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Rozema: OK. That was good, that was quick. It’s the thought -– just what you gotta do. He’s a 
good guy, a good friend of mine, does a lot of fantasy camps, things like that. I’m sure you guys 
have a lot of fond memories of him, too, so--. Like I say, I’m up here, born and raised in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, so to me, when I was a youngster, I was actually a Mayo Smith fan! 
(laughter). I mean, we were not, let me see, back in the, you know, 8, 9, 10, I still remember 
those days, the Tiger days, Norm Cash, you know, Al Kaline and all the good guys. Joe Schultz 
and Mayo Smith. All the ’68 guys always tell stories about, you know, how they used to say, 
“You see Mayo Smith, and the coaches, on the end of the bench.” (laughter) ’Cause you 
remember, in those days, they had the twilight [sic] doubleheaders. I remember my dad said, 
“We’re going to go to that game because you can see two games for the price of one,” and the 
next thing you know, you come home to Grand Rapids about four in the morning. And I can 
vouch. If you’re 7 years old, and a doubleheader, it’s hard to take a nap. So I think I’m funny. 

But, like I say, I was born and raised in Grand Rapids. Always been a Tiger fan. My, my, my 
dreams as young man must probably be like everybody in this room, is to be to -- want to play 
for the Tigers. And like I say, if you know kids out there, even the ones where you know dreams 
come true, because I’m a living –- up here, and feeling it. Because I wanted to play for the Tigers
just like everybody else did. And the next thing you know, going through high school and all 
these other baseball leagues. A scout comes up from the Tigers going, “You know what? We’re 
gonna draft you.” I go, “Baseball, right? Not the war!” (laughter) He goes, “Baseball, son.” I go, 
you know what? I had a few opportunities for college but I just figured I wanted to play baseball,
and that’s all I wanted to do. And the next thing you know, I’m go spring training, and um, Jim 
Leyland was my first coach. And it’s kind of ironic. A lot of different guys, you know, in your 
life, as far as managers and different people you meet. Like right now, he’s doing, he’s doing a 
good job (laughs),’06, he did a great job. They’ll get better during the year, but we’ll talk about 
that in a little bit. 

I go to spring training. I went there with a fastball and I had a curveball, and John Grodzicki –- I 
talked to somebody over there, John Grodzicki used to play for the St. Louis Cardinals, he said, 
“You know, son?” Every time he used to talk, as a matter of fact he looked like this guy right 
here with no teeth. (laughter), because he had a few missing. We used to call him Silver Teeth. 
So he said, (imitating Grodzicki) “We need to teach you a change-up.” Oh! He’s spittin’ on me. 
(laughter) But you couldn’t say that to him because he was a coach. So I go, “OK, how do you 
throw the change-up?” He goes, “Oh, I change it all up.” So he was chewing, chewing, always 
chewing back in those days, always chewing. But anyway, he knew how to throw a great 
change-up. And, so he spent some time with me about, about, in about two weeks, two weeks I 
had the change-up down pat, where it took my career to the, to the major leagues. 



And so, like I say to young kids, you’ve got to have a couple of pitches: a curveball, a fastball. 
Usually a fastball that goes in through the plate, throw strikes with it. A curveball that comes in 
this way, and an off-speed pitch. As once as I had that off-speed pitch, Leyland looked and he 
goes, “Aw, man, I want the tall, skinny-head kid, with long hair, white shoes, yellow glove.” I 
wasn’t a real big Tiger fan because I grew up with –- I was a big Tiger fan; but my teams were 
the Oakland Athletics. So back in those days when you had the yellow glove, the white shoes, 
and you had to grow your hair a little bit longer, to fit like the Oakland Athletics. So he goes, 
“Oh, I’ll take that kid, because he’s got a pretty good changeup and we’ll see what we can do.” 

So, my career started in Clinton, Iowa, as a batting practice pitcher, and you know, serious 
things. My other buddy came from Albion, and he was my roommate. And one day he could not 
find the strike zone. He walked, walk, walk, walk, walk. Leyland goes, “Can you throw strikes?”
I go, “Yeah!” Took him out of the game, put me in, we won the game, I held ’em there, we 
scored a lot of runs, won it. And my roommate was released. I go, oh, man! So we didn’t have 
too many beers when we got home that night. Because he was a little bit ticked off. But that’s the
way she goes. 

My following year I went to Double-A Montgomery. That’s where Les Moss was my manager 
there. He was like a very devoted, ah, he knew a lot about baseball, and that’s where our team, I 
think one of the main teams that, I think, developed a lot of our ballplayers. [Alan] Trammell 
was our shortstop, Lance [Parrish] was my catcher, Jack Morris, Tommy Brookens, Steve Kemp,
so we had a nucleus -– Lou Whitaker -– and we actually won the World Series in Double-A back
then, back in 1976. So we had a very good team back then, so you could see the young kids, 
young guys, myself and all the other guys I just mentioned, coming on through, developing. So 
you know we had some pretty good talent. So that’s where kind of it began, way back then, with 
Les Moss.

And then the following year, Detroit was going through a movement and the movement was, you
know, when Mark Fidrych -– bless his soul, too. I’ll tell you what. As you get older, man, it gets 
tough, don’t it? Gosh! So bless his soul, too. I mean, he had a great rookie year. And you know, 
Detroit said, “You know, we’re going to start with some youth. We’re going to start bringing 
these young players up. Pitchers, and the next thing you know? So the next year, they brought 
some guys up, like myself, Jack Morris, Tram, Lou, Kirk, Lance and so. That’s where our team 
kind of began, right there. You know, we, as they say, you have to have a -– we weren’t like 
veterans yet, we were young kids, having fun, didn’t really know how to play the game of 
baseball. But we had talent. We, so as the years went on, seventy-seven, -eight, -nine, -ten, 
Eighty-ones, twos, and threes, the next thing you know? The older ballplayers were getting older,
Boston –- all the good teams -– Baltimore, they were losing their players as age, and then youth, 
because you know? You can’t beat youth. Kirk, Kirk, when he came back -– Gibson, Kirk 
Gibson, my brother-in-law –- now one knew, I think it’s a trivia question -– so I got that. 
Anyway, when he was a youngster, you know, we’re like, we’re fast, and you can play every 
day, and you were healthy, and your arms bounce back, and when he came back, he was with 
Pittsburgh like in 1995, so he’s been in the league for about 15 years. He’s goes, “You know 



what? I can’t play every day, because my legs –- my legs, they can’t handle it. You can’t play 
me.” So, with the Tigers back then, in the early eighties, we had youth. And so the other teams 
were a little bit older. So like, so like, It was me running against you. You’re going to have the 
young kid run against me. He’s going to beat me and I’m going to beat you.

So as I was saying, the youth program came in. We were a good team, we’re fast, we had good 
defense, good strong arms. We jelled with a couple of other players as far as Willie Hernandez 
and Darrell Evans. And it kind of made our team solid, and we were almost bulletproof that year.
We came out of the gate, and just beat some butt that year. Remember that year? We beat some 
butt, and we started here. We had confidence, we had, like I say, speed, defense, good pitching, 
and that’s what it takes to be a champion team, I think, and I think of right now, over there, 
we’ve got some great arms. We’ve got a good bullpen. We have a little bit of youth. We’ve got 
some older guys that are very, very, um, I think that we have to have them to win: [Carlos] 
Guillen, [Magglio] Ordonez. When those guys come back to fit in with [Victor] Martinez and 
[Miguel] Cabrera, and (unintelligible) when the nucleus of that team gets in, we’re going to take 
off, and hopefully these guys are going to come back soon we’re going to bring our team back 
up.

