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     Then, in the spring of 
1878, the Maddens got 
serious about realizing 
their baseball ambitions 
and formally organized 
themselves as a club. As 
reported in the New York 
Clipper of April 13, 
1878:  

 
“The ‘Nine Brother’s 

Nine’ composed of the 
Madden brothers of 

Marlboro [sic], Mass., 
have organized for their 
first season … Their uni-
form is to be gray pants 
and cap, white shirt, red 
stockings and belt. Joe 

(Continued on page 2) 

A Band of Brothers: The Madden Nine of 

1878                       by Dr. Woody Eckard 

T 
he Brooklyn 
19th Century 
Baseball Inter-
disciplinary 
Symposium will 

be the fifth in our City/
Region-specific series of 
such conferences (NYC, 
Philadelphia, Cleveland 
and Minneapolis have all 
taken place since 2014).  
The Brooklyn Symposium 

is scheduled to take place 
via Zoom, Saturday, No-
vember 13, 2021 from 
11:45a.m. ET to 5:40p.m. 
ET, with a Sunday, No-
vember 14th optional pre-
recorded video tour of His-
toric Brooklyn Baseball 
sites (approximately 90 
minutes) starting at 
12:30p.m. ET The tour will 
be narrated by Event Coor-

dinator, Tom Gilbert 
who will also have an 
interactive Q & A period 
to follow. One registra-
tion ($15) covers both 
days. 
     The main program on 
Saturday includes a Wel-
coming Address by our 
esteemed member, John 
Thorn, MLB’s official 

(Continued on page 6) 

I 
n 1878 the nine 
Madden brothers of 
Marlborough MA 
formed their own 

baseball team. They 
competed against various 
amateur, semi-
professional and profes-
sional teams from mid-
April through the end of 
June, leaving a paper 
trail of game results and 
other related reports in 
contemporary newspa-
pers. This article summa-
rizes their career. 
     The story begins in 
July of 1877 with a brief 
news report in the Pitts-
field (MA) Sun that 

“nine brothers in this 
State … who are base 
ballists … challenge any 
other nine brothers in the 
world to a game.” Appar-
ently the challenge went 
unanswered, as there are 
no reports of any Madden 
brothers game during 
1877. While issuing the 
challenge to the whole 
world certainly cast a 
wide net, imposing the 
condition that a respond-
ing team must also con-
sist of nine brothers was 
perhaps a bit too restric-
tive. Be that as it may, 
it’s clear that something 
was brewing. 

Co-Chairs’ Corner           by Peter Mancuso 
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A Band of Brothers (cont.) 

Roberts will manage the nine.” 
 
     Roberts was presumably paid 
for his efforts. News reports did 
not mention the Nine’s status on 
the continuum from purely ama-
teur to all-salaried professionals, 
but one suspects a “cooperative” 

arrangement, i.e., splitting the 
team’s share of gate receipts 
among themselves. As described 
below, at least one of the brothers 
had some professional ball play-

(Continued from page 1) ing experience and may have led 
the formation. 
     The obvious novelty of an all-
brothers team quickly found na-
tional notoriety, and some skep-
tics. A segment of the “Questions 
Answered” feature of the April 
21, 1878, Chicago Tribune sports 
section reads as follows: 

“Are the nine Maddens who 
are playing ball real broth-
ers or only brothers for ex-
hibition? … Answer – The 
papers down that way say 

that they are the genuine ar-
ticle.” [Italics in original] 

 
     The specific corroborat-
ing papers were not men-
tioned. 
     So, who were the Maddens? 
The accompanying team photo 
(Figure 1, from the Marlborough 

Historical Society) shows them in 
their uniforms. While the photo 
label indicates that the Madden 
Brothers also played in 1879, I 

(Continued on page 3) 

