HARVEY HADDIK

This conversation tetween Walter Langford and Harvey Haddix is being taped

in Harvey's home in South Vienna, COhio, on July 3, 1987.

WL: Harvey, you tell me you were raiéed righﬁ around here and came back here.
Now tell me when and where you got strated in baseball.

HH: Well, actually I got started right here in baseball. I played all my

life in a 1little school over here in the next county, Champaign County, north

of here, When I was a freshman in high school we moved right down hére, about

a mile down the road. And I finished my high school career here in Clark County
at South Vienna, ‘Catawba was the name of the high school. And my last year in
high school, after I graduated, I was playing semipro ball around the area here,
A fellow by the name of Pat Donohue’came up to me after a game that I pitched'and
he says, "I'm going to write to Connie Mack about you." Write, not call, in
those days they wrote. This was 1943, So, I didn't heaf back from him, but #&
in the meantime I picked up the newspaper one day, and I saw & little note in there

camp .
that said "For the St, Louis Cardinals." They were having a tryout/in Columbus,

Ohio, which is 30 miles east of here.

So I said to my dad, "I'd like to go over there and see what those scouts think
of me." T went over there and it was a 3—day camp with 350 kids and two fellows
running the camp. So, you can imagine how busy. Well, anyway, on my card that
I filled out I put down for "Position" pitcher, first baseman, outfielder, I
played all three positions at that time. And of course they didn't have time
for all of that foolishness, so they just wiped out the last two and said, "You're
a pitcher,”

The first day there we went from 9 o'clock in the morning to L o'clock in the
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afternoon, when he finally called me in and said, "Now you throw nothing but
fastballs," So I threw fastballs, about Seven or eight. And he said, "That's.
enough, you can come back tomorrow," I went back the next day and it was the
very same thing, from 9 o'clock in the morning to L o'clock in the afternoon.
He said, "Now you throw what the catcher calls.," And I threw probably four or
five fastballs ;gain and I threw probably four or five curve balls, and he
said, "That's enough. Do you want to sign?"

I said, "No." At the time I'm .... I'm the old country boy, the honest
boy; and I'm giving this Pat Donohue from my home town here the chance to sign
me, Well, I never did hear back from Pat Donohue, so I went back over to
Columbus and signed up with the St. Louis Cardinals.

WL: That was '45?

HH: 1943,

W@L: Now, where.did you go in the following years in the minors?
HH: The following years, of coﬁrse, were the war years, I made a 2awezzjgfip
with the Columbus Redbirds, who were in the Cardinal organization at that
time, I came home and registered for the fraft, and I was figPzen on the farm
for 194k, 1945, and 1946, After the war I took off and went to W¥inston Salem,
North Carolina,

What classification was that, Class A?

WL:
Hi: That was Class C league then., In fact, they had D, C, B, A, AA, AAA, and

the major leagues in those days,
were you in the

AL: A1l right. After winston Salem, where else Eidxymuxghf minors before

you reached the Cgrds?

HH:} dell, it was quite a jump. I Jumped from C ball to Triple A ball. I came
right over here to Columbus, Ohio, where I was originally scouted. And it was a
struggle my first year, I think my first year there I was 11-8 or something
like that, and it was a struggle. It was a learning process, that's what it
was, And I was there the next two yéars. I was there in 16h8, 1949, and 1950,
And before the !'50 season we were in the playoffs for thekLittle World Series,

At that time Uncle Sam grabbed me for the Korean War, and so I went with Uncle -
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Sam this time, I was gone from the end of the 1950 season till August 1552,
when I joined the St. Louls Cardinals, I came out of the Army and went right
to. the Cardirals,

WL: You were short-changed in those few years, which is too bad,

HH: Well, it's one of those things that happen.

NL:l A lot of ball players missed that number of seasons., ILike Ted Williams,
I think missed most of six seasons,

HHs Yés. Some people are a little bit more fortunate than others.

WL: Besides the fastball and the curve, which you had when you came up, did

..

you have any other pitch?

HH: At that time I threw an off-speed pitch, akchange of pace. But one day
while I was in Columbus here, one day after a ball game one of the opposingv
players camé to me and he said, "When did you start throwing the slider?'
Which was almost unheard of in those days, Well, I didn't know that I threw
a slider, so I didn't say anything, I started checking and I found out that
when T was pitching, if I got a little tired, instead of staying on top of the
ball I was a little bit off to the side of it and made the ball slide. And

that wound up being a pretty good pitch for me, because then I knew what I was
doing with it,

WL: All right. How about your first game?

Hi: My first game in the major leagues was against the Boston Braves, and Lew
Burdette was the opposing pitcher. And I won that ball game, 9-2, It rained
us out in the top of the Sth inning, I believe, and they finally called the
game, It was one of those downpours in St. Louis where it just didn't quit,

I can remember that game very well., My first time at bat off of Lew Burdette

I had 2 base hit with two RBIs, and a stolen base., Of course, I knew it wasn't
going to be that easy all the time, |

WL: Well, the first year, in fact, the first three years with the Cardinals,

Eddie Stanky was your menager, How did you like Eddie?
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HH: Eddie wasva little bit tough on the ball players, He waga very smart
baseball manager, but he was very, very tough on some of the ball players,

I think & lot of guys learned a lot from him but there were a few guys that

he scared to death. ;

WL: A manager can sometimes do that., So, you were in third place that season,
The next season, '53, was your best season from the won and lost percentages,
What have you got to say about that season?

HH: Well, all I can say is that it was all new to me. It was very exciting.
I didn't worry about who I was pitehing against, It dian't matter to me.

In those days we didn't go over the hitters much. We Just went out there and
pitched. And evidently I had sood enough stuff, You learned as‘you went
along what guys' weaknesses were, My catcher most of that season was Del-
Rice, who had been there a while, so he knew a lot of the weaknesses of the
hitters, ‘
WL: OK, '5&, the Cards dropped to sixth and 25 games back of first place,
What happened? You had a pretty good lineup in 'S5, it seems to me.

