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In the News 

How baseball's first commissioner led a conspiracy of silence to preserve baseball's color line 
(The Conversation is an independent and nonprofit source of news, analysis, and commentary from academic experts.) 

 

By Dr. Chris Lamb, IUPUI 

(THE CONVERSATION) The Baseball Writers’ Associa-

tion of America recently announced that it would remove 

former Major League Baseball Commissioner Kenesaw 

Mountain Landis’ name from the plaques awarded to the 

American and National League MVPs. 

The decision came 

after a number of for-

mer MVPs, including 

Black award win-

ners Barry Larkin and 

Terry Pendleton, 

voiced their displeasure 

with their plaques being 

named for Landis, 

who kept the game seg-

regated during the 24 

years he served as 

commissioner from 

1920 until his death in 1944. The Brooklyn Dodgers ended the 

color line when they signed Jackie Robinson to a contract in 

October 1945, less than a year after Landis’ death. 

Landis has had his defenders over the years. In the past, 

essayist David Kaiser, baseball historian Norman Macht, 

Landis biographer David Pietrusza and the commissioner’s 

nephew, Lincoln Landis, have claimed that there is no evi-

dence that Landis said or did anything racist.  
But in my view, it’s what he didn’t say and didn’t do 

that made him a racist. 
In my book “Conspiracy of Silence: Sportswriters and the 

Long Campaign to Desegregate Baseball,” I argue that base-

ball’s color line existed as long as it did because the nation’s 

white mainstream sportswriters remained silent about it, even 

as Black and progressive activists campaigned for integration. 

However those who ran the league possessed far more 

power than sportswriters. Landis, along with the owners, 

knew that there were Black players good enough to play in the 

big leagues. If he wanted to integrate Major League Baseball, 

he could have. 

Instead, he did all he could to prevent the rest of America 

from knowing just how talented Black baseball players were. 

Petitions go ignored. 

By the time Landis became commissioner in 1920, base-

ball had been segregated for decades since a so-called 

“gentlemen’s agreement” by team owners in the 1880s. 

However, it was common practice in the 1920s for Major 

League teams to earn extra money in the off-season by play-

ing Black teams in exhibition games. Landis put a halt to 

these games because he wanted to end the embarrassment of 

the Black teams’ winning so often. 

It is worth noting that Black athletes competed with white 

ones in other sports in the 1920s and 1930s, including boxing, 

college tennis, college football and, for several years, the Na-

tional Football League. Black athletes also represented the 

United States in the Olympics. 

During the 1930s, Black sportswriters like Wendell Smith 

and Sam Lacy, along with white sportswriters for the Com-

munist newspaper The Daily Worker, intensely campaigned 

for the integration of baseball. 

In their editorials and articles, Worker sportswriters chron-

icled the accomplishments of Negro League stars and told 

readers that struggling Major League teams could improve 

their chances by signing Black players. Meanwhile, Com-

munist activists organized protests and circulated petition 

drives outside the ballparks of New York’s three Major 

League teams – the Yankees, Giants and Brooklyn Dodgers – 

demanding that teams sign Black players. 

The petitions, 

which had, according 

to one estimate, a mil-

lion signatures, were 

then sent off to the 

commissioner’s of-

fice. They were ig-

nored. The Daily 

Worker regularly fo-

cused on Landis as the 

person responsible for 

the color line, while 

the Black press deri-

sively called him “the 

Great White Father.” 

Don’t ask, don’t 

tell! 
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Landis’ defenders say that he could not possibly have been 

a bigot because he suspended Yankees outfielder Jake Pow-

ell for making a racist comment during a 1938 radio inter-

view. 

Landis suspended Powell not because the ballplayer used a 

slur, but because it was heard by fans, and Black activists 

pressured the commissioner to do something. While Landis 

ended up punishing a racist player, he did nothing to end ra-

cial discrimination against Black players. 

Furthermore, Landis refused to allow players and manag-

ers to speak on the issue. When Brooklyn manager Leo Du-

rocher was quoted in a 1942 Daily Worker article saying he 

would sign Black players if he were allowed to, Landis or-

dered Durocher to deny that he made the statement. 

The following year, Landis again subverted the campaign 

to end segregation in the sport. 

Sam Lacy, who was then working for the Chicago Defend-

er, repeatedly asked Landis for a meeting to talk about the 

color line. When Landis finally agreed, Lacy asked the com-

missioner if he could make the case for integration at base-

ball’s annual meeting. 

Landis, without telling Lacy, invited the Negro Newspaper 

Publishers Association. Also invited to speak was Paul Robe-

son, the onetime college football star who had become an ac-

tor, singer, writer – and avowed Communist. Lacy was in-

censed that Robeson would be asked to address the conserva-

tive white owners about the sensitive issue of integration. 

To Lacy, the presence of Robeson meant that Landis could 

plant seeds of suspicion with white owners and sportswriters 

that the campaign to integrate baseball was a Communist 

front.  
Lacy wrote in a column that Landis reminded him of a car-

toon he had seen of a man extending his right hand in a ges-

ture of friendship while clenching a long knife that was hid-

den in his left hand. 

Landis died in December 1944, and Lacy finally got a 

chance to address team executives in March of the following 

year. Brooklyn Dodgers executive Branch Rickey ended 

up signing Jackie Robinson to a contract several months later, 

thus ending segregation in baseball. 

Lee Lowenfish, Rickey’s biographer, was convinced that 

Landis would have tried to stop the Brooklyn executive from 

signing Robinson. 

I believe it is no coincidence that baseball remained segre-

gated during Landis’ reign as commissioner – or that it be-

came integrated only after he died. 

Pictured above are Sam Lacy, Dan Bankhead & Wendell Smith 

This article is republished from The Conversation under a 

Creative Commons license.  

 

Additional reading about Landis’s tenure can be found at: 

https://www.larrylester42.com/uploads/1/9/5/4/19545937/can

_u_read_printed_w_cover.pdf  

Kenesaw Mountain Landis papers at the Chicago History 

Museum, Chicago, IL. 