Figure 1, “The Madden Brothers 

Courtesy of Marlborough Historical Society 
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could find no evidence of that. If 
you look closely, you can see the 
initials M and B on their chests. 
Also, there appears to be a family 
resemblance, beyond the mustach-
es. 
     While the photo does not pro-
vide individual identification, we 
know their names from published 
box scores (see below). In alphabet-
ical order, the brothers are Andy, 
Bernie, Billy, Frank, Jim, Joe, John, 
Patsy (Patrick) and Tom. Census 
documents indicate they were first 
generation Irish-Americans, with 
both parents born in Ireland and 
likely Potato Famine immigrants.  
     Several individual identifica-
tions could be made from 1870 and/
or 1880 Census forms, aided by a 
newspaper report that mentioned 
two of the brothers worked in a 
shoe factory. Thus, 1878 ages could 
be determined for Tom (33), Patsy 
(30), Andy (23), Joe (22), Bernie 
(18) and the manager Roberts (31), 
who lived next door to Tom and 
Patsy in 1870 (per the Census 
form).  
     No Census household could be 
found in either 1870 or 1880 listing 
all nine brothers as members. There 
were in fact three or four Madden 
households of Irish immigrants in 
1870 and 1880, living in Marlbor-
ough MA with shoe-related occupa-
tions, and having males of match-
ing names and in the right age 
range. It is likely they all were re-
lated, as “first-mover” immigrants 
were often followed by relatives. 
This raises the perhaps remote pos-
sibility that one or two of the Mad-
dens may have been cousins. 
     The next question is how did the 
Madden Brothers Nine perform on 
the field? The short answer is: not 
so good. The accompanying table 
(Figure 2) summarizes game results 

(Continued from page 2) obtained by a perusal of various 
newspapers available at newspa-
pers.com, plus the New York Clip-
per (a weekly) available online 

from the University of Illinois 
Library. The Clipper billed itself 
as “The Oldest American Sport-
ing and Theatrical Journal”, with 
extensive baseball coverage in 
each issue during the season. 
     The Maddens’ overall record 
was five wins and 16 losses, in-
cluding three forfeit losses, alt-
hough a few games may have 
been missed or gone unreported 
in the press. Their season began 
on April 11, 1878, and they pro-
ceeded to lose their first six 
games, certainly an inauspicious 
start. One snarky comment pub-
lished in the Clipper on April 27, 
after their first five consecutive 
losses, reads as follows: 

“Beyond the novelty of 
seeing nine brothers occu-
pying all the positions of a 

baseball field, there appears 
to be nothing in the Mad-
den Brothers’ nine to at-

tract special attention, judg-
ing from the defeats they 
have sustained since they 

took the field …” 
 

     However, they then rebound-
ed, winning four of their next six 
starts. Alas, the success was not 
to continue. Eight of the last nine 
games were losses, three by for-
feit.  
     Most of their losses were one-
sided. In total, the Maddens were 
outscored 176 to 101. Three early 
games were against the profes-
sional Lowell, Worcester, and 
Live Oak clubs, all members of 
the International Association that 
included most of the best profes-
sional teams outside of the Na-
tional League. The Brothers lost 
all three by a combined score of 
40 to 2. Scheduling three Interna-
tional teams to start their first 

(Continued on page 4) 

A Band of Brothers (cont.) 

Date Runs 
W
L Opponent Runs 

11-
Apr 6 L 

Picked 
Nine 8 

16-
Apr 0 L Lowell 24 
17-
Apr 1 L 

Worces-
ter 9 

19-
Apr 6 L Hudson 7 
20-
Apr 3 L Lawrence 15 
29-
Apr 1 L Live Oak 7 
2-

May 5 W Hudson 1 

11-
May 8 L Natick 11 

14-
May 9 L Hudson 10 

16-
May 7 W Star 4 

18-
May 16 W 

Mount 
Hollis 1 

24-
May 13 W Star 9 

27-
May 5 L Hudson 23 

28-
May 3 L Holyoke 24 

1-
Jun ? L Monitor ? 

3-
Jun 

for-
feit L Meriden   

6-
Jun 

for-
feit L 

New Ha-
ven   

8-
Jun 4 L Westboro 12 
15-
Jun 11 W Resolute 2 
28-
Jun 3 L Clinton 9 

29-
Jun 

for-
feit L Clinton   

Figure 2. 
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season suggests that some hubris 
was at work. Three other losses 
were by a combined score of 61 to 
11. The Hudson club they defeated 
once in four attempts was, at the 
least, a semi-professional outfit. 
However, the other three clubs they 
defeated were most likely amateur, 
although this could not be ascer-
tained with certainty. Note that the 
twice-beaten Star Club was not the 
well-known Syracuse Stars of the 
International Association. 
     A telling incident occurred when 
the Maddens publicly challenged 

(Continued from page 3) the Hudsons, from the neighbor-
ing town of that name, to a re-
match following their 10-9 loss 
on May 14. As reported in the 
Boston Globe of May 22: 

“The Marlboro barbers, 
thinking that the Hudson 
barbers shaved them too 
close at baseball … have 

challenged the Hudsonites 
to play for $25 per side. 

