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EVEN MORE 2021 LISTS 
 
Committee member Dan Hill sends along the following lists of unique feats from 2021 that—unlike the 
lists Lyle Spatz compiled for our Winter 2021 newsletter—won’t be found in any records book but are 
still noteworthy and often involve seemingly contradictory statistical feats. 
 
VERY, VERY COMPETENT: FREQUENT QUALITY STARTS BUT HIGH 
ERA 
 
Kyle Hendricks’ 2021 season earned run average (ERA) was 4.77 – 1.65 runs above his career ERA 
entering the season – but he nonetheless joined Kevin Millwood as the only hurlers since 1995 to 
finish among the top 10 in Major League Baseball “quality starts” (6+ IP, 3 or fewer ER) with a season 
ERA above 4.50. Hendricks’ 19 quality starts (QS) in 2021 earned him a ninth-place tie despite 
recording six starts in which he surrendered at least six earned runs, including four outings after the 
July 31 trade deadline when his Cubs no longer were postseason contenders.  
 
Here are the pitchers in the wild-card era to post top-20 finishes in QS with ERAs above 4.50: 
 
 
Pitcher  Finish  QS  ERA  Season 
Kevin Millwood 9th  22  4.52  2006 
Kyle Hendricks 9th  19  4.77  2021 
Aaron Civale  14th  7  4.74  2020 
James Shields  16th  19  4.53  2018 
Eric Milton  17th  19  4.86  2000 
Rick Porcello  17th  19  4.65  2017 
Paul Byrd  19th  19  4.60  1999 
Gil Heredia  19th  19  4.81  1999 
Sidney Ponson 19th  19  4.71  1999 
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CAN’T HIT A HOMER WHEN YOU’RE WALKING TO FIRST BASE 
 
Kansas City’s Salvador Perez not only established a single-season home-run record for those playing 
primarily catcher, but he almost completed 2021 with the highest-ever home run-to-base on balls (BB) 
ratio among 40-homer players, finishing second to Dante Bichette. This odd combination indicates 
either a free-swinging batter, a lack of fear among opposing pitchers—or both. 
 
The top 10 homer-to-walk ratios in a single season: 
 
Player   Season HR  BB  Ratio  
Dante Bichette 1995  40  22  1.82-to-1 
Salvador Perez 2021  48  28  1.71-to-1 
Andre Dawson 1987  49  32  1.53-to-1 
Tony Armas  1984  43  32  1.34-to-1 
Matt Williams  1994  43  33  1.30-to-1 
Javy Lopez  2003  43  33  1.30-to-1 
Juan Gonzalez 1997  42  33  1.27-to-1 
Juan Gonzalez 1993  46  37  1.243-to-1 
Nolan Arenado 2015  42  34  1.235-to-1 
Juan Gonzalez 1992  43  35  1.228-to-1 
 
QUALITY ABs 
  
Adam Duvall led the NL with 113 RBI on just 117 hits, the second-best RBI-to-hit ratio in MLB history 
among league RBI leaders with at least 100. The top six: 
 
Name   RBI  Hits  Ratio  Year  League 
Mark McGwire  147  145  1.014-to-1 1999  NL 
Adam Duvall  113  117  .966-to-1 2021  NL 
Jim Gentile  141  147  .959-to-1 1961  AL 
Oyster Burns  128  134  .955-to-1 1890  NL 
Ryan Howard  146  153  .954-to-1 2008  NL 
 
Note: Current research shows Turkey Stearns, of the 1927 Negro National League, with a .958-to-1 
ratio (114 RBI on 119 hits) 
 
GUEST AUTHOR: CHUCK HILDEBRANDT, TEAMS WHO WON WHILE 
BEING OUTHIT BY A LOT 
 
On June 14, 2021, the Detroit Tigers clubbed the Kansas City Royals, 10-3.  

Well, it wouldn’t be exactly accurate to say they clubbed the Royals, because by a very basic 
standard, it could be said that the Royals actually clubbed the Tigers, because they clubbed more 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/boxes/KCA/KCA202106140.shtml
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base hits. The Royals got 14 hits in the service of scoring their three runs, while the Tigers needed 
“only” 12 hits to score their ten and hand Kansas City a humiliating loss. 

At first blush, this seems to be a very unusual circumstance, beating a team by seven runs or more 
while still being outhit in the game. How unusual is it? 

As it turns out, fairly unusual.  

Mining the data at Retrosheet, we find that during the modern era, 1901 through 2020, a winning team 
outscored the losing team by seven or more runs while being outhit a total of 393 times out of 200,664 
games, which works out to one in every 510 or so games. In an average season of today—that is, 30 
teams playing each other 162 times—you should expect to see this occur almost five times. 

A team beating their opponents by 7+ runs while being outhit occurred three times during the 
shortened 2020 alone: the Oakland A’s (10 runs, 9 hits) beat the Texas Rangers (1 run, 10 hits) on 
9/12; the Boston Red Sox (9r-10h) bested the Baltimore Orioles (1r-11h) on 9/23; and the Washington 
Nationals (15r-11h) pummeled the New York Mets (5r-12h) on 9/27. 

This also happened six times in both 2019 and 2018, and four times in 2017, but interestingly, did not 
happen at all in 2016, which happened to be the first season with no occurrences since 1973. The 
season with the most occurrences was 1999, with 11; the second most was 1962, with nine. In only 
nine of the 120 modern era seasons did this weird event not occur at all. 

The most runs a team outscored another team while still being outhit is 13, which happened twice: first 
on 4/24/1958, when the Chicago Cubs beat the Los Angeles Dodgers, 15-2, while being outhit ten to 
nine; and again in even starker fashion on 6/5/1989, when the Orioles beat the New York Yankees 16-
3, while being outhit by a full four safeties (9 to 13) 

The most a team was outhit while winning by 7+ runs occurred on 9/9/1955, when the Dodgers, still in 
Brooklyn at the time, clobbered the Cubs by a score on 16-9, while amassing only eight hits to the 
losers’ 17, a differential of -9 hits for the winners. A close second to this record had already happened 
on 6/30/1946, when the New York baseball Giants earned an 8-1 victory with the aid of only five hits, 
and in spite of yielding 13 to the losing Philadelphia Phillies, a base hit deficit of eight that the Giants 
surely conceded to Phillies with great gladness. 

 

DECEMBER LIST ADDITIONS/ERRATA 
 
Thanks again to former Records Committee Chairman Lyle Spatz for the exhaustive list of records tied 
and set in 2021, as well as a lengthy list of amazing feats from that season. A few careful readers sent 
along these additions and corrections: 
 
BATTING RECORD TIED IN 2021 
ML: Chicago Cubs and Pittsburgh Pirates, September 5, tied record for most grand slams by both 
teams combined, 3 [courtesy Al Yellon] 
 
Page 4: Matt Beatty should be spelled Matt Beaty; and page 11: Travis Shaw should be Bryan 
Shaw [courtesy Pete Ridges] 
 
It’s a testament to Lyle’s research skills and attention to detail that, with hundreds of entries in his 
year-end report, these are the only corrections I received from readers. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/boxes/TEX/TEX202009122.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/boxes/BOS/BOS202009230.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/boxes/WAS/WAS202009270.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/boxes/LAN/LAN195804240.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/boxes/NYA/NYA198906050.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/boxes/CHN/CHN195509092.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/boxes/PHI/PHI194606301.shtml

