-
low, but he could play shortstop and
withal was a comedian. In one game
he played the entire nine irnings with
a battered silk hat on his head.

Shanley came from Brooklyn and was
a fine flelder. Mat Barry was a local
boy and was well-known {n Providence.

I
The sucoess of the 1876 Rhode

Islands was one of the earliest exam-
ples of players capitalizing thelr good
fortune {n the history of baseball,
When time came to talk business for
the 1877 season Manager Arnold and
every man on.the team camé out with
demands that. the local promoters, in

baseball for the sole reason of furnish-
ing Providence with good baseball and
with no idea of profit, could not meet.
Both sldes were obdurate and as a re-
sult Manager Arnoid took his whole
team, with the exception of Matt Barry
to Auburn, N. Y. '

At this time Dickie Pearce, for many
years a player in the National League
and other baseball organizations, and
who was llving near New Bedford, was
out of a job. The year before he had
played shortstop for the St. Louls team,
but didn't care to play again in that
city. Hearlng of the situation here he
came to Providence one day, had an in-
terview with Gen. Dennis and others
of the Rhode Island promoters and was
hired as manager and directed to or-
ganize a team to possibly better the'one
of the preceding year.

Pearce was a flery character and was
‘approaching the age when the game

Thomas was little known. but Tred Cory
was a player of great promise and de-
veloped into one of the best pitchers
in the (ountry during the next two
years, but was forced to qult paseball
becguse of illness when at the height
of his career. "'More about him later.

Semi-professlonal teams were sup-
ported ‘n Taunton, Fall River, New
Bedford and other places and it was
with these tevms  that the Rhode Is-
lands of 1876 played. The players trav-
elled from Providence to the city where
they were playing, In mpving wagons
drawn by a palr of horses and it was
a slow, bone-shaking 1rlde over the
roads of that-day. Salaries were low,
the entire payroll of the Rhode lslands
for & month kelng less than some in-
dividual minor league players get today
for the same perlod.

Getting to Adelalde Park was not
the -easlest job In the world, as the
street car service was limited, but the
park itself was-a gem, so far as the
playing 8eld was concerned. It was
somewhat smaller than the wresent
Kinsley Park, but large enough for home
run drives inside the fence although
with the dead ball in use at that time
circuilt drives were 8 rarity and worth
extended comnment in the papers the
following day.

The seating capacity was small,; the
grandstand holding not more than 300,
with 1200 seats In the bleachers. On
hot days the bleacher crowd always
went to the park early to get a seat
under the great tree that grew up
through the right field bleachers and
spread over a goodly distance. Occa-
slonally a ball was batted into the
tree, to bounce down from iimb to
limb, and fetch up, sometimes, on the
heads of the fans beneath,

That rall was preclous, Only on~
ball was used In a game then and play
was held up until it was returned. it
was the same with foul balls over the
stands; until the ball returned play was
suspended. 'This system had {ts ad-
vantages as well, for the crowd, anxious
to see the game, forced the finder of
the ball 10 return it. Under the pres-
ent system of throwing In a new ball
every time one goes over the fence or
the cover becomes a trifle rough, the
Rhode Island club would have gone
into bankruptcy the first month,

Among the National L.eague teams to
p:,?' the Rhcde Islands at Adelalde
Pafk, then in its first year of existence,
were the Loulsville, Hartford, Chicago
and Boston clubs.

Champion Providence Grays of 1879 — Reclining on the ground from left to right
Bobby Mathews, p,; George Wright, s. s. and manager; Jack Farrell, 2b. Standing,
left to right are Emil Gross, c.; Tom York, 1. f.; Jim O’Rourke, r. f.; Joe Start,
1b.; John Ward, p.; Mike McGeary, 3b., and Paul Hines, c. f.

was getting ahead of him. He was short
and stout and wore a moustache with
long waxed ends, glving him a some-
what flerce appearance, and tradition

hasg It that he was as flerce &s he looked.
He had to be, as ball playets of a half-
century ago were a different lot from
the present day brand.
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it was a man’s job to gatler a team
at that time that would be better than
the Rhode Islands of the Centennial
year. But although the promoters
would not be held up for tribute by
the Arnold team they were wllling to
go & bit further to gather a new com-
binatlion that would fill the bill. Pearce
set to work and the first man signed
was Fred Cory;, one of the most prom-
{sing young pitchers in the country. He
was a Providence boy and acted as sub-
stitute on the 1876 team. Then a
catcher from the Cincinnat! Reds of
the year before, Plerson by name, was
obtained. He started with the team,
but couldn’t get along with Pearce and
was let go early in the season, Duingan
doing all the catching thereafter.

Little 18 known of Dungan, other
than that as a backstop he filled
the blll. He was a small man and
wore a moustache and goatee. Imagine
a catcher today going behind the plate
without mask, glove, chest protector or
shin pads, with whiskers blowing about
with every fast pitch.

It was at this time that the famous
“One Arm Dalley” came to the front
He was a big man with his left hand
off at the wrist: He wore a chamo's
skin covering for the stump of his left
arm and rubbed the ball agalnst it
when about to dellver fo the batters.
He had a fine assortment of curves
and was a regular ball player. When it
was announced that Dalley had been
signed many fans about town lifted
their brows. It took just one game t»>
convince everybody that Dalley was
all right.

" In his first game at Adelaide Park
he pitched fine ball and in addition
contributed a three-base hit. He
grasped the bat In his right hand
and held the stump of the left arm
against the bat, Later he played a few
games In right fleld and pulled long
flles out of the air as well as a two-
handed man. taking the ball between
his hand and the stump. He was too
valuable a man to remain long with
the Rhode Islands and after a few
weeks left the club to join a blg league
team. HIs departure placed the entire
pitching burden on Fred Cory, who

pitched about all the gadmes for the re-
mainder of the season.

First’ base was the troublesome point
with Manager Pearce and he had sev-
eral men covering the positlon during
the season. Sellman was the first reg-
ular, jolning the team a few weeks
after the start of ithe sewson. Evans,
Cory and others having done temporary
duty there. When the season was at
its helght and the Rhode Islands were
making a fine record, a wild ball hit
Sellman on the nose, breaking it so
that he had to leave the team. A
young player named Firth took ‘his
place.

Second base was in charge of Charley
Sweasey, who played the previous year
with the Cincinnati Red 8Stockings.
Sweasey was credited with belng the
best second baseman outside of the Na-
tional League, He was a fine flelder,
could hit well and knew the game. His
record was so good that he was select-
ed as the regular second baseman for
the Grays of the Natlonal League -the
following year. Pearce played short-
field all the season.

A red-headed youth named Reville
started on third base, but never could
get along with Pearce and after play-
ing for about half the season was taken
out and put In the box office selling
tickets. Later he played a few games
in the outfield. He was replaced on
third base by Xessler, also a fine player,
who later went to the National L.eague.

The outfleld was ‘strong, with Stone
of New Bedford in left; Evans, later
with several Natlonal League teams, in
centre, and a variety In right. Dalley,
Cory, Revellle and Richmond of the
Brown Unlversity team played the po-
sitlon at time.

No definite 'schedule was followed.
Games were arranged a short time be-
fore they were played. The majority of
games were with the Fall River team,
Live Oaks of Lynn, Lowell, Manchester
and Auburn. Several National League
teams were seen at Adelalde Park dur-
ing the seascn. Because of the feeling
between the Rhode Islands of 1876 and
the team of 1877, the flve games playesi
with Auburn, the Rhode 1Islands of

1876, were flercely fought affalrs, with’

great crowds -attending. Rooting for
both teams was violent.

The records show that the two teamg
met five times, with one game a tie,
one won by Auburn and three by the
Rhode Islands. The first meeting was
on Monday, July 23, with more than
4000 attending. The teams battled for
15 innings to a 3-3 tie and as darkness
fell the game was ended. Four days
later the teams met agaln._with 2500
Present, but this time Auburn won by
a score of 2 to O. .
~As a fitting windup of the season a
series of three games with the Auburns
was played in September, the ‘Rhode
Islands winning all. There were hints of
a scandal connected with the series, as
for some unknown reason Critchley
falled to show up and a man named
Rossman pitched for the visitors. There
was much betting and talk.

On the afternoon of 8Sept. 11 the
Rhode Islands won by a score of 2 to O;
the next day the Rhode Islands won by
a score of 7 to 3. The final game of
the series was played Sept. 14 and also
went to the Rhode Islands by a 6 to 2
score.

Of the exhibitlon games played by
the Rhode Islands, two with the old
Athletics of Philadelphia were the out-
standing contests. The Athletics were
in Providence for three days, defeating
the Rhode Islands 2 to 0 June 2 and 3
to 2 two days later. Another game that
was outstanding at the time was that of
May 15 ‘when the Lowell team won a
14-inning battle by a score of 12 to 8,
Cory and Dalley dlviding the pitching
burden.

The Auburn games were the last of
importance played at old Adelaide Park
for the following year found Providence
in the National League with new
grounds on Messer street. Adelalde
Park was located a few hundred feet
from Broad street on Adelaide avenue,
and some of the older fans of the city
will remember the scramble that re-
sulted on every hot day when every-
body wanted to get a seat In the first
base bleachers under the wide-spread-
ing oak tree that grew up almost in the
centre of the bleachers. With many
homes now on the site of the old park
not a vestige rematns, not even the tree.

Champion Providence Grays of 1879: Standing: (Left to Right) — Monte Ward, Tom York, Emil Gross, Joe Start, Player-
Manager George Wright, Jim O’Rourke, Mike McGeary, Paul Hines. Seated in front — Jack Farrell and Bobby Mathews.
(Photo courtesy of the Rhode Island Historical Society)
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Although a matter of but a few
months more than a half century has
elapsed since the movement to place a
National League team in Providence was
launched. nobody seems to remember
the exact facts. - Most of the original
movers in the venture are known, but
80 far a8 {8 known not one of the or-
ganizers {8 now allve. Old-time base-
ball men in Providence recall the cir-
cumstances of locating the Natlonal
League franchise here.

The press of the day made little of
baseball and diligent search in the flles
reveals little of Impoitance bearing. on
the matter. Among the business men
of the city who were responsible for
locating the old Providence Grays here
were Col. Henry B. Winship, Marsh
Meade, Phil Case, Newton Dexter, Hor-
~ace Bloodgood,  J. Lippit Snow, Newton
'Earle, New Allen and Henry T. Root.
There were a few others. but thelr
identity {8 not known. Mr. Root was
the first president of the club.

Hartford was not wanted in the cir-
cuit as it was then a small city and
was felt to he more of a liability to
the National League than an asset. But
the promoters there made good every
obligation and how to get the city
out of the league was a problem. At
the meeting of the League, held late
in 1877 or early in 1878, a vote was
passed that no city of less than 75,000
could hold a franchise in the League.
This eliininated Hartford.

As nearly as can be learned Benja-
min Douglas, Jr.,, son of a wealthy
man in Hartford, with a Iliking for
baseball, came to Providence one day
early in 1878 and celled on the promi-
nent business men interested in the
game. His visit resulted in the men
spoken of above Jjolining in subscrib-
ing the necessary capital to float the
club.

Col. Winship. apparently, was the
prime mover for whatever light the
press of the day throws upon the mat-
ter shines on him. The first,move was
to obfrin a site for the prroposed ball
park and a committee named by him,
now unknown, flnally settled on the
Messer street location, part way be-
tween High, now Westminster street,
and Cranston street, and the lease of
the property was singed Feb. 26, 1878.

The land needed little grading and
about April 1, while this was under-
way a ghng of carpenters started work
on the fence and stands. It was the
intention of the promoters to erect the
best baseball plant in the country, and
this was carried out. Although far
behind many minor league parks of the
present day it was then, a half century
ago, the last word In baseball park
construction. It was 500 feet square,
with a grandstand to seat about 2000
and bleacher capacity of about 4000.
The infleld was as smooth as a bil-

‘Umpire Charles Danlels called

llard table, the base paths being- the
only break In the expanse of green
sward. There was no wide patch of
rolled dirt such as now features all
baseball parks.

In the meantime Manager Douglas
had arrived in Providence and began
getting his team together. He signed
the entire team, with the exception of
Louls T. Brown, who was later obtained
from Boston, but before the season
opened Douglas was released, the cause
being given as ‘Incompetency.” The
real motives of the move are unknown.
Douglas Alllson was the catcher, Fred
Cory and Tricky Nichols, pitchers. Cory
was a Providence product. Tim Mur-
nane was first base and Charles Sweasy,
second base. Haglle was third base and
Carey, shortstop and captain. In the
outfield were Tommy York in left, Paul
Hines In centre and Dick Higham i{n
right. Mr. Root assumed the manage-
ment of the team.

Practice was begun early in April.
Dexter Treining Ground was obtained
by permission of the .city authorities.
Every filne day during the month the
players assembled for practice. There
were no. Southern tralning trips In
those days. .The ‘practice sessions on

‘the Tralning Ground were watched by

large gatherings, according to storles in

the papers, considerable strees being

placed on the fine way Alllson caught
for Cory and Nlichols.

May Day was set for the opening of
the park and the beseball season. The
new park was not completed and the
weather was doubtful, threatening rain.
A gang of men worked until dark April
30 and began agaln almost at daylight.

- The filnal nall was driven and the last
remnant of shavings and dirt was cart-
ed off the park just five minutes before
“Play
ball.”” And it did not railn. 8ix thou-
sand attended, fillilng the park to ca-
pacity.

“The Providence Nine.” as the direc-
tors named the team officially, made a
bit of history on this opening day by
appearing in steel gray uniforms trim-.
med with blue, the first team to break
away from the white uniform. A
the breast of the shirts we:re the letters
in large Old English characters “P. B.
B. C.” 1

Cheer after cheer greeted the teams
as they took the fleld for the game.
Cory and Bond were the pitchers, the
line-ups being: Providence—York, 1. 1.;
Higham, r. {.; Murname, lb.; Hines, ©.
f.; Carey,’'s. 8.; Brown, c.; Hagué 3b.;
Cory, Jr., and Sweasey, 2b. Why Swea-
sey was placed at the "tall-end of the
batting order hag always been a mys-
tery. Boston—Wright, 8. 8.; Leonard, 1.
{.; O'Rourke, c. f.; Manning, r. f.; Sut-
ton, 3b.: Burdock, 2b.; Morrlill, 1b.; Sny-
der, c., and Bond, p.

For the first three innings not a hit
was made, but fn the fourth York hit

: :ar ly for the Providence's first base hit

the Natlonal League; Burdock {n
bling Hague's grounder made the
t error at Messer Park.. The only
n of the game was .made In the
seventh inning when Leonard hit safely
and stole second; he raced up to third
as Murname ran out O'Rourke at first
and scored when Manning hit solidly
to right for two bases. Boston won the
game by a score of 1 to 0. making-six
hits off Cory and three errors. The
Grays got but three hits off Bond and
also made three errors.

To play every day was considered im-
possible In those days and it was the

following Saturday before the teams

agaln met, this time In Boston. Provi-
dence won by a score of 8 to 6. Nicholg
pitched for the Grays and Allison was
behind the bat. Higham had a betting
streak, his hitting alone winning for
Providence: he made a single, a double
and a home run, the ball going over
the left fence and on to the rallroad
track for.the first home run in the Na-
tional League that year.

No games were played until Thurs-
day of the following week when Provi-
dence won on the Messer street grounds
by a score of 3 to 2. This game is prob-
#bly more talked about than any- or
the thousands played since {n organized
ball as it was {n this contest that the

l Paul Hines

Member of first Natlonal League club in
Providence .An 1878. He played centre
fleld,- and in the third game of the
season, staged on the old Messer
street grounds, he pulled off a triple
play. The play was a deciding factor
in the victory of the Providence team,
3 to 2. and there was controversy
over the feat for years.
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miuch-discussed triple play by Paul
Hines was made, the first in the history
of baseball. The circumstances of this
play have afforded more argufnents than
any os*her known play.,

That the play was made 18 not dis-
puted, but whether Hines made the
play unassisted or whether 8Sweasey
completed it by retiring the third man
has been a subject for argument for
more than 50 years. Here is what hap-
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pened: O'Rourke drew a base on balls
and scored when Sweasey threw Man-
ning’s drive over Murnane's head, Man-
ning going to third on the error. Mur-
nane muffed Sutton's fly, Manning
holding third. Burdock was next up and
dropped fhe ball just over Carey’'s head
for what looked llke a safe hit.

The story in the Providence Journal
of the next day thus describes the play:
“Manning and Sutton proceeded to the
home plate,”” meaning that both
rounded third. “Hines ran in and
caught the ball, and kept going to tag
third.” The rule then as now requires
that when a base runner i8 forced to
retrace his steps he must retouch the
bases passed in’reverse order. As Hines
touched third . with the ball in his
hand, after making the catch, before
either Manning or Sutton oould get
back, both were out automatically. It
{s true that Hines then on a signal
from Sweasey threw the ball to second,
but this was unnecessary as both run-
ners were out at third.

This description in the Providence
Journal should settle the matter for
all time, as it is evident that Hines
made the triple play unassisted. The
second largest crowd of the season saw
the game, more than 5000 attending.

It was a welrd schedule the Grays
and Boston played in this eight-game
series of 50 years ago, as the elght
games were played over a period of 25
days, whereas today the teams would

play three times that number of games

in the same time. The fourth game was -
played at Boston May 11 and was won
by Boston by a score of 11 to 5. The box
soore of the game gives Providence 16
errors and Boston eight.

The fifth game, played at Messer
Park, was another game that made his-
tory as the Grays defeated Boston 24 to
5, making 12 runs in the elghth In-
ning and following this with seven in
the ninth? The Grays made 25 hits off
Bond and Manning, Hines getting a
home run, Brown three two-base hits
and.York two triples. The Bostons made
16 errors, every man on the team get-
ting at least one, Manning making four.

Providence won the sixth game 6 to
2, while Boston won the seventh 12 to
10 and the elghth 17 to 10, the serles
being split with four games each.

At the end of the first ‘Boston serles
Milwaukee opened a serles at Messer
street, being the first Western team to
come here, and.won the first game.

A few weeks after the opening of the
season of. 1878 Fred Cory was forced
because of illness to stop pitching and
Tricky Nichols’lost his skill entirely,
so the Grays were hard put for pitch-
ers. For some time pitchers camé and
went. Healey of the Atlantics of Crans-
ton pitched a few games, and in one
game Lew Brown went into the box,
following a short stay there of Allison,
both players thus working at both ends
of the battery. But a little later Johnny
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Baseball law in 1879 was far from the
finished code it 18 now and many things
could be .done that a few years later
were prohibited by rules based on ex-
perience. There was no reserve rule a
half century ago and, because of this,
clubg of the National League had no
control of players after the close of the
playing season of each year. Contracts
were  for one year only, and all players
were free agents at the end of each
season.

Because of this the promoters of the
Providence Nine were in a position to
add several players of the highest call-
bre to the roster of the 1879 team, men
who were considered among the first’
flight of stars of baseball. T he success
of the first year in the Natlonal League
spurred the promoters to greater ambi-
tions for the second year and the pen-
nant bee buzzed loudly, in their bon-
nets. Expense was no fdctor and Presi-
dent Root and his assoclates laid their
plans well for a champlon team in
1879.

Great was the sorrow of Boston fans
when it was announced that George
Wright and Jim O'Rourke had signed
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contracts to play with the Providence
Nine of 1879. George Wright was con-
sldered not only as the greatest short-
stop In baseball, but the best player in
the game. Jim O'Rourke stood equally
high as an outflelder and in addition
was a first-class catcher. Having won
the champlonship of 'the Natlonal
League in 1878 with great profit to the
Boston  club owners they asked for
larger salaries in 1879, and having been
refused decided to go where they could
get the money. They were probably the
first holdouts in organized baseball.

Knowing of the situation in Boston
two or three of the Providence pro-
moters went to Boston one day, inter-
viewed Wright and O'Rourke, agreed to
their terms and signed them to Provi-
dence contracts. George Wright was ap-
pointed manager of the team and plans
were lald to strengthen the outfit in
other positions.

First and second basés had been none
too strong in 1878 and it was necessary
to get new players for each bag. “Re-
llable” Joe Start.had made a great rec-

ord with the Chicago team under

“Baby” Anson, and as the Grays' own-

Ward was obtalned from the Cricketa
of Binghamton and became the reg-
ular pitcher for the remainder of the
season and for a few seasons there-
after.

At the end of the 1878 season the
Grays were In third place. with 83
games won and 27 lost. the final stand-
ing of the league being: Boston, 41
won, 19 lost: Cincinnatl, 37 and 23:
Providence. 33 and 27. Chicago. 30 and
30; Indianapolis, 24 and 36, and Mil-
waukee, 15 and 45, the season's sched-
ule calling for but 60 games as com-
pared with 154 played by the major
leagues today.

- Following the league season the
Grays played & number of exhibition
games with teams playing independent
ball and with other leagues, the sea-
son lasting almost to the first of No-
vember that year,

The Grays and Boston played for the
‘“New England champlonship,” with the
Grays represented a8 challenging. Bos-
ton won three stralght, two of the
games being shutouts.

Of the Providence players in this first
game Brown, Cory, Murnane, Sweasey
and Higham are known to be dead:
York and Hines sare still llving, but
nothing 1s knawn of Alllson, Hague or
Carey.

ers learned he was anxious to get away
he was asked to sign a Providence con-
tract and did. For second base Mike
McGeary, a player of great abllity, was
signed, leaving only Hague of the 1878
infleld.

“"Johnny Ward was signed as the first
string pitcher of the Grays, his fine
work in 1878 meaking any other pitcher
unthinkable. Ward had a pecullar de-
livery, and one that is forbldden under
the present code. He turmed his back
on the batter, faced second base and,
turning quickly, cut the ball loose for
the plate. He was a hard man to hit!
Bobby Mathews was also signed as
change ‘pitcher, as the second string
boxman was known at the time. Two
pitchers was considered an extrava-
gance, but most teams carried two.

Lew Brown started "the season as
regular catcher of the Grays, but was a
hard man to control and broke training
a little too often to suit Capt. Wright.
who held his patience until eafly In
August when .he began negotiations
with Emil L. Gross, a young Chicago
catcher who had made a great reputa-
tion on teams In the West and was at
that time playing with the Detrolt nine.
Gross jolned the Grays at Troy, N. Y.
on the afternoon of Aug. 10, just 15
minutes before game time and played
practically every game behind the bat
for the remainder of the season. Gross
was a youngster of 22 years, but was a
glant {n size and a hard-hitting, re-
liable backstop. A young catcher
named Dennis J. Sullivan of Boston was



hired for cases of emergency. Wemmley
caught a few games also.

With his first game Gross won a place
in the hearts of Providence fans and his
fine work behind the bat and hard hit-
ting had a lot to do with the winning
of the champlonship that year. One of
Emil's first stunts was to knock the
ball into the “bull pen” for a home run
and a tremendous drive it was. Messer
Park was 5CO feet square, an enclosure
so large that most ball parks of today
could be set down within its confines
and leave room enough to play ball

Some time after the opening of the
season the directors ylelded to a popu-
Ia* demand for cheaper seats, as the
half-dollar admlssjon fee was large for
the times. To carry out the i{dea a
cection of circus seats was erected in
centre fleld, taking a portion of the
space originally reserved for carriages,
fcr at that time all well regulated ball
parks provided a place for carrlages,

LATE MAYOR DOYLE.

Ardent Supporter of Old Providence
Grays Who Officlated at Celebration
in Honor of Team,

charging an extra fee for the privl-
lege. Admission to this section was but
10 cents after the fourth inning and
many Wwere the fans who took advan-
tage of the bargaln seats,

It was as good as & show to se® the
fush for zhe bull pen seats when the
gates we opened at the end of the
fourth inning. The gods  assembled
Jjust outside the horse gate in the left
rield corner and on days of big games
the ‘fence in that quarter actually
tulged In as the crowd surged against
1. Some days it took a squad of po-
licemen and 10 ticket takers to col-
lect the dimes as the bargain hunters
swelled thgough the gate.

In addition to the dropping of Lew
Brown but one change of any account
was made in the 1879 Grays in theélr
rush for the pennant. Hague started
8t third base and played several weeks

at the hot corner, but was not just
what Manager Wright wanted. He was
released in August and Ward and
Mathews played the bag until the dis-
banding of the Syracuse team near the
end of the season. Syracuse had made
a sorry showing ih the league, but
among the few players who twinkled
was Jack Farrell, second baseman. He
was some second sacker and they have
made few sinCe who were better. Far=
rell jolned the Grays Sept. 12.

Mike McGeary had covered the key-
stone sack up to this time, but pre-
ferred to play third, and when Syra-
cuse Stars, as they were called, had
been blotted out, recommended that
PParrell be obtalned for second base.
Tnis was done and McGeary went to
taird. Hague had made many friends
among the Providence fans and his
going raised the first murmur of dis-
approval, but so strong did the new
combination prove that the traditional
fickleness of basekall fans came to the
surface and° Hague, who remained in
tewn for some time, was lucky to get
a pleasant Jook from his former .ad-
mirers, '

The Grays opened the season at
Cleveland on May 1 and won by a
score of 15 to 8. Carey, shortstop of
the 1878 Grays, played that position
for Cleveland. Providence was the
class of the Natlonal League and be-
fore the season was half over it was
evident that, barring serious acclidents,
the club would win the pennant. But
this serious accident happened, al-
though it did not kill chances for the
fieg. One day a badly twisting ball
hit Joe Start's hand, breaking one of
his fingers and “Old Reliable” was out
of the game several weeks, Mathews
playing first base part of the time,
with Jim O'Rourke taking up the as-
signment in the remalinder of the in-
terval. Start rejoined the Grays July
253.and from that point the outcome
cf the season was hardly in doubt.

For weeks the battle for flrst place
in the league was a bitter one, with
Chicago and Boston fighting the Grays
all the time. The disbanding of Syra-
cuse helped the Grays in another way
than the obtalning of Jack Farrell, as
under the league rule then in effect
when e team disbanded the standing
shhould be revised, all games played by
ihie disbanded team being erased from
the record. As a result the Grays lost
four victorles and two defeats, Bos-
ton lost flve victorles and one defeat
and Chicago lost two victories and one
defeat, glving the Grays one full game
advantage over Boston, but losing about
the same to Chlicago.

Sept. 30 was the date of the final
game of the season, and, although the
result made no difference in the stand-
ing more than 2000 fans saw the Grays
defeat Boston 14 to 3. The Grays won
55 games and lost 23 duringthe sea-
son. The Bostons in second place won

49 and lest 29, thus glving the Grays
the pennant by six games. The Grays
were realy champions, having won a
majority of the games from each club
in the league excepr Buffalo, and this
serles was split with six, victories each.
In 1879 the inter-team series consisted
of but 12 games each instead of the 22
of the present system.

One feature of the flnal game not
down on the program was the con-
fusion of Johnny Ward when Col. Henry
B. Winship, secretary of the club,
marched to the centre of the diamond
and, holding up ths game, presented
Johnny a floral bail, tled with white
ribbon, with the announcement, heard
all over the park, that the plece came
from “Ward's lady frlends.” Years af-
terwards Johnny told the writer that
he never was more tongue-tied In his
life than on this occasion and that ha
kept the faded flowers and rihbon, yel-
lowed with age, as a wamning that
“Pride goeth before a fall.”

Interest was at a fever heat in Rhode
Island all summer. Immense crowcs
gathered every afternoon In the neigh-
borhood of the Providence Journal of-
fice, then at Turks Head, to watch the
progress of the out-of-town games as
the result of each inning was posted {n
the front window. On a few occasions
it was almost impossible for the street
cars or vehicles of any kind to get
through. Business men left thelir stores,
lawyers ran out of court and doctors
neglected theilr patlents to stand on
the hot pavements to sece ‘“‘how the
Grays are coming out.”

On the night following the flnal
game, many of these 33rd degree fans
and hundreds of others went to the
old Park Gardens on Broad street to
take part in a reception to the Grays.
The players were taken from the park
in moving wagons and were tendered a
banquet in the pavilion, especially fit-
ted and decorated for the occasion. The
Pawtucket Cornet Band furnished the
muslic. The Providence Journal of the
next day referred to the rivers of cham-
pagne that flowed as a fountain all
night. The Boston team was Invited,
but Harry Wright, manager of the
team, refused the invitation and re-
turned to Boston with all his players
except Snyder, who remained for the
ceremonles,

Manager George Wright was given a
fioral bat and ball and each player re-
celved a gold medal,-Mayor Doyle do-
ing the honors and complimenting each
player ‘a3 he pinned the medal on his
coat. The thing was done right in all
respects, one feature being that as the
Mayor called each player before him
the athlete’s name blazed out in col-
ored flre from a frame near-by. Fol-
lowing the close of the championship
season the Grays held together and
played a number of exhibition games
about the country. *
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The coup whereby the Providence
Grays cbtalned George Wright and Jim
O'Rourke from the Boston club, started
ecmething nobody foresaw; dt get the
magnates to thinking. The possibility
of every team belng dlsrupted at the
end of every championship season Ly
several teams bidding for one »>layer
stared the promoters in the face. Jt
meant more than thlg, for naturally
the price demanded by such players
rose wwith each bid, and {t became plain
that if continued salartes would mount
to heights hitherto unknown and far
above what the clubs could pay.

What it meant to the Providence
club may be seen when It {5 stated
that the profits of the Providence club
fcr 1879, altliough producing a chem-
plonship team, were but 82000, and a
major portion of this was needed to
ifmprove the ball park and make neces-
cary changes. Af a mceting of the Na-
tional Lecague in October, 1879, held at
Buffalo, a “gentlemen’s.agreement’ was
entered into whereby each club ~ould
rescrve flve playe-s for the succteding
geasonl. "This was the first rule adooted
permitting the reservation of players,
the rule that now means the salvation
of baseball.

George \Wright was one of the first
reserved by the Providence club, -md
this act was much more far reaching
than the promoters had any idea. It
rezulted in the retirement of Wright
from baseball, although he played a
few games with the Grays a season or
two later. JIm O’Rourke was not onc of
the five reserved and he tcok advantace
of the situation to return to the 13os-
tosy club, playing right fleld and change
catcher.

The sporting goods " business had
hegun to be a factor in 1879 and Geor:y2
Wright assoclated himself with ecme
Boston business men and established
a house that is still In existence. He
woanted to plav in Boston becaus: of
this business. but the Providcnce vlnb
refused to rclease him. This so-called
sentlemen's egreément entered into at
Buffalo was supposed to have been Kept
secret. but scme newspapcr found cut
what was going on and the whole thing
socn became public. But for the adno-
tion of this rule, subsequently bein;r ex~
tended to include every plavef under
contract, it Is doubtful if basebail =s
now carried on would have survived
more than a few years.

Many were the communications he-
twcen Wright and the Provicdence club,
but in each case Wright refuscd to re-
consider his determination to revire
from the game. To guard against xhe
event that George Wright would not
Teturn Robert Morrow, one of the own-
ers of the Theatre Comlieque and leter
manager of the Providence Opera House,
was clected manager. To fill the 2ap 1t
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short fleld Peters, who played with the
Chicago team in 1879, was signsd as
shortstop. Mike McGearvy was appotnterl,
captain of the team. The matter was_
deflnitely settled Apri]l 14, when Mr.
Wright notified Manager Morrow thut
his decislon was filnal and that he
would not play with Providence In 1830.
. He announced that he had completed
arrangemcents with a cricket club to
play and coach the eleven, which woulil
give him the opportunity to oversee
his sperting goods business, which, as
the Providence Journal of the tay
stated, “The sporting geods bu3iness
has &ssumed a flourlshing condition,
neceseitating the engagement of sev-

‘eral clerks and the occupancy of larper

quarters. He retires from the arena
leaving behind a record that has naer
been surpassed in the history of the
game and which his successor will try
and emulate. As a fielder he was fear-
less, active and clear-headed. as a bats-
man, ‘he proved efficient and reliable
in critical situations: as a captain, hc
was watchful, dignified and intelligzent,
and his genial and dignified deportment
off the fileld won him many fiim
friends in this city and abroad.”

The Worcester club was admitted 1o
the Mational League at the fall' mentine
and made an edort to get Wright (o
manage and piay shortstdb., but the
Providence club refusecc to release .
Efforts were made' by the Provicenco
club to get Jim_ White to slgn with
the Grays, but he refused, preféffine to
remain on his farm not far frcm New
York clty.

Much trouble was experienced in get-
ting Peters to report after he had
slgned his contract and only on thieats.
of expulsion from the National League

was he fnduced to report. To fill
O'Rourke’s place {n right fleld and
“change catcher.” Mike Dorgan was

signed and reported when ordered. Pet-
ers reported April 19 and the team was
complete. being classed as the stroegest
team ever assembled.

Just before the opening of the una-
scn two professional men of Providence
made a. pool of 82000 to wages on the
Grays. Of this 8500 was to be wagererl
even that Providence would prove su-
perior to Cincinnatl; 8500 even that the
Grays would lead Boston in- the cham-
picnship race, and 81000 against $1000
that Providence would win the pen-
nant. How much of this money wa3s
nlaced {s unknown.

On the afternoon of April 2 Ward,
Gress. Farrell, McGeary, York, Dorgan
and Bredley, signed as ‘‘change pitch-
er” and emergency player, started prac-
tlce at Messer Park. The Grays of
180 was the first team to take a South-
ern trip in the spring, a move con-
sidered absolutely necessary now. The
team went to Washingten to play a
serles of three sames with the old Na-

tionals. The first game resulted in a
tle score. the game being called at the
end of the ninth Inning with the score
standing 4-4. This game was played
April 9, and on the 11th the teams en-
geged In a game, going 13 inningg
which was won by the Natlonals, 3 to
2. No record can be found of the third
game, If Inceed it was played. !

The Grays fielded the following team:
Dorgan, r. f.. Start, 1b.: Hines, ¢. 1.
Gross, c.: Farrell, 2b.. York, 1. f., Ward,
p.. McGeary. 3b.; Bradlev, 8. 5. Com-
ing back to Providence the Grays played
the Brown Unlversity team April 19
and won, 13 to 3. Two days later the
Grays again defeated Brown., the score
In this game being 10 to 0. Peters
arrived in time to taka part in this
ame and was given a rousing welcome
by the fans. and played a great game,
ILee Richmond was the only Brown man
to get a hit ¢ Ward, '

Meeting the Balt!more team April 28,
the Grays were healen by a score of §
to 1, this being the first defeat of the
year at Messer Park. In this game
"One-Arm' Dalley pitchecd for Baltimore
and held the Grays to scven hlts. He
was & member of the Rhede Islands -of
1877, it will be remembered. Bradley
anct Dorgan formed the battery for
Piovidence In this game.

May 1, 1880, was a gala cay wlith
Providence basehall fans, this being the
opening game of the scason. . Boston
was the opposing team and the Grays
won by a score qf 8 to 0. The attend-
ance was glven ocut as 2750, including
400 Boston fans. who took advantage of
a special ticket costing 81 for the rounct
trip. The raising of.ithe 1879 pennant
was the featurc of the afternoon, the
players marching to the flagpole and
raising the flag.

In this game the Grays’ lineup was

Dcraan, r. f; Start, 1b.: Hines, c f,;
Gress. c.; Farrell, 2b.; Ward, p.; York,
1 f; Pecters. s, s McGeary, 3h. The
Besten  lineup was Jomnes, 1. f; Jim
O'Rourke, c.; John O'Rourke, c. f;
Foley, 1h; Morrill, 3b.; Houck, r. f.;

Burdock, 2b.; Bond, p.. Sutton, 3b. The
Grays made 10 hits and five errors and
the Bostons made seven hits and nine
errors. Bcston won the second game
at Boston, 4 to 3, but the Grays took
the rubber game at Messer Park by a
score of 1 to 0. The run was made In
the "lucky seventh,” Farrell leading off
with a single. He was nipped. however,
trying to. steal. “O'Rourke making a
perfect throw to Burdock,” the Provi-
dence Journal's story the nexf day, de-
claring the decision a qucstionable one
by the umplire,

Wwars_filed to Sutton. but York con-
trlbut{x\g single to right. Here came
in a comedy play that gave Providence
the run., Peters hit In front of the
plate and Bond’rushed in and grabbecl
the ball and threw with great swiftness
to TFoley. Peters was alreatly on the
bag and the ball hit him on the right
ear and bounded to the outfleld. York
scoring before it was recovered. ‘‘cross-
ing the plate amid tremendous enthusi-
asm."”

In Boston's half of the ninth the
Reds threcatened to score. Sutton
opened the inning by flying to Farrell;
Jones hit safely to right; Jim O'Rourke



popped to Ward. who purposely dropped
the ball and then threw to Farrell to
force Jones. With two out O'Rourke
danced about flrst base walting the op-
portunity to steal second, but Ward
threw the ball to Start, who tagged
O'Rourke off the bag, and the game
ended, :

Worcester came to Messer Park fol-
lowing the Boston serles, and won the
first gafne, 3 to 2 ‘bccause,” as the
Journal story the following day declarcs
“of reckless fielding by one of the
Providence playerz,” presumably Gross,
who is charged with missing several
third strikes and in throwing poorly.
In this game Providence made 10 hifs
off Richmond. while Worfester made
but two off Ward. Worcester made a
trinle v.Ap. . ihis game.

he orcesier llnhe-up was Story. c.
f. Wood. 1. f.. Richmond, p.; Knight.
r. 1., Whitney, 3V.; Sullivan. 1b,, playing
without a glove: Irwin, s. 8.; Bushong.
c.. Créamer, 2b. Worcester won the
entire serles of three games. the second
by a score of 10 to 8 and the third
by a score of 7 to 6. All sorts of things
happened in tife second game, played
at Worcester, 8tart making . three er-

VII

Finishing second in th2z 1880 cam-
raign was a big disappointment to the
.directors of the Providence club. The
Grays of that year failed to fulfill the
+igh expectations of the people and fell
short of the mark .fixed by a consider-
‘able margin., Starting out in the cam-
paign heralded as the strongest baseball
team ever assembled up to that time
it proved a mucH less formidable com-
bination and, judging by results, was
considerably behind the Chicago team
that won the pennant.

The directors of the club decided to
,make Tradical changes in the makeup
.of the team for 1881 and to get.a com-
:¥::nation that would be not . only
stronger than the disappointing one of
previous year, but strong enough to de-
,feat Chicago In the race for the pen-
nant. President Root again took on
himself the leadership of the team and
determined to add some young blood to
the roster, the Providence club prac-
tically blazing the way in the employ-
ing of youngsters for a major league
team. Heretofore it had been almost
an unwritten rule that onl{) veteran
gla.)ers could be used In the big show.

ames L. Bullock was appointed mane
ager.

This new departure had far-reaching
results and brought into the National
League three of the greatest players
who ever wore a uniform. President

Ward two and Mec-
Geary three. Hines also batted out of
turn. and after making a base hit was
declared ‘out therefor,

During this spell of bad work the
baseball writers panned the team and
the spectators acted just as they do
now, jeering the Grays. The team was
badly crippled with tnjuries to players
and lllnes3. One sports writer of the
day sald about Capt McGeary: “He
was suffering with split finger and de-
bilitated constitution.”

On the morning of June 17 the Grays
played the Buffalo team & champion-
thip game at Messer Park In the fore-
noon_ shifting the time from the af-
ternoon becauge of the Hop Bitters re-
gatta on the Seekonk river in the af-
ternoon. This game was a classic and
put Johrny Ward into the kaseball Hall
of Fame, as he held the Bisons to no-
hit, no-reach-firrt-base for the entire
nine {nnings. Just 27 Buffalo -players
were at bat and every man died be-

fore reaching first base.

rors, Gress four,

Capt. McGeary's illness reached such
a stage that on June 1 he was given a
30 days leave of absence and he went

Root had been tipped off to the fine
work done by a young pitcher in the
West by the name of Radbourne.' This
colt had made a name for himself in
the so-called semi-professional llne and
several friends of President Root who

d seen the boy pltch recommended
h m so highly that he was signed, the
Providence club grabbing him off from
tinder the noses of Anson and the
other baseball magnates of the West.

_ Denny Signed

Out In California, a young glant
krown as Jerry Denny had attracted
attention by his brilllant work on third
base and, through friends that
Btate, Jerry wasg signed to a Provldence
cantract. - Barney Gillligan in 1880
caught for a semi-pro team in the vi-
cinity of Boston and in much the same
way that Radbourne and D&nny rwere
cbtained this young stat was signed to
a Providence contract with the Boston
magnates knowing nothing about the
brightest catching prospect then at
Liberty.

These three players d_evelopeci into
stars of the first magnitude, Radbourne
becoming the most famous pitcher of
his day and generation and, today, with
nearly a half century passed in the
parade of the years, his name still is
held high in the baseball hall.-of farne,
Denny was scarcely behind Radbourne,
and to Barney Gilligan 1s due a lot of
the credit of making one of the great-

to his home. ncver again to wear a
Providence untform. Muanager Moirow
appointed Ward captain of the team.
but he resigned June 25 and “Muke”
Dorgan’ was made captain. Bradley
wa3 sent to third base, playing the
bag permanently with the exception
now and then of going into the pltch-
er's box to“relieve Ward. who covered
third base in these games.

Some time after the leave of absence
given McGeary the club obtained “Sai-
die” Houck, known as the 8600 prize
package, the term being used as Bos-
ton signed him, w fine player. for the
fum of $600 a ycar. le played a num-
ber of games in the outfield.

The Grays recovercd from their
slump and from June 1| to the finish
playcd good ball, although finishing
«econd to XChlcago. winning 52 games
and losing;32, Chicago winning 67 and
losing but 17. The new champions
consisted ¢t Dalrymple, L. f; Gore. c.
f.. Willlanjson, 3b.; Anson. 1b: Kelley,
r. f.. Corcpran or Goldsmith, p.; Flint,
c.; Burns,’s. s.;: Quest, 2h.

est_plichers of all time out of Charley
Radbourne. No greater trio of future
stars ever broke into baseball at the
same time and on the same club. °

This was not the limit, however, of
the plans of the Providence dlrectom,
as they were out to strengthen every
position on the team if possible. Peters
‘had not suited the directors'any too
well and it wag determined to get an-
other man -for shortfield. The player
selected was McClellan, who, like Rad»
bourne, Denny. and Gilligan, was igh«
ly recommended. He played good base-
ball, but. was not of the calibré of the
three stars, and waa little better, if
any, than Peters.

Dorgan was another player of the
1880 team to get the gate, and his de-
parture left right field open; York in
left was none.too strong, {he directors
thought, and lines were put out for an
outflelder to fill elther right or left
field as circumstances . shaped them-
selves, A young player by the name of
Baker who had flashed across the
horizon in the Nationals of Washington
was signed as an outflelder and his
name wa3 mentioned as the possible
captain &¢ the nine. He was also &
catcher of considerable ability.

But Baker elther repented after sign-
ing the Providence contract, or listened
to some bad advice, or the Nationals
doubled up on his salary, or something
else happened, for, after returning his
signed contract. nothing more was
heard of him and repeated letters and
telegrams met with ho response. Re-
fusing to report, Baker was expelled
from the Natlonal, League, which car-
ried with {t the ban of the National
League on the Nationals as that club
played Baker after-he was expelled
. Troublesome Season

The season of 1881 was more tx;oubie-
some than any.that had gone before.
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The patronage at most of the games
was Bmall, although ‘crowds of. 1500
and 2000 were common when good ‘at-
tractions were on at Messer Park." The
money began to run short early in the

season, although during the spring
entertalnments were held to raise rev-
enue. Therd will be more of this fea-
ture later on in this article. ,

The promoters of 1881 had advanced
ideas of baseball and were generally a
few -steps ahead of the other clubs,
their ideas being no win full force

everywhere. It was thought that the
pitching burden was too much for
Ward to carry alone, and one of the

dh‘ectors at a meeting advocated car-
rying at least three pitchers, declaring
that victorles weuld come oftenest to
the club with the- heaviest artillery.
The idea prevailed and Radbourne and
Mabthews were added to the pitching
corps.

