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THE MONTH 

IN 19cBB 
 

Members of the Origins 
Committee used the 19cBB 
yahoogroup with refresh-
ing frequency during the 
Hot Stove League month 
of February. 

 
SOURCES 

 
Measuring Mass Text 
Digitization Quality 
and Usefulness 

 
Christopher Green posted 
a 2009 study on the accu-
racy of Optical Character 
Recognition quality in his-
torical newspapers which 
indicated that the tech-
nique's usefulness remains 
limited. George Thompson 
noted that in his exper-
ience OCR was even less 
reliable than the study had 
indicated. Deb Shatner 
and Richard Hershberger 
agreed that OCR was a 
pain but pointed out its 
usefulness, and that it was 
irreplaceable. 

 
RESEARCH PROGRESS 

 
Metro List Table 

Under the heading "Metro 
List Table", Craig Waff 
summarized the state of 
his epic effort to list all 
antebellum New York rules 
clubs and games. His most 
urgent need (besides time) 
is for individuals with ac-
cess to sources in the var-

ious locations where the 
game was played who will 
send him information. 
John Zinn noted that he 
has begun accessing New 
Jersey papers not pre-
viously scanned. 
 

BLOGOSPHERE 
 

Inventing Baseball: 
Three Games in 
October 1845 

John Thorn's essay posted 
on his MLBlogs Network 
blog "Our Game" on Feb-
ruary 11 examined three 
October 1845 games to 
identify the first match be-
tween rivals clubs played 
under the Knickerbocker 
Rules of September 1845. 
John followed this up by 
posting one of the primary 
sources, the 1887 William  
Wheaton interview, on the 
following day, February 12. 
 

George Wright 
Remembers 

 
In additional postings to 
"Our Game", on February 
20th and 22nd, John 
reprinted an 1888 inter-
view with George Wright, 
in which early uniforms 
and bats are described in 
detail. 

 
INQUIRIES 

 
James Fisher 

John Thorn inquired about 
one of the players noted in 
Peverelly as a prominent 
member of the group who 

played at Madison Square 
in 1842-43. 

 
The Elusive 20 Games 
In a Games Tabulation 
update, Craig Waff listed 
the 20 games listed in 
Peverelly or in Wright for 
which a corroborating ac-
count has not been found. 
the fll in the period 1855 - 
1859. John Zinn sent in-
formation on two involving 
New Jersey teams. Craig 
noted that Peverelly has 
been shown to have a 
number of errors; Richard 
Hershberger posted his 
thoughts on possible reas-
ons. 

 
Grounds near Reed's 
Hotel in East New 

York 
Craig Waff asked for the 
exact location of a site sug-
gested as a ball ground in 
1860. David Dyte confirm-
ed that it was indeed a 30-
acre military parade site 
that was called the Howard 
Grounds. 

 
DISCOVERIES 

 
bat and ball in an 1845 

painting 
George Thompson posted 
three links to images of an 
1845 painting which shows 
bats and balls. 

 
"ten base ball players 
for one cricketer"- 

1859 
Richard Hershberger sent 
a New York Sun item 
about a meeting of cricket 



clubs where it was observ-
ed that there were ten base 
ball players for every play-
er of cricket in the city, and 
noted that this was at a 
time when they two sports 
have been assumed to be 
comparable in popularity. 
Bob Tholkes thought the 
estimate might have 
included all kinds and 
levels of play. 

 
baseball in Santa 

Barbara, California, 
in 1847 

Following up on a Proto-
ball Chronology item, John 
Thorn add further refer-
ences to U. S. soldiers from 
the New York City area en-
tertaining (or not) the 
locals with exhibitions of 
the (U. S.) national pas-
time. 

 
another early colored 

club 
Continuing his fruitful sur-
vey of the New York State 
newspapers available at 
fultonhistory.com, Richard 
Hershberg sent a note 
mentioning an 1858 game 
played between two color-
ed teams on Long Island, 
one of which, the Hunter 
BBC  Flushing, was prev-
iously unknown to him. 

 
playing rules of the 

Rough and Ready Club 
of Batavia, NY 

Richard Hershberger sent 
an 1858 set of rules, seem-
ingly a hybrid of New York 
rules and other versions. 
David Dyte, John Thorn, 
Bob Tholkes, and Richard 
added comments on their 
peculiarities and signifi-
cance. 
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TOM 

ALTHERR'S 

NOTEBOOK 
 

SAMUEL PEPYS NOTES 
TRAP BALL PLAY IN 1668 

 
One of my students, John 
Wilcox, tracked down a re-
ference to trap ball in 
1668. The indefatigable 
diarist of Restoration Eng-
land, Samuel Pepys, dis-
cussed some trap ball play 
in his entry for May 8th of 
that year. Referring to the 
playwright Sir Robert Ho-
ward, Pepys repeated a 
summation by the Duke of 
York about his political 
enemy Howard's skill at 
the game: "The Duke of 
York himself [said] that of 
his <playing at> trap ball 
is true,...."  A recent play 
had claimed that Howard 
was so "eminent" in trap 
ball play that he had sug-
gested playing for a 
£5,000 bet. [Samuel 
Pepys] The Diary of Sam-
uel Pepys, Volume IX 
1668-9. Robert Latham 
and William Matthews, 
eds. (London: HarperCol-
lins Publishers, 1995), p. 
191  The words "playing at" 
in between angle paren-
theses was Pepys' inser-
tion. 