The game will be played on 
the Maddens’ ground, 

Marlboro, next Monday 
afternoon [May 27].” 

 

     The result was a 23 to 
5 trouncing that no doubt 
was very embarrassing 
for the brothers, and 
again suggests overconfi-
dence. Insult was added 
to injury when on the 
next day Holyoke beat 
them by an almost identi-
cal score. 
     The Madden Brothers swan 
song began shortly thereafter in 
the month of June. They lost 
three of four games played, and 
also incurred forfeit losses by 

(Continued on page 5) 

Figure 3. 

Box Score of Madden Brothers Victory on May 2, 1878  
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A Band of Brothers (cont.) 

failing to show up for three other 
scheduled games. Four of these 
seven scheduled games, two losses 
and two forfeits, were in the first 
eight days of June. The next game 
was a week later on the 15th, their 
last victory. Then their last two 
scheduled games were fully two 
weeks later on the 28th and 29th, the 
first a loss to the professional Clin-
tons and the second a no-show for-
feit to the same team. The increas-
ing intervals between scheduled 
games suggests a “phasing out”. 
Perhaps during June the lads gradu-
ally realized, as they were repeat-
edly unable to convert their self-
confidence into victories, that base-
ball was not likely to be a remuner-
ative occupation. 
     The Madden’s season apparent-
ly ended at that point. However, 
there was no formal  announcement 
that the club had “disbanded,” as 
often occurred with the frequent 
team failures during that period. 
Nevertheless, no other games were 
reported over the remainder of the 
season and no other mention of the 
team could be found. A check of 
the 1879 season also revealed no 
mention of the Madden Brothers 
Nine; i.e., they apparently were a 
one-and-done affair. 
     Another question of interest is 
the overall team offensive and de-
fensive performance and the “stats” 
and roles of the individual Madden 
brothers. Our search yielded box 
scores for six games against six 
different opponents. Five of these 
occurred over a span of less than 
three weeks at the beginning of the 
season, before the media apparently 
lost interest. This non-random sam-
ple is one-third of all their played 
games. The example box score 
shown (Figure 3) is the only one 

(Continued from page 4) for a Madden victory. The Mad-
dens outscored the Hudsons 5 to 
1 on May 2, although they lost to 
the same club on three other oc-
casions. Note that Andy Madden 
was suffering from a “lame an-
kle” that day and was replaced in 
the lineup by the outsider Burke 
(another Irish name). His use as a 
substitute suggests no other 
brothers were waiting in the 
wings. 
     The performance data in the 
box scores of 1878 usually were 
limited to runs, hits, and errors. 
Over the six games the Maddens 
averaged only 2.8 runs and 3.5 
hits per game, compared to their 
opponents’ averages of 10.0 and 
13.0, respectively. The Maddens 
committed twice as many errors 
per game, averaging 11.0 com-
pared to their opponents 5.5. In 
sum, the Brothers Nine was both 
significantly out-hit and out-
fielded. 
     The field positions occupied 
by the brothers were fairly stable. 
Five positions were each covered 
by one brother only: pitcher 
(John), catcher (Frank), second 
base (Patsy), third base (Joe) and 
left field (Andy … except for the 
lame ankle game). Also, Tom 
played center field in five of the 
six games and Jim was at first 
base in four of the six. Shortstop 
and right field were by commit-
tee. 
     Regarding batting order, the 
number one, two, and three slots 
were occupied in every game by 
Frank, Patsy, and John, respec-
tively, except for the initial game. 
But otherwise the order varied. 
The main consistencies were that 
Jim and Joe were middle-of-the-
order guys, while Andy, Bernie, 
and Tom were generally in the 