HH

[ 13

Well, we had almost the same ball c¢lub, but ...

WL

Not quite, Joe Cunnigham_came in at first, but you had Schoendienst
and a bunch of others, and Stan Musial and Wally Moon, Repulski,
HH: TI'm not sure if that was Bill Virdon's first year as manager.

WL: No, '5L was still Stanky.

.

HH: No, he-came the next year. Yes, Bill Virdon came the next year. I don't
know what hanpened there. It was just one of those things that we couldnt't
get going, As a pitcher, I was going myself for my 13th win on the first day
of July in 195L. And about a week before that Al Brazle, who was a lefthanded
piltcher with us, said to me, "You're going to win 30 ball games this year."
And I thought I could, but of course you don't count your eggs before they're
hatched,

WL: Not in basebail.

“HH: Well, anyway, I was in Milwaukee again and, believe it or not, of all the
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things that have happened, I was leading 4-1 in the Lth inning and Joe Adcock
hit a.line drive back and hit me on my left knee and put me out. And of
course T didn't win that ball game. And when I came back to try to pitch, the
spring was gone out'of my left leg, I had no spring to push off, and I never
ever threw the same after,

WL: Well, that shows in your statistics, and I wondered exactly what
happened,

HH: I never had the same spring off of tha£ leg that I'd had before,

HH: Did you lose some of your fastball?

HH: I lost a little bit of everything, really. My control a little bit, my
stamina, everything. In fact, when I started pitching, I got the drop foot.
It had ruined the nerves in that left leg from the knee down, and when it
would get irritated from working my foot would drop and then I would tear the
ligaments fxsm on top of my instep, So, that was one of those things,.

WL: That's an occupational hazard with pitchers - lire drives banging you up.
In that season Harrjlﬂalker took over as manager. ‘How was he?

‘HH: Harry was an excellent guy to try to teach things. As a manager, it was a
very tough situation. You had a bunch of fellows there that had played with
him, and of courseé that didn't make it any easier for Harry to manage, So, it
was really a struggle,

AL: Lots of guys, like Fhil Cavaretta, found out that takihg over as manager
with the same guys you played with ,...

HH: TIt's a very tough situation, so it did not work out very good.

AL: Now, in '56 you got traded to the Phillies. Who did they trade for?

HH: §n May 11, 1956 there was.Stu Miller, Ben FlofFs, and myself traded for
Murry Dickson and Herm Wdehmeier. Frank Lane had come ih, Trader Lane, and he
started trading all over the place, I think he traded almost every guy away
from there except Stan Musial, and I think he wanted to trade him and Stan

refused to go.

WL: Mayo Smith managed you in Philadelphia,
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HH: TYes, Quite a guy. A very nice guy, and I thought he did an excellent

job with the ball club he had, He was a very good manager, I thought,

Let me ask you this., Even though Lane liked to trade people like mad,
do you imagine that your trade in part was due to the injured knee?
HH: Well, it could possibly be. When I got traded, it was the 1lth of May
and I had thrown one shutout and I had one victory, I was 1-0, that was my
record at the time. And I can remember that at the time there was a lot of -
irmoil on the ball club, beéause we knew that the trades were being brewed.
And so there was a lot of turmoil on the ball club.
AL: All right, you stayed with Philadelphia in '57.
HH: '56 and '57 I spent with Philadelphia,
WL: And then before the '58 season you went to Cincinnati. Was that a Prade?
HH: That was a trade, They traded Wally Post and me, He was a favorite in
Cincinnati. T can remember at the time Wally said to me, "I've épent some time
near home,

here,now you can spend some time here/ Wally Post was from the little town of
St. Marys, Ohio, which is about 60 miles from here.,

4L: There in Cinéinnati FOU euee

HH: I pitched for one year, in 1958,
WL: And you had two managers, Tebbetts and Dykes. How were they?.
HH: They were excellent men., We just didn't win for Birdie Tebbetts. It was a
year I'll never forget. In the spring when the season started it just rained
and rained and we didn't get to play, and finally we had all the doubleheaders
stacked up in front of us in July and August and September, and we didn't do
very Well.‘ I'm not sure whether Birdie quit or was fired or what. Jimmy Dykes
was a coach at the time, and I can remember him telling us, "go" out and plaj
ball, guys," Which we did, and we wound up doing pretty good under Jirmy
Dykes. Because we had all those doubleheaders to play, and we won a lof of them,
WL: Now we'llvmove on, We've got things to come back to, but in '59 you're

over in Pittsburgh, How'd you get there? Trade, sale, or what?
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HH: At the end of the 1958 season (of course my record was only 8-7 with |
Cincinnati,, and I'd had an injury all that summer and could not pitch as .
well as I wanted to), but that's one of those things in the game of baseball,
It was nothing with my arm, it was a physical thing but it had nothing to do
#ith my arm., I never had a day in the game of baseball that I couldn't throw
a ball, But I g;t traded to Pittsburgh, and possibly it turned out to bebthe best
thing that ever happened in my baseball life.

There were three of us traded for four. Smoky Burgess, Don Hoak, and myself
for Prank Thamas (who had hit 30 or 35 home runs that year for Pittsburgh),
Jim Pendleton, Johnny Powers, and Whammy Douglas,

WL: Pittsburgh got the better of that deal.

HH: We feel like we had the benefit.

AL: You three became keys in the '60 pennant.

 HH: That's exactly right.

AL: And Danny Murtaugh?

HH: Excellent man, A ball player's manager. He just put you out there,

If somebody needed to be corrected or disciplined, he did. If you didn't do
anything that Wwas wrong, he left you alone. Go out there and play, and play
as hard as you could, and that was if. No matter whether you did good or
bad, it was always the same, as long as you gave the effort.

