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Woody Williams (WW) 
 
1986  
interviewer Ren Speer 
 
This tape is being made for Bill Hugo, a friend of mine that I met in the SABR organization. I 
think I first met him in Toronto and I’ve seen him at every national convention since then. Once I 
found out that he was from Cincinnati, we’ve had several good talks and Bill you asked me if I 
could get with Woody Williams and talk to him and make a tape. Well, here we are. I’m at 
Woodrow’s house now. He’s known around town here pretty much as Woodrow but in baseball 
he was Woody so I probably call him both names as we go along. I feel like I’m back in the forties 
because Woodrow has several pictures and some of his gloves and things from his baseball days 
hanging on the walls here in the basement. It’s really a baseball surrounding. So, Woodrow, you 
started out not with Cincinnati, where did you start out, who did you start out with? 
 
WW- I played in North Carolina at the start. That was Class D ball. Then I left there and let’s see, 
I went to spring training with the Dodgers and they sent me to Dayton. 
 
You were the property of the Dodgers, when you first started out in professional ball. 
 
WW- That’s right. 
 
Now you made it up to the big club with the Dodgers. Now before we get into Cincinnati thing, 
I’d like for you to tell us a few things about that. Now, you told me one time a long while ago, 
when the Dodgers called you up, some real important person took you out onto the field and 
showed you Ebbets Field and had a little talk with you. Who was that guy? 
 
WW- That guy was the trainer, and he was as funny as he could be. So I walked in that day I got 
there and I says, “I’d like to go see Ebbets Field.” He said, “Come on. I’ll take you out and show 
it to you.” So, he took me out and we walked up the steps up on the field and I told him, I said, 
“This is a big stadium.” He said, “We fill it up a lot of times, too.” That’s all he told me about the 
stadium. So we went on back to the clubhouse.  
 
The Dodgers had a pretty well-known coach at that time. Didn’t he talk to you a little bit? Do you 
remember who that was? 
 
WW- Babe Ruth. 
 
There you go. 
 
WW- Babe Ruth was there. I got to talk with him quite a bit. A fellow there that worked in the 
clubhouse told me, “Don’t bother the Babe too much. He’s not well.” I didn’t talk with him too 
much. I know one thing. I got him to autograph a baseball and I still got it over here in that 
drawer. 
 
Well, I’ll be. That’s something I didn’t know. I’ll tell you. That’s wonderful. I took Babe’s picture. 
Now, he had finished playing but he came to my home town on a little publicity jaunt and I didn’t 
really know what autographs were, how important they were. I got his picture with my little 
camera. Still carry it around with me. OK, then well you had some pretty well name players that 
were with the Dodgers then. I think, wasn’t it Arky Vaughan with the Dodgers then? 
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WW- I think it was. Arky Vaughan, Dolph Camilli, Cookie Lavagetto. Pete Coscarart. 
 
Those were some pretty good names. Now that was in 1930? 
 
WW- 1938. 
 
OK, now I just looked up last night and doing my homework in preparation for this and the Reds 
bought you from Brooklyn in 1940 and in those days it took a long while to make your way to the 
big club. Some people never made it. Some worked ten years in the minor leagues and when I 
think I first heard of you, you were playing with Syracuse in the International League, which is 
not too far from where my home is. 
 
WW- Yeah. That year Louisville, they got Pee Wee Reese and I went to Louisville and thought I 
had a powerful good year down there. That was the Boston Red Sox farm club and Joe Cronin 
was down there to see me. He said he couldn’t find nothing wrong with me. I had good hands and 
I could throw and I could run and I could hit. But he said I got the best infield in the American 
League, what’s the use of me taking you up there and putting you on the bench? 
 
Well, they didn’t do that in those days. Sometimes they kept them a long while down on the farm. 
Let me back up to Brooklyn. There’s something I want to ask you about because I want to ask you 
about managers. Now you played, all the time you had two managers and both of them are now 
in the Hall of Fame. Your Brooklyn manager was? 
 
WW- Burleigh Grimes. 
 
Burleigh Grimes. 
 
WW- Nice fellow. 
 
Now, do you remember anything particular about Burleigh? 
 
WW- Well, no. Everybody thought he was a rough-type person, but I didn’t find him that way. 
He was nice to all the players. 
 
OK. 
 
WW- But, we didn’t have a good club. We was down next to the bottom, you know. 
 
Yeah. Well, when you went to Cincinnati, Bill McKechnie was the manager. He’s now in the Hall 
of Fame.  
 
WW- He was a great man. I liked him. He was a quite type person. If you were to play a ballgame 
and lose it and somebody mess up or something, you know, you’d come on in to the clubhouse 
and he’d go on back into his room and he’d never say a word after a ballgame. And, he’d bring it 
up the next day in the meeting. And he’d bring it up the next day in the meeting. See. 
 
After he had time to cool off? 
 
WW- That’s exactly right. 
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Well that’s a pretty good philosophy. 
 