seven, eight or nine holes. 
     Bernie led the team in hits 
with six, followed by Patsy with 
four. Billy was hitless in the six 
games. Oddly, leadoff hitter 
Frank had only one hit, while 
hit-leader Bernie batted toward 
the end of the lineup. Perhaps 
Bernie, at 18, was the “baby” of 
the family. Jim led the team in 
runs with five and Frank was 
second with four, apparently 
getting on base via errors 
(walks were rare). 
The Madden Brothers Club was 
done by the end of June, which 
raises the possibility that indi-
vidual Maddens switched to 
other teams before the season’s 
end. Box scores from the Clip-
per indicate that a Madden 
played on the nearby Hudson 
and Natick clubs in July and 
August of 1878. While these are 
likely one (or two) of the broth-
ers, we cannot be certain as the 
box scores did not report first 
names or initials. A similar 
search for 1879 found no re-
ports of Maddens on a team. 
However, there is evidence of at 
least two Maddens playing or-
ganized ball in 1877 and earlier. 
A box score from the Clipper of 
August 25, 1877, reports the 
result of a game between the 
Marlboro (sic) Club (not the 
Maddens) and the Hudsons. The 
accompanying text states: 
“Allen of the Hudsons 
played in [sic] last year's 
Stars of Syracuse, N. Y. 
and was formerly one of 
the old Fairmount nine of 
Marlborough, who from 
1865 to 1870 were count-
ed one of the best clubs of 
that State. … The Madden 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Band of Brothers (cont.) 

mentioned [in the box score 
as a Marlboro] is a brother 
of J. Madden of last year's 
Stars, who was likewise an 
old Fairmounter.” 
Both the Madden of the Marl-
boros and the J. Madden of the 
Stars and Fairmounts no doubt 
belong to our Madden Brothers 
team. This was the only mention 
in the Clipper of either the Marl-
boro Club or a Madden playing 

(Continued from page 5) It’s remarkable that the Maddens 
were able to pull it off. That alone 
qualifies as a success, even if you 
can’t apply that label to their on-
field performance. One hopes that 
during those unique three months 
in the spring and summer of 1878 
the lads managed to have some 
fun, despite their ups and downs 
and probable disappointments. I 
suspect in later years, looking 
back on the experience, they were 
all glad they did it. 

ball in 1877.  
None of the Madden brothers 
played major league ball before, 
during or after 1878, per Base-
ball-Reference.com. Also, none 
of the brothers (or possible 
brothers) in either the 1870 or 
1880 Census identified their oc-
cupation as a baseball player. 
Has there ever been another 
baseball team comprised entirely 
of brothers? It seems highly un-
likely, but one can never be sure. 

Co-Chairs’ Corner (cont.) 

historian; a Keynote Address by 
Cornell Professor and Brooklyn 
native and resident, Dr. Thomas 
J. Campanella, author of 
“Brooklyn: The Once and Fu-
ture City” (Peter’s review of that 
book was sent to all Committee 
members a few weeks ago);  a 
Panel Discussion moderated by 
Ralph Carhart and four Re-
search Presentations interspersed 
throughout.  Please, see pages 10-
12 of this newsletter for details 
and to register. 
 

The 19cBB Speakers Series, 
Season II (September 2021 
through May 2022) has already 
been launched a few weeks ago, 
on September 14th with Bruce 
Allardice presenting.  The Speak-
ers Series will continue this 
month on Tuesday, October 12th 
with Michael Haupert’s presen-
tation, “William Hulbert and the 
Birth of the Business of Base-
ball.” 
     This monthly program, sched-
uled via Zoom at 8:00p.m. ET on 
the second Tuesday of every 

(Continued from page 1) month, September through May, 
is an innovation of Co-Chair 
Bob Bailey and has proven to be 
very popular.  You will find in 
this newsletter further details on 
the 19thcBB Speakers Series, 
including the schedule for the 
remainder of the year, names of 
presenters and the titles for their 
Research Presentations, each of 
which lasts approximately 45 
minutes and, they are all free. 
 
2022 Frederick Ivor-Campbell 
19th Century Base Ball Confer-
ence is schedule to take place at 
the Hall of Fame in Cooper-
stown, Friday and Saturday, 
April 29 & 30, 2022.  The Con-
ference’s use at the HOF and all 
of its off-site food events have 
been reserved with the appropri-
ate parties. Registration for the 
2022 Fred will begin in early 
January 2022.  
 