Radbourne .was destilned to become
one of the most famous pitchers of all
time and by all odds the greatcst of
his contemporaries. His work at first
gave little promise of what he was later
to become. A unique statement was
made by one of thé diréctors in regard
to signing Radbourne, declaring that if
Ward pitched every day: opposing-teams
would become conversant with his de-
livery,”

The Clevcland Herald {n Fepruary, in
speaking of Radbourne, sald: “Patrons
of the national pastime in this city will
remember this player (Radbourne). He
was engaged_ for last year's Buffalo ¢lub;
but was so unfortunate at practice as
to injure hls strong right arm, disabling
him for active work that year. He had
the reputation when engaged of.being
as. promising a young player as ary in
the country, and i1t was oilly after the
management of the Buffalo club had
tried every means in {ts power to bring
him around that they reluctantly re-
leased- him.

.. ._ Brilllance Predicted

21t i1s'sald, however, that he has com-
pletely recoVered from the effects of the
acclident ‘and we saw .enough of hlm
while here to warrant -the predlction
that he will, barring accidents, make a
brilllant record with the Providence
Grays.” -

The writer of that story elther spoke
better than he knew. or had a great eye
for’ pitchers. Radbourne made more
than a brilliant record with the Provl-
dence Grays.

A little tempest was ralsed about the
ears of the directors when it was an~
nounced early in February that George
Wright had signed to play with the
Bostons, although he declared he would
play only in the games at' Boston, Provi-
dence and Worcester. Hlis buslness was
growing and he did not care to leave it
for long periods at a time. In the pre-
vious year, the Boston club had asked
FPresident Root for the loan of Wright
for a few games, the Providence club
holding the player through the Buffalo
agreement. Mr. Root consented and
the matter was construed to the effect
that the release was permanent.

In commenting on-* this matter, a
writer in the Providence Journal and
Bulletin wrote: “Wright s just the
man the Providence Grays need, being
an’experlenced, cool-headed leader, and

12

Just what the Grays need to keep them
in line.” But nothing came of the mat-
ter.. Wright began the season with the
Bostons, but hurt his knee In ‘the sec-
ond game and gave way to Ross Barnes.
Later, Wright was releaséd by Boston.'
.. The players reported to Manager Bu]-
lock April 1 and the practice season
began.  The first game was with Brown,
April 14, the Grays winning by a 8core
of 18 to 0. Providence made 11 hits
and Brown 6. But it was in the fleld-
ing department of the game that drew
attention, Brown making no less than 19
errors, of whlch Stuart Greene at sec-
ond base is charged with seven. Bar-
ker made four. The Browns had no
catcher for the day and - Gllligan was
loaned for the game.

Grays. Brown's run was manufactured
from a fumble Zy Farrell, Smitn's ‘hit;
a passed ball and a putout.

A picked nine came down from Bos-
ton one day and was beaten 18 to 1,
Tim Murnane and Jack Manriing play-
ing on the picked team. . The' third
Brown game went to the Grays by a.
score of 13 to 1, Brown agaln reducing
the error column, making but seven
Providence made five. But thie crror
column, ecored according to ideas then
in vogue, was greatly exaggerated, as {n
that far away day in the life of base-
ball any ball that a flelder even
touched was recorded &8 &n error.. By
modern methods of scoring, many of
the 'so-called errors would be charged
as hits.

STARS OF GRAYS OF 1881

Jerry Denny, at the left, and Charley Radbourne, “two ynungstefs"

hought by the Providence Grays of 1881, to holster

up the team.

These plctures are made possible tlirough the courtesy of Providence

Lodge, B. P, O. Elks,

. Marvel of Skill

Not knowlng Gllligan, the spectators
marvelled at the skill of the catcher,
suepiclons'belng rife' that Brown had
put a ringer into the game. The next
day, when it came out, the town was
louad {n praise of Gilligan. He developed
with Radbourne into one of the great-
est catchers - in the national game.

In that game, the Grays’ batting or-
der was as follows: McClellan.  ss.’
Start, 1b.; Hines, cf.; Parrell, 2b.; Rad-
bourne, rf. and p.; Ward, p. and rf.;
Gross, ;. Denny, 3b.; York, If.- .The
Brown lineup was Dilts, s8.; S. Greene.
2b.;: Taylor, 3b.; Smith, rt.; Rose; cf.;
J.: Greene, If,; Barker, 1b,; Graves p
Gmlgan. IC. ¥ .

"1t was almost as bhd'in the second
game. which the Grays -won. 20:to 1%
The Grays made 18 hits offSmith, Mo+
Clellan making a home run-and a two~
basé hit. Radbourne arid Mathews di-
vided * the pitching burden- for Provi-
dence and held Brown to two hits.
S:'owns flelding showed grea{ improve-

ent over the first game, thls time be-
ing content with but 13 slips, Ladd on
third base and Rose In left fleld mak-
ing three each. Gross calight for . Brown
in this game,

and Gllligan® for the:

‘It beats all what wil\ happen some-
times in baseball. Wha? was expected
to be the toughest game of the prag-
tice season turned into a farce, and a
poor farce at that. The ‘Aetna Base-
ball Association of Pawtucket was or-
ganized for the purpose of backing a
baseball team and with the best play-
ers in Pawtucket on the roster and a
fine record behind the, team.. Four of
the Aetnags later played league bal',
Miller and Bassett -becoming big
leaguers. The game attracted a flae
crowd, many coming from Pawtucket
to 'see the discomfiture of the Grays.
But the Grays won hy a score of 34 t9
0! The only words of .pralse in the
Providence :Journal the next morning
was for the- fine playing of Basset,
Maloy and- Graham. The Aetpas put
the following-:team in the fleld: Gra-
ham 1f.: .Driscoll,” ss.; Bassett, c.; Esser,
cf., p.; Marshall, cf,, 2b.; Mlller, p., 1b.;
I\ga!oy,_‘ 1b," 2b.; < Murphy, --30'; Bigbvee,
rf. .

. 41 Hits Re&orded

Providence batted M!ller and Essex
for 28 hits and a total of 41 and made
no errors. The Aetnas made five hite,
one a .double” by Bassett; they also
made 23 errors, Marsaall leading with



8{x. Driscoll’ and Murphy made four
errors each.

Seeking other flelds to cofiquet, the
Grays took a trip to New York to play
the Metrotolitens and, on April 23, lost
their first gdme of the year by a 5 to 4
score. Dorgan of the 1880 Grays and
One Arm Dalley of the 1877 Rhode 1s-
lands formed the battery for the Mets.
The Grays won the second game, 6 to
1, and the third, 2 to 1.

Going over to Princeton, the Gravs
beat the Princeton team, 13 to 3, but

narrowly escaped censure from the Na-
tional League officlals, a3z Princeton had
played the Natlonals v.ith Baker in the
lineup, the latter the expelled player
of the Grays. Trouble . was saved when
it was discovered that President Young

of the National League had not yet

profnulgated Baker's expulsion. On the
way home the Grays stopped over at
New. Haven and were keaten by Yale
by a 9-6 score in a 10-inning game.
Jack Farrell was appointed captaln
and the season opcned May 1 at Messer

‘score of 4 to 2.

a ‘armlngly

‘named Meyers was engaged,

VIII

The great Radbourne pitched his first
game for Providence in the fourth game
at Boston on May 5, winning by a
“Rad"” held the Bos-
tons to 10 hits, three-of them two-
baggers. As Boston had won Lot games
played at Providence and the Grays
had taken the irst two Aat Boston, there
was a lot of Interest im the fifth game,
and, on the morning of the clash, a
Providence Journal writer suggested
that it would be nice for the Grays to
play all.thelr games in Boston, and the
Reds to play all their games in Provi-
dence. But the result of the fifth game
smashed the combination, as with Ma-
thews pitching the Grays lost by a
score of 4 to 1. This gave the rubber
game to Boston.

Following the final Boston game, the
Grays went West, but failed to scare
the Western teams. The first week in
June found the Grays in sixth place,
with nine games won and 11 l~st. But
the honor of being, In sixth place was
shared with Boston, the Reds having
the same record as.the Grays. Chicago
led the league with 13 won and.elght
lost. July 1 the Grays had falléen to
seventh place, with 15 victories and 21
defeats. Boston was last with 15 won
and 23 lost. Up to this point, the Grays
had won but one game In nir., from
Chicago.

In July, the batting order was
changed and Joe Start, one of the
heaviest hitters in the game, was placed
last in the batting order. A lot of
adverse criticism was afloat £.bout town
and attendance at Mésser Park fell oft
But by the first of Au-
gust the team had worked its "7a> up
to fourth place with 31 victories and
32 defeats and the crowds. began to
swear by the team and to predict the
pennant. The team was 9!5 games out
of firat place, still held by Chicago.

New Player Engaged.

About this time, a young shortstop
as Mec-
Clellan was not playing good ball and
in addition had a bruised thumb.

‘counted for the 817,

Gross "had turned his ankle badly in
sliding Into second base and was ap-
parently out of the game- for the re-
malnder of the season. He was a fa-
millar sight at Messer Park for a time,
walking about on crutches. Meycrs was
s false alarm and showed In a few days
that he was an amateur and a poor
amateur-at that. He was finally black-
listed for *“obtaining monesy on false
pretenses.” He had drawn 857 from
the club, of which %17 was an over-
draft. He was absent at the sick bed
of his mother,” so he sald, which ac-
He promised to
make the money good, but jumped the
town and was never heard of a1y more.
So went 857 of the club’s hard- eaxned
money.

‘Bmil Gross was one of the hardest
hitters in the game and was the ter-
ror of inflelders. Bob Ferguson, one
of the outstanding inflelders of his day
and generation, pald a great tribute to
Gross's batting powers one cay, follow-
ing A& game at Messer Park. ‘erguson
came to Providence with the Troy team,
then a member of the National lLeague,
and played third base. The first time
at bat Groas shot a ball at Ferguson
with so much power. ®hind it that it
turned Bob completely around as he
stopped it and nearly knocked him off
his feet.

The second time at bat. Gross drove
the ball at-Ferguson £0 hard that he
didn't have time to move, the ball hit-
ting him on the foot and all but dis-
abling him. The third time up, Gross
whistled the ball past Bob's head at
terrific speed, barely missing him. The
fourth time up in the same game, Gross
smashed: another at Bob that dazed
bim. That night at the Narragansett
Hotel, Ferguson sasked an old-timer:
“Who in blazes is that giant kid you

fellers have catching in this town?”

“Why, that's Emil Gross,” he was

told,

“Well,” -Bob;retéred_ “elther he or_ me
will have to gpt out of the league, as.I

Park, the Bostons winning the firsy
game by a score of 4 to 2. The bat-
ting order was: McClellan, s. s.; Start,

1b.; Hines, c. f.; ‘Farrell, 2b.; Raaq-
bourne, r. £.; Ward, p.: Gross, c.; Denny,
3b.; York, I. f. The Grays won the,

second game at Boston, 7 to 1, Mathews
pitching with Ward in right ﬁeld Bos-
fton came back to Prcvidence for the
,third game and won it, 3 to 0, Mathews
also pitching this game.

will never take another chance on be-
ing klilied.”

But a defeat or two set the tongues
wagging agaln aud things came to such
a pass late in July that the stockholders
began to kick and President Root called
a special meeting for Aug. 1. The
meeting was held in Mr. Root's office
and was a stormy one.

" It ‘was found that 82850 worth of
the stock was represented, or a little
over the one-quarter. needed, which
shows the capital stock of the club to
have been $10,000! Today that amount

.would not buy Babe Ruth’s glove; but
it was consldered suﬂlclent in those

days. .

The - stockholdera present acored the
management to the limit and, .as a re-
sult, !resignations. poured in by the
wholesale. ‘The way the team had been.

the disgruntled stockholders; the man-
agement was sharply criticised. . The
semi-monthly salaries were due and the
cash in the treasury was several hun-
dred dollars shy of the amount needed
that day for salarles.

President Root's financial statement
showed that the gate receipts at Messer
Park to Aug. 1 amounted to $6244.95, a
loss of $780.50 from the same date, the
previous season. Some of the stock-
holders ‘demanded to know why the
salaries of players out of the game be-
cause of illness or injurles was not
taken from their pay. One mentioned
the fact that Hines had been out of
the line-up for several days because of
an injured finger, and declared Hines
owed the club 8100.

Stillman White demurred at this, de-

claring it ridiculous to dock a player

out of the game because of i{llness or
irjury obtained while in the discharge
of his duty. Col. J. Lippitt Snow de-
clared that the maln question was the
lack of interest in the community in
the management. He declared the
players were permitted to get drunk
and that no discipline existed on the
team. He dld not think there was
sufficient confidence In the mahagement
to warrant the stockholders making up
the deficit out of their pockets. “It
was not good policy,” he declared, *“to
overlook the faults of the players hy
treating them gently when gullty of
glaring faults.”

Root Seeks Release

According to President Root it would
take about 81500 to carry the club
2long until Nov. 1, this in addition to
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vue probable gate receipts. In the same
hreath, Mr. Root offered 8100 to the
ciub to be released from his duties as
Fresident, declaring the job was in-
juring his business a lot. Later Mr.
Root. made an offer to subscribe the
42300 needed if he were sustained by
the directors. This he did and the
meeting adjourned for two weeks,

The next day Farrell resigned as cap-
taln and York was appolnted, with
Denny as aaslstant captain, apparently
two captalns belng necessary to keep
the men playing ball,

Light batting seemed the worst fault
of the team and, when in the game
of Aug. 4 but three hlts were made,
the story next meorning in the Provi-
dence Journal says, “Move second base
to centrefield, let the fielders take thelr
position in the far off driveway and
let the opposing pitcher throw from
the present site of second base; the
team might get a few hits”

Perhaps thke roast had some effect,
as the next &ay the Grays tore off 13
hits with a total of 18 from the de-
livery of Keefe of the Troys. The same
scribe, in winding up his article, hoped
“Umpire Smith will become more
prompt in rendering decisions.”

At this time, the players broke into
print, accusing the management of
belng to blame for the conditions in
the club. '

On Aug.
of the stoekholders was held at Presi-.
dent Root's offlce 'and a thorough-
housecleaning was made. Stock to the
amount of 83700 was represented.
President Root's resignation’ w#s ac-
cepted, but he was immedlately elected
president pro tem. A. Duncan Chapin,
chalrman of the board of directors, and
Director Howard also resigned. James L.
Bullock resigned as secretary and mem-
ber of the board of directors. Mr, Root
also resigned as treasurer. -

Gardner Elected.

Dr. C. T. Gardner was elected Presl!-
dent and Robert Morrow was elected
secretary and treasurer. The following
were elected a board of direcjors: Dr.
Gardner, H. 8. Bloodgood, T. C. Peck-
ham, H. B. Winship and Newton Earl.
A vote of thanks was tendered Mr.
Root.

12 the adjourned meeting

It was announced that $700 would be
needed in two days and that the treas-
ury contalned but $175. In five min-
utes more than 81300 was subscribed,
and it was voted to inform the pub-
Iic that subscriptions from 85 up would
be recelved. So much enthusliasm de-
veloped in a few minutes that the new
board of directors declared that Provi-
dence would continue in the National
League and that the best team possible
would be put in the field the next
season. :

Manager Bullock Yesigned and Robert
Morrow was again elected as manager.
The new manager- at once communi-
cated with George Wright, asking him
to joiln the team for the rest of the
season, but Mr. Wright refi{sed because
of business reasons, but offered his help
in any other way possible, Manager’
Morrow also wired Lew Brown to re-
port to the club, which he did and
played the outfield for the balance of
the: season. The day following his ap-.
Ppointment, Managex Morrow had a_talk.
with the players and - warned them that
he would do everything possible to
maintain discipline and expectéed them
to play ball to the best.of thelr ability.

Tommy York was appointed ceptain,
with positive instructions to report to
the manager all breaches of discipline.

There was a lot of speculation at the
time as to the salaries the players re-
ceived, and this was kept a dark se-
cret, but as the'writer got a peek over
the Treasurer's shouldér one day the
figures ‘'may be quotéd as follows. belng
exactly what each player got for ‘the
entire .season: Ward, 81700; Gross,
#1500; Start, $1600; Farrell, $1400; Mc-

Clellan, $1100; Denny, - 8900; Houck.
$700; Hines, $1400; Gillligan, $8175;
Mathews, $1100; Radbourne, $900. Thus

the total payroll of the Grays for 1881
was 813,175. A Iot of players in the big
leagues today alone get several times
what 1t cost to run the Providence team
in 1881.

Shake-up Eftective

The shake-up must have had its ef-
fect, as the team began to play fine ball
and won game after game. In the game
of -Sept. 3, Radbourne held the Troy
team- to one hit, made by Evans, Ior-
merly of the 1877 Rhode 1slands.

‘llkened to a Xkitten

Through August and September the
Grays kept up the good work until they
landed in second: place. It came down
to the final games of the season as“to
whether the Buffalo team or the Grays
would hold second place'at the finlsh.

Buffalo came to Messer .Park a
game and & half back-of the Grays. The
Blsons won the game of Sept. 29 by a
score of 9 to 3, galning a half-game
over the Grays, with one game remain-
ing. In this 9-3 game, the Grays made
nine errors, Ward contributing four at
shortstop. .In the Proyidence Journal
story the next day, Wafd’'s playlng was
playing with
Grandma’s ball of yarn,

“There's plenty of alr at Mesrer Park
and plenty of room outside the dia-
mond, and the Grays should seek to
pound the air less and drop the ball
more outside the diamond,” wrote the
Journal .scribe. But where he got his
1nsp(ratlon is unknown, as not a Provl-
dence player struck out in that Buf-
falo defeat.

But everything turned out all right,

as sure enough the next day the Gravs
clinched second place By defeating Buf-
falo, 10 t6 1, ‘900 spectators seeing the
game handsomely won by hard batting
and the. error. making propensities of
Buffalo and the inabllity of the visitors
to bat Ward.”

In these days, it is about the only
way to win a game—the way the Grays
won that final game with Buffalo, at
least that's the only way known to
sclence, )

Hines -drove the ball over the left
fence for a home run “a terrific drive.”
The previous day he had halted a news-
paper man and, after telllng him a yarn
about dreaming he made a home run
in the final game, marked the home
run on the gcore book just where it act-.
ually occurred. The Grays made 10 hits
with a total of 17, in addition to
Hines's home run. Farrell made a two-
base hlit; Denny a two-base hit and
Ward. a three-bagger, Radbourne played
shortstop and made three ‘errors, the
only slips of the game by the Grays.

The' final standing "of..the league
showed Chicago agaln winning the pen-
nant with 56 victories and 28 defeats;
Providence was second With 47 games
won and 37 lost, with BufTalo third with
45 games won and 38 lost.

widence Grays of 1882: Front row (left to right) —
arlie Reilly, Sandy Nava, Barney Gilligan; middle row
Tom York, Joe Start, Harry Wright, George Wright,
nte Ward; back row — Paul Hines, Jerry Denny, Hoss

{bourn, Jack Farrell.
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Two Innovations, one humorous and

long since forgotten, the other the be-
ginning of a regular custom, wmarked
the . next National League c-ampaign.
These. were, respectively, the introduc-
tlon: of brightly-colored uniforms
known a&s monkey coats, and the in-
troduction of Cuban baseball players.
The monkey coats are gone irom our
midst, but Cuba is still sending good
men to the major and minor ‘tagues..
- Btarting the season of 1882, the fifth
year in the Natlonal League, with the
Arst professional manager since George
wright had pilloted the Grays in 1879,
the club made the year a sharp con-
trast to the previous season. This 1882
campaign was waged with wvigor and
the Grays held second place during the
greater part of the schedule, with the
Chicago champions never more than a
lap ahead. The Providence njne was
always dangerous and everything- pos-
sible was done to produce a pennant-
winning team.

Recognizing the necessity of having a
manager at the head of affairs who
knew the game and who would glve
his entire time to developing the team
and leading it over the rough places
that #11 basebal] teams encounfer oc-
casionally the directors cast about for
& man to fill the place. The experi-
ment of placing one of the stockhold-
ers in charge of the team, in all cases
proving unsatisfactory and a failure as
the seasons of 1878, 1880 and 1831 had
demonstrated, it was resolved that the
affairs of the team should be placed in
the hands of a man versed in handling
men who, at that time, needed 1ar more
directing and ordering than could be
glven by a man, successful enough in
business but innocent of basebail.

The Providence Nine had received a
‘great jolt at the annual meeting of
the Natlonal. League held on the last
day {in September, 1881, the date evi-
dently being fixed on the final day of
the championship season 80 the ac-
tions of the magnates could have no
11 effects on the race, At this meet-
ing three of the Grays were blacklist-
ed, the trio Including Emil Gross, 8adle
Houck and Lew Brown, the charges be-
ing general dissipation and insubor-
dination.

At the same&_ meeting a vote was
passed permlttlng club officials to ne-
gotiate with'players at once. The next
day Manager Morrow approached seven
players of the nlne and obtalned their
promise to..play “with Providence the
following season under salaries agreed
upon at that ‘tlme. Ward, Gilligan,
Farrell, Denny ‘*Radbourne and Hines
gave thelr promise, but York, while
not declining, refused to give his an-
swer then, Quick actlon was neceéssary
as the -American Assoclation, an out-
law body, had made' overtures to the
players with promises of laregr salarles
than the National League wowuld pay.

The Directors realized that unless a
better state of affalrs existed and a
team put in the fleld of champlonship
callbre the public would not support
the club. The Natlonal League held
a meeting at Chicago, Dec. 7, 1881, at
which the Providence delegates made
the threat that unless the Provi-
dence players on the blacklist
were reinstated the club would with-
draw from the League. ut this
must have been more or less of a bluff,
as no action was taken In the mat-
ter and the threatened resignatioh was
not tendered.

It was at this meeting that the now
famous,.or infamous, rule was adopted
to dress the players in what later were
declared ‘“monkey suits’ ’in some quar-
ters and ‘‘clown suits” in others. Who
perpetrated the joke {8 forever lost to
history, but less than two months of
the season had passed Into the here-
after when the rule was rescinded and
the clubs discarded the ‘‘coats of many
colors” and rveturned to the regular
uniforms.

These ‘“joke"” uniforms made the dia-
mond look something like the present

VINCENT NAVA
One of fhe first Cubans to play big
league ball. He was cigned by the
Provldence Grays in 1882,

day fences with all sorts of advertise-
ments painted in every known color
and some unknown. Here s the way
the Natlonal League dressed its players
at the start of the 1882 season, the col-
ors applylng to the caps, shirts and
belts—Catchers, scarlet; pitchers, light
blue;- first basemen, scarlet .and white
stripes running vertically; second base-
men, orange and. blue stripes; "third
basemen, blue and  white; shortstop,
solld maroon; left fielder, solld white;
centre flelder, red and black; right field-
er. solld gray; substitutes, green and
brown,

The knickerbockers were of white and
very roomy., The stockings were the only
aistinguishing matk whereby one team

could be had from -anbther, the Gtays
being given light blue, Boston red,
Chicago white, probably the origin of
the nickname “White Sox" still held by
the Chicago Amerfcans; ‘Detroit old
gold, Buﬂalo gray, Troy green, which re=
sulted in that team being called “The
Shamrocks; Cleveland navy blue, Wor-
cester brown. It was also ordered that
each player wear a tle of the color. of
the stockings, and Ieather shoes,

When it came to ordering the mate-
rial, however, considerable difficulty
was met, but the only ¢hange made
was to change the third baseman’s col-
ors to gray and white as it was impos-
sible to obtaln the blue and white
striped cloth. The kidding indulged in
by the spectators was bad enough, but
the growling among the players was
worse. When runners were on the bases
it was impossible for the players to tell
which was which, especlally when a
first sacker, for instance, was on first,
or a second baseman on second. The
uniforms were exactly alike. The writer
remembers well an.incident that hap-
pened while the *‘‘monkey sults” were
in vogue. He was sitting with the late
John Dyer, one of the most widely
known newspaper writers of his day,
when the first baseman of the batting
team occupled first base as a runner
and the second baseman of the same
team was om\second. John called the
attention of those about him to the
singular coincidence and remarked that
it might never occur again; it never did,
ag the kaleldoscopic mess was ‘legis-
lated out of existence a few days later.

There was a tragic end to the little
affalr, also, as Radbourne threw to Start
to hold the runner on first and in-
stead of- shooting the ball to Start
“Rad"” saw crooked armd threw the ball
to the visiting first baseman, who
promptly ducked the ball and {t rolled
to the bleachers, the ruhner on second
scoring and -the man on Afirst ‘taking
third, This happened manv times and
was one of the reasons for changing
the rule.

But this {s running out of the base-
line and delaying the game.

Dec. 6, 1881, the Providence baseball
club held one of the most important
meetings of its existence. At this ses-
slon held at President Root's office a
large majority of the 90 atockholders
of the club’ were present.’ It was re-
solved to get a team that would wipe
Chicago from- the face of the earth, if
it took every cent the assoclation could
ralse.

It was hinted, but not disclosed, that
negotiations were pending with a vet-
eran manager and that action might be
expected before the end of the year,
At this' meeting President Winship ex-
pressed his regret that so many, news-
paper - men attended the games on
passes, and suggested that the scribes
be.limited to one from each paper, that
one to be the man reporting the game.
No actlon was taken at this meeting,
but the ‘resolution was adopted at a
subsequent meeting.

Enough ‘“Inside” stuff was permitted
to leak out a few days before Christ-
mas to start something, the *“leak’” evi-
dently dropping through a hole of the
directors’ own punching, being to the
effect that one of the leading managers
of{ the United States had ‘“‘approached”
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the directors, stating he was desirous
of an éngagement. After a few days
of suspense {t was announced that
Harry Wright of the Boston club was
the mard and that he had been en-
gaged. - }

* Wright was given fUll charge of the
team and grounds and was promised
all-authority in everything pertaining
to ‘the niné, no suggestions or advice
from .the board.of directors to be of-
fered. ' Up to this time there had been
a suspicion that the.club stockholders
were secretly negotiating to dispose of
the franchilse to some other city, but
the announcement that Harry Wright
had been hired dispelled the gloom.

. Tommy York was the first player to
be signed .for 1882, and was at once put
fo work obtaining subscriptions to meet
the existing deficiencies. It was an-
nounced that &8ubscriptions however
small would be recelved. York did very
well with the paper and thes proceeds
helped the club over a hartl place.

x.

The first mistake of-the 1882 season
was made when Tim Manning, a-semi-
professional player who had made a
fine record on the sand lots of Chi-
cago, was signed for shortstop. Manning
was not of-National League calibre or
anywhere near it, and it was’ his ‘poor
playing ‘that probably cost: the Grays
the pennant that year, He was respon-
sible for the loss of several games. . .

Early in the year,, the: stockholders
were ‘subjected to a sharp bombard-
ment by papers of other citles of the
circult, which charged that the Provi-
dence club was tampering with players
under contract with other clubs. A Cin-
cinnati{ paper tame out flat-footed and
declared - Manager ‘Harry WAght had
been in Philadelphia on a certain date
trying to induce Snyder,. for severnl
years catcher on the' Boston club, to
sign a Providence contract, - alleging
that Snyder had given -his word he
would play with Cincinnatl that season.

Shortly after the charges were made
(they were proved false, as Harry
Wright was in Providence on the dates
accusing him of tampering with 8ny-
der), the New York Clipper, at that
time the real authority on &ports of
all kinds, came out with an article de-
fending the. Providence directors and
declaring that such a combination as
Ward and Snyder would be impossible,
as Ward worked the batters and Snyder
worked the pitchers. But, whatever
was in the wind, it.blew over, as no
more was heard of the Snyder affalr.

The directors. of ‘the club weére good
showmen and -~ handed out thé good
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-The fifth annual meeting of the club
was-ficld Jan. 29 dnd was a rousing af-
fair.- John D. Thurston was elected
President, Col. Winship was elected sec-
retary and Marsh Meade, treasurer. The
board of directors consistéd of Horace
8. BloodgoQd,' Newton Earle, J. .D.
Thurston, T. C. Peckham and C. Fred
Crawford. Harry Wright was elected
assistant treasurer.

By the treasurer’s report it was found
that the club was 8300 in debt, and
Col. Winship moved that the amount
be raised and the debts pald off. Mr.
Root announced that the club was in
the best condition since its organiza-
tion, as at the end of the ‘first season
the club was 84C00 behind, with the
rubsequen: yea.rs showing deficlencles
of 81500 to $2000. William T. Smith, a
stockholder, guggested that the 8300 be
ralsed by subscriptions and started the
paper with $25. More than hailf the
ehortage waz made up at the meeting,

news in 1nsta11ments', Early in March,

it was announced that' George Wright
had promised to play with the Grays
under certain conditions. The next an-
nouncement was to-the effect - that
Wright. wanted too ‘much mwoney, but
that {f-the public would help the club
with a subscrlption of 'a few hundred
dollars he would be signed. Probably
the “public falled to come across, as
the matter was apparently dropped.

Weather Is ‘Bad.

SOuthern trips were unknown in 1882
and the Grays worked out at Messer
Park -during the greater part of April.
Practice started April 3, but the weath-.
er was 80 bad they had to work in-
doors, a temporary gymnasium -being
set up under the grandstand. Johnny
Ward - had’ passed the winter in Cali-
fornia, &nd the papers of the day gave
a paragraph to the news that Johnny
had rajsed a moustache i the glori-
ous climate of. California.. Ward
brought with him a young outfielder
named Tom Brown, who. was highly
recommended. He played the exhibition
season in right fleld, but was reléased
later as lacking in experlence.

Another colt by the name of Luftf also
was given & trial. but went ¢he same
way as Brown. The fences at Messer
F'ark were far away, and Brown and
Luf falled to make good the prediction
that they would “bust” every fence in
the pArk. When the players assembled
for the first practice, Col. Winship laid
down the law, declaring that Harry
VWwright had full charge of the team
and his word would be final, Tommy
York was appointed captain.

Col. Winship surprised the meeting
by declaring two Cuban players had
been signed for the 1882 team in Vin-
cent Nava and & colt by the name of
De Paugher, young stars who had
played on the coast and were ripe for
the National League. Nava was a
catcher and the other Cuban a pitcher
It was proposed to use this pair as a
pony battery, this being the first ap-
pearance of Cuban players in - the
United States in fast company, but they
were the ploneers of a large contingent
coming here from the island since that
tilme. There was some opposition to
the slgning of the players because of
their nationality, but the idea went
through and the men reported. Nava
made good and was a member of the
team several years, but his running
mate falled to filll the bill and was re-
leased before playing a game.

A serles of exhibition games was ar-
ranged, the Grays beating a picked
tecam from Boston for their first ap-
pearance 9 to 2. April 7, Brown ap-
peared at Messer Park and toek an 11
to 1 defeat. That night the Grays
went to Philadelphia for two games
with the assoclatlon team there, win-
ning the first game 3 to 0 and the sec-
ond 19 to 8. Coming back, the Grays

stopped over at New York and lo3t to

the Metropolitans 8 to 2 and 9 to 2.
Returning, the Grays met a picked

teant from Boston with George Wright

at shortstop and the afterward great

John Clarkson on the. fmound. Provis
dence won 25 to 3,-but that meant
ncthing, as the real ides ,was to show
George Wright as a sort of balt. The
next three games here. were pippins;
the once famous Atlantics of Brook-
lyn falling by scores of 20 to 1, 11 to 0
and again 11.to 0. The fact that two
balls were required jor the firit game
was considered worthy of notice by the
scribes.,- The Grays made 23 runs, in
the first three Innings, rain stopping
the game after the fourth,

1 Cricket Scores.

Then came a series of cricket Bcores,
the Grays whipping Lowell 21 to 1,
Yale 13 to 2, and Brown again, 24 to 1.
The Atlant’lca came back for another
game, -10sing 7 to 0. The exhibition
season closed with a 7 to 1 defeat of
Harvard. It was great for the wind and
legs, this exhibition season. <

The champlonship season .of 1882
opened auspiclously with .a vlctory May
1 over Troy by a score of'9 to 3, wlth
2500 fans at Messer Park. The lineup of
the Grays in this game was: Hines, c..
f.; Farrell, 2b; Start, 1b; Ward, p.;
York, 1. f.: Manning, s, s8.; -Denny, 3b;
Gllligan C., Radbourne, r. f. The Troys
flelded this team: Buck Ewing, .c.; later
one of the greatest catchers’ In the
game; Connors, 3b.; Smith, lb Fergu-
son, 8. 8.; Gllispee, 1. {,; Harbridge (8 (&
Roseman. I Pfen’er, 2b; Tim Keefe.
plitcher,

-
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ultimate success.

Later, nearly every man on the Troy
team became a star of the Natlonal
League.

It is sad to relate what happened in
the second game, with Radbourne. and
Gilligan as the Providence’ bﬁt.tery, but
the Grays won by a score; of 17 to 1. In
this game, Troy made 14 errors. The
Grays swept the series by winning the
third game 3 to 1, Ward pitching to
Gllllgan.

Great gaps existed in the schedule
and a day or two Jater  the Grays
jumped to New York and handed the
Metropolitans a 9 to 0 defeat in an ex-
hibition game. Radbourne and Nava
formed the battery, Rad holding the
Mets to three hits.

For the first league game away from
home, the Grays went to Worceste:
May 5 and bumped the Worcesters 17
to 2, scoring 10 runs in the seventh
inning. This knocked John Clarkson
from the box. Fred Cory fimished the
game and held the Grays safe. Provi-
dence collected 23 hits in this game,

with a total of 27. Worcester tame to
Messer Park the next day and gave the
Grays a hard battle, the final score
being 2 to 0 in favor.of the Grays. -

Sweeney Arrives

"On May 6, a modest appearing young-
ster reported to Manager Wright, com-’
ing from California and bringing with
him a Breat record as a pitcher among
the small fry of that section. But he
was ' a real pitcher, as he.later proved,
!in fact, one of the greatest pitchers who
ever toed the rubber. Many considered
him a better pitcher  than Radbourne.
But he was sensitive and criticism rat-
tled him. His - name was Charley
Sweeney. His record of 18 strikeouts
agalnst the Bostons Jurie 7, 1884 has
never been equalled In the ma]or
leagues, although just’ & month later
One Arm Dalley, énce with the Rhode
Islands. fanned 19 in a Unlon League
game. ! DRV Vo

After whlpplng Boston at Messer Park
in the first game between the teams

by a score of 8 to 4, the.Grays met
thelr first defeat of the season at Bos-
ton May 11, losing by a score of 5 to
1, Radbourne pitching, with Nava be-
hind the bat. The Grays made eight
errors behind Rad. The Grays contin-
ued to play.fine ball and held the lead
in the league until June 28, when they
fell to second place with 22 victorles
and 14 defeats, against Detroit's 23
victories and 13 defeats.

In June, both Gilligan and Nava
were injured 50 badly as to keep them
out of the game, Manning going be-
hind the bat. But he was anything
but a success and, after a few games, a
catcher named Reilley was obtalned
from Cincinnat!i and was a blg im-
provement on Manning. During Tim's
spell behind the bat, a‘young player
named Whitney was hired to cover
shortstop, but, llke the rest, he was in
too fast company and was released as
soon as Nava could work.

Then as now, the poor umpire was
the target for all sorts of darts, and at
the time the Grays were crippled the
arbiter came in for a lot of adverse
criticism. Martin C. Day, writing In
the Journal one day when the Grays
were idle, sald the respite of two days
might be used to advantage by the
umpire and that he might gain some
valuable knowledge of the rules to be
put in practice at the next game.

During the first visit of. the season
of the -Buffalo team, the game was
going on in a light rain that had
soaked the ball so badly ‘it was almost
impossible to.-handle it. Yet the Idea
of putting a new ball into 'the game
never occurred to anybody. The ball
was soft and punky and the Buffalo
manager, with the assistance of Pure
cell, Buffalo left flelder, pulled what
at the. tim® was called "A despicable
and outrageous trick.”

“By some preconcerted arrangement,
Purcell ,went into the Buffalo dressing
room and got O’Rourke's corn knife,
and, watching his oppartunity, took the
wet ball from Dan Brouthers, Buffalo
first baseman, and, as:he walked to his
position in left field, deliberately cut
‘the ball, Jack Farrell saw the act and
called the umpire’s attention to the
matter. Purcell was fined 810 amid
great excitement. The fine was con-
sldered inadequate “for the enormity of

the trick,” and the Providence Journal
writer .the next morning declared it
sufficlent to warrant the blacklisting of
Purcell. At the next meeting of the
National League Purcell was fined 8100
for the act.

The ball was an object of great curi-
osity for several days and attracted
much attention as it lay on exhibition
in the Journal window at Turks Head.

Soon after the game, Rellley was en-
gaged, Whitney released and Manning
sent back to shortfleld,
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When the, Chicago champions &p-
peared at Messer Park for the first time
in 1882, the fact .that Anson wore &
moustache was commented on in the
papers.of the following day, the Provi=
dence Journal saying:,iIt must be ad-
mitted that Anson’'s moustache is ex-
ceedingly becoming and Treally ‘glved
him a distinguished appearance when
posed to gather in a grounder.” .

Things were not golng any too
smoothly - with the Qrays, and it be-

came evident that something must be

done to boister baseball -in Providence.
Then the directors came.to the front
and again announced that negotiations
were going on with George Wright. This
set the populace_ . agog - and, sure
enough, on June 17, Wright appeared
on the field in uhiféorm. At this- time
the Grays topped the league stand-
ing, with 18 victories and 10 defeats,
Detroit belng second,.with two less vics
torles and the same number of defeats.
In the first game Wright resumed his
old place at the head of the batting
order, and in that game failed to make
e hit, had one putout and seven assists
without an error. &

York resigned the captaincy of the
team and George was appointed. The
Grays whipped Chicago {n the first
game, 8 to 1. The Providence Journal
story of the following day sald: “The
veteran George Wright resumed his po-
sition at shorstop and the ease ana
precision with which he covered the
position, although not called on: to
perfcrm any difficult work, served to
inspire additional ambition and confi-
dence among the players, who supple-
mented his eJorts in fine style.”

Made Successful Tour.

The Grays went West that night and
had a hard trip on the road, although
they won eight of the 15 games played.
They took the opener in Detroit June
21, by a score of 12 to 3, but lost the
second, 8 to 6.- The third game was
won by the overwhelming score of 15
to 5. the club making 13 runs in, the
third inning.

Chicago was the next stopping place
and here conditions were reversed, the
Grays falling among thieves, according
to storles that drifted -back to Provi-
dence. They won. the first game, 7 to

2, but dropped the second, 9 to 0, get-.

ting but three hits off Goldsmith, while
Chicago corralled 14, with a total of
20 bases, off Radbourne. The third en-
counter was booted away, the Grays
making nine errors, four charged to
Paul Hines. The score was 8 to 1.

Going over to Buffalo, the opening
game was lost, 8 to 6, but the second
was won, 4 to 3, although the Grays
got but two hits off One-Arm Dalley,
both from the bat of Joe Start. Buf-
felo’s errors gave the Grays the game.
The third game wds lost, 13 to 4. 10
errors featuring the work of the team.
Denny oontributed five boots at thira
base.
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The Grays still held the lead on July
3, the standing being 23 won and 14
lost, but shared the honors with De-
troit, Chicago being third and only one
game behind. July 4 the team played
two games at Cleveland, winning the
morning game 5 to 1, but losing in the
afternoon & to 1. The third game was
also loat by a 2-1 score, a wild throw
by Denny giving the Clevelands both
their runs. On the way home the team
stopped ‘over at Tray to win three
straight, the first by a score of 6-3,
the second 6-4 and the third 5-3. This
made seven striight victories over Troy.
When the team arrived in Providence
it was In second place with 27 victories_
and 17 defeats, one-half game behind
Chicago.

For the next four ‘weeks the.fortunes
of the team varied, but it remalned in
the fight. every day. Nothing unusual
took place until Aug. 17, when one of
the greatest games In the history of
the Providence team was played at
Messer Park. On that day was played
the famous 18-inning game that has
caused almost as much talk as Hines's
triple play. The argument in this case
has been as to who pitched the game.
Because Radbourne. knocked the ball
over the fence for the only run he
is generally credited with having
pitched the game, but this is an error
as Ward was in the box during the en-
tire 18 innings.

Umpire in Error

Ward and Weldman were in great
form that day and inning and inning
was hung up on the score board for an
imposing array of horse collars. By fair
rights the game should have terminat-
ed in the 15th inning, but Umpire
Bradley ruled otherwise—and ' wes
wrong. In this session George Wright
batted the ball through the open horse
gate in left field, .the ball going out-
side the grounds, This should have
entitled Wright to a home run. Wood,
playing left fleld for the Detroits,
dashed after the ball and relayed it
through Tom Foster, second baseman,
who sent it to the plate to Trott, who
nailed Wright on a close play. When
Wright was declared out there was a
young war, but the decision went and
the game proceeded.

Radbourne was the first at bat in the
18th, and, landing on one of Weld-
man’s fast. ones, drove it towards the
barn {n left field. The owner of the
barn was a thrifty party and let seats
on the roof of the building at a quar-
ter a head. The gallery was falrly large
on this day and they dodged as the
ball came sailing in that direction, It
apparently was going over the fence to
the left of the foul post, but a friend-
ly puff of wind blew it the other way
and it cleared the fence a bare foot
fair. But it was enough. The barn ia
still standing on the same site.

. In this game Start had 26 putouts
and one error, Farrell had saix putouts
and nine assists with no errors, while
‘Nava, behind the bat, put out nine,
assisted once and wimade one slip. Curi-
ously enough, Hines, in centre field,
where opportunity is given a fielder to
roam both ways.as well as forward and
back, had but one putout and one as-
sist. For Detroit Powell had 21 put-
outs on first base and one error; Trot,
behind the bat, had 13 putouts, but one
assist and two errors. Whitney, recent-
ly released by Providence, at shortstop,
had one putout, 10 assists and three
errors. But one base on balls was
banded out, this by Ward, while only
six Providence men struck out and but
four of the Detroits fell that way.

As inning after Inning was hung up
on the Providence Journal's window
scoreboard the excitement about the
centre of the city became intense and
when the final result was hung out
hundreds of stald business and profes-
slonal men who completely blocked ‘the
street greeted the announcemsnt “with
thunderous :applause.”

Wright was taken sick shortly before
this game and was out for several days
and was agaln out for several days
toward the latter part of the month,
Ward, Radbourne and Troy playing
shortstop. Aug. 25 the Providence di-
rectors started a stunt that has been

"""" this day in many citlies;
they declnfed the day ‘“children’s day,”
and more than 900 boys and a few girls
kept thé police busy keeping order that
afternoon. . 5
~In the meantime the battle for first
place had been waged with great fury,
with Providence and Chicago In the
midst of the carnage. Detroit had been
shaken off. Great Interest was shown
all over the National League in the race
and several Providence fans' went to
Chicago to be present at the serles
there that was generally conceded as
the final stand of both teams. The
result probably meant the pennant. The
Grays went.into Chicago four games to
the good. One victory in the serles
probably meant the fiag..