WW- Hank Gowdy was a coach and what was that other one? Hans Lobert. He coached first base 
and the other guy at third. All three of them were real nice people. They treated me, I couldn’t 
have been treated no better. 
 
Now we’re at the Cincinnati club. I’m just going to mention some names that were on that club 
and you just tell me a sentence or two of what you call about them. Now, if you don’t remember 
them, just say well I don’t remember them, but I’ll mention some names. The first one I’ve heard 
you mention several times, so I know you remember him. When I say Frank McCormick, what do 
you think about. 
 
WW- Oh, Frank McCormick was a great fellow and a good ballplayer. Everybody liked Frank. 
 
OK, Eddie Miller. 
 
WW- Eddie Miller was a good fellow. He played next to me. He was all right. 
 
Now, Eddie Miller was a shortstop. Now, looking back, when I did my homework, it appeared 
that you were a shortstop in the minor leagues. You were a shortstop when Brooklyn owned you 
and so forth. Now, you came up with Cincinnati and all I see now is second base. Now, how did 
that happen? 
 
WW- I don’t know. We went to play and Bill McKechnie said, “You’re going to be my second 
baseman this year.” “Well, I played second base in semi-pro ball one year and I don’t know too 
much about it.” I said, “Maybe you can help me with it.” So, we went out that same day and took 
infield practice and I went across the bag, to the bag, and backed off and threw and after that 
infield practice he said, “I don’t see nothing wrong with you. You’re going to make a good 
second baseman.” 
 
Well, that’s the way it was. He just said you were a second baseman. You didn’t put up any 
argument and so forth. 
 
WW- No. 
 
Now I’m going to get something a little personal. 
 
WW- Alright.  
 
To compare. As we go along we’ll compare the players of today. Now, this is your rookie year. 
Do you remember what your salary was? 
 
WW- Oh yeah. I know exactly what it was. Five thousand. 
 
Five thousand. That wouldn’t be meal money today, would it? 
 
WW- No! I declare. 
 
Let me mention some more names here. Uh, Ray Mueller. 
 
WW- Ray Mueller. He was alright. Good catcher. Real good. 
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Bucky Walters. 
 
WW- Bucky was top. He was a top-notch man. But he was kind of funny. The day he was going 
to pitch. He was the only fellow I’ve ever seen act that way. He’d come in the day he was going 
to pitch and he’d go over to his locker and sit down and dress, alone, slow and he wouldn’t speak 
to anybody. Never said a word to anybody and he’d go out on the field and take batting practice 
with us and then they took batting practice first. The other clubs, at home. Well, he’d go out and 
take a seat on the bench and watch all the hitters. 
 
That’s the opposing club. The one he was going to pitch against. 
 
WW- Every day. That’s right. He’d walk out there and he didn’t talk to anybody and never said a 
word to you in that ballgame. He’d go out and pitch that game and after the ballgame, he would 
talk with everybody. Now wasn’t that funny, he acted that way? 
 
Well, it worked. Apparently that was his system and it worked. OK, here’s a name that you don’t 
hear an awful lot about, Clyde Shoun. Do you remember Clyde Shoun. 
 
WW- I remember him. He was a good friend of mine. We stuck together pretty good. A 
lefthander. Joe Beggs. Those two was warming up in the bullpen. 
 
Elmer Riddle. 
 
WW- Yeah. Elmer Riddle, another good friend of mine. 
 
Now here’s one that I don’t think your careers overlapped, too much. You went with Cincinnati 
and shortly after that I think he left, but you did play together, Johnny Vander Meer. 
 
WW- Oh yeah, Johnny Vander Meer, a whole year there with him. He was a good pitcher if he 
could get the ball over. You know what I mean. But he’d wear you out on the infield . Ball, ball, 
ball. You got to get up on your toes to run. You know what I mean, an infielder. To get a jump on 
the ball. 
 
Yeah. How about Jim Konstanty? 
 
WW- Konstanty, pretty good ballplayer. I roomed with him in Florida one year with the Syracuse 
club. We trained at Fort Lauderdale. He was working on that finger ball. What they call it? 
 
The split finger fastball. Now they call it the forkball? 
 
WW- No, the split finger. And I told him, I say, “Konstanty, that’s a new pitch. I don’t know 
nothing about it.” He said, “Well, I’m going to work on it.” And you know, that made him a 
pitcher. He went with the Phillies and done real good. 
 
Yeah, he’s better known probably for his work with the Phillies and didn’t he eventually pitch 
some for the Yankees? 
 
WW- Maybe. 
 
Maybe he didn’t, mostly with the Phillies. 
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WW- Mostly with the Phillies. He didn’t pitch too much with Cincinnati, I don’t think. 
 
Eric Tipton. 
 
WW- Eric Tipton was a good boy. He lives in Peterson, not too far from here. 
 
Oh, he still lives over in Petersburg? 
 
WW- Oh yeah, he lives in Petersburg. 
 
Now here’s one I’m sure you remember. Hank Sauer. 
 