But like I say, it’s just nice to be here and everything. A great lunch. We’re going to take some 
questions and answers, or stories or anything. Just mention them out. We’ll get up here and have 
some fun. So anybody got a question out there?

Q: Tell us about Sparky.

Rozema: Um, Sparky you know me and him butted heads quite a bit (laughter). Because when 
you think about it, you know being 23 or 22, 23, 24 years old, you know, you think you can do 
just anything you want. But I guess not. When Sparky came in, I’d seen this a lot of times, no 
you can’t! You know, I mean, but Sparky, he told me as how to be a, you know, it’s not -– a 
team is a team. You play as a team. It’s not about this individual stuff, you know what I mean? 
Like a lot of guys will be happy going home 3-for-4, but you lose 3-to-2, like you did last night. 
You might be happy because you had a good day, but you know what? You lost. That’s about a 
team. It’s about how you play together. Sparky looked me some days and he goes, “You know, 
young man?” You know, I used to go out, I had some problems (chuckles). Like all of us. We all 
have, all have, all have issues. But I mean, he looked at me and he said, “You know what? You 
owe it to your team, you ow it to the fellows on that team. So that day you pitch, you give 100 
percent, and the night when you go home, you go home. No stops! You go home!” “No, Sparky! 
I can quit screwin’ that way!” “No, you can’t!” So get your ass to bed give 100 percent, give 150
percent every time you go out there.”

So he taught as far as, um, he really was a player’s management (sic). He knew how to handle 
the press very well. And that’s where a lot of times players might –- you might have a bad game, 
“I don’t want to talk to you guys.” But you have to, it’s your duty. And Sparky usually handled a
lot of that for us. I mean, he kind of like, “Come here, come on, press. Come into my room. Let 



the ballplayers sit for a little bit.” Because a lot of times in our days they would come in five 
minutes after the game was over, because they wanted to get you fresh, and want to get you 
when you’re pissed off, because you might say something you might not like, and they got it on 
camera. And that’s everything’s. “Oh great. OH, God!” When they see it and play it to you guys,
and you may think, “Oh, he’s not a very nice guy!” No, he just got me at a very bad moment. 
’Cause My mom used to say, “Honey!” “Mom! I get kinda mad some days.” “Well, you’ve got 
to watch yourself.” “Right, Motherrrrr!” So kind of handled it for us, you know, with the press, 
and he kind of taught us how to be men. Like the band, Boyz II Men, we had talent, we knew it, 
but we didn’t know what to do with it. And you know, and once we figured that out, and he 
directed us, and he put the pieces of the puzzle together. He was a master at that. Plus I used to 
watch him with the Big Red Machine.

And I remember the day when Les Moss was fired. And Milt (Wilcox) woke me up; we lived in 
the Lemon Tree Apartments in Belleville. And Milt come down the road, he goes, (imitates 
Wilcox throughout) “Hey! Guess what!” I said, “What?” He says, “We got a new manager.” I 
said, “Good. And he goes, “No it’s not.” I go, “What do you mean?” He says, “It’s Sparky 
Anderson. And you better get yourself together. Or you’ll be out of here!” (laughter). “Really?” 
“Oh, yeah, he won’t put up with your crap.” So, but he was good. 

A couple of Sparky stories. A lot of times, you know, you’d come in, drive in from home, or 
from the apartment, coming in to the ballpark, and sometimes, you know, you’d have to be on 
the field at four o’clock. Well, you know, it’s three forty-five, “Oh, my God! I’ve got to get in 
there!” So you throw your uniform on real quick. Four-oh-one. Boom. “Fifty bucks, Mr. 
Rozema.” “Gol-dang!” He’ll get you every day. So sometimes, you know, here I go again. Man, 
it’s, 3:50. So whenever I used to walk into the dugout he‘d be right there with his bat. I’d run 
around in the outfield and come in. (imitates Anderson) “Where’s that Rozema at?” “Hey, who 
you lookin’ for, old man?” “Where’ you been?” “I’ve been out there the whole time doing sit-
ups!” (laughter) ”I’m gonna get you!” The next day he’ll go over there and I’ll come over here, 
come over by the foul balls, so. It was kinda fun. He just kinda taught me the values of life, and 
what you do with your life, how to be a man, how to be a good winner. Anybody can be a 
winner, or, you know, a winner, but it’s good to be, it’s really hard to be a good loser. And that’s 
important, because there’s lots of times when you) (snarls) “get away from me”. But you know, I
didn’t do very good, or I pitched my best, and I couldn’t do it that day. So he was a great man. I 
loved him. I think I got to know him a little bit better as was older, at his golf outings and 
everything like that. He seemed like, he talked to me more than a manager or a dad to his kid 
versus a manager to his player. I really love him for that. He was a good man, number 10 -– 
number 11. Ten, eleven. Whoops! Sorry, Sparky. Yes.

David Raglin: You made it to the Tigers in ’77 after pitching in Montgomery. What was it like 
when you were told you were going to be in the big leagues? How did that -- how did you make 
the team that year?



Rozema: Well, uh, first of all, my minor league credentials were very good. Let’s see if I can 
remember. Ha! 27-9 with a 1.8 (ERA). About nine shutouts. I’m going, “OK, that was pretty 
good.” Because a lot of times, I wonder, as a player, you see so many kids come up, they’re 4-10
with a 5.00 ERA and they’re going, “He’s got a great arm.” But does he know how to pitch? 
That’s the thing. Does he know how to pitch? ‘Cause you learn to pitch in the minor leagues 
through coaches and different things, and you figure out some things yourself. And you don’t 
want to go here and try to learn how to pitch in the big leagues. You want to try to learn to pitch 
in the minor leagues. And then you can develop your skills up here.

But, you know, Ralph Houk, he was my manager back then, Uh, another trivia question right 
there. Oh, boom, there’s two of them. Whoops, number 19, right there! (laughter) I was getting’ 
heavy to go in! You know what, he said, “You know, Mark Fidrych, he led the way, but he 
wasn’t in very good shape. We were losin’, what, I think we lost a hundred games in ’75, not 
very well in ’76 except for Fidrych, you know, just, you know, older guys comin’ in, not doin’ 
the job. So Ralph Houk looked at me and he said, “You know what? You, you pitch good down 
here in spring training, you’re on the big-league team.” So I was like, I still lived at Fetzer Hall, 
you know the guys, there was 200 guys staying there, and you’re invited to spring training, so 
it’s like, OK, I wonder when I’m going to start pitching, in relief or something like that. And he 
goes, ‘You’re starting in three days.” “WHUP!?!? What?” You know, against Minnesota. 
Minnesota had Rod Carew, [Larry] Hisle, Butch Wynegar, they had a very good team. So Milt 
May was my catcher, and I remember this, it was like it was yesterday, and how long ago was it?
About how long -- 35 years? Wow! I remember like it was yesterday. I got my start and I 
remember I had bases loaded, and I had 3-0 count on Butch Wynegar. He’s an All-Star. Milt 
Wilcox, er, Milt May comes out and he says, “I want you to start throwing that change-up behind
the count.” I go, “Three and oh?” He goes, “Yeah. What do you think he’s lookin’ for?” He goes,
“Be confident and throw it for a strike. He’s going to swing at it.” So all of a sudden, foom, I 
throw him a change-up. Foom! Strike! He was kinda like, “What was that? Who throws a 3-and-
0 change-up? I threw another one and he swung, I threw another one and he swung. I struck him 
out. I’m going.