Chicago Sweeps Serles

But things didn’'t turn out that way
and Providence was plunged into the
depths of sorrow when the Chicagos
swept the series. The first game was
lost by a agore._of 6 to 4, with 4000
fans sitting in. The second game went
to Chicago, 6 to 4, also drawing 4000.
The third game drew 7500 fans, an
immense crowd for that day and gen-
eration,- The Chicago club took ad-
vantage of the situation and raised the
price of tickets for the game to 82.
All the games were characterized as
spectacular. )

Going over to Detroit on Sept. 17 the
Grays were beaten in the opening game
by a score of 2 to 1, and as Chicago
whipped Worcester on the same day by
a score of 5 to 1, thé Grays fell Into
second placg, the standing then being
Chicago won™47 and lost 28, and Provi-
dence won 47 and lost 30.

Following this series Manager Harry
Wright wrote home a report of the ser-
ies. He admitted that the first game
was lost ‘on its merits, but that the
second game would have been won but



for “bad and Inexcusable base running
by Hines.” Hines had drawn a base on
balls with one out whén Start came to
bat. Right fleld was short and & can-
vas screen was set up on the fehce, &
ball going over the canvas belng good
for two bases,

« Start hit the ball solidly in the di-
rection of the canvas and Hines think-
ing it was golng over, automatically
glving him third, just jogged around
second. But the hall hit the barrler
and bounded back onto the fleld. The
Providence players shouted to Hilnes to
Hurry, but belng almost totally deaf he
didn't hear the .cries and falled to
speed up. 8tart, intent on.making all
possible out of the drive ran at top
speed . and, not seelng Hlnes, overtook
him at third base.  Hines here put on
all speed, but was nalled between third
and home.

Foul Trick Blamed

But according to the letter, what
really lost the game was the .foul work
of Mike Kelly, a player famous for years
‘as the trickiest man in baseball.  In
the elghth {nning Anson was on second
and Kelly on first. Tom Burns ground-
ed to Wright, who stepped o second,
forcing Kelly, and then faced te throw
to Start for the double play when Kelly
ran up and gave Wright a push that
resulted in the peg going wild to Start.
It rolled through a gate and under
the stand, permitting Anson and Bulns
o score. Kelly ran out of the baseline
to get Wright. Umpire Hawes was 8p-
pPealed to, but he declared he was
watching first base and didn’t see the

play.
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There was some delay in the recelipt
¢{ the communic¢ation concerning the
post-season  play-off serfes, which
caused Chicago to consider the event
was off and several exhlbition games
were arranged. President Winship sent
a tardy reply, caused by the fallure of
tke last Chicago communication to
reach him, in which he suggested the
following dateg for the ‘serles: At
Providence: Oct. 10, 11, 12, 13; Philadel-
phiia or New York, Oct. 16 or 17; at
Chlicago, Oct. 18, 19, 20, 21.
accepted this schedule and the serles
tr.at was to prove 8o dlsastrous to Prov-
icence was on.

The Providence and Boston clubs also
arranged a serles of three games for
the champlonship of New England,
whatever that meant. Boston won the
first game In that city Oct. 3 by & score
c! 10 to 6. George Wright decided not

Spalding’

Sept. 25 the Grays played at Worces-
tédr and lost the game 4 to 3. The next
day ‘the Grays beat Worcester 8 to 6,
but on the same day Chlcago defeated
Cleveland 2 to 1, so there was no ad-
vantage there. In this second gme at
Worcester Cliff Carroll jolned the Grays
taking York's place in left field, which
he held until the Providence franchise
was disposed of at the end of the 1885
geason. Chlcago Increased 1ts lead to
two games by defeating Buffalo 8 to
1 on Sept. 37.

The league season drew to a close
with the Chicagos in first place with a
record of 55 games won and 29 lost,
the Grays stopping with 62 won and
31 lost, a difference of 2!, games. But
the methods of the Chicago club had
80 riled all the others that It was a
bitter plll to have the Chicagos win the
ﬁag for the third consecutive time, the
clubs, or most of them, declaring Chl-
cago had stolen the pennant by win-
ning games unlawfully.

This feellng came to a head some
time before the end of the season and
at a league meetlng at Phlladelphia
actlon was taken such as had never
before come up and never has come
up since, At this meeting it was an-
nounced that the Worcester team would
not complete its schedule and would
withdraw from the league, leaving sev-
eral unplayed games. Because of this
it was voted that all the Worcester
games be thrown out and that Chicago
and Providence plays a serlies of nine
games to declide the champlonship.

Soden Reverses Stand
Acting President Soden, one of the
owners of the Boston club, who had
dassumed the dutles of president after

to play any more that year, and Ar-
thur Irwin was obtalned from the Wor-
cester club to play shortstop, Chlcago
consenting to the change. Irwin played
rhortstop for the Grays for the next
three years. CIlff Carroll took York's
place {n left fleld in the serles.

The Grays won the second game 2 to
0, \Ward allowing the Bostons but two
hits, sThe Grays made but three hits
e Whitney, but one was a double by
Carroll and one a triple by Hines. The
third game was played at Messer Park
end was won by Providence, 3 to O.
Radbourme held the Bostons to four
egingles, while the Grays got six singles
off Charley Buffington of Fall River.

Providence In the midst of this found
time to play a benefit game for Ground
Keeper Hunt who was sick and destl-
tute. The QGrays also played a few
games with the Metropolitans at New
York.

the death of Presldent Hurlbut, de-
cided the resolution passed at Philadel-
phia vold as - the Worcester club
changed front ahd declded to play out
the schedule, which was done. There.
were ugly rumors afloat as to what in-
fluence the Chlicago club had on the
Worcester club to cause it to change {ts
attltude. But 1t was never proved that
Chicago had anything to do with the
shift.

A. G. Spalding, President of the Chl-
cago club, wired President Winship of
the Providence tlub that the serles, if
played, must be considered as exhibi-
tlon contests only. Col. Winship wired
back insisting that the Phlladelphla
agreement be carried out, repudiating
the actoin of Mr, Soden. To this Presi-
dent Spalding replied that Chicago was
willing to play the serles, call {t what
the Providence club chose, leaving the
question of the champlonship to be de-
clded by the ledgue.

This President Winship agreed to, but
stated that the games would be con-
sldered as champlonship games for the
flag, subject to decision of the board of

directors of the league. The Chicago
club’.changed tactics and Spalding
wired Col. Winship that he accepted

the Philadelphia agreement, declaring
that the league race had been so close
that many partisans of both clubs
throughout the country did not con-
sider the questlon of superiority set-
tled, and in deference to the wishes of
frlends and supporters of both teams
he had declded to play the series and
submitted the following schedule: At
Chicago, Oct. 5, 6 and 7; at Phliladel-
phia, Oct. 10. at New York, Oct. 11 and
12, and at.Providence, Oct. 14, 15 and
16.

A crowd of 1500 asgsembled at Mes-
ser Park to witness the first game of
the Chicago series. Providence won by
A gcore of 10 to 4, making 12 hits with
a total of 18 bascs off Goldsmith, in-
cluding home run by Hines, a double

Cliff. Carroll

Pilays left fleld for Providence in serles
w1th Boston for champlonshlp of New
#ngland.
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faad 8 triple by York. Chicago made
e:ght with a total of 10 off Radbourne,
Wwith Gillligan catching. A little scan-
gal was attached to this game as An-
son lald off Dalrymple and Quest, play-
ing Corcoran in left and Nicol as sec-
ond base,
Alto Play Cricket

Tho second gafne found the Chi-
ecagoaus all on deck with Dalymple and
Quesy back and Corcoran and Flint
Torming the battery. Ward and Nava
niade the Providence battery and the

Grays wgsin woa by a score of § to 2.

The 12 hits made hy the Grays included
a double by Nava and a triple by Irwin,
Werd allowed six singles. The Grays
mnade 1t three straight by whipping
Chicago in the third game, 4 to 3, Rad-
btourne end Glilligar forming the bat-
tery. Goldsmith and Flint worked for
Chicago. Hines made one dcuble, York
two doubles and Gilligan a triple. A
triple by Anson was the only extra base
drive of the &ve hits credited to Chi-
cago. Despite the raw weather 800 saw
the game,

While all this baseball was going on
the Grays acceptéd a challenge of the
Providence Cricket Club to play a two-
inning match_at the English. game. The
Grays scored 27 runs in the first in-
ninj to 23 fcr the Cricket Club. 'Wright
€1~ Ward bowled for the Grays. Denny
mzze 11 runs before being caught out
by Pomfret, while - Wright, ‘an ald
cricketer, whg' bowled’ on the first over.

- The Grays mads- 61 rins in the sec-
ond ihning as they caught.on to the
proper batting stance, but. darkne
forced the d&alling-of the game wlﬁ
faut seven wickets-down for the Crifket
Club. . The Cricket Club made 29 runs
in the second inning. York made 12
runs, Ward nine and Gilligan 11, It
was sald that the superior ‘‘base” run-
ning of the Grays won as they made
two or three runs on a drive where the
cricketers were satisfled with one.

Going to New Ycrk for the fourth
game the Chicagos swamped the Grays
by an 11 to 1 score, batting Radbourne
for hits bases with a total of 1. Provi-
dence made 10 errcrs, five by Farrell.
About 5000 New Yorkers and & few
Providence men saw tae game, includ-
ing President Winship und ‘“Ned” Allen,
one. of the staunchest promoters of
baseball in Providence at that time and
later, his interest extending to the
.early days'of the old Easf \ League,
now the International. The‘sld Union
station was crowded with fans when
the team left, and-handshakings and
cheers were {n ordcr.

This severe whipping cncountered in
Ncw York set some of the wise birds to
thinking. Things didn't lodk right,
the White Sox won too easily, Then
agaln the peculiar actions of Anson in
the first two games at Messer Park be-
gan to take on a different hue. Whether
or not there was anything in the wind
was never brought But. But at this
distance the facts seem to disclose what
the fans of that far-off date suspected.

Chicago Better Team

That Chicago was a far better team
than the Grays i{s a certainty. It was
a-smarter team, under better discipline,
surer .of itself and most of all led by
a baseba'l gereral than whom no bet-
ter has cver arisen. The Chicago peo-
ple knew that everything favored thelr
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team to win the serles and that, bar-
ring accidents, it shou!d win. Besides
the Grays weas the cleaner team in every
way, never stcoping to the shady ac-
tions and unsportsmanlike tricks that
marked the career of the White Stock-
ings all through the season. With the
last three games scheduled {n Chicago,
or equaIly%os‘tlle ‘territory, the West-
ermers knew just how the series. wonld
come out and everything was planned
with an eye to the gate receipts,

Lax discipline hurt the Providence
nine. The ‘players, or some of them,
were prone to break training occasion-
ally and sometinies oftener than oc-
casionally, Tho error column {n some
of the games showed what was wHht
in this line, but nobody ever did any-
thing about it so far as was ever dls-
closed. Manager Wright knew what
was going on and tried several remedles
to overcome some of.{t. Here is one
little stunt of Harry's that might have
been clever enough, but it didn’'t work.

He had suspected some of the play-
ers were golng out of nights after he
had seen them safely. in bed. One
night in a certain hotel, Harry had a
room assigned to him directly opposite
one in which he had placed two of
the suspected players. Seelng the men
safely in bed and the lights turned
out, he quletly arose, crossed the hall
and ‘tled a string to the doorknob of
the room occupied by the suspects. .

This string he carried under-the hall
rug .and under his door, attaching a
lot of rustling paper to the end of
the strfng on his bed. Then he awalit-
ed the expected exodus of the prospec-
tive victlms.- BPut he walted in vain;
there was no disturbance of the paper
watchdog. Farry turned in as daylight
sifted through his window, satisfled the
players In question would at least be
in condition to play ball that day.

Great wvas his surprise on leaving his
room the next morning to find the hall
end of the string tied to his own door
knob and the opposite room bare of ball
players, with beds undisturbed. Figur-
ing the joke was on him, Harry let the
players get away with {t.

Interest is Hligh

Interest in Chicago was at fever heat
and when the teams took the fleld for
the fifth game, 4000 were sitting in the
stands, a big crowd for those days. Just
to show how easy the Grays were the
White Stockings handed out a 10 to 6
defeat. Again on the {following day
the park was crowded and again the
Chicagoans played with the Grays, win-
ning 7 to 3 In seven innings, darkness
forcing the calling of the game.

- But the tide turned in the night and
the seventh game was won by the
Grays 11 to 4. Providence walloped
Goldsmith's offerings for further or-
ders;, collecting a total of 28 hits, of
which Farrell got six and Start five.
Chicago evened the series the next day
by winning 6 to 4, darkness also end-
ing this game at the end of the sev-
enth {nning. fl

With the serles standing four victor-
ies each, the string was about played
out and the ninth-and deciding game
wa3 played at Fort Wayne, Oct. 24. In
this game the White Stockings cut
loose and slaughtered -the Grays by a
score of 19 to 7. The news was two
days late in reaching Providence, but

‘the interest had died to almost noth-
ing and nobody cared what the verdict

was.. It was an unsavory series all the
way. o S
Strong ° suspicions were 8roused

throughout the country that Chicago
simply played the serles.for the gate
“money ‘involved. -1t was believed that
the White.Stockings did not try to win
the first two games at Messer Park, but
did figure on winning the third game
and were balked by Radbourne’'s fine
pitching. It was hinted in Providence
that some of the players had not signed
the temperance pledge before engaging
in the series. “The Chicago team
proved superior in all departments of
the game except that of being gentle-
men,” was the weight of the Providence
Journal's comment a few days atter the
close of the series.

Baseball interest révived here in:
Providence when on Dec. 6, 1882, the
first and only local meeting of the Na-
tional League was held, the old Hotel
Dorrance being the scene of the gather-
ing. Before the meeting the name of
Col. Winship was prominently men-
tloned for President of the National
League, but when the magnates assem-
bled in solemn conclave in. the Dor-
rance.the Chicago Influence governed
the gathering as it always did, and A.
G. Mills was elected -President.

Chicago Gets Crown

. The champlonship was, of course,
awarded to Chicago, and "there is no
reason to suspect that the best team
was slighted.  The resignation of the
Worcester and Troy clubg was accepted.
It was at this meeting, which has since
been declared the most satisfactory and
successful ever held by -the, Natlonal
League, that the first pald staff of um-
pires was established, wifh their years
salary fixed at 81000 each,

An amendment to the constitution
was adopted reading, “Any player under
contract to a league club, who shall
without permlssion’ of the club agree
to enter the service of another club
after the expiration of such contract
will be liable to expulsion.” This was
the first move of the Natlonal League
to curb contract jumping. but nothing
was sald of what penalty might be
meted out to the club guilty of ap-
proaching the players.

The first move toward the so-called
National Agreement that is mow the
bulwark "of baseball was made at this
meetifg and the first agreemerit was
made with the Northwestern League;
a commlittee of three was appolnted to
meet the representatives of that body
and draft an agreement. The number
of games to be played during the sea-
son between the teams was Increased
from 12 to 14, one game being added
to each series in each city. Some of
the delegates wanted the number of
-inter-club games increased to 16, the
reason advanced for turning down th!s
suggestion being that such a schedule
would leave biit 20 open dates!

As an aftermath of the Purcell in-
cident wherein the cut ball figured it
was voted that a. new ball be fur-
nished as soon As the old one proved
useless without waiting for the comple-
tion of an even inning. The league also
did .away with ‘the legal catching of a
four fly on the first bound, and re-
duced the’ number of called balls to



giveﬂa batsman his base from seven to
six.

Harry Wright, always 8 progressive,
suggested that the pltcher’s box be set
back to 56 feet and to permit the
pitcher to dellver the ball in any man-
ner he saw flt, and to do away with
the high and low ball privilege of the
batsman. But the other magnates were
not ready for so radical a change and
the suggestion was not acted upon.
Hary Wright lived to see all his recom-
mendations carried out.

This year of 1882 was most eventful
for Providence so far as baseball s
concerned. In additlon to all the other
things that happenad the first and only
scandal connected with umpires in the
history of the National League was un-
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Following the somewhat stormy ses-
son of 1882 when clouds and darkness
Lkung over MesserfPark for the greater
part of the season and thé Providence
club faced possible bankruptcy and dis-

ruption and the loss of the franchise,
the season of 1883 opened most aus-
piciously.

Going back to ‘Bept. 30, 1882, when
the first preparations for the 1883 sea-
son were begun, feverish activities of
the National League magnates denoted
that something serlous was threatening.
The American Association was coming
to the front, and the activities or the
go-called outlaw organization in ap-
proaching players was so great that pro-
tective measures were taken. The asso-
clatlon had gone so far as to apportion
the National League players among its
clubs, fixing the salarles to be paid,
which in such instance was much high-
er than the league was paying, and
preparing for an active war,

Because. of this danger the Provi-
dence club began signing the pla-iers
for the next season the day of the
final championship game. Start, Farrell,
Denny, Gilligan and Nava signed con-
tracts at considerably jncreased sala-
ries., As the Worcester club had dis-
banded Arthur Irwin was free and he
also signed a’ Providence contract and
was one of the main stays of the Provi-
dence team until the franchlise was sold
to Boston at the end of the 1885 sea-
son. Irwin was described as-an active.
fearless player, and with his signature
all idea of again signing George Wright
‘was abandoned, it being recognized that
his business interests were too great to
permit him to play baseball,

earthed here, with Dick Higham and
a local business man as the principals
in the mess.

Higham was umpiring in this clty
and while he had been accused of
poor work there was no suspicion that
there was anything wrong. But one
day a mald at the Narragansett Hotel
where Higham was stopping picked up
a note in his room signed *“Dick,” that
was. turned over to the hotel manager
and by him turned over to the base-
ball authorities. The contents of the
note were incriminating to Higham and
the local parties named In the note.

Investigation was made and resulted
In the discovery of a scheme to turn
the results of the games played at Mer-
ser Park, so far as it lax in the power
of the umpire, in the way the bet-

frwin had never been on a first-class
team and it was believed by ManagQr
Wright . that he would develop into a
great player, and in this Harry Wright
was right.
Radbourne Johis Lrovidence.

Ward and Radbourne were non-com-
mittal, but later Ward signed with the
New -York club and Radbourne signed
with  Providence. Both were recognized
as the most valuable general players in
the country. Both had considered fine
offers from the American Assoclation.
Hines also held off, but this caused no
concern as it was practically certain
that he would fall in line all right, and
he did. Stovey and Evans, the latter the
old Rhodé TIsland player, . were also
talked of’ but they were passed up.

Radbourfie sigiied hls contract Oct.
1, this being halled with great satls-
faction by local fans. A few days later
ClIfT Carroll signed and developed into
one of the greatest outfielders {n the
game, although his batting was not_so
heavy. Gross had also promised to sign

Af his disabllities were removed.”. Early

in December Richmond #and Edgar
Smith signed, the latter being engaged
for the Reserves, as the second team
became known., Charley Robinson was
signed shortly afterwards. Smith and
Robinson formed the battery of the
Standards, a fast local amateur team.
Probably the. annual meeting.of the
Providence club held Jan. 12, 1883, was
the livellest and most enthusiastic ever
heid. The treasurer's report for the
1882 season showed total receipts of the
home games were $23377.64, and from
road games $14,720.66. In addition to
the gate money taken on home days
$1903 was received from the sale of sea-
son tickets, 8640 from subscriptions and
$101.80 from the benefit at the skating

ting was going. A simple set of sig-
nals was In vogue whereby the umpire
was to know which team to favor in
that day’s game. The signal was noth-
ing but a broom placed in a window
of the jeweler’s establishment; if the
proom was placed diagonally from the
lower left-hand corner to the opposite
upper right-hand corner, one team was
to get the benefit of the decisions; if
the broom-was canted from the lower
right-hand ccrner” to the upper left
corner the other team was to be fa-
vored.

Higham was expelled from the league
smd never reinstated, dying some years
later,

rink, making a total for the season of
$40,743.10. This sum would not begin
to run the present Providence team of
the Eastern Lcague.

The disbursements for the year in-
cludecd 818,256.90 for players’ salarles
and other expenses, and 8$8621.56 paild
visiting clubs. This left a balance of
84624.96 in the treasury, the first time
in the history of the club that the end
of the season did not find the club in
debt. Much of this fine showing was
the result of the post season serles
with Chicago.

Salary List Increases

As a result of ,the actlvities of the
American Assoclation the salary list
for 1883 was the largest ever made, and
at the time it was sald that the Provi-
dence club was the highest salaried
team In the country. . The Providence
Journal scribe the next day after the
facts were. made known said: ‘“Had the
club looked simply for gate receipts in-
stead of for the pennant, the surplus
of 1882 might have been larger.”

Col. Henry B. Winship was elected
president of the club, and Willlam C.
Chase, secretary, this being the tirst
year the club had a pald secretary.
Marsh Mead was elected treasurer and
Harry 8. Bloodgood, John. T. Thurs-
ton, Newton Earle, C.. Fred Crawford
of Central Falls and Thomas C. Peck-
ram a- board of directors. At this
meeting it was announced. that it
was the bellef of everybody that Rich-
mond would fill Ward's place, and that
Cassidy, signed to take York's place in
the outfleld, was a petter player than
York. But Cassildy was never the fa-
vorite with Provfdence fans that York
was. Later York signed ns manager
of the Cleveland team of the National
League.

Radbourne, Carroll and Start reported
March 1 and Nava and Denny sent
word they would ke on hand about the
middle of the month, and they were
here. At this time the directors were
thrown into a mild panic when they
were notified that Jack Farrell was
dangerously {11 with pneumonia. He

recovered, however, and joined the club
Lefore the training season opened.
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Agreement Lnds “War.,”

March 5 the Nationcl Lesgue held &
meeting in New York to ratify an
agreement entered into with the Amer-
ican Assoclation, and so the threatened
kaseball war was off. This first threat
of a baseball war in the history of the
game was forfeited later with real wars.
At this meeting Herman Doescher, a
fine player and later an umpire in the
old Eastern League, now the Interna-
tional League, was expelled for embe7-
zlement and obtaining money under
false pretenses. He was rcinstated some
years afterwards.

With a fat treasury as agalnst an al-
most empty one the previous year, na
‘strong team plloted by a great man-
ager, and the dylng enthusiasm rekin-
dled, the Grays started their sixth year
in the National League with everything
lovely and the goose hanging high,
Harmony had been restoreq betwcen

LINE DRIVES;

' X1V
Mapn . Wright . started In March,
1883, ¢t ‘comb the lccal sandlots for

playert for the Reserves, and gathered
someapromislng material, some of the
colts ‘afterwards becoming big leaguers
in different teams. Among the young«
sters so corréilled were Charley Robin-
son, a catcher of much promise: Edgar
Smith, a:fine young pitcher; Joe Mul-
vey, pride of the Blue Point district, &
tne inflelder who later made his'mark
in the National League, and Cudworth,
a promising first baseman. Kelly and
Barry, local players of note, were also
picked up. PFrom other regions a pitch-
er named Powell and a catcher named
Fulmer were landed.

All the reserves were signed to regu-
lar contracts, exactly as were the regu-
lars. They were pald for their services
the first of the youngsters to get a
call irom higher up, Manager Simmons
of the Athletica of Philadelphia com-
Ing to Providence one day-and making
an effort_to sign Mulvey. But Joe re-
about what they could earn at their
Tegular employments. Joe Mulvey wes
fused to violate his contract. A first
baseman by Lhe name of Frince wua
also  hired, making ‘21 players under
contract.

The reserves were kept under contract
for some time after. the opening of the
season on May 1, giving the regulars a
lot of valuable practice. 1t was Man-
ager Wright's idea to have the Grays
play a match every day, putting the
reserves against the regulars when there
was no game with outslde;teams. He
mixed the ﬂrst-str(ng players_with the
colts, playing Nava, Gllligan, Richmcne
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the stockholders and the directors, and
the threatened baseball war with the
American Association had vanished.
The players were all under contract and
apparently satisfled; everybody looked
forward to a great baseball year and
the pennant.

The experience of the five years that
had gone before was used to good ac-
vantage. On several occasions in previ-
ous seasons, when njuries or {llness
had crippled the club, the dlirectors
were compelled to obtaln substitute
players, often of an inferlor class and
generally at ridiculous salaries—that
is ridiculous for the times. But for this
fact the Grays might have repeated
their champlonship march in each suc-
ceeding season.

Always & ‘progressive set:and gen<
erally ahead of thelr assoclate man-
agers, the Providence directors early .In
1883 decided to put two teams in the

JOE START. .
Named Captain of the 1883 Team by
Manager Wright

and sometimes Radbourne, with the
gecond team, members of the reserves
taking corresponding positions on the

regular team. Games were played every

day at Messer Park, svhen the weather
permitted, and .what 1Is more, the
thrifty directors put a charge of 25
cents on each game; there were no open
gates at-Messer Park that spring.

Daily Practice
Thirteen players reported to M'anag_er

-:erght at Messer Park on Monday, April

2. Manager Wright. addressed the play-
ers, and set the hours for daily practice
as from 9:30 to 11:30 each forenoon,
and from 2 to 4 each afternoon. Dis-
cipline started at once, as the players
were told that the first time they were

field, one to be composed of the regu-
lars and the other -of young piayers
of more than local renown, of which
Providence {n that year of grase boast-
ed a plenty. This team of substitutes
was to be known as the Providence Re-
serves. It was not planned to put two
complete.teams in the fleld. but to sign

\up enough young players of promisé to,

with the help of the extra men on
the: Regulars, put a complete second
team in the fleld.

By this means it was hoped players
could be developed of sufficlent sklll
to be drafted into the first team when-
ever the conditlons demanded. Another
idea connected with this team of Re-
serves was that with the regulars hav-
ing full knowledge of capable substi-
tutes belng ready for immediate. call
they would behave better. The expert-

.ment was trled and worked beauti-

tully.

tardy in reporting for practice a 4ne
would be imposed, and that suspension
awalted the player who was late the
gsecond time. Practice began promptly
every session; nobody was late. Man-
ager Wright instilled it into the players
that the club meant business that year.

Ralsing his voice and pointing a fin-

ger In the general direction of the
men, Manager Wright threatened--dire
consequences to any- player gullty of
dissipation ana insubordination.  Sus-
pension would inevitably follow - the
first offence and expulsion the second,
he thundered. Not a player was ex-
pelled that year.
. The players reported in good condl-
tion, but *“possessed of considerable sut-
plus flesh.” Joe Start- was -appointed
captain, a popular cholce. The experi-
mental part of the 1883 campaign was
confined to Richmond and Cassidy,and-
the matter of Nava's ability to catch
Richmond. .Cassidy had. played two
years with the Troy team, and was
sald to be ‘“‘sober and reliable.” '

With but three days of practice under
thelr belts the players lined up for the
first practice game April 5, with the
régulars tackling the reserves, ' and
everybody who..saw the game chipped
in a quarter. The regulars won 5 to
2, and the game went nine Innings,
too. In the second game the first team
won 18. to 4, Radbourne and Gilligan
playing with the reserves in the fleld.
Richmond and Nava formed the reg-
ular battery and Naya held Richmond
all right, dispelling the doubts that
the Cuban could catch left-hand pitch-
ing.

Terrific Batting

Some terrific batting was uncorkead
in this game, the regulars ‘corralling
23 hits with a total of 32. ° Irwin
made himself solid right off the reel
by Hitting safely each time on six con-
secutive occasions, including one two-
bagger. Start made four singles and a
double and Farrell, who showed no ill
effects from his illness. made three sin-
gles and a double.



Brown Defeated

Brown Rppeared at Messer Park April
10 and submitted to 19 to 2 defeat,
making 15 errors. The Grays hit Gun-
derson for 16 bases with- a total of 23,
Start gettmg four hits,
doubles’ in five times up. The bat-
ting order of the Grays was: Hines,

1.; Start 1b.; Farrell, 2b,; Irwin, 8. 8.;
Cassidy, r. f.; Carroll, 1. f.; Radbourne
and Richmond, p.; Denny, 3b.; Nava, c.
Brown’'s” llneup was: Greene, c. Dur-~
fee, r. 1.; Bassett, 3b.; Doran, 1b.; Rhett,

f.. Seagraves, c. f.. Shedd. s, s,; Gun-
derson, p.. Wardsworth, s. s..

April 13 Manager Wright flelded a
composite team of the regulars and re-
serves to bcat Perry College, 15 to 2.
Powell pitched the game and looked
like a comer. In the next game Powell
was agaln sent In, this time holding

the Bristols to flve hlts while the Grays’

made 33 with a total of “43. In the
first Inning the Grays made 12 runs,
sending 15 mén to the bat. Denny
about made a record in this game, mak-
ing seven hits in seven times up, In-
cluding one triple. Irwin made five
hits, one a triple,
Bristol made 24 errors. The Bristol
outfielders had some energetic ‘exercise
in spherical pursuits and the Iinfleld
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Wlt:h the brlghtest prospects qg.g.e tne
organization “f the Providence: blub
three- pitchers, considered. great): Rad-
bourne, Sweeney and Richmond;:two
first-class catchers in Gilligan and
Nava, and a great team of fleldérs, the
Grays opened the season of 1883 with
a boom,

The game had progressed greatly dur-
ing the previous few years and the Na-
tional League was {n the best condition
since Its inception, seven seasons ear-
ller. It was beginning to develop Into
the great organization it is today.
Elght strong clubs comprised the league
with teams In Boston, Providence, New
York and Philadelphia in the East, and
Cleveland, -Buffalo, Chicago and Detrolt
in the West. All but Providence and
Buffalo are still members of the major
leagues. All the teams, with the pos-
sible exception of Phlladelphla, had
strong combinations, : )

Leaving for Philadelphia to open the
season, the Grayg were given a'nne
send-off at Union station. The first
game was a tight one. For seven ine.
nings the Grays fell before Coleman,
Philadelphia pitcher, like rows of bricks.
The Grays made buit one hit during the
first seven Inniggs and went into the
eighth . inning with the score 3 to 0
against them. In this session, however,
they got the tiang of Coleman’s dellv-

including two.

in eight times up.

had Its troubles
hits.

The second Brown game was played
April 17, and was won by Providence,
18 to 1, and Willlam Jennings Bryan
was unknown at that time. Powell
held Brown to eight hits, while the
Grays pounded Gunderson for 22 hits
with a total of 25. The third game
with Brown was a hard tus8le. com-
rared with the first two, as Brown held
the professionals to a 9 to 4 score.

There was a celebration on the HIill
that night as the fight the Brown team
gsave the Grays was consldered as good
as a victory. Gunderson pitched nice
ball:inr.this game,

Squad is Cut -

The first cut {n the squad was made
when Prince was released. Other de-
partures were looked for as several
Western clubs made bids for some of
the Reserves. In the fourth Brown
game the college boys agaln gave the
Grays a battle, losing ‘4 to 0. Edgar
Smith pitched for the Grays in this
game., The Grays cut loose in the
n(th'éame and whipped the rah'rah
boys by a 10 to 1 score.

Seeking other flelds to conquer, the
Grays went to Trenton, N, J., and doled

in dodging ground

ery and slammed the ball in every di-
rection, getting six hits i the next two
innings, ' including. .doubles . by Rad-
bourne and Hines, and scored four runs
to win, 4 to 3. Radbourne held the
Quakers to four hits, one & double by
McClellan, former Gray .player.:

dhout Goes Up

Turks Head, in front of the Provi-
dence Journal Office, was crowded with
men watching the scoreboerd.. It was a
stlent, glum crowd until. the result of
the eighth and ninth* {nnings were
hung up, showing the Grays had won,
when a mighty shout -went up. The
same scene was the rule for the greater
part of the summer. The Grgys in this
game batted as follows: nes, c. {;
Start, 1b.; Farrell, 2b.; Irwin, s. 8.; Qas-
sidy, r. f.; Carroll, 1. 1; Radbourne P
Denny, ab Gllligan, c.

The second game was almost identical
with the first, Providence winning 4 to
1. The Grays could-do nothing with
Coleman’'s dellvery until the ninth
frame when a batting bee - produced
three runs. The Grays had made but
one run in the previous eight innings
and led by 1 to 0. Phlladelphla scored
its lone run in the ninth. Providence
made it three stralght the next day by
glving Philadelphia an awful beating.
winning by a score of 24 to 6. Hender-
son was batted all over the county, per-

out an 11"to O defeat to the team of
that city. On the way home the team
stopped over at New:  Haven and en-
countered a stift opponent in the Yale
team, barely winning by a scoré of §
to 4. The pony battery of Smith and
Robinson worked the entire game for
Providence. . The Grays were outhit and
outfielded by the colleglans, but won
through superior knowledge 0f the
game.

Manager Harry Wright hagt now be-
come & well known man on the streets
of Providence. A tall, energetic fig-
ures, he became *hail-fellow-well-met,”
and was on speaking terms with every
fan In the city.. He wore a full beard
and was always dressed in a silk.hat
and long Prince Albert ooat. The small
boy looked up to him as little re~
moved from a god. He was genial and
kind, but had pronounced ideas of his
own. His players swore by him at
times, and at other times, -at him. He
knew baseball and baseball players, but
never offered his advice' a sécond time.
He generally acted the secand time.
Baseball in Providence was never bet-
ter conducted than during the two
years Harry directed - the Providence
.nine. He died many years ago.

mitting 22 hits of which Hines con-
tributed four, Irwin four and Rad-
bourne and Caseldy three each.

But the error column was scand
ous. How In the world the Grays got
away with but six runs against them
{s unknown. [Farrell - offended four
times, Irwin made three slips, Start,
two, and Radbourne, two, no less than
13 errors being charged to Providence.
But these 13 errors were swallowed up
by the 22 made by Phlladelphlia, every
man on the team making at least one.
Harbidge, Quaker catcher, wag charged
with nine. :

New York Defeated

Going to New York the Grays on May:
4 handed an 11 to 3 whipping to the
New Yorks, this belng the first defeat
for New. York. Radbourne held New
York to seven hits. while the Grays
made 15 with a total of 22 off Johnny
Ward, playing his first game against his
formet comrades. Carroll, Denny, Cas-
sldy and Farrell each made one three-
base hit. and Hines a double. Such
stars as Ewing, Roger Connor, Ward and

llankinson were with New York. More

than 5000 saw the home team take its

'nrst beatlng. .

NeW ' York gave the Grays "a hard
fight for. the second game, but fell 3
to 1 before Radbourne's fine pitching.
It was~a great pifchers’ battle, \wth
‘the Grays getting but four hits, all
singles, off O'Nelll, while the New Yorks
got flve, with a total of seven, .off
“Rad.” New York made elght -errors
and Providence but one, charged ‘to
Start.

Making a clean sweep of the seorles,
as at Philadelphia, the Grays landed
the third game, and the sixth straight
vlctory, by a 14 to 2 score. More than
4000 fans sat in. O°'Nelll puzzled the
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Grays in the flrst game, but on this
day they batted him all over the Polo
Grounds. The New York team was
completely demoralized. Ward was also
hit hard and often, no less than :19
hits rolling off the bats of Harry
Wright’s charges. Irwin made a brace
of doubles, Radbourne a double, - and
Hines, Start-and Farrell each turned in
three-base hits. :
+« Ewing’s work was miserable and the
New York papers of the next day criti-
tlsed him unmercifully, declaring -that
48 the highest salaried man in baseball
he was little less than a swindler.
-Grays Get Set Back

That night .the team left for the
first invasion of the West with a clean
slate of six victories. But things were
due for a turn and in the first game
at Cleveland the Grays fell by a score
of '8.ta 2. McCormick ‘pitched gré&
‘ball for.©leveland, holding. the Grays
five singles. Radbourne was hit hard,
as well he might have been, working
in his seventh straightl eague game in
10 ‘days.” He allowed Cleveland . 11
hits with a total of 16. Tommy York
was captain of the Cleveland team and
hit his old pal Radbourne, for a brace
of doubles.

Getting over the train ride and rest-
ed In other ways the Grays evéned
the serles the next game by winning
2 to 1. Radbourne went in. for his
eighth straight game with Gilligan back
of the bat. Cleveland found him for
seven hits with a total of 11, but they
were widely scattered. Radbourne’s
two errors were the only slips made by
the Grays.

McCormick was again too much for
Providence in the third game and
Cleveland carried its bats out with a
4 to 2 victory; in this set-to the Grays
landed but six hits. all singles, while
Cleveland handled Rad for seven, iITe
cluding a two-bagger. This was’ Rad-
bourne’s ninth game in 12 days.

At the end of the second week" the’

Grays led the league with seven games
won and two. l08t. Chicago was sec-
ond with five and three, Philadelphia
had not won a game. lo¢ing. qlght m a
row.

The battle for the lead. In t
tional League was flerce. Chicago, with
three straight pennants, was out to re-
peat, while all the’ other teams,. while

battling each other to the limit, were
out to trim the White Stockings at any
cost. It was a case of the entire fleld
against Chicago, and the fleld won.
Boston, through its formidable pitch-
ing sataff, backed by a Ifast team of
youngsters, won the champlonship al-
most, in the final week of the season,
Buffalo—5 to 4.

Providence went {nto the first Buffalo

game to lose-5 to 4. Radbourne, pitch-

Na-.

ing his 10th straight game, was nicked-
for 15 hits with a total of 18. “Rad"”
was supported brilliantly, but one error
cropping out, and this on a cold day
with rain falling and the fleld a sea ok
mud. The Grays batted Galvin for 11:
hits with a total of 15, his support
belng scarcely less tight than Rad's,
but two misplays coming behind him.
But this one eérror by the Grays,
Charzad to Joe Start, cost the game, as

the Buffalos made three runs in the
‘first inning after the side.should have
been retired. Galvin was the centre of
an’ unsavory, if not exactly crooked,
plece of business in the filnal Buffalo
series here ‘the following fall, which,
will'be told later in this serles.
8quaring »tﬁe serles In the second
game ‘the Grays won 9 to 4, It was a
heavy hitting game full of errors. Fif-
teen hits ‘caromed off the Providence
bats, one a home run by Denny and
three .others doublés by Farrell, Rad-
bourne and Carroll. The Grays made
nine errors and Buffalo 11. But it might
be said right here that this appalling
atray of ‘errors was not so bad as it
looks, as many things were charged as
errorgs not now so tlesignated, bases on
balls, wild pitches and passed balls, for
instance, being charged as errors. In
addition, the players wore no gloves,
aside from a small glove by the first
baseman and the catcher.
v “One-Arm -Dalley.

Radbourne and Gilligan went back as
the Provideride battery in, the third
game in Buffalo, this being the 12th
stralght appearance of the palr. The
Grays took  the serles by winning this
contest 13 to 9. In this game the Grays
performed a wonderful trick in batting
One-Arm Daliley out of the box in the
fourth inning. 'In all that day Provi-
dence made 22 hits with a total of 28,
while Buffalo got 14 with a total of 16
offt Radbourne. Each team made flve
errors,

This contlnuous use of Radbourne in
the box with Sweeney and Richmond
with the team, and, so far as anybody
knew, ready to pitch, caused a lot of
discussion about town. Radbourne was
recognized as the king - pin of pitchers,

but the other two had their followers, *

also. ‘Also the stockholders began to
wonder why it was necessary to pay
salaries to three pitchers when one was
doing all the work. Edgar Smith was
also with the Grays.-

"Af this gossip spread, the Grays went
to Detroit, Some word of the feeling
Here in Providence reached Manager
Wright and he sent Richmond to the
box in the opening contest in the

Michigan city, He allowed one hit; a -

two-bagger, in the first inning. When
the Grays took the fleld for the sec-

ond inning Radbourne was back in the
box for his 13th straight game. De-
troit won 7 to §. ;

Rain prevented the second scheduled
game, but this gave some of the stock-
holders an opportunity to communicate
theit feefings to Manager Wright- and
Richmond pitched the entire flnal
game. He pitéhed winning ball for eight
innings with Nava behind the bat. But
the Detroits. got to him hard:in the
rinth, and with the assistance of cost-
1y errors scored four runs, although
they got but three hits, one & double.
This ninth inning rally gave Detroit the
ame 6 tqr4. Radbourne played error-

b_a.u-'qinq'l'ght fleld- and .made.two
hits. -
Radbourne’s Concelt.

Radbourne wds an enthusiastic play-
er, and possessed what might be called
a slight stfeak of egotism. He wanted

.to pitch every game and never took

kindly to any other man {n the box.
Probably this was one reason for his
being in so often.

The beginning of the end of this long
stretch of games on the road was
staged at Chicago, where two of the
three games were vigtories.

Chlicago was all agog over the visit of
the Grays and more than 10,000 fans
attended the three games.: ‘Radbourne
Nava and Gillligan formed the battery
for the first game “which Providence
‘won 9 to 5. This was Radbourne’s 14th
game in 24 days and he held Chicago to
nine hits. The White Stockings made 14
so-called errors, Three Proyvidence pitch-
ers were used in the second game, Rad-

bourne,” Richmond and Smith taking
turns in the box, and the trio succeeded
{n landing the victory by a -score of 9
to 5. Joe Start was injured {n this game
and was out of the lineup for a while.
This victory put the Grays into a tle
for first place with Chicago.

Battling for the honor-of returning
home in first place the Grays went
-against Chicago in the final game with
5000 rabld fans looking on. Radbourne
and Richmond divided the pitching
burden and both were hit hard. The
White Stockings walloped the ball for’
11 hits and 21 totals, averaging almost
a two-base hit on every safe blow.
Providence fought hard and with nine
hits with a total of 15, but fell one run
short, Chicago taking the game by a
score of 8 to 7. -

The Grays carrled the burden of de-
feating the powerful Western quartect
on this first invasion, Boston and New
York taking but four games each while
Philadelphia won but three. Provi-
dence came home tied for second place
with Cleveland and Detroit, one game
back of Chicago.
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~ Although’*the Providence players.had
gone through & wearisome journey of
more than a month, in which games
were played in Philadelphia, New York,
Cleveland, Buffalo, Chicago and Detroit,
and with a long string coming at home,
beginning with two games on Memorial
Day, the intervening day between their
arrival home and the beginning of the
home series was not one of rest. Jn-
stead It was utilized as a means of
picking up a little change by sending
the team, or rather a medley of players,
to Woonoscket to play the Comets of
that town.
. The treasury could not have been
fattened to any great extent, as only
1000 fans turned out to sez the contest.
Four of the Reserves played with the
Comets, Powell and Fulmer as the bat-
tery and Prince and Barry. The Grays
won 15 to 7, batting Powell hard. Edgar
Smith was on the mound for the Grays
and he got his bumps also. -Mulvey
and Robinson played with the Grays.

Memorial Day wag not an ideal day
for baseball, especlally tn the after-
roon, when raln.threatened. but  large
crowds watched both games. The Grays
were given a rousing reception at both
performances. Train service betweesn
Providence and Boston was so arranged
that it was possible for  the visiting
tcams here and at Boston to shift
morning and afternoon games so that
Cleveland, playing in Boston In’ the
forecnoon game, appearecd at Messer Park
in the afternoon, while Buffalo, the
mornirig attraction here, furnished the
fireworks in Boston in the afternoon
This made an ideal arrangement, as
many of the patrons of the morning
game remained at the park for the af-
ternoon contest.

Fans Cheer Richmond.

To greet the Grays in their home-
coming and to sit in at the opening
championship game of the season here
more than 28002 saw Buffalo take a 4
to 2 licking. Yielding to the popular
demand that Richmond be given a bet-
ter chance than he had.been given on
the road, ‘Manager Wright sent him
against the Bisons with Nava behind
the bat. Gilligan was suffering from a
boil on his neck.

When Richmond walked out to the
tox he was given a rousing reception
and responded by pitching a beautiful
game to the chorus of “I told you sos”
from the stands. He allowed Buffalo
but seven hits, one a double by Galvin.
He was also glven sparkling support,
his own brace of errors being the only
slips, and these were battery errors. He
held the ,Buffalo batters in complete
subjection’ and was grandly supported
by Nava. Galvin and Rowe formed the
Buffalo battery. ]

When the Clevelands- ran onto the
fleld for the afternoon game the bleach-
ers and stands handed a compliment.
to Tommy York, now captain of the

Clevelands, by a series of hand clapping
that lasted several minutes. York was
a great favorite with the Providence
baseball public. But Tommy didn’t let
friendship and good will Interfere with
his duties to his club and he piloted
it to & 5 to 2 victory before a crowd
of 8CCO that overflowed the stands and
stretched sround the field.