Reconstructing baseball’s image: Landis, Cobb and the 

Baseball Hero Ethos, 1917 – 1947, a dissertation by Lindsay 

John Bell, Iowa State University. 

The Jurisprudence of Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis by 

Shayna M. Sigman in the Marquette Sports Law Review. 

The Most Interesting Man in America: Folk Logic and 

First Principles in the Early Career of Judge Kenesaw Moun-

tain Landis dissertation by John Henderson, University of 

Florida. 

Editor’s Note, former Negro League veterans who have 

won MLB’s Landis MVP awards include Jackie Robinson, 

Roy Campanella, Willie Mays, Don Newcombe, Ernie Banks 

and Hammerin’ Hank Aaron. 
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Negro League Fielding,  
According to the Numbers 

By Gary Ashwill 
ne of the unique features of the Seamheads Negro 

Leagues Database is the inclusion of comprehen-

sive fielding statistics whenever possible. We’ve 

also used some advanced metrics to try to make sense of 

all the numbers and help us to come up with an objective 

understanding of how much Negro League players helped 

their teams defensively. (The defensive metrics were de-

veloped by Dan Hirsch on the basis of methods outlined 

in Michael Humphreys’s book Wizardry.) 

Keep in mind that we haven’t added fielding statistics 

for a number of seasons, so these are still partial results. 

In particular players in the 1940s get short shrift here, 

both because the number of available box scores is lower 

in that decade and because for now we’ve only got com-

plete fielding statistics for three seasons (1943, 1947, and 

1948). With these caveats in mind, here’s a look at the 

players who (so far) have the best fielding records posi-

tion by position. 

 

CATCHER: This position can be difficult to judge, as 

crucial statistics like stolen bases and passed balls were 

inconsistently kept. But going by 

what we have the player with the 

best record as a catcher is long-

time Monarchs backstop Frank 

Duncan, (pictured) who has so far 

compiled the most Runs Saved 

Above Average (RSAA) for his 

career (69.4) as well as the best 

Runs Saved Per 1000 Innings 

(12.4) of any catcher we have 

with 2000 innings or more. Other top catchers include 

Bruce Petway (37.1/9.1) and Biz Mackey (32.4/7.0). No 

surprises here, as these are probably the three catchers 

with the best reputations in Negro League history. 

 

FIRST BASE: Again no surprise, as Hall of Famer 

Ben Taylor has the most career RSAA (52.6) and the 

highest rate (7.7 Runs 

Saved Per 1000 Innings) 

of any Negro Leaguer with 

2000 or more innings at 

first base. Honorable men-

tions go to Edgar Wesley 

(pictured), who had a 

shorter career than Taylor 

but saved runs at the same 

rate (7.7) as well as pre-

league first sacker Bill 

Pettus (16.0 Runs Saved 

Per 1000 Innings in 296 games). 

SECOND BASE: Rube Foster’s right-hand man, 

Bingo DeMoss, (pictured) saved the most runs in Negro 

league history as a second baseman (130.4). His fielding 

percentage of .958 was fully 

twenty points better than his 

peers over his career, and the 

highest among Negro League 

second basemen with 2000 or 

more innings. He saved runs at a 

rate of 19.8 per 1000 innings, 

which is also second highest, 

behind his Kansas City rival 

Newt Allen, who comes in at 

21.7. 

 

SHORTSTOP: The fielding statistics of Dobie 

Moore (pictured) of the 

Kansas City Monarchs are 

head and shoulders above 

those of any other Negro 

League player. He saved the 

most runs of any shortstop 

(93.0) despite a shortened 

career (Dick Lundy, with 

2000 more innings, saved 

74.7). Moore’s rate of 27.5 

Runs Saved Per 1000 in-

nings is several lengths beyond the number two man in 

that category, Bill Riggins (16.1). Moore simply made 

more plays than anyone else—he was the only shortstop 

whose career range factor is above 6.00 (6.04). 

 

THIRD BASE: The Hall of Famer Judy Johnson 

saved the most runs (67.6), but he has 1800 more innings 

with defensive stats than anyone else. In terms of Runs 

Saved Per 1000 Innings, Gentleman Dave Malarcher 

(pictured) edges Johnson 12.1 to 

10.8 among third baseman with 

more than 2000 innings. Also 

noteworthy are Henry Black-

mon (a rate of 19.3 in 1779 in-

nings) and Elite Giants player-

manager Felton Snow, whose 

hot corner performances yielded 

a rate of 27.6 in the 1355 innings 

of fielding stats so far compiled. 

We’ll see if Snow can maintain 

this pace as we add fielding stats 

for his remaining seasons. Ray Dandridge is one of those 

1940s players whose record is still quite incomplete. 

O 

http://www.seamheads.com/NegroLgs/
http://www.seamheads.com/NegroLgs/
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LEFT FIELD: The unheralded 

utility player Namon Washington 

(pictured) saved the most runs as a 

Negro League left fielder (30.8) at 

the highest rate (10.8 per 1000 in-

nings) of any player with 2000 in-

nings or more. Crush Holloway had 

good numbers too (22.9 runs saved 

in 1710 innings, for a rate of 13.4 

per 1000 innings). 

 

CENTER FIELD: Pete Washington (pictured) of the 

Baltimore Black Sox, who had a good 

reputation as a ball hawk but hasn’t 

made anyone’s list of all-time greats, 

put up the most impressive numbers 

among those with 2000 or more in-

nings with fielding stats, saving the 

most runs (43.5) at the highest rate 

(12.2 per 1000 innings). Among those 

with less than 2000 innings so far spe-

cial mention should go to Jelly Gard-

ner (29.4 Runs Saved Per 1000 In-

nings) and Jimmie Lyons (an eye-

popping 31.3), both American Giants 

outfielders. 

 

RIGHT FIELD: The Deadball Era outfielder An-

drew Payne (pictured) ac-

tually saved the most runs 

by a Negro League right 

fielder (30.0) despite only 

playing 1125 innings in 

130 games in right field. 

His rate of 26.7 per 1000 

innings is also the highest. 

Only six players have more 

than 2000 innings with de-

fensive stats in right field 

so far. Among these the 

best numbers belong to Crush Holloway, who saved the 

most runs overall (25.5) at a rate of 7.8 per 1000 innings. 