And all of a sudden, the coaches are in the dugout and he goes, “Whoa. Is that what you’re going
to start doin?” And I go, “Yeah, I feel confident that I can do that.” I had a curveball, a good 
sinking fastball, a changeup, and I could throw ’em all for strikes. And next you know I pitched 
against the White Sox, did good, Philadelphia, did good, Cincinnati when they had the Big Red 
Machine, three times, got ’em all three times, or pretty close, like two and two. Two-and-two. 
Ralph Houk goes, ‘You made the team.” I mean it was like a little celebration at Fetzer Hall. I 
was going, “Wow, when do I start to eat some hotel food?” (laughter) I wanted to stay at the 
hotel. We had to stay at the Holiday Inn. You know, the Holiday Inn down near us. So there was 
a lot of fun, I was very excited, and I was probably more excited when I was called up to Tiger 
Stadium, we flew up north got your apartment up, and then Opening Day is when it really hit me.
Cause I had my grandma, my grandpa -– both sides -– and my dad and my mom and my brothers
and sisters. And when they called number 19 on the field, and I ran out -– I’m cryin’ now -- but I
mean it was a really fond memory to see everybody out there and just, “Wooo! Oh, my gosh. 



You made it.” My mom says, “You made it!” So it was all good. So it was a pretty exciting time 
in my life. Anybody else? Yes,

Q: In ’84, when you got off to that fantastic start, how many -- how far was it into the season, 
how early was it when you thought this was a special team, this could be a World Series team. 
When did you start?

Rozema: Well, I think sometimes, well, I guess of all people you all would know in ’83 we 
finished one game out of first place. [It was six games.] You know, back in those days you had to
have that best record. So Baltimore beat us by one game. And we beat Baltimore 9 out of 13, 14 
times that year. So they didn’t want to play us. And we were good. We just missed a couple 
pieces of the puzzle right there. Maybe like a Willie [Hernandez]. So we said, you know, we 
looked at it and said, “Man, we almost got that.” I mean, man you never know. It was the Eastern
Division. You got the Yankees, you got Boston, you got Baltimore, Milwaukee, you got, well, 
Cleveland was pretty bad and Toronto was speed, youth, remember that youth? (laughs_ They 
got an up-and-coming team. And we’re going, “You never know when we might get our 
chance.” When we left spring training, we’d been in spring training, I think we had about 16-
and-5 in spring training, And the next thing you know, we start off the chute 11-0, 19-and-2, 35-
and-5, we just said, OK, boys, look in the mirror. Let’s don’t blow this. Let’s go hard every day, 
like it’s even. You know, like a mix of veterans. Boom! Let’s go play ’em hard. I don’t care if 
we’re 10 games up. Because next thing you know, if you lose five games in a row and they win 
five games in a row, that lead goes wip! It goes right down. I mean fast. I mean, you could lose 
five games in a week. In the standings. So, there’s always these great –- like in September, well, 
I guess we didn’t (laughs). So I didn’t mean all that. In ’08 [really 2009] we were in first place 
and then just, (makes balloon deflation sound), That hurts a lot. I mean, it hurts your team, it 
hurts you as a player, and it hurts like the momentum going in, because you can’t stop thinking 
about it all, all off-season. It’s November and you go in thinking, “Man, we blew that!” 
December: “Man, we blew that!” Pretty soon, it’s Valentine’s Day and it’s back to spring 
training. And you going to start over and hope you don’t make mistakes. Are my answers too 
long? (No?!) Man! OK. Yeah.

Todd Miller: What was your favorite ballpark to pitch in?

Rozema: Um, you know what, though? My favorite ballpark would have to be Tiger Stadium. 
Uh, just because we had the ground crew throw an extra couple bags of dirt in front, and we kept 
a lawn that high. We had sinkerball pitchers, and they asked us, “How do you want the field?” 
You know, “Well, we’d like to have that grass a little high and put some dirt in front of it.” And 
they did it. And the mound was, it wasn’t as steep as some other stadiums. Like New York. I feel
like I was like, I’m going, “Man! If I fall back, I’m going to fall over and kill myself.” Because it
feels like as soon as you stepped off, you were down. You know, in Tiger Stadium, it was more 
rounded. So, plus, you know what? I liked 440 [feet to dead center]. I can give up a lot of balls 
435. I mean, you go whack!, and you go, “That can’t hurt me.” You got Ron LeFlore, or Chet 
Lemon, boop! “Thank you!” Now if they pull it to the sides and it goes like this, you go, 



(whispers) “That’s not good.” (laughter). Pitchers know that look: Ptttz! I remember one, the last 
day in ’83, Cecil Cooper was up, 3-and-2, last game of the year, top of the ninth, and I’m going, 
“I’m going to get him, I’m going to throw a strike right by him.” Whoom. Whack! Oh, that’s a 
big one. Right over the roof. I went “Wow!” The fans go “A-HAAAAHHH!” (laughter). You 
walked around and everybody in the dugout when “Wow. You threw that hard! Usually, you 
have to throw hard for them to hit it that far. He was a pretty good hitter. He kind of owned me.

Our team, ’84, we just had a good, we had the number-one pitching staff three years in a row. 82,
’3 and ’4. You add a couple pieces to the puzzle and we just took off. Plus it was Sparky there, 
giving us his words of wisdom all the time, ’cause he’d been there. And we never have, and next 
thing you know, we just got to September and we clinched it. You prepared yourself for the 
playoffs, took Kansas City down, because they had a good team. But we played ’em better at our
stadium better versus theirs, ’cause they had the Astroturf. Run fast, and they know how to hit in 
that ballpark. And then the World Series? We got ’em there, too. Yes, yes.

Barb Mantegani: ‘Who was the hardest guy to get out for you? Who was the guy who when he 
walked to the plate was on you?

Rozema: Remember I mentioned that home run over the stadium? Him! No, Cecil Cooper, he 
was a, for some reason, he had that really open kind of stance up here, he was an off-speed hitter,
sinker ball hitter, and hit the ball the other way if he wanted to. And if you threw inside, he’ll 
jack you –- a home run, jack means a home run -– “you know how to pitch?” I was lookin’ at the
guy in the on-deck circle and I was going, “I could just walk him and get to him,” but Gorman 
Thomas’d hit 50 home runs every year, too, and you’re going, “Aughhh!” but he was a tough out
for me. 

I actually was pretty successful against these, you know, the Rod Carews, and you know what? I 
think a lot of hitters are mistake hitters, and if you don’t make mistakes you kinda keep in your 
little zone –- I had pretty good control in my little area -– I actually got him out pretty good. 
Reggie Jackson, he hit his home runs off me, but I usually got him out. Big swingers. George 
Brett. “That guy should be pitching right now. He’s pretty good.” Jerry Quiddick (sp). Jerry’s 
eyeballing me back there. (laughs) Next one? Yes.