Here our old friend, One Arm Dalley
ccmes in again. He pitched for Cleve-
land and the Grays$ found him a reg--
ular teaser, getting but flve scattered
hits off his' delivery, all smgles Rad-
bourne was back in the box and held.
the Clevelands at bay in all but the
fitth and ninth innings when they fell
o him for a bunch -of hits that won
the game. In these two frames he was
found for flve singles, one double and
one triple. . “Careless. tielding” by Cars-
roll, -Denny and 8tart helped Buflalo
out. o . ’
“Dirty Business” at Second

In this game Jack Glasscdck, for sev-
era]l years considered the- king. pin of
second basemen, pulled - hat thé Provi-
cdence Journal scribe the next morning
described as a ‘““dirty plece of business,
for which Umpire Decker fined him 85
to the satisfaction of the crowd.” It's
a question, however, if the flne was
ever pald.. The ~“dirfy plece of busi-
ness” consisted of interfering with Jack
Farrell at second base 85 he was about

to complete a double play. causmg his.

effort to fall. .

Cleveland outplayed the Grays, the
only bright spot in the iocal story be-
ing a couple of throws to Nava hy Hines
ta nip runners at the plate, one of
them completlng a double play. Cleve-
laxtxd made n‘ne errors and the Grays
siw |

Comirg; back for more glory in the
second game Clevel 2d again laid a de-
feat on .the Grays by a5 to 3 tally.
Richmohd was given another chance,

and was batted much harder than in.

the Buffalo game, :llowing Cleveland
nine hits with a total of_ 14, but he
was handicapped by the four errors
made by the Grays. McCormick
pltched fine ball and held the locals to
six singles.

Farre}]l started the game, but had tot
retire after the first inning because of

an injury to his side reeeived in the
previous game. Irwin went to second
base and Joe Mulvey to shortstop; the
three errors made by Mulvey were Cost-
ly. One of Joe's slips was to let a
drive from York's, bat with the bases
loaded and with two out, to go through
his legs, threz men scoring. Radbourne
played left fleld in this game, Carroh
being sick. and ‘“Hoss's” wild throw to
the plate gave Cleveland another run.
Fans Abuse Decker.

Umpire Decker, probably roasted by
Providence fans harder than any um-
pire before or since, was the target ot
abuse by players and fans in the sev-
enth inning, and a near-riot occurrea.

Decker's decision was one for the book.
In the seventh Dunlop, who had hit
Richmond hard every time-*he faced
him, batted the ball over the left fleld
fence, plainly foul. Decker, however,
refused to rule on the drive and Capts.
York and Start, great pals off the fleld.
argued the matter heatedly. The ball
swung foul after clearing the fence.
which Decker admitted, but eased him-
self cut of the situation by declaring
“his jurisdiction didn't extend over thc
fence.”

Decker, howcver, did make one deci-
sion that pleased the crowd, when hé
fined McCormick $5 for too much talk
over a declsion at second base. .

Expecting some more of the vérbal
battling the next day, nearly 1000 fans
went to Messer Park for the third
Cleveland game. They saw little squab-
bling. but did see some fine pitching
by Radbourne and a 7 to 3 victory for
the Grays. ‘‘Rad” allowed eight hits,
all singles, and fanned eight. One Arm
Dally got his in this game, the Grays
finally solvin ; his dellivery with 13 hit-
and 21 bases, the cluster including =a
three-bagger by Irwin, two doubles and
a tr'p'e by Hines and two doubles: by
Dannv.

Richmond was sent in against Cleve-
land for the final game of the serles,

.and while he was not batted so violent-

ly he was found often enough to give
Cleveland the game, 6 to 1, making the
record to date five victories for Cleve-
land to one for Providence.: In thia
game both Manager Wright and Man-
ager Bancroft protested the decisions
of Decker. The 450 kids at the game,
it being children's day, made things
hum.
Remember This One?

If any witness of the second Buffglo
game, played June 4, should read this
paragraph he may remember a stunt
pulled by Jerry Denny. Radbourne hari
overrun third base and tfailen some-
what dazed several feet from the bag.
Denny was coaching and jumped. t.
“Rad’s"” assistance, picking him up boc-
ily and putting him down on top of
the bag, at the same time keeping him-
self in front of the Cleveland player
trying to tag Rad, while the crowd
howled in glee.

Sweeney rejoined the team June 5.
The standing to start the second week
in June showed Chicago In first place
with 17 victories and 8 defeats, Provi-
dence second with 16 and 9, Cleveland
third with 15°and 9 and Detroit fourth
with 15 and 10. Boston, destined to
land the pennant, was sunk ,in the
second division. g

June 10 was a de - of big scores, the
Grays taking their first shutout of the
season by 11 to C with Chicago doing
the . trimming.” .On that day Boston
whipped Detroit 30 to 8, making 29
hite with a total of 47, while Cleveland
‘handed  PHiladelphia & 15-to-1 licking.
THe B‘hﬂalo-New York game was.  the
only : decent one of the day and that
was won by a score of 8 to 7.

It took S8Sweeney a week to get a
chance in the box, but in that game he
,put 1t all over Chlcago holding the

Wﬂft_mmln_glﬁ and
winning by a 6 to 2 score. Nava caught
the game. In this contest Jerry Denny
made what was said at the time to have

been the longest drive ever made at
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Messer Park, the ball going over the
left fence below the carriage gate.

After a few days in third place the
Grays regained the top of the standing
June 13, but a game-and a half sep-
arating the Grays, Clevelands and Chi-
cagos.

There were some dlzzy games on the
roster along in June, 1883, and the one
of June 19 at Messer Park might be
cited as a horrible example. In the
first Inning of this game with the New
Yorks the Grays turned in six errors,
Gilligan having three, with Hines.

Denny and Irwin one each. But one
hit was made off Radbourne, but the
New Yorks made four runs. But most
of the errors were spilled in this first
inning ‘and as Radbourne came back
strong Providence won 6 to 5.

~ Sweeney had begun to cut into Rad-
bourne’s popularity and he was tem-
porarily the most talked of player on
the team. A few days after Sweeney
reported a young man called on the
proprietor of a cigar store, a baseball
fen of the 33rd degree, and anxious to
‘e known as an authority on the game.

XVII

By the mjddle of June, 1883, the
Grays had won 11 consecutive victor-
fes, the victims being Chicago, Buffalo,
Detroit and New York. The break in
this long string that had kept the team
at the top of the league came when
the New York team took a 4 to 2 game.
“Smiling Mickey” Welch was too much
for the locals. He allowed but four
hits, including doubles by Irwin and
Denny.

'Sweeney started a game agalnst Phil-
adelphia, but was forced to quit the
box because of a lame arm and [Rad-
bourne was sent in to save the game,
Sweeney going to left fleld. The fans
and players baited Umpire Decker, who,
although greatly {n the dislike of local
fans, was sent here by President Mills
for game after game. Chicago never
had much regard for Prodvidence. A
few days later as the Grays continued
their slump, making 10 errors in one
game in which the opposing Philadel-
phia nine made 11, a great roasting was
handed bothe teams by the Providence
Journal scorer,

The Grays.won this comedy of errors
by heavy hitting, the base hit column
showing no less than 20 hits with a
total of 26 bases, while the enemy was
content with 14 and 18. Gross caught
this game for Philadelphia. “It was
ci®ap amusement for 50 cents,” as the
Journal reporter stated. Byt .when the
Grays on June 26 lost & hard luck game
in which S8weeney held Philadelphia to
four hits, the blasting ceased for the
day.

Grays Beat Boston

Now comes some real baseball excite-
ment, and the town was agog with in-
terest as the series with Boston opened,
a series that promised -when it started
to wipe out all previous attendancerec-
ords. Boston came to - Messer Park
flushed. with a long string of consecu-
tive victories at home, ang even then
looming as the great threat in the
championship race. More than. 600 Bos-
ton rooters came down with the team
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didn’t

and wads of Boston money were in evi-
dence at Messer Park and the sporting
resorts down-town, Nearly 4000 were
inside the park when the game began,
with Radbourne {in the box,

Providence - won, 5 to 2, and it was
said at the time that more than 85000
of good ‘Boston money was left behind.
This game carried the season to July
1, with the Grays in first place with
30 games won and but 13 lost, as
against 26 and 14 for Chicago, the sec-
ond place team. ..Cleveland and De-
troit had been shaken off.

But probably some of this money was
returned to Boston as the Reds won
the next two'games,” the second by -3
to 2 and the-third by 6 to 1. Two de-
feats and the fans and betting men
howling their heads off started some-
thing in the Providence camp and the
fourth game was won by the Grays to
even the series. Radbourne pitched the
entire series and held Boston ts two
singles in this flnal game. The Grays
played errorless ball behind him.

The schedule for the hext few days
was a tough one and things broke in
all ways except the right one. For
July 4, the Grays were carded to play
in Philadelphia in the morning and in
New York in the afternoon, making a
tremendous handicap for Providence.
To play a game in'the moming {n
Philadelphia after an all-night ride
frem Providence and then jump to the
train for a 90-mile ride to New York
and play another game was sufficient
for any team.

Forfeit Game to Philly

Delayed in reaching Philadelphia be-
cause of the holiday rush, the Grays-
reach the ball park till 11
o'clock and when the seventh inning
was finished Manager Wright insisted
that the game be called to permit the
Grays to catch the train to keep the
New York engagement. At this point
the QGrays were leading, 11 to 9, and
Capt. Ferguson of the Phﬂadelphia
team, one of the most disliked men
of the time, objected and refused to
consent to the callilng of the game.

The caller announced himself as
Charlle Sweeney, and after telling the
storekeeper what great sports Provi-
dence fans were remarked that he wag
short of money Jjust then and also
short on smokes, and requested credit
for a box of cigars until pay day, He
walked out with 100 of the best cigars
in the store and was never seen after-
wards. One look at the real Sweeney
convinced the dealer his education in
baseball had been sadly neglected.

Knowing his obligations to the New
York club, Manager Wright took his
team off -the field and barely made the
train for the metropolis.. The umpire
forfeited the game to PhlladelDphla, 9
to 0.

An immense crowd, for the time, was
at the Polo Grounds and saw New York
win 1 to 0. But this victory was dear-
ly bought as the next day the Grays
hammered Pitcher O’'Neill of the New
Yorks for 19 hits and a total of 31 to
win, 18 to 1, every Providence player,
with the exception of Irwin getting
one or more hits., Farrell and Denny
got three hits each with & total of six
each. Sweeney and Nava formed the
Providence battery, Bweeney holding
the New Yorks to six hits with 4 total
of nine:; New York made no less than
19 errors, Ward at third base having
three; Caskins at shortstop, four: Troy,
at second base, and O'Neil, In the box,
also having four each.

At the end of the first half of the
season, July 7, Providence was {n first
place with 33 won and 16 lost. Cleve-
land was second with 30 and 16, and
Boston, the ultimate champlons, third,
with 28 and 19.

Grays Make Record

The Grays established about a record
for scoring when on July 13 they played
the Rockford team at Rockford, Ill., and
won by a score of 43 tod. The Grays
in this game made 43 hits with a .total
of 73. In a rousing league game at De-
troit, July 19,.the Grays defeated De-
troit, 7 to 3, in a 14-inning game, mak-
ing four runs in the 14th inning.

Hiney started the 14th inning by get-
ting his base on an error. Farrell fol-
lowed with a home run, Carroll got a
life on an error and hits by Irwin and
Radbourne and esome more slips gave
two more runs.

According to the system of placing
the teams in the standing at that time,
only victories being counted, with no
reference to the number of games lost,
the Grays were in first place, having
won one more game than Cleveland.
but lost two more. Under the present
percentage system the Grays would
have been second, with a percentage of
.661 and Cleveland at .661.

The race and the year grew hot and
as the battling teams squared away for
the long drive down the August stretch
the flne playing of the Grays and the
great fight they were making fllled the
followers of the team with enthusiasm,
high cheer and pennant hapes. Al-



though Messer Park was located on the
other slde of the city not far from
Olneyville square, and there was no
means of transportation but the slow-
moving horse cars, big crowds wended
their way to the games.. -

Directors, stockholders and fans were
in accord. Everybody was pulling for
the team, and the players caught the
spirit ©f the time and generally played
winning ball. General sentiment all
over the country favored the Providence
nine to win the pennant. The Boston
menace, while a source of considerable
worry to the better posted, was hardly
considered by the people in general. Yet
this same crowd of youngsters wearing
the Boston silks finally trilumphed.

Fans Disappointed

With this feeling of prosperjty among
the Providence enthusitsts as the home
stand ended the latter part of July and
the team departed for {ts second inva-
sion of the West, the local fans were
unprepared for what happened on this
final trip through the enemy territory.
While an almost even split on a road
trip 18 today considered atl that might
be expected, the circumstances were
such at this time as to make such a

culmination a gource of sorrow and in=
dignation among the ones who had just
before been loudeet in Jxe praise of the
tedm,

Provldence vasgball

followers had

begun to look on the Grays as a
superhuman team. Nothing could stop
the Grays in their trilumphant march
pennantward. Cdnsequently when dis-
aster came they were dazed.

%ed for in Stavlng

was. Opinion was rife about town
that Boston-was the only team to
threaten the supremacy of Providence
in the race. The Reds were but four
games back and playing brilliant ball,
being a constant threat, not only to.
Providence, but to Cleveland and Chi-
cago as well, these teams holdiag sec- |
ond and third places in the race.

The Grays started the trip through
the West by winning the first game at
Detroit 8 to 2, playing B4 one game'
on this visit. Going ‘over to Chicago
the Grays lost the first game 11 to 8,
but won the second 14 to 11. The third
game was put on tHe Wyrong side of the
book 6 to 6§ and the final struggle also
went wrong, Chicago winning 4 to 3
before more than £000 fans.

Going back to Detroit the first game
was won, 4 to 2, and the second was
taken 13 to 5, the Grays getting 18
hits off Jones. The third game was
the 14-inning victory, described above,
and the filnal game was also a victory
by 7 to 5. The series of reverses start-
ed at’Cleveland, injuries to Radbourne,
who was hit by a batted ball, and Gil-
ligan, crippling the team.

But the first game was von 8 to 0,
Radbourne being hurt in this game.
The second was lczt § to 2. The next.
two games were split, the Grays win-
ning the third game 9 to 2 and losing
the Ninal battle 7 to 2. Disaster hit the
Grays at Buffalo and all four games
were lost, the flrst 8 to 1, followed
by 3 to 1, 9 to 2 and 16 to 11 defeats.
In the second game the Grays made
but three hits off Galvin.

Trip Strenuous on Team

It was a tough trip, this second in-
vasion of the West, as all the teams
were out to .trim Providence, with
Cleveland and Chicago still factors in

Wer D

Perrin
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The second Western trip of the Grays
wags the most important part of the
1883 campalign, as the happenings on
the journey among the Western stars
was the turning point'in the cham-
pionship race. Two or three additional
victorles would have clinched the ilag
for Providence.

In the game on July 25 at Clevelaad
Radbourne was sneated out of a place
in the baseball hall of fame through a
muff by Cassidy. Radbourne in _this
game was in top form and pitched the
entire nine innings without ylelding
one hit to Cleveland. Neither did he
pess & man. The only Cleveland play-
er to reach first base in the game was
Phillips, who made the bag through
Cassidy's dropping of an easy fly In
right fleld.

This brilllant work by Radbourne
and his support while the Grays belted
the delivery of One Arm Dalley for 11
hits, including two-baggers by Irwin
and Denny, plastered the most crushing
defeat of the season to Cleveland on
ft&8 home .grounds, the score being .8
to 0.

No umplire appearing for one of the
games at Cleveland, Manager Wright
consented to let Lee Richmend take
a day off and umpire the game. Cleve-
land must have had great faith -in
Richmond’s sense of falrness to agree
to this.
next day declared that Richmond did
a fine foh. “giving his declslons prompt-
ly and with great imnartiality.”

Touch af.Scandatl

The first bit of scandal to mar the

progress of the-National Ieague since

The Cleveland papers of the,

the race. The: injury to Radbourne
may have caused one or two of the
defeats on the trip, as Sweeney and
Richmond were forced to carry the
pitching burdén, and were hardly equal
to, the job, especlally as the team feii
oft in its work {n all departments when
Radbourne was out of the game. Nava,
however, did splendid work behind the
bat whenever given the opportunity.
Some ugl fumors were ln circulation

“about Providence as this trlp drew to
its” close, ‘the burden Belng that the
Grays would Rot support Richmond or
Sweeney, and. sharp ‘criticlsm was di-
rected at the 'team and management.
It was expected that the palr would
be batted harder than was Radbourne,
but it was also pointed out that the
players were all veterans in thelr posi-
‘tions and should not be so easily rat-
tled as was the case. *It was claimed
that the team lost heart too easily and
“accepted defeay with calm resignation.”
- But as the Grays were on the road
and as the local patrons had no way
of knowing how the players felt about
the reverses o6r what the handicaps
were, 1t Is probable that much of the.
adverse criticlsm was undeserved and,
after all, only the natural reaction from
the enthusiasm that had run out of
{ts channel and over its banks.

“ Because of the serlous setback at
Buffalo and Cleveland Providence fan-
dom felt that the golden opportunity
to obtain a irm foothold on the pen-
nant had been lost. The four straight
defeats at Buffalo after previously win-
ning flve out of six hurt badly. Be-
sides, Boston hagd won four straight at
Cleveland, while the Grays could take
but two. '

the Dick Higham episode happened dur-
ing this trip of the Grays to Cleveland.
With little regard for decency and ap-
pésrances the enthusiasts of Cleveland
gave Umpire Burmham a gold watch
and chain, the presentation being made
in the Cleveland dressing room. The
present was in a sealed package. This
was a little too much for the magnates
and the next day Mr. Burnham lost his
job and “Fog Horn” Bradley was ap-
pointed in .his stead. This peculiar
nickname was fastened on Bradley be-
cause of his loud and distinct an-
nouncements of decisions.

One of the funny things in baseball
happened at this same time., and had
to do with umpires also. Danlels and
Decker were none teo competent. al-
though the former was much better
than the latter. Crles against the work
of both arbitrators had arisen from
every city in the league. Danlels had
given satisfactcry service in most of
his games at Messer Park. but Decker
had been roasted to a deep brown by
fans, players, offi¢ials £nd stockholders
alike.

At the time of Burnham's removal all
of the teams but one demanded the
discharge of Decker, . and curiously
enough that dissenting club was Prov-
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{dence! For his work In this city
Decker had been charged with every-
thing but murder. The press bombard-
ed him with solld shot, the spectators
booed his every declsion. Manager
Wright declared him the most incom-
Petent man in the world and declared
he had robbed the Grays of at least
a half-dozen games. Yet for some rea-
son the Providence directors refused to
consent to his discharge.

Perhaps there was method in this
madness, but the reason for the stand
of the local directors was never made
known. .

Enthusiasm Drops

This wintry trip of the Grays came
to & timely end in Buffalo. What
would have happenetd had the Provi-
dence team been scheduled for stops at
any other point cn the circuit is too
painful to contemplate. With the
team duk at home in a day pr two the
enthusiasm of the home {folks had
dropped from 100 degrees above to
about nine feet below zero, ang all in
a few weeks' time. i

Whatever hit the Buffalo park on that
day will never be recorded in history,
but some sort of a jinx hovered over
the diamond. Buffalo beat Providence
16 to 11, heavy batting, poor pitching
and blcak errors featuring. Radbourne
was still suilering from his injury, but
inslsted cn pitching. He allowed the
Bisons 19 hits. including two-baggers
by O’Rourke, White and Force and
three-baggers by Brouthers and Rowe.

Providence hammered Galvin for 16,
Farrell's double being the only extra
base hit. Bach team made 14 errors,
Calvin leading with seven, which, how-
ever, would not be so charged now-a=-
days; two being bases on balls and five
were wild plitches. Hines and Carroll
were the only Providence players to
escape the epidemic; Gilligan had four
Ppassed balls and one othgr slip.

Prcbably with a wish to lighten the
glccm a. little the Providence Journal
on the day of the first game at Mes-
ser Park, following the return from
the trip, analyzed the situation, point-
ing out that, although Boston was
pressing hard and coming fast, the
margin of the Grays of four games was
sumcien}. But {t wasn’'t. It was also
pointed” out ‘that the Grays had 23
games coming on the home .park as
against 1C abroad. But practically the
same sltuntion existed with Boston.

But the Chlcago menace was also
sonsider.d, although the chances of the
White Stockings were not consldered
so bright, due to “dissipation and in-
jubordination.” Yet the Chlcagos beat
.he Grays out for second place at the
1nish. It was hinted in several papers
f the circuit that the attitude of the
; alo team should be carefully

atched, as it wag suspected that the
fisons, having no chance themselves
or the pennant, might repeat the al-
cged tactics of 1878 when they made
[ttle effort to defeat Chicago in the
inal games.

, Of the 17 games played on the west-
m trip the Grays won eight and lost

ine, the record of the Bostons being
ientical.

Team Average .278

When the Providence nine opened the
ome series following the road trip it

8

held first place {n the standing with
41 victorles and 25 defeats. Boston's
standing was 36 games won and 28
lost. The average of the players at the
end of the trip, including the first 66
games ' follow: Batting—Hlines, .308;
Farrell, .319; Start, .278; Cassidy, .239;
Radbourne, .321; Richmond, .295; Ir-
win, .287; Denny, .297; Glilligan. .192;
Nava, .240; Sweeney, .095. Carroll, .246.
The team average was .278. In flelding
the team average was .884, but this is
not a fair sample, ag passed balls, bases
on balls and wild pitches were figured
ag errors at that time.

Hines led Iin two-base hits with 24,
with Dennys second with 17; Farrell,
Cassidy and Irwin had each made 13
doubles.- In three-base hits Farrell
stood first with 12; Start was second
with nine, and Richmond third with
2ix. Denny had made five home runs,

ines two, ‘and Farrell and Radbourne
wo each,

Of the 66 games played, Hines, Far-
rell, Irwin and Denny had played in
every game; Start had played in 64; Cas-
eidy and Radbourne had appeared In
58 each, and 'Gilligan had been behind
the bat in 48 games. In flelding Hines
and PFarrqall boasted averages of .925
each, Start .961, Cassidy, .851, Irwin
836, Dcnny .878, Qilligan .882, Nava
.843, Carroll 901. When it is consgld-

ered that flelders wore no gloves the

averages are particularly high.

As & whole the Grays in the first
66 games had corralled 108 two-base
hits, 50 three-base hits and 14 home
runs. =y o
+ The first game after the homecoming
proved a bitter disappointment to the
citizens of the city, especially to the
1964 who attended the opening game.
This series was particularly interesting
as Boston was the opposing team and
won 6 to 4. Farrell was out of the
game for the first time in the season
and Irwin went to second base and
Mulvey to shortfleld. Radbourne al-
lowed Boston but seven hits, but four
of the seven were 1or extra bases, Bur-
dock making a home run, Whitney a
three-base hit, and Hornug and Bur-
dock one double each, thus showing
the total bases to just doube the drives
of the one-base variety.

Radbourne Fans Eight

Radbourne fanned eight of the en-
emy, but to have won he would have
had to send several more back by the
otrike-out route, as the Grays made
eight errors back of him, although he
contributed four himself. The Grays
made six with a total of 11, thus fall-
ing but oneé short of duplicating the
Boston totals of double the singles.
Carroll and Denny made triples off
Buffington and Start collected a two-
bagger.

It was worse the next day in Boston
where the Grays took a 10 to 2 lick-
ing with Sweeney in the box. Ten er-
rors were made by Providence, Nava
having four,- the Reds getting away
with two. Boston hit Sweeney for but
nine hits, Including a triple by Mor-
rill, and double by Wise. Nava sup-
ported Sweeney poorly and his throwing
to bases “was wretched.”

Returning to Messer Park for the
third game the teams played the most
brilliant ball of the season, but the
Reds again won by a score of 1 to O.
Radbourne and Gilligan formed the
battery and 1871 fans sat in. In this
game Manager Wright shook up the
batting order of the Grays, sending
Richmond to right field in place of Cas-
sldy, but the long-limbed son of Fall
River, Charley Buffington, deceived the
whole team and held the Grays to three
hits, of which two were doubles by
Hines add Radbourre. The Grays out-
flelded the Reds, however, making but
two errors, by Farrell and Irwin, while
Boston made six.

Sarcasm in Press ;

Boston made but filve hits off Rad-
bourne and made only one run. Yet the
Providence Journal baseball reporter
the next morning had this to say about
the batting of the Grays: “Flat bats
are allowed in cricket, and it has been
suggested that the Grays practice with
one during the fofenoons and get some
idea of what a hit is. and then try thelr
luck with a round stick.”

This “terrible’” 1 to 0 defeat rgnkled
in the heart of the Journal scribe as
he also declared that “The players are
getting handsome salaries, have re-
celved kind and considerate treatment
from the management and publlc, and
should not give way to dissipation.”

The run in this game was netted in
the second Inning when Whitney hit
the ball into the carriageway in right
field and was followed by Wise with a
double down the left foul line. Bradley
was roasted for terming a foul drive
by Richmond that Wise muffed. Rad-
bourne followed with a two base hit,
“which would have scored Richmond
had Bradley used his usual excellecent
judgment,” meaning that the umplire
should have called Richmond’'s drive
fair whether or not. :

The supposed turning of the tide came
the next day when at Boston before
5655 people the Grays won 6 to 2. Two
hundred Pfcvidence fans were pres-
ent and left the South End grounds

at the close of the ninth inning grati-

fled at the fine showlng of the Grays
who ‘‘wielded the ash effectually.and
flelded steadily and brilliantly. “All this
when the same morning’s Journal story
called the QGraysseverything but mur-
derers. 3 =

* Boston made a triple play {n this
game. Joe Start was on second base
and Carrdll on first base. Irwin 1lifted a
pop fly to Whitney who aropped it, but
which Mike Hines of the Reds caught
before it touched the ground: Both
Providence runners seelng Whitney muft
the ball started for the next base,
whereon Hines whipped the ball to
Buffington on first base to double Car-
roll, and Buffington got the ball to
Murdock before Start could get back,
completing the triple play. It is doubt-
ful if such.a play would be allowed
uinder present rules. As soon as Whit-
ney completed his play on the ball it
was agaln in play.



XIX,
:The Natlonal League race at the close
of .this Boston series showed the four
leading teams running almost neck and

neck, with the outcome beyond the
ken of any living man. Each of the
four had {ts followers, and intercst

was at a fever heat. Through the vir-
tue of a one-game lead Cleveland
topped the standing, but had shown
faint.signs of-slipping for several days.
The standing at :this point showed
Cleveland first with 43 victories and 24
defeats; Pro‘videncb’was second with 42
and 28, Chicago third with 40-26, and
Boston fourth with 39 games won and
29 lost.

Here in Providence the interest in
the race was keen. Not so much of the
nature of the flery interest in Boston
‘whera the followers of the Reds 'were
‘nearly frantic over the™ chances of
winning the first pennant since 1878
.and could see nothing but- victory, but
more of the uncertain sort. ne day
‘the crowds in front of ‘the Journal win-
dow were raised to the heights of joy:
'the next day the same crowd would be
besleged with woe. The sentiment of
this crowd of scoreboard watchers re-
flected the general feeling throughout
the city and State:

-Even the dally press of Boston
caught the violent fever and could see
no good {n anything-but a Boston vic-
tory, and plenty of evil in everything
plse pertaining to baseball, The day
ifter the Providence 6-to-2 victory the
Eoston Herald baszhal]l writer came out
with a flerce attack on the: Providence
slayers and management, and especial-
.y against Richmond. The article be-
wvailed the fact that the Providence di-
rectors refused to join In ‘the move-
nent to rid the leagué of Umplire Deck-
'r, hinting that there was something
srooked behind the action and sug-
zesting that Decl-> take up his resi-
ience in Providence and umpire all
3ames at Messer Park.’

The tirade agains$ Richmond was as

jerce is was wrong. No. better.sports-
man, no fairer player or more.conscien-
;lous man ever played professional ball
than J. Lee Richmond. The peg on
which the Herald writer hung his
*harges was :'hat happened In a game
.n Lynn a few days previous whcn the
Srays, played an exhibition game with
the Lynn team. Richmond pitched this
'game and was wild, his control not
peing of the best.
" J. Lee had the misfortune to hit two
or three 'of the Lynn players with
sitched balls. This, the Herald writer
ieclared was deliberately done, charac-
serizing the incident\ as brutal, and
Zoing so far as to accuse Richmond of
sloating over the injury done the Lynn
slayers. ’ !

While now it {8 considered a consid-
irable advantage to teams playing on
:he home sod, it was more so in 1883.

Toasted plenty by the spectators.
the umpire had little to do with the’

Chis was the bright spot in the Provi-
ience and Boston schedules. It prob-
ibly ,meant the pennant for one or
the other of the palr, and close ob-
iervers, even emong the most rabid of
>rovidence fans, gave Boston the bene-
it of the doubt, They saw clearly- The
3oston team was composed of a lot of
ymbitious youngsters with enough vet.-
rrans to steady the colts, and above all
v system of discipline, voluntary or
Stherwise, that was far better than that
‘xisting in the Providence team.

Breaks Training Regular.,

At least one of the Providence team
oroke tralning every day. The wine
~hen {t was red tempted him’strongly.
Another was suspected of shortcomings,
out not to the same extent. Many
times early comers at Messer Park saw
the suspected player busy under the
grandstand In the sort of practice room
throwing the ball to another player in
an attempt to get straightened out for
the coming. game.. These facts were
well known about town.

The rethaining games on the schedule
favored Providence and Boston through
the large majority of the remaining
games being carded for the home lot,
but it worked the other way with_the
two Western contenders, as Clevefand
and Chicago had about finished at
home and faced a long trip on the
road turing which they met Boston
and Providence in a half-dozen games
on the latter’s grounds. This really
dzscided the race.

New York with Johnny Ward in the
box came to Providence and trounced
the Grays 9 to 6. There was a lot of

‘objection to Bradley's umpiring, it being

claimed that he was unusually severe
on Radboufne, forcing him to split the
plate to get a strike called. He wasa
But

result, as the Grays flelded sluggishly,
making 10 errors, and falled to bunch
the 13 hits .off Ward. In this cluster
of hits there were four drives for ex-
tra bases. ;

Despite the 13 hits, the press the
fhext day panned the Grays for not
making more, the Journal story wind-
ing up with the quotation, “And thus
most surely doth the chance for gain-
ing the pennant diminish like vapor in
mid-air.””” It was a lost opportunity to
advance as on the same day Buffalo
defeated Chicago, 24 to 17, the Bisons
making 27 hits with a total of 36 off
Larry Corcoran and the White Stock-
ings making 16 errors, Chicago made
13 with a total of 21 off Cushman
and " O'Rourke. The Blsons made 21
errors! g

The Grays batted "“Smiling Mickey”
Welch the next day for an 11 to 5 vic-
tory. . Sweeney pitched for Providence
and allowed but flve hits. Providtnce
made 10 errors. New .¥qrk won the
rubber game, 7 to 6, in & '12-inning

battle. One of the many incidents that
marked the.Providence pitching sifua-
tlon all the year came in this game, as
Sweeney in the box for the Gtays had
done fine work for’ filve innings, but
when the sixth opened Radbourne was
{in the box.

Philadelphia was the neft team to
appear at Messer Park and dropped the
first game, 9 to 4, -every Providence
man getting at least one hit, with Rad-
bourne and Cassidy getting four each,
and Hines and Farrell thr@e each.

The cecond Phlladelphis’'game was a
records maker for all time in the Na-
tional League, the Grays winning by a
&core of 28 to 0. This game was played
Aug. 21, and the Grays scored in every
inning but the fourth. In the mill vil-
lage of Lonsdale, R. I.,, which boasted
fast teams for mahy years, a youngster
named Hagan had pitched for the vil-
lage nine and for several years been
the terror of all surrounding teams.
The Philadelphia management heard of
the boy and one night sent an agent
to Lonsdale in a buggy to get Hagan if
he had to kidnap the youth.

Lonsdale people were loath to lose
Hagan and kept close watch on him,
as It was known he had been lcoked
over by several scouts. But the Phila-
delphia agent got to him and bore him
away In a fierce midnight drive having
all the advcnture of an elopement and
a bank robbery combined. Phlladelphia
took him on the Western trip, where
he made a reputation of hitting bats-
men and ruining catchers.

Hagan Fails Mlserably

~ As an opportunity for Hagan to show
his home town folks what a great
heaver he was Capt. Bob Ferguson an-
nounced two days before that he would
pitch the second game in the series at
Messer Park. There was a big delega-
tlon present from Lonsdale, Ashton,
Alblon and other places in the Black-
stones valley. The cotton mlills might
as well have shut down that afternoch.
Well, Hagan . started against the
Grays and the Grays finished Hagan. He
was given the most tremendous pun-
{shment ever administered to a pitcher
in the major leagues. He looked very
weary at the close of the flrst inning
wheén 10 men Iaced Rim and scored
seven runs. In the sixth ‘and eighth
innings the Grays broke logose on the
favorite son of Lonsdale swvhen 23 men
went to ‘baq,_and battered Hagan for
four singles, four doubles and a home
r%éﬁusb'ﬁf' perhaps in kindness of
heart and good wishes for the large
delegation from Lonsdale and way sta-
tlons, kept Hagan-at his task, . occa-
sionally gathering up a handful of sand
and cussing. In all Hagan saw 26 hits
fly past his head, including a home run
and single by Denny; two singles and a
double by Farrell, Start two doubles,
Radbourne two singles and a double,
Irving one single and one double, Car-
roll one single and a double, Cassidy
two singles and Gilligan three singles.
But Hines, the heavy sticker of' the
Grays, was content with one single.
Hagan was a little better at the hat,
however, as he got one of the six hits
allowed by Radbourne, a two-bagger.
Philadelphia made 20 errors, Gross hav-
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ing six behind the bat and Hagan the
same- number in the box.

Baseball fever was high when the
Grays and the Bostons began thelr
semi-final series of the year. This was
considered 8s the “crucial” series of
the season. The fans were a little off
the track In this, but it served to at-
tract great crowds to.the parks. The
first game was played at ‘Messer Park
with the Grays winning by a &core of
3 to 1 with more than 2000 spectators
present.

Radbourne and Buffington engaged
in a pitching duel that wes a treat to
everybody - sitting in. Providence got
but two hits off Buffington, one of them
a two-bagger by Radbourne, the other
a single by Irwin. Boston got five, In-
cluding a double off *“Rad,” but they
were too widely scattered to be danger-
ous. Fine flelding by both teams ruled.

Golng to Boston the next day the de-
cision wasa reversed, the Reds winning,
3 to 2. This-.contest was brilliantly
played to the satisfaction of 4584 spec-
tators, including a couple of hundred
from this city. The Boston rooters were
wild when the gam! ended. Radbourne
agaln went to the box, but the Bostons
shifted pitchers, sending Whitney, who
was fresh, to do the pitching. Agaln
it was a battle of pitchers, although
Radbourne appeared a little tired. Bos-
ton nicked ‘‘Rad” for nine with & total
of 12, getting the hits more together
than on the privious day. Providence
hit Whitney fcr six with a total of nine.
The flelding was sharp and clean on
both sides.

Radbourne was like another famous
pitcher; he went once too often to the
well. For the third game inh succession,
also in Bgston, Radbourne took the box
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Following this hectic series between
Providence and Boston both teams
went on the road for games in Phila-
delphia.and New York, the final trips
of the season- to that section. Prov-
idence won both games at Philadelphia
and Boston made {t a standoff by twice
beating New York. But Boston galned a
game on Providence the next day when
the teams shifted, the Grays coming
back to New York while the Reds went
to Philadelphia. -Boston won {its 14th
straight victory of the season over
Philadelphia; making a clean sweep of
the entirc schedule against the Quaker
city, while to the surprise of the New
York rooters themselves and the dis-
may of Providence fans the New York-
ors managed to hand the Grays 6-4 de-
feat. )

The mystery of why Radbourne was
kept in the box game after game was
no nearer a solution-than before. He
was batted hard enough In the first
innings all but to win the game, yleld-
ing four singles, one triple and a doubte
in that frame. Errors {n the fifth inning
helped New York to score four runs,
Denny made a home run in the second
mnning with nobody on base.

Boston sent both Whitney #nd Buf-
fington to the box in Philadelphia and
between them they aliowgd but three
"hits. The way the Baston management
handled {ts pltchcrs"ﬁm’s in marked con-
trast to the way Manager Wright
Worked his heavers. This little differ-
cnce was what won the pennant.

On the same day that the Grays fell
at New York and the Reds won a‘
Philadelphia, Chicago™ whipped Clevza-
land, 21 to 7. batting One Arm Dalley
out of the box in the third inning.
when 11 runs were scored. The White
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Stockings made 22 bases off Dalley ia
the three innings he worked.

Tled for First DPlace

At this stage of the season, accordl-
ing to the method of computing the
standing, Providence and Cleveland
were tied for first place, Cleveland hav-
ing 49 games won and 32 los%, while
Providence had won the'same number
but had lost one more. Boston and
Chicago were tied for third place, bu:
here again Is shown the weakness of
the system, as Boston had lost ouc
more game than Chicago, the standing
being 48 victories for each team, wita
Chicago losing 32, as against 33 losses
by Boston.

Thus {t will be seen how close a racc
was peing waged by the first four
teams. When the Grays returned to
Philadelphia.. s Sept. 3, Philadelphia
clipped the Providence wings again by
winning, 6 to 3, batting Radbourne and
Swecney at critical points. The Grays
outbatted the’ Philadelphias slightly,
and each team 'made nine errors. Boz.
ton was idle on that-day, but on tue
{ollowing day, while the Grays were
idle, the Reds pounded out an 8 to 2
victory at New York, thus gaining a
full game on the Grays in two days.

DBoth tecams had a day off the fol-
lowing day, which permitted Chicago
to galn a game on both by defeating
Detroit, 14 to 1, and Cleveland also to
gain a~game by whipping Buffajo, 6 to
1. This victory by Chicago put the
White Stockings and Clevelands in a
first place tie, with 50 victorles ann
33 defeats each. Providence and Bos-
ton fell to a tie for third place with
49 games won each, but Providence
had lost two more than Boston,

against the Reds and was slaughtered.
Boston batted him all-over the.ldt and
into the next county, collecting 18 safe
drives off his tired arm and winning,
14 to 1. The Grays fell from grace in
this contest and committed 12 errors.
But at that the locals were not so bad,
relatively speaking, as Boston booted
11 chances behind Whitney.

Every man on the Boston team made
one or more hits, Wise and Burdock
kicking in with home runs. Boston
cinched the .game in the first inning

by knacking off five runs. The Grays
were lucky to get one run, and that
was a clean glt\t»ot the umpire, ac-
cording to Boston papers, declaring the
run scored dbn a foul ball. Evidently
that one run hurt Boston more than
the entire 14 did Providence.

This two-game difference in the
number of games played by the Reds
and the Grays was of great importance
to Boston, as both games were due to
be played iIn the Boston park. And
furthermore one was with Chicago and
the other with Cleveland, which added
greatly to thelr importance.

Blig Serles Opens,

With the closest race in the history
of the National League, with four
teams practically tleq for the cham-
plonship and the season ncaring’ its
clcse, the big serles of the year opened
at Messer Park Sept. 6. At the same’
time, Chicago tacKled the weak Detroit
tecam, and Cleveland had the weakling
Buffalo nine as opponents, Thus, while
the two. Eastern contestants were lit-
crally cutting each other's.throats, the
Yestern contenders were mecting easy
game. But to offset this, both the West-
ern teams faced a long trip on the
road.

The attendance at the first game of
this vital serles was somewhat of a
disappointment, only 1600 passing
through the gates at Messcr Park, and
several hundred of these were from
Boston. There was Dlenty of skepticism.
Local followers of the game could not
understand the policy of the Provi-
dence management. The continuous use
of Radbourne in the box, although
Sweeney and Richmond stood ready to
go in at any time, and the generally
alternating form of Radbourne, pitch-
ing almost shutout ball one day and
suffering a terrific hammering the
next, when he should have been rest-
ing. hac sct tongues to wagging, with
or without reason.

Yet with all this dissatisfaction of
the patrons no change was made and
no explanation was ¢ffered. Radbourne
was sent back for game after game, de-
spite the protests and the defeats.

But nevertheless in this first game
Radbournc loomed bigger than a house,
He held the Reds in the hollow of his

‘'hand, allowing but flve lonesome sin-

gles to win, 8 to 1. The Grays played
fine ball behind him, making but three
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errors, ‘remarkable in those days of
no gloves and loose scoring. Providence
got the hang of Buffington’'s delivery'
and hit him hard, collecting 12 hits,
including doubles by Hines, Farrell and
Irwin. Radbourne fanned eight of the
Reds. Boston made seven errors.

Detrolt S\\'nmped '

On the same day, Chicago swamped

Detroit In a 26 to 6 game, -tnaking 29
hits off Bennett. with the astounding
total of 49 bases. This game was a
record breaker for the Natlonal League,
the White Stockings scoring 18 runs
in the seventh Inning, making 32 total
bases {n that frame. In this game,
which epread’ consternation in Provi-
dence and Boston, and probably in
Cleveland, Burns made one home run
and three two-base hits, Pfeffer two
singles and three doubles, Wwith the
others contributing their share.
" Cleveland held pace with Chicago.by
easlly disposing of Buffalo, 7 to 2, on
the same day. Thece games of Sept. 6
were freely commented on the country
over. They didn’'t look just right.

The next day Providehce agaln beat
Boston at Messer Park. the score being
8 to 1. It was good to be there and
the park was packed, the crowd in-
cluding a full trainload of Boston fans,
and it vas sald that another full train-
lord was left behind. unable to get
transportation to Providence. and there
were no autemobiles In those days.

Whitney started in the box for Bos-
ton and It was a traglic session for

him., He had_the re{)ut@_tlon of hit~’
ting batsmen with malice’aforethought.

He had hit many men during the sea~
son, {njuring some of them-badly, nota-
bly Burns of Chicago. He was the most
berated pitcher in the league, and at
the same ‘time one of the most effec-
tive.

When Hines of the Grays stepped to
the plate in the first Inning, one of
Whitney's fast pitched balls hit Hines
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The Grays started that crucial bat-
tle of 1883 as though they intended to
make a runaway game of {t. Two runs
were sent over in the opening inning,
costly errors by Wise and Burdock being
largely responsible, but at the same
time Joe Start's timely basehit was a
blg factor. Both the errors were made
on easy chances. Mike Hines also had
a passed ball and threw poorly. But
from this point to the finish Whitney
pitched great ball and was brilliantly
supported; from this first -inning start
to the ninth the Grays hit the ball out

squarely on the forehead. Hines
dropped to the ground tinconscious and
apparently badly injured. He - was
picked up and medical attention was
summoned. For more than 20 minutes
Hines remained unconsclous, and it was
thought he was fatally Injured. Whit-
ney was white and failnt and trem-
bling like a leaf.

Whitney Condemned

Hines responded to treatment, how-
ever, and, after more than a half-hour's
walt, resumed hig place at the bat with
every soul in the park standing and
cheering him. Whitney walked -back
to the box with bowed head. The af-
fair appeared to have been intentional,
and even the rabld Boston fans con-
demned the act in no uncertaln terms.
Baseball patrons everywhere marvelled
that such a skillful pitcher as Whitney
should stain his reputation by the use
of such. cowardly and unworthy prac-
tices.

