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CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: Ballpark Committee members are welcome to provide comments 

on what you have seen and want to see in the newsletter. Please forward on to Richard articles or 
links to articles on ballparks for inclusion in future newsletters as well as short research articles. 
Longer research articles can be accommodated via links on the SABR web site. The next issue is 
scheduled to come out in December of 2020.  

 
THE YEAR OF THE EMPTY BASEBALL PARK: When I went on a Fenway Park tour in 
early March, I had no idea that it would be the only baseball park that I would enter in 2020.  
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FUTURE SABR BALLPARKS COMMITTEE PROJECTS: If you have ideas for group 

research or projects, please send them to the co-chairmen, Ron Selter (rselter@att.net) and Kevin 
Johnson (kjokbaseball@yahoo.com).  Members are always encouraged to do a ballpark ‘bio’ for 
the SABR BioProject.  Some other ideas would be a committee produced ballparks book of some 
kind, a joint research effort with other committees (Pictorial Committee for example), etc.  

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

SMOKIE LINKS – OLD BALLPARK REPRODUCTIONS 

 

Chicago – Comiskey Park 

A Chicago architect is digitally modeling Comiskey Park and sharing his progress with the public 
on his Bandbox Ballparks Twitter account: 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/white-sox/2020/4/4/21203102/chicago-architect-bringing-old-comiskey-
park-back-to-life-white-sox 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

GENE MACK SKETCHES: In 1946, Boston Globe cartoonist Gene Mack conducted a tour of 
the major league ballparks and created a series of sketches which highlighted each park’s history 

and unusual features. These were later reprinted in The Sporting News. Here is the sketch he did 
for Briggs (Tiger) Stadium.  
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COUNTY STADIUM: Ron Selter contributed the following entry on the impact of Milwaukee’s 
County Stadium on Hank Aaron’s home run totals.  

Hank Aaron & County Stadium 

Milwaukee County Stadium opened in 1953 as the home park of the NL Milwaukee Brave-
recently having moved from Boston.  The ballpark was used by the NL and AL until its final 
season in 2000 (except for 1966-69) when Milwaukee had no MLB team.  County Stadium was 

used by the NL Milwaukee Braves from 1953 through the 1965 season.  After the Braves moved to 
Atlanta for the 1966 season, the ballpark was used as a neutral site by the Chicago White Sox for a 
few games in 1968 and 1969.  In 1970, County Stadium became the home park of the AL 
Milwaukee Brewers.  The AL Brewers used County Stadium until the 1998 season, when the 

Brewers moved from the AL to the NL and then used the park for three seasons (1998 -2000) 
before Miller Park opened in 2001.   

Hank Aaron played 14 of his 23 MLB seasons with County Stadium as his home park (1954-65 
and 1975-76).  During his career, Aaron hit a then record 755 regular season home runs-a record 
later broken by Barry Bonds with 762 homers.  County Stadium over most of its life was an 
average to below average offensive ballpark.  A question arises-What if County Stadium had been 

an average league park for home runs?  What would have been the impact on Aaron’s regular 
season home run output? 

County Stadium was Hank Aaron’s home park for his first 12 seasons (1954-65).  The home run 
park factor for County Stadium was 75 for 1954-61 and 109 for 1962-65. .  Note that all home run 
park factors are adjusted for at bats as batters typically get fewer AB per game at home than in 
road games.  The sizeable increase in the County Stadium home run park factor (1961-65 vs. 1954-

61) was not caused by any significant change in the configuration of County Stadium.  Rather the 
increase in the home run park factor was caused by changes in the other NL ballparks after 1961-
noteably the replacement of the Los Angeles Coliseum by Dodger Stadium as the Dodger’s home 
park.     

Hank Aaron returned to Milwaukee and County Stadium for the 1975 and 1976 seasons with the 
AL Milwaukee Brewers.  The County Stadium home run park factor for 1975-76 was 91.  Hank 

Aaron hit 118 home runs at home in 1954-61 and 135 on the road.  The park factor for County 
Stadium was 75. .  If County Stadium had been as conducive to home runs as the average NL 
ballpark, Aaron would have has 39 more home runs.  In the next four seasons (1962-65) the home 
run park factor was 109 and Aaron hit 67 home runs at County Stadium.  If County Stadium had 

been an average NL park for home runs, Aaron would have hit six fewer home runs.   Finally, in 
the 1975-76 seasons, the home run park factor was 91 and Aaron hit ten home runs.  If County 
Stadium had been an average AL park for home runs, Aaron would have picked up only one more 
home run.  In summary Aaron would have hit 39 more home runs in 1954-61, seven fewer home 

runs in 1962-65, and one more in 1975-76.  Aaron’s career home runs would have been 789 - 27 
more than Barry Bonds career total of 762.  However, Barry Bonds also hit home runs at County 
Stadium-five in 1998-2000 when the park’s home run park factor was 88.  If County Stadium had 
been an average NL park for home runs in 1998-2000, Barry Bonds would have had only one more 

home run for a career total of 763.  Thus County Stadium may well have cost Hank Aaron  the 
career regular season home run record. 

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



RUPPERT STADIUM: Bill Lamb contributed the following article, photos and images about 
Ruppert Stadium in Newark, New Jersey.  

RUPPERT STADIUM: HOME OF THE MINOR LEAGUE POWERHOUSE NEWARK 

BEARS AND NEGRO LEAGUES CHAMPION NEWARK EAGLES 

 

by Bill Lamb 

 
Ruppert Stadium, Newark, New Jersey (originally Davids Stadium) 

Opened: May 15, 1926         Razed: Late-June 1967 

 
 

 
 



Opened in 1926, the ballpark primarily known as Ruppert Stadium solved the decade -long home 
grounds problem of the Newark Bears of the then-Class AA International League. Six years 

thereafter, the Newark franchise was acquired by the New York Yankees to serve as the cornerstone 
of the minor league farm club system being constructed by Yankees general manager Ed Barrow. 
Realizing near-instant success, the 1932 Newark Bears – featuring such future major league 
standouts as Red Rolfe, Johnny Murphy, George Selkirk, Dixie Walker, and Woody Jensen – capped 

an IL pennant-winning season by capturing the Junior (Minor Leagues) World Series. Succeeding 
seasons would yield other powerhouse Newark clubs, including three more ranked among the best 
in 20th century minor leagues history.11 Nor were the Bears the only champions to call Ruppert 
Stadium home. The ballpark also served as the local domicile of the Newark Eagle s, the Negro 

Leagues World Series victors of 1946. 
 