 

PITCHER: We don’t include 

pitchers in our defensive metrics, 

as their fielding is notoriously 

hard to separate from other influ-

ences—most importantly, how 

many balls in play they allow due 

to strikeouts and whether they are 

primarily groundball or flyball 

pitchers. For example, the spit-

baller Phil Cockrell (pictured) 

has the highest range factor (3.95) 

of any pitcher with more than 

1000 innings—but much of this was probably due to the 

fact that he simply elicited more groundballs (and also 

struck out batters at a slightly less than average rate). 

Among pitchers with 1000 or more innings the best career 

fielding percentage (.972) belongs to none other than 

Satchel Paige. 

Overall, the infielders and catchers who look best ac-

cording to the numbers are pretty much whom you’d ex-

pect, but the outfielders—well, they’re sort of coming out 

of left field. In part this might be because it was very 

common, especially in the earlier years, for the corner 

outfield spots to be manned by utility players or pitchers 

on their off days, so there are fewer great players who 

spent most of their careers in right or left field. Many of 

the most capable outfielders tended to end up playing a 

lot of center field. In any case, it will be fascinating to see 

how these figures change as we add data. This is far from 

the final word on Negro League fielding. 

 

The Krock Watch 
ur next installation should be Stanislaus Kostka 

“Cos” Govern at the Eden Cemetery in Colling-

dale, Pennsylvania, a historical resting place for 

African-Americans. Govern was a labor organizer, jour-

nalist, and Shakespearean actor who also managed the 

first known professional Black 

team, the Cuban Giants.  

A native of St. Croix in the 

Virgin Islands, S.K. Govern 

was also an executive with the 

Philadelphia Giants and New 

York Gorhams. 

Outside of baseball, Gov-

ern was the founder and first 

president of the Hotel Broth-

erhood (1884), which sur-

vived into the 1940s. Indeed, 

the formation of the Brother-

hood was perhaps the first 

encounter between Cos and 

Frank Thompson.  

S.K. Govern’s life was cut short at the age of 70 when 

he was struck by a train on November 3, 1924.  He has 

been in an unmarked grave since. 

Other Negro Leaguers ready for installation in 2021 

are, Peter “Creole Pete” Robertson and Henry “Har-

ry” Bridgewater. 

Robertson, born in 1905 and died in 1980, was an out-

fielder, pitcher and manager of the New Orleans Cres-

cent Stars of the Southern League. He is buried in Pine-

lawn Cemetery in Farmingdale, Long Island. 

Bridgewater born in 1844 in Missouri and died in St. 

Louis, MO, in 1904 is buried in St. Peter’s Cemetery, also 

the burial home of James “Cool Papa” Bell. Bridgewater 

was the team manager of the St. Louis Black Stockings 

Base Ball Club. 

O 
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Negro Leagues = Major Leagues 
By Loco Larry Lester 

o, that’s not new math, but new awareness. 

To recognize the Major Leagues and ignore 

the Negro Leagues as a professional entity is 

like one hand clapping. Try playing the piano with-

out touching the high rise black keys. As we close 

out the Centennial celebration of the founding of the 

Negro National League in 1920 let us take a moment 

to share some snippets of why the Negro League 

players were as equally talented as Major Leaguers.  

Some cynics claim inferior competition faced the 

Black lads. However, published box scores show that 

Black teams won 54.5% of the 490 games played 

from 1902 to 1948. Included in this mix are several 

defeats of the Dizzy Dean (1934) and Bob Feller 

(1946) All-Star teams.  

Others claimed the Negro League teams played a 

shorter season and thus comparative stats are not 

plausible. Oh well, but Major League baseball did 

not throw out records during the strike-shortened 

1994 season, which had no Playoff or World Series 

games. Nor the stats from the 1981 season of only 

107 games. Plus MLB will never ignore the wins and 

losses during this pandemic season of 60 games.  

This short year we witnessed no-hitters by Alec 

Mills of the Chicago Cubs and Lucas Giolito of the 

Chicago White Sox. We accept these milestone 

events, but no-hitters by Smokey Joe Williams, 

Andy Cooper, Willie Foster, Satchel Paige, Hilton 

Smith and Leon Day (pictured on the right) have 

been snubbed by MLB record keepers.  

A recent visit to MLB.COM tells us knuckleheads 

that the only Opening Day no-hitter in modern base-

ball history was pitched by Bob Feller in 1940. No, 

No, No! Leon Day, of the Newark Eagles, pitched 

an Opening Day no-hitter in 1946 against the Phila-

delphia Stars. Stop this madness of one-hand clap-

ping! Shame on you MLB.  

Let’s look at composite SLGs  and ERAs from 

1920-48 for the Negro Leagues and the Major 

Leagues. The Eastern Negro Leagues are at .383 and 

4.17, Midwestern NL (.383 & 4.17) versus National 

League (.382 & 3.87) and American League (.392 & 

4.16). We are still compiling career statistics but cur-

rently find that Satchel Paige struck out 8.7 batters 

every nine innings, compared to Nolan Ryan’s rate 

of 9.5 batters every nine. Also note that Josh Gibson 

hit a home run about every 14 At Bats. That is fairly 

consistent to Barry Bond’s 1 to 13 ratio according 

to Baseball-Reference.com.  

Oh, by the way, if there are any thoughts by the 

doubters that the Black studs used steroids, Sidney 

Bunch, an outfielder for the Birmingham Black Bar-

ons and the Baltimore Elite Giants shared with us, 

“Our steroids were white beans, corn bread and pig’s 

feet.”  Yummy, yummy for your Thanksgiving tum-

my! 