Back in July we issued a Call 
for Abstracts for Research 
Presentations, 200-400 words 
with title and contact infor-
mation for what would be a 20-
25 minute presentation.  The 

deadline for Abstracts for the 
2022 Fred is October 31, 2021 
so anyone wishing to submit an 
Abstract has about thirty days 
from the release of this newsletter 
to email the Abstract to Peter 
Mancuso, email:  
peterplus4@earthlink.net with 
juror results coming around 
Thanksgiving. 
 
Last year (April 2021) we were 
forced to hold the already once 
postponed 2020 Fred Conference 
via Zoom Meetings.  Although 
we have arranged for a live Con-
ference, this pandemic could 
again force us to a Zoom Meeting 
format.  Submitting an Abstract 
will not lock you into having to 
present in Cooperstown or on 
Zoom, that decision lies ahead.   
 
Best regards, Bob and Peter 

mailto:peterplus4@earthlink.net
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C 
ommittee Member 
Shannon Gordon sent 
along the item to the 
right. It is a clip from 
the Der Deutsche Cor-

respondent. This is a German-
language newspaper from Balti-
more.  
     Shannon notes, “Today I 
found a tiny tidbit.  In the Balti-
more paper, Der Deutsche Cor-
respondent, they reported very 
frequently about baseball.  On 
April 19th, 1888, they reported 
the score from opening day.  
The Baltimore team beat the 
Athletic (sic) 5 to 4.  But the 
paper reported that the Philadel-
phia catcher was Zenn.  Poor 
Frank Zinn, apparently played 
only 2 games in the American 
Association, and they couldn't 
even spell his name right. “ 
     Shannon is engaged in a pro-
ject to gather foreign-language 
reports of baseball games in the 
United States. He is currently 
reading source material from 
various digitized newspaper 
websites. 
     If any of our readers have 
collected anything along these 
lines you can contact Shannon at 
kabosha@hotmail.com  

Translation: “Baseball. - Yesterday, the games for the champi-

onship of the American Association began, and our home 

team won the first game with 5 points against 4 points in 

Philadelphia.  The St. Louis Club also started well, as they did-

n't allow their opponent a single point.  The scores of the 

eight American Association clubs are as follows:  [The line 

scores follow. The translation of the passage below the first 

game line score is] : “Ferguson, neutral party, Kilroy, Pitcher 

and Trott, Catcher for Baltimore. Seward, Pitcher and Zenn 

[Zinn], Catcher for Philadelphia.  

 

Baseball in the US German Press        by Shannon Gordon 

Current Logo of the 

German Baseball Associ-

ation (Deutsche Baseball 

und Softball Verband) 
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-Marjorie Adams, 19th Century Com-

mittee member and friend to all folks 

interested in the development of the 

game died July 7, 2021 in Branford, 

Con-

necticut. Marjorie was the great-

granddaughter of Knickerbocker 

player Daniel “Doc” Adams. Marjorie 

was a frequent attendee of the Fred 

and made several presentations relat-

ing to Doc Adams. She was a tireless 

advocate for Adams’ inclusion in the 

Baseball Hall of Fame. Adams fell 

two votes short in 2015 and Marjorie 

was hopeful of his election this year. 

A full obituary can be found at 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/20/

sports/baseball/marjorie-adams-

dead.html. 

-In July the 19th Century Grave 

Marker Committee placed a stone on 

the final resting place of Luis “Jud” 

Castro, whose 19th century minor 

league career led to his major league 

promotion to the 1902 Philadelphia 

A’s. 

     Castro was the first native of Co-

lumbia to make a major league ros-

ter.  

     The placing of the stone took place 

at Mount St. Mary Cemetery in Flush-

ing, NY. See Nineteenth Century Notes 

Summer 2021 edition for additional 

information. 

 

-Craig Brown, head honcho at 
Threads of Our Game sends along 
new information on the 1899 uni-
forms of the Boston National 
League Club. 
     Craig notes, “the all-black uni-
form was one of baseball’s more 
intriguing fashion statements. The 
trend started big in New York on 
July 28, 1888, when the Giants took 
the field in “stunning suits of coal.” 
The look spread quickly west-
ward—to the Alleghenies, to the 
Plains, and to California—but even-
tually the fad would fade. Enter the 
1899 Bostons and manager Frank 
Selee, who decked out his team this 
year in an all-black road uniform 
augmented by scarlet stripes on the 
caps and socks. It seems there are 
no pictures of Boston’s men in 
black, so please allow “Threads” to 
bring this long lost uniform out 
from the shadows of time.” 
    You can see an illustration of this 
new find at : 
https://www.threadsofourgame.com
/1899-boston/ 
 