 
PROHIBITION ON BALL 

PLAY AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH 

CAROLINA IN 1838 
 

The 1838 ordinances for 
students at the University 
of North Carolina included 
in its "Collegiate Duties 
and Restrictions" this ban 
on ball play: "29. There 
shall be no ball playing in 
or among the College 

buildings or against the 
walls.  All athletic diver-
sions must be kept at a dis-
tance, so as to prevent 
damage to the buildings 
and interruption to study."  
Obviously this would have 
ruled out handball-type 
games such as fives, but 
the ambiguity of the pro-
nouns "among" and "a-
gainst" admit the possi-
bility the university was 
also prohibiting baseball-
type games.  This ordi-
nance is interesting in that 
besides repeating the 
standard collegiate objec-
tion to breakage of build-
ings, it is one of the few to 
echo Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow's well-known 
plea at Bowdoin College in 
1824 that he could not 
concentrate on studies be-
cause everywhere there 
was "Ball, ball. ball." Acts 
of the General Assembly 
and the Ordinances of the 
Trustees, for the Organi-
zation and Government of 
the University of North-
Carolina (Raleigh, North 
Carolina: The Raleigh Reg-
ister, 1838), p. 14 

 
STOOLBALL IN 

COLONIAL MARYLAND? 
 

Baseball historians are 
very familiar with the 
account of stoolball play in 
Plymouth, Massachusetts 
in 1621, but other refer-
ences to the game in colo-
nial America have been 
scarce.  Historian Lorena 
S. Walsh, in her disser-
tation on political and 
social life in Charles Coun-
ty, in south-central Mary-
land, 1658-1705, stated 
that the population gath-
ered "during evenings, 
Saturday afternoons, and 
often Sundays as well" for 
"more organized recrea-



tions." Among these was 
"stool ball," which she 
likened to cricket. She 
supplied no other details, 
and I have had no chance 
to consult the original 
sources, which she cited as 
""Charles County Court 
[records], K#1, f. 320; Y#1, 
f. 243; A#2, f. 251; B#2, f. 
35; Testamentary Proceed-
ings 8: 363-73." (Perhaps 
someone from our 
Maryland contingent can 
check into these records?) 
Lorena Seebach Walsh, 
"Charles County, Maryland 
1658-1705: A Study  of 
Chesapeake Social and Po-
litical Structure," unpub. 
Ph.D. dissertation, Michi-
gan State University, 1977, 
p. 300 

 
TRAP BALL AT A NORTH 
CAROLINA ACADEMY, 

1848 
 

Students at Stokes County 
Academy in northwestern 
North Carolina must have 
been playing trap ball, 
because the academy rules 
of 1848 punished a student 
"For Throwing Any Thing 
Harder than your trap 
ball" with four lashes. 
"Rules of Stokes County 
Academy, 1848" reprinted 
in Hugh Talmage Lefler, 
ed., North Carolina His-
tory Told by Contempo-
raries (Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina: University of 
North Carolina Press, 1965 
[1934]), pp. 172-173 

 
BALL PLAY IN 

NORTHEAST GEORGIA 
IN THE LATE 1830s AND 

EARLY 1840s 
 

Growing up in Jackson 
County, Georgia in the 
1830s and 1840s, future 
lawyer Hiram Bell recalled 
that football had not in-

vaded his area, but they 
had a variety of games at 
his "old-field" school. 
These included the base-
ball-type games of cat and 
town-ball. Bell also men-
tioned "base," but he most 
likely referred to prisoner's 
base, because he admitted 
that some of the boys were 
letting certain girls catch 
them in that game. Hiram 
Parks Bell, Men and 
Things, Being Reminis-
cent, Biographical and 
Historical (Atlanta: Foote 
& Davies Company, 1907, 
pp. 21 and 23. 
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Send comments, ques-
tions, and other corre-
spondence for Origin-
als  to the editor, Bob 
Tholkes, using e-mail 
rjtholkes @gmail .com  
 

 

2012 VINTAGE  

BASE BALL 

ASSOCIATION 

MEETING 
 

Ed Achorn, Tom Sheiber, 
David Nemec, Andrew 
Schiff, and Bob Tholkes 
are all engaged to speak at 
the 2012 Vintage Base Ball 
Association annual meet-
ing at Bethpage, New York, 
on Saturday, March 31. 
The convention organizer 
is fellow Origins Commit-
tee member Eric Miklich. 
See http: //www. vbba.org 
for convention informa-
tion. 
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150 YEARS 

AGO 
 
from the pages of the New 

York Clipper 
 
March 29, 1862, p. 396 
 
In reviewing "THE PLAY-
ING RULES OF THE 
GAME," Henry Chadwick 
voiced a complaint often-
heard in the years before 
called balls and strikes. 
 
How often do we see the 
striker-- the moment his 
predecessor has made his 
first base-- stand still at 
the home base and await 
the moment when the 
player on the first base can 
avail himself of the first 
failure of the pitcher and 
catcher to hold the ball 
while pegging it backward 
and forward to each other. 
Some catchers-- chiefly 
among boys however-- 
actually stand to the right 
of the home base pur-
posely for this style of 
game, and even when the 
pitcher and catcher are 
inclined to do their duty, 
the batsman is not, and the 
latter is frequently allowed 
to stop the progress and 
interest of the game, by his 
refusal to strike at good 
balls, under the plea that 
they do not suit him, when 
it is apparent to all that he 
simply wants to allow his 
partner to get to the sec-
ond base. In every respect 
it is preferable to play the 
game manfully and with-
out resorting to any such 
trickery as this-- for it is 
not otherwise-- which not 
only tires the spectator, 
but detracts from the mer-
its of the game itself. 