If you are still not convinced, please read Todd 

Peterson’s The Negro Leagues Were Major Leagues: 

Historians Reappraise Black Baseball by McFar-

land. This book is the second coming of Robert Pe-

terson’s (no relation) Only the Ball is White. Twenty 

years from now, Todd’s book with 15 all-star con-

tributors will be the Rosetta Stone that translates the 

hieroglyphics of why both leagues were equal using 

so many methods of veracity. Don’t laugh, do the 

math! ≥ 

I could significantly go on and on, but I am run-

nnnning ouuutt of space here. So check out Todd 

Peterson’s book and tickle the ivories with some of 

the supporting articles below. I dare you! 
Ben Lindbergh’s MLB May Undo a ‘Major’ Mistake 

https://www.theringer.com/mlb/2020/8/14/21368488/maj

or-league-negro-leagues-classification  

Andrew Bucholtz’s HBO Real Sports Examines Negro 

League Statistics 

https://awfulannouncing.com/hbo/real-sports-examines-

negro-leagues-statistics.html  

Kevin B. Blackistone’s Baseball is honoring the Negro 

Leagues. It needs to explain why they existed. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2020/08/16/base

ball-is-honoring-negro-leagues-it-needs-explain-why-

they-existed/  

Dr. Leslie Heaphy’s Review of Peterson’s book 

https://ussporthistory.com/2020/07/11/review-of-the-

negro-leagues-were-major-leagues/  

 

N 

https://www.mlb.com/news/tbt-bob-feller-tosses-the-one-and-only-opening-day-no-hitter/c-118626392
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/bondsba01.shtml
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Legislative action taken on coins honoring 
the National Negro League Centennial 

by Chris Bulfinch, Coin World, 2 October 2020 
egislation creating commemorative coins 

honoring the 2022 Negro Leagues centenni-

al passed the House of Representatives on 

Sept. 22. 

The Negro Leagues Baseball Commemora-

tive Coin Act, H.R. 4104, would, if signed into 

law, order the Treasury to strike and issue three 

commemorative coins in 2022, with surcharges 

from the coins’ sales donated to the Negro Leagues 

Baseball Museum in Kansas City, Missouri. 

The bill seeks to commemorate the centennial 

of the National Negro League, a professional base-

ball league of teams staffed exclusively by African 

Americans and people of color not allowed to play 

in existing, segregated professional leagues. 

H.R. 4104’s “findings” sections explains that 

the Negro Leagues “provided a playing field for 

more than 2,600 African-American and Hispanic 

baseball players to showcase their world-class 

baseball abilities.” It also shares that “the Negro 

Leagues were born out of segregation yet would 

become a driving force for social change in the 

United States.” 

The legislation calls for three coins, a gold $5 

half eagle, a silver dollar, and a copper-nickel clad 

half dollar, all with designs “emblematic of the 

Negro Leagues Baseball Museum and its mission 

to promote tolerance, diversity, and inclusion.” The 

gold and silver coins would be “not less than 90 

percent” of their respective precious metal, while 

the half dollar would “be minted to the specifica-

tions for half-dollar coins contained in section 

5112(b) of title 31, United States Code.” 

Designs would be selected “in consultation with 

the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum.” The muse-

um was established in 1990. 

Rep. Emanuel Cleaver II, D–Mo., introduced 

H.R. 4104 on July 30, 2019; it was referred to the 

House Financial Services Committee the same day. 
Rep. Cleaver’s district comprises much of Kansas 

City. He served as the city’s mayor from 1991 to 

1999. 

Currently, the bill has 301 co-sponsors from 

both parties. It was received in the Senate on Sep-

tember 23rd. 

 

 

Effa Manley wins the 2020 SABR Dorothy 

Seymour Mills Lifetime Achievement Award 
ffa Manley, former owner of the Negro League 

Newark Eagles and the only woman elected to 

the National Baseball Hall of Fame, was hon-

ored, September 12, 2020, with the Dorothy Seymour 

Mills Lifetime Achievement Award during the 

SABR/IWBC Women in Baseball Conference. 

SABR’s Women in Baseball Commit-

tee established the Dorothy Seymour Mills Lifetime 

Achievement Award — “The Dorothy” — named in 

honor of Dorothy Seymour Mills and her lifetime of 

contributions to promoting women’s baseball. 

Manley and her husband Abe created a champion-

ship team with the Newark Eagles of the Negro Na-

tional League. Her role as co-owner of the Eagles in-

cluded handling contracts and travel schedules for the 

Eagles, as well as promoting the team. From 1935 un-

til she sold the team in 1948, Manley worked tirelessly 

to make the Eagles a team to beat as well as an integral 

part of the Newark community. 

During her tenure, seven future Hall of Famers 

played for the Eagles, who won the 1946 Negro 

League World Series, the last played prior to Jackie 

Robinson’s major-league debut a year later. Manley 

used her position as owner to promote and support a 

wide range of social justice efforts, including the 

“Don’t buy where you can’t work” campaign as well 

as anti-lynching days at the ballpark and benefit games 

during World War II. She also pushed for recognition 

of the Negro Leagues by Major League Baseball and 

was successful in receiving compensation for the 

Cleveland Indians’ signing of Larry Doby. 

After she sold the 

Eagles, Manley moved 

to California and co-

wrote a book with Le-

on Herbert Hardwick 

entitled Negro Base-

ball . . . Before Inte-

gration. She was 

elected to the Baseball 

Hall of Fame in 2006. 

In addition to Manley, the other finalists for the 

2020 award were Amanda Clement, the first female 

baseball umpire; Janet Marie Smith, Los Angeles 

Dodgers’ Senior Vice President of Planning and De-

velopment and acclaimed baseball stadium architect; 

Justine Siegal, Baseball For All founder and longtime 

baseball player, coach, and advocate; Claire Smith, 

pioneering sports writer and J.G. Taylor Spink Award 

recipient; and Toni Stone, one of only five women to 

play in the Negro Leagues. 