WW- Hank Sauer. Well, Hank Sauer went with us then. See, I played with him in Syracuse, you 
know. He could hit that far ball. And why McKechnie didn’t like him, we’ll never know. He was 
a poor fielder. 
 
And Bill McKechnie didn’t care too much for him, huh? 
 
WW- Didn’t care too much for him. Put him in one day and he missed two ground balls hit out 
there, you know and he didn’t play him too much after that. Look what he done when he got to 
Chicago. 
 
Yeah.  
 
WW- Home run hitter, wasn’t he? 
 
That’s right. Now you had a fellow who could run pretty well on that club named Dain Clay. 
 
WW- Dain Clay. I changed his name to Sniffy. They got it in the book. 
 
Is that right, Sniffy? We’ll I’ll look that up after we finish talking here. 
 
WW- You know why I named him Sniffy? If you was talking to him, he’d twist his nose, one 
way or the other, you know what I mean. I said well… 
 
You folks listening to this tape can’t see what I’m seeing but Woody’s twisting his face up here 
like Dain Clay would. 
 
WW- Dain Clay. 
 
OK, go ahead. 
 
WW- And I’d say, “Dain, what in the world do you smell?” He never would tell me and I said 
“Well, I’m going to name you Sniffy.” And all the ballclubs, all the morning papers started 
calling him Sniffy. 
 
Well now, who else on the club. Those are just some that I picked out. Do you have any others? 
Maybe there were roommates or some particular incident that happened?  
 
WW- Gerald Walker, I roomed with him. 
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Ah, Gee Walker. Huh? 
 
WW- Gee Walker was a good fellow. I liked him. And Jo-Jo White. 
 
I remembered, he was with the Yankees, er not Yankees, Giants. Back in the thirties. 
 
WW- Jo-Jo and Walker, they played with Detroit and they had a good club. Am I right? 
 
I don’t know. I’d have to look it up. 
 
WW- I’m pretty sure. It was Gee Walker and Jo-Jo White played for Detroit when they had a 
good ballclub. I think they won some pennants. But, I’ve forgotten who else was on that club 
then. 
 
Now in 1944, you went to bat 653 times. You went to bat more times than anybody else in the 
National League. 
 
WW- Well, I didn’t know that! 
 
Well, now I’m telling you. That’s right. And that year… 
 
WW- I hit first. 
 
That year you had more at bats than anybody in the National League. I’m not saying that that’s a 
record because before, maybe after that somebody has gone more, but for that year you had more 
at bats than anybody else in the league. 
 
WW- I don’t think I missed a game that year. 
 
Well, I don’t think you did either. Now, also fellows in the National League, I’m inclined to stick 
with National League people when I’m talking to you but not realizing that some of your great 
acquaintances and friendships were made in the minor leagues and then, of course, you had 
fellows that you knew in the American League as well. But let me mention some names that were 
playing in the National League while you were playing. There was Stan Hack. 
 
WW- Oh yeah. 
 
And Tommy Holmes. 
 
WW- Um hum. 
 
Phil Cavaretta. 
 
WW- Right. 
 
Mel Ott.  
 
WW- Mel Ott. 
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You stop me along the way if you remember anything about these fellows that you want to say. 
Andy Pafko. 
 
WW- Yeah. 
 
Eddie Stanky. 
 
WW- Eddie Stanky. Everybody remembers him. He thought he was the greatest ballplayer in the 
world and I heard a manager say one time, “He’s the worst ballplayer.” He was playing on the 
Giants then. He said, “There’s a guy right there that, he’s the worst ballplayer in the league and 
how he gets by with it, I don’t know.” But he’d get on base, wouldn’t he? 
 
Well he’d scrap you, wouldn’t he? 
 
WW- He would. 
 
Yessir, he fought for everything he got. Now there a young fellow that just broke in named Red 
Schoendienst. 
 
WW- Red Schoendienst. 
 
That was, I think, early in his career. Whitey Kurowski. 
 
WW- Whitey Kurowski. I knew Whitey Kurowski well.  
 
Claude Passeau. 
 
WW- Claude Passeau. He was with the Cubs, wasn’t he? 
 
That’s right. 
 
WW- No, no! Philadelphia. Pitcher. 
 
A pitcher, yeah. I think I remember him as a Cub but I don’t know if it was before or after that. 
Anyway, he was a pitcher in the National League at that time. 
 
WW- That’s right. Yeah. 
 
And ah, one that everybody remembers. Van Lingle Mungo. 
 
WW- Yeah, everybody remembers him. Fastballer. From South Carolina. I remember where he 
was from. 
 
And then you had a fellow who was transferred over, well not transferred, but he was traded over 
from the American League named Hank Borowy that was playing in the National League at that 
time. Also, Stan Musial. 
 
WW- Stan Musial. 
 
He just started in then. He wasn’t the Stan that we remember but he was playing at that time. 
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WW- I got something I want to tell you about Stan Musial. 
 
You go right ahead. 
 