Sadly, both Newark clubs went into steep and irreversible decline in the late 1940s. The Bears fell 
victim to inconvenient ballpark location, inadequate parking, white flight from Newark to the 

suburbs, locally televised major league games, and a general decline of interest in minor leagues 
baseball. At the end of the 1949 season, the Yankees jettisoned the Bears franchise, leaving Newark 
without a minor league club for the first time since 1920. The Eagles, meanwhile, joined fellow 
Negro Leagues clubs as an incidental casualty of the integration of Organized Baseball that followed 

the Brooklyn Dodgers signing of Jackie Robinson in 1945. Confronted by rapidly -dwindling game 
attendance, the Eagles vacated Ruppert Stadium shortly after winning their championship, departing 
for Houston and oblivion after the 1948 season. Following their ball clubs’ departure, the grounds 
remained available for midget car racing, boxing matches, circuses, and the like, until purchased by 

the Newark Board of Education in 1952. In poor repair and seldom used thereafter, the once-proud 
ballpark was razed in late June 1967 to make way for industrial use. Today, not even a plaque marks 
the location of the longtime home of professional baseball in Newark. The events which led to this 
fate are discussed below. Preceding that is a brief overview of Newark ballpark history.  

Early Newark Ballparks: Although the scene of minor league baseball since 1884, Newark clubs 
played on makeshift grounds until Wiedenmayer’s Park was built in 1902.2 Erected in the gritty, 
industrialized Ironbound neighborhood southeast of city center, the facility was a single -tier wooden 
ballpark that constantly underwent expansion until it could comfortably seat 12,000 fans, more if 

crowds warranted. A first-rate minor league venue, Wiedenmayer’s Park was the home field of 
Newark’s teams in the Class A Eastern League (1902-1911) and its successor, the Class AA 
International League (1912-onward).  
 

After the 1918 season, a portion of the Wiedenmayer’s Park property was acquired by the Heller & 
Merz Company, a sprawling alkaline dye plant that sat adjacent to the ballpark. 3 Although the 
grandstands remained largely intact, the grounds were no longer suitable  for professional baseball, 
obliging the Newark Bears to find another home field. While not within city limits, suitable premises 

were available nearby in Harrison, the mini-city located just across the Passaic River from downtown 
Newark. Built in 1915 by oil tycoon Harry Sinclair to house his Federal League Newark Peppers 
club, Harrison Park was a spacious and modern ballpark capable of seating 20,000 spectators. 4 And 
since the collapse of the Federal League during the winter of 1915-1916, Harrison Park had mostly 

sat idle. 
 
The Newark Bears called Harrison Park home until the ballpark was destroyed by fire following a 

 
1 According to the website MiLB.com, ranked among the top-100 minor league teams of the previous century are the 
1937 Newark Bears (3), 1938 Newark Bears (16), 1932 Newark Bears (53), and 1941 Newark Bears (86). 
2 The full history of Wiedenmayer’s Park is provided in the December 2019 issue of Palaces of the Fans. 
3 Vintage Wiedenmayer’s Park photographs often depict the Heller & Merz Company smokestack that towered over 
the third base stands. 
4 For more, see the Harrison Park BioProject entry. 



May 1923 Bears-Toronto Maple Leafs game.5 A reluctant Newark Board of Education was 
subsequently prevailed upon to allow the orphaned club to use Meadowbrook Oval, a band-box 

ballpark located on the city’s west side.6 The Bears remained in residence there until evicted by the 
Board in May 1925 (so that the site could be cleared for a new high school). The Newark ball club 
pulled up stakes and finished the season in Providence, Rhode Island. Thereafter, the International 
League transferred the franchise to Reading, Pennsylvania. 

Charles A. Davids and the Building of Ruppert Stadium: The Newark ballpark that came to bear 
his name originally had nothing to do with New York Yankees owner Jacob Ruppert. Rather, the 
grounds were the brainchild of long-forgotten minor league baseball mogul Charles August Davids 
(1874-1941). Originally from Baltimore, Davids relocated to Bayside, Queens in New York City  

where a successful career in sales promotion and advertising permitted him to amass a healthy-sized 
bankroll. In his leisure time, the “self -confessed baseball bug”7 organized and operated a semipro 
nine in nearby Jamaica. 
 

As the 1925 season wound down, word surfaced that Davids was in negotiation to purchase the 
Reading franchise, with the intention of returning the club to the now-vacant International League 
territory of Newark.8 Confirming reports, the optimistic entrepreneur expressed his desire to “put 
Newark back on the baseball map.”9 In advance of closing the $75,000 deal with Reading club 

officials,10 Davids began the search for a site suitable for the erection of a new ballpark in Newark. 
He quickly passed on more attractive properties (probably as being too expensive to acquire) and 
settled on the abandoned and available 15-acre site of Wiedenmayer’s Park, its surviving 
grandstands having recently been destroyed by a fire.11 The purchase price was hefty, reportedly 

between $125,000 and $150,000.12  
 
Although an established baseball venue, the location was not without problems. In the years since 
Wiedenmayer’s Park was built in 1902, the Ironbound had become even more industrialized, isolated 

from the city’s residential neighborhoods and poorly served  by public transit. Noxious fumes 
belched by the Heller & Merz Company smokestacks that towered over the site and the stench of 
the garbage-strewn Passaic River running nearby often made a visit to the area unpleasant. Indeed, 
when the new ballpark site was publicly revealed, Newark City Commissioner John Howe promptly 