https://sabr.org/latest/effa-manley-selected-as-2020-

sabr-dorothy-seymour-mills-lifetime-achievement-

award-winner/  

L 

E 

https://sabr.org/awards/dorothy-seymour-mills-life-achievement/
https://sabr.org/awards/dorothy-seymour-mills-life-achievement/
https://sabr.org/research/women-in-baseball-research-committee/
https://sabr.org/research/women-in-baseball-research-committee/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/effa-manley/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/effa-manley/
https://sabr.org/latest/sabr-digital-library-the-newark-eagles-take-flight-the-story-of-the-1946-negro-league-champions/
https://sabr.org/latest/sabr-digital-library-the-newark-eagles-take-flight-the-story-of-the-1946-negro-league-champions/
https://sabr.org/latest/announcing-finalists-for-2020-dorothy-seymour-mills-lifetime-achievement-award/
https://sabr.org/latest/announcing-finalists-for-2020-dorothy-seymour-mills-lifetime-achievement-award/
https://sabr.org/latest/effa-manley-selected-as-2020-sabr-dorothy-seymour-mills-lifetime-achievement-award-winner/
https://sabr.org/latest/effa-manley-selected-as-2020-sabr-dorothy-seymour-mills-lifetime-achievement-award-winner/
https://sabr.org/latest/effa-manley-selected-as-2020-sabr-dorothy-seymour-mills-lifetime-achievement-award-winner/
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Dugout Reading: 

Queen of the Negro Leagues: Effa Manley and the 

Newark Eagles by James Overmyer 
 regular attendee and presenter at the Jerry Mal-

loy Negro League Conference, Overmyer 

brings to light new details of Effa Manley’s 

captivating story, including previ-

ously unknown information about 

her childhood and family. Jim won-

derfully portrays Manley’s fascinat-

ing life, her championship baseball 

team, and a thriving Black commu-

nity in Newark that took the Eagles 

into their hearts. This book also con-

tains updates regarding the Negro 

Leagues, its talented rank of players, 

and Manley’s induction into the Hall 

of Fame. Drawing extensively from Eagles team records 

and Manley’s scrapbook, Queen of the Negro Leagues is 

the definitive biography of a groundbreaking female 

sports executive. 

Overmyer is the author of the first edition of Queen 

of the Negros Leagues (1998) and Black Ball and the 

Boardwalk: The Bacharach Giants of Atlantic City 

(2014). 

Charley Pride Gets CMA’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award 

The rich baritone singer became the genre’s first Black 

superstar, charting 29 No. 1 hits between the 1960s and 

1980s, with songs like Kiss An Angel Good Mornin’ and 

Is Anybody Goin’ to San Antone. Pride, 82, accepted the 

Willie Nelson Lifetime Achievement Award on 

November 11 on ABC television. 

Pride was named CMA entertainer of the year in 

1971 and won male artist of the year in 1971 and 1972. 

He has three Grammy Awards and was inducted into the 

Country Music Hall of Fame in 2000. Pride was the 

first Black country artist to co-host the CMA Awards in 

1975, alongside Glen Campbell.  

 

Eddie Hancock, Pride at 17, Buddy Woods, Charlie 
Davis in the Memphis Red Sox dugout  

at Martin Stadium. Pride played in the 1956 & 58 
East-West All-Star Classic. 

Dugout Reading: 

Negro Leagues and the Hall of Fame: The Case 

for inducting 24 Overlooked Ballplayers by 

Steven R. Greenes 
ince 1971, 35 

Negro League 

baseball players 

and executives have been 

admitted to the Hall of 

Fame. The Negro League 

Hall of Fame admissions 

process, which has now 

been conducted in four 

phases over a 50-year 

period, can be 

characterized as 

idiosyncratic at best. 

Drawing on baseball 

analytics and surveys of both Negro League historians 

and veterans, this book presents an historical overview 

of NLHOF voting, with an evaluation of whether the 35 

NL players selected were the best choices. Using modern 

metrics such as Wins Above Replacement (WAR), 24 

additional Negro Leaguers are identified who have Hall 

of Fame qualifications. Brief biographies are included 

for HOF-quality players and executives who have been 

passed over, along with reasons why they may have been 

excluded. A proposal is set forth for a consistent and 

orderly HOF voting process for the Negro Leagues. This 

review is from Amazon. Published by McFarland 

Publishers. 

 

SABR 50 at 50: The Society for American baseball 

Research’s Fifty Most Essential Contributors to 

the Game edited by Bill Nowlin and Foreword by 

John Thorn.  
The diversity of SABR 

members’ interests is re-

flected in this 50th anni-

versary volume – from 

baseball and the arts to 

statistical analysis to the 

Deadball Era to women in 

baseball. SABR 50 at 50 

includes the most im-

portant and influential 

research published by 

members across a multi-

tude of topics, including 

the sabermetric work of 

Dick Cramer, Pete Palmer and Bill James, along with 

Jerry Malloy on the Negro Leagues, Keith Olberman on 

why the shortstop position is number 6. Check it out at 

SABR’s online bookstore. 

A S 
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Last Quarter we ran a contest for a Free Book! 
Rules: In the Word Search Puzzle below, find the names of 33 of the 35 Negro League Hall of Fame players listed. 

Our winners were Minnie Forbes (Grand Rapids, MI), Don Conway (Silver Spring, MD), Scott Goode (Searcy, AR) 

and David Reynolds (McGaheysville, VA). Thanks for playing the game. 

Purchase your copies on Amazon at : https://tinyurl.com/ycbv67n3  

OR 

https://tinyurl.com/ycbv67n3
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1928 Kansas City Monarch uniforms 
 am often asked, “If all the images of Negro League 

baseball are in black and white, how did apparel 

manufacturers know the colors of the uniforms and 

caps?” Well back in the early 1990s, I interviewed sev-

eral players. Many of them remember the basic colors of 

their uniforms, but not the details such as pinstriping or 

the trim colors around the letters. And so I had to go to 

microfilmed newspapers in the different cities and the 

associated years in search for the answers.  

Below is one of many, many discoveries in creating 

the Style Guide for several dozen teams that were pro-

vided to the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum (NLBM) 

and Major League Baseball Properties, who in turn 

granted licenses to clothing manufacturers in producing 

authentic looking jerseys and caps. My pro bono work 

resulted in royalty payments in the millions to both 

NLBM and MLB Properties. MLB donated 100% of 

their royalties to roughly 200 living ball players, while 

the startup NLBM used their proceeds for operating ex-

penses. 