WW- Alright, we was playing, what club was he with, Rochester? 
 
Probably, they were the Cardinals farm club, in the International League at that time. 
 
WW- Alright, we went into, I was with Syracuse, we went in there to play a three game series and 
the manager was going over things and he said, “Well they got two new players from the 
Cottonstalks League.” He said, “Cottonstalks League.” I said, “It’s Cotton States League, isn’t 
it?” He said, “I don’t know. I thought it was stalks,” and he run off. And he said, “One of them is 
named Stan Musial and the other one is named…” I can’t think of his name.  
 
Uh huh. 
 
WW- I’ve just forgotten it. And he said, “I don’t know how to pitch to him and what kind of 
hitters they are or nothing. Just get the ball over the plate.” So that was the first time I’d saw Stan 
Musial. Erv Dusak. 
 
That was the other one, huh? 
 
WW- I come up with it. That was the other one. 
 
There was also a fellow named Johnny Hopp that played then and Rip Sewell. 
 
WW- Rip Sewell. I remember him. 
 
And Max Lanier. 
 
WW- Max Lanier, that’s the one I got four hits off of. To start with. 
 
Yeah I saw Max Lanier pitch, just before he went to the Mexican League. He’s one of those that 
jumped to the Mexican league. He’s got a son that’s doing a pretty job of managing right now. 
 
WW- Isn’t that something?  
 
Bill Voiselle.  
 
WW- Yeah. 
 
Joe Medwick. 
 
WW- Joe Medwick. 
 
Dixie Walker. 
 
WW- Dixie Walker was a good hitter in Ebbets Field but if you take him out of there… He could 
pull that ball.  
 
I’ll still continue with fellows that were in the National League at that time. Walker Cooper. 
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WW- Yeah, Walker and Mort. 
 
And Harry “The Cat” Brecheen. 
 
WW- Yep. He used he make up so mad when he’d get up there and get to fooling with his cap, 
you know. 
 
Pitchers had a few things that they did to annoy the hitters and I think hitters had a few things 
that they did to annoy the pitchers, too. Didn’t they?  
 
WW- He was a pretty good hitter, though. If you have to give it to him, he could run. 
 
Well there were a lot of pitchers then that weren’t bad hitters .I’ll tell you a good trivia question. 
I don’t remember the dates now. But the Yankees in one World Series back in, I think it was the 
thirties, they played the whole World Series and they used one pinch hitter. Now, who do you 
think that pinch hitter was? 
 
WW- Let’s see, uh, I don’t know. 
 
Red Ruffing.. 
 
WW- Red Ruffing. He was a good hitter. 
 
Can you imagine that? They used a pitcher. They only used one pinch hitter in the whole World 
Series and the one pinch hitter was Red Ruffing. I don’t know the year. That’s one of my favorite 
trivia questions but I’d have to look up the dates on it. OK, Whitlow Wyatt. Peanuts Lowrey.  
 
WW- Yeah, goodness. 
 
Augie Galan. 
 
WW- Yeah, Augie Galan. 
 
Paul Derringer. 
 
WW- Paul Derringer. 
 
Now, you’re in the record books. I think it was in 1944 or was in ’43. I don’t remember exactly 
the year but I think it was ’44 that you got ten consecutive hits. 
 
WW- ’43. 
 
OK, ’43. I stopped in Cincinnati on  my way back from Chicago and picked up a media guide and 
they got it in there. And, I don’t remember the pitchers but at one time I did. But, you got those 
ten hits off some pretty fair country pitchers. I think Cooper was one and I think Passeau was 
another and I’m not exactly sure, but they’re all pitchers that… 
 
WW- Max Lanier. 
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If their names were mentioned, people would recognize them even today. So, they weren’t any 
rookie pitchers. There wasn’t a rookie pitcher among any of them. 
 
WW- Who was that pitcher that was with Chicago so long and had a good curveball? He pitched 
against me then, that day. 
 
It wasn’t Wise, was it? I don’t know. We would have to look it up. We can take a minute break 
here if you want to. 
 
WW- No, that’s alright. I’ll probably think of it after a while. 
 
When you were getting those consecutive hits, did you have any idea of did anybody ever tell you 
what the record was at the time? 
 
WW- No. 
 
You had no idea.  
 
WW- No. They never told me. The only thing they ever told me at the bench when I come back in 
after I got a hit was that makes one more. And I didn’t know how many I had. See what I mean? 
The next time up I’d get another base hit and I’d come in and they’d say, “You need one more.” 
And they done that all the way through. 
 
They’d be saying it yet!  
 
WW- I know Cavaretta asked me, saying, “When are you going to get off these bases?” 
 
Oh, he was the first baseman. 
 
WW- He was the first baseman. He said “Every time I look up, you’re on here and going on to 
second.” He says, “It’s gotta be stopped.” I said, “Yassir.” 
 
Cavaretta was a pretty nice guy and wound up being a pretty fair manager, too, in his day. 
 