 
5 Newark did not host a team during the 1920 season, the only time between 1901 and 1949 that Newark went without 
its own minor leagues club. 
6 The passage of time and the number of Newark grounds that incorporated the word Meadowbrook into their names 
makes the precise location of the Newark Bears new home field uncertain. But the writer’s best guess is that the 
Meadowbrook Oval in question was located on the present site of West Side High School on South Orange Avenue. 
7 A description of Davids taken from “Give Me a ‘Ball Park Figure’: Creating Civic Narratives Through Stadium Building 
in Newark, New Jersey,” 41, the doctoral thesis of Laura T. Troiano, October 2017, viewable on line via 
https.//semanticscholar.org. The extensively researched Troiano dissertation is a major source of this article.     
8 See e.g., “Newark May Get Reading Franchise, But Toole Doesn’t Know,” Jersey (Jersey City) Journal, September 10, 
1925: 16; “O.K. Transfer of Franchise to Newark,” Boston Herald, September 11, 1925: 14. John Conway Toole was 
president of the International League. 
9 “Juvenile Fans To Be Weekly Guests of Bears Next Season, First Rule of Owner Charles Davids,” Newark Evening News, 
September 11, 1925: 10X. 
10 The Reading franchise purchase price, according to a Universal Wire Service dispatch. See e.g., “Newark To Get 
Reading Club,” Detroit Times, September 10, 1925: 27. See also, “Reading Club Will Go to Newark in Spring,” The 
Sporting News, September 17, 1925: 1. 
11 The forlorn ballpark’s surviving grandstands were destroyed in a May 1925 blaze. 
12 See e.g., “$150,000 Site Purchased for Newark Baseball Club,” Jersey Journal, September 22, 1925: 1; “Close Reading 
and Newark Deal with Final Payment of $65,000,” Newark Evening News, January 20, 1926: 14X. The site was 
purchased from the Simmons Bed Company, which took back a $115,000 mortgage, per “Newark Club Goes into 
Receivership,” The Sporting News, March 25, 1926: 1. See also, “Equity Receiver for Baseball Club,” Newark Evening 
News, March 19, 1926: 1. 



dubbed it “Davids’ Folly.”13 Undaunted, the new minor league club magnate forged on, announcing 
plans for the construction of a modern concrete-and-steel stadium capable of hosting 20,000 

spectators.14 
 
To underwrite the project, Davids created the Greater Newark Baseball Club, Inc., with himself as 
president and principal stockholder. The new venture was capitalized at $600,000, with President 

Davids personally kicking in half.15 It would not prove nearly enough. Unlike the wooden ballparks 
of an earlier era, construction of modern Davids Stadium would be time-consuming and expensive. 
As envisioned by architect William J. Fitzsimmons, the new ballpark utilized the footprint of old 
Wiedenmayer’s Park but was much grander, with a three-story facade greeting fans approaching the 

main gate behind the home plate grandstands.16 The ballpark seating capacity, however, was scaled 
back to 12,000, with space available for an additional 2,000 temporary seats.17 
 
A proud Charles A. Davids and general construction contractor Thomas J. Scully put a ceremonial 

spade into the ground in January 1926, but the project was soon beset by financing shortfalls and 
labor problems.  Even before construction of Davids Stadium began in earnest, the ironworkers 
union walked off the site, refusing to work for general contractor Scully.18 Shortly after that dispute 
resolved, Davids proved unable to meet his $18,000/week construction payroll and the job site 

workforce briefly went on strike.19 By now, it was painfully apparent that the cost of the stadium 
had been vastly underestimated, and that far more than the budgeted $600,000 would be needed to 
see the project to completion. But Davids, unhappily, was financially strapped. He was  not overly-
rich to begin with, and the previous December he had imprudently overextended himself by 

purchasing the Scranton (Pennsylvania) Miners of the Class B New York-Penn League.20 Now, he 
had little cash reserve to draw upon. So, when his construction  liabilities skyrocketed to over 
$200,000, Davids was obliged to seek the protection of the courts and applied for the appointment 
of a receiver for the ballpark project.21 Rallying to Davids’ cause were Newark civic leaders, 

prominent citizens, and business concerns. Within days, over $100,000 was raised through 
subscriptions to club stock.22 The club boss was grateful for the public support and encouraged his 
players to go to church the coming Easter Sunday to “give thanks to God for enabling me to weather 
the financial storm.”23 The infusion of cash, however, only served to postpone the inevitable.  

While he fended off looming bankruptcy, Davids had a more immediate problem to contend with: 
finding a place for his Newark Bears to begin the 1926 season. Labor and financing problems had 
set back construction to the point that Davids Stadium clearly would not be ready for Opening Day. 
As a stopgap measure, Davids secured temporary use of Sprague Field, a small wooden ballpark 

 
13 Troiano, 43-44, citing Randolph Linthurst, Newark Bears: The Middle Years (Trenton, New Jersey: White Eagle 
Printing, 1979), 4.  
14 “President of Club on Visit Here Tells of Plans for Park,” Newark Evening News, September 25, 1925: 10X. 
15 As subsequently revealed in court filings when Davids sought the protection of receivership. See “Newark Club Goes 
into Receivership,” The Sporting News, March 25, 1926: 1. 
16 As illustrated by the stadium design printed in the Newark Evening News, December 17, 1925. Comparison of 1911 
(Wiedenmayer’s Park) and 1927 (Davis [sic] Stadium) Newark fire insurance maps establishes that there were slight 
alignment and grandstand location differences between the two ballparks. 
17 Per “Newark Baseball Fans Are Hopeful,” Trenton Evening Times, December 13, 1925: 50. 
18 The walkout stemmed from Scully’s use of non-union labor on a previous Newark job. Troiano, 46. 
19 As revealed in “Belated Payroll Arrives and Men Resume Work on Ball Park,” Newark Evening News, March 16, 1926: 
8. 
20 As reported in a widely-disseminated Associated Press dispatch. See e.g., “Scranton Club Sold,” Frederick (Maryland) 
Post, December 8, 1925: 1, and “Davids Buys Scranton Club,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, December 8, 1925: 11. 
21 Per “Equity Receiver for Baseball Club,” Newark Evening News, March 19, 1926: 1. 
22 See “Baseball Fund Now Past Mark of $100,000,” Newark Evening News, March 23, 1926: 8. For a detailed account 
of the project’s financial problems, see Troiano, 46-58. 
23 Troiano, 54, quoting “Davids Urges Team To Attend Church Sunday,” Newark Evening News, April 1, 1926. 



located in the adjoining town of Bloomfield, which he then poured precious cash into to enlarge the 
seating capacity to 9,000.24 On April 14, the Newark Bears inaugurated the season with a 7-6 home 

victory over the Buffalo Bisons. But Davids’ baseball ambitions remained snake -bitten. After the 
game, a carelessly discarded cigarette started a blaze that consumed the majority of the Spra gue 
Field grandstands, and left the Newark Bears homeless once again. With his own ballpark still not 
ready, Davids needed to secure another interim home field. Once more coming reluctantly to the 

rescue was the Newark Board of Education which allowed the Bears the temporary use of Schools 
Stadium, a just-constructed all-sports venue located in the city’s North Ward. 
 