Kansas City Call, 27 April 1928, page 7 

“New uniforms from socks to caps will greet 

baseball fans who watch the Monarchs in action 

this season. The uniforms are gray with a navy 

blue stripe in the trousers. “Monarchs” across the 

chest and “K.C.” on the sleeves are in navy blue 

letters with red trimmings. The navy blue caps are 

the Pittsburgh style with the long Texas visor and 

the socks are the N.Y. Giants style with special 

red, white and blue stripings.” 

Pictured to the right are William Bell, Grandy Di-

ploma Orange and Wade Johnston. We know this im-

age was taken in the spring of 1928 because Grandy Or-

ange was traded to the Detroit Stars in 1928.  

As a result of my discoveries, hundreds of pages 

were generated and provided to licensees to assemble 

authentic caps, jerseys, t-shirts and jackets. The “Dis-

cover Greatness” style book was presented to several 

well-known companies including American Needle, Eb-

bets Field Flannels, Apex One, Mirage, Logo 7, Chang-

es, STS Graphics, Big Boy Headgear, with more licen-

sees to come along. 

How does a company promote a fresh clothing trend 

that lacks a historical base? The answer is a hang tag! 

My next step was to write hang tags for every garment 

and cap for the manufacturers. A basic hang tag would 

include the name of the team, and respective year and 

mention of a few players. Two prototypes are presented. 

So if you didn’t know, now you know how this his-

torical fashion line came about, grew exponentially, fad-

ed and is now coming back. 

I 
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2020 Centennial SABR Negro Leagues Committee/ 

Jerry Malloy Conference Award WINNERS. 
Thank you for voting . . . 

The Robert Peterson Recognition Award: for 

bodies of work that increase public awareness on the 

Negro Leagues. Works may include books or full-length, 

footnoted articles. The Award is named after the author 

of the Negro League landmark publication aptly titled, 

Only the Ball Was White. Our Centennial winners are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Todd Peterson, for The Negro Leagues were Major 

Leagues: Historians Reappraise Black Baseball 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James E. Overmyer for Cum Posey of the Home-

stead Grays 

 

NOTE: The recipient of the Fay Vincent Most Valu-

able Partner (MVP) has been selected. 

The Normal “Tweed” Webb Lifetime Achievement Award: recognizes long-term research contributions to 

the field of Negro League history.  This Award is named after the renowned St. Louis historian and former batboy for 

Rube Foster's Chicago American Giants. 

James A. Riley is one of the foremost authorities on 

the history of the Negro Baseball Leagues. His landmark 

reference volume, The Biographical Encyclopedia of the 

Negro Baseball Leagues (1994), is recognized as the 

most comprehensive work chronicling this era of 

baseball history.  

He has also written All-Time All-Stars of Black 

Baseball(1983), Dandy, Day, and the Devil (1987), Buck 

Leonard: The Black Lou Gehrig (1995), Nice Guys 

Finish First: The Autobiography of Monte Irvin (1996), 

and Negro Baseball Leagues: African-American 

Achievers (1997).  He served as editor for the 

book Barnstorming to Heaven: Syd Pollock and His 

Great Black Teams (University of Alabama Press, 

2006). 

Riley is listed in International Authors and Writers 

Who’s Who (Fourteenth Edition, 1995-96).  A two-time 

recipient (1990 and 1993) of the SABR-MacMillan 

Research Award for his scholarship on the Negro 

Leagues, he has appeared in television documentaries A 

League Second to None (ESPN) and Safe at Home 

Plate (PBS) and guested on radio sports talk shows 

across the country. 

John B. Holway has been researching baseball since 

1944. Holway saw his first Negro League game -- 

Satchel Paige's Monarchs against Josh Gibson's Grays -- 

in Washington in 1945. One of many books include 

Voices From the Great Black Baseball Leagues, 

appeared in 1976, a collection of interviews with the 

then virtually unknown Cool Papa Bell, Buck Leonard, 

Bill Foster, Willie Wells, and others. That was followed 

by Blackball Stars, Black Diamonds, Josh Gibson and 

Josh and Satch. 

Other Holway books include The Last 400 Hitter 

(1991) and The Baseball Astrologer and Other Weird 

Tales (1999), the first comprehensive study of the 

unseen half of baseball, the psychic side of the game. 

In 2001 his monumental The Complete Book of the 

Negro Leagues, the Other Half of Baseball History came 

out, the most ambitious project ever undertaken on the 

Negro Leagues.  

Holway has appeared on CNN, ABC-TV, and the 

History Channel. A former chairman of SABR's Negro 

Leagues committee, Holway has received the Bob 

Davids Award and the Casey Award for Blackball Stars, 

voted the best baseball book of 1988. 

http://blackbaseball.com/2010/12/the-biographical-encyclopedia-of-the-negro-baseball-leagues/
http://blackbaseball.com/2010/12/the-biographical-encyclopedia-of-the-negro-baseball-leagues/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/096140230X/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=negrobaseballleagues-20&linkCode=as2&camp=217145&creative=399373&creativeASIN=096140230X
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/096140230X/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=negrobaseballleagues-20&linkCode=as2&camp=217145&creative=399373&creativeASIN=096140230X
http://blackbaseball.com/2010/12/dandy-day-and-the-devil/
http://blackbaseball.com/2010/12/buck-leonard-the-black-lou-gehrig-the-hall-of-famers-story-in-his-own-words/
http://blackbaseball.com/2010/12/buck-leonard-the-black-lou-gehrig-the-hall-of-famers-story-in-his-own-words/
http://blackbaseball.com/2010/12/nice-guys-finish-first-the-autobiography-of-monte-irvin/
http://blackbaseball.com/2010/12/nice-guys-finish-first-the-autobiography-of-monte-irvin/
http://blackbaseball.com/2010/12/the-negro-leagues-african-american-achievers/
http://blackbaseball.com/2010/12/the-negro-leagues-african-american-achievers/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0817314954/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=negrobaseballleagues-20&linkCode=as2&camp=217145&creative=399369&creativeASIN=0817314954
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0817314954/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=negrobaseballleagues-20&linkCode=as2&camp=217145&creative=399369&creativeASIN=0817314954
http://www.amazon.com/Voices-Great-Baseball-Leagues-ebook/dp/B00A62YQBG/ref=thebaseballguru
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0887360947/thebaseballguru
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1561119318/thebaseballguru
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0791018725/thebaseballguru
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0887363334/thebaseballguru
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0697141292/thebaseballguru
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1892129299/thebaseballguru
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1892129299/thebaseballguru
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0803820070/thebaseballguru
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0803820070/thebaseballguru
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Sunsets! 