WL: Everybody speaks well of Danny. Now, let's go to May 26, 1959.

HH: Yes, and of course I had just beén traded over to Pittsburgh.

WL: Had vou recently?

HH: Well, to‘start that season. In fact, &es, we were all new to Pittsburgh
at the time, and we were in Milwaukee, In fact, early that morning I got up
in Pittsburgh about 6 o'clock in the morniﬁg. And we flew to Milwaukee for |
a night game there, And on top of it I had the flu.

AL: Oh, no!

HH: Yes, I sure did., Well, anyway, I remember that I didn't feel good, but
about the middle of the afternoon I had a hamburger and & milk shake, And I
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headed for the ball park, not feeling good. I_intended to pitch, no matter
what, And we get out there, and Danny held the meeting before the ball game,
on how we were going to hit and‘pitCh and defense against them. A clubhouse
meeting before the game, wWell, I'm conducting the meeting on how I'm going to
pitch these guys, and evidently I got on the thing of pitching high and tight
and low and away, I can remember at the end of that meeting - it broke it up =
Don Hoak spoke up and he said, "Harv, , if you pitch those guys that way, you're
going to pitch a no-hitter."
WL: I'll be damned,
HH: This was before the ball game now. And with tha$ he broke up the meeting.
’He all laughed and said the heck with it, let's go., We went out there and got into
the ball game, |
WL: TYou were against Lew Burdette.
HH: Lew Burdette again, the man I beat in my first ball game in the major
leagues, We got into the ball game and I had the no-hitter going, and there was
no doubt it, Ivfelt lousy. I‘suckéd on throat lozenges the whole ball game,
so I wouldn't cough while I was out there on the mound. And it was a kind of
rainy, stormy night, you didn't know whether we were going to play, you didn't
know whether we were going to get réined out, There was lightning in the background
and everything, It wés a weird night.

The‘game kept going on and on and I knew I had the no-hitter.
WL: When did you begin to really be conscious of it?
HH: Well, I was conscious of it all the way., In fact, before that, one time
against Philadelphia I went to the Sth iﬁning with 2 no~hitter. Richie Ashburn
came up to break it up for me to lead off the 9th inning. So I'd been through
this thing before, I did not try for the no-hitter. I just: kept right on going
and just one up, two up, three up and down they went till the Sth inning. I
said, "I've been this close before. I'm going to go for it." Now the score

was 0-0, of course, and that was the only inning of that ball game that I really

tried to throw a no-hitter,
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And T gave it my 2all. And we got 'em out in the Sth inning, And of cousé
we didn't score, so ﬁe kept on going. Every inning, I'd say from the T7th inniné
on, every time I'd appear on the field either going to the mound or to bat,
the people would stand and cheer me. The home town (people).
WL: I know it,
HH: And it made m;‘feel pretty good. Some time late in the ball game I came
to bat and I can remember Del Crandall, the catcher, saying to me, "Harvey, |
you've got a pretty good ball game going." He didn't say the magic word. He just
said that, and of course I said, "Yeah, I guess I have." And we kept on going.
And every innina,as I wélked in and out, there was the big scoreboard right up
there in front of me, You can see exactly what's going on.

No&, of course it went into the 13th inning, and the first batter up for
Milwaukee was Felix Mantilla, He hit the most routine ground ball to third
base that you could ever want to Don Hoak. He had so much time that he picked
the ball up, looked at the seams, got the ball just right, and threw it into
the dirt at first base. Nelson didn't handle the ball, so the spell was broken.
WL: The perfect game was broken, and with it the spell, but it still was a
no-hitter,
HH: I didn't know that I had done something that nobody else had ever done,
I didn't know that. I knew that I had a no-hitter, but I was never a'stat"
man that worried about stuff like that., I knew I had a no-hitter but it did not
affect my pitching, as far as that's concerned., The next man was Eddie Matthews,
He sacrificed Mantilla to second base and I threw Eddie out at first. The ﬁext
man was Hank Agron. W#e walked him intentionally to set up for a force out or
a double play or whatever, And the next man up was Joe Adcock,
AL: And you had handled him four times,
HH: Pretty good, yes. And with the second pitch to him I got a slider a little
bit up and out over the plate. It wasn't a bad pitch, it wasn't a good pitch,

It was just good enough to hit, And you have to give him credit. He didn't try
to pull the ball., He went with it and hit it over the right center field fence,
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Now the score wound up 1-O. Here is what happened., Felix Mantilla, who was

on second base, rounded third and scored., Hank A%ron was on first base,

He ran down and touched second base and turned around and fan back across

the pitcher's mound.” He knew they only needed one run to win. In the mean-

time Adcock had run around second base‘and the umpires ruled that he had

passed Adcock on the basesl, and that's why the score wound up 1-0 instead

' of 3-0,

| But two years ago I found out an almost impossible thing. Bob Buhl was a

pitcher on the Milwaukee Braves staff at that time., He said;& stood ih center

field with the binoculars and relayed every pitchvthat you threw to the hitters}

And they still didn't get a hit., And they knew every pitch that was cbming.

WL: That's incredible!

HH: They relayed them off of &up catcher to a guy sitting next togggé who had

a towel on his shoulder, If it was a fastball they didn't move it; if it was

anything else they moved the towel, |

WL: I can't believe that.

HH: Every pitch, they knew what was coming,

WL: TI've talked to so many guys who said, "We beat So-and-so because they were

calling the pitches. Two of them have told me, Joe Sewell and someone else,
the old spitballer,

that in the 1920 World Series against Brooklyn, when Burleigh Grimes/was

pitching, Johnny Rawlings at seond base, I believe it was Rawlings /actually,

it was Pete Kilduff /, would alwaysreach down and get a handfull of dirt

if it was going to be a spitter. They picked that up and they beat him. And

years later he told Burleigh, and Grimes said, "I knew you were getting some-

thing," Anyway, I listened to that whole game of yours, and it was a thrlll

I tell you, to listen to it, and it was a sad moment when that ball went over

the fence, because your guys had lots of chances to win it. I think you got

13 hits.‘..