Whitney failed to recover his poise
during the game and was batted hard,
while Radbourne was in fine fettle, and.
responding to the encouragement of the
crowd, held Baston ta six-scattered hits.
one a double by Whltney who also
contributed a single. “The Grays landed
14 blows, Including ‘doubles by Hines,
Radbourne. Carroll and. Gllligan and
triples by Irwn. and Gilligan. By the
seventh inning practically all the Bos-
ton contingent had left the park, and
it was Just as well, as the Providence
rooters were still in an ugly mood over
the Hines incldent,

.. Two days Ilater the Grays went to
Boston to play the final game of the
season's schedule between the two
teams.: A lot depended on this game
and both nines were in fine fettle. One
game was & good many at this stage.
and furthermore, .the - result meant
either an evening of the series between
the Grays and Reds or'the capture of
the series by Boston, as the Reds had

of the diamond but once, getting but
three hits in the first 10 innings.

In the fifth inning Whitney bunted
the ball In front ot the plate; Rad-
bourne dasbed In and grabbed the ball
and threw to Start. It hit Whitney on
the arm ande then bounced off Start's
chest. A wild pitch sent Whitney to
second, and he made third as Farrell
threw-out Wise. Buffington dropped the
ball into right fleld for a base hit to
score Whitney with Boston's first run,
thus cutting the lead in half.

A peculiar play was injected {nto the
game In the seventh and was respon-
sible for the game going extra innings.
Burdock was on first ag the result o?

won seven of the 13 games played to six
by Providence.
Boston Wins

The old South End grounds hcused
more than 5000 people when this final
game was begun, Including more than
200 from Providence. It turned out to
be the best game of the ycar and was
won by Boston In an 1ll-inning battle,
thus giving the Reds the scries, 8 games
to 6. . The score was 4 to 3.

Superb pitching by Whitney and
Radbourne, brilllant support by Mike
Hines and Gillligan, and grand work in
the fleld by every man on the firing
line featured the battle, It was a mag-
nificent display of strategy and pluck
by both teams. Gllligan, appearing be-
fore hundreds of his fellow townsmen,
played phenomenal ball, and the Bos-
ton papers of the next day were loud
in the praise of fhe diminutive Provi-
dence. shortstop.

Each pitcher had nine strlkeouts but
Boston outhit Providence, as Radbourne
was found for nine hits, with a total
of 12, two, of them in the 11th inning
—a triple and double—while Whitney
allowed but seven, with a total of nine,
Farrell and Start making one tw:)-bag-
ger each.

It was a great day for Boston root-
ers. The thousands {nside the park
were supplemented by other thousands
on the outside. Neighboring nhouse tops
groaned under the weight of human
forms perched thereon. The rallroad
men had great difficulty in keeping the
throngs off the road bed, as the high
embankment along the left side of ‘the
park afforded an excellent opportunity
to watch the struggle., Many others
stood outside the entrances, walting to
hear of what was happening within,
while hundrecds of others went away,
unable to get a glimpse of the battle
or hear a word of what was golng on
inside that high board fence,. ... . .—

Start's dropping.of a thrown ball to
first. But Whitney’s grounder to Irwin
was flelded to Farrell in time to force
Burdock at second, the try for a dou-
ble play falling, because Farrell, by a
wild peg: sent the ball Into the sea‘s
crowded with spectators.

Whitney continued his dash around
the bases and the tylng run was in the
offing when a spectator in the stand,

,possibly a Providence man, threw the'

.ball back -to the playing ﬂeld Rad-
<bourne held his head and stuck to the’
.box. The ball was thrown to ‘“Rad”
and he flelded the sphere to Gllligan
and Whitney turned back to third’
Manager Morrill came to the bat and
,smashed a wicked drive at Farrell who
captured the ball and threw it home
in time for Gllligan to tag Whitney
at the plate.

Wise tled the score in the eighth just
when the Providence rooters were be-
ginning to pack up to go home with
the pennant and other things in thelr
grips. He started the run with a single
toright fleld and immedlately stole sec-
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ond. Mike Hines doubled to Cassidy’s
territory and Wise carrled over Bos-
ton's second run. and it was a big run.
too, as it tled the score and enabled
Boston-to win in the 11th.

Radford hit safely to right and Hines
made tracks for the plate, but Cassidy
gathered in the sphere and hy a beau-
tiful throw home Ilanded the ball
‘squarely in the hands of Gilligan, who
nipped the runner a foot from the
base.

P..UL RADFORD

Boston player whde€ hit In elghth In-
ning of cruclal series near close of
1883 secason helped tle the score
against Provlidence and whose run in
11th ended champlonship hopes of
Grays. He later on played with I'rovl-
dence, heing a member of :the 1885
team. llls plcture was made possi-
ble for use In connection with this
- serles of storles through the courtesy
of Prm}ﬂence Lodge, B. I’. O. Elks.

Both sides threatened to score in the
ninth and pandemonium was let loose
on each ocCasion. For Providence, Joe
Start made a two-base hit with one
out, but got no further. Whitney sin-
gled with two out in Bostons half, but
he also was left." ’

In the 10th inning Whitney rose to
great heights py striking out Carroll,
Denny and Cassidy in succession, the
Boston crowd rising as one man to
cheer the deed. Radbourne nearly du-
plicated the feat in the Boston half of
the Inning by striking out two batters.
The third man disposed of In the 10th
was Burdock, who hit what looked like
a ‘double as it left his bat. , Farrell
dashed after the ball, got it and threw
out Burdock, and the Providence root-
ers had their turn at cheering.

‘Boston ‘Makes Game

The 11th inning opened with a grea’t
calm settled over the South End
grounds. <80 ‘many thrills had been_
served by both teams-that the multi-
tude was all but awed. Intense excite-
ment prevalled and everybody sat back
marvelling at the play and the uncer-
tainty as to what might happen. Hard-
ly a sound was heard.

Gilligan set the Providence contin-
gent cheering when he opened with a
single to right fleld, the ltitle fellow,
generally a weak hitter, having done
yeoman service: with the stick up fo
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this point. The sacrifice hit wa3 not
practiced much at that time and Hines
made a vicious swipe at the first ball
up and lifted a foul that 8utton took.
Gllligan had advanced to gecond  In
the meantime, and when Farrell shot
a single into right fleld he crossed the
plate with what was generally conced-
ed to be the winning run, to end the
serles and even up the season’s victor-
les, and cut deeply into Boston’s pen-
nant hopes. )

The next two batters were retired and
Farrell was left on second.

Boston came to bat for what proved
the final Inning and administered a
blow that Providence never got over.
Radford was first up for Boston and
used his head to good advantage. He
had two strikes, and as Radbourne cut
loose a wild pitch he swung on It and
made first base before Gilligan could
retrieve the ball. The Boston section
of the stands was a wild place then,
with about 4550 straw hats waving in
the ailr, The play broke the spell of

silence that had held the crowd, and,

the cheering might have been heard in
Providence.

Here was injected the. blow that end-
ed fhe championship hopes of Provi-
dence, _ Ubbo Hornung, Boston left
fielder and part Indian, who later
played with Providence in the old East-
ern League, strutted to the plate with
both feet toelng In. Perhaps Rad-
bourne got a little careless, perhaps
Ubbo ‘was lucky, but whatever it was
Hornung leaned against the ball for
the longest hit of the game, sending
it over Carroll's head for three bases
and putting Radford across the plate
with the tying run.

7

Burdock Breaks It Up

With a man on third and nobody out
Providence backers began to pay treir
bets. Great excitement prevalled and
the police had difficulty keeping the
crowd off the fleld. \

The blow might have been a home

run but for the fast work of Carroll,
who held Ubbo on third. . But with
nobody out Hornung would have de-
served a large fine had he attempted
to make the plate with the ball inside
the park, as the Boston grounds were
;80 small that few home runs were ever
imade Inside the fences.
' Farrell threw out Sutton at - first,
Hornung hugging his base. Radbourne
was apparently tiring under the great
strailn of tne game, following so many
games in the bpx. Whitney appeared as
fresh as when -he started. He was a
big, powerful man and one of great
endurance. Burdock, who had hit Rad-
bourne hard ‘all the afternoon, came
up, to the shouts of tfe crowd. Pass-
ing a dangeroys man In a bad place
was not known- at that period’ and
Radbourne pitched to Burdock. The
swarthy second basemman caught one of
“Rad's” fast ones squarely on the nose
and drove it over Cassidy's head in
right for two bases, on which Hornung
scampered home with one of the blgges*
runs ever made in, baseball.

The moment ornung tapped the
plate with this precious run the crowd
broke all bounds and swarmed onto
the dilamond. Hornung and Burdock
were selzed, lifted upon the shoulders
of the howling, perspiring mpss and

carried In triumph off the fleld.

Hornung broke with all precedent
and tradition by hitting as he did, as
earlier in the game he was called to the
plate and presented with a gold watch
and chaln donated by his Boston ad-
mirers. By all laws of baseball and
chivalry Ubbo should have struck out
at that critical period.

An immense throng gathered before
the office of the Providence Journal to
watch the progress of the game on
the score board. Turks Head and vicin-
ity was Iimpassable. The square was
packed to suffocation and the police
could do’ nothing with the throng. The
wildest excitement possessed the crowd
when the run made by Providence in
the 11th was hung out. But when the
second half of the inning, showing Bos-
ton had won, was chalked on the board,
silence prevalled and the crowd melted
away In a few moments, Everybody
gave it up then.

Fans Dlisconsolate

Nobody seemed to care what hap-
pened to Ghicago or Cleveland. Secogfd
place in the standing after such an xx-
acting campaign meant no more to
Providence fans than 16th. Chicago
defeated Demlt again by a score of
12 to 8, this being the third straight»
victory of the White Stockings over
Detroit and as each was by a big score
the whole thing looked like a gift. But
there was onc ray of light as Cleveland
lost to Buffalo the same day 13 to 1,
Galvin allowmg Cleveland but four
singles.

Ag the nnal series started, that with
the Western teams, Chicago was on top
with 52 games won and 33 lost. Provi-
dencé was second with b1 victories end
35 defeats, while Cleveland had dropped
to fourth place with 50 victories and 35
defeats. Bosdton was sitting strong In
third place with 60 won games and 34
lost.

Because of the great importance of
this game, its bearing onr the cham-
plonship of the Natiohal League, and
in answer to 'several requests from
readers to publish the box score of
some of the more Importgnt contests,
the box score 6f this 1l-inning game,
taken from an old score book in pos-
session of the writer, {3 annexed:

BOSTON PROVIDENCE
ablbpoae ablbpoae
Horn_ungl..':lsoomnesm. 50001
Sutton,3... 51 4 4 O/Farrell,2.. 513 71
Burdock,2.. 513 5 1|Start.1,... 521101
Whitney.p.. 4 2 0 0 O/Radb’'rne,p S 002 0
Morrill,1... 4 0140 O/Irwin,s, 40020
Wise,8..... 41251 Cnrrolll.. 40300
Buf'gtonm. 4110 0/Denny,3.. 40110
M.IHinese.. 419 0 1/Cassidy,r.. 4 01 1 1-
Radrord.r.. 41000 C‘ﬁlllgan c. 42124 2
“Totals ..399 33 14 3‘ Totals 40531°17 6

Innings ......1 234567891011
Boston ..000010010 0 .,2—4
Providence ..... 200000000 0 1-—3
Runs—Whitney, Wise, Radford, Hornwng,

4. Gilligan, Farrell, Start, 3; Earned Runs—
Boston 2, Providence 1; Three-base Hit—
Hornung: Two-base Mlits—Farrcll, Start, M,
Hines; Struck Out—By Radbourne 9; By
Whitney 9; First Base on Errors—Boston 4,
Providence 3: Double Plays—Gilligan to Far-
rell; Farrell to Gillligan: Passed Balls—M.
Hines 1: Wild Pitches—Radbourne 1: Time
—1 hour 55 minutes; Umplire—Tom Bond.
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It was no pleasant news Providence
rooters heard. in 1883, on the day fol-
lowing the crucial game in Boston,
Hope &till lingered and every Provi-
dence fan had lils fingers crossed as the
Chicagos met the Reds In ‘one of the
postponed ‘games dAue Boaton Rivalry
was 80 hot that "nnythlng to beat. Bos-
ton"” was the slogan, and, next to land-
ing the pennant, the elimination ot
Boston was the object, But. the Reds
had the team and the pitchers and
walked off wlth the game, 4 to 3.

That the . .:result- meant:the clipping
of & few polnts from the White 8tock-
ings’ standing In the current battle for
second plice meant nothing: as {t’ was
a case with the Providence rooters of
whole hog or nothing. 8econd place
didn’'t mean a thing. Ever since the
winning of the pennant {n 1879, the
Grays- had battled year after year for
the flag, but each. time falled to land
it, finishing second each year.

Whitney pitched this game for Bos-
ton and worked like a beaver to:win.
A good-sized crowd of Providence root-
ers . attended ‘the game to make sure
everything was on the up and up, and
declared on thelr return home that
the .game was ‘won absolutely on: its
merits, the White_Stockings 'making
every. effort to win, as they still had
a chance for the flag. -

The serles with the Western teams
that was to determine the champion-
ship team opened with the Detroits
at Messer . Park. This - teami had no
place to go in the race, and when the
series ended with the Grays making a
clean sweep of the three games, the
Boston: writers again burst. forth with
hints that. the- visitors “lald "down.”
The Grays won the first game 7 to O,
malnly through ‘Radbourne’s splendld‘
pitchmg, with fine assistance from Gil-
ligan. "
| Radbourne struck out ‘11 men, and
permitted ‘the visitors to hit him sately
but four times, one of the blows being
a double. But two errors marred the
work of Providence in the field. Denny
making one and Joe Mulvey "one,. .the
local boy playfng shortstop with Irwin
on “second base, Farrell being on the
sick 'list. Denny made a home run in
this game.

o Boston Wins.

Nothing was galned on Boston, how-
ever, as the Reds again whipped Chi-
cago. This contest was particularly ag-

gravating to Providence and Chicago’
fans, as the White Stockings had the:

gnme apparently won. 2 to 1. until the
ninth inning, when Boston rhade two
runs to win, 3 to 2, Hornung, Sutton
and Burdock tearing off hits in suca
cession. Wise made a home run in the
fifth’ frame. Continuing their attack
on Chicago, the Reds the folloving day
agdin won, this time walking away

with an 11 to 2 score. The Grays were
idle’ and practically the entire team
took in the game at Boston.

Detroit battled the Grays in the sec-
ond game of the series, the locals hav~
ing a tough time In winning. 8harp
batting won the game, the blows off
Shaw mostly coming in the fourth,
fifth and eighth Innings. Costly errors
by Detroit helped things along. The De-
trolts made two runs in the first in-
ning, hitting Radbourne for tliree two-
baggers. - As Shaw weakened, “Rad”
grew stronger. Denny’s triple in the
fourth ‘broke a complete spell Shaw
had held over the Grays for three in-
nings.

Providence kept along by taking the
final game from Detroit 2 to 1 in a 10-
inning struggle. Sweeney pitched this
game and should have had a shutout,
as the lonesome Detroit run was the
product of errors. Start was out eof
the game with a lame knee, Hines go¥
ing. to first base and Radbdurne; to
centrefield. Detroit scored its only run
in the second {nning, when Ned Hanlon.

“got on tHrough Benney’s wild throw of

his ground drive. Hanlon stole sec-
ond and crossed the plate on Sweeney’s
wild throw to-Hines on Huock's slow
roller, the ball bounding into the
bleachers. Not one Detroit man got
past second base during the remainder
of the game,
Detroit Is Beaten

Weldman was in the box for Detroit
and the Grays found him troublesome.
He weakened a bit in the fiAfth inning,
when Detrolt tled the score. Carroll
opened the inning with 8 two-bagger
and reached the plate by fast sprint-
in, making third and home on infleld

COL. HENRY B. WINSHIP,

But nothing, it appeared. could stop
Boston and the fourth straight game
was taken from Chicago, this time by
8 score of 3 to_1, All the Bog on runs
were made in the third inn ng, when
Pfefler and Corcoran made several
bootxs, not-one of the three runs be-
ing earned. Cleveland held on to the
fringe of the race on the same day,
defeating Philadelphia 1 to 0, One Arm
Dalley holding Philadelphla to one hit,
McClellan, formerly of the Grays, be-
ing the lucky man. Each team made
but one error.

putouts. Cassidy- was caught at’ the
plate in the ninth inning as he tried
to score on a slow roller in front of
the base, Weldman to Troth.’

Denny opened the .- 10th with a
screaming three-bagger to left and
walked home when Sweeney surprised
every man {n the park by driving a
long liner to the outfleld good for ‘a
triple; - hits of any kind by Sweeney
were few and far between. Cleveland
kept along by handing the Philadel-
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phla "tall-enders a double defeat on
the same afternoon.

Down went the enthusiasm in Provi-
dence when Chicago. after dropping
four straight to Boston, Wwalloped the
Grays 8 to 7 in the opening game here.
Boston fell on Detroit for a 68 to 4
victory and went into first place, as’
Cleveland was held to a 1-1 tle at
New York, each team making but two
" singles.

Nearly 2000 saw the Grays fall bé-
fore_the White S8tockings, in a free-
batting game, Sweeney being found for
12 hits with a total of 15 bases, while
Goldsmith ylelded 12 to the Grays, but
the Grays lifted the total bases to 20,
‘Denny getting a Home run, and Start,
Hines, Farrell and Carroll making two-
baggers. Ragged flelding lost the gam
for Providence, Farrell being cha ted*
with three sllpe. all costly. In all the
Gr mm&de eight errors.

i his *point, the standing ot the

'folxr conﬁendlng teams . was: - Boston—

+Won t 384; Proyldente—Won 54,
lost 88; Chicago—Won 563, lost 37;

Cleveland—Won 63, lost 35.

.. In the second game with Chicago, the
Grays “continued thelr speed in losing
in the flag race,” 2s the Providence
Journal scribe wrote it, by falling &
to 1.

Old patrons fo Messer Park will re-
member the antics of Baseball Tommy,
the selfiappointed mascot of the Grays.
His name was .Thomas Cooke, and,
while a man of more than six feet in
height, had the mind of a 10-year-old
boy. He hung about Messer Park  for
several years, -the players using”him
for amusement, telllng him that he
had the makings of a great player. He
was dressed up ‘ih & discarded Provi-
dence uniform. At times the matter
grew a little serlous, as some of.the
more-careless of the Grays put him
through a serles of tralning stunts, one
Eelng rubbing Tommy - down whth - a

rick, after he' had ‘‘mascoted” the
team to,a victory in a particularly hard
game,
Tragedy Averted

A tragedy was narrowly averted one
afternoon when Tommy, nursing a
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The Providence rooters of 1883 were
kept on the griddle for a few days
more, the Grays continuing thelir habit
of winning one day and sometimes the
next, only to hit the toboggan again
and drop a most important contest.
The gloom that hung over the entire
State of Rhode Island thickened as
Boston and Chicago annexed games
often on the same day in:- which the
Grays were licked. The race was the
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‘fancled grievance against one of the
Providence players, procured a loaded
shotgun and chased the player for some
distance, finally losing his prey in one
of the lumber yards in that section of
the city _adjolning Meseser Park. Tommy
was disarmed and sent. o' the Alms-
house.

Some of the “dyed-in-the-wools’’ who
had seen Tommy around the park de-
clared that the absence of the mascot
was responsible for the loss of the
pennant, that his inabllity to be pres-
ent because of his taking up his abode
1x the Almshouse and the loss of his
maglc spell was largely to blame for
the rapld declilne of the Grays. .

The bleacher fans, and not a few of
the high-hatters In the grandstand, evi-
dently sore at the way the Grays were
acting in this second game with Chi-
cago, forgot all about the game for a
while, and, led by a wag in the bleach-
ers, began to call for Baseball Tommy,
demanding that he take Gllligan’s place
behlnd the bat. Radbourne was back in
the box and pitched fine ball. but was
glven poor support by Gilligan. On'one
occasion, with Tom Burns running in
from third bage as Flint drove the ball
to Farrell, Gilligan got the ball well
ahead .of the runner and had him a
yard from the plate, but Instead, of
tagging him to stop the run he threw
to Farréll to get Flint running down.

On the same day, Boston and Cleve-
land. galned .a lap on the Grays, as
Cleveland beat New York and Boston
again conquered Detrolt.

Provldence managed to w{n the final
game of the serles, 7 to 4, by coming
to the front in the elghth and ninth,
after tralling the White Stockings to
that stage. Three runs were corralled
in the elghth and two Iin the ninth,
“For,-the first five innings the infan-
tile . batting of the. .Grays waa . hardly
suggestive of a -$20,Q00 professional
team,” the Journal reporter printed the
next moming, also declaring the dla-
mond knights appeared to enfjoy the
pastime and the patrons had begun to
fear that the team had thrown up the
‘sponge™

But the" fg'{ival -came in the sixth
lnnmg, as Fatrell came to bak with two

closest in the history of the National
League, with.the flag within reach of
either of the first four teams.

Never in the history of the Natlofal
League before or since was the out-
come of the race so much in doubt
near the end of the secason with so
many teams i{n tke running. Every
game counted. The game feeling and
excitement, that kept Providence In, a
turmoil was evidenced in Boston, Ghi-

out. Jack lifted the ball over thé Tett
fence for :& ‘home run, the first signs
of llfo the Grays had shown in the
game. Richmond got his base on, called
balls and rounded the bases when Rad-
‘bourne singled fo left and Dalrymple
and. Flnt- threw the ball around the
fleld. ~ -
Rumors Are Heard

'The Grayc went after the game in the
elghth. .and Hines opened the barrage
‘with a single, and after two were out,
scored ‘ahead. of Radbourne on the lat-
ter's long 7honie run drive over the
fence. ' Gilligan opened the ninth with
a gift- 'of Arst when Willlamson threw
his drive’ wild. ' Hines' contributed ' a.
Ingle and. Farrell followed with another.
safe hit, scoring Gililgan, and while
the Chlcago Infleld was throwing the
ball about the fleld to nall Farrell be-
tween first and second Hlnes carried his
Tun over. o

At this time,. ugly rumors were afloat
about town regarding the alleged diss!-
pation of one or two of the Providence
play2rs. Again the Providence Journal's
bareball reporter came out with a atbry,
known to have been founded on fact,
and wrote: ‘‘Perhaps the players of the
Providence team can answer a simple
conundrum as to whether they have
fulfilled the conditions of their con-
tracts other ;han in belng prompt In
drawing their fat salaries on pay days,”
and. hinting that the stockholders and-
diréctors had become suspiclous of the
way things were going. The manage-
ment was accused of heing too lenient
in Imposing-fines anc ‘‘the Imposing of
the black 1ist.” .

It was the same story, almost, as for
several days before, as Boston agaln
defeated - Detroit, and Cleveland and
New .York played another drawn game
with a 2-2 score. This Boston victory
was the seventh straight for the Reds,
glving them a lead of two games over
Providence and three over Chicago and
Cleveland, tied for third place. With
the other three contenders tdle the fol-
lowing day, Cleveland got a hard jolt
by losing to New York, 7 to 5, practi-
cally losing all chance for the flag.

cago. and Cleveland, The entire East
was ‘converned  in this) great struggle,
and the Middle West was seething.
Baseball during’ these "hectic clostng
day3 of the 1883 season was about ‘the
one topic of discussion.

Boston generally was given a shade
on the other. teams, because of the
slight lead and the knowledge that the
Reds were playlng the best baseball of
the four battling teams. The matter
of pitching was the main factor In the
race. Although Providence with Rad-
Bourne, Richmond and Sweeney ready
to go in every day was credited with
having the best corps of the quartet,
the way Manager Wright was working
his pitchers was a mystery to the rest
of the country,

Radbourne w3as worked to death, and
while he was almost Invincible In some




games he was batted hard In others.
The injury to Start that sent Hines to
first base and Radbourne to centre fleld
gave Sweeney a chance to show his
wares, and he always held his end up.
Richmond cooled his heels op the bench
most of the time. On the other hand,
Boston worked Whitney and Buffington
generally on alternate {days, thus having:
a practically fresh man all the time.
Anson divided the work between Gold-
smith and Corcoran with good results.
But, fresh or tired, Radbourne was Iin
the Providence box in 2 big majority
of the games. It {8 a certainty at this
far-away observing point that here is
the rock on which ﬁhe Grays split.

Grays .Oust Cleveland

But there was one ray of lght In
the gloom as the Grays definitely put
Cleveland out of the running in the
serles here, reducing the number of
possible winnerg to three. They did a
thorough job in the opening game with
Cleveland at Messer Park, defeating the
Ohlo entrant by a 6. to 3 score. This
game finished the hopes of Cleveland.
The Grays won the game In the fourth
inning with flve runs, four earned.
Sawyer was In the points for Cleveland
and used himself up in the first three
sesslons. Ylelding four singles and a
double in the fourth, the Cleveland
pitcher was beaten then and there.

Radbourne was back in the box and
was in rare form, striking out 12 Cleve-
land batters, fanning every man on the
team at least once, getting Muldoon
twice and Sawyer three times, the lat-
ter falling to get even a fdéul In his
three times at the bat. Sweeney played
centre fleld in this game and had two
putouts, both on hard chances. Hine:,
playing first base, as Start was sti:l
nursing his hurts, also made a flne re:-
ord. Cleveland made but three hits off
“Rad,” one a triple by Pete Hctallinz,
and one a double by Tommy York.

Sawyer seemed to recover his wina
after the fourth and pitched fine ball,
during the battle, fanning Farrell twics
and Irwin three times.

The dying interest in Providence was
revived for about the ‘steenth” time
as the welcome news came the next day
that Buffalo had broken the long string
of victories of the Bostons by beating
them 3 to 2, and that New York had
stopped Chicago in its mad career oy
the overwhelming d&core of 10 to 1.
Wward gave the White' Stockings on'y
two hits, ohie by Gore and the other bxy
Flint.

Radbourne appeared in the box agaia
In the second Cleveland game and had
one of his best days, although he haa
pitched a hard game the day before.

The good news of the previous day.
acted llke a tonic and nearly 2500 fane,
The Grays, won 11 to’

saw the contest.
1, hitting One Arm Dalley with great
regularity. They collected 12 blows, thec
lot including a home run by Carrol!
and a brace of two-baggers by Irwin.
‘Rallbourne allowed. only four hits, ail
for one base. But as agalnst the evea
dozen strikeouts of the day before in
this game he was content with letting
the enemy hit the ball, fanning but
two. Most of-the. Cleveland drives were
sent skyward:- to be taken In by the2
outfielders.

Victory.Galns Nothing

There was no galn through this vic-
tory, however, as on the same day Bog-
ton took Buffalo 18 to 4, &and Chicago
won 5 to 3 at New York. This little
streak at the expense of Cleveland put
the Grays and Reds in a tie for firss
place, according to the method then in
use, a8 both had won 57 ‘games; but
the Reds had lost but 35 games while
the Grays had lost 37. ,Chicago hai
won 55 and lost 39.

Two disputed games were included In
the standing, the Providence-Philadel-
phia contest of July 4, and a game at
Cléveland where in the Bostons ieft the
fileld against the orders of the vmplre.
No action had been taken by the league
in- these protested games, although
both had a big bearing on the pennant.
It was generally agreed that Providence
would be given the ‘disputed Philadel-
phia game, as Manager Wrignt was
wholly: within his rights in ieaving
Philadelphia to keep his engagement in
New York that afternoon, to say noth-
ing -of the long lead. the Grays had
when the team left the field at the end
of the seventh inning.. 5 »

The Boston-Clevelandsdlgspute was'an
entirely different matter, and:a some-
what knotty one, a3 both teams ap-
peared equally to blame. . Apparently
thes only thing to do was to throw out
the game entirely. In one-of the games
of the second scries at Cleveland, One
Arm Dalley started agalnst Boston after
a slege of rheumatism in his pitching
arm. He reported himself {in condition
to pitch and was gent in to subdue the
Reds. He was batted hard“by Boston,
and In the sixth inning notifled Mana-
ger York he could not continue.

Sawyer was Instructed to get into
his uniform and pitch the game out.
When Sawyer toak his position- the
score was 10 to 3 In favor of Boston.
but, notwithstanding this long lead,
Manager Morrill of the Reds refused to
continue the game unless Dalley went
back to the box, claiming the umpire
had not been notifled of the change.
Manager York claimed the league rules
permitted him to make the change. as
the rule provided for changes In play-

rs when _the, cause waq lllness or im-
T ury. Playera gould not be changed at
will as {8 the case now,

_ Decision Arouses Dispute.
Umnapire Bradley ordered Dalley to re-
turn to the box, suggesting that the
game be played under protest, In order
to glve the spectators their money's

‘worth. This Manager Morrill refused to

do, and Bradley declared the game off
until he could hear officfally from Sec-
retary Young of the league. "A big dis-
pute followed the decision, Cleveland
claiming Bradley gave her the game
through forfeit, 9 to 0. Bradley denied
he forfeited the game to Cleveland.
declaring positively that he called the
game off, giving nelther team the vic-
tory. Why Manager Morrill refused to
continue the game with such an over-
whelming lead is a mystery.

No game was scheduled for the day
after the second Clevkland game, but
despite the closeness of the race the
Grays were sent to New Bedford to
play an exhibition game.there, Cleve-
land golng to Lynn the same day to
play the Lynn team. There were no
exhibition games on the Boston or Cbi-

by 2 to 1,

cago cards at this tilme. But Instead
Boston played a game with Buffalo and
won {t, 7 to 5.

In this game, Hagan. the Lonsdale
boy, who furnished the Grays with
great amusement in the 28 to 0 game
earlier In the season, pitched for Buf-
falo and put up a pretty good game;
he appeared cured of his wildness, as
not a base on balls did he glve, and
he yielded only 11 hits, one a double,

With second place hanging In the
balance Buffalo come to Meszer Park
for the final serles of the season. Three
stralght meant second place for the
Grays, while three victorles meant
nothing to Buffalo. Here is where a
mild scandal for the times came in. A
few days before, while in Boston and
the pennant not definitely settled, the
Boston  players made an offer-of an
overcoat to Galvin if he won two games
in'Providence, *

Galvin went into the box In this first
gamg and the Grays were all but help-
less before him. He pitched better ball
for that overcoat than he ever did for
his salary. The Grays could find him
for but four lonesome singles, losing 4
to 2. The Grays led until the seventh
but here the Bisons' cut
loose on Richmond J. Lee was In the
box because Radbourne had a lame arm
and Sweeney was on the sick list.
Richmond was cffective enough when
he got the ball over the plate, but
was wild and passed six men. Gilligan
caught a nice game, but the Grays
contributed 11 errors, although six of
these were due to the number of passes
{ssued to Buffalo.

Blsons Leap Ahead

O’'Rourke opened the seventh inning
with a three-bagger and beat Farrell's |
throw to the plate on Hurdle Richard- |
son's ground drive. The trick of caﬂlng
in the Infleld with a man on third was
not practiced much then and Farrell
was too.far out to get a ball to the
plate In time to catch a runner from
third. Jim White sent a long fly to
centrefleld that Radbourne ingloriously
‘muffed and Richardson scored, putting
the Bisons ahead,

In the-eighth inning Hines muffed
Denny’s throw - of Lillle’s drive and
Force's putout at first advanced Lillie
to second. Richmond cut lcose a wild
piteh and Gilligan In recovering the

‘ball threw wild to Denny and Lillle

acored Less than 500 were present.

“On the same day Boston by beating
Clevéland. 4 to 1 clinched the pennant
before 3002 rooters and Chicago’
trimmed Philadelghia § to 3.

Hagan pitched the cecond game for
Buffalo and was an entirely different
pitcher-than in the 28 to 0 game. He
allowed but seven hits, one a triple‘by
Hines.- He was wild enough, however,
as he sent nine Grays to first on called
balls. The Buffalo error column showed
16 errors. Bostcn beat Cleveland again
6 to 2, and Chicago disposed of Phlla-
delphm 7 to 1 on the same day.

Galvin went out to win that overcoat
on the final day of the season and won
1t all’ Tight a8 he permitted little fam-
iliarity by the Grays and held them to
.eight hits, including but one drive for
extra bases, Benny getting a double.
Radb%urne did not pitch as well as was
expected with second place depending
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on the result. The Grays werc severely
handicapped by Injuries, ag Hinegs, Start
and Farrell were unable-to play, Rich-
mcnd going to centrefleld and Cassidy
to first base. As Boston and Chicago
both won theilr final games the stand-
ing of the league at the close of the
tightest race in the history of the Na-
tional League was:

Won Lost P.C.
Boston ....v0000. 62 35 .639
Chieago <...v0e.. 69 39 602
Providence ..%... 58 40 £592
Cleveland ...s... 65 41 Bb73
Buffalo ..e.eveee 52 45 .536
New - York ....... 48 50 479
Detroit ......... 40 58 408
Philadelphia .... 17 81 173

NEDRIVES!

&

XX1v.

Unlike previous. seasons the early
campaign of the Providence Club in
1883 was free from the disquieting ru-
mors, stockholders, Indignant meetings,
wholesale resignations of club officials
end other things that kept the game
in a turmoll practically all the year.

While things went wrong often and
the local rooters voiced their dissatis-
faction openly, the position of the
team either at the %p of. the stand-
ing or near it kept the agitation with-
in bounds until Beptember. .

Little was heard during the first three
months of the season, but about the
first of August advergse comment on
the game the Grays were putting up,
the way the pitchers were being worked,
or hints of certaln players falling to
keep in condition, grew to such pro-
portion that the stockholders clamored
for a meeting.

For nearly every season since 1878
rumors of the disbanding of the team
and the. disposing of the franchise to
some other city were rife, the rumors
generally taking form at about mlid-
season. With the Grays playing in-and-
out ball during July dissatisfaction
grew apace. On every corner men could
be heard discussing the latest rumor
that if the team falled to win the pen-
nant that year it would be the final
season in Providence, and it was com-
nion talk that the officlals of the club
nad already adopted this policy.

All this discussion served to dampen
the Interest in baseball in Providence,
especlally as it began to dawn on the
rooters that the (@-ays were losing their
grip on the pennant. This was almost
verified when the directors took an In-
opportune time to declare a dividend of
100 per cent. This was taken to mean
that the directors had decided to dis-

band the team and abandon the Iran-_

chise. q 3

A new angle was introduced at this
time to the effect that the. directors
had become interested in the Narra-
gansett Driving Assoclation and had
determined to drop basSeball with 1ts
sorrows and uncertainties for the more

interesting (to some) harness races over

the best trotting park in the United
States. as Narragansett Park was con-
sidered at that time. The declaring of
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the 100 per cent. dividend was con-
strued as meaning that the money
would be pald the stockholders to
empty the treasury and make {t impos-
sible to run the team the following
year.

This new rumor flew about the city
like wildfire and was the subject of
universal comment on the street, so
that stockholders became excited over
the matter. A meeting was demanded
and the directors called one for the
night of Sept. 25, to be held in Mr.
Root’s office.

When President Winship called the
meeting to order a large delegation of
stockholders was present. Resigning
the chair to Col. J. Lippitt Snow, a for-
mer President of the club, Col. Win-
ship tendered his resignation as Presi-
dent, giving as his reason that the
office was’ taking more time from his
business than he could afford. He de-
nounced the rumors current on the
street and declared he had always been
an ardent supporter of baseball and
would continue as such so long as the
game flourished.

He dismissed the charge that he and
some of the directors were planning to
sacrifice the baseball club for horse
racing as ‘“ridiculous and without a
grain of truth.” ‘‘Besides,” he sald,
“the two sports do not conflict with
each other, and there is no more truth
in the racing story than there is in
the statement that I am {n the habit
of betting on games played by the
Providence team. I declare unqualified-
ly that I have never wagered a cent
on any baseball game played by the
Grays.”

Directers Resign
The proffered resignation was not at
first accepted, but as Col. Winship in-
sisted, it was accepted with regret, and

"~ Col. Snow was elected temporary chalr-

man. A resolution was offered that all
persons who had contributed to the
club whd did not hold stock to the
amount of theilr contributions be re-
imbursed, but this was voted down.
Henry T. Roct and Col. S8now were ap-
pointed a committee to examine the
stock book and list of contributors and
report at a future meeting to be held
at the call of the secretary.

Providence won six from Boston, and
lost eight; won seven from Chicago and
lost seven; won six from Cleveland, and
lost eight; won seven from Buffalo. and
lost seven; won nine from New York,
and lost five; won 12 from Detroit,
and lost two: won 11 from Philadelphia
and lost three.

Treasurer Mead gave the stockholdears
a pleasant surprise when he read ils
statement as to the condition of the
treasury. Hlis figures showed that the
sum in the treasury amounted to 313,~
600, the best showing ever made by the
club. He declared that the amount
would be raised to about 814,000 by.the
end of the season through prospective
gate receipts. But from  this about
84500 or 85000 would be needed to pay
bills, leaving an apparent surplus Oct.
1 of about &3000.

‘“Ned’ Allen asked if the rumor that
the directors had declared a dividend
of 100 per cent. were true, and supple-
mented this with a motion that
a dividend of 25 per cent. be declared.
Later he withdrew his question eand
motion. Harry Bloodgood answered Mr.
Allen’'s question by declaring that if
the directors had declared a dividend
of 10Q per cent. they were sure what
remained would run the club another
year, and because of this the directors
had decided to remain In office and
run the club after declaring the divi-
dend, rather than draw away after
making 1t.

Col. Winship explained that by the
reservation of 11 men the expenses of
the club would be greatly curtailed and
he was positive the club could be.run
with what remained in the club’s cof-
fers, after the payment of any divi.
dend the directors might declare. The
matter was bitterly debated and at its
end Directors Bloodgood, Earl, Thurs-
ton and Crawford tendered their res-
ignations. More discussion followed
and as the directors refused to with-
draw thelr resignations they were ac-
cepted and George Flint, Willlam T.
Smith, J.,Edward Allen and Henry T.
Root were elected to fill the vacancies.
It was long after midnight when the
meeting adjourned to meet at the call
of the secretary.

Much unfavorable comment was
heard about the National League cir-
cuit over the actlon of the Boston
players in promising a winter.overcoat
to Galvin if he won two games in the
final series at Providence. But noth-
ing was ever done about i{t. The price
of the overcoat was nothing but a
useless e€xpense to the Boston players,
as the double defeat administered the
Grays made no difference so far as the
Reds and the pennant were concened.
Had the. Grays won both games from
Galvin they would still have finished
2Y, games back of the champlons.

. Boston won the championship In
1883 through steady uphill work on lits
own grounds during the final month
of the season. Chlicago’'s victory over
Philadelphia on the final day of the.



season gave the White Stockings sec-
ond place, which they would have
shared with the Grays had the latter
won one game from Galvin; had the
- Grays won both games they would have
finished second. But that dldn’t con-
cern Providence rooters any more than
it did the Boston' tribe.

.In the filnal home serles with the
Western teams Boston won 13 of: the
14 played, seveén in a row before fall-
ing for the only time during the in-
vasion. The next six games were won.

Barnstorming Started

When the Grays n ayed their final
game all contracts were fulfilled and
the question of who would be with the
team in 1884 was one of consliderable
Interest. Manager Wright could not be
recerved and it was not known whether
or not he would manage the team the
next season. The directors favored hlis
re-engagement, but it was rumored
that Harry had been adked to manage
the Ph!ladelphia. team the next year.
This proved true and he plloted the
Quaker City team In 1884. The direc~
tors of the Providence club gave him a
good sendoff to his new fleld by de«
claring him “a valuable man because of
his ‘abllity as a - financier and his
knowledge of baseball.” :

‘1 and

‘Barnstorming came into being at this
time and Manager Wright arranged a
series of road games taking the greater
Fart of October and going as far South
as Richmond, Va.. where ‘he exhlbition
series ended. On the «day following
the close of the champlonzhip season
the Grays were given a benefit game at
Messer Park with about 400 spectators
present and about twice that number
of tickets sold. It was a cold day apd
the Grays decfeated Cleveland, 13 to 1.

In this. game the Providence admirers
of Radbourne gave him a gold watch
and chain. with a 810 gold plece as a
charm. The presentation was made by
Richmond, who umpired the game.
Radbourne modestly lifted his cap and
returned to the fleld. The present cost
more than $200.

The reserve list was announced Oct.
! ‘Included Radbourne, Gilligan,
Start, Denny, Csrroll, Sweeney, Nava,
Farrell, Irwin, Hines and Richmond.

A speclal mceting of the Providence
Assoclation was held Oct. 5 to hear the
report of the committee appointed to
look Into the matter of stock and con-
tributions. Messrs.. Root and Snow
read a detalled report, in which it was
thown that an over-issue of stock to
the amount of $25 had been made, the
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S The. mamvfomhe gredt teanmrT
1884 were well laid, although much se-
crecy was used by ®he new officlals
Little' news was permitted to leak ouc.
for some unknown reason the directors
gliving little to the public. - Publicity
was succeeded by mystery. The notice
of the. negotiations with ¥*rank Ban-
croft was made public, together with
the probabllity that he would be signed
toa contract to mdnage'the Grays that
year.” Hdarry Wright had.deflnitely cast
his lot with Philadelphia, although he
could have remained in Provldence had
he wished,

Local fans, or rooters as they were
‘known 40-odd years ago, listened with
ears to the ground.for something defi-
nite about the team. But in marked
contrast to the policy of previous years,
especially of. the two preceding years
when meetings were held about evary
week .with Indignation conferences of
‘the’ Stockholders .every day on street
corners; local ~ followers Of baseball
listeneq in vain for news.

One probable reason for the silenc)
‘wag the frictlon between some of the
officers 'and directors. This wus carc-
fully covered, but was known to -be
‘true. The main trouble seems to have
been caused by -the difference cf opih-
fon of the previous summer -over the

proposed 10U per cent. dividenun. About
the first siews Providence rooters nad af
what. had been done about’ the 18r4
.team or what players'Manager Bancroft
bad signed came through the publica-
.tion" of & letter from him early in
March : stating that he had arrangad
a Southern trip for the team and giv-
‘Ing a long list of dates for exhibition
games. -

1

" Radford Rcplaces Cassidy

Another pleasing piece of news re-
jealed by the letter was that Paul Rad-
ord of. the 1883 Boston champions had

been signed, this being the first ink-
1ing anybody here had that the colt
outfielder-of the Boston team hud been
released by the Reds and signed by
‘Providence. He was signed to take the

place af Cassid
pha

In right fleld, tRat
v up “Bageball Tar
business. The Iews was recelved with
great joy in Providence, as Radford had
played..a wonderful game for Boston
and was a factor in the winning of the
pennant. Why Boston let Radford go
was never explained.

It was not generally known until
late In the {fall that Bancroft had
signed, but the news met with satis-
faction in all quarters, as he was con-
sidered an experienced manager of ex-
cellent business ability and with plenty

21 shares in question having been hon-
estly Issued and properly recorded. The
error was the result of the several
changes in administration and officers
of the assoclation, the report read.

To overcome this and bring the cap-
ftal stock to the limit named in the
charter, $10,000, ‘a resolution was
passed authorizing * the treasurer -to
purchase at par from any stockholder
owning more than four shares as much
as may be offered. not to exceed $3000.