Not quite completed but usable, Davids Stadium made a belated public debut on May 15, 1926. 

Regrettably, it was an inauspicious one. More than 16,000 were on hand to witness Baltimore (and 
future Philadelphia A’s) ace George Earnshaw set back the Bears, 7 -2. But at least the new ballpark 
was finally operational. And when completed, Davids Stadium was a handsome minor league 
ballpark, in many ways reminiscent of its predecessor, but cast in steel and concrete, not wood. Like 

the vanished Wiedenmayer’s Park, the new stadium was a single -tier structure with covered 
grandstands extending from past first base to beyond third. The outfield was ringed by open bleacher 
sections, while clubhouse facilities were located behind the home plate grandstand. The 305 -410-
305 feet outfield dimensions, meanwhile, mirrored those of the original 1902 version of 

Wiedenmayer’s Park.25 
 
The Bears responded well to their new surroundings, turning in an excellent (albeit third-place) 99-
66 record. The local fans, too, did their part, as Newark easily led International League in home 

game attendance (274,099) despite the trying start to the season.26 But the $80,000 profit realized by 
club operations was nowhere near sufficient to pay off Davids’ oversized debt, and he remained 
besieged by creditors. Even ballpark architect Fitzsimmons had filed suit to recover unpaid fees. 
Davids fought a rearguard legal battle to retain control of the franchise into 1927, but by that summer 

the outcome was foretold by newspaper headlines reading “Creditors Closing In on ‘Gus’ Davids,” 27 
and “Davids’ Complete Demise as Organized Baseball Mogul Nears.”28  
 
On August 2, 1927, Davids was obliged to divest himself of the 1926 New York-Penn League 

champion Scranton Miners. Shortly thereafter, federal district court judge William N. Runyon 
ordered that his Newark Bears be sold at public auction. By early-September, Charles A. Davids was 
out of baseball.29 
 

From Davids Stadium to Bears Stadium to Ruppert Stadium: On September 7, 1927, the Newark 
Bears franchise was purchased by high-bidder Paul Block, the wealthy owner-publisher of the 
Newark Star-Eagle and other newspapers. The price was $507,040, and included repayment of some 
$147,000 loaned the club by the Newark Citizens Committee.30 Among the acquired club assets was 

 
24 See “Newark Bears To Play on Sprague Field,” The (Bloomfield, New Jersey) Independent Press, March 26, 1926: 8, 
and Edward R. Koegel, “Newark Fans Go Limit To Get Their Baseball,” The Sporting News, April 8, 1926: 3. 
25 By 1911, the outfield fences in Wiedenmayer’s Park had been moved back to more typical Deadball Era distances of 
373-472-340. 
26 The 1926 Newark Bears outdrew the National League Philadelphia Phillies (240,600), and finished within hailing 
distance of three other major league clubs in attendance. 
27 Jersey Journal, July 19, 1927: 13. 
28 Jersey Journal, August 3, 1927: 18. Published reports put the now-broke Davids owing over $500,000 to baseball 
venture creditors. See e.g., “Owner of Bears Tells How Hobby Swept Away $500,000,” Newark Evening News, October 
28, 1927: 1. 
29 The resilient Davids returned to the advertising business and quickly recouped his fortune. But his 1932 bid to buy 
another International League ball club, the financially-ailing Jersey City Skeeters, was rebuffed. Troiano, 62, citing the 
Davids obituary published in the Newark Evening News, October 25, 1941.  
30 As reported in “Paul Block, Newspaperman, New Owner of Newark Bears,” Jersey Journal, September 7, 1927: 17; 



Davids Stadium which Block promptly renamed Bears Stadium. The installation of more bleacher 
seats expanded seating capacity to 17,500, while the addition of a giant scoreboard behind the seats 

in dead center field added to the ballpark’s allure.31 Another noteworthy feature of the Block regime 
was the hiring of recently retired game greats Walter Johnson (1928) and Tris Speaker (1929 ) as 
Newark managers, but the Bears finished no better than sixth under their command. Of more long-
lasting significance was the coming of night baseball to Newark. Following the lead of the nearby 

IL rival Jersey City Skeeters, Bears management placed towering light stanchions along the 
perimeter of the grounds. But on August 7, 1930, some 15,000 fans were disappointed when the 
Bears lost their first-ever home night game to the Toronto Maple Leafs, 5-1.  
 