LOUIS BROWN “SWEET LOU” JOHNSON, 86, 
died September 24, 2020 in Los Angeles, CA.  

ohnson was an outfielder for the 1955 Kansas City 

Monarchs. Born in Lexington, Kentucky, on Sep-

tember 22, 1934, to Sidney Bell and Shirley John-

son. He had three brothers and a sister. At Dunbar 

High School in Lexington,  he played 

both basketball and baseball. Johnson desired to play 

basketball at the University of Kentucky under 

coach Adolph Rupp. However, at the time, not only were 

members of the Southeastern Conference  not recruiting 

black athletes, most of its universities were segregated.  

Johnson was nicknamed Sweet Lou upon joining the 

Los Angeles Dodgers because of his infectious smile 

and he was always clapping his hands.  

Johnson was signed by the New York Yankees as an 

amateur free agent in 1953. After moving around from 

team to team in the minor leagues for about a decade, he 

made his major league debut with the Chicago Cubs in 

1960. 

Sweet Lou is best known for his home run in Game 7 

of the 1965 World Series against the Minnesota Twins. 

During the series, Johnson had eight hits and two hom-

ers. Sweet Lou scored the only run in Sandy Koufax’s 

perfect game on September 9, 1965 when (he in the style 

of Negro League play) walked, went to second on a sac-

rifice bunt, stole third base and scored on a throwing 

error by Chicago Cubs catcher Chris Krug.  

Johnson played 17 seasons in pro ball, including 

eight years with the Chicago Cubs, California Angels, 

Milwaukee Braves, Cleveland Indians and the Dodg-

ers. His major league batting average was .258 with 48 

home runs and 232 RBIs in 677 games. 

In Lexington, Kentucky there is a park and a T-Ball 

league named after him. Johnson is also honored by a 

SABR chapter, the Sweet Lou Johnson Lexington 

Chapter, in Lexington. Visit their Facebook page, 

https://www.facebook.com/sweetloujohnsonlexington/  

ROBERT EUGENE “BOB” SCOTT, 90, died Oc-

tober 11, 2020 in Macon, GA.  

cott was a pitcher from 1945-50 with the New 

York Black Yankees (NAL), and the Boston 

Blues (USL) and the Pittsburgh Crawfords 

(USL).  

Bob Scott was one of five children born to Howard 

and Lilly Mae Green. His father Howard was a ballplay-

er for the local Macon Braves, and by the time Scott 

was 11 years old, he was playing on the team as well. He 

later played for the Macon Cardinals. When he became 

older, he started thinking of turning pro. 

He played briefly in the United States League, 

owned by Branch Rickey, for the Boston Blues and the 

Pittsburgh Crawfords. In 1946, he signed with the 

Black Yankees for $175 a month. His manager was 

Marvin Barker. 

Bob Scott didn’t like pitching to Homestead Grays 

first baseman Buck Leonard. And he didn’t like hitting 

against Satchel Paige. “Buck Leonard! Couldn’t get him 

out. He’d get up at four in the morning, before he 

washed his face, and hit two home runs,” Scott said 

mockingly. “I ain’t kiddin’ you, brother. You couldn’t 

get nothing by him. He hit a couple off me and I don’t 

think they’ve stopped falling yet. That man was tough.” 

Scott added, “I threw Buck a fastball and it came 

back at me so quick I had to duck. He hit line drives that 

took off like an airplane.” 

Scott with a laugh recalled his encounter with Paige, 

“I came up to bat when Satchel was pitching, and by the 

time I swung the bat, the catcher was already throwing 

the ball back to him.” 

After his baseball career ended Scott became a brick 

mason. He married Mae Pitts and they had six children. 

In August of 2013, Scott and Jim Robinson joined 

me and other players for a meet-and-greet with President 

Barack Obama at the White House. 

J S 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Laurence_Dunbar_High_School_(Lexington,_Kentucky)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Laurence_Dunbar_High_School_(Lexington,_Kentucky)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basketball
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Kentucky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolph_Rupp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southeastern_Conference
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Yankees
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_agent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minor_league_baseball
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Cubs
https://www.facebook.com/sweetloujohnsonlexington/
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JAMES EDWARD “JIM” ROBINSON, 91, died 

September 30, 2020 in New York, NY.  

obinson was a middle infielder for the Goshen 

Red Wings, Philadelphia Stars, Indianapolis 

Clowns, Kansas City Monarchs and the 

Memphis Red Sox from 1950-53 and 1956-58. 

The Alpha Phi Alpha brother was scouted and 

signed by Negro League legend Oscar Charleston, then 

manager of the Philadlephia Stars. Robinson’s first game 

was at Yankee Stadium, but his time with the team was 

cut short by a 21-month stint in the U.S. Army during 

the Korean War. After his tour of duty, he briefly played 

with the Indianapolis Clowns. Robinson later signed 

with the St. Louis Cardinals, but an injury prevented 

him from making the club.  

Robinson spent the last two years of his career with 

the K.C. Monarchs, where he was selected to the East-

West Classic in 1957 and 1958. 

The Harlem native who earned his Bachelor’s 

degree from North Carolina A&T and his Master’s 

degree in social work from the City College of New 

York was a regular panelist, alongside pitching All-Star 

Pedro Sierra, at MLB’s annual All-Star FanFest. 

Robinson is shown here signing baseballs at the 

Toyota Highlander Celebration. He appeared in several 

30-second Toyota “Home Team” commercials produced 

by Black-owned Burrell Communications in recent 

months. Robinson was a regular attendee at the Jerry 

Malloy Negro League Conference. 

In August of 2013, Robinson and Bob Scott joined 

me and other players for a meet-and-greet with President 

Barack Obama at the White House. 