HH: Twelve., Twelve hits, I think we had,
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WL: Were there any close plays, was anybody thrown out at the plate who could

been the winning run?

HH: Well, there was a baserunning mistake made by Romin Mejfas, I think he was
on firs£ base and3§ base hit I think he hesitated going around second and T
think he got thrown out. The big thing is - remember I told you it was a
stormy night - Bob Skinner hit a ball to right field. It was out of the ball
park. Henry Aaron went back to the fence and stood there and put his hands
down, A gust of wind came up and blew it back into the ball park and Aaron
caught it,

WL: Oh, for goodiess' sake,
~ HH: But the strangest thing of all to me was there were only about two real
tough plays from our side, I think it was Johnny Logan who hit a real hot
scooter at Dick Schofield at shortstop. Schofield was playing shortstop and
Dick Groat wasn't, I do not know to this time why. And I'11 tell you another
man who was missing from our lingup at that time and I didn't realize it until
later, Roberto Clemente did not play in that ball game, and that could have
made a difference,

WL: Tt sure could,

HH: Anyway, I think there was a ball hit pretty well to center field that Bill
Virdon hauled down easily., And I think there was a line drive by Matthews to
Rocky Nelson at first base, All the rest of them were the most routine plays,
There were no runhing or diving catches or nothing. It seemed So easy some
nights,

WL: You can see that because there ére guys who, well, didn't even belong in
| the major leagues practically, who on a certain day would pitch a no-hitter.
Bobo Holloman, for instance, and characters like that,

HH: T thihk he pitched a no-hitter the first ball game he pitched in the majors.,

WL: And practically didn't win another game,

HH: Two or three more ball hames, that's about it, I believe, Z&?WO’ to be exact/
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WL:: Well, that was a great moment, and one that will remain in baseball
history, Harvey. Somebody might some day pitch 13 or more MtEXExsxEe
perfect innings, but it hasn't happened yet.,
HH: Well, it's jusf one of those things the situation has to be right,
Usually a team has a run or so or something, and so the opporﬁunity has

be able to '
to be there for the fellow to/do it,
AL: It would be very rare to have a scoreless game into the 13th or 1lith
inning. It's happened, of course, Johnny Vander Meer tells me that in his
tWwo straight no-hitters, in the two games together, there were only about
two plays that were really tough and close. In one, he knocked down & liner
and chased it and got it to first in time. Those things just happen some-
times,

HH: That's what makes our game of baseball so great, You never know what

can happen,

All right. Now, in 1960 you really put it together.
HH: As a team.
WL

o

When did the Pirates as a team begin to feel that you had it that year?
HH: Well, believe it or not, I have this feeling today that my 1l2-inning
perfect game brought us together as a group.

WL: Could well be.

HH: We kidded and agitated one another from that day on. They always had
the thing about how I was cocky, which was not true, Bﬁt we kidded one
another the rest of the time, and I think this carried on imto the next
year, and we were the loosest bunch of ball players youvever saw,

WL: And you had a manager that helped you be that way,

HH: Danny Murtaugh was just a part of it, he just overlooked all the things,
and when we went out there and played we put out on the field, and that's

where it counted, 1In fact, Danny didn't have to go after guys, our own players
would go after one another. We thought that if somebody didn't %% hustle
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quite enough after the ball, two or three of the players would go afte;(the
guy. This.was the thing that the 1960 Pirates had, - -

WL: We overlooked one thing in '59. That was the remarkabiéyseason thaﬁ Roy N
Face had, |

HH: I can remember that very well, In fact, I can remember ghe ball.game he
got beat in. Tt was the 0ld Coliseum in Los Angeles. I cannot remember the
exact situation; but'I remember that there'wasjﬁan on second base., Now Roy

had 17 wins and no losses,I believe, at the time, And the routine ground ball
found a hole between third and short and it scored ﬁhe guy from second base to
defeat Roy. And thenof course he won one game after that and made it an 18-1
season,

WL: T think he holds the record for the most wins from the start of the season
without a loss at 17. Johnny Allen had 15 for Cleveiand one year, And he was
obviously a very strong figure in your Winhing in '60, because he had 2l saves,
which in those days was a heck of a lot of saves.

HH: Sure, they've changed the saves situation sirce then, yes, Eut Elfoy might
possibly ¥mx® could be the best relief pitcher I ever saw,

WL: It's entirely possible,

HH: He was tremendous, and of‘course he was one of the first guys that threw
the forkball that started becoming so popular. Today they call it the split-
fingered fastball, It's the same pitch thrown at different velocities.

WL: And now, with Roger Craig promoting it, half the pitchers in the majors
are trying the Split-fingéred.

.HH: Yes, and some can thro@ﬁt and some can't, and you‘wonder how many of those
balls that get hit out of the ball park wefe the‘5plit-fingered fastball, that
nobody says anything about. |

WL: Now let's look at that '60 Series, That was one of the most fantastic

Series that we've ever had. You guys were outscored 55-27, get beat 16-3, 10-0,

and 12-0, but you still hung in there and took that last ome in a slugfest, so

you beat 'em at their own game.
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HH: This is the 1960 Pirates, That's the way we played all year. Exactly,
We had a bunch of guys that would not quit. They ﬁever knew when'they were
beaten, and of course if you don't give up you've got a chance of winning.

Aﬁd that's exactly what happened in the 1960 Series, We laughed when they
kicked the tar out of us.

WL: That's al]: you can do.

HH: We laughed about it,

WL: It's good that you did.

HH: That's better than pouting about it, becuase it helped us for the next game,
WL: Actually, your spirits could remain better than if you got beat 2-1 or
3-2, Because you knew you were out of it, so just relax and come back the
next day,

HH: The game was gone and we just got ready for the game the next day.