During his time as club owner, Block invested an estimated $250,000 into improving Bears 
Stadium.32 But by late-1931, he was ready to leave the game. Enter Jacob Ruppert, a long-time Block 
friend and the owner of major league baseball’s premier franchise, the New York Yankees. The 
Yanks were smarting from their displacement from atop American League standings by the 

Philadelphia A’s, and preparing to reinvigorate their prospects via the establishment of a minor 
leagues farm system. To that end, Yankees general manager Ed Barrow would orchestrate the 
acquisition of no fewer than 14 minor league clubs during the 1930s. The first and foremost of these 
was the Newark Bears, later described as “perhaps the most successful farm club operation that 

organized baseball will ever see.”33 
 
On November 12, 1931, Paul Block sold the Newark Bears to the East Realty Company, a straw 
buyer wholly owned by Jacob Ruppert. Although not publicly disclosed, the purchase price has been 

estimated at somewhere between $500,000 and $600,000.34 Thereafter on January 2, 1932, East 
Realty granted the Ruppert-owned Newark International Baseball Club a ten-year lease on the 
grounds at $15,000 per year.35 Days later, the name of the Newark ballpark was officially changed 
to Ruppert Stadium.36 The World Series and Junior World Series victories promptly brought home 

that season by Ruppert’s Yankees and Bears clubs doubtless pleased their namesake, and more were 
on the way, including double-repeats five seasons later. The 1937 Yankees won a second-
consecutive World Series crown, while the Bears, featuring future pinstripes stalwarts like Joe 
Gordon, Charlie Keller, Babe Dahlgren, Buddy Rosar, Marius Russo, and Atley Donald, prevailed 

in the minor leagues championship match. The following year, New York won a third -straight World 
Series. The Bears, however, were thwarted in their title defense, losing a hard-fought seven-game 
Junior World Series to the Kansas City Blues, the Yankees’ American Association affiliate. Of 
interest here, the Newark-Kansas City match was distinguished by the fact that the games in both 

cities were played in ballparks named Ruppert Stadium. 
 
Joint Stadium Tenants and a Negro Leagues Championship: In 1935, Brooklyn sporting man 
and numbers banker Abe Manley acquired two local black ball clubs which he then consolidated 

and placed in the Negro National League. By season’s end, Manley and vivacious new wife Effa 
(the public face of the Manley operation) were dissatisfied with the situation in Brooklyn and cast 

 
“Block Purchases the Newark Club,” New York Times, September 8, 1927: 3; and elsewhere. 
31 Troiano, 65. 
32 Troiano, 66. 
33 As subsequently observed by the New York Times, October 17, 1952: 17. 
34 According to Troiano, 66. The purchase price was not publicly disclosed by the parties, but Bears Stadium valuations 
contained in Newark Bears records calculate the total cost of the real property and grounds at $516,794. 
35 Troiano, 68. 
36 See “Ruppert Stadium Is New Name of Baseball Park in Newark,” New York Times, January 9, 1932: 23; “Bears Field 
Named ‘Ruppert Stadium,’” Trenton Evening Times, January 9, 1932: 9. When the Yankees acquired the Kansas City 
Blues of the Class AAA American Association a few years later, the Blues’ Muehlbach Field was also renamed Ruppert 
Stadium.  



their eyes upon nearby Newark, where Ruppert Stadium sat idle whenever the Bears were on the 
road. Negotiations with Bears Vice-President George Weiss subsequently yielded a lease allowing 

the newly-christened Newark Eagles access to Ruppert Stadium for the 1936 season and beyond. In 
return for providing use of their grounds, the Bears received twenty per cent of the gate at Eagles 
home games. The Manleys also had to cover all their club’s overhead costs, including payment of 
ticket-takers, ushers, ballpark police, and other game-day expenses.37 

 
For the next 13 seasons, “Newark’s two great baseball clubs shared [Ruppert Stadium] peacefully 
and memorably,”38 unimpaired by the death of stadium owner Jacob Ruppert in January 1939. Bears 
and Eagles use of the Newark ballpark was continued by the Ruppert estate, and thereafter by 

incoming Yankees club owners Dan Topping, Del Webb, and Larry MacPhail. But no significant 
improvement of the grounds was undertaken under its new ownership, leaving Ruppert Stadium 
pretty much the same as former Bears owner Paul Block had left it in 1931.  
 

Playing a roughly 75-85 game Negro National League schedule, the Newark Eagles were a middle-
of-the-pack finisher for most of their first decade in Ruppert Stadium. But that changed in 1946. 
Paced by future Hall of Famers Larry Doby, Monte Irvin, and Leon Day, with ample support from 
league all-stars Lennie Pearson and Johnny “Cherokee” Davis, Newark posted a sparkling 56 -24-3 

(.700) record and captured the NNL pennant. The Eagles then battled the Negro American League 
champion Kansas City Monarchs (featuring Satchel Paige, Buck O’Neil, Willard Brown, and Hilton 
Smith) in a thrilling seven-game Negro Leagues World Series. Before some 19,000 fans jammed 
into Ruppert Stadium on September 29, 1946, Newark staged a late-inning rally to emerge with a 3-

2 victory and the Negro Leagues championship. Sadly, the Eagles’ triumph proved Ruppert 
Stadium’s last hurrah – at least as far as baseball was concerned. 
 
Decline to Demolition: Perhaps the most memorable event ever staged at Ruppert Stadium occurred 

during the twilight of the Bears and Eagles time there, but involved neither club. On the evening of 
June 10, 1948, a stadium-record crowd of 21,497 was on hand to witness the finale of the three-bout 
Tony Zale-Rocky Graziano battle for the middleweight boxing crown. In the third round, defending 
champion Graziano was knocked out (literally, as he remained inert on the canvas for several 

minutes thereafter) by a savage left hook to the jaw delivered by former champ Zale. Three months 
later and suffering from the precipitous Negro Leagues attendance decline that accompanied Jackie 
Robinson’s signing by the Brooklyn Dodgers and the integration of Organized Baseball, the Newark 
Eagles were sold to W.H. Young who promptly relocated the club to Houston. 

 
Attendance at Newark Bears games was also in free-fall. White flight from Newark accelerated after 
World War II, and Ruppert Stadium was inconveniently located for fans from the suburbs. The 
ballpark also lacked adequate parking and public transport to the Ironbound was close to non-

existent. The explosive growth of television, moreover, gave people an inexpensive stay -at-home 
form of entertainment, made worse for the Newark Bears by the fact that local major league games 
were now being televised. When a last-place (55-98, .359) Bears club drew only 88,170 in 1949, the 
Yankees pulled the plug on their nearby minor league affiliate. In January 1950, the franchise was 

sold to the Chicago Cubs and removed to Springfield, Massachusetts,39 bringing Newark’s 65 years 
of being home to a minor league ball club to a close. 
 