George Flint was elected President,
and C. Fred Crawford was elected to
the place on the board of directors
made vacant by Mr. Flint's advance-
ment. J. Edward Allen was elected
chalrman of the board of. directors.
This meeting set everything In order
and plans were at once put in motion
toward assembling a teem for thé 1834
season, destined to be the greatest In
the history of the assoclation, and to
make history in more ways than' éne.
Confidence returned and, although the
season with all its dicrappointments was
scarcely over, Providence fans began
talking of the great team promised for
the next year. '

of baseball bralns.
land man. i 2

The close of the 1883 season had set
the local rooters by the ears, but for
all that there was considerable inter-
est in the long barnstorming trip
through the South. President Allen
went with the team and continued
with the players for the entire trip. He
reported on his return that the Provi-
dence nine everywhere was considered
the best In the United States. The
Grays playd 13 games on the road, win-
ning 10. The final game at St. Louls
was played In 65 minutes, as the play-
ers had made aTrangements to go home
that night and. al wanted to catch
early trains. ' - .,x

Following this. St. Louls game the
team disbanded, Defny, Sweeney and
Nava' went to Callfornla; Carroll and
Radbourne to Bloomington, 11l Far-
rell to Newark: Cassidy to Brooklyn,
and Irwin to Bostgn, Hines, Start and
Gllligan returned.’to Providence. Presi-
dent Allen was not idle on this trip,
as when he returned he handed in th=
signed contracts of Radbourne, Denny,
Sweeney, Nava, Ferrell, Irwin and Car-
roll. Cassidy had about made .up his
mind to abandon baseball for business
and did not sign. Later he was rea
leased by the club, .

Hines, Gilligan and Start signed
later. President Allen also announced
the partial prdmise of a pitcher and
catcher to be.‘Bigned later, but who
the players werg. was never disclosed,
as they. did not tome.

Gets Copy -of Agreement

' Early in. November, Prestdent George
Flint received a copy of the agreement
entered into by the National Leafgue
“the Amerlcan | Assoclation _ and - the
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Northwestern League, the only baseball
leegues of any importance in the coun-
try, agreeing to appoint a8’ board cof
a.rbitration to ~take " up any matters
commop any twa.of t. clpgls.
This was the first agreement entered
into between basepall ledgues and was
the forerunner of the present National
Agreement on which the llfe of organ-
ized basebal] depends.

This agreement greatly strengthened
the hands of club owners and was the
pioneer piece of legislation oni which
the present prosperity of baseball was
bullt. Clubs were sure of their play-
ers, territory, and all other points, vital
to the conduct of the game. The agree-
ment took d&re of all contracts be-
tween clubs and players, the arrange-
ment of exhibition games between
teams of one league and those of an-
other, and 'in general covered the same
ground as the present National Agree-
ment, It was really the beginning of
constructive legislation, made ngées-
sary by experlence, and without .®¥hich
it is doubtful if baseball as now con-
ducted would have survived

FRANK C{BANCROFT
Signed’ as mnnang of, Grays of .1884.
He Jed them o ch_amplohshlp.

The players objected strongly to the‘
agrecement, but it was pointed out that
the matter was really more in the inter-~
cst of the player than of the clubs. It:
was claimed- that i1t put a check on:
clubs {n the larger cities, where money
was more plentiful and which were
able to offer larger sums for services
than the smaller places. Clubs of citles
like New York and Chicago were cited
as horrible examples of this abuse of
the rights of the smaller fry. It meant
a lot of high salarled players out of a
job after a year or two of fat con-
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tracts, the promoters claimed, if -this
agreement were not made. It provided
also for the suspension of any reserved
player ‘'who refused to sign with the
club reserving him, going so far as to
make the suspension - permanent in
case of absolute refusal of the play-
ers |
Contracts were limited in thelr life
to the period between April 1 and Oct.
31 of each year, with -no contract to
be made with -any player for the suc-
ceeding season previous to Oct. 10 of
sny year, but clubs must publish by

Sept. 25 of each year a list of 11 re-:

served players in order to hold them.
A pecullar rule appeared In the agree-
ment to the effect that the low limit
of ‘salarles should be $1000 per season
for the players in the National League
and American Association, and 8750 in
the Northwestern League, a smaller or-
ganization,

Umplires, Managers Included.

For the first time in the history .of
baseball the agreement affected um-
pires and managers, providing for the
regular signing of umpires and man-
agers like that of players. Severe penal-
ties were provided In case any team
broke the_agpeement, or played another
team havi
or expelled player of either of the par-
tles to the agreément.

The arbitration committee consisted
of three representatives from each
league party to the agreement. While
some of the provisions of the agreement
were vague and illogical, particularly
that part pertaining to high-salaried
players being out of jobs after a sea-
son or two, it was a start in the right
direction and may have saved baseball,
as before the negotiations were begun
pirating of players was threatened by
the American Assoclation, and the Na-
tional League threatened retallation,

Until the adoption of the agreement
the Providence directors were in a
quandary, as about every Providence
player had been approached by .agents
of the American Association and a few
of the independent clubs in some of the
larger cities. But with. the agreement
in force the club went ahead and one
of the points discussed was the doubl-
ing of the capltal atock ralsing it to
$20,000.

From the close ot the chanipionship
season uhtil'the aanual _meeting of the

club in January, little news was forth-
coming concerning the team for the
season .of 1884. As usual It was an-
nounced that the club would put a
championship team in the fleld, but
the additional statement was made that
because of the new agreement the club
would go ahead and sign a few high
salarled men who would undoubtedly

make the &°am a ‘pennant winner. Pauj
Radford was the only new playe:
signed, and he was not the highest
salaried man on the team by a whole
lot, but the pennant winning team wat
produced just the same.

Treasury Flourishing

Things were not particularly pleas-
ant in the inner circles of the club as
was demonstrated at the annual meet-
ing Jan. 30, 1884. Only 18 stockholders
were present of 75 on the 'books. In
the absence. of the president, Col. J.
Lippitt Snow acted as temporary chalr-
man. The report of Marsh Mead showed
the treasury to be in a flourishing con-
dition, the best since the club was or-
ganized.

The ﬂgures though large in .those
days, will cause a smile to cross the
faces of modern baseball owners, even
to a league of the size of the Eastern.
Th report showed that the admissions
at Messer Park during 1883 turned $26,-
871.15 into the¢ till, which .was sup-
plemented by 81956.50 received through
the sale of seasontickets. Other small
items swelled the income of the club
to about $29,000 from home games. On
the road the Grays were paid $19,-
165.45, the largest sum pald any visit-
ing team in the league. The total-in-
come of ‘the club for 1883 was 851,
398.45, a sum so low that it would
bankrupt King Bader's Grays of this
year.

On the other side the report showed
that salaries pald took 821,700.65 of the
income, and that visiting teams were
pald $9242.82, leaving a surplus of
nearly 810,000, after travelling expenses
and other minor items had been de-
ducted. This sum just about balanced
the amount the Grays were pald on
the road In excess of money paid visit-
ing clubs here. A total of 61,341 paid
admission to the games at Messer Park
that year, ¥

To show how the d'fferent teams drew
in Providence it might be stated that
Boston was paid 82103, Chicago was
paid 81961, Cleveland $18268, New York
81065, Detroit $784, Buffalo 8763 and
Philadelphia 8549,

On motion of Henry T. Root the
treasurer was authorized to issue new
stock to the amount of 8$10.000. New
stockholders accepted were James M.
Palmer, James H. Bugbee, John Heath-
cote, Edward P. Chapin, George J. West,
Benjamin A,. Gage, Jeflrey Hazard,
Walter- R. Stiness, Herbert R. Wood,
Frank F. Carpenter and J. E. Roberts,
all well known business men of Provi-
dence and vicinity.

Henry T. Root was elected president,
Marsh Mead treasurer, and C. F.-1
Crawford, J. Edward . Allen, Stillman
White, Willlam 8mith and T. C. Peck-
ham as a board of directors.

a
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- ‘What - wes'ithen; in the spring of
1884, a: radical departure in tralning
basebalf teams was made by the Provi-
dence’ club. : Heretofore teams had
trained -at home, the matter of getting
into conditlon in the South not being
thought of. Some of the teams, In-
cluding the-Grays, had in previous sea-
sons played a few games in the near
South, but only after a preliminary sea-
son Of tralning at home. But the
.Providence directors made another
original move, and many of the cus-
.toms of baseball now in general use
and considered vitally necessary were
first tfaunched i{n Providence. This city
was the birthplace of many things now
commgu in the national game.

Farly In March President Root re-
celved & letter from Manager Bancroft
with the information that he had ar-
ranged an ambltlous southern trip for
the Grays and that the players would
leave Boston, March 26, by steamer,
bound for. the first stopping place on
the trip, Norfolk, Va. Letters had been
sent to all the players and replies in-
.dicated all would be on hand.

‘fHfs first real SBouthern training trip
ever taken by a big league team was
scheduled to start at Portsmouth, Va.,
with the team of that place, two games
being on the card for April 1 and 2.
From that city the dates took the Grays
to Richmond for games April 3. 4 and
5; to Washington for contests on April
7, 8 and 9, and from the capital city
to Baltimore, Lancaster. Pa.. wWilming-
ton, Del., Trenton, N. J., Reading, Pa.,
Harrisburg, Brooklyn, New York with

thn WlAtrARANtane amnA it Vala ot

New Haven for the flnal game on the
way home.

The Grays were to open the exhibi-
tlon season at Messer Park April 28,
but the opposing team had not been
selected, although the Brown Univer-
sity team usually got the opening
dates. .

At the Natlonal League meeting early
in the winter a change was made In the
rule for called balls, reducing the num-
ber to glve a batsman his base from
seven to six. Manager Bancroft com-
mented on this change in his letter.
glving as his opinion that the rule
would help Radbourne and Galvin. but
would hurt Whitney and Corcoran.

That Manager Bancroft was strictly
on to his job was Indicated that. in
addition to “arranging the Southern
tralning trip he had decided on a new
departure In the matter of scorecards
to be sold at Messer Park. He pro-
posed to {llustrate the front cover of
the card with lithographed portraits of
the players done In colors, the play-
ers to be pictured in uniform and in
actlon. This idea took splendidly with
the public, and the cards being works
of art, they met with a ‘ready cale.
Many Providence people kept the en-
tire collectlon, and the writer had one
set, but- the thlef of time, or some

other variety of robber, broke in and
took away the prized possession, else
they would be used to lllustrate this
little story. ‘

The engagement of Paul Radford of
the 1883 Boston champlons, was also
announced !n the letter, and the ad-
ditional Information was given that

Charley Bassett of Pawtucket, together
Wttt AT amA TAnece had heen add-

ed to the Grays' roster, Bancroft de-
claring the engagement of this trio of
brilllant ‘youngsters would . fill* the
places of. any player in dispute, He
closed by saying he could see no rea-
son why the Grays should not capture
the champlonship In the season: . to
come. ; :

This last expression of opinfon of
Manager Bancroft served to set the clty
agog, notwithstanding the same expres-
slons by former managers which never
came to pass. But the Grays of 1884
proved what the Grays oL the past four
seasons did not—they were real cham-
plons and showed Manager Bancroft to
be a truth speaker.

But llke al] good things in baseball
the plans of Manager Bancroft did not
work out so well as expected and he
was forced to change his plans some-
what for the southern trip..8ome hitch
occurring over the game carded for
Portsmouth, the Virginia League club
falling to raise the guarantee, called
the opening games of the trip off. Be-
cause of this the proposed trip to Nor-
folk, salling from Boston, was cancelled,
and a’game was arranged with Brown
Unlversity for March 29,

All the players with the exception
of Jack Farrell, Denny and Hines re-
ported before the game and practically
the regular line-up of.the Grays took
the fleld agalnst the college team. the
Grays winning 10 to 9. . The Grays
batted In this'order: Start. lb: Irwin,
s. s.. Radbourne ,2b, p.; Carroll. 1. f.;
Murray, c.; Nava. 3b.: Radford, p., 2b.;
Robinson..r. f.. Smith, a. {.

The Brown llne-up was: Scagrave, c.
£« RBhell r f: Roweatt 2h: Chace. 1b:

Clarke, ‘c.; Gunderson, p.; Doron, 2b.;
Shiel, 1. £.; Wadsworth, 8. s.

At this time Manager' Bancroft was
notified that the Portsmouth Club,
which had cancelled the opening game
there with the Grays, had advertised
it would play the Washington Natlon-
als a member of the outlaw Unlon
League. Bancroft at once warned the
officlals of the Portsmouth Club .that
as the Washington Natlonals was an
outlaw .team {f the Virginians went
through with the game the Portsmouth
Club would be forever Warred from
playing any .team in the National
League, American Assoclation and the
Northwestern League, as well as in the
Eastern League, of which the Ports-
mouth Club was itself a member. What
effect, if any, the letter had Is un-
known, as nothing more was heard of
the event.

Manager Bancroft announced at this
time that he was In communication

+with a young plitcher of promise who

would be engaged, provided he didn't
ask the City Hall for signing. Probably
he asked as much as that, for he was
not engaged. The idea was to have
a man handy if either, Radbourne or
Sweeney became incapacitated.

But as an offset to the loss of the
youngster it was found that Radford
could pitch, and his work in the game
agalnst Brown was loudly pralsed by
Providence fans. He displayed all
curves and other things used by pitch-
erss of the time. Brown made only
two _runs while he was in the box, but
landed scven from Radbourne’s dellv-
ery in the last four innings. Murray
caught the entire game and did well.

The Grays started on thelr south-
ern trip that night and had a success-
ful journey, playing at Hampton Roads,
Richmond., Washington, but. not witih
the Nationals, Baltimore. Lancaster,
Pa., Trenton, Reading. Pa., Harrisburgh,
Brooklvn. N. Y.. with the Metropolitans
of the American Association, ‘windirg
up with a game at New Haven, April
26. . Y

All missing players joincd the team
whiler on the road, Farrell b&ing the
last to report, and then, only on per-
emptory order. During. the trip 21
games. were played, and not counting
a forfeited game at Brooklyn. each was
a victory for the Grays. The money
return was good and the trip more
than paid for 1it.selffrom a financial
standpoint as well as putting the play-
ers In splendid condition to start the
championship season. At some of tl.=
games more than 3000 spectators
cheered the Grays.

While at Richmond, Msanager Ban-
croft wrote President Root that before
leaving Providence all the players vol-
untarily promised to keep strictl% tem-
perate while on the trip, and on his re-
turn he declared every man had kept
his pledge. Sweeney bore the burden of
the pitching during the trip. as Rad-
bourne complained of a lame arm. Paul
Radford pltched some of the game:s
and was highly pralsed by Manage:-
Bancroft.

~On returning to Providence Manager
Bancroft waxed eloquent over the
superb pitching of Sweeney, this being
the advance news of what a grea’
pitcher Sweeney was later to become.
Had things been pleasant for Sweency
during the entire season :3 1s probable
he would today be considered one of
the greatest pltchers the national game
ever produced. More of this later.
Sweeney's drops and curves were de-
scribed by Bancroft as the most mar-
vellous he had ever seen.

Radford showed this early in his ca-
reer that he was the outstanding play-
er on the Providence nine in fleetness
of foot and agllity in base running.
The Grays reported in Providence in
splendld form, with every man .in
shape to start the champlonship sea-
son.™ April 30 wasg taken up with an!
exhibition game at New Bedford, Man-'
ager Bancroft's home town.

A few days before the opening of
the champlonship season here.and In
Boston the enemies of baseball here
and In other sections, and In some
quarters at that time baseball was
linked with theatres by certain people
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as a sure road to ruin, were greatly
cheered by an address made in Cam-
bridge by President Ellot of Harvara
College. He sald: “I think it a wretch-
ed game, but as an object of ambli-
tion for the youths to go to college,
really it 18 a little weak. ‘There are
only nine men who can play the game,
and there are 950 students in Harvard,
and out of the nine there are but two

desirable positions, I understand—
pitcher d catcher—so there 1s little
chance fOr the youth to gratify hls am-

bition. I call it one of the worst
games, although I know it is called the
national game of the,United States.”

Presldent Ellot's remarks were widely
quoted, but soon were forgotten, and

Low far wrong he was in his opinion
has been shown for upwards of half
a century of baseball progress.

The only setback on the trip was at
Brooklyn, when a dispute arose that
ended the second game with the Ameri-
can Association team there. The Na-
tlonal League rule permitted the pitch-
er to serve the ball to the batsman in
any way he saw fit, -but the Associa-
tion still clung to the old rule that.the
hand In swinging forward must pass
below the shoulder. In the first game.
Sweeney was permitted to throw the

. ball as he chose and the Grays won,

but in this second game the Brooklyn
manager insisted that the game was
being played under Associlation rules

and refused to permit Sweeney to pitch
fiom over his shoulder.

Radford had pitched a part of the
:ame and was hit hard. At the end
of the sixth inntng Brooklyn led, 10
to 8. Sweeney started to pitch in the
seventh and as he threw the ball from
over his shoulder the umpire called
three foul” balks, each foul- balk send-
ing a batter to first base. The dlspute
waxed warm and finally resulted fn"¥H&
Grays leaving the fleld and the umplre
gave the game to Brooklyn by & scorg
of 9 to 0. The third scheduléd gamd
with Brooklyn . was cancelled. :

Returning to Providence the Grays
defeated Brown, 15 to 6. In this game
a young pitcher named McDonough, a
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Major league baseball In Providence
reached its peak in 1884. All previous
seasons were eclipsed, and this seventh
year in the big show did more to put
Providence fn the beseball Hall of Fame
than all the years that went before, or
came afterward. The QGrays not only
won the Natlonal League pennant for
the second time, but won _ the first
World Series. Radbourne set a record
for pitching and winning consecutive
games that has never been approached
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and probably never will be. Sweeney,
ralthough with the team but a.part of
thé season, made--a strike-out record
that still stands, defying the onslaughts
«0f hundreds of pltchers for more than
43 seasons. It is generally conceded
among baseball men everywhere that
the Providence team of 1884 was one
0! the greatest teama ever organized.

“ The season started In any way but
a8 a success. The result of the opening
game, May 1, was a bitter dlsappoint-
ment to the stockholders, and a sur-

prise to everybody concerned. To begin
with, Cleveland won the game by a
score of 3 to 1; but that wask a minor
consideration to the attendance figures,

for where preparations had been made
for a capacity crowd, the outfleld roped
oft for the expected throngs, and ex-
cursions arranged from Worcester and
other places at reduced fares, but 2395
pald to see the game.

Light batting prevalled, the Grays
hitting McCormick for but three hits,
one a double by Hines. The Grays lost
at least one run by careless base run-
uing, and, accotding to the Providence
Journal's report the next day, ‘“showed
signs of nervousness.”

Sweeney was given the game and his
work was admirable, He fanned eight
men, including three in a row In the
second Iinning. He allowed nine hits,
all for one base, and should have won
the game. Radford’s work in right
field was brilllant and the feature of



Boston amateur, was given.a trial in.
the box, but failed to Impress Managg:
Bancroft. . In the second game, & ds¥
or two later, Providence tried out Jo
Cattanach in the box agalnst Browm
John was well lgnown about Providenc

ity and possessed of a wealth of s
as a pitcher. But he was very wild an
was removed to lgt Radford finfish: th
game. Cattanach was kept on the. pa¥
roll, however, for several weeks. 'J.'h
Grays won this game, 11 to,6. - *t

The traln!ng season closed’ Aprl). 80}
when the Grays went to:New. Bedf
and defeated the team of ‘that plqce‘
17 tec 5.

o

Providence Grays

of

1884

Sitting, left to right: Bernard Gilligan, c.; Paul Radford, r.f.; Vincent
Nava, c. Standing, left to right: Charley Radbourne, p; Charley Sweeney,
p; Miah Murray, p.; Jerry Denny, 3b.; Paul Hines, c.f.;Frank Bancroft,
manager; Joe Start, 1b; Charley Bassett, utility infielder; John Catannach
p.; Cliff Carroll, l.f., Arthur Irwin, s.s.; Jack Farrell, 2b.

It was well for the team that th?
Southern training trip’ was takemn;:as|
the weather in Providence.thag apring?
was cold and wet and the players wouxd
have had to wlo most of their work m.]
doors. The weather in the Sout rdRy
fine. While the team Was on the 5
the directors made a lot of changes an
improvements in the stands and-on’ the;
fleld at Messer Park, icluding ;-3 wel
comed change In the press box. °

Just before the opening of the sea~
son consternation was thrown into the
rooters of Providence by the announce~
ment that the new unifarms for- the.
season were of a drab color with blue
trimmings, thus doing away with the

famous gray. To appease somewnat the
popular clamor against the change,f!'o'm:
the time-honoreq gray, it was ‘fan-
nounced that the gray sults would a‘”
saved as A change uniform.’

Elaborate plans were made for open-
Ing day, State and city officlals and
prominent men of the city belng in-
vited to attend *“to give the audlence a
representative color.” Excursions were
also arranged on the rallroads Irom va-
rious points.

the contest. He made several grand
running catches and completed a dou-
ble play with Farrell that saved one
run, and later threw a man out at the
plate.

Douhle Play

In the double play with Farrell, Rad-
ford took the ball In territory that
should have been covered by Hines.
With a man on,  second. base, Muldoon
lifted a iy high over Hines’s head that
he misjudged, but Radford pulled It
down, spolling a potential home run,
and then threw to Farrell to double
the runner, who was half way home
~#hen the ball was caught, probably
saving two runs.

The first run of the game was made
in "the seventh inning, when Murphy
got his third scratch hit of the game
and reached second when 8tart threw
wild to Farrell as they had Murphy in
a trap btween the bases. Muldoon hit
past .Furrell and Hines fumbled and

then threw past Denny, Mutphy scor-
ing. . In the eighth mnlng with- two
out, Glasecock singfed and made gecond

_on a wild pitch, ¢rossing the plate on

& hit by Phillips to centre that Hines

fumbled, Philifps. making third. Mur-
phy hit safely .to right fleld and Phil-
1ips-#an ‘Yor ‘the: plate. - Radford gath-

ered the ball and, on a peg that bound-
ed squarely into Gilligan’s hands, en-
abled the catcher to nip the runner as
he slid In,

For the first seven innings, Provi-
dence got but five men to fifst base,
including passes and other things. The
ninth inning opened so well that the
crowd rose to its feet and cheered wlild-
ly. Gllligan began with a hit and
reached second on Murphy's muff of
Radford’'s fly and scored the first run
for the Grays when Farrell hit safely to
right fleld. In the meantime Hines
went out on & pop fly., With a run in,

two on and only one out, it looked as
if the game would be saved B

Evans threw the ball in, but Murphy
dropped it and Radford took third, but
was caught 'at the plate on a fast re-
turn by Philllps from Start’'s grounder.
Farrell reached third on this play, but.
falled in his attempt to scaore the tying
run, an attempted double steal, with
Start, Briogy to Ardner to Brlody, end-’
ing the game.

_.

Umpire “Roasted”

All through the contest the crowd
“roasted” Umpire Burns, & brother of
Tom Burns of the White Stockings, His
decisions on balls and strikes were re-
sented and his base decisions were bad.
If any man on the field was nervous {t
was the umplire.
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The box score of this game follows:

CLEVELAND PROVIDENCE

ab lbpoae ablbpoae
Hotalingm. 4 0 1 0 0| Hinesm.. 41001
Glasscock,2. 4 2 3 3 1' Farrell,2,, 31231
Phillips,l.... 4 2101 O] Start.1. 40711
Murphy.l.. 4 410 1} Sweeneyp 200131
Muidoon3, 3 1 5 2 1l Irwins... 2002 0
Evans,r..... 2 011 0Denny,3... 30100
Ardner, $8..3 0 2 4 0] Carroll,l.. 30000
MCormick,p 3 0 0 4 3j Omiganc 311001
Briod¥,c.... 3 0 4 0 1| Radford,r. 3 0421
Totals .30 92719 7 Totals 27 32411 6

Two-base hits—Hlnes. Struck out—
By Sweeney 8. by McCormick 3. Base
on balls—By Sweeney 2, by McCormick
5..Double play—Muldoon and Fhillips;
Radford and Farrell, Time—1h. 35m.
Umplire—Burns, )

On this opening day, Boston defeated
Buffalo & to 3, Philadelphia downed
Detroit 13 to 2 and New York whipped
Chicago 15 to 3. The attendance =t
New.York passed the 15,000 mark, the

total attendance for the day being
about 24,000.-
B )

HARRY WRIGHT

Manager of the Irovidence Grays for
severa] seasons during the days when
the sledding was tough.

Radbourne went to the box for tte
second game and was the master cf
Cleveland at all stages. He hecld the
visitors to filve singles and was giveun
brilllant support by his mates, his own
two errors being supplemented by one
by Glilligan: but one of “Rad’s” was a
base on balls, the other a wild -peg 1o
first, while Gilligan’s slip was a paseed
ball. Sweeney was played in right fleld
as a precaution, Radbourne stiIl suffer-
ing with a slight lameness in his shoul-
der. Radford “played" on the turnstile
that day.

Boston, Phlladelphla -and New York
again registered victories. The Boston
fans took an incident in this secord
game as a bad omen, a8 Dan Brouthcrs
hit the pennant pole on the iy for a
three-base hit. Perhaps it was a bad
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omen, as Boston was hardly dangerous
after the first few weeks.
Teams Shift

The teams shifted for the third day

and Buffalo was handed a 3 to 0_shut-’

out at Messer Park. Sweeney was agaln
in the box and displayed a sample ot
his skill that was later to ra.se h'm
to the greatest heights. He held the
Buffalo team to one hit, a singl=? by Big
Dan Brouthers that was - scratchy
enough and might have been chalked
up as an error ' without damaging
Brouthers a cent’s worth. Brouthe:s

was the only man in a Buffalo uniform
to reach first base during the .entire

game. Nine Bisons: fell before Swee-
ney’'s curves, but not a ‘man walked
and the Grays made no errors.

This was the second "time Sweeney
was robbed of a chance to join the
no-hit-no-run circle. As Blg Dan was
caught napping by Sweeney on a quick
peg to Start, but 27 Buffalo men went
to bat.

Radford opened the sixth inning with
a single and was followed by Hines with
another bingo to safe territory. Both
advanced on a wild pltch. Farrell’s
single scored Radford, Hines golng t¢
third. Farrell stole setond, and, after
Start had been thrown out, both
crossed the plate on Irwin’'s single to
left centre.” No more scoring was done.
On the same day, Boston, New York
and Phlladelphia won.

The opening week’'s play was surpric-
ing from' several angles, notabiy-the fine:
showing of New York and Philadelphia.
. Providence defeated Ruffalo in the
second game, this ‘time by a 5 to 2
score in a light-hitting game. Buffalo
presented a Boston boy in the, box; this
being his first game in fast company;

at -
‘x%e"%“}; rc‘;‘x’xag‘ p ‘er‘ n%ehf)agse%r t?x%

first three Grays to face ‘'him, but got
the next two without a run sifting
over, but Denny Hhit safely to score
Hlnes and Farrell,

Serad was Sent to right fleld and the
veteran - Jim O'Rourke went into the
box and, although he gave the Grays
nothing but straight balls, he got away
with 1t pretty well. Radbourne pitched
for Providence and gave Buffalo but
five hits, and in addition made a three-
base hit, for Radbourne' was a greal
hitter, for a pitcher. Boston and New
York agaln won, but Philadelphia's
streak wags’ broken by Chicago.

Boston Loses

The schedule was so arranged that
the teams scheduled to play at Boston
and Providence alternated between the
two cities with two games In each in
each half series. The third Cleveland
game was postponed by rain, but Buf-
falo 'broke Boston's clean record by
winning, 3 to 2, Galvin holding Boston
to one hit, a two-bagger by Hornung.
In this game, the Boston rooters roast-~
ed Galvin, advising him to return the

overcoat given him the previous fall by
the Reds for beating the Grays.

Raln also prevented the finishing of
the secard game of the Cleveland half
series, but Boston got square with Buf-
falo by winning, 7 to 0, in a five-innin_:
game. In the four fnnlngs the game
at Messer Park lasted, the Grays had
piled up seven runs, while the visitors
had falled to score. .

Manager Hackett of the Clevelands
several times protested to Umplre
Burng against playlng the game in the
rain, but Burns refused to listen, al-
though rain was falllng steadily. A
slight let-up in the rain and in Hack-
ett’s protests was the signal for Burns
to call time. The Cleveland players,
under orders from Manager Hackett,
gathered up . their belongings and
walked out of the ocarriage gate as if
Intending to take their bus. But, in-
stead of boarding the bus, they re-
turned to the park and began playing
leap frog and doing the hbp. skip and
jump. But the rain fell in torrents
agaln, and centinued through.the fol-
lowing day.

On May 9, the Buffaloes returned and
a game was played, although the park
was little more than a sea of mud. The
Grays won, 3 to 1, Radbourne and Gal-
vin pitching great ball, “Rad” allowing
flve hits,.one a double by O'Rourke,
while Galvin was nicked for but four,
including a two-bagger by Hines,

Brilllant Flelding

Both teams flelded brilllantly, sav-
ing ‘the pitchers repeatedly Buffalo
got away to a great start, but 1t petered
out ‘early. The Bisons got three on the
bases In the first inning with but cne
out, :O'Rourke drawing a pass, followed
by Richardson ahd Brouthers with =in-
gles, But Radbourne speeded up and
forced Jim White to hit into a double
play, ending the threat.>; In the Grays’
half, Hines opened with+ia double to
left centre and made third when Rowe
missed Start's third  strikg, giving Joe
first. Start stole secorld’ and scored
behind Hines when Radbourne drove
a hit to right. Denny's walk and
Carroll's single fllled the bases, but
no more scoring was cdone, as Gllligan
went out for the third out.

At the end of the second week of the
season, New York held first place with
five worl and none lost; Boston was
second with six won and one lost;
Providence third with four victorles
and one defeat; Philadelphia fourth
with three and two; Chicago fifth with"
two and three; Buffalo and Cleveland
tied with onevictory and five defeats,
for sixth place. Detroit had lost all its
five starts,

In these flve games In Providence,
Radbourne had pitched three and
Sweeney - two; Radbourne had allowed
15 ringles and one double and fanned
10, while Sweeney gave nine hits, each
for one base, and struck out 17,
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The mighty Chicago White Stockings
next appeared at Messer Park and took
a 9 to 1 beating, Sweeney pitching. He
allowed the White Stockings but six
.hits, one of therh for two bases. The
Grays went after Corcoran with every
gun doubled shotted, tearing off 11 safe
hits, of which Denny is credited with
a three-bagger and Farrell and Sweeney
each with 'a double. In this game,
Nava made one hit and struck out four
times. " .

Bitter feelings continued between
Boston and Providence and the Boston
papers hammered the Providence scribes
for roasting Umpire Burms, - But the
following -Bunday, after Burns had of-
ficlated in the Saturday game at Bos-
ton, the Herald came out with a screed
as follows: ~ “Umpire Burns will prob-
ably have a few spare hours today and
he cannot improve them to better ad-
vantage in his posing than by studying
the rules and thoroughly digesting
them.”

Thlngs took on a peculiar appearance
as the third week opened, the . losing
teams making but one run among them
in the Arst day of the week, Chicago shut
out the .Grays 5 to 0, Bogton used the
brush on Detroit 7 to 0 and New York
winning 4.to 0 from Cleveland. . The
only losing team to score was Buffalo,
which ylelded to Philadelphia, 12 to 1.

Although the Grays had lost but one
game previously, the scribes roasted
them to a frazzle for losing this second
tilt with Chicago, notwithstanding two
other teams were shut out on the same
day. - "Useleuq alr agitation” was what
the Providence Journal baseball -writer
called the efforts of the Grays, although
but. two men struck out. They made
threa slngles_ and- a . double,, but the
flelding was wretched, 10 errors being
charged to'the team. - “Spiritless fleld-
ing,' thé Journal man sald the next
day.,

Kelly Again Panned

Kelly was again panned for some of
his sly tricks that he pulled contin-
uously without much Interference from
the umpires and none from:his club,
“Conspicuous " sneak Of the White
Stockings committed one of -his con-
temptible tricks in forcibly obstrueting
Radfotd on the base line and calling
down. hisses and malédictions from the
spectators.” Umpire McLean was forced
to‘do something and fined Kelly 85 and
allowed - Radford : his base.. But he
evened’ matterg by fining Farrel] 85 for
to<:l much talk over a decision at.sec-
on

Although the team was In'a winning
mood, with Glilligan and Nava catching
pennant ball, a demand went up from
the rooters that Murray be given a
chance behind the bat, it being some of
the same old talk of ¢ther years when the
spectators tried to run Bancroft's team
for him. “Murray Is being used malinly
as a bulwark for Cattanach to pounce

on,” ‘wroté the Providence Journal
scribe, adding: “Murray should be
used more in games so in case of In-
jury to Gillligan or Nava he would be
avallable.”

Detroit came to Messer Park and
dropped a game to Providence, 4 to 1,
due largely to “wild pitching, loose
flelding and inability to hit Sweeney.”
The Detrolt players could get but flve
hits off S8weeney two of them doubles
by Bennett and Gelss. Sweeney made
the only error charged to Providence,
v,hﬂe 10 were tharged to Detroit.

“ The gecond Detroit game was a pip-
pin and fringed on a National League
record, the Grays winning, 25 to 3. In
this game, the Grays made a near-
record in the hitting line for Messer
Park, 23 hits, with a total of 29, cor-
ralled off Weldman and Gelss, being
only second to the 25-37 made off Bona
and Manning in the famous 24 to §
game In 1878.

Every man on the Providence team
made one or more hits, Start being the
only player to make less than two.
Hines made one single and a triple,
Farrell three singles, Radbourne five
singles, Irwin a single and a double,
Denny & single and a double, Carroll
three ‘singles and one double, Gilligan
two singles and Radford one single and
one double. Radbourne allowed Detroit
five singles. In the face or this tre-
mendous hitting, Detroit mace 19 er-
orrs.

Chicago Falls.

Chicago returned to Messer Park the
following day and fell before the Grays,
" to 6, the hitting by both teams being
‘light, each getting but six hits each, for
one bage. But the error column! Provi-
dence s charged with 13 errors and
Chicago with 181.The game should
never have been played. as 1t was three
i times held up - because of rain and
darkness. Mike Kelly again was an ob-
ject of derision by the Providence fans,
a large attendance .hooting him
throughout the game, and, in addi-
tion, he was fined 8¢5 by Umpire Mc-
Lean for bagck talk,

It 1s passing strange why Kelley
stooped to the many dirty tricks he was
gullty of during his entire career on
the diamond, when he was really the
hest player {n the National League, and
the game has developed few, if- any,
better all-around players than this
same Mike Kelly. In this Chicago game
Billy S8unday played right fleld- and
made three errors. The same day New
York won its 11th straight victory by
defeating Cleveland, 7 to 1.

In the fourth Chlcago game, the la.at
ot the series, Sweeney's great pitching
was the feature, the White Stockings
getting but four singles and one dou-
ble off his dellvery, providence win-
ning, 4 to 1, On the same day, De-
troit won its first champlonship game
of the season, beating Boston, 4 to 2,
Shaw holding the Bostons to four hits

one a double. The Reds played error-
less ball, = remarkable feat for those
days of no gloves .and proneness of
scorers to charge a player with an -er-
ror if he barely touched the ball with
one finger. ‘New York won' its 12th
stralght by beating Cleveland, 6 to 3.
By this time, the New York team had
the whole country by the ears, and
Immense crowds swermed to the Polo
Grounds.

At the end of the third. Week. New
York led the National League with 12
victories and no defeats. ;, Boston was
second with 11 victorles and two de-
feats, while Providence was third with
nine games won and two lost. Phila-
delphia, under Harry Wright, showed a
great Improvement over the previous
year, having split even in 12 games
to hold fourth place. )

. Western Teams Behind .

The four Western teams had fared
poorly‘on the trip, Chicago having won
but four games against a loss of eight
to lead the second division. Buffalo
was 8ixth with three won and 10 lost,
Cleveland seventh with two games won
and nine lost, while Detroit had but
one victory In 12 starts,

Providence won the third Detroit
game by a score of 5§ to 2 in a light
hitting contest. This was an Interest-
ing battle and an extra large crowd
sat in. . In response to ‘‘an ,universal
demand by the public,”’ Manager Ban-
croft gave Murray a chance behind the
bat. He made good all the favorable
things sald of him, supporting Rad-
bourne in fine style. Because of an
injury to Joe Start, Sweeney covered
first base, faultlessly, having i3 put-
outs and one assgi{st. He also made one
hit.

May 18 was a memorable day for the.
National League, as on that day the
undefeated New York team was beaten
for the first time, dropping a game to
Buffalo, ‘to the chagrin of the New
York rooters and the many admirers
of the team.” The Bisons outplayed
New York from every angle, batted
Begley hard and at crittcal points and
demonstrated to the country that the
New Yorks could be beaten: Serad held
New York to four singles. From that
day, New York was not so formidable.

The Grays defeated: Detroit in the
fourth game of the series, 4 to 2, to
end the Western Invasion.

At this time _the mystery of the re-
lease of.Paul Radford by the Boston
club became public. The Boston pa-
pers came out with a statement by the
home management that Crowley, who
succeeded Radford in the Boston out-
field, was a better player, being su-
perior to Radford as a fielder, batter
and In general. - But a glance at the
averages at the end of the first week
shows that Crowley had a batting aver--
age of .160, while Radford’s stood at
.229. In flelding, Radford had an aver-
age of .920, as against Crowley’’s .938.

With the end of the Western club se-
ries, the Grays took boat for New York
for a series of games with the New
Yorks and Philadelphias. The first de-
feat of the New Yorks by the Buffalo
team deprived the Grays of that honor,
as for a week before the game the
Grays boasted of ‘what they would do
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to New York when they got afoul of
them. They just carried out this
boast, for in the first game on ‘he Polo
Grounds the Grays won, 2 to 1.

4000 Attend Game

More than 4000 attended the game.
Sweeney pitched and, when Start wasi
taken {11 {n the szecond inning, Rad-
bourne went to firsf base and filled
Start's shoes. In fact, the only posi-
tion Radbourne never filled with satis-
faction. wts the catcher;. he shied at
going behlnd the bat. : New York made
but five slnglea off 8weeney. and he was
given brilllant support.  The Grays hit
Welch ' for seven, including triples by
Start and Carroll. _

4

XXIX.

The Gtays arrived home from their
trip flushed with victory and decided
heroes in their home town. A flne crowd
went to Messer Park for the first day
at home and were bitterly disappointed
as New York won by a score of 10 to 8.
The game was a listless affair, neither
team showing any spirit, but of the two
the Grays were the worst offenders.

Sweeney was in poor form and the
"base hits whistled past his ears to all
corners of the park. New York col-
lected 14 hits with a total of 19 bagses,
every New Yorker getting one or more
hits. McKinnon got a double and Bmil-
ing Mickey Welch a double and a home
run. The Grays turned in 16 hits, in-
cluding a double by Hines, and a triple
by Denny. Each Providence player got
at least one hit. New York made nine
errors and Providence 12, Local fans
were dazed.

Two games were carded for Memorial
Day, the Grays playing here New York
in the morning and Philadelphia In the
afternoon, while Boston played at home
against Philadelphia in the morning
and New York In the afternoon. Provi-'
dence defeated New York in the morn-
ing game 12 to 9, both Radbourn and
Ward being hit hard, the Grays getting
16 with a 21 total, and'New York .nade
14 errors, McKinnon on first making
four. In the afternoon Philadelphia was
the attraction, Providence winning 9 to
2. Radbourn again pitched and held
the Philadelphians at bay, notwith-
standing he had pitched a hard game
In the morning and was suffering with
rheumatism in his leg, at that.

Irwin was i1l and Nava played short-"
stop. Bweeney here displayed another
of his great points, for where pre-
viously he was considered a weak hit-
ter, he developed iInto a demon with
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‘It was worse in the second .game, as
Providence won. 3:to 0, Radbourne

belrig in fine’ fettle and holdlng the
New Yorks to three. scattered singles.
Theé crowd cheéred thp Grays as they
appeared on the fleld.  Ward gave the
Grays nine singles vand one double,
Hines gétting the long hit. Ward, Con-
nors and Welsh, playing right fle'd,
were the hucky players to hit Radbourne
safely.

Hines led off with a double in the

‘thtrd inning, was sacrificed to third by

Farrell- and acored whea. =~ McKinnon
made a mess of Start's' grounder.. In
the sixth, Irwin got on through a fun'-
ble by C'onnor and Denny followed

with a’short ‘single to put him on sec-

ond. Carroll shot a long single to cen-

the stick and became the terror of op-
posing pitchers. He made three hits in

each game Memorial Day. New York

won at Boston in the afternoon. The
winning of two victorles on Memorial
Day was a record for Providence as
never before had the team taken both
holiday games. "

The effort to win two ga-mes on the
holiday was too much for the Grays
and they took the fleld against Phila-
delphia the next day badly crippled
with Radbourn limping and Irwin too
sick to play. Something alled Radford
and he was out of the game. Jack Far-
rell reported sick, but was ordered to
play and apparently was all right. Phil-
adelphia put its strongest team {n the
fleld:

At the end of nine Innings the score
stood 2 to 2. Denny opened the 10th
with a single, made second on a passed
ball and scored the winning run when
Andrews muffed Gllligan's fiy. Carroll
saved the game by making two grand
catches In left fleld.

, Grays In First Place.

June 1 the standing showed ‘the
Grays in first place with 20 victories
and but four défeats, while Boston had
won 21 and lost ﬂve and New York
‘had taken 17 and dropped eight.

‘New York jumped back to Messer
Park and lost 9 to 3, but Boston, also
won, beating Philadelphia 10-to 1,
Whitney allowing but four hits.

At the end of the first month the
Grays led the league I batting and
flelding, with Sweeney leading the
Grays' batting with .338 and Radbourn
second with .333. Farrell led the sec-
ond basemen of the country “ith the
grand average, for the days of no
gloves and loose seoring, of 9178.

A fine crowd was disappointed “-when
the Grays lost the second game to New
York 12 to 7. In this game Umplre

tre. that scored both, Denny making
three bases on the.drive and subs--
quent glow bounder to the plate. Ward
and Radbourne engaged In a. pltchlng

battle In which “Rad” had the better
argument, - -

Jumping to Phlladelphla. “the Grays
took both games: without turning a
hair, winning the-first game, 12 to 4,
and the second, 8 to 1, Hard hitting mn
the Afth and ‘eighth Innings of  the
first game, waasisted by wretched fielc-
ing by Philadelphia, made the contest
a holiday afTair for the Grays. Sweeney
allowed but six hits, Philadelphla made
15 errors. :

McLean fined Radbourn 810 for back
talk. Philadelphians came back
for another dose, thls timg losing 4 to
0, Sweeney allowing but sig singles. The
Quakers mede a triple - play in thls
game. In the four inning with
Hines on third and Farrell on second
Start sent a line drive to McClellan,
who caught the ball and whipped to
Mulvey, a Providence boy, who in turn
got i{’'to Andrews on second to com-
plete the first triple killing at Messer
Park since Hines's famous play in 1878.

Frequency and costliness in errors
gave the Phlladelphians the next game
9 to 8. In this game Manager Ban-
croft ylelded to popular clamor and
sent the Grays’ pony battery to the
points. Cattanach was wild, but Mur-
ray gave him fine support, and but for
the even dozen errors committed by
the Grays, Cattanach might have won
the game. As it was things were so
bad in the middle of.the fifth inning
that Cattanach was sent to right fleld
and Sweehey finished the game. Cat-
tanach gave but two ' hits, but he
passed four and made three wild pitch-
es; he used a swift ball with an occa-
sional curve mixed in.