WL: A1l right. You beat them in Game § , 5-2, snd Elroy came in and finished
it. And then you came back in and got the win in tﬁe crucial game,

HE: With the Mazeroski home run, yes.,

AL: That's the most spectacular finish any World Series has ever had., It's
 the only time a World Series evegr ended with the last pitch being a home
run..

HH: T can remember it very well, Of course, to starfthat Sth inning, I
don't remember the e#act way it was., I think we were leading by'one run,

WL: You were leading, 9-T. And they tied it up.

HH: 9-7. I remember Bob Friend started the inning, and I was warming up in
the bullpen and this is why I cannot remember all of it. But I do remember
when I came in there was a man on first and third and nobody out. And I
looked at the plate and there stood Maris, over there stood Mantle. Following
him stood Berra and following him was Skowron. And with the game that close,
that's a tough situation.

WAL: You know it,

HH: TIt's the only time in my life I ever got nervous on the mound,
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WL: With reason.

HH: Yep, I said, "I can't pitch this way, so I've gotta do something
about it." I stood out there, I laughed at myself, I cussed myself out,

I did anything I e¢ould. It must have took me five minutes and I'm looking
up at home plate., And all the time I'm trying to get this nervousness

off me, Maris is standing up there grinding the bat,., Looked like sawdust
was coming out it, He wanted to hit. And the more I could delay him the
better it'd be for me.- Well, actually they hit each waste pitch I threw
in that inning. I can remember the first pitch to Maris was off the plate
and inside, He hit my first pitch, I believe, and it was off thé plate
intentionally six to eight inched at least, He swung and popped it up
over home plate. OSmoky Burgess, I believe, was the catcher at the time
andvhe caught i%, ‘Hal,Smith hit the home run earlier, but I believe

Smoky was the catcher (in the S$th).

WL: I don't have the box score here, that's in another béok, but I think
you're right. | |

HH: Well, anyway, Maris popped up. And the next man up was Yogi Berra,
The very same thing to him, I wasted a pitch inside, a waste pitch, and
he swung kax® and hit a long hop. He hit the ball hard and hit a one-hop
to Rocky Nelson at first base. To this day I do not know why Rocky did not
throw to second base and back to first for the double play. I was running
over to cover first base. Kocky was looking at third base, because the
runner was there and as I lokked, there he is.... I take it back, I got
ahead of my story. Mantle batted second. I wasted a pitch to Mantle
outside and Xaw off of the plate low and he was on one knee and hit the
ball for a single over Mazeroski's head. That gut tied the game, with
that bloop single. Then came Berra who hit the ground ball to ﬁelson,

and with one out I couldn't figure why he didn't go to second and back td

first for the dpuble play., But he was looking at the man on third. Rocky

runs up and touches first base for the out. Mantle must have been confused
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too, because here he comes sliding back into first base, (He meant second
base) So there's two out yet, with a man ofi first and third, The next
batter was Bill Skowron and I throw & waste pitch inside to Bill Skowron and
he hit a éround ball to Dick Groat at short.for the third out. I threw

four pitches to four hitters, all waste pitches.

WL: Well, if you had wound up losing that game you'd think that Nelson

blew it, but in the final analysis it just made the victory more sensational,
HH: It sure did. |

WL: I can't remember whether Maz hit the first pitch or the second,

HH: Second pitech. I can remember it very well., I was sitting on the bench
and I was going to be the second hitter. Danny was going to pinch hit for
me, because Mizell is warming up in the bullpen. I saw the first pitch to
Maz, and he started to go for it but laid off of it. He didn't swing., He
stérted but stopped his swing, The next pitch was about six inches lower,
I'd say about chest high. Jtst right for Mazeroski. He swung and with the
crack of the bat T knew the bell was a home run. I told the guys on the
bench beside me, "I've thrown enough of them to know £hat's gone." And

sure enough, when that thing sailed over the wall, Pitisburgh went wild.

WL: A wild moment, yep. Great memories, Now, let's move to 161, when

the Pirates dropped from first to sixth place,

HH: We didn't do worth a dern., We tried the s ame things the next year

and things didn't work out.

WL: That's happened so many times, You see it all the time now,

HH: No mattef what we triéd, it did not work.

WL: Well, the Red Sox are in that situation right now, and the Mets started
off thatvway but they're gathering some steam now, wWell, that's part of
baseball., Like you say, if we knew what was going to happen} all the time,
nobody would be out there watching.

HH: We sure couldn't explain, We almost had the same personnel and every-

thing.
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WL: Now then, in '63 you got converted to & reliever primarily.

2]

HH: Yes,

How did you like that?

HH: It was something new to me and I didn't mind trying it, because as time
went on it became tougher and tougher for me to go nine innings. Of course,
the bullpen wasn't used in those days like it is tcday. In a lot of games I
could go five or six innings, but that wasn't enough. In those days they
wanted more, so I was glad to go to the bullpén. And it was quite an adjust-
ment, The toughest thing for me was I was the only lefthander in the bullpen,

and my arm got very, very tired, WNot that I couldn't throw 2 baseball., I

could throw the ball but not with the stuff on it because my arm hadn't been

used to that throwing day after day. Being the only lefthander down there s
I was up every day - for look, for show, for use.

WL: You were up more than once, probably.

HH: Oh, I was up seven or eight times in a day, and then they'd say, "Hey,
we didn't use you today; we've go£ you for tomorrow." And you don't say no.
WL: Now, you went to Baltimore,

HHs Ye.s.

WL: Was that a trade?

HH: That was & trade, and I cannot think of the name of the young ball player
Pittsburgh got for me from Baltimore. He was a young player and I caﬁnot
temember the name. I don't know Whether Pittsburgh got any cash out of it,
or whether it was a straight deal, or what it was, But I enjoyéd it verjr
much in Baltimore. § Haddix was traded for minor league shortstop Dick
Yencha and cash/

WL: And yovu found Hénk Bauer as »niB.nager there.