 
37 Troiano, 75-76. 
38 Per Curt Smith, “Ruppert Stadium,” in The Newark Eagles Take Flight: The Story of the 1946 Negro League 
Champions, Frederick C. Bush and Bill Nowlin, eds. (Phoenix: SABR, 2019), 169-170. 
39 As reported by Roscoe McGowen in “Yankees Sell Newark Franchise: Cubs Will Place Team in Springfield, but Take 
No Bear Players,” New York Times, January 13, 1950: 34. See also, “Cubs Buy Bears; To Move Out,” Newark Evening 
News, January 12, 1950: 1. 



Although now without a baseball tenant, Ruppert Stadium remained a possession of the New York 
Yankees. But the meager income produced by rental of the ballpark for random midget car races, 

circuses, soccer club matches, prize fights, rodeos, and the like made retention of the property a poor 
investment. Then a June 1952 storm tore off the Ruppert Stadium grandstand roof, with repair costs 
estimated at $200,000.40 That sealed the ballpark’s fate for the Yankees. In  October, it was 
announced that Ruppert Stadium would be razed to enhance its prospects for sale to real estate 

developers.41  
 
Largely as a matter of civic pride, the ballpark was reprieved from the wrecking ball by the City of 
Newark, the Board of Education budget supplying the $275,000 sale price required by the Yankees.42 

But with the Board-owned Newark Schools Stadium available for scholastic sporting events, the city 
had little need of the aging ballpark, renamed Memorial Stadium in 1954. During the ensuing decade, 
the grounds hosted club soccer matches, occasional Newark high school baseball games, and a 
sprinkling of other events until it fell into almost complete disuse. Crumbling and deserted, 

Davids/Bears/Ruppert/Memorial Stadium was finally torn down in late June 1967 to enhance its real 
estate sale value.43 Now more than 50 years later, a small industrial park occupies the property. But 
only city historians and aged fans are likely to appreciate the fact, as no memorial commemorates 
the longtime site of professional baseball in Newark. 

 
40 Per “Heat Wave Ended by Quickie Storm; Ruppert Stadium Grandstand is Unroofed,” New York Times, June 20, 1952: 
2; “Storm Ends Heat Spell,” Trenton Evening Times, June 20, 1952: 2. 
41 See “Yankees Decide To Tear Down Ruppert Stadium,” Jersey Journal, October 17, 1952: 14; “Ruppert Stadium To 
Be Torn Down,” New York Times, October 17, 1952: 37. 
42 Per “Ruppert Stadium Purchase Okayed,” Trenton Evening Times, November 19, 1952: 34; “Yankees To Sell Newark 
Stadium,” New York Times, November 20, 1952: 17. 
43 See “2 Companies Ready To Buy Stadium Acres,” Newark Star-Ledger, May 11, 1967: 16; Bruce Buck, “Memorial 
Stadium Faces Demolition,” Newark Evening News, June 25, 1967: 16. 
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BAKER BOWL: Ed Morton contributed the following article and images about the Baker Bowl.  

How The Baker Bowl Got Its Hump  by Ed Morton 

In 1870 the Reading Railroad acquired the tracks of the Norristown and Philadelphia railroad, 
extending into Philadelphia to a depot at 9th and Green Streets.1 The Phillies’ built their new 
ballpark in 1887 along the west side of these tracks as they crossed Broad Street. The tracks sliced 
off the northeast corner of the ballfield from the rest of the block.2 The park was called 

Philadelphia Base Ball Park. The nickname “Baker Bowl” was given to the park by sports writers 
in 1923. Although never an official name, it is the name we remember the park by today.3  

After the Pennsylvania Railroad opened a station in Philadelphia’s central business district in 1881 
the Reading’s depots seemed out of date and inconvenient. So the Reading formed a new 
corporation in early 1888 to construct a new elevated central terminal on Market street.4 The 
planned terminal faced immediate opposition from landowners along the right of way of the new 

elevated roadway.5 An additional obstacle was the reluctance of the current owners, the Farmers 
Market, to sell the property the Reading needed for the terminal.6 Philadelphia’s legislative body, 
Common Council, argued over the needed ordinance for almost three years. One of the major 
sticking points was the failure to eliminate the Broad Street rail crossing outside the Phillies’ 

ballpark.7  The ordinance signed into law on 12/30/1890 included the elimination of the Broad 
Street crossing by building a bridge over the railroad tracks and elevating Broad street to cross the 
bridge.8 The objections of the Farmer’s Market were settled when they accepted the offer of the 
Reading to build a new market house under the terminal where it remains to this day. In addition, 

the Reading paid $1 million dollars for the property on Market Street.9 

The work on the Terminal and elevated viaduct proceeded immediately and the Reading Terminal 

opened for passenger traffic on 1/29/1893.10 Meanwhile a side deal was reached in which the City 
agreed to turn over Huntington Street between 13th and Broad Streets to the railroad for inclusion 
in their new rail yard. In return the Reading agreed to depress the tracks 6 feet as they passed under 
Broad Street. This reduced the planned elevation of Broad Street from 22 feet down to “only” 16 

feet.11 The Phoenix Bridge Co. built a 541 foot long by 12 foot wide bridge in line with 
Huntingdon Street to accommodate foot traffic over the railyard.12 This reduction of the height of 
what was now known as the “Hump” did not satisfy local residents who held several mass 
meetings to object to its construction, including one at the Phillies’ Ball Park.13    

 
1 “The Reading Road”, Pinegrove (PA) Herald 1/16/1885;   
2 “New Philadelphia Base Ball Grounds” Phila. Press 3/6/1887;  
3  The earliest use of the name I could find was Bill Brandt ’s use of it in his game report for the 5/13/1923 Public  

    Ledger. Brandt used it regularly after that. Although boxing and other promoters used the name in their advertising ,  