WW- He was, he was a nice type person. You didn’t hear nothing from him.  
 
Now, I don’t have the record book in front of me but this is jointly held with quite a few other 
fellows. I think Arky Vaughan is one. I’m not sure. I know Buddy Hassett is one. I think Joe 
Medwick is one. 
 
WW- Right. 
 
But, of course… 
 
WW- Kiki Cuyler is one. 
 
That’s right, he sure is. 
 
WW- But the others, I didn’t know ‘em. 
 
Well, some of the others, I don’t count them. They were before 1900. 
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WW- That’s right. 
 
Now, of course, the major league record is held by two men. Higgins, Pinky Higgins and Walt 
Dropo. 
 
WW- Right, twelve. 
 
They have twelve. 
 
WW- Yeah. 
 
Alright, now was it that stopped you. Now, you’ve got ten in a row, now up comes number eleven. 
Can you remember what stopped you? 
 
WW- Yeah. I hit a line drive. In a book, I saw it in a book not long ago. It said it was a fly ball. 
 
It says a fly ball, doesn’t it? 
 
WW- Yeah, It says it was a fly ball and Peanuts Lowrey caught it. But it was hit down to left field 
and the left fielder caught it ‘cause I was looking right at it. How do they get things mixed up like 
that? 
 
I don’t know. 
 
WW- It wasn’t no pop fly neither. 
 
Well, you were there. 
 
WW- The ball was hit good. But it was right at him. All he had to do was this. 
 
That’s right. Now, to even it out, did you have quite a few outs, well how did you do after that out. 
Then what happened? 
 
WW- Let’s see. 
 
After Peanuts Lowrey caught that ball how’d you do the next time or two at bat? 
 
WW- The next time I think I hit a fly ball and then the next time I hit a single to right field.  
 
I knew that after you were stopped you went on and got two or three more in a row. I’m not just 
exactly sure. 
 
WW- I think it was two. 
 
OK now, Woody, as far as you’re playing in Cincinnati is concerned, we’re talking forty years 
ago and we’re going to forgive you if you don’t remember everything that happened forty years 
ago. I hope that no one puts me to that same test because I’m sure that I couldn’t. But there are 
some things that you remember and Cincinnati as a city back some forty-some years ago to play 
ball in, I know it’s a great ball town now, but how was it then? 
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WW- Good. They had, I’ll tell you when we had the crowds was Saturday and Sunday. I think 
out-of-town people come in. See what I mean? We had the big crowds then. 
 
Yes. 
 
WW- The place was full. Every Saturday and Sunday. But during the week we didn’t have too 
many, seven, eight, ten thousand, you know, weekdays, but they had good crowds. 
 
Just before you went up to the big club, they had some pretty great teams. As a matter of fact, 
they won a couple of pennants and were World’s Champions. 
 
WW- ’39 and “40. 
 
’39 and ’40, yep. So, and many of those players that were on that World’s Champion club were 
still there and played with you and you played with some Hall of Famers and against a lot of Hall 
of Famers, so, you got some great memories that no one can ever take away from you. Now 
Cincinnati, as we know was a great ball town. Did you meet any old ballplayers while you were 
there? 
 
WW- Yeah, I met Grover Cleveland Alexander. He was staying at the same hotel I did. 
 
Well, maybe that hotel, do you remember the name of the hotel? 
 
WW- Yeah, Hotel Centen. That’s where he stayed. 
 
Hotel Centen. 
 
WW- I got to see him often and talk with him. He didn’t go to many games. He was too, he 
wasn’t able, you know. 
 
Yeah. 
 
WW- I asked him, I said, “Who’s paying you?” I just come out and asked him. I figured he didn’t 
have nothing, you know. I said, “Who’s paying all your expenses at this hotel?” He said, “I hate 
to tell you but, what is that baseball thing? I belong to it. Association of Professional Baseball 
Players of America.” 
 
Ah, huh, yeah. 
 
WW- He told me that they are taking care of me. 
 
Is that right? 
 
WW- Did you know that I belonged to it all of my lifetime?  
 
No, I didn’t know that? 
 
WW- I put money in it. Even down in Class D Ball they was taking up money for that, taking out 
so much for it. 
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Well now that provides for some of the old ballplayers of yesterday if they get down and out, and 
so forth? 
 
WW- Spend all their money and wind up with nothing. 
 
Woody, there’s a fellow that’s still around Cincinnati that you happened to play in a game with. 
It’s quite a famous game now that people talk about. You played in that great Joe Nuxhall game. 
And I spoke to Joe during spring training last year about it and told him that I knew you and he 
was, he seemed to be well pleased. So, tell me what you know about Joe Nuxhall as a fifteen-year 
old pitcher. 
 
WW- I was with Cincinnati and I was playing second base when they brought Joe Nuxhall in and 
it was the hottest day you ever saw. I don’t know how hot it was but… 
 
It gets pretty hot in Cincinnati, doesn’t it? 
 