HH: TYes. In spring training those years when I was with the Cardinals

and he was with the Yankees, we used to play against one another quite often

in spring training games, so we knew one another ptetty good.

WL: Well, you had a good season for him with 10 saves, and got into 89 plus
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innings. And 10 saves back in those days was prett many.

HH: ©Not too bad,

WLs ‘And Baltimore finished third that year, and third the next year too.

In the '65 season you were LO years old.

HH: Yes, I was, And I didn't do very good, but it was not because of my age,
as far as I am concerned, In spring training 1965 I pitched an inning early
during training, and the very next day they called on me to piteh two more innings.
I remember after the first inning I go in and tell Hank and Harry Brecheen (who
was the pitching coach), "My arm feels very heavy, But I think I can continue
to pitch.," And I went back out there for the next inning and pitched the
inning, But after that my arm was never the same that year, Now, I could
throw a ball, I had no pain, but I just couldn't get the stuff on it.

WL: The ball didn't do what you wanted it to.

HH: No, it sure didn't.

WL

e

That's about 1like Glenn Wright told me, after he'd banged up his right
shoulder bff-season playing handbail, "After I recovered finaliy - operation,
etc, - I'd throw just as hard, that is, I went through the same motions, but
it took the ball longer to get there."

WL: Well, you had 1l seasons. That's far more than an average careef, even
with the war cutting you short at the beginning and everything. And you have
to have a lot of good memories, Other than the no-hitter for 12 innings and
the W '60 World Series, can you think of any other particular thrill that
you had in baseball?

HH: Nell; the thrill for me was being able to put on a major league baseball
- uniform. Tt's something I think most youngsters would love to be able to-do.
WL: And especially baék in those years.

HH: .In those years, yes. Remember, there were only 16 major league ball

clubs.,..

-

WL: Plus, there weren't so many pro sporis.

HH: That's right. There wasn't near as much. There was more emphasis on the
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major leagues at that time. I think that.when I first started out the
Cardinals had 22 farm clubs, and the Dogers had 26, and when you think
about coming up through and beating all those guys out and reaching the
majors, that's the thrill of being in the game of baseball, And the idea
that you could play the game that you love and entertain people and get
paid for it, what more pleasure out of life could you have? It's just one
of the greatest pleasures of all, But the other day in Pittsburgh they
named me to their Al1-Time Pirate Team, along with Ralph Kiner, Honus
Wagner, Pie Traynor, Manhy Sanguillen, Willie Stargell, Clemente, Payl
Waner. I got on the team, Elroy Face and Vernon Law were the other
pitchers, They had a righthanded pitcher, a lefthanded pitcher (me), and
a relief plteher. o en I got nemed to that team in Pittsburgh, that to me
is really an elite group. I don't know, but I'm sure there were a lot of
. good lefthanded pitchers, In fact, there was one fellow won 200 ball games
for them. And they named me the best lefthanded pitcher in Pittsburgh
history. |
| WL: TYou earned it, especially in those special moments of the 12 perfect
innings and if they hadn't had you in '60 thet wouldn't have won the World
Series, |
HH: Well, you like to think of it that way, but you never know,
WL: Well, I say it. Any regrets?
HH: Possibly my only regret is that you could win more and contribute more.
That's one, But I had the satisfaction that every time I yent out there T
gave it everything I had., A regret I have is that when Iii:;: to the major
leagues I had a.good fastball, & good curve ball, and a change of pace.
And T learned to throw that slider, of course, and I got carried away by
the slider., I threw too many.sliders and lost my good curve ball., Even

though I could adjust the slider from a very small one to a great big one,

I still lost the effectiveness of the curve ball from throwing too many
sliders,
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WL: Too bad, Now, are there any players you played with on those teams -

' great ones, near-great - you want to say anything about?

HH: Well, the only ﬁhing I can say is that I played with a lot of great ball
players., Yes, to start out with there was Stan Musial in St. Louis, and of
course I watched him very closely to see how a person with his stance énd
everything - it looked like he did everything wrong - could hit like he did,
So, after my career, when I became a coach, I decided right then that I would
not try to change anybody just because he was doing something that looked
wrong., If he could accomplish something with‘it, leave him alone, Do not
change him and make him into a mold. I was with Robin Roberts and Clemente
and all of those fellows, and of course all the great ones I played against,
and one tﬁing that each one of them had was the intensity with which they
played the game. And they all enjoyed it, you could see it, and of course
when you're having good years it's very easy to enjoy itiso much, It all
fits in., But they all had that great intensity, the desire to excel, That's
what they had, |
WL: Now, do you think the ball players of today have the same intensity?

HH: As a group, maybe not. But I say this about today's ball pla&er. He

is bigger, he's stronger, he's better taught than we ever were, but they get
there so fast that they don't get a chance to learn their trade as well before
they get there,.

WL: You're so right. And because of the night ball and travel acrcés country,
they don't have the éame togétherness and they don't have near as much fun.
HH: I don't believe they eﬁjoy the pame as much as we did, because with the
salaries today they have the money to do thlngs on their own which we didn't,
We had to do things as a group, but they can do anything they wish today.
They have the money, and the closeness is not there., But still, like I say,
today's ball player is a lot better athlete overall than what we were,

WL: On top of which, fielders have got gloves they can't miss a ball with,
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HH: That's exactly right. Therd's been an improvement. I have in here my
first ball glove that I ever owned as.a kid,

WL: Funny looking little thing, isn't it?-

HH: It's just a 1ittle bit bigger than my hand. And you had to catch the
ball in your h%nd.