Q: Did you have something to do with Tommy John, that episode?

Rozema: Um, you mean surgery?

Q; Yeah.

Rozema: No, no. Never been operated on. Oh. Maybe my knee. 

Q: No, no. I mean, didn’t he – didn’t you get into a fight with Tommy John? 



Todd Miller: It was Dick McAuliffe. Dick McAuliffe. Dick McAuliffe

Rozema: Oh, no, no, no. Yeah, that was Dick McAuliffe. No, but I got into a fight with Dave 
Winfield. I go for the big boys (laughter). I mean Tommy John’s just a little pitcher. Bam, I want
the big guy. You know, I mean 6-7, 260, I want that guy. It was a little crazy I’d already gotten 
into a couple of fights out there. I mean, back in my day, it’s like they hit you, I’m going to hit 
them. And Sparky never had to tell me, my team never had to tell me. I mean, and so I generated 
a few fights. But that’s protection on your team. Now they’ve taken that away from you. For 
some of these guys it’s just –- ahh, it just kinda gets me a little bit because they get in there and 
they dig in, and they dig in, and they’ve got the pads, the pads, and then they just squint for 
everything. You’re just going (makes a look) and, you know what I mean? I believe if somebody
tries to show you up like that, there’s disrespecting you, and as a pitcher you have to have your 
confidence, and if somebody’s in there who thinks he just owns you, well, guess what? They’re 
going to go to first base with a bruise. In their rib cage. That’s just the way it was. And then you, 
they might -- they used to pick on Tram all the time. Pick on Trammell, hit him. OK! Carlton 
Fisk. ’Cause you usually hit somebody equivalent to ya guy on our team. I mean, if they hit Tom 
Brookens, I mean, I love you, Tommy, but he wasn’t our main, you know, he wasn’t our main 
guy. Tram, Lou, Lance, Kirk, so if you hit one of those guys, you know what I mean, we’re 
going to hit one of your best four. You hit down the batting order, we’ll pick on somebody when 
it’s good timing. You never really want to hit somebody when it’s one-nothing, 2-to-1, you have 
a guy on, on -- bases loaded, of course, so you pick your times out. You know, I usually got to 
pitch about six innings, and if it’s 4 to 1, and I know Sparky’s going to come to get me, whap! 
Hit somebody, get out of the ballpark, They’re looking for him: “Where’d he go?” The next one. 
Anybody else? Yes, sir.

Q: A quick question on the game. If you watch these games and you see somebody get hit and 
you don’t know why. Is that a mistake or is it always payback for something that happened at a 
prior time?

Rozema: You know what, though? It’s, um, you know what? It’s usually, um, by accident, but 
there is times where, hey, grudge matches, I’ll tell you what was really freaky when I played in 
Detroit. Remember Al Cowens? Hey, remember Al? Bless his soul. Geez! There’s another one. 
He passed away about five years ago. But, I mean, when he played for Kansas City, Ed Farmer 
hit him, hit Frank White in the face, or hit Al Cowens in the face and broke Frank White’s arm, 
so he’s playing for our team. This happened two years ago, hits a ground ball to shortstop, runs 
to the pitcher and smacks him in the face. I go, “What’s that from?” Because that time, that’s the 
only chance he ever had to do that. I’m thinking, so here we are fightin’, going, “Dude? I mean, 
what’d he do to you?” We didn’t know. But that’s what happened. And then you get times where
when I hurt my leg. You know, my karate kick back in the day. Chet Lemon played for the 
Chicago White Sox. Pete Redfern played for Minnesota. Bless HIS soul. Man! It’s crazy up here.
You know, they have a hitting match from Minnesota and Chicago. We get Chet. Next thing you 
know, Pete hits him when he’s a Tiger, Boom! Big fight. We’re going, “What’s going on here?” 
So we retaliate and hit them, another fight. And then, 11th inning, we hit them again, or they hit 



us, another fight, and that’s when my little karate kick went snap. Ouch! That was a bad night 
May 14th, 11:30 Friday night. Man, I remember that well. We got a victory, though. Got a 
victory. Gibby hit a home run for me. Anybody else? Yes.

Q: Did you ever get any chance to bat?

Rozema: In spring training. That’s the only time. And I squared around to bunt and the ball hit 
me right in the chest. (laughter) That hurt! I went to bunt and it went boop-boop. I thought “Man!
What was that?” I got in the on-deck circle one time. Against Oakland. Took the DH out. We 
were winning, like 15 to 3. Mark Wagner, he was pitching. And Johnny Grubb’s up and it’s 
three-and-oh. I’m going, “I’M GONNA GET YOU!” I got the bats waving up and down, and 
getting ready to hit. Johnny Grubb, he’s up there. Foom, swings. Three and one. “C’mon, Chap 
Tail!” Knuckleball in the dirt, swings. Strike two. I go, “Hey! Let the ball go! It’s a ball!” Foom, 
strike three, another knuckleball in the dirt. Johnny Chap Tail comes back and he says, 
(imitating) “Rozey?” He goes, “I make my money on RBIs. You make your money on wins? I 
may my money on RBIs! I go, OK. Because I’m trying to take him deep! Or Chap one, Same 
thing, four RBIs. Yes.

David Raglin: What was it like to pitch to John Wockenfuss? Any good Wockenfuss stories?

Rozema: Uhh, you know what? Johnny B.? I never pitched against him. I played with him.

Raglin: I mean as a batterymate.

Rozema: You know, he had that weird little thing right here, Johnny B.? You know, a great, 
great, catcher. I loved throwing to him. I mean, him or Lance -– I’ll take Lance’s offensive 
power, but I’ll take him as a catcher. ’Cause me, I was more of a sinkerball pitcher, I liked the 
corners and he put the glove down there like this (demonstrates). Lance was like (demonstrates) 
(laughter). His shoulders are this big. I like pitching to a little a little, you know, something down
here so if I miss, I got it, and that’s what Wockenfuss did. You know? Hit the plate, get the ball 
down. “Come on, get it down here, come on, now. come on here. Got it down here,” ‘because he 
figured the hitters out, too. These guys teach you how to pitch. Which is -- a good catcher is 
really -– that’s why catchers are good pitching coaches. ’Cause you see everybody, you gotta 
figure out how they swing, how they hit. You watch the pitchers, what they’re doing, the 
mechanics, and you know, so, hey, we gotta get my catcher over there. No, he’s my pitching 
coach. But so Johnny B., a good guy We did more hunting and fishing that we did actually 
playing together. He loves the outdoors. Anybody else? Yes, ma’am.

Mantegani: I seem to remember watching you pitch one time to Kirk Gibson. Do you remember 
that?

Rozema: Yes I do! (chuckles)



Mantegani: What is just that one time?