WW- Yessir. His face was kinda red because he had been down and warmed up in the bullpen 
and he come in and he couldn’t get the ball over. Ball. Ball. Ball. I finally went into the mound 
and stopped him and I told him, I said “Joe, it’s mighty hot today. I just come in here to rest you 
up a little bit,” but I said, “Get the ball over the plate, you’re going to wear us out here.” He said, 
“I will.” But he didn’t. He didn’t stay in much longer before McKechnie took him out. 
 
Now Woodrow, you live in this little town of Pamplin, Virginia. You’re probably, I’m sure, the 
only ex-major leaguer that lives here but, how about the surrounding area of Lynchburg and 
some of these other towns that have minor league ballclubs? Do you ever have any contact with 
some old ballplayers? 
 
WW- Well, we got Jim Bibby, pitcher. He lives in Madison Heights. That’s not too far from here. 
We got Ken Dixon. He lives in Amherst. That’s not too awful far from where I live. With 
Baltimore, he’s pitching pretty good this year. And let’s see. 
 
Catfish Hunter used to come around here, didn’t he, to go hunting?  
 
WW- No. 
 
I thought he came over around here. 
 
WW- No, uh Clay. 
 
Oh Clay. 
 
WW- Do you remember him? 
 
I remember Clay was with the Yankees, pitcher. Ken Clay. 
 
WW- I don’t know where he is now. 
 
I think he’s out of ball. I think so. 
 
WW- Yeah, he’s out of ball. The only one I see once in a while is Enos Slaughter. 
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Do you see Enos once in a while? 
 
WW- Yes, he stops by. 
 
Well, I’ll be. 
 
WW- He lives in North Carolina. 
 
He sure does and runs a farm. 
 
WW- And that’s not too far from here. 
 
I talked to Enos not too long ago. He and Bob Feller were in Orlando and I talked to both of them 
and I talked to both of them. I’ll tell you. They gave him the right name when they called him 
“Country” because he’s about as “country” as you’re going to get. I said to Enos, “Well, would 
it be any trouble getting in contact with you?” “Well,” he said, “I’m a farmer and when I say I’m 
a farmer, I’m really a farmer. When you call on the phone, chances are there won’t be any 
answer because I’ll be out on the tractor.” That’s where he is. 
 
WW- I got something to tell you about him. In Class D Ball now, his first year, he was playing 
right field for Martinsville. I don’t know why I talked with him that much but I was talking with 
him one day and I asked him, I says, “Enos, how much are they paying you?” You know that was 
a Cardinal outfit. 
 
They didn’t pay much! 
 
WW- I hate to tell you what he told me. But he certainly told me. He said, “I’m getting fifty 
dollars a month.” He says, “I was working in a cotton mill and it was hot in there and this guy 
asked me if I wanted to play baseball.” He said, “Yeah, I want to do anything to get out of this 
cotton mill.” That’s when he told me when he said he was getting fifty. He said, “How much are 
you getting’” I said, “I’m getting a hundred twenty five.” Well he says, “Yeah day, You’ve got a 
big southern price, man.” I don’t know whether he was telling me a story or not but… 
 
I don’t think Enos is that kind of a guy. I think Enos laid it right on the line. That’s what I found 
out. I’m not a close friend of his but I’ve talked to him and he just doesn’t pull any punches. He 
didn’t pull any punches when he told them he ought to be in the Hall of Fame and then when he 
did get in the Hall of Fame, when he made his speech, he told them then something to the effect 
of, “Well, it’s about time and why did you wait so long?” 
 
WW- Well, you know how he hustled to the outfield and back? 
 
He still does, in the Old Timers games. 
 
WW- He done the same thing in Class D ball making fifty dollars a month. 
 
I’ll tell you now when he plays in the Old Timers games, he still hustles, not quite as fast, but he 
does the best he can. Enos has put on a few extra pounds. 
 
WW- Oh, I know he’s big. 
 
And lost all his hair. 
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WW- Yeah. Well, he was a good fellow. He was always nice to me. I talked with him nearly 
every time I played with him. And we had a Dodger scout that would come around pretty often in 
that league and I told him about him. 
 
About Enos. 
 
WW- I told him that man, that man will drawn that right field in Ebbets Field. I said because I’ve 
seen him hit them, there’s a big bank out there in right field. 
 
I know it sloped so well. In Cincinnati there was a slope, too. 
 
WW- This bank is way up high. And I saw him hit some on top of that thing. I don’t know how 
far it was, but it was a long way. I don’t know why they had such a bank there, you know, making 
the ballpark a raise. They’d have to round it out back there. 
 
I have no idea. Well there was a street back there, too. Bedford Avenue. 
 
WW- Yeah, Bedford Avenue. 
 
Woodrow, I just found out that you are familiar with a great name in Cincinnati baseball. You 
never played with him but from what you’ve told me I’m sure that the Cincinnati fans and 
especially Bill Hugo, would like to hear what you’ve got to say about this man. Who is he? 
 