WL: 4ith two hands,

HH: With two hands, When you watch 'em today, I can understand why the
guys use one hand. You really don't need the twb hands. Once.the balllﬁits
that glo#e, it just folds it in there. A lot of the old ideas were great aﬁd
are great, but some of the new ones are also okay,

WL: Do you remember any particular plays amx that were great or funny or
unusual?

HH: One of the greatest plays I ever saw an outfielder make was one Bill
Virdon made in Forbes Field in Pittsburgh. I don't know who the hitter was,
I don't know who the team was., But somebody hit a ball that was hit high
and well off the left center fieid fence in Pittsburgh, which had to be
somewhere around 416-420 feet, And the ball was about 15 feet high xx or
better, And I can see Bill Virdon going after that ball, The vines were
on the wall, and he ran right up the wall with his spikes. With those
vines there he was able to run up. He must have been 10 feet in the air
and it looked to us from the dugout that he caught the ball, But instead
of coming down and just throwing it in, he turned around and fired a strike
into third base and got the runner going to third base trying for a triple,
I saw the umpire, he was out there in left center field, ahd he called the
safe call as soon &s Bill came down with that ball, He called safe, When
Bill‘came in I asked, "Bill, didn't you catch that ball?" He said, "No,

I short-hopped it off thé wall.," It was one of the greatest things.

The umpire was sharp enough to call it right, and I gotta say in fairmess

to the umpires today, I think the instant replay is great., It shows how

- mény times the umpires are right.
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Which is 99-point-something.

HH: There are some plays that are Jquestionable yet, because the angle of the
camera doesn't give you the full view which you need, and I think that rather
than a detriment to the umpire the instant replay'is a plus. And so they
missxig® one once _in a while,

WL: We all do.

HH: Tt's the game of baseball., There's nothing perfect.

WL: Any funny guys among your teammates ?

HH: Oh, there's always a lot of fﬁnny guys around, but what I enjoyed as

much as anything was the camaraderie ﬁith the guys in general, You knew the
guys that you could kid with, you knew the guys to leave alone, and just the
idea of being around them every day and what guys you could joke with, ‘There's
nobody that rdally stands out, as far as that's concerned, But I had a lot of
fun with a lot of them.

WL: Were_jou married during your baseball days?

HH: At the start, no. I got married in 1955 to my wife Marcia, and then she
traveled with me for 10 years till 1965 (that was through my time in Baltimore),
and she'd had enough, We had had our third little one at that time, and so
she stayed home from then on while I was coaching.

WL: Wéll, when she started staying home, that must have been tough.

HH: It was a change of lifestyle. And you gotta give the wives credit.

For a baseball wife to stay married with a basdball player is a very, very
tough situation, Especially if you had little ores. Now if you don't have
little ones it's not neaf as tough. |

WL: Chey all say that the wives are the unsung heroes of baseball,

HH: Tt takes a special person for a wife to be married to and stay married
to a baseball player,

JL: So, what do you feel in general about baseball today? What do you think

about free agency?

HH: Well, all T know is that I don't know exactly what is right and what's
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wrong. But I do know this., That they mashed us when I was playing. They
were not fair to ﬁs. We were hurt., Then I think it swung around and the

ball players were unfair to the owners, Whether the owners brought this on them-
selves or not.....‘

WL: They did.

HH: So, it went the other way. I think it's going to swing back, or it's
going to swing and meet halfway,

WL: A happy medium.

HH: I think that's the thing to do. I cannot see these four or five year...
kI say today, if a man has a good year like Tim Raines did last year, give.him
that million dollars., For a year, Not for four or five years., That to me
was the biggest mistake,

WL: All the old-timers say that, that the long-term, guaranteed, no-trade,
NEEXONKCAEELXXXXE no-cut contract .......

HH: Tt handcuffs the owners and they can't do what they want to do.

WL: It removes incentives,

HH: That's exactly what happens., It takes away from the game of baseball,
But T still say that these guys today, they're not overpaid, because television
ggnerates a lot of money; but the biggest fault is the long-term contract.

WL: What about artificial surfaces? Do you have any feelings?

HH: 7Yes. I think it's a great thing, the artificial surface, In all my
playing time I played on grass fields, and it was excellent. And you still
have a nostalgia about it that the old fields are great, but for television
and things today (the world spins around money today) I think‘that artificial
surface has its place today. when the game is scheduled, they're able to play
the game;

WLs Almost always, unless it rains hard smdsteadx¥ and steadily at game time.
And you get truer bounces,

HH: Truer bounces, I don't know whether it does, but the hard surface
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probably has something to do with base-stealing today. I think they're

able to run faster on it, and again we get back to the better athletes of
today., And like I say, they've been taught more.than what we were taught,

so everything today makes me think the artificial surface is a good'thing.
WL: The designated hitter?

HH: The designtated hitter has its good points and bad points also, It
gives enother ball player a chance to play and produce. One player extra;
usually. But it takes away from the managerial maneuvering, and that's going
to have its effects in the long term on your pitching. How many games are
complete games and how many aren't, etc., I think it's unfair to baseball to
have one league with the designated hitter and one without it.

WL: It's even unfair to have 1l teams in 6ne ieague and 12 in the other.

But that's not as much unfair #s the DH. Now, instead of talking about you
as a pitcher, let's taik‘about you as a hitter. How about your 4 home runs?
HH: Ha, ha! T had five home runs, Somehow or othér one of thgm's got lost.
I'11 tell you what, I hed three on the roof in St. Louis, I had one in the
uéper deck in Pittsburgh, and I had one in the sundeck in Cincinnati., That
adds up to five, but the book says four. I don't know which one they lost.

I dm't think I miscounted, for when you only hit five in a career you can
remember them. But I'll say this., I enjoyed hitting. I wasn't a good
hitter, but I could'slap the ball arouﬁd and get the bat on the ball a litgle
- bit. T could not hit a lefthanded pitcher with 10 bats., Curt Simmons, he
was impossible for'mé to hit., But I did enjoy it. 1In fact, in one year -
1953, I believe it was - I was doing four jobs for the St. Louis Cardinals,
I started, and won 20 and lost 9; I relieved but I don't know what my record
was at that; I pinch ran; and I pinch hit,

WL: Yeah, you hit ,289 that season, 28 base hits and one home run, it sayg-
might have been two.