-Tired of material about modern 
baseball of the 1890s? Well, take a 
look at the newly issued edition of 
Baseball Origins Newsletter 
(September 2021). Articles on new-

speprer criticism of the game in 
the 1850s and 1860s joins arti-
cles on the Massachusetts game, 
food at early ball games, and a 
look at trying to establish a 
sporting definition of baseball. 
The Newsletter can be seen at 
the Origins Committee page on 
the SABR website. 
 
-Food at the ballpark is also on 
the mind of committee member 
Don Jensen. Don is working on a 
project endorsed by the SABR 
Publications Board to expand on 
his research into the life of Con-
cessionaire Harry Stevens. If you 
might be interested in contrib-
uting to this effort you can reach 
Don at: 
donald.jensen8@gmail.com. 
 
-Now for something unexpected. 
Believe it or not we have open 
space in the first Newsletter of 
2022 for articles. I know, I know, 
who would have thought such a 
thing was possible, but indeed it 
is. So attach that bit of research 
you have sitting on your hard 
drive to an e-mail and send it to: 
bobbailey@cox.net. 

News & Notes 

 



PAGE  9 NINETEENTH CENTURY NOTES 

Nineteenth Century Speakers Series Events 

S 
eason Two of the Nine-
teenth Century Speakers 
Series kicked-off on Sep-
tember 14 with Bruce Al-

lardice presenting an informative 
and entertaining talk on Baseball in 
the Wild West. As with all previous 
Speakers Series presentation a re-
cording of the presentation and a 
copy of the slides presented is post-
ed to the Nineteenth Century’s page 
on the SABR website (see: 
https://sabr.org/19th-century-
baseball-speaker-series/). 

All Speakers Series Event are 
scheduled for the second Tuesday 
of each month through May. They 
start at 8:00 PM Eastern Time. 
Zoom links are sent out to Nine-
teenth Committee Members on the 
morning of the presentation. For 
others not affiliated with our com-
mittee you can register for the free 
event at the webpage referenced 
above. Click the 2021-22 Presenta-
tions button and then click to regis-
ter for the event. 

Upcoming Presentations: 

October 12, 2021 at 8:00PM via 
Zoom. Michael Haupert presents 
William Hulbert and the Birth of 
the Business of Baseball. The talk 
will trace Hulbert’s desire to run 
baseball according to fundamental 
business principles but also discuss-
es the development of tactics that 
make baseball also a cartel. 
Haupert’s research has also uncov-
ered contemporary documents that 
flesh-out Hulbert’s actual role in 
creating the National League. 

November 9, 2021 at 8:00PM via 
Zoom. Larry Phillips presents 
Early Baseball in Cincinnati. The 
presentation examines the earliest 
ball club in Cincinnati playing the 

New York game. The Cincinnati 
Base Ball Club dates to 1858 and 
played at East Walnut Hills. Phil-
lips tracks down who the players 
were, including members of 
“crack Eastern Clubs” as well as 
the location of their playing 
grounds. 

December 14, 2021 at 8:00PM 
via Zoom. Rob Bauer presents 
The End of the American Asso-
ciation. The American Associa-
tion provided the strongest com-
petition to the National League in 
the 19th century. The Association 
lasted until 1892 and Bauer will 
present items relating to the As-
sociations weaknesses at that 
time and the inevitable consolida-
tion with the National League. 

January 11, 2022 at 8:00PM via 
Zoom. Alan Cohen presents 
“Never On a Sunday: Base-
ball’s Battles With the Blue 
Laws.” With the founding of the 
American Association in 1882 
the issue of major league baseball 
being played on Sunday rose rap-
idly as an issue facing owners. 
This talk will examine the evolu-
tion of opposition and enforce-
ment of local Blue Laws relating 
to baseball. Cohen will relate sto-
ries and reports of arrests, fines, 
and efforts to evade the Blue 
Laws from their 19th century be-
ginnings to Philadelphia’s ac-
ceptance of Sunday games in 
1934. 