Serfes with Boston

In the meantime the rivalry between
Boston and Providence arose to a fever
heat, although the teams had not yet
met.. The fact that Boston beat out
the Grays for the pennant the previ-
ous year, and the great btttle the
teams were putting up for first place
had set the fans of both citles by the
ears and there was little talk in the
sporting resorts of each city in which
the coming series was not the mam
subject of conversation,

This series of eight games opened at
Messer Park June 6 and turned out
the fiercest series the National League
had experienced to that time. It took
on all the importance of a World
Series.

The fireworks started with the first
game, and thls contest was likened to
the famous 18-inning game in 1882. It
went 16 innings and was stopped by
darkness with the score 1 to 1, and
no prospect of another ecore. The
game was far superior in every way to
the 18-inning battle. Strategic pitch-



ing was supplemented by brilliant fleld-
ing and the more than 5000 spectators
sat spellbound throughout. Nearly
1500 Boston fans came down on & spe-
cial train.

Justly termed the gilants of the
league by the newspapers of the coun-
try, both teams played championship
baseball. Boston presented Whitney
and Mlke Hines as the battery but,
contrary to expectations, Manager Ban-
croft sent in Radbourn and Gilligan
when {t was supposed Sweeney and
Nava would do the battery work. Whit-
ney used a deceptive drop ball and
fanned 13 of the Grays, allowing six
hits, all singles. Radbourn gave Bos-
ton but four hits, one & double by
Burdock. He struck out elght,

Grays Handlcapped

The Grays were handicapped in a
way as Start was sick and Paul Hines
played first base, and played it well, ac-
cepting 20 out of 21 chances. Sweeney
played a filne game i{n centre field.
Irwin’s great work at shortfield was a
factor, making several grand stops and
throws to klill prespective base hits.
Carroll saved the game In.the 16th by
two marvellous catches, one a one-hand
jumping catch of a terrific drive from
Morrill’s bat that was tagged for a

home run, Carroll was given a recep-
tion by the fans that lasted several
minutes. The box score:
PROVIDENCE | BOSTON .
ab 1h.po a e} ab 1b po a e
Hines,1. 6 020 O 1{Horn'g168 0 2 10
Farrell2 6 1 2 .3 1|S'tton,3 6 1 1 30
R'dfordr 5 0 2 00Brdk26 1 5 B2
Swneym6 1 4 0O0OWhyp 6 2 0 52
R'db'rn,p5 1 0 2 OoMriil,1 6 020 11
Irwins. 5 0 3 7 1Mn'gm6 0 1 10
Denny,3. 8 1 2 5 1iCriyr 6 0 4 00
Carrolll. 5 1 2 0 O/Hinesc 5 014 41
Gillig'n,c 5 113 21 wmr.s. 5 01 70
| T'it...52 4 48 30 6
T'}s...50 6 48 19 4)
Innings...... 123456782916
Providence . .000000100 0—1
Boston ........... 000100000 O0—1

Two-base Hit—Burdock.
Whitney 13; by Radbourn 8. Bases on Balls
—By Whitney 2. Passed Ball—Mike Hine:
Wild pitches-—Whitney 2; Radbourn 1, Time
—2:45. Umpire—McLean. ,

Score in Fourth -

Burdock opened the fourth inning
with a:double to left and immediately
stole third, bad enough baseball then
as now. But he got away with it, as to
the surprise of everyone in the park
‘Burns called him safe when he was out
by a jump. This decislon aroused the
wrath of the Providence rooters and
for a few moments great exclitement
prevalled., Whitney hit to Irwin and
Burdock set sall for the plate. Irwin
attempted to throw the ball to Glilli-
gan before he got his hands on it and
fumbled badly, Burdock scoring.

In the ssventh the Grays tied the
score. Radford was back in the game
and was the big nolse for Providence.
He had two strikes when.Whitney cut
loose a wild pitch which Paul swung
at and started for first base at top
speed, and how that boy did run! He
stole second and dashed.up to third
as Button robbed Sweeney of a base
hit on a great stop and throw to first.
Morrill took the throw and shot the
ball home to nip the flylng Radford.

Paul was caught between the bases,

but {n being run up and down Burdock
made & wild throw to Sutton and he
carrled over the tylng run. 8Sweeney
kept on for_third, but was caught on

Struck out—By.

a return of the ball, Hines to Sut-
ton. . : \
Then followed fruitless play by both
teams until the 16th inning was fin-
{shed In semli-darkness. After scoring
the run in the fourth Boston got but
three men as far as flrst base for the
next 12 Innings. The Grays got four
men to first after the seventh.
Strikes Qut 19

The second game of this great serles
was played at Boston, June 7, and. a
record was established that has defled
the assaults of 44 years. In this game
Sweeney struck out 19 Boston batsmen,
a record that is llkely to’'stand for all
time for a regulation game of nine in-
nings. It stlll holds after the passing
of nearly half a century ag the great-
est pitching feat in the annals of base-
ball. More than 8000 rooters saw the
exhibition which enabled the Grays to-
win by a score of 2 to 1.

Manager Morrill again sent Whitney
to the box, not daring to risk Buffing-
ton with his slow teasers. Whitney
pitched winning ball, but his fine work
was completely  eclipsed by Sweeney’s
marvelous performance.

Sweeney showed remarkable strategy

and at times used great speed, and he

was helped over a few hard places by
the brilllant catching of Nava. The
record of strikeouts shows the follow-
ing facts Each Boston player striking
out as indicated: Hornung 3, Burdock
4, Whitney 1, Morrill 2, Manning 2,
Crowley 2, M. Hines 2, Wise 3. Burdock
was considered as the hardest man in
the Natlonal League to strike out, y=t
he fell a victim to Sweeney on each
time at bat; Wise hit the ball but once
in four times up.

Hornung opened the Boston batting
by fanning: Sutton flled to Carroll;
Burdick struck out. :Sweeney got his
fatal drop ball to working and had it
under control during the entire game,
the ball making almost & right angle
break to” fall almost in front of the
plate. In the second inning Whitney,
Morrill and Manning struck out in suc-
cesslon.

Crowley -opened the third with a
double, but was left on second s
Hines, Wise and Hornung fanned in a
row. Burdock agaln struck out in the
fourth, and Crowley and Hines followed
sult in the fifth. Sweeney was like a
savage In the box and used his curves
mercilessly in the sixth when Wise,
Hornung snd Burdock fell in a row,
hardly making a foul.” Whitney also
weas falrly struck out in the eseventh,
this being agreed to by Whitney him-
self, but Umpire Burns was as bewild-
ered 88 the Boston batsmen and lost
his eye, giving Whitney a base on balls:
when Sweeney had split the plate with
five pitthes.

Sweeney Cheered

Making it almost a perfect day, Swee-
ney fell on ‘the Bostons in the ninth
inning to strike out Morrill, Manning
and Crowley. During the entire gama
the crowd sat spellbound as batter
after batter succumbed, only awakening
to cheer Sweeney to the tcho as he Te-
turned to the bench.

In any other game the work of Whit-
ney would have stood out, as he fanned
no less than 10 of the Grays, gettling
Farrell, Irwin, Sweency, ' Radbourn,
Denny and Carroll once each, and Navea

and Radford twice each. The Grays
made six singles off Whitney, and Bos-
ton got two singles and two doubles off
Sweeney,

The Grays were the first to score, get-
ting a run {n the fifth on s'ngles by
Irwin and Denny and Manning's muft
of Carroll's fly. With two on and n»-
body out, Boston engineered a tripie
play with Manning, Morrlll and Sutton
taking part.

The passing of Whitney in the sey-
enth when he was falrly struck out
gave the Reds their only run. Morrill
followed with a single that put Wh'.-
ney on second and he tried to steel
third, but to all appearances was out,
but Burns declared him safe. He scored
when Farrell fumbled Manninu's drive.

Providence scored the winning run
in the sixth with two out. Farrell hit
safely and went to third on Radbourn’s
single, crossing the plate a moment
later when Mlke Hines threw wild in
an attempt to nip Radbourn off first.

More than 2500 assembled at Mes-
ser Park two days later for the third
game between the teams. The local
rooters were wild with enthusiasm and
the score board in the Providence Jour-
nal office window at Turks Head was
the object of hundreds of business and
professional men who could not get
to the park. The space around Turk's
Head was blocked with humanity. But
it was a disappointed crowd that melt-
ed away as tie ninth Inning was post-
ed showing Boston had won 2 to 0.

The game was another exhibition of
strategic pitching and brilllant fielding.
Sweeney was sent back agalnst the
Reds, notwithstanding his hard game
of two, days before. He used the same
puzzling dellvery as at Boston, but
complained of a slight lameness in his
arm. He fanned six in this game and.
allowed but four hits, one a double by
Hornung, the Reds finding it hard to
gauge the ball correctly.

Manager Morrlill of the Reds was too
wise to risk Whitney agaln so soon
and took a chance on Buffington, and
his confidence was well placed, as the
Fall River boy proved more trouble-
some than Whitney. He used a slow,
puzzling delivery with a sharp shoot
and deceptive drop, holding the Grays
to three hits, one a two-bagger by Den-
f©1y. Providence made three errors and
Boston two. Sweeney had fine con-
trol and did not give a base on balls,
while Buffington passed two.

Both Boston'runs were made in the

first inning, Hornung opening with a
two base hit to left centre. Sutton
rolled an easy grounder to Denny who
filddled around to hold Hornung on
second and then cut loose a wild throw
to "Radbourn, playing first base as
Start was ill. The ball hit the right
fleld fence and rolled away, Hornung
scoring and Sutton taking third. Mor-
rill's twisting grounder bounded ofl”
Radbourn’s shins to Farrell who threw
Morrill out,.but Sutton scored.
" From this point on Sweeney had the
Reds hog-tied, only two reaching first
the remainder of the game, Burdock
and Manning making base hits, but
both were left. The Grays never had a
chance to 8&core. During the game,
which was played in one hour and 15
minutes, Sweeney was glven a basket
of flowers by local admirers,
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me the xerles tled at one victary
ach fhe Grays and Rec'wawent into ac-
jon" at* Boston ' on the" afternoon of
une 10 Wwith .another capacity crowd
n hand. A big Providence delegaticn
1so was there, but most of them would
1ave accepted raln checks before the
ame was finished. What hit the Grays
annot even be ; teased, but that some-
hing happened ls a Certaint'y.
Sweeney went to the box and showed
10 let up in his great vork, although
1e.made the Reds hit at bad balls in-
tesd of trying to strike them out. He
ontented himself with fanning six and
lloweéd .but three hits, all singles. But
‘he.Grays, .departing f:om the tight
lelding ,games that marked the Arst
hree struggles, went tc pleces and tom-
nitted 12 errors, and here i. where the
7ame -was lost. Providence made four
alts oft Whitney, one a double by Gilli-
7an; pla"lng first base as Start was still
abient. .The Reds backed thelr pitcher
to-the 1imit, making but two slips in
the fleld. Boston won, 3 to 1.
~'Coming back to Mesrer Park for the
ﬂfth game; the Grays were again beBt-
en,” this -time by a score of 4 to 1.
Radbourn went into th. box and was
hit for 10 blows, including a couple of
two-baggers. Start .returned to ' first
base, but it made no differcnce. Buf-
ﬁngton was In the box for Boston and
was' mbster of the Grays at all stages.
He™ was found for four hits, one..of
them' a double by Denny. The Grays
f2iled ‘to get the ball out of the dia-
_mond after the second Inning. But the
error. column was much more respec-
table, ‘each team makmg but three
bobbles
Faint strains of the anvil chorus be-
gfm to be.heard .bout town and the
ctowd that went to Messe. Park for the
sfxth game was reduced to about 1300.
Buffington . and Sweeney were pitted
agailnst each other, and, although the
Grays outbated . the Reds, corralling
eight: hits; including two-baggers by
Hln,es’ Sweeney and Denny, they could
hqﬁ*get * man around the bases. Bos-
ton hit” ~8weeney for six singles and a
’uouble but would hardly have scored,
bus, for’ ¢ostly errors by Hines, Denny
lnd Radford. The support accorded
:Bufﬂngton was extellent.
~ Rumors Are Heard

:;a:.Op'eﬂ comment as to how one or two
of the players were conducting them-
selves began to be hear! on the streets,
and the corner sages started a mild
war. ‘Bome ugly rumors spread about
concerning the same one or two players
who -had been on the pan before. The
Providence Journal scribe the morning
after the 4 to 0 game wrote: “Hints at
dissipation ar€ rife and one or two of
the players are not keeplng the terms
of their tontracts, S8uspensions will be
in order if the fault is not corrected.”
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vl ‘A4 'was generally the case after a blast
frm:n the newspapers and the humors,
Ahé& Grays perked up wonderfully in the
noxt. ‘game, the last of the series, and,
;a8 Boston ; wa§ In shape at all tlmes,
éthis seventh meeting was on & par with
ﬂrat contest, that went 16 innings.
Tttook: 15 innings to find the winner
of :this ‘game, played at Boston, ‘and
the 5400 spectators got thelr money's
«worth There were few Providence root-
‘ers In the crowd,’ however, to see the
Grays win, 4 to 3.
.“Whitney was nat Bo effective as
usual,” said a Boston paper.the next
day, but at that he came pretty near
to equalling Sweney's record. by fan-
ning 17 of the Grays, although he had
eight more innlngs for bis record than
did Sweeney. But when the Grays did
hit.the ball they sent it far and fast.
Radford, who had been easy prey to
Whitney in all the previous games, sur-
prised everybcdy in this game by doing
the bulk of the hitting for Providence
and was the biggeat factor it the vic-
tory. He made four hits in sewen timas

:'up. two-af them for two bases.

'fhe luck that had followed the Bos-

tonn deserted them In this game and
:Manager Morrill was too i1l to’ play,
Buffington taking care of the first!cor-
rier. But Buffington played the bag to
perfection.
- Providence &tarted the scoring in fhe
third fnning, when Start drew a baee
on balls.  He ran down to second when
Mirty Hackeﬂb threw wild in an at-
tempt "o cé&tch- him.gapping off first.
As Jack Manning was’Slow In handling
tire ball, 8tart went up to third. Man-
ning threw to the stand in returnlng
the ball, and Start scored.

Demny Makes Wild Thl‘ow

Denny's wild thréw was responsible
for the two xruns made by Boston in
the second htlf of the inning., Wise
hit f6Y two Dhases, Hornung hit to
Denny, who m\ght have tagged Wise
coming up the Nne, but Instead threw
the ball over Stavt's head, Wise scor-
ing.. Two Infleld outs scored Horung.
Hines tied the scoxe in the fifth, get-
ting on through hit single. A walk to
Staft put him on second. 'Irwin sent
him to third on Ris single, and he
evened the count whenn Denny sent a
long fiy to Hornung.

Boqton went ahead agaln {n the
sixtl}, when Manning hf\: for two bases,
reached third on a paswed ball, and
crossed the plate when TSuffington hit
safely. Radford, with hig father look-
ing on, came up Iin the elghth and
made another hit, sending' the ball to
céntre for two bases. Carroll hit for a
base, putting Paul on thftrd. whence
he scored when Sutton fumbled Far-
rell's grounder.

The ninth inning passed with .the tle
unbroken and, from that point to the
15th, both te'ams battled for the .victory,
Whitney and Radbourn pitching alr-

tight ball and recelving perfec sup-
Fort from the flelders. Inning after
inning-went by with no score. As Chere
was plenty of daylight left, it began
to look as if the record would go by
the boards.

But the break came In the 15th, and
again Radford was the man of the hour.
Twa .were out when he stepped to the
bat. He sent the cold shivers down the
backs of the Boston rooters when he
tore off his second double, a long drive
to centre. -Whitney apparently was
weakening, for Carrqll landed the ball
in the same territory for another dou-
ble and Radford went home with the
winning run.

In the Boston half, Crowley gave
Start a foul fly, Denny threw out Wise,
and Hornung ended the game with a
long fly to Hines. The box score:

PROVIDENCE BOSTON
; ablbpoae ablbpoae
{inesm... 7121 0 Hornung,l. 71300
Startil. o o 4 0200 0:8utton.3.. 5§02 20
tadbourn,p, 71 0 2 2 Burdock.2. 6 01 2 0
rwins..... 7219 1lWhitney,p. 51030
Jenny.3... 7021 1{Manningm 6 2 3 0 1
tadford.r.. 7 4 4 0 OjBuff'ton.1. 6 2140 1
sarroil.l.... 72 2 0 O Hackett,e. 6 0193 A
farrell,2... 721 4 0'Crowley,r. 60000
}lllignn.c... 63132 1|/Wise,s.... 613 3 0
_.—g e o
Totals. .59 14 4519 5|° Totals..53 745135
Innings—
12345678 9101112131415
Prov}dence——
. 0010001000000 1—4
Boston—
002001000 6000 0 0—3
Two-base hits—Radford 2, Carroll 1, Far-,

rell -1, Hornung 1, Manning 1, Wise 1, Struck
out—By Whitney 17; by Radbourn 13. Passed
balts—Gilligan 1; Hackett 2. Bases on balls
—By Whitney 3; by Radbourn 2, Time—
2h 20m. Umplre— Buras. 2.

ston Leads League.

At the conclusion of this Boston
series, won four games to two by the
Reds, and one tle game, Boston led
the Natlonal League -with 28 victorles
and 8 defeats. Providence was secont
with 24 games won .and 70 lost, and
New YorkK stood third with 24 vic-
tories .and 13 defeatd.

Following. this hectic serles, the
Grays had & sort of double series with
Philadelphia and New York, the two
teams alternating between Boston and
Providence. The magnates of those days
did things differently from the powers
of today. Car fares were cheap and trav-
elling expenses were not the item they
are today.

Philadelphia came to Messer Park to
take a 13 to 1 beating in the first

me. Radburn p'tched and allowed
1 allad€lphia but five hits, one a doubde
by Tim Manning, once a member of
the Grays. The Grays hit Knight hard,
getting even for the game in Philadel-
pbia, when Knight held ‘them almost
helpless. The visitors made 15 errors,
McClellan, formerly of the Grays, con-
tributing Iour, week flelding being his
trouble while with Providence.

It was announced by Manager Ban-
croft that Jack Cattanach had been re-
leased to Willimantic, where he signed,
for $100 per month.

In this Philadelphia game, Manager
Harry Wright appeared on .the field
wearing a tall white hat, *just for
luck,” he sald, as he wore this hat
when his team defeated the Grays.
Harry doused the hat after the game,

New York next fried to beat Sween-
ey, but left Messer Park beaten by a
score of 9 to 0. The visitors found the
young pitching star as big a puzzle as



did Boston, corralling but one hit, a
eingle by Caskins, and he was the only
New York man to reach first. As he was’
on one end of a double play a moment
later, Sweeney held the visitors to 27
men at bat; Farrell grabbed Hankin-
son’s ground drive tagged second to
\force Caskins and then threw over his
shoulder to nail the batter at first.

CHf Carroll helped Sweeney not a
lihtle by capturing five hard hit flles
in the deep outfleld, including a leap-
ing.one-hand catch from GilHspie's bat,
Sweeney did not pass & man and the
Grays played errorless ball, New York
made 14 errors.. .

Perhaps the New Yorks were notg:d
rauch to blame as they were victims of
the unthinkable schedule, having
played a hard game.at Boston that
morning, Bunker Hlll-day, and jumped
to Providence for a game here in the
afternoon. They beat Boston 7 to 6 in
the morning game in a tough 12-inning
battle. In the afternoon game at Bos-
ton, the Philadelphias . won 7 to 2, the
Grays thus gaining 114, games on the
Reds for the day.

New York Beaten.

- The next day the Grays administered
8 bad beating to the New Yorks when
they won by a 15 to.0 score at Messer
Park, Smiling Mickey Welch wasg on the
mound for the visitors and was batted
to a frazzle. The Grays collected 23 hits
the collection including a home run
by Hines and a three-bagger by the
same man,

Farrell and Gllligaa: maae two-bag-
gers. Every Providence player made two
or more hits, except Radford, who was
content with one. The home run by
Hines was Inade :off the first ball

pitched in the first Inning and- Was the
first circuit drive ever made inside the
park, Radbourn  was agaln on the
verge of.the Hall of Fame, as he was
found "for but one hit, a single by
Ewing.

- The’same day, Boston defeated Phila-
delphla 11 to 2 in the loosest fielded
gamg ever. played in the Natlonal
League, a total of 323 errors being
charged to Philadelphia, of which Mc-
Elroy, colt pitcher, made 12, and Kep-
ple, a young catcher, made 13.

Although It was a ralny day, the
Phlladelphias came to Messer Park the
following afternoon and fell before the
Grays' in a six-inaing game, 6 to &,
Denny in this game made a home run
Inside the park to tie *he feat of Hines
of the day before, It Is Interestipg to
note this pair of circuilt drives inside
the park in two consecutive days, after
nearly seven seasons v ‘thout one of the
variety being recorded.

.This game wouni up the home stay
of the Grays and marked the finish of

the first half of the season in Provl-
dence. The Grays left for thelr first
Western trip that night, being due to
open in Detrolt two days later,

The Grays s.arted this trip In sec-
ond place, with 28 victories and 10 de-
feats, Boston being first with 30 vic-
{orles and 10 dcfeats. Ner York was not
20 far behind in third place, with 25
games won and 16 lost. This trip was
successful for Providence and Boston
and a Iittle better .than normal for
New.York. The Grays won 10 and lost
five, the record bciag four stralght in
Detrolt, two won and two lost in Chi-
cago, two victorles and one defeat at
Cleveland, rain preventing one game,
and two won and two lost in Buifalo.
Boston won 10 and lost 3, and New
York won eight and lost seven,

Grays RReat Detrolt™ .. -

Things broke well' for the Grays at
Detrolt, the game being won 10 to 0.
Radbourn held Detroit to two singles,
while the Grays batted Shaw for 12
safe hits, including a home run, and a
triple by Denny and four singles by
Hines. Buffalo beat New York, 6 to 2.
Boston lost the ope:ilng game at Chi-
cago 11 to 7. this defeat forcing the
Reds to yield first place to the Grays.
In this game, Manning was forced to
quit because of a sprained ankle and
Boston finished the game with elght‘
men, & remarkable performance. .

Batting Brill hard In the second
game, the Grays won, 4 to 3, making
one run in the eighth and two in the
ninth. Boston defedted Chicago, 12 to
5, and New York downed Buffalo. 8
to 3. The third game at Detrolt was the
best of the season there, the Grays win-
ning, 1 to'0. in ~ 14-inning struggle,
Denny opening the 14th with a hit
and scoring when Carroll and Gilligan
also made hits. Radbourn held De-
trolt to three singles batting Shaw for
11 singles, Radbourn fanned 14 men.
Boston lost to Chicago 13 to 6, and New
Yerk beat Buffalo, 10 to 5.

The Grays made it four straight at
Detrait in a 3 to 0 game in which Swee-
ney allowed but two hits, both for one
base. Raln stopped Boston and New
York.

Starting in at Chicago, where they
left off at Detroit. Providence won its
fifth stralght game on the trip, defeat-
ing Chicago. 8 to 6, in a heavy hitting
game in which, Sweeney and Glilligan
surprised the natives by each making
a home run. Kelly, Willlamson and An-
son made home runs off Radbourn, Bos-
ton handed Detrolt 4 21 to 4 licking,
getting 19 hits, with a total of "28, -off
two pitchers, with Detroit making 19
errors. Chicago beat New York, 4 to 2.

With 4000 looking on, the next day,
the Grays adminlstered * a paralyzing

defeat,” as the Chicago papers stated,
winning 13 to,4. Hines, Irwin and Den-
ny hit home runs for Providerrce and
Dalrymple and Kelly made circult
drives for Chicago. Boston won, 6 to 0,
at Detroit and New York downed Cleve-
land, 10 to 5. The Grays lost thelr first
game on the trip the next day when
they took a 6 to 0 whitewashing.

This game was a classic, inasmuch,
as Larry Corcoran pitched a no-hit, no-
run game, striking out eix. Sweeney
was appuarently on *"ie road to a no-hit
game, also, until the White Stockings
fell onto his dellvery in the seventh
and elghth Innings. Cleveland downed
New York, 6 to 4. and Boston trimmed
Detroit, 18 to 4. The final Chicago game
was also & defeat for Providence by a
6 to 4 score, Kelly's home run off Rad-
bourn {n the &eventh deciding the is-
sue. Boston and New York galned &
geme on the Grays, as both won that
day: :
7000 See Game

Jumping over to Cleveland, Provi-
dence won, 10 to 3, but Boston and
New York held their own by winning
on the same day. The second game in
Cleveland was lost by Providence, 4 to
2, New York and Boston again winning
their games. Raln held up everything
the next day, but 7000 Cleveland fans
saw the Grays win the final game, 4
to 2, on July 4. New York won, but
Boston did not play because of rgin.
The third scheduled game at Cleveland
was also prevented by rain.

The Grays arrived at B 7 ‘o badly
crippled, with Radbourn complaining
of a lame arm and Sweeney iil. Paul
Radford pitched his first game for the
Grays and the Bisons hit him at will,
winning 9 to 1. Buffington was too
much for Cleveland, allowing but two
hits and won, 6 to 0, but New York,
lost at Chicago, 7 to 6, in 11 innings.
Although Racdbourn complained of &
lame arm, he went into the box for
the second Buffalo game and beat the
Blsons. 14 to 9. The New Yorks were
put out of the running for the time
being by losing, 7 to 0, at Chlcago, but
Boston won, 11 to 3.

“ Nelther Sweeney nor Radbourn were

right for the third game in Buffalo,

and ‘“Rad” had to relleve Sweeney in
the 10th, and but for a muff by
Brouthers in-the 10th, with two out,
the Grays would not have won, 6 to 5,
as was the case. Boston beat Cleveland,
10 to 1. Costly errors by the Grays lost
the final game in Buffalo and of "the
trip, 5 to 1. Boston was almost! as
badly off for piltchers as Provide:ice,
as Morrill had to pitch the final game
in Cleveland, which the Reds lost, 12
to 2. :

All the Eastern teams left for home
that night.
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The Grays received & royal reception
from the rooters of Providence when
‘they opened up the second series with
Boston at Messer Park on Friday, July
11, With the Bostons a8 opponents and
first place at stake in the series, about
"2400 sat In. The Grays were cheered
long and loudly as they took the fleld.
Both nines presented their strongest
teams, with Radbourn and Gllligan in
the points for the Grays, and Buffing-
ton and Hackett for the Reds.

But unfortunately Burdock waa bad-
ly injured in flelding a ball in the sec-
ond inning and had to leave the game.
Manning came in from centre field and
a youngster named Morlarity went to
centpe fleld. This change gave the
Grays the game as things stood, al-
though as the Reds falled to score, the
Grays winning 2 to 0. '

Hines opened with a double, and
wenb to third on a putout, but was
thrown out at the plate by Burdocl:
on Start’s infleld roller. No runs wer

scored until the seventh inning, when’

Radbourn grounded 'to Sutton, who
threw wild to first, his first error {n
24 games, “Rad” going to second. Ir=
win lifted an easy fly,to Morrill, who
muffed it and Radbourn, by fast sprint-
ing, crossed the plate. In the ninth,
Hines hit for one base and took second
on Farrell's out at first. Start walked
and Radbourn strick out. Irwin drove
a hard liner through Wise to score
Hines.

The Bostons made but four singles
off Radbourn, while the Grays found
Buffington for flve singles and one
double. Both teams flelded sharply.
This was a day of contrasts, as, be-
sides the close game at Messer Park,
Chicago defeated Dertolt, 4 to 2, but
New York defeated Philadelphia, 17 to
3, and Buffalo' dcwned Cleveland, 19
to 2.

Grays Defeated

Things broke the other way the next
day at Boston and the Grays went down
to a 7 to 1 defeat. Radbourn was hit
hard and the Grays flelded loosely. More
than 6100 spectators were present. Re-
turning to Messer, Park the two teams
played a loose flelded game which the
Grays won, 9 to 6, making 10 errors,
while the Reds turned in 14 boots.
Whitney pitched his first game in a
month, having been seriously ill. The
series was evened the next day at Bos-
ton, when the Reds took ttue Grays, 4
to 3, with Miller pitching for Provi-
dence. This youngster had made a fine
record with the Worcester team, but
.the game was protested by Manager
Morrill on the ground that Miller had
not been released by Worcester, but
nothing came of the protest. Boston
fell on Miller in tk2 ninth and batted
out three runs to win,

Returning to Messer 7Park for the
fifth meeting, the Bostons won, 5 to
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.been given. Radbourn,

3, and this game was full of troubles.
KRadbourne pitched flne ball for eight
innings. Manager Bancroft objected
strongly to Bufflngton’'s stepping out
of the box In dellvering the ball, and
Boston had kicked vigorously over the
same thing by Radbourn. In the eighth,
Umplire Decker called a balk on Rad-
bourn for stepping out of the box. This
rattled Radbourn a lot, and, in the
language of the Providence Journal's
baseball reporter, ‘“he began to throw
the ball reckjessly, hastily and wildly,
glving Gllligan false signs and evidently
trying to break up the little fellow.”
While this was'going on, Boston scored
three runs,

The board of directors held a meeting
‘after the game and voted to lay Rad-
bourn off without pay ‘“for the pres-
ent.” Radbourn was ordered to appear
before the board the next day “and
answer several pungent conundrums
concerning his peculiar actions of the
past three weeks.” What was done at
this meeting, if it was held, was never
divujged, but Radbourn was out of the
game for several days.

Journal's Comment,

Commenting on the matter the next

day, the Providence Journal.printed the
following: ‘“While there may be some
dirty insinuations afloat, there i8 noth-
ing deflnite. Every Inducement has
financlal and
otherwise, to play ball for the Grays
to the best of his ability, and he haa
been coaxed and petted beyond all rea-
son to seek to carry the nine to vic-
tory, and 1t is high time that more
compulsory measures are taken. Players
and public awalt the action of the di-
rectors with keen interest.”
- As .in many, former cases. a little
pressure brought on the Grays resultea
in better work, as te next day at Bos-
ton, before 3700 people, the Grays won,
5 to 4. Through-some quirk in the
rules of the time, the pitching was
1ivided beiween Bweeney and Miller,
“to avold the trouble experienced on
Miller's playing with the Grays."

New York and Philadelphia twere
next due at Messer Park, alternating
here and at Boston. Providence won
the first game from New York, 5§ to 2,
Sweeney and Miller again dividing the
box work, and. between them allowing
but four hits. Philadelphia came the
next day and lost, 6 to 1. In this fame,
Eddie Conley of Lonsdale, who had
been pitching for the Woonsockets, was
trled In the box and surprised every-
body, allowing Philadelphia but two
singles, both by Joe Mulvey, a South
Providence boy. He fanned eight men.

M:antime, nothing had been heard
of the disposition of the Radbourn case,
and tongues were wagging at a great
rate about town. But there was pienty
of fodder for the local rooters. It was
known that representatives from the
St. Louis, Chicago and Boston clubs of
the outlaw Union League had dogged

Radbourn's foosteps for three weeks,
seeking to get him to sign a contract
and jump the Grays, It was reported
that Radbourn had signed with St.
Louls at a salary of 85000 for the re-
mainder of the season and the same
sum for the 1885 season, $1000 ad-
vance money to be pald. If this was
true. Radborn threw the Union League
representatives overboard, a8 he re-
turned to the Grays a few days later
and began a pitching campaign that
has never been approached.

EDDIE CONLEY,

[.onsdale bhoy glven tryout by Grays.
In his flrst game he pltchied the Grays
to 6 to 1 victory, allowing only two
hits, 5

Thiladelphia Wins,

Philadelphia came back for the sec-
ond game and won, 10 to 6. Charley
Bassett' went to second base for the
Grays and played a splendid game in
the absence of Farrell. At the end of
this contest, the prospects of the Grays
getting anywhere in the race seemed
dashed to the grounds. With Radbourn
under suspension. and supposedly on
his way to St. Louls, Sweeney kicked
over the traces and was lost to the
team for good. 3

Sweeney started the game In the box
and for seven innings held the Phila-
delphia team at-bay: To Bave Bweeney
and glve Miller needed practice, Man-
ager Bancroft declded to make a shift,
ordering Sweeney to go to right fleld
and Miller to come into pitch. It was
~suspected 'tmj:_._Sweeg_e,v;&ad‘_ﬂur@gd 8
grolich for a long time, he consid-
ered himself as good a pitcher as
Radbourn, and in some ways he was a
better pitcher than Radbourn. On the
inslde, it was whisperéd that ‘Rad”
was jealous of Sweeney, which was at
the bottom of Radbourn's peevishness
for several weeks before his suspen-
slon. ”

At any rate, Sweeney refused to obey
the order of Manager Bancroft, used
vile language and left the game, dress-
ing and leaving the grounds. The Grays
were forced to continue the game with
but elght men, something that would
not be permitted in these days, but
which was compulsory under the rule
then In vogue, as changes were only
permitted when a player was injured
or was taken {1l during & game. Carroll
and Hines took care of the three flelds
during the rest of the contest.



The episode sent the Providence team
Into the air and errors were plenty,
Phlladelphia acoring elght runs in the
néxt inning, New York came back the
next day to lose, 11 to 5. The Radbourn
matter had been fixed up and *“Old
Hoss" walked into the box to a tremen-
dous ovation. He toyed with the New
Yorks and flelded his position {n rare
form, The board of directors expelled
Sweeney from the league that evening.

That night the Grays departed for a
road trip to Philadelphia and New Yotk
stopping over at Hartford to play the
team of that place. Charley Bassatt
caught the game and Radford pltched,
the pony battery doing greit work,
Bassett made two hits.

Grays Take First Place

‘Opening at Philadelphia, the Gravs
Wwort, 186 to 3, and, as Boston lost to
New York, the Grays were but a haif
game out of first place. Agaln the next
day Providence won, 11 to 4, Radbourn
and Milller holding the home team to
four singles. As Boston lost to New
York, the Grays took undisputed pos-
session of first place. Back in New
York the next day, Providences won, 8
to 5, flelding perfectly. As Ump're
Van Court did not appear for the sec-
ond game, Miller of the

pressed into service and was responsi-
ble fo? a small riot and the calling of
the game at the end of the ninth with
the score 3-3.

‘Miller was roundly hissed all through'
the game and was escorted off the fleld
by the police. The New York papers
accused him of trylng to throw the
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With the departure of Sweeney, the
Grays apparently were in a hgd way
for pitchers and great was.the con-
sternation and sorrow about town. The
coming of Eddle Conley, a.son of the
Blackstone Valley, lightened the gloom
a little; but the doub% existed fpr sev-
eral days. Here Radbourn came’ to the
tescue and informed the directors he
stood ready to pitch every game from
that point to the end of the season.
Nobody belleved “Rad” could make
good, but he did, and here is gan ex-
ample for pltchers of thils generatlon.
who generally feel abused if asked to
pitch moras than two games In eigh
or nine days. d

When Radbourn made thls offer to
the directors of the Providence ciub he
‘had won nine stralght games, going to
the box and winning six stralght, then
playing third base for one game as Ed-
die Conley won. and then pitching and
winning three more without a break.
With this nine-game =sgtart, Radbourn

Grays was '

game to the Grays. New York made a
triple play, with Richardson, Ward and
I.oughran officlating. The Grays kept
up the great work by beating N=w York
the next day, 7 to 3, Radbourn pitch-
ing his sixth gtraight game. Visiting
Philadelphia agaln, the Grays won, 9
to 2, but rain prevented the flnal game
of the serles.

To finish the New York serles, the
Grays went back to the old Polo
Grounds and suffered a 2 to 1 defeat
in an 11l-inning game. Pitching his
eighth straight game the next day, Rad-
bourn beat the New Yorks, 4 to 2,
ylelding but four hits. To finish the
schedule {n Phlladelphia, the Grays
went back and, with Conley in the box,
won, 8 to 0, Conley glving but two
hits, one a double.

With about everything happening in
Providence games that could be imag-
ined, the greatest novelty of all wes to
be shown in the opening game at Bos-
ton Aug. 9. This game was won in a
peculiar manner, and was probably one
of the greatest ever played on the old
South End grounds. Providence won in
the 11th Inning when Arthur Irwin
scored the only run of the pastime on
a8 home run,

This home run has been talked about
more than any other ever made, rank-
ing with the home run in the famous
18-inning game In 1882. Radbourn and
Buffjrigton fought out a bitter pitching
duel, Radbourn allowing but two hits,
both singles. Up to the home run
drive, Buffington had allowed but three
hits, the Grays going nine innings from

went to work to redeem his promise
and won the next 17 games in a row.
pitching every dayv but Sundays and a
day or two when no games were sched-
uled. Thus Radbourn pitched and won
27 consecutive gam'es before meeting
defeat, and, in the game lost, the Grays
failed to score to run for him. This de-
feat ended a string of 20 stralght vic-
tories for Providence, and 28 viclories
in 30 games, was the record.

‘T'hls puts the so-called record of 19
strajght by Rube Marquard far into fthe
woods, Radbourn winning eight games
in his string more than did Marquard,
and the wry-necked solithpaw had sev-
eral days rest between each game, while
Radbourn was in the box nearly every
day. Radbourn, through ilris fest, be-
came one of the most 'famous pitchers
of all time

It: must not be supposed, however,
{hat “Rad” did this with great eaze and
with no arm trouble, for he had plenty
of hother with hia good right arm. On
some days he could hardly raise his arm

the second to the 10bth without getting
a man to first base, going out in one,
two, three order.

The 11th Inning opened with Car-
roll striking out., Irwin came up. In
the high fence of slats erected on the
right fleld fence to cut off the view
from neighboring house tops, where
seats were sold at cut prices, was a
hole about one foot square. Irwin sent
the second ball pitched to him through
that hole, making perhaps the most pe-
liar home run ever made In the Na-
tional League.

Two Game Lead
This gave the Grays a two-game lead
over the Reds. Radbourne fanned 12

and Buffington struck out 10. Rad-
bourn gave one base on balls, while

Buffington did not walk & man. The
box score:

PROVIDENCE BOSTON

ab 1b po s e ab lbposae
Hines, m.. 4 112 1/ Horuung,] 4D 00 0
fFarrell,2b.. 4 0 0 1 O|Sutton,3.. 31140
Start,1b... 4 011 0 O/ Buf'ton,p. 4 0 014 0
Radbourn,p. 4 0 114 1| Burdock,2 4 0 0 4 1
Carroll,l.... 4 1 2 0 0Morrill,1. 4 020 00
(rwin, s.... 41 06 O Wises.... 402 40
Denny3.... 4131 0 Crowley,r. 41120
Stlligan,c.. 4 012 1 1| Hackett,c, 4 09 2 0
Radford,d.. 3 020 1/{Manng.m 40000
Totals .35 43323 Sl " Totals 35 23330 1

Innings .... 12343567889 10 11
Providence ... 000000000 0 1—1
Boston .,..... 000000000 0O 0—0
Run—Irwin—1. Home run—Irwin. Struck
out—By Radbourn 12: by Buffington 10,
Base on balls—By Radbourn (Sutton). Dou-
ble play—Crowley to Morrill. Passed ball—
Gilligan 1, Time—1:50. Umpire—GafIney.

in the morning, and passed hours and
howirs In the c¢lub room at Messer Park,
steaming his arm and submitting to
long rubbing by the club tiralner. But
when the game atarted he was in the
box with his arm réady for business.

First Game at Boston

After this declaration to the direc-
tors, Radbourn pitched his first game
at, Boston, holdinp the Reds to two
singles in 11 Innings, the Grays win-
ning 2 to 0, az described In the previ-
ous article of this serles. On the fol-
lowing Monday, the Reds came to Mea-
ser Park and again the Grays won, this
time 3 to 1, and agaln Radbourm held
the Reds to two hits, Wise and Mike
Hines being the lucky players, as Sut-
ton and Crowley were in the game In
Boston. As “Rad” fanned eight in this
g me, it raised his total of strikeouts
for the two games to 20.

Tn these two games with Boston Rad-,
bourn made a record unparalleled in
baseball up to that time and reldom
equalled since. He held Boston to four
slngles in 20 innings and to one run,
and that run was unearned. He showed
thorough mastery of the ball sand Inti-
mate knowledge of the weak points of
opposing batsmen. He was afforded

great assistance by Gilligan, who
caught brilllantly day after dayv,

The Reds ©presented -their full
strength In this second game, every

regular being in the game, with Whif.-
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ney in the box and Buffington In cen-
tre fleld as precautionary measure.
Radbourn was wild {n the first inning
and Boston made its run on three men
golng to first on called balls, assisted
by a wild pitch and an overthrow by
Glilligan. Sutton scored the run. 1In
the next elight innings but filve Boston
men reached first base.

Providenge scored two runs Iin the
second inning on fine hitting and base
running. Hines opened with & single
and Farrell followed suit. A double
steal worked all right. Hines etealing
third and Farrell second. Start flied to
Sutton and Radbourn struck out. Car-
roll hit sharply past Sutton and both
runners scored.

In the sixth, Carroll tore off his third
hit of the game and reached third on
Irwin's douktle. Denny popped to
Whitney. Gilligan rolled a slow bunt
to Whitney and, while the big pitcher
was throwing him out, Carroll crossed
the plate. beating Morrili's peg to the
plate. More than 3000 passed the
gates at Messer Park. The next game
was played at Boston, with 500 Provi-
dence fans helping swell the crowd at
the South End grounds to 5000. Rad-
bourn.held the Reds to seven scattered
hits, fayned ‘elght, and won, 4 to O.

To end\the series of 1884, the Grays

14 and_Pro¥dence agaln handed the.

MIKE KELLY
His¢ hiiting for Chicago had much to
do~with defeat of Grays In eruclal
serles.

Bostons & shut-out, winnlng 1 to 0. In
this engagement, the giants of the Na-
tlonal TLeague played almost.phenome-
nal ball, The serlea rtood eight to
seven in favor of Providence and the
Reds. made every effort to. win this
game 1o even the series and cut off the
victoriona march of t:he Grais 1t was
A& memorable event in the history- of
baseball, this Boston-Providence series.

Radbourn held ‘the Reds to six scat-
tered singies.

As Hines went fo bat in the first in-
nlng, he was glven a mammoth bunch
of flowers and then did the iinethical
thing by making a base hit, when by
all rules of such matters he should
have 8truck out.

For seven innings, the teams battled
1.0 no purpose. Home plate was an un-
known Jand. But in the elghth, Gilli-
gan broke the suspense by drawing =a
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base on balls. Radford forced Glilligan
at second, the try for ‘a  double play

faililng. Hackett's only passed ball let
Radﬂﬂs go to second. Hines came up
and wad the man of the hour, shooting

a basehit, to centre fleld to score Rad-
ford with the only run of the game, .

Boston dled hard and made & gresat
bid for the game in the ninth. With
two out, Morrill hit safely’ and -took
third on Whitney’s single. Whitney
stole second, Glilligan wisely making no
effort to nip him. Hornung came up, but
he was not so lucky as he was {n one
game in Boston, and-the best he could
do was & week roller to.Start, who
tagged first base fo end the game, with
Morrill and Whitney flying for tbe plate
with the tylng and winning run. More
than 3000 were present. Providence won
the series with Boston by nine victories
to seven,

Cleveland Falls,

Clevelaind was the next team io try.
to defeat Radbourn, but lost the first
game in a tough battle, 3 to 2, getting
but five hits off “‘Rad.” Irwin burst a
blood vessel in his leg and was forced
to retire, Nava going to shortfleld. De-~
troit was next at Messer Park in the
invasion .&f the Western teams, but
was beaten for the ninth straight time,

‘dropping a fast game, 4 to 2, getting.

but. two hits off ‘Radbourn. who fanned
{0 men. Basselit played shortstop, and
plaved ltke a hero.