Rozema: No, I actually pitched against him in Texas one time. But it was kinda funny because it 
was my first year back, in ’85, and bases were loaded. What’s new? Casey’s at bat! I mean there 
are a lot of fans out there: “Oh, let’s see this one!” I had to turn around because I started 
laughing. He’s gigglin’, but I know he wants to hit the ball so far in the upper deck off me. I’m 
sayin’ to myself, “I know, I know what he wants to try to do, keep the ball down, keep the ball 
down, don’t even look at his face.” You know sometimes, you know, I used to look at people and
what they tried to look at. Like sometimes the hitter will come up, and he’ll look over there, and 
I’m thinkin’, “They’re going to hit the outside fastball.” So I try to go that way. So you throw 
’em inside and they kinda like look down here, and pitch ’em away. The hitters will tell you that.
That’s why pitchers are very smart. (laughter) We figure that stuff out. But, you know, Kirk 
came out there, and like I said, I jinxed him out. Remember the tall grass and the high dirt? He 
hit it, boom, right there to the second baseman, and done. I go, “HEY!” He says, “You’re so 
lucky,” as he runs behind me, that Michigan State blood. “AHEHAHEHAHEH. 
AHEHAHEHAHEH. Gimme that.” The dirt burbed him right up. What’s that?

Mantegani: Were you already brothers-in-law by then?

Rozema: Yes, yes. Matter of fact—

Mantegani: How’s he doing?

Rozema: Let me see. When did we get married? No! Wait a minute. Gee whiz. When was that? 
’85. No, we got married in ’85, December, so no, we were just best friends still. Yes, sir. We 
were just dating our girls. (laughter) Not quite married yet! Anybody else? Yes.

Miller: Yes. Do you think the game is better with or without the DH?

Rozema: Well, as a fan’s perspective, I’d say the game’s better with the DH. It gives you more 
-– first of all, it keeps bigger-name ballplayers around longer. And that’s what we like to see: 
superstars, big guys, what they’re doin’. We like to see home runs. I like one-nothings, two-to-
ones, people like to see the eight-nines, and score four in the bottom of the ninth to have like 10-
to-8 game. So it gives you more offensive power, but when you, like the National League, it’s 
more than the coach, he has to know his pitching staff, and learn how to use that. In games in 
certain situations, you’re pulling pitchers back and forth. So as a manager it’s really tough. I 
think it tough as a manager, an American League manager. You got your DH, get in there, DH 
get in there, get in there, get in there. It’s not that tough to do. Like I say, if it’s me, I’d rather 
pitch against a pitcher. If I would have had 500 more strikeouts, instead of pitching against 
Reggie Jackson or Larry Hisle, or how about this one? Carl Yastrzemski? How about THAT 
name?!? Ha-ha. Man, that was, I mean, you pitched against guys like that, and you’re going, you 
get me or you get them, I’d rather pitch against them. So I made it tougher as a pitcher. Yes.



Mark Pattison: What about Mickey Stanley as a teammate? He must have been one of the guys 
that you idolized because he was from the’68 Tigers, and then here you are in ’77 and ’78, and 
you’re teammates.

Rozema: He’s from Grand Rapids, too, so I heard a lot about him. He went to Ottawa Hills; I 
went to Grand Rapids Central. And I would see him when I was 12 years old, 11 years old, you 
know, Mickey Stanley, Willie Horton, Al Kaline, blah blah blah. That was my team. And Mayo 
Smith’s the manager, heh-heh. You know what I mean. Next thing you know, he’s your 
teammate. So he was there for very good support, kinda of gave you, like, “Watch yourself, It’s 
tough up here. You know what to do on the field; but off-the-field activities is tough. You can 
get into a lot of trouble, real quick, with different people, the organizations, you know, you gotta 
go in, ‘Heh, heh, hey, how you doing? You know, sit down! Sit down-a Rozey! How ya doin’? 
How’s your arm feel today?” “Why” “I think I wanna bet on you tonight.” I mean, you know, 
there’s a lot of different situations that you get in to, you know, girls, you know, parties. So he 
kinda said, “You know, it’s going to be pretty crazy on the road. You gotta stay focused. Eat 
good food. Get your workout, do this. Stay focused because you know it’s a pretty nice life, so 
you can, you can get disturbed real, real fast on the outside.” You know, he was one of those 
guys, kind of like a big brother, kind of like come here, do this, do that, you know, watch this 
guy. You know, kind of like when ’cause, you’re on the bench, watch opposing hitters. Instead 
of going this way: “Hey! Hi! You’re cute!”, “Watch the game.” (laughter) “Hey, how ya doing?”
So watch the game. See what they do. Try to pick up something. That’s what Ernie Harwell, 
Roger Craig and Sparky -- I used to have to walk with those guys every morning. On the road. 
And they’d go, “You know, Rozey?” “Gee, what.” “Sit next to me during a game.” “OK, I will.” 
“Learn something. See what I see in the opposing managers, and the bench, stealing signs.” It’s 
actually an art. It’s pretty cool, and he would go, “What’s this?” And I’m going, “What did you 
see?” Sparky: “Watch this, pitchout.” Foom, foomp, fump, got him. “How’d you see that?” 
“Watch him.” You know? The knee’s on the second step. Or Sparky flippin’ rocks, hand in the 
pocket or something weird, he picks up, “You just sit there watchin’, because they’ll show you 
what they’re doing.” You’re go, you know. But it was pretty cool. As far as Mickey –- actually, 
with John Hiller, too -- so a couple of guys I always idolized, and just good guys, good guys to 
be around with. Yes, Mr. D.

Q: I didn’t know you walked with Ernie. 

Rozema: YES! And he’s a helluva walker, too! “Hey, you old man, slow down!” (laughter)

Q: Can you talk about the times that you walked with him? Did you walk with him often? Was it 
at differen-

Rozema: Well, it was a—Sparky, it was a punishment for me. ‘Cause like I said, I would stray at 
night, and sometimes, you know, you might come home a little bit later, or sometimes Sparky 
didn’t like the way you did thing. Just remember, in your twenties, when you were 22, 23, 24, 
OK. Now, make a little bit of money, and now be a big-league pitcher. It was pretty fun! So you 



kinda do some things that you’re not supposed to do and (imitates Sparky) “Ah, you’re going to 
start walking on the road with me.” So Ernie got up, and Roger got up, and Sparky, every 
morning, six-thirty in the morning, you know?. B-r-r-rr-r-ing. “H’lo? I’m COMing! Don’t yell at 
me. Here we go!” So Ernie is just a philosopher, he just –- I can hardly remember all the 
different things I mean, what a tremendous gentleman. I mean, you know, Actually, I wish I’d 
took in more of the moment. To understand and to be with him more. But like you know, you’re 
say you’re 24 and you think everything’s about fun and everything, instead of listening to a great
man up in the broadcast booth. Just talking, stories and the different things that he’s seen in his 
life, and different guys that he interviewed and talked about just life in general. The different 
things that he -– his stories; the stories, I mean I got goose pimples all over me right now. I mean
his stories are just unbelievable. You guys probably heard all the stories, too, Just from walking I
started speeding up trying to listen more. You know, “What are you doing?” “I kinda like this, 
guys! Do I have to run tonight at practice now?” “Yes.” So yes.

Q: In a particular pitch count, if a catcher calls for a certain pitch--

Rozema: Yep.

Q: --if you’re not on the same page do you go ahead with that pitch, or do you shake him off, or 
what?