WW- Ted Kluszewski.  
 
Ted Kluszewski. 
 
WW- He ah, Bill McKechnie asked me, we had a day off and he asked me could I come to the 
ballpark tomorrow morning. I said, “Yeah.” I said, “What is it for?” He said, “We got a fellow 
that wants to try out.” I said, “What time do you want me to be there?” He said, “About nine 
thirty.” I said, “All right.” So he had all the infielders come out, all but Frank McCormick 
because Ted Kluszewski played first, they didn’t need him, and they brought two or three 
outfielders to get the balls in and so we got out there and warmed up and took infield practice 
first. Hans Lobert was out hitting. Well, we had to have a catcher. We had Al Lakeman, he was 
the second string catcher. Lobert hit ground balls to third base, shortstop, and second, just like 
taking infield, you know to see how Ted Kluszewski looked on ground balls, so if you throw one 
low or high, what he’d do. And after we had infield practice, Bucky Walters warmed up and 
pitched to him. And he hit some of the hardest balls I’ve ever seen hit since I’ve been playing 
ball. And he’d hit them long distance and line drives and he hit, oh, I don’t know how many he 
hit over the fence, quite a few. But he could hit that line drive man against that fence like 
nobody’s business, And uh, we went on back after that was over, we went on back up the steps 
and McKechnie was walking along there with us and Hans Lobert, he was the coach. And I told 
McKechnie, I said, “Don’t let that fellow get away.” I said, “He’s a real ballplayer.” I said, “He’s 
a big man and he hits long balls.” He didn’t say nothing. After I got up in the clubhouse I asked 
McKechnie, “Where is he going now to try out?” He said, “He’s going to Yankee Stadium and 
then I think he’s going to Detroit.” And he didn’t say no more. I told him again, I said, “Well, I’ll 
tell you one thing. Don’t let him get away.” 
 
Now he must have just been a kid then, a teenage kid, or nineteen, twenty? 
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WW- Who? 
 
Kluszewski? 
 
WW- He’d finished college.  
 
Oh, he had, I see. 
 
WW- University of Indiana, he finished that year. 
 
OK. 
 
WW- Yeah, I though then, I said, “Oh me. The Yankees will get him.” But he would up in 
Cincinnati, they gave him the best offer. 
 
Well, he played many years. 
 
WW- He played twelve years, didn’t he? 
 
I don’t know. Probably at least that much. 
 
WW- And then he was coaching. 
 
Yeah, he coached for a long while. Well, let me ask you, was his arms as big then as they are 
now?  
 
WW- Yeah. 
 
Remember how they used to…? Well, he cut his sleeves off. He never could wear the uniform 
down to the elbow, like the regular uniform. He cut if off up at the shoulder. 
 
WW- I thought he brought a uniform with him because we didn’t have one up there big enough 
for him. 
 
He would wear a special sweatshirt underneath it because the regular uniform, his arms were 
just too big. They said that if he lost the bat and just hit it with the arm the ball would still go just 
as far as it did with the bat, that’s what people say. 
 
WW- You know the last place I saw where he was? 
 
No. 
 
WW- He was coach with Pittsburgh. That was a year or so ago.  
 
Is that right? I don’t remember. These fellows as coaches move around and in Florida I see them 
and I can’t remember what ballclub they’re with. But he was with Cincinnati as a coach for  a 
good many years. 
 
WW- Around there, because I used to see him. 
 
Well I guess it’s getting about dinner time. And I could sit here and talk all day. 
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WW- I could, too. 
 
Well, may we can continue it at some other time and we’ll send this tape off to Bill Hugo in 
Cincinnati and I think he publishes a newsletter. And I’m going to say right on here that this is 
Woodrow Williams of Pamplin, Virginia. What’s the zip code? So he’ll send you a copy of it. 
 
WW- 23958. 
 
23958. And Bill, I want a copy of that, too. You have my address in the directory and say hello to 
your wife. You know, we have these conventions, SABR conventions every year. This year we had 
it in Chicago. And I can’t get my wife to go but Bill Hugo always takes his wife. And I’m sure she 
has a great time. They’re aren’t too many that take their wives and I’m always glad to see them 
because these pretty women kind of decorate up the hall when we have our meetings. We have a 
lot of fun. We have some great fun. We had, this year, we have old timers and some of them are 
not too well known and those are the kind I like. But we did have a pretty well-known pitcher who 
talked to us this year, Nelson Potter. 
 
WW- Nelson Potter. 
 
Do you remember Nelson? He’s from your era. Best known for pitching with the old St. Louis 
Browns. 
 
WW- St. Louis Browns, yeah. 
 