Radbourp - played lher«toY in the
next Detrolt game, Eddle Conley golng
to the box and beating Detroit, 5 to 2.
the Blackstone Valley boy allowing but
five hits,’ all singles.” Back in the box
next day, “Rad” was hit hard by Chl-
cago. but as the White Stockings made
costly errors at critical polnts, the
Grays won, 8 to 3. Irwin was back at
shortfield.

The second game was & cloge Cnll Jor
the Grays 8s, going inta the ninth ln-
ning, the White Sox held them at an
even score of 3-3. But In the ninih tihe
Grays made four runs to win, 7 to 3.
Charley Bassett played shortstop agaiu,
as Irwin was ngaln out, and made a
fine record, getting two hits and fleld-
Ing faultlessly. Chicago made 15 errors,

Just for diverslon or a little extra.
money or something, the Grays and
Reds the next day played an exhibi-
tion game at Portland to 3500 specta-
tors, the Reds.Wwinning, 9 to 0. Rad-
bourn pltched part of this game, Con-
ley working the remalinder,

* The third Chicago game was another
desperate battle, with the Grays win-
ning, 5 to 3, Radbourne granting six
hits.. .John Clarkson, afterward one
of the greatest plichers_of his time

and “later sold to Boston for $10. 000,
& remdrkable figure for the times,
pitched for the White Stockings. But
with Flint injured and Kelly unable
to hold him, he could not let himself
out. :

In this game Gore was hlt by a
pitched ball and fell' unconscious ta
the ground and was carrled off the
fleld. \

To AUl his place In centre fleld. Cor-
coran went {o the outfield and wes
obliged to borrow one of the old gray
sults of the Providerice team, as the
White Stockings had no spare uni-
form. T'his victory was the 20th {n 22
siarts by the Grays.

21st \"k:tnr_v T YWon

Because of the =alleged dirty playing
of the Chicagos. especially the sly
tricks of Mike Kelly, the crowds at
Messer Park delighted to hoot Baby
Anson and his gang. But the final
game found the Whife Stockings on
thelr best behavior, and not a hint
of dirty playlng was made. The game
was the cleanest and beat of .the sea-
son between the two teams, the Grays

winning. 6 to 4. Radford turned the
laugh .on Kelly, who was catching, by
sliding under him and between his
legs as he walted for ‘‘Little Paul” at
the plate with the ball in his hands.

This was the 2Ist victory for the
Grays in 23 played.

Owing & postponed game, . Detrolt
came back a day ahead of the sched-
ule and went down to a 7 to 1 defeat.
Radbourn glving six hits. The next
day, Detroit fell before the Grays for
{he 12th successive time, losing 6 to 5,
in "an 1ll-inning battle. The visitors
got a four-run lead In the third in-
ning'by batting Radbourn hard, but
the Grays got to Weldnmian In the
fourth and fifth and forged ahead. but
Detroit tled the game in the ninth on
hits and an error by Hines. Carroil
won the game In the 11th by hitiing
=zafely and rounding the bases on steals
and putouts.

The standing Sept. 1 showed the
Grays so far out in front that the
outcome of the race was hardiy ‘in
doubt, although the Boston papers in-
sisted the Reds would eventusally heat,
ihe Grays for the flag. At this time,
Providence had won 64 games and lost
but S0, while. the Reds had won 58
and lost 26, a six- -game lead Ior the
Grays.

With the championship practicalily
seltled, the chlef interest of baseball
fans the country over lay In how long
the winving streak of Providence and
the phenomenal work of Radbourn
would continue without meeting disas-
ter. But the team that was to smash
the streak was just around the cor-
ner. Buffalo next appeared at Messer
Park and fell, 4 to 0, the Grays glv-
ing one of their best exhibitlons ot
the year, not an error of any kind
marring the performance. But three
hits rolled off the Buffalo bsts. Rowe
getiing two singles and Force a double.

Radbourn Complimented

Radbourm struck cut 10. Big Dan
Brouthers pald Radbourn a great com-
pliment when he declared “he wax glad
the Bisons were about_done with Provi-
dence for the year.” Asked why he
replied: *“‘Because,you have such demon
pltchers here/” :

This was a gala day for Radbourn
and Glilligan and. thelr friends, 8s a
great demonstration was turned loose
at Messer Park, A crowd of friends of
both obtalned photographs of recent
date and had large crayon pictures
meade, elaborately framed. The game
was held up in the early innings ana
& delegatilon marched out onto the
fleld and unveiled a life size portrait
of Radbourn. They returned to their
seals, but In the next Jdnning agaln
'paraded onto the diamand and the same
process was repeated with Gilligan,



Radbourn walked olth onto the dia-
mond ang helped the Grays hang a 10
to 1 defeat on the Bisons the next day
Seven of the Bisons falling-on strikes,
With one base on balls the onlv errov
by the locals. This game was the 25th
viclory in the last 27 slarts. Cleve-
land replaced Buffalo and was beaten
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Buffalo had been playing great ball
for some time and had worked her way
up to third position. It seemed in the
air that something was going'to hap-
pen as the Bisons came back to Messer
Park to close their series here for the
year. A good-sized crowd was present
and sat in at the game the whole coun-
try had been looking for to accomplish
the defeat of Radbourn and the Grays.
The strain had become so violent that
even the Providence players felt a de-
feat would be welcome.

This event happened Tuesday, Sept. 9,
after the Grays had -won 20 straight
games and Radbourn had taken 27 vic-
tories out of 27 starts. The 2 to 0
defeat could not be laid to ‘‘Rad,” as
he pitched winning ball, but Galvin was
a little too good for the Grays that
day, as he shut them out, and the
Bisons rewarded him for his great work
In holding the Grays to four singles—
two by Start and one each by Rad-
bourn and Farrell—by scoring two runs,
enough to win, although they got but
five off ‘“‘Rad,” O'Rourke getting a dotu-
ble and Rowe three singles.

The contest was spirited and exciting,
with both teams playing brilllant ball
in the field, but hitting weakly. To
quote the baseball writer of the Ptovi-
dence Journal the next morning on the
two runs made by Buffalo: “Lillie
opened the fifth inning with a long fly
to left field which Carroll captured.
Then Egsler hit the ball and sent it
rolling to Radford in right field. He
made a grand stop and pickup a&nd
threw to Start to put Eggler out, as
most persons who witnessed the play
thought, but Mr. Gaffney, the umpire,
was of the opinion that Eggler was at
the bag before the ball, and so allowed
him to stay there.

“O'Rourke was the next at bat and
had two strikes and Radbourn pitched
another splendid ball, which could not
be anything but a strike. Just at this
minute, however, Eggler started to steal
second and attracted the umpire's at-
tentlon so that he did not see the
ball pass over the plate, and he gave
it as a called ball. O'Rourke hit the
next ball for two bases, sending Eggler
home. He was advanced to second on
a passed ball and scored on Rowe's sin-
gle.”

3 to 1 in the first game, but came
pernouély near to bealing the Grays
the following.day, losing by a score
of 6§ to 4. Cleveland held the lead at
4 to 1 until the eighth, wheun Denny
hit the ball far over the fence in decp
left fleld, below the carriage gate with
one on. one riin having previously been
scored.in the inning.

In the Gray's half of the ninth Car-
roll reached first on White's wild throw
and made third on Start's single. Rad-
bourn tried t0 win his own game and
drove a long liner to right that looked
good for extra bases and Carroll started
for the plate and -Start for second.
But Lillle made a great catch of the
drive and returned it to Richardson on
first base in time to double Carroll],
ending the game and the great win-
ning streak of Radbourn and the Grays.
Bassett played third base in this game,
88 Denny was ill,

The box score:

BUFFALO PROVIDENCE
abbhpoa e| abbhpoa e
O'Rourke,l,c 31 2 0 OHinesm... 4 0200
Rowe,c,l... 4 3 6 1 Q'Carroltl.. 40200
Rich’'rdson,2 4 0 2 6. 1*Start,1... 42500
Brouthers,}-°3 0110 O|Radb’'urn,p 4 1 01 1
White.3.... 301 3 1(Farrell,l2.. 31310
?orce.s..... 3013 I.Gllllgan,c, 301000
Jilier...... 3021 0lIrwin,s.... 30030
tgglerm.. 3 1 2 0 O}|Bassett,3. 3 0000
Salvin,p.... 3 011 1iRadlord,r. 2 02 00
Totals., .29 52713 3| Totals..30 424 5 1

Innings ....v...... 1234586789
Buffalo ....cco00000e 00002000 0—2
Providence ...,...... 000000O0 0 0--0

Earned runs—Buffalo 2. Two-base hits—
O'Rourke 1. Bases on balls—Of Galvin 1,
off Radbourn 1. Struck out—By Radbourn
8, by Galvin 4. Double plays—Force to Rich-
ardson to Brouthers; Lillle to Richardson.
Time—1:30. Umpire—Gaflney. E

With the strain of succeseive vic-
tories off their minds the Grays started
afresh the next day by handing Cleve-
land a 5 to 3 beating, although the
Clevelands got nine hits with a total
of 12 oft Radbourn, while thé Grays got
but flve singles off  Harkins. Seven
errors by the visitors ‘helped things
along. The next day Cleveland again
fell, 9 to 1, Radbourn allowing but
three hits, but these included a home
run by. HotalWig and a double by Mul-
doon: Cleveland made 11 €errors. Rad-
bourn struck out 12 men.

Buffalo came back for another killing,
but was licked 8 to 2, getting six hits
off “Rad,” with Buffalo making 12 er-
rors, The Grays won their last home
game of the season by defeating Buflalo
6 to 1. .

Providence fans made the final day
here ns gala one and presentatlons were
the rule of the hour. Radbourn was
presented a huge bouquet and *“a bulky

The Grays made the run of victorles
20 straight against Cleveland the fol-
lowing day, winning a great game, 3
to @, Gilligan helped Radbourn not a
little - in this game, flelding magnifi-
cently.

envelope containing lawful currency of
the United States.” Farrell was given a
framed photograph of himself, similar
to the oncts given Radbourn and Gilli-
gan, and with this was a solid gold
watch, chain and .charm, the charm
being in the form of .a $20 gold piece,
the whole costing 8185.”

The 'Grays left for Cleveland that
night-eight games in front of Boston,
the standing being: Providence—won
73, tost 21, percentage .776; Boston had
won 65 and lost 28, a percentage of
.698.

Arriving at Cleveland for a post-
poned game Radbourn pitched the
Grays t- a 10-2 victory, his third on
the new string and the 30th in the last
31. Three straight. were won at De-
troit, but the fourth was lost. The
first game at Detroit was stubbornly
contested and the Detroits tried hard
to breaK. the long. string of defeats
handed the team by the Grays. But
Radbourn "was gtrong in the pinches
and held the game in his hands all the
way.

The Boston scribes still were uncon-
vinced and the morning of the first

game the Reds played on the trip had
figured how many the Reds would have
to win and the Grays lose to put Bos-
ton on top. The race of the year be-
fore wag quoted and the boast made
that the Reds would repeat on the
Western trip and the Grays were
doomed. Just how they got that way
is hard to tell, but their hopes got a
severe jolt when the Chlcagos plastercd
the Reds with a 17 to 0 defeat.

YWhen the Boston fans read the story
the next morning they were dumb-
founded. Manager Morrill presented
Buffington in the box and the White
Stockings proceeded to knock him out.
Manager Morrill went into the box when
the slaughter.of Bufiington became too
bad, but fared almost ag poorly.- The
White Stockings collected 22 hitg with
a total of 36.

Chlcago BReats Grays

Gore made two home runs, while
Pfeffer and Burns contributed circuit
clouts, with numerous doubles mixed
in. Boston made four hits-off Larry
Corcoran and Boston made 10 errors.

Continuing the good work the GraYs
won the second game at Detroit, 9 to
5, making- the fifth winning start for
“Old Hcss' since losing to Buffalo anc
the 31st game in 32 pitched. Chicago
again whipped Boston, not so badly as
in the previous game, but bad enough,
the score standing 18 to 9. Whitney
was batted off the rubber and Morrlll
again finished. This was,some game
and 27 errors were made, éoston mak-
ing 15 and Chicago 12. As this practi-
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cally put Boston out of the running the
Reds will be named here but few times
from now on. )

It was the same story in the third
game at Detroit, Radbourn adding his
sixth straight victory .4nd the Grays
were out of danger. This was the 32nd
in 33 starts fo? *‘Rad.” ' The final game
was a walkaway for Detroit, the Grays
taking a 7 .to 1 beating. Radbourn
was not hit so hard, but hig suppért
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XXXIV.

With the championship settled, in-
terest in the trip of the Grays among
the Western teams cooled and Turks
Head was a deserted place and traflic
in that square resumed its normal tone.
Eddje Conley was given two chances in
Buffalo on succeeding days, and while
he held the Bisons to six singles he
lost, 2 to 0. the first day and was hit
hard the second, the Grays losing, 11
to 2.

The remainder of the champlionship
season was disposed of with the Grays
winning and losing about an even
number of games, the season ending at
Philadelphia with an 8 to 0 victory.
The final standing showed the Grays
winning by 10!, games, the record
being Providence won 84, lost 28; Bos-
ton won 73, lost 38. The Grays won
nine from Boston and lost seven, won
10 from Buffalo and lost six; 11 from
Chicago and lost five; New York, Phila-
delphia and Cleveland found the Grays
a tough proposition, as each of the trlo
lost 13 of the 16 games played with the
champions. Detroit could win but one
game in 16, taking the final game.

After the jumping of Sweeney In
July the burden of the pitching fell on
Radbourn. He was supported grandly
by Gllligan and. the rest of the team.
Tharley Bassett showed himself a big
league player, filling all demands on
him with satisfaction to the directors
and public. Later Bassett made an en-
viable record as a regular player in the
Natlonal League.

Record Never Equalled

Radbourn kept his promise and
showed himself not only a great pitch-
er, but a fine all-around ball player,
being equally at home at any of the
infleld or outfield positions, and withal
was a fine batter. His greatest achieve-
ment, perhaps, was against Boston. The
Reds had two pitchers to send against
Radbourn, but numbers counted for
nothing, and Radbourn made a record
that has never been equalled. No man
in baseball ever deserved more than
this star of the diamond in 1884.

This great player was born in Roch-
ester, N. Y., in 1854, but when seven
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went to pleces, the Grays committing
11 errors..

Chicago won the first game In that
city, 5 to 3, hitting Radbourn hard, the
seven safetles includjng two home runs
by Pfeffer and doubles” by Kelly and
Dalrymple. , This heavy hitting over-
come the eight passes issued by Clark-
son and the 15 errors made by the
White Stockings. Conley won for the
Grays, 6 to 5, In 10 innings the next

years of age went with his parents to
Bloomington, Ill., where he made hlis
home until his death several years ago.
He was one of a family of 18 children.
And, by the way, Ciiff Carroll also was
8 Bloomingtonsboy.

Charley Radbourne never pitched for
a record, but for the success of the
Grays. He favored himself only in
games that the Grays were almost sure
to win, but when a victory was needed
he was equal to the occasion, as the
box scores show.

Contrary to general belief, the feel-
ing between the Grays and the Boston
players, and between the directors of
the two teams, was of the pleasantest
nature, and after each game, no matter
how bitterly contested, the players
fraternized, visited.each other’'s homes
and often dined together.

Looking “over the record of 1884 it
is found that the Grays won almest
all the ektra inning games, showing the
fighting nature of the team. In each
trip away fro home, excepting the
final one, the téam carried 13 players
and its success was -mHotable. But i
this final trip, which was the least suc-
cessful df any, but 12 players were car-
ried. Manager Bancroft was not super-
stitious about the 13 players, but al-
ways figured to lose a game on a day
when a load of barrels passed him.

One little item that was almost for-
gotten is that some of the players
banked largely on a horseshoe found by
Radford in Detroit the previous year
when he was with Boston and that
team won the pennant. This horseshoe
was carried with the team everywhere
it went and in the home games was
hung in the clubroom under the grand-
stand. For a long time Hines was seen
to go Into the clubroom just before
going to bat, stop a moment and then
return to take his plale at the plate.
He was watched one day and it was
found that he went to the corner where
the shoe hung on a piece of string,
turned it around and then returnéd to
the field.

Superstitions.
Hines had a great habit of talking to
himself, holding at times extended con-
versations with himself, perhaps taking
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day, Dalrymplé and Pfeffer making
home runs. To the surprise and de-
light of everybody Paul Radford also
made a home run.

- Radbourn was back.in the box the
next day and won, 8 to 3; Start getting
a home run, which had Bécome a habit
with the Grays. In the figal game the
White Btockings batted Radbourn all
over the fleld to win, 15 to 10, scoring
10 runs in the first inning. Each team
made 14 errors.

consolation in the fact that he -could
hear himself think while, being hard
of hearing, he couldn’t hear those who
spoke to him. After a game one day
at Messer Park Umpire McLean told
a few hearers that as he cautioned
Paul against ‘‘sassing’” the umps with
the threat of a fine Paul said to him-
self: “If me was out of debt, me would
not‘gla})l' ball another day.”

ith the championship assured and
the day of the return of the team draw-
ing near preparations were made for a
reception to the players that should be
worthy of the feat of winning the pen-
nant for Providence, Two benefit games
were arranged with the Cincinnati
team, the proceeds to go to the players.
At the time also Manager Jim Mutrie
of the champion Metropolitan team of
the American Association, the man who
originated the saying, “We are the Peo-
ple,” as applied to baseball, sent a chal-
lenge to the Providence directors for a
series of games between the two cham-
plion nines. This appealed’ to the loca?
magnates and the series weas later ar-
ranged.

On the evening of Oct. 18 a vasy
throng assembled at Union station hero
to greet the team. A large squad or
police was on hand, but failed to con-
trol the crowd, which packed the sta-
tion and overflowed on to the tracks.
As the train came In sight the pent-up
enthusiasm was giyen full vent and the
old station rang with the cheers and
cries of thousands of enthusiasts. while
White's Military Band played stirring
airs. When the players stepped off the
train, the rush swept the police away
and hand claspe and back-patting ruled
for several Tminutes. A crowd of Brown
students grasped Bassett and gave a
dozen rah rahs for the son of Brown,

New Brooms.

It took some time for the police to
clear the way to the walting barouches
where a new broom was given each
player and during the parade to the
Narragansett Hotel that followed they
wore the brooms over their shoulders.
Exchange place was lurld with red fire
and packed: from. curb to -ourb.... As
the procession, led by the band and a
regiment of rooters, started through
Exchange place for Washington row, a
detachment from Battery A fired an
11-gun salute, the number of games
the Grays won over the Reds in the
flag race.

Sidewalks were crowded from curb
line to bulldings with a cheering, tum-
bling crowd, while every window on



the line of march was crowded with
rooters, waving handkerchiefs and flags.
Arriving at the Narragansett the play-
ers were escorted through a dense crowd
to the lobby of the hotel and amid a
tremendous demonstration took their
places at the head of the grand stalircase,
where there was more handshaking and
enthusiasm. The dinner was served in
the main dining hall and the room was
filled with prominent men of the city.

It was announced at the dinner that
the season had been a success finan-
cially as well as in other ways, due
largely to the business ability of Mana-
ger Bancroft and Managing Director
“Ned"” Allen. But the directors ad-
mitted that the patronage at Messer
Park had hardly come up to expecta-
tions. Mention was made of signing
Tom Lovett, North End boy recently
deceased. Tom had a short time pre-
viously performed a pitching stunt by
striking out 17 of the New York team.

A day or two after the banquet
rumors spread about town that Rad-
bourn would not be with the Grays in
1885, as under his agreement with the
directors when he took up the pitching
burden that if the Grays won the pen-
nant he would be given his release.
But Radbourn declared he would rather
play in Providence than anywhere else,
and he was with the team the follow-
ing year, which was the filnal season
in the National League for Providence.

On Oct. 18 it was announced that
the challenge of Jim Mutrie had been
accepted and that a series’ of games
would be played for the champlionship
of the United States beginning the fol-
lowing week. From this serles, the first
for the world’'s champlonship, eventual-
ly grew the present fall classic between
ther champions of the National and
American Leagues.

The Cincinnatl team came here and
fell In both games, played in cold
weather before small crowds. The Grays
won the first game, 4 to 1, Radbourn
allowing but two hits. The second
game was played with Eddie Conley in
the box and was called at the'end of
the ninth inning with the score 2 to
2, the Cincinnatis wishing to catch a
train.

At the second Cincinnati game the
frlends of Gillligan presented him a’
gold watch and chain and charm, the
present costing 8175. A pair of sleeve
buttons in the form of 85 gold pleces
was also given to Glilligan as a ‘‘mark
of esteem from your lady friends in
Providence.”

Hines Bats .304

Officlal records showed that Hines led

the team in batting with an average of

.304. Start was second with .273..

The final round of festivities to cele-
brate the winning of the championship
was held at the Vgie de 1Eau Club
Tuesday, Oct. 21, when all the players
but Radbourn, together with more than
100 rooters; held a fleld day at this once
well-known club at Ocean Cottage. A
clambake was the big feature and at
this function, presided over by Col. J.
Lippitt 8now, the players were given
gold badges and gold watch charms in
the shape of a rooster, the number to
get badges including Wood of the De-
troit team, Snyder of the Cincinnati
teamm and Umpolire Gaffney, who were
present. )

Col. John O. Wyman, one of the best
after-dinner speakers of his day, was
the speaksr of the day.

“Some. controversy ensued over the

plans for the series between the Grays
and the Metropolitans, Mutrie demand-
ing the lion’s share of the gate recelpts,
which were expected to be large. Mu-
trie firfally accepted the terms of the
Providence. club, calling for an equal
division - of the entire receipts. The
New York Herald declared the Grays
were afrald to meet so formidable op-
ponents as the Metropolitan champlons
of the American Association.” But as
soon as the terms were agreed to the
Grays packed up and left for New York.

) Champlonship Series

The first game was played Oct. 23
and won by the Grays, 6 to 0. The
weather was disagreeable and cold, but
2500 attended. A high, cold wind han-
dicapped the players. Keefe pitched a
poor game, while Radbourne was it his
best. The Grays clinched the game in
the first inning when Hines and Farrell
singled oft Keefe and scored on a serles
of wild pitches and passed balls,

In the second inning Hines again hit
safely and scored on a passed ball and
two wild pitches. The Grays batted
Keefe hard in the seventh, when dou-
bles by Farrell and Gilligan. a triple
by Irwin and a single by Denny scored
three runs.

The box score: -

PROVIDENCE METROPOLITANS

ablbpoae ablbroae
Hinesm.... 4 11 0 O[Nelson,s.. 40220
Carroll,l.... 4 0 1 0 O{Brady,r... 40100
Radboarn,p 4 0 0 1 O|Easter'ks,3 40030
Start,1..... 4 0130 O|[Rosem'nm 3 00 0O
Farrell,2... 412 2 0/Orr.1..... 301300
frwin.s..... 310 4 1/Tray2.... 31050
Gilligan.c.. 3 1 8 2 O/ Reipsch'rc 3 07 21
Denny,3.... 3 1 0 2 1|Kennedy,l. 30000
Radford,r.. 3 0 2 0 1|Keefe,p... 1010
Totals ..31527113 To'}lls .30224'131

Innings .......... 152713704 1S 6) B8
Providence ......... 21000030 0—8
Runs—Hines 2. Carroll, Farrell, Irwin,
Gllligan—8. Bases on balls—By Keefe 2.

Struck out—By Keefe 8, by Radbourn 9.
Three-base hit—Irwin. Two-base. - hits—
Farrell and Gillllgan. Double play—Irwin to
Farrell to Start. WiIild plitches—Keefe 4;
Radbourn 2. Passed balls—Relnschlager %,

Gllligan 2. Umpire—Kennedy. Tims—1h.
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The second game, played Oct. 24, was
also won by the Grays, 3 to 1, In a 7-
inning battle, called because of dark-
ness. About 1000 were present. All
the Grays’ runs were made {in the fifth,
when Farrell and Giligan made sin-
gles and Denny cleared the bases on a
home run The Mets scored in the
same Inning on Roseman’s hit and
wild throws by Irwin and Farrell.
The box score: '

L)
PROVIDENCE METROPOLITANS
) ablbpoae Jablbpoae
Hines,m.... 4 0 3 0 O|Nelson.s., 31120
Carroll,l... 4°0 0 0 O|Brady,2... 303 00
Radbourn,p 3 0 0 O O|Easter'ks,3 31110
Start,1..... 31 70 OjRosem'am 3110 0
3231 2]orr1.'.;. 30700
3030 1|Troy,2.%. 20130
3135 3 0/Hanbert,c. 20 S 1 0
31220Kennedy,l. 20200
Radford,p.. 3 0 2 0 O/Keefe,p,.. 20010
Totals ...290521930 Totals ..2332180
Innings ........ 1 2.3 4 5 6 7
Providence ....... 0 0 0°'0 3 0 0—3
Metropolitan ...... 0 0 001 0 0—1

Earned runs—Providence 3. Base on
balls— By Keefe 2. Struck out—By
Keefe 4, by Redbourn 6. Two-base hits
—Gilligan, Farrell. Home runs—Denny.
Double plays—Keefe to Troy to Orr.
Wild pitch—Keefe 1. Umpire—Ramsen.
Time—1:35.

The final game was played Oct. 25 in
cold blustering weather and was won
by the Grays 11 to 2.:The game was

o

called in the sixth Inning because of
the cold. :
The score:
PROVIDENCE | METROPOLITANS
ablb po a e} ablbpoae
Hinesm.... 21 0 O/Nelson,r.. 30010
Carroll,l.. 441 0 0 0/|Brady,s... 30301
Radbourn,p 4 1 0 1 O|FEaster'bs.3 3 2 0 12
Btart.1.... '3 0 6 0 O|Rosem'n,m 32000
Parrell,2... 310 3 0/Orr,1..... 311200
frwin,s....- 3121 2|Foster,2.. 30241
Gilligan,c.. 3 2 4 0 1|Reipsch’'rc 2 0 2 2 6
Denny3... 3 21 2 O|Kennedyl.-20110
Radford,r.. 2 0 3 0 O|Becan'nn,p 21040
—_— e ——
Totals....279187 31 To'als.24618 13 10
INnIngs ... i 123 456
Providence .............. 1200 4 4—11
Metropolitans  ............ 00001 1— 2

Struck out—By Radbourn 2, by Keefe 1.
Two-base hita—Easterbrooks. Three-base
hita—Denny. Double plays—Kennedy to Fos-
ter;.Farrell to Irwin to Start. Wild pitches
—Radbourn 1, Becannon 1. Passed balls—
Relpschlager 2. Base on balls—By Becannon
¢. Umpire—Keefe. Time—1:20.

The Grays won a silk pennant em-
blematic of the worlda champlonship
that cost 8100, and waved beside the
League pennant the following season.
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.XXXV.

The season of 1885 was not only the
final campaign of the Providence club
as a member ‘'of the National League,
but the least satisfactory of any since
the advent of the Grays in the Na-
tional League. Starting out with a
Bouthern trip that was fairly satisfac-
tory, the club entered the pennant race
with a team that was confidently ex-
pected to walk away- again with the
pennant. But, fourth place was the
best the team could get snd fifth was
narrowly escaAped, a few victories at
the close of the schedule saving it
from falling below Boston.

Strengthened by the addition of new
and stronger players, the Grays started
the league season with bright pros-
pects, and the opening games at Mes-
ser Park twere liberally patronized, but
as the season wore on and the quality
,of ball was far inferior to that of the
previous season, the attendance fell oft
alarmingly, and before the clcse of the
race interest in the Grays had fallen
so low that the accounts of the Provi-
dence games were given third consid-
eration by the local press, the Chicago
and New York games being given the
leading places and the display heads,
with the Grays sunk low down in the
column., 7

= Gmys Slump.

At the end of the season. the St.
Louis Sporting Times printed a para-
graph that toid the situation to a let-
ter, dec'aring that the team. always a
weak hitting team, but strong In the
fleld, had batted weaker than ever and
fallen to next to last place in flelding.
The paragraph closed as. follows: “The
team _is' completely gone, root and
brax}ch. and, apparntly, is dying of dry
rot.”

Troubles among the players was not
the only thing to blame, as there was
discord among the directors and stock-
‘holders. Rumors were about town, as
early ag the middle of the season, that
some of the officlals were In league
with Boston and that a flnanclal offer
had been made for Radbourn and Gil-
ligan, which was being considered. This
did not materialize, however, until long
after the championship .season had
ended and the directors had declared
the team would be In the National
League .In 1886,

Thln&s floated along in this wa.y tin
cold weathér, and even as late as Oct.
17. when the National League had a
special meeting In New York, it was
declared at the session that the Provi-
dence club would be a member of the
league the next season. But later de-
velopments showed that some of the
officials at least had negotiated with
another city for ths disposal of the
franchise; and that Radbourn and Gilil-
ligan, and possibly one or two other
plavers, were to g0 to Boston.

This was denied vigorously, but later
developments showed the rumors were
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founded on fact. The franchise was
sold and Boston got the players she
needed to rebuild a team as badly de-
moralized as ‘the Grays.
.Things Stir Up

Manager Bancroft arrived in Provi-
dence early in March, accompanied by
his bride .and things began to stir
around . headquarteru An ambitious

‘southern tr{p, to take the entire month

of April, was arranged, planned on the
‘Successful southern trip of the year be-
fcre. Among the new players signed
were Tom Lovett of this city; Charley
Bassett of Pawtucket, who proved a val-
uable player when Denny was of. but
little use to the team because of ma-
laria from which he suffered nearly
all the season.

Jim McCormick of the Cleveland team
of the previous year was signed, as
was Con Dalley of Woonsocket, later
cne of the best catchers in the game,
Dupee Shaw, a left hander and the
first southpaw pitcher of the Grays
of ‘any account, since Richmond, was
also signed, but only after a long and
bitter fight with Boston, that club
claimed Shaw because of its “influence
in getting Shaw reinstated after he had
jumped to the 8t. Louls club of the
outlaw Union League.

S8haw was a member of the Grays all
the season and was one of its strongest
assets. McCormick did fair work while
he was with the team, but was suffer-

ing with a lame arm and was of little

use to the teanmi. ‘This signing of 8haw
and McCormick with Radbourn as the
mainstay, and the obtaining of Dalley,
gave the Grays three 'batteries, Gilli-
gan and Nava being the other: catch-
ers,
. Difficuit Signing

There was some difficulty in signing
the players of the champion 1884 team
as all of them demanded. and .flnally
got, an increase in salaries. Shaw; was
signed for 83500 and wes worth it. Rad-

 bourn was willing to play again with

Providence, although under the-agree-

ment with the club he was a free agent

83 the Grays won' the champlonship {n
1884. . After 8gme negotlations & con-

‘tract, with the salary item left blank.
was sent Radbourne. with lnstructlons
to A1l it out himself.

The contract was returned with 34000
inserted as the flgures. This was ac-
cepted by the-directors and ‘“Rad’ re-
ported here in March. This contrac{
was later presented to Martin C. Day,
for years city. editor of the Providence
Journal, and official scorer of the Grays
for years. Mr. Day cherished this con-
tract as one of his most precious sou-
venirs of his connection with baseball,
and kept it to the day of his death.
The writer was shown the paper one
day while “fanning” with “Mart" in
his den in the old Journal Bulilding.

Things looked bright when it was an-
nounced at the annual meeting of the

" hand.”

Providence club, Jan. 30, 1885, that th
1884 season had been the most suc
cessful in every way since the club wa
formed. The figures showed that
total of 64,409 pald admissions wen
recelved at Messer Park and that :
“satisfactory bank balance was or
President Root was re-electec
and Marsh B. Mead was elected treas-
urer. Mr. Mead later got control o
the stock, and® it was declared, when
the franchise was sold, that he ovmed
or controlled the majority of the stock.
A vote of thanks and confldence in
Manager Bancroft was psassed.

Crane Ndt So Good

Ed Crane, a pitcher of renown in his
day, was signed, before the team went
South, meking five pitchers on the roll,
but Crane didn’t do the team much
good and was used in the box but few
times. Later Tom Lovett was sold to
the Philadelphias.

The Grays started the season well by
winning the opening game at Philadel-
phia, which had also been strengthened,
8 to 2, flelding the same team as won
the pennant the previous year. After
cne game in Philadelphia the team
jumped to New York, where an 8 to §
defeat tacked on -with Shaw In the
box: he was hit hard. Radbourn pitched
the next day and the Grays won 4
to 3. Going back to Philadelphla Mc-
Cormick was gent to the box. He was'
wild and was beaten 9 to 6. ;
" Although the Grays had batted Keefe
hard in the World Series at the close
of the 1884 season, when the Grays
went against him on their return, to
New York, they could find him for lb
one hit, & single by Farrell.

May 11 was the date of the opening
championship game at Messer Park and
a falr crowd sat in. The World Serles
pennant was raised on one stdaff and
the National-lLeague pennant on an-
other. The series pennant was of white
silk with black letters and trimmings,
and a beautiful plece of work it was,
of the whip variety., and about 30 feet,
long. Radbourn was In the box and
the Grays won 9 to 4 over Buffalo. The
next day Shaw beat the Bilsons 5§ to 1
in a light hitting game, allowing but
three singles, the Grays getting but
four singles off Serad,

18 Errors

But possibly the light hitting may
be laid to the fact that the Grays made
10 errors and the Bisons 18, as many
of the errors would undoubtedly be
given’ as"hits nowadays. Serad gave
nine bases on balls and these were
counted as errors. '

Everybody awalted the first St. Louls
game, as it was announced that Rad-
bourn and Sweeney would battle it out
in'the box in this game. When the
St. Louls team took the fleld thete
were more than 3000 spectators pres-
ent. Where it was supposed Sweeney
would meet with a frigid reception the
reverse was the case, as when the for-
mer Providence star faced the Grays the
big crowd broke out into a demon-
stration that had no equal at Messer
Park from the day of its inauguration.
Sweeney was cheered throughout the
game.

It wag a sweet morsel for Sweeney
and he responded by holding the Grays
to flve acattered singles, striking qut
four men and beating the Grays 8




to 2, The st Louls team batted Rad-
bourn hard, collécting 12 hits with a
total of 15. The Grays also flelded
miserably, Hines alone making four er-
rors {n centre fleld. This game was
the: ploneer of the costly losses of the
Grays and the beginning of the end.
Shaw Galns.

. Shaw was rapidly galning the good
will of the Providence public as he
was showing better form than any of
the Grays’s pitchers, not excepting Rad-
bourn. He pitched a great game against
Buffalo In this first home geries, hold-
ing the Bisons in his hand and win-
ning 3 to 0. The next day Radbourn
also handed the Bisons a 3 to 0 shut-
out.. The close of the second week
of‘the season showed New York In first
place with eight victorles and two de-
feats, Chicago in - second position with
seven and three, and the Grays third
with flve won and four lost. "~

The Grays were somewhat crlppled
during this period as Denny ‘was of
lltt,le use to the club_because  of ma-
larla but Bassett played third base
as well, as Jerry McCormick’s lame arm
was still lame.

Another big crowd gathered at Mes-
gser’ Park when St. Louls returned from
ita Boston engagement It Sweeney
had the laugh on Radbourn in ‘that
first tussle, the tables were turned with
a vengeance in the second. The Grays
batted Sweeney out of the box {n the
fourth inning, having made 12 hits off
him, includirrg two three-base hits by
Carroll, .Radbourn toyed with 8t. Louls.

McCormick was given a beating by
Chicago and in addition to being bat-
ted hard he passed seven and “made
six wild pitches. More than 1500 saw
this game go to Chicago 10 to 0, and
great was the Indignation about town.
The fans would have sold the téam
for 30 cents about that time. More
of the rumors that abounded in Provi-
dence went flying about town and it
was sald that the Grays would not
support Shaw or McCormick. Both
pitchers published a letter In the news-
papers to the effect that they were
perfectly satisfled with the support
glven them by thelr mates’ and the
best of feeling existed In the team,

GRAYS SLIPPING

At the end of the first month the
relative positions of the leading teams
were the same as at the end of the
first fortnight, with New York on top
and Providence -third, less than three
zames back, but apparently slipping.
The high water mark of the season
was reached Memorial Day. when 4000
saw the Grays defeat Chicago 4 to 1
In the morning gzame. and Detroit suc-
cumb in the afternoon 4 to 3, in 10
{nnings.  before 3000.

» The Boston eerles was the best of
the year. and encouraging crowds at-
tended, but with the' close of that se-
Tles the Interest waned rapidly, not only
here, but in Boston, matters In that
City belng about as poorly as here.
Things went from bad to worse, and
all sorts of absurd statements were
"P"e&d about town as to the team “lay-
Ing down" and *dissipation of the

Players™  Thig latter statement was
true enough.

Going West badly crippled, dlsaster
after disaster afflicted the team. and
at one time or another about every
man on the team was out because of
injuries or other matters. Farrell had
a broken arm, Bassett a broken flnger
and Denny ‘malaria.” Radbourn had
a badly brulsed hand, and the fans
panned the club for releasing Crane,
although when he was let out every-
body geemed glad. At St. Louls, Irwin
sustained a broken finger and was sent
home.

Returning to Providence, the team
played to &mall and discouraging
crowds, and the quality of ball dis-

played was as meagre as the crowds.
Manning had been sfgned to play short-
atop in Irwin's place, but was.nio better
than when he wore a Providence uni-
form a few years before. About Aug.
1, President Root reslgned, and J. Ed-
ward Allen was elected in his place.
Both Radbourn and Shaw were sick and
Edgar Smith of this city was obtained
to help out.
Eleven Games in Ruck.

At this time the Grays were far down
in the ruck, so far as first place was
concerned, being 11 games back of the
leading New York team.

Things were bad enough with the
team and It was common knowledge
that the players were being tampered
with by other clubs, and that they were
playing poor ball to force the club to
disband at the end of the season, giv-
ing them their freedom 89 .they: could
sign elsewhere for larger salaties. "I‘hen
too, It became known that the larger
clubs, including Boston, New York,
Philadelphia, Chicago and 8t. Louis,
were in a compact to force Providence,
Buffalo and Detroit out of the league.

Hines was suspended for ‘‘breaking
training;"” Carroll was sick, and the en-

tire team was demoralized. Listless,
indolent ball was played ‘to empty
benches., At that time the Providence

JourRhal baseball writer printed a scath-
ing artlcle gne morr

players with eve!-y 8ln on the calendar
and urging the sugpension of the worst
of the offenders and the signing of
local amateurs to complete the season

A league meeting was held Aug. 2 to
consider '‘changes in the rules,’” as an-
nounced by the league orﬁclals‘ but
really to take measures to oust the
Providence club. As Buffalo and Detroit
were hanging by a thread the trlo made
a compact to fight the proposed ouster
and succeeded, as unexpectedly the Nevy
York club took sides with the three in-
tended victims and the measure ralJed
to go through..

The Providence directors had a. knlfe
up their sleeves at this time, and In
“the event of certaln thmgs“cOmmg
up” the delegates—President Allen and
George J. West—were empowered to
pull the knife. The delegates-together
with Stillman White, had been appoint-
ed a committee just before this meet-,
183 to .arrange fof &'sale of the play-
ey at that time and to wind up the
affalrs of the club.

"OwlIng to the &ction o? ‘the New York
club, represented by John B. Day, the
committee refrained from taking action,
seeing a more favorable time to dispose
of -the property later on. Probably Mr
Day had some Inkling of what was
golng on when he apparently rorsook

hig.co-consplrators, as it became known
later that the Boston club practlcally
had an option on the Provldence play-
ers and franchise.

The stockholders held a meeting
Sept. 9 and ""voted to continue the team
in 1886." That this was a collossal bluff
became known later. Both sides evi-
dently carried out their bluff, waliting
for developments as at a League meet-
ing in New York Nov. 18, President Al-
len of the Grays was elected to the
Board of Directors of the League.

In the mean time the team kept on
its way to the goal almed at and lost
game after game until 13 straight de-
faats had been hung up. The quality
of ball was of the most miserable na-
ture, the players being {ndolent and
listless in every contest. Yet so -poor
were the other teams holding lower
places that the Providence team was
kept in third place in the standing de-
spite the efforts of the players to get
to the bottom.

As the team lost Iits 13th straight
game, one of the players let the cat
out of the bag by declaring In .a mo-
ment pf hilarity that the whole thing
had been cut and dried and that it
had been figured out to lose that num-
ber and then jump In for the final
game of the season at Messer Park and
show just what sort of a team the
Grays really was. They showed it all
right. Had the directors disbanded the
team then and there, fined the players
all they had coming and blacklisted the
lot it would have been no more than
the players and the rest of the Na-
tional League deserved. But this would
have splked the contemplated deal with
the Boston club, and it was allowed
to pass.

The Information printed in the above
paragraph was conveyed to the writer
by a man who was active in baseball
at the time and who had several state-
ments In black and white on paper,
now yellowed with age, which he per-
mitted the writer to read a short time:
ago. N

. Best. Game of Year. .

But the facts of this flnal National
League game in Providence are that in
this game the Grays played the best
ball of the year. It was a day of many
surprises. The Providence team from
the catcher to the right fielder played
magnificent ball, ot an error of any
kind, battery or otherwlse, marred the
contest. .The base running was the
most spirited: the players had shown
since early in the spring: Radbourn
pitched In superb form.

Philadelphia did &ll possible to win,
but no team could have beaten the
Grays that day and they won, 3 to 1.

But once on the road the same tac-
tics that had disgusted the people and
stockholders were followed and the road
trip was a disastrous one. When the
season was flnished, Oct. 10, the Grays
were In fourth place. the lowest they
had been eince the city jolned the
league. Chicago won the pennant with
87 victorlies and 35 defeats; New YorkK
was second with 85 and 27; Philadel-
phia third with 56 and 54. and the
Grays fourth with B3 games won and
57 lost.

Although it was common knowledge
that the stockholders had declded to
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quit and accept the offer of the Boston
club, the matter was not announcec
untll tBe-morning of Nov. 30, when the
doings of the stockholders' meeting of
the neght before weré made public. Iy
was announced that the franchise and
players had been sold to the Boston
club 'for a consideratipn that repala
the stockholders for their holdings and
cleared the debts of the club.”

The statement of the stockholders
was soft in the extreme. They declared
that “after calm and thoughtful con-
sideration it was thought best for all
concerned that the club be sold, espe-
cially as the larger citles of the league
wanted the franchise to be transferred

to a larger city where the game would
be more profitable.”

Boston's maln: interest was to obtaln
Radbourn and Gilligan, and “Rad" was
for several seasons.thereafter a member
of the Red's pitching stafl. The other
players -were scattered all over the
league.

Thus died the National League ex<
perience of Providence in the eigiith
year of its age. )

Some of the sporting men of’Provi-
dence died hard and an assoclation was
organized to place a team in. the East-
ern League of 1886, with sugh teams as
Long Island Clity, Meride Conn.. and a
few citles of that calipre as members.

PROVIDENCE GRAYS -WORLD'S CHAMPIONS-1884
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THREE STRAIGHT FOR THE
WORLD'S CHAMPIONSHIP

BASEBALLS HALLOF FAME
IN 1939

The idea was that Iry~a few years the
Natlonal League woqld split into East-
ern and Western ,lvilsions, and then
Providence wol,x\ly/ge sought for as a
member: by coninulng in baseball the
promoters thoyight {t would keep Messer
Park in exizfence and Providence on
the rhap.

There was nothing to it, as nobody
went to the games and the club dis-
banded, after a few weeks of starvation.
A few circuses showed at Messer Park
and a few semi%pro teams played a few
games there. After a few years of this
the famous Messer Park was dismantled,
cut into house lots and continued not.

The End.

by LANNING

(Reprinted courtesy of Frank Lanning and the Providence Journal Co.)
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