Rozema: Well, well, here’s the thing. Here’s my philosophy on that. Who’s throwin’ the ball? 
(laughter). Me. So sometimes you already have something in your mind, what you want to do, 
you gotta know the hitter, the situation -– pull hitter, slap hitter bunter. You know, maybe first 
base is open, maybe you feel confident that you can get him out maybe two weeks ago, or maybe
last year, on a certain pitch -– maybe he don’t remember but I do, since you only pitched every 
five days, and there are certain hitters that can hurt you. Sometimes, you know, you go with it, it 
could be the score, it’s 8 to 1, a home run hitter, fastball, “Mmm, OK,” you know what I mean? 
Vvvvshh! It’s 8 to 2. Or, or now you go, it’s OK if it’s 4 to 2, a guy on first base, you’re going 
“OK,” and he calls a fastball, the wind in Tiger Stadium’s blowing out to left field and you pitch 
him away, throw him a changeup that he’s going to try to pull it, get him on the front foot and 
get a ground ball and maybe get a double play and get out of here. That kinda thing, whatever 
thing you feel is working that day. I mean, a lot of times, you know, like [Justin] Verlander’s no-
hitter, all pitches were working. Some days when you’ve got three pitches and maybe only two 
are working, and he calls the one that’s not. Hopefully a good catcher will pick out which one’s 
working for you and the manager sometimes goes, “Go, go more with your sinker, your sinker’s 
working great today.” And you do, and you go, “Oh, that was pretty good.” But if your sinker’s 
not working, because now it’s flattened out, and now but you’ve got a good changeup, throw 
more changeups, and spot your fastball inside. It’s different game situations and how 
comfortable you feel on your pitches. That’s what you do. But sometimes you, you, you know, 
you’re bonding with each other, a good chemistry and sometimes like I say you’re throwing the 
pitch, you make your decision and you go with it. My decision. Yes, sir.



Norm Young: Did you get concerned about pitch counts the way we do today?

Rozema: Never.

Young: How many did you throw?

Rozema: well, you know what? I usually pitched around -– if I went nine innings, I would 
probably keep it in between 95 and 110 pitches, one time. Because I didn’t walk anybody. I 
mean, I walked, um, one person every seven and two-thirds innings. One guy. But I’d give up 10
hits (laughter). So, so, you know, I’d rather have him earn his way on, than make him get a free 
pass. To me, I always tell kids, I go, “Kids, what’s the best pitch in baseball?” “Fastball!” 
“Curveball!” “Changeup!” I go, “Nope. Strike one.” “What do you mean by that? Strike one?” 
You’re ahead of the hitter. So now, strike two or ball one, but now you got the advantage on him,
so now you can throw this pitch instead of comin’ back with this one. So pitch count, you know, 
[Jack] Morris wasn’t on one. Good manages and pitching coaches can look at you and you’re 
getting a little tired. If it’s like a couple of Sundays ago, if it’s 98 degrees, you’re going (panting 
sounds), “It’s the seventh inning.” (heavily breathing) “Come and get me!” Because, man, you’re
hot out there. Hopefully he can see that. But if it’s, you know, if you’re pitching good and the 
hitters are -– they know what the hitters are doing against you. The next hitter, you’re 3-for-3 
against this guy right here, and it’s a hundred-and-ten ball, if he believes in you, like Sparky 
believed in Jack Morris: “It’s your game, boy; go get ‘em.” Because he knew inside of his heart 
and his soul that he was a battler. So we didn’t worry about pitch counts. I think that came in 
now -– I think that came in because guys make a lot of money, and you gotta protect —- 
everything is as hard as you can. They don’t have -- I wouldn’t have made it to the big leagues 
right now. Because I didn’t throw hard enough. Everything’s got to be 90, 95, 95. “Boy, that guy 
throws hard.” Yeah, but it’s 3-and-2, 3-and-2, 3-and-2. How about a sinker and a changeup and 
learning how to pitch? You know, that’s what they, that’s what they preach. They want 
speedball. They want everybody’s got to throw hard. So I’m glad I was very fortunate to be a 
pitcher ’cause I wouldn’t have made the team this year. Or in this day and age. Yes. Anybody 
else out there? Yes.

David Raglin: Other than Kirk Gibson, of course, which of your former teammates do you keep 
up with?

Rozema Right now, Dan Petry, we talk quite a bit. Dave Bergman. ’cause you’re -- Milt Wilcox 
when he lived here. He lives in Jacksonville now. But um, Kirk. Of course, but he’s kind of busy.
I just text him. You know, that’s one good thing about text. I lose my voice a lot. So I mean, this 
guy, “Hey, good game.” Ba-doom. “Thanks.” Perfect! Ha, ha. I talk with Kirk in the offseason 
now more often, but usually Dan Petry. You see him out at the stadium, or different events, golf 
outings, you know. Or if we have -- if I can’t do an appearance maybe he could. His son’s 
actually playing for the Edmonton Oilers. Hockey professional. So, “Hey, how’s your boy 
doing?” and all that. I go and visit him and see his mom and dad More Dan Petry. Rick Leach. 
Um, that’s funny. I contact more hockey guys. Because I do a lot with alumni. I golf with Joey 



Kocur a lot, and it’s funny. I just have a good time. Still have a good time. Darn it! Just not with 
my wife! “Honey?!” Anybody else? Yes, sir, in the back.

Q: Why do you think Tram doesn’t get any more chances at the Hall of Fame? He gets no 
respect there from the Hall of Fame voters.

Rozema: You know what? I had to think of –- I love the Hall of Fame. I think the way they do it.
This is just my, my personal view. But the way they did it, a bunch of press writers voting a 
bunch of major league players in. If you give one bad interview, it’s “Get out of my face.” And 
he’s a guy that votes you in. And he calls up his buddies: “Don’t get him in.” I could fill in clues 
against those guys getting’ in, too. You know what I’m saying? I think it should be your peers. 
How you played the game. What do you mean to your team. How other teams evaluate you as far
as, you know, how you conduct yourself. The articles, all that stuff in consideration. I don’t think
a press writer, I like, you know, I read the press and stories, but they’ve got a big vote to do 
when they vote somebody in the Hall of Fame. To me, like I said, I think, I think they ought to 
get in before they’re dead, too. I mean, you know, I mean, as far as me, Pete Rose, he’s in. What 
he did on the baseball field, as a player, he should be in. What he did as a coach and couple other
things? He shouldn’t be in. Should he coach again? No, he should not. But as a player? He’s in. 
He’s got the most hits in baseball. You know what I mean? And he hustled, and he played for 
world champion teams. You know? We all have issues, we all have things in our closet, and he 
had that one right there, he got caught and he paid the sin for it—

(tape ends)

(tape resumes)

-- boom, boom, get ‘em out. Second inning, Carl Yastrzemski comes up. So, Milt May’s my 
catcher, and I throw a fastball right on the outside corner. Bonk! And I go, Oh, OK, whatever. 
Threw one right there. Boom! “Ball two!” Gaaah! I kinda looked at him like, “Ahhh, whatever.” 
And all of a sudden, 2-and-0 changeup, right there, doesn’t swing. And he goes, “Ball,” and I 
went, “What the,” you know, “what the heck?” And he comes on out and he looks at me, and I 
go, “Where are those pitches at?” And he goes, “Young man,” he goes, “did he swing?” I went, 
“no.” He goes, “It must have been a ball.” (laughter) Oh, you can be shooting crap, you gotta be 
kidding me. I knew I’d get a word. So I’m going, “Wow.” So next time he gets up, it’s like the 
fourth inning. I’m up there. Milt May calls a fastball inside. Whoomp! Whack! I hit him right in 
the rib cage. I mean, oooh-oooh! You don’t hit Number 8 in Boston. You coulda gotten hung. 
All of a sudden he comes up, he goes, “Hey, young man, I thought you had good control!” I go, 
“I just thought I’d save three pitches!” (laughter) “Listen, you young shit! (unintelligible)” 
“Don’t yell at me!” So anyway, that final score was an eight-nothing victory, first win. But they 
couldn’t hit the sinker that day. So, and actually, Ernie Harwell kept a chart. Paul Carey, and he 
gave it to me, and I got it in the basement on a wall. So that was, that was pretty cool. I got that 
from Ernie. So, that one’s kind of fun back there. Anybody else out there? Yes.