Well anyway Bill, this is it and good luck with Pete Rose and his club this year. Goodbye. 
----- 
Hold it now, Bill, don’t turn me off right now. I’m back in Florida. This is a week about after I 
made that tape with Woody and I thought perhaps I could add a few things that we didn’t talk 
about. We had a long talk before we started recording this tape and then we talked for a long 
while afterwards. So, let me relay some of those things to you. First of all, Woody was very quick 
to point out to me that the record book that I had with me and the old register from 1945 was 
wrong. Woodrow says that he was born in 1912 and not 1914 as the register states. He’s aware 
of that and he said he told the people in Cincinnati when they got the information and when that 
book first came out that it was wrong and they said, “Well, that’s alright” and Woody laughed 
and he said that they always wanted to try to make their ballplayers younger than they really 
were. So, Woodrow played all his major league career two leagues younger than what he really 
was. He’s 74 now but he’s right about at his playing weight. He doesn’t have an ounce of fat on 
him as you can see by the picture I’m enclosing and sending along with you. Now, as far as his 
ten-game, not ten-game but ten consecutive hits was concerned in 1943, I have looked up and 
found the pitchers off whom he got those hits. And here they are: he got three off Max Lanier and 
one off George Munger in the first game. The next game he got three off Lon Warneke and then 
Wise and Burrows he got one each off. The third game he got his last hit off a man, and I’ll spell 
his name, A-T-N-Y-Z-E-W-S-K-I for the Cubs. The Reds won all three games. Bucky Walters 
pitching the first one, Elmer Riddle the second one, and Johnny Vander Meer the third one. And 
that leads me to another point. A sore spot in my discussion with a lot of people is they’ll always 
say Wartime Ballplayers. Well, this was during the wartime and this was when the younger fans 
now talk about wartime baseball. But here were Lanier, Warneke, Wise, Vander Meer, Riddle, 
and Walters all pitching. Now let me name some of the other players who appeared in those 
games. I have them right here, just a moment. The ten hits was over a three game period, the first 
game being played against the Cardinals and then next two against the Cubs. Now here are some 
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of the opposing players, for St. Louis. There was Kline, Harry Walker, Stan Musial, Ken O’Dea, 
Danny Litweiler, Debs Garms, Marty Marion, Whitey Kurowski, Johnny Hopp, and Walker 
Cooper. That doesn’t sound like wartime ballplayers to me. Now in the Chicago games, here are 
some of the players that appeared in their lineup. Stan Hack, Eddie Stanky, Phil Cavaretta, Bill 
Nicholson, Goodman, Lowrey, that’s Peanuts Lowrey, Lou Novikoff, and Claude Passeau pitched 
in that game, too. He didn’t start the game but he did relieve. Now for Cincinnati, and I’m sure 
that you know who was playing then but let me just, for the benefit of someone else who might 
listen to this tape, Dane Clay, Gee Walker, Eric Tipton, Eddie Miller, Mueller was the catcher, 
Crabtree, and uh Lonnie Frey played in one. He hasn’t left the team yet. He and Williams were 
both in the lineup and Williams playing third base on the third game, the one in which he got his 
tenth hit. Now, let’s just say a few things about Woody since he retired from baseball. He came 
back to his little home town of Pamplin, that’s P-A-M-P-L-I-N Virginia and if you just write to 
Woody Williams, Pamplin, Virginia, that’s all you’ll need and he’ll get it because there are only 
about 200 people in the town and everybody knows everybody else and most of them are related 
to each other so that’s the type of situation that exists there. He ran a little independent grocery 
store with his brother for many years, probably 30 years, up until the time that he retired. He 
retired from the grocery store, oh maybe four or five years ago and since then he just has a 
garden, he works a pretty good-sized garden every year, he does a little bit of hunting and just a 
little bit of golf but generally he takes it easy and walks around town and talks to some of the old 
timers about bygone days. Often, he gets letters and cards asking for his autograph. The 
Dodgers, surprisingly enough, communicate with him regularly. They send him all of their yearly 
books and anything that a former Dodger might be interested in. He only played 20 games with 
the Dodger, but his heart is with Cincinnati. He is able to get the Cincinnati games on radio 
where he lives, so he listens to Joe Nuxhall and Marty Brenneman on radio and he gets a big kick 
out of that. He coached Little League for a good many years. I don’t think he’s done it for the last 
two or three years and he appears at some old timers games in and around Virginia. I’ve always 
been trying to get him to come down here to Florida in the spring and go to some spring training 
games but he’s pretty hard to pry loose. But, I’m going to really extend a lot of effort come next 
summer and get him to go with me to the SABR meeting at Washington. And that’s not really very 
far. It’s just a few hours drive from where Woody lives and I hope to be able to get him up there 
and I’ll take him up there as my guest and when you contact him and send him and copy of your 
newsletter, if you would prod him on a little bit and tell him what he’s missing and ask him to 
come along, that guy Ren Speer that sits under his tree and talks baseball with him so much. 
Now, as for this tape, I would like to have it back. Keep it just as long as you want to, Bill. Use it 
as much as you want to and make a copy of it, but eventually I would like to have it back even if 
it’s next year in Washington when you see me. I say these things and every once in a while I like 
to get them out and play them.  
 
    
-Transcribed by J. Thomas Hetrick, November, 2006. 