February 8, 2022 at 8:00PM via 
Zoom. Monica Nucciarone pre-
sents Alexander Cartwright’s 
Life and Baseball Legacy. The 
author of  Alexander Cartwright: 
The Life Behind the Baseball 
Legend looks at Cartwright’s life, 
“full of adventure and intrigue,” 

to present her research to correct 
misinformation that has become 
“common knowledge” about his 
life and contributions to baseball. 
The story travels from New York 
City to royal intrigue in Honolu-
lu. 

March 8, 2022 at 8:00PM via 
Zoom. Dennis Thiessen presents 
“Tip O’Neill.” The author of 
“Tip O’Neill and the St. Louis 
Browns of 1887 discusses the 
career of Tip O’Neill beyond his 
1887 batting mark of .492. Thies-
sen presents a fuller picture of 
this key players on the team that 
won three consecutive pennants. 
He will also compare how the 
mild mannered O’Neill fit in with 
the “no-holds-barred” tactics of 
his teammates. 

April 12, 2022 at 8:00PM via 
Zoom. Terry Bohn presents 
“Baseball in the Black Hills.” 
Bohn examines baseball in South 
Dakota in the 1860s and 1870s. 
From town teams organized in 
the territory in the 1860s to mili-
tary clubs that includes the ill-
fated 3rd Calvary destined to 
meet deafest at Little Big Horn. 

May 10, 2022 at 8:00PM via 
Zoom. Eric Frost presents “Art 
Irwin.” Art Irwin’s baseball ca-
reer included player, manager, 
scout, Minor League owner and 
on of the most disliked man in 
the game. Described by Dan 
Leavitt as “one of the slimier 
man in baseball,” and by Waite 
Hoyt as, “probably the most dis-
gusting man [he] ever knew.” 
Frost will tell the tale of this po-
larizing figure who spent 40 
years in the game and died as a 
bigamist with families in Boston 
and New York City. 



Brooklyn 19
th

 Century Baseball Interdisciplinary 
Symposium to Feature Professor Thomas J Cam-

panella of Cornell University, Author of “Brooklyn: 
The Once and Future City” and John Thorn, 

MLB’s Official Historian 
We are most pleased and excited to have Dr. Thomas J. Campanella, Associate Professor of 
Urban Studies and City Planning at Cornell University and Historian-in-Residence of the New 
York City Parks Department give our Keynote Interdisciplinary Address and, to have our own, 
distinguished member, John Thorn, the Official Historian of Major League Baseball provide 
the Welcoming Address at our virtual 2021 Brooklyn 19th Century Baseball Interdisciplinary 
Symposium. 

Professor Campanella is the author of several books: Republic of Shade; The Concrete Drag-
on; and most significant to this symposium, Brooklyn: The Once and Future City, which is 
“An unprecedented history of Brooklyn, told through its places, buildings, and the people who 
made them, from the early seventeenth century to today.”  This year’s 19th century city-
specific symposium’s coordinator, Tom Gilbert, having read Professor Campanella’s book is 
delighted to have him speak about Brooklyn’s mid-19th century development and environment 
and how it may have interfaced with our growing National Pastime. 

John Thorn, who will speak early in the day’s schedule, will do what he has so effectively 
done at three of our last four symposiums with his Welcoming remarks; that is, to put us on the 
right track to take in all of what is to follow.  Thorn is hardly new to the origins of the “New 
York Game” having authored the highly regarded, Baseball in the Garden of Eden: The Se-
cret History of the Early Game.  He might be the first to tell us of Brooklyn’s indelible mark 
on baseball as we know it. 

“Was Brooklyn the Actual Birthplace of Baseball?” (Which is the title for our Symposium’s 
afternoon Panel Discussion) just a rhetorical or trick question?  Don’t try to answer that, how-
ever, until you have had the opportunity to hear and pondered all that will be presented on Sat-
urday, November 13th from 11:45am to 5:45pm Eastern Time.  Then, come back on-line 
the following day, Sunday, November 14th at 12:30pm ET for a virtual 60-90 pre recorded 
video tour of Brooklyn’s historic baseball places, with producer and host, Tom Gilbert.  

There are Thorn’s Welcoming remarks and Professor Campanella’s Keynote Address; our Pan-
el Discussion featuring David Dyte, Tom Gilbert and Bill Ryczek; and four Research Presenta-
tions by: Ralph Carthart, Brian Sheehy, Tom Gilbert and Justin McKinney.   