Q: Did you call or text Gibby on his baserunning--

A: (Laughs) You know what I said to him? I go, “Hey, old man. You oughta get a cane!” 
(laughter) If anybody didn’t see that, Kirk was giving running tips to his team. So he was in, he 
was in the batter’s box, and he took off, because he wanted to show ’em how to go back through 
the bag. And he fell down and hit himself right in the face! Blood’s everywhere. I mean, man, his
whole team, started cracking up, laughing. And then they mark it off like death tape (laughter), 
so that was pretty funny. It’s on YouTube. Ask your grandkids, bup-bup-bup, you’ll go right 
there. (laughter). Look, can I ask something, miss? Can I have some water? Yeah. Are you a 
waitress or anything? Oh, thank you. I just keep talkin’ and takin’. You just got to feed me water.
So, anybody else?

Mark Pattison: So you didn’t -- got drafted by the Giants, right? Why didn’t you sign with them?

Rozema: You know what, though? I had a full-ride scholarship to Eastern Michigan, back in ’75,
they were second in the nation in baseball. They had [Bob] Welch, [Bob] Owchinko, they had a 
great team. It was worth probably –- you know, a four-year scholarship, probably worth about 60
grand, 70 grand back then. My grandfather sat next to me, goes, “He’s going to go to college or 
you give him $70,000.” (whimpers) “Grandpa?” (to waitress) Thank you very much. Ho. Wow. 
(drinks) I forgot how good water really was. Water is good! You know, so he sat there at the 
table with Herm Henning, he used to be a scout for San Francisco here in Detroit. And he says, 
“Well, Herm,” he looks at me and he goes, “Let me know, you can go to A-ball in Arizona” -– 
huh, in June, July and August. “Isn’t that like 110 degrees there?” “Yeah, and make $500 a 
month, and that’s it.” I’ll go to school. So that was it. So I decided I’ll go to school. I went down 
there, and they said, “You know, your daily event’s going to be practice in the morning.” 
“Yeah.” “Your school.” “Yeah.” “Then we’re going to have practice after school.” “Yeah?” 
“Then you got a job.” “You’re going to give me a job?” “Get a job. And then you gotta do 
homework with your tutor.” I go, “So five days a week, then I get to go home on the weekends?”
“Oh, no, that’s seven days a week.” I go, “I ain’t going to school.” So I get an education, get an 
education, but at that time, I wanted to play baseball. So I got rid of that scholarship, went to 
Grand Rapids JC [Junior College] for two months, and this Tigers scout came in and I signed 
with them. Fourth round In the wintertime. ’75 or so. So that was a good decision on my part. 
Hah. I’m the lucky one, I’ll tell you that. Uh, anybody, yes?

Raglin: Of all the players, either that you played with or against, who do you think is probably 
the most underrated among fans and writers and--

Rozema: Gibby. But, well, first of all, you know, it was Kirk. Kirk was the number-one pick. 
Sparky said he was the next Mickey Mantle, and he couldn’t hit –- because, you know, pitchers, 
I told you pitchers we’re very smart people, and we figured out how to get him, and he couldn’t 
do it. And pretty soon it wears on yourself. Being the number one pick, and they’re going to put 
you in the system, quick, because they can’t look like they’re fools by having a number-one pick 
and they’re going to go, “He can’t hit up here.” So, you know, the paper got on him, and he 



started just thinking too much, and, plus he wasn’t a very nice guy to talk to at certain times. 
Trust me, I know. I used to go, “Hey, what are you doing?” PTSHESH. “Hey, what’d you do that
for?” “I gotta hit somebody, so I thought I’d hit you.” “Thanks!” So he was, had a lot of pressure
on him. He went to Dale Carnegie, you know, the positive school in Washington [actually the 
Pacific Institute], and he came back a new man. On his locker -– Al Kaline on his locker says, “I 
love right field on bright sunny days at Tiger Stadium.” Because he hated it! I mean, think about 
it. You look at those pictures and that sun is right there. It’s like, you know, the worst thing in 
baseball is when you see the ball, then you lose it, like in the lights. If it ever happened to you 
guys, and I’ll tell you what: With 40,000 people watching you, because if you don’t catch it, 
woooooooooohhh! You guys like to say boo to people when they make mistakes. But I mean, 
you know that’s, so that’s, so he, you know, he bettered himself, he got more positive, and you 
know what? He turned into a very good ballplayer.

As far as other players, um, you know, I don’t know a lot of people not on our teams. So I don’t 
know who got a bad rap there. As far as our team, I mean, Steve Kemp was always a good 
ballplayer, I liked him, but he was kinda like –- if he went 4-for-4 and you lost, well, he had a 
great day. I mean, he’d have a good day (imitates car motor). You know what I mean? But most 
of the guys would go, pissed we lost 3-to-2, it was a team effort, but some guys were like that. So
I think he had some kind of a -– kind of a rap, you know, he wasn’t a, really more of a team guy. 
So that’s why I think we made the big trade. You know what I mean? I think that’s one of the 
reasons why we’re it was California Steve vs. the eight other guys. I mean, I liked him as a guy, I
like him as a ballplayer. But he was more of an “I” guy. I could finish games with him every 
year. He was a good guy, but as far as that championship team to go, to go to war with? I’ll take 
Kirk. He’ll dig my hole, and probably drag me out of it. He’s a good guy. I love the guy. You’d 
probably get me up right now. What’s that?

Q: You mentioned the Hall of Fame before.

Rozema: Yep?

Q: What’s your feeling about Hall of Fame and steroid usage?

A: You know what, though? Okay, and this is just my theory (chuckles). Here’s some water. You
know what? It wasn’t legal, it wasn’t legal. So you know what? I’d do ‘em, too. I figure if 
everybody here, if you’re OK, Igor, you know, I’m going to gain 20 pounds of muscle and hit 40
home runs, and make a hundred million bucks, I’m taking ‘em! Now, if it was illegal, and you 
get caught, well, then, shame on you, you’re out of baseball, and you’re done. And anything that 
goes with baseball, you’re done. Simple as that. Because it’s a forbidden rule. You can’t do it. 
But at the time, it’s legal. So, why not do it? The only person that’s really hurting is yourself. I 
mean, I mean, to me, I’m not hurting you if I take steroids, but I’m going to be better than you, 
because I’m going to be quicker, I’m not going to get hurt, and I’ve got more muscle now. And 
you go, “Well, you’re a big guy now,” Big deal. I just signed for a hundred million dollars. I’ll 
will it to the Mayo Society, I don’t know. But I mean, at the time, like I say, the guys that lied, 



you know what? It’s like us. We lied. If you gotta perjury, you’re going to go to jail, or whatever 
you do, you’re going to get penalized for it. So treat ’em just like a normal human being. You 
know? Put ‘em in jail or something or whatever. You’re not supposed to lie when you’re in front 
of a court. Tell the truth, and if you told the truth. there’d be no problem, But they wanted to go 
-– certain guys –tell America that I never did ’em. Yes, you did! Because the doctor said, the guy
that stuck you said, that guy said, and he’s seen you. You know what I mean? You know, take a 
lie-detector test if you want to prove your innocence. “I don’t need to.” Yeah, you do, to prove it 
to all of us. But now you can probably finagle that. So I don’t know. I mean, the guys that lied, 
that said they didn’t do steroids, they’re not in. Because they lied. You know what I mean? But, 
ah, I, I, I don’t know. I might be getting tired. No. I just -- tell you that sometimes it’s just a two-
headed coin right there. You go, you know, damned if you don’t, and damned if you do. You 
know, you weren’t supposed to do it, but it was legal, then but you lied about not doing it. So I 
don’t know. I’m sorry on that one, big boy. I guess you got me for words on that one, darn it! 
Anybody else? Yeah.