WALT “COACH O” OWENS, 87 died September 

20, 2020 in Dekalb, IL.  

wens pitched and played outfield for the 

Detroit Stars from 1950 to 1955. A member of 

the Northern Illinois University (NIU) Athletics 

Hall of Fame, Owens was the head coach of the 

NIU baseball program from 1976-82, an assistant men's 

basketball coach from 1973-78 and a professor at NIU 

from 1973 to 2007. 

Owens became a teacher in the Detroit Public 

Schools system and coached basketball, baseball, cross 

country & track at multiple high schools in Detroit, win-

ning numerous city and district championships. Owens 

taught and coached many future celebrities, including 

Mary Wilson of "The Supremes," Richard Street of 

"The Temptations," four-time Detroit Tigers All-Star 

Willie Horton, California Angels 1970 American 

League batting champion Alex Johnson, former Los 

Angeles Dodgers general manager Ned Colletti, two-

time track and field gold medalist at the 1964 Tokyo 

Summer Olympics Henry Carr as well as his son, Mel 

Owens, a first round draft choice by the Los Angeles 

Rams in the 1981 NFL Draft. The University of Michi-

gan grad played linebacker for nine seasons in the NFL. 

Owens was inducted into the NIU Athletics Hall of 

Fame in 2013, the United States Specialty Sports As-

sociation Hall of Fame (2003) and the Detroit Negro 

Slow-Pitch Softball League Hall of Fame (2010). 

Coach O was a regular attendee at the Jerry Malloy Ne-

gro League Conference. 

 

As 2020 has been a year of letdowns and lockdowns, the Courier newsletter would also like to recognize the deaths of 

other Hall of Fame legends such as Al Kaline, Lou Brock, Bob Gibson, Joe Morgan, Whitey Ford, Tom Seaver, Kobe 

Bryant, John Thompson, Curley Neal, Eddie Sutton, Wesley Unseld and the Kansas Comet Gale Sayers. 

Also in remembrance of Jeopardy host Alex Trebek, be mindful of our talented SABR champions Claudia Perry, 

Perry Barber, Dick Clark and Jerry Malloy who once said, “If you know the answer it is history. If you don’t know the 

answer, then it is trivia.” 

R O 
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Sunrises! 
SEND YOUR FAVORITE NEGRO LEAGUER A BIRTH-

DAY CARD. 

DECEMBER 
  2ND  - HENRY ELMORE - 79 

  3RD -  BILL HAYDEN - 96 

  6TH – BILL LITTLE - 86 

  7TH – ENRIQUE MAROTO - 88 

  9TH – CLIFFORD "QUACK" 

BROWN – 90 

14TH - HENRY SAVERSON - 91 

16TH – JOE MARBURY - 82 

21ST – CHARLES WELLS – 89 

23RD – MAYNARD JORDAN - 92 

26TH – REGGIE HOWARD - 86 

27TH  – JIM COBBIN - 86 

 
JANUARY 
  9TH – FRANK MARSH – 90 

26TH – RON TEASLEY – 94 

27TH – SAM TAYLOR – 92 

28TH – TOMMY TAYLOR – 83 

30TH  – LONNIE HARRIS – 90 

 
FEBRUARY 
  4TH – ERNIE NIMMONS – 91 

  5TH – HANK AARON - 87 

  9TH – MIKE HOULEMARD - 89 
 

SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee 

Larry Lester - chair, LarryLester42@gmail.com  
 

The Courier is a quarterly newsletter published by the 

Society for American Baseball Research (SABR); in 

March, June, September and December.  Inquiries, sub-

missions and research requests can be sent to Larry 

Lester.  Back issues can be found HERE.  

 

To receive your personal copies of this newsletter join 

SABR by clicking here. For more information about 

SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee click here.      

 

Please share this copy with friends and family. 

Copyright © 2020 SABR.  All Rights Reserved 

================================== 

HOW TO ACCENT  

SPANISH WORDS & NAMES 
s we move forward in recognizing social chang-

es and politically correctness, we are at times 

technically challenged with how to accent Span-

ish names. And so I reached out to the Latin Baseball 

Research Committee of SABR. Below are two re-

sponses and an internet tech tip. 

Keyboard accents: Before you type the letter to have 

an accent on it; 1) Hit Ctrl key and hold it; 2) Hit the 

apostrophe/quotation mark key.’’ Once you let go of the 

apostrophe/quotation mark key, then 3) Type in the let-

ter, to have an accent on it. 

On any computer you can change the language of the 

keyboard. On my computer, when it is in Spanish, the 

accents are placed by pressing the key to the right of P, 

before the letter you want to show with an accent.  

By the way, CAPS do not include accents. 

Saludos y MUCHAS GRACIAS -- Eddie Almada 

Another Keyboard method: If you're using Word, 

click on "Insert" on the left-hand side, then on the screen 

it presents you, click on "symbol" way at the right. 

When you do that you will get a dropdown with many, 

many accents, fractions, etc. You may have to hunt some 

of them down in the very long list (broken down by cat-

egories), but once you use one, it stays right at the top of 

your dropdown. - Len Levin 

For Text Messaging courtesy of TechWalla 

Press and hold the letter on the virtual keypad that is 

closest to the accented letter you want. For example, if 

you want the accented "e" that is common in Spanish, 

press and hold the "e" key. If your phone has this fea-

ture, several options will appear, showing the letter "e" 

with various accents and related symbols. 

Slide your finger up to the appropriate accented letter 

when it appears. Release your finger when the letter you 

want is highlighted. Repeat the press and hold process 

for each letter you want to accent. 

So now you have 

the techniques for the 

proper spelling of 

Cristóbal Torriente, 

José Méndez, Martín 

Dihigo, (pictured) and 

Kiké Hernandez and 

others like García, 

Fernández, González, 

Rodríguez and one of 

my favorite players 

Héctor López.  
You’re welcome! 

A 

mailto:LarryLester42@gmail.com
http://sabr.org/research/negro-leagues-research-committee-newsletters
http://sabr.org/renew
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

With the  

NEW CONFERENCE DATES 

JULY 29 – AUG 1, 2021  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