All combined the 2021 Brooklyn 19th Century Baseball Interdisciplinary Symposium the fifth 

in our city-specific series, should be a day of learning and fun, and through the meeting’s chat 

button, an opportunity to exchange questions and comments among both presenters and sym-

posium attendees.  Please, see the following pages for the Program & Schedule, Further De-

tails and How to Register for this virtual symposium and tour.  You must pre-register. 



Program & Schedule 

2021 Brooklyn 19th Century Baseball  

Interdisciplinary Symposium 

Saturday, November 14, 2021 via SABR 

Zoom Meeting 
 

Saturday, November 13, 2021, 11:45am ET (10:45 CT, 9:45 

MT, 8:45PT) 

 

11:45 – 1200  – Login 

12:00 – 12:10 – Welcome, Peter Mancuso, Bob Bailey & Tom Gilbert 

12:10- 12:40  – Research Presentation, Ralph Carhart – “A Perfect Marriage (19th centu-
ry Brooklyn  Baseball and Newspapers) 

12:40 – 1:20   – Welcoming Address, John Thorn 

1:20 – 1: 30   –  Pause & Break 

1:30 – 2:00    –  Research Presentation, Brian Sheehy – “When Brooklyn Showed Bos-
ton How to Play: The 1860s Tours of Brooklyn and Boston” 

2:00 – 2:30    – Research Presentation, Tom Gilbert – “The First Baseball Fans” 

2:30 – 3:00    – Pause and Break for Lunch, on own 

3:00 – 3:40    – Keynote Address: Dr. Thomas J. Campanella, Prof. of History, Cornell, 
University; author of, “Brooklyn: The Once and Future City”    

3:40 – 3:50  –  Pause & Break 

3:50 – 4:50  –  Panel Discussion, “Was Brooklyn the Actual Birthplace of Baseball”:  
Moderator, Ralph Carhart;  Panelists: David Dyte, Tom Gilbert and Bill Ryczek. 

4:50 – 5:00  –  Pause & Break 

5:00 – 5:30  –  Research Presentation, Justine McKinney – “The Original Bums: Track-
ing Down the Atlantics of 1875” 

5:30 – 5: 40  – Closing Comments 
Sunday, Nov. 14th, 12:30pm- 2:pm ET (11:30am, CT;  10:30am, MT; 9:30am,PT) Vir-
tual Zoom Tour of Historic Brooklyn Baseball Places 



How to Register for the 2021 

 Brooklyn Virtual 19cBB  

Interdisciplinary Symposium 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To receive the Zoom Meeting Links on your email for both the Saturday, November 13th 
(main symposium program) and the Sunday, November 14th (ninety-minute virtual historic 
tour) for yourself and up to three additional guests be prepared to supply the name, address, 
telephone number and, most importantly, a Zoom Meeting compatible email address for 
yourself and each additional person you wish to register. Registration closes Thursday, Nov. 
11th, midnight local time. 
 
 
Also have your VISA, MC or Discover Card information available.  The Registration Fee is 
$15.00 per person.  This is a flat fee for both Saturday’s and Sunday’s events (there is no in-
dividual daily fee).  The Link to Zoom Meeting for the Brooklyn Symposium will be emailed 
to you on Friday, November 12, 2021. 
 
 
Hope you will join in.  When you are ready to register, go to the following link: 
https://profile.sabr.org/events/register.aspx?id=1528947 

Tom Campanella is an urbanist and 

historian with a keen interest in 

landscape, place and the built envi-

ronment. He splits his time be-

tween the Brooklyn neighborhood 

where he grew up and Ithaca, NY, 

where he is a professor at Cornell 

University and director of the Ur-

ban and Regional Studies Program. 

Campanella also currently serves as 

Historian-in-Residence of the NYC 

Parks Department.  

John Thorn is the Official Historian 

of Major League Baseball. He is the 

author of books on baseball includ-

ing Baseball in the Garden of Eden, 

The Hidden Game of Baseball, 

along with producing the various 

volumes of Total Baseball. John is a 

long-time SABR member and co-

founder of the Nineteenth Centu-

ry Baseball Committee. He re-

ceived SABR’s Bob Davids Award 

in 2006. 

https://profile.sabr.org/events/register.aspx?id=1528947