Pattison: What’s the fantasy camp experience like for you old pros?

Rozema: Oh, can you say “former,” please? (laughter)

Pattison: Former pros.

Rozema: Old pros. I always say former. You know, I tell you we have a riot down there. It’s a, 
you know, he mentioned the fantasy camp down in Florida. It goes on for two weeks. Are you 
guys frozen? (laughs). It goes on for two weeks, it’s a Tiger fantasy camp, um, usually you got 
about a hundred guys and gals go down, and we go down and just share stories and talk and play 
baseball. And it brings the youth out of you. You see a lot of baseball you’ve never seen in your 
entire life (laughs). ’Cause you go down there and you see plays or, I mean, you know, you 
know, I take my hat off. Because you know what? You pay some good money to go down there. 
And guys and girls, they just work hard every day to try to do it, and sometimes you just can’t do
it at 60. You see falling over and pullin’ hammies, and trying to pitch, “Oh, I can’t do it. It 
hurts.” “Go get ‘em, buddy!” You know, Jerry, Jerry Silverman, he’s been down there a few 
times. Matter of fact, Jerry, Jerry’s been on my team, he brought his father down there one time, 
and his kids, and you know, that was really cool to see and 85-year-old man, and his son, 60 –- 
how old are you, Jerry? Sixty? Fifty-nine. And your sons in the twenties, and you see them all 
out there together and having fun. That’s what I like to see in the fantasy camp. And his dad gets 
up there and he swings a bat, he ticks it and “Go!” You see this 85-year-old man, right down first
base. I got the ball there. “Come on!” And here he goes -– all the way to the bag. It was a very 
precious moment. But it’s like things like that that you see, the bonding through people, a lot of, 
a lot of people come out friends. They do the Tiger Opening Day here, they have baseball 
outings, they do golf outings, they actually stay in touch and they’re friends for life. And it’s a –-
a lot of times -- so we see that going down there and, it’s pretty cool. So we see a lot of stories, 
share a lot of stories with them. Have fun. Have a couple of cervezas. A lot of waters (laughs). A 
couple of cigars. But it’s a lot of fun, share stories, have fun, watch ‘em play the game, ’cause 



they love it. You know, they’ve got that Tiger uniform on and they just go out there and they 
play ball and they hustle, and they throw, and it’s pretty amazing, it’s pretty cool. OK, gang. 
How ‘bout you young kids? OK. Remember I brought a new picture? Do the best you can. OK? 
That’s all I have to say to you young people of America. Give 100, 150 percent. Just work hard 
at it. No matter what you do. OK? OK. Anybody else?

Q: Since you did the fantasy camp, I wanna see if you remember the 70 Rozema fantasy camp 
story. 

Rozema: You do? Do I have one?

Q: No, I have one about you. 

Rozema: It’s not true. (laughter) OK, you want to come up? You want the mike?

Q: I went to a fantasy camp and there was a camper who wouldn’t let up on the older campers.

Rozema: Yes!

Q: And the women. And the last day we go to Joker Marchant [Stadium] It’s your one chance, 
you get one at-bat against the Tigers. And I know--

Rozema: I remember that!

Q: --people say you didn’t throw very hard, but you threw three fastballs by him and he had to sit
down in his one at-bat. I don’t know if you remember doing that.

Rozema: I did that once, and I also -– I do have a story about that. but It was a kind of similar 
thing. I just threw fastballs by him. But another gentleman came up to me, I mean, you know, 
here you are, a performer, and all my teamers were there, Tram, Kirk, blah-blah-blah-blah-blah. 
It was kinda mean on my part, but whatever. This guy come up to me, he’s like 27 years old, and
I’m probably an old 30. Probably 36. I still could throw a baseball pretty good. Still played in 
London, Ontario. So I could still pitch. And he comes up and he goes, “I can’t wait till Saturday 
to hit off you. ’Cause I can’t believe you were a major-league pitcher. ’Cause you can’t even 
throw 80.” I thought, “Where are you coming from?” All week long he’s on me: (imitates) “I 
can’t wait, I can’t wait.” Yiiiii. “You were the worst guy on that ’84 team.” I go, “What?” And 
so he kind of screamed at me a little bit. I go, “Alright.” So I’ve got my ibuprofens in left field. 
The Tiger game’s on Saturday. I’m feelin’ really good, I’m already warmed up. This goes, he’s 
up to bat, and he goes, ‘Time out.” He goes, “I want Rozema to pitch against me.” I went, 
“What?” I’m out in left field. I go, “What?” They go, “Rozey, he wants to hit off you!” I went -- 
so I see who it is and I’m going (imitates bull snorting), It’s almost like being in the bullpen in 
there. You get the telephone [rings]: “Get up.” (Puff-exhales loudly four times) You gotta psych 
yourself up. Fast. I’m going, “I’ve got eight pitches.” I go in there and, OK, I loosen up. I get up 



there and, you know, one; four; five, six-seven-eight and I go, “Get in there!” He gets in there. 
Wooh! Whap! Whoa-ho-ho! (laughter) I go, “Don’t you ever frickin’ yell at me again. Don’t you
disrespect me.” And I ran out to left field. (laughter, applause) I’m not makin’ it up, do you know
it? You can’t call me horseshit all week long and not expect to get hit.(laughter) I’m sorry. I 
shouldn’t have done it because he paid good money to go, but I left him with a present 
(laughter). It said “Major League” right here. (laughter) So don’t anybody give me any ideas. I 
will hit you. (laughter). You, too! No, I won’t do that. But, I mean, you know, whatever.

I mean, I pitched in this London league. And I’m pitching for London and this guy come from, 
uh, I think Hamilton [Ontario], and he gets in there, he gets into the box. He looks in my catcher 
glove’s mitt. Looking for the sign. I go, “Hey!” He looks at me and I go, “You can’t do that, you 
can’t look in there!” He goes, “Hey! Just pitch the ball.” I go, “Well, don’t look at my catcher’s 
sign.” He goes, “Just pitch the ball!” Foom! Bik! He gets in there again. I go, “Dude, obviously,”
Boop, bam! Two times. The first inning and the third inning. I beat him you know, like 5-zip, but
I hit him twice. I go, “Hey, you don’t look in there on me, buddy boy.” I mean, I can