    I never saw a single instance of it being used by the Phillies. 
4 “The Reading Terminal” Times (Phila.) 3/15/1888  
5 “Arch Street Property Owners” Times (Phila.) 3/15/1888  
6 “They Want A Big Price” Philadelphia Inquirer 7/27/1889 
7 “The Reading Must Act” Times (Phila.) 2/21/1890; “Reading Railroad Notes” Times 10/6/1891  
8 “Reading’s Terminal Plan” Philadelphia Inquirer 12/18/1890; “The Contract Made” Inquirer 1/21/1891  
9 “Reading’s Big Move” Philadelphia Inquirer 12/30/1890; “In Favor Of The Plan” Inquirer 12/31/1890  
10 “On The New Terminal” Times (Phila.) 1/29/1893  
11 “ A Tour Through City Hall” Philadelphia Inquirer 6/28/1891  
12 “Railway Industries” Railway World 6/11/1892 p 558  
13 “Object to the Hump” Phila. Inquirer 7/9/1893; “Against The Hump” Inquirer 7/26/1893  



The Reading Railroad became insolvent in February 1893, sparking the Panic of 1893.14 Because 
of this credit crunch the work on the Broad Street hump slowed to a crawl. But Mayor Edwin 

Stuart pointed out the Reading Terminal Company was responsible for the work and was a 
separate, solvent entity. He also threatened to invoke a provision in the Reading Terminal 
Ordinance of 1890 allowing the City to keep the Reading Terminal closed until all the called for 
work was complete.15  

Work moved quickly after this. The existing tracks stayed in use while new tracks were laid 90 
feet to the northeast and depressed 8 feet below the existing grade. Ryan & Co., contractors, placed 

huge blocks of dressed stone for the bridge abutments on either side of the new tracks. Then 
Pencoyd Iron Works placed girders of plate iron 57 feet 4 inches long and 3 foot 8 ½ inches h igh 
between the abutments to frame the bridge carrying Broad Street and Lehigh Avenue over the new 
tracks. By October, with the baseball season over, heavy stone retaining walls were built along the 

Broad Street and Huntingdon Street property line of the Phillies’ park in order to keep those streets 
from caving into the ballpark.16  This rough finished wall became the right field wall with a surface 
that author Michael Benson said ”efficiently removes the outfielder’s skin upon contact”. 17 During 
construction, deadheads crowded the bridge abutments and on July 25 two boys fell, each breaking 

an arm.18 The first train passed through the new tunnel on 12/10/1893.19 

Broad Street was elevated to cross the bridge starting at Cumberland Street, it was 11 feet 3 ¾ 

inches higher as it intersected Huntingdon Street, 14 foot 11 ⅝ inches higher as it crossed over the 
train tunnel and 12 feet 7 ⅞ inches higher than the original grade at Lehigh Avenue. Huntingdon 
Street was ramped up to meet the new grade of Broad Street starting at Carlisle Street.20 The 
raising of Broad Street eliminated the access to the right field carriage shed with 50 spots for 

which the team charged 10 cents. It also created drainage problems as the field had previously shed 
water to the right field corner where it entered a 12 inch wooden trough that dumped the water 
onto the Broad Street sidewalk where it flowed into a nearby sewer. This of course would not work 
with Broad Street now 11 feet higher. The Phillies paid $206.80 to connect the right field drain 

directly to the sewer.21  

With the dangerous rail crossing eliminated, Phillies majority owner Colonel John I Rogers could 

no longer stop the opening of Lehigh Avenue along the park’s north property line and an ordinance 
was passed on 12/30/1893 opening the street between Broad and 15th.22 By March, a force of men 
were moving the left field fence 40 feet south from the middle of Lehigh Avenue to the house 
line.23 Doing so eliminated the 40 foot wide by 5 foot high slope in extreme left field that the 

Phillies called the “terrace” and was used for standing room patrons.24 A road jury awarded 
$842.92 to the Ball Club as lessees and $3520.76 to John Rogers and A.J. Reach as owners of the 

 
14 “The Reading Railroad and the Panic of 1893” By David N. Brunk; The Economic Historian.com 10/12/2018  
15 “Mayor Stuart Looks at the Hump Sites” Phila. Inquirer 7/19/1893;  
16 “Railway Industries” Railway World 8/5/1893 p 725; “Railway Industries” Railway World 10/14/18 93 p 967  
17  Benson, Michael “Ballparks of North America” McFarland 1989  
18 “Scenes at the Base Ball Game” Phila. Inquirer 8/6/1893; “Too Much Interested in Ball” Inquirer 7/26/1893  
19  “Readings New Tracks” Inquirer 12/11/1893  
20  Weekly Notes of Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of PA Vol 44 Kay and Brother  

     Philadelphia 1899  
21  Weekly Notes Vol 41 Kay And Brother, 1898; Weekly Notes Vol 44  1899 
22 “Improving A Wards Streets” Inquirer 12/071890; “An Ordinance to Authorize the Opening” Inqu irer 1/12/1894 
23 “Local Jottings” Sporting Life   
24 “The Grounds Described” Times (Phila.) 5/1/1887; “Local Jottings” Sporting Life 3/24/1894  



land because of the opening of Lehigh Avenue.25  

A 27 foot high fence was built on top of the Broad Street retaining wall. This height was needed to 
prevent fans, who were trying to see part of the field, from blocking the footbridge over the 
railyard during games and requiring police to clear it at intervals until the high fence was built.26 

But then, on 8/6/1894, that fence along with all the rest of the ballpark burned to the ground. A 
new engineering marvel with a cantilevered upper deck took its’ place.27. 

At the end of the 1895 season Reach and Rogers leased from the railroad the triangular piece of 
ground behind the center field fence. It included a 70 foot strip of land where the old tracks had 

run as well as a small piece on top of the Hump. As it was beneath the street level the 70 foot strip 
of land had become an illegal dump or in the words of the newspapers a “tin can graveyard”28 This 
piece of land remained the property of the Reading until it was bought along with the rest of the 
ground by Anna Sinton Taft in 1909.29  Architect J. Franklin Stuckert designed a clubhouse to sit 

on this newly acquired ground.30 The clubhouse was 140 long by 30 foot wide with a “curve of the 
inner side to match the curve of the bike track and corner knocked off to fit the requirements of the 
Reading Railroad bridge… on the other.” The basement had a 34 foot long plunge and steam baths 
with the locker rooms on the floor above. The top level was a private residence.31 The clubhouse 

was first used by the players on 6/1/1896 and team secretary Shettsline moved his family into the 
top floor that Fall.32 