HH: There was another year I was thinking I had 30-some base hits.,

WL: No, not according to the Encyclopedia, 28 was your best.
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HH: T know what it was, OStanky had a bet that the pitching staff wouldn't get
30 hits for the whole year. Needless to say, we won that,

WL: Which city did you enjoy most?

HH: I enjoyed every town that I played iﬁ and went to. But I would have to
say St. Louis énd_Pittsburgh stand out to me., And of course a lot of things
happened to me in Milwaukee also. But the towns that I enjoyed playing in
overail the most were Pittsburgh and‘St. LouisQ

WL: So, if you had it all to do over again, you would pretty much try to do
it the same way?

HH: I wouldn't change a whole lot, no. The only thing is I think you'd be

a little smarter and do things a little bit different, buﬁ there are no second
chances, so you go with what you did,

WL: We learn from doing, but you can't go back and do it over égain.

.e

HH: TIt's the old thing of second-guessing.

WL: It's great fun but it doesn't change anything., Harvey, I'm really very
happy to have had this chance to taik with you and find you here in good
health and good spirits and remembering good things about ‘baseball, I guess
they'll never put you in the Hall of Fame; but in a way you belong there with
your uniqye achievementband you're going to be remembered everywhere, that's
for sure. I was in Cooperstown just last week talking with Howard Talbot,

the Director, and he'égreeé that there should be & separate categories there
for, well, for one thing, for pitéhers who throw no-hit games, Have a separate
little section for them. And some other divisions also, but it's not about to
happen right now, I don't think, Anyway, you've got your‘cherished memories
and nobody can take them away from you. It's great and I'm delighted to have
had the chance to talk with you.

HH: TIt's sure been my pleasure,

WL: So you went into coaching after '65,

HH: Yes, at the end of '65, the first of September, Baltimore traded me over to
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Milwauke, or sold me to Milwaukee, I believe it was. And of course I refused,
We'd just had the third little one and my wife was in a very tough situation,
He was bory in Baltimore and he was just a young one, and i said, "I cannot
go treaipsing on any further; I know I'm at the énd of my career. That's
it. I quit," And I came home here and was getting organized, and I still
wanted to be in baseball, so I was inquiring around about jobs. But fqr:
that given time there was too much pressure., During the winter I'm sitting
here and got a contract from the Kansas City Athletics. I flew out there to
be a coach for the Athletics. They were toséing it around and were talking
letting me coach fax with Vancouver, their Triple A ball club, and I had
another iron or so in the fire, and all at once the phone rings and it's the
New York Mets' Johnny Murphy. My wife told me, "TIt's Johnny Murphy from the
Mets." And I said, "Wouldn't that be strange if he wanted me as the pitching
coach there?" And that's exactly what he asked, |

I said, "Now, look, John, I'd love to be the pitching coach for you, but
I do have a couple of problems. I have a contract laying here from the Kansas
City Athletics, uunsigned, which is not a real big problem, though I've the
Same as said yes. And I said, "I still belong to Baltimore, because when I
refused to Bo to Milwaukee I reverted back to Baltimore.” So here's what he
said to me, "You take care of Kansas City, we;lj;ake care of Baltimore."
I called Kansas City and talked with Ed Lopat, who I tﬁink was the general
manager. He says, "Harv, we don't stand in the way of anybody bettering
himself, If you want to go there, you go righﬁ ahead and go." And that's
how I wound up being the pitching coach ofﬁthe New York Mets, Would you
believe the pitching staff that I started off with over there? Nolan Ryan,
Tom Seaver, Jerry Koosman, Tug McGraw.‘
dL: Oh, golly.
HH: Was that fun!

WL: And such a challenge, and the way you brought all of them along. Nolan
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took a while to get enough control to be a winner but....

HH: Well, Nolan didn't want to pitch in New York, was the impression I got.
He came to me one day and said, "What do I have to do to get traded from this
ball club?" He's a country boy and he didn't like the big city, and he wanted
out of there,

WL: Sure, he's f?gm Alvin, Texas,

HH: TYes, and I said to him, "There's no-way you can get traded until you

- piteh, You have to pitch, and then maybe something can be worked out "

And of course later it havpened. And of course we all had to leave when
Westrum quit as manager at the end of the '67 season, and we all got fired,
Whitey Herzog was the third base coach. He invited me to stay oh with the
Mets at that time, but I said, "No, I'h going on to other places, I don't
know what I'm going to do, but I'm going on." Whitey stayed there and that's
where he became a front office man and eventually turned into the manager that

he is today,

5

¢ And that's something,

HH: It sure is, He's one of the best in baseball today.

WL: And he'll probably go down as one of the best in the 20th century if he
keeps on as he is., So. how many years did you coach? |

HH: I c05ched frpm 1966, when I started with the Mets, in 1968 I went to fhe
Pirates' minor league system. That was a great experience, I loved it, working
with the minor league pitchers. In 1969 I coached with the Cincinnati Reds,

In 1970 I went back to the Pittsburgh Pirates' minor league system again, Like
I say, the money wasn't there, but it was enjoyable. Tn 1971 I coached with
the Boston Red Sox, and I enjoyed it up there, And my wife was getting kind
of tired living alone, and she said, "I think you better stay home for awhile,"
So I was home in '72, '73, and '7L, and in 1975 Frank Robinson had just been
named manager of the Cleveland Indians, and he called and said, "Would you be

my pitching coach?" I said something to my wife, and she said, "Go for it."
So I went with the Cleveland Indians in '75, '76, '77, and '78. When I left
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