Before the 1896 season, a retaining wall was built along Lehigh Avenue to keep that street from 
falling into the park and an ornamental wall was built on top.33 With the streets higher on three 
sides this left the playing field down in a bowl, hence the later nickname Baker Bowl. A hanging 
gallery was mounted to this new wall with rows of seats and a walkway or promenade was 

mounted on top of the wall in time for the 1896 season.34 A drainage system was installed. It 
included sub-surface drainage under the base paths at the suggestion of Billy Sharsig who had been 
the manager of the old American Association Athletics.35 

The last of the changes influenced by the building of the Hump occurred before the 1897 season. 
The right field wood fence was replaced by a 2 foot thick wall masonry wall reaching what the 
Inquirer estimated at 35-40 feet above the playing surface. A gallery was attached to this wall as 

well and with its’ left field companion became known as the “hanging gardens”. With the newly 
erected tiers of seats on the clubhouse the field was completely surrounded by seating.  A 
promenade was placed on top of right field wall as well allowing patrons to walk completely 
around the park. A wire screen was suspended to protect the fans on the walkways and in the right 

 
25 “Philadelphia Pointers” Sporting Life 2/17/1894  
26 “Short Paragraphs” Times (Phila.) 3/11/1894; “Scenes at the Ball Game” Inquirer 8/6/1893  
27 “Ball Park in Ashes” Times (Phila.) 8/7/1894; “The New Pavilion” Inquirer 5/3/1895  
28 “Philadelphia News” Sporting Life 9/14/1895; “Local Jottings” Sporting Life 3/14/1896; “It’s the Same Old Story”           

     Inquirer 4/8/1896 
29 “Quaker Quips” Sporting Life 1/1/1910  
30 “Latest News in Real Estate” Inquirer 10/17/1895  
31 “Baseball Season Here” Phila. Record 3/15/1896;”Building and Real Estate Notes” Phila. Real Estate and  

     Builders’ Guide 12/4/1895  
32 “Baseball Pickups” Phila. Record 6/2/1896; “Local Jots” Sporting Life 10/3/1896  
33 “Sporting Gossip” Harrisburg Patriot 12/25/1895; Letter from John I Rogers to H. K. Nichols dated 2/24/1894 on  

     Phillies letterhead; in the collection of Robert Warrington 
34 “Opening of the League Season” Times (Phila.) 4/17/1896  
35 “Baseball Season Here” Phila. Record 3/15/1896  



field hanging garden from the right field corner to the flagpole. (the wall behind the fans in right 
field gallery seats was only 272 feet from home plate) Balls striking the screen were in play. A 

new entrance was designed for the corner of Broad and Lehigh by Architect Stuckert, allowing 
fans to purchase tickets, then pass through one of six turnstiles and ascend the stairs to reach the 
walkways to travel to their seat anywhere in the park. This annex butted up against the street side 
of the clubhouse and was built on the apex of the Hump.36 It was the only part of the park to ever 

have trains pass beneath it.   

The existing flagpole was 70 feet and looked puny up against the hump. A new flagpole was 

erected, and at 138 feet it was the third highest in the city. A gold baseball surmounted the 
flagpole, a weather vane was above the ball with a metallic ball player in a Philadelphia 
uniform.The player extended his bat to catch the wind.37  

John Rogers and A.J. Reach, as owners of the land, and the Philadelphia Ball Club Limited filed 
suit as separate entities for damages caused by the construction of the Hump. The Ball Club owned 
the franchise as well as all improvements, fixtures and buildings on the land. They claimed 

$82,215.03 in damages. The Ball Club as lessee based their claim largely on potential loss of 
business. But it also listed the need to fix the drainage problem as well as damage to the right field 
stands, scoreboard, carriage entrance and store.38  

Reach and Rogers as landowners were awarded $29,798 and the Ball Club were awarded $26.567 
by a jury on 9/6/1895.39 The City does not appear to have appealed the landowners award. But the 
City did appeal the Ball Club’s award to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. 

John I. Rogers represented the Ball Club in front of the Supreme Court, who in an October 11, 
1897 decision, disallowed the award and returned the case to the lower court for a new trial. The 

Pennsylvania Supreme Court felt both the business loss and damage claims were overstated, in fact 
attendance had increased after the Hump had been constructed.40  

A new trial took place in the lower court in January of 1898 and Nick Young as President of the 
National League was called to testify.41 The Ball Club was awarded $39,089 but the lower court 
reduced the award to $30,000.42 The Ball Club had stressed the need to rebuild the right field 
stands, install drainage, build and maintain higher walls as well as a $10,000 loss in the value of 

leasehold. The City appealed and the Supreme Court again overturned the award, reasoning that 
the changes were made to improve the park, and that no damages could be awarded for prospective 
loss of value in leasehold. The Court also noted that the Ball Club suffered no more than the usual 
cancellations for rain during the 2 /12 years after the Hump was built but before the new drainage 

system was installed. They again returned the case to the lower court.43 I could find no evidence of 
a new trial ever occurring. 

 
36 “Model Field for Athletic Purposes” Inquirer 4/18/1897; “Local Jottings” Sporting Life 5/1/1897 
37 “An Ideal Park” Sporting News 4/24/1897  
38 Weekly Notes of Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania Vol 41, Kay and Brothers,  

    Philadelphia 1898 
39 “Broad Street Hump Was A Costly Job” Phila.Inquirer 9/7/1895  
40 Weekly Notes Volume 41 1898 
41 “Local Jottings” Sporting Life 1/8/1898  
42 “Philadelphia News” Sporting Life 1/15/1898; “Phillies Pained” Sporting Life 10/14/1899  
43 Weekly Notes Volume 44 1899 



1888 Maps 

 

 

 

 



 

1892-1895 Map 

 

  

1892-1895 Hexamer Insurance Map, Volume 18, Page 358.  

The ballpark in late 1893-early 1894. Bridge is complete, LF fence is still in the middle of Lehigh Ave., CF fence not 

yet moved to incorporate old train bed into ballpark.  

 

 

 

 



 
1901 Map 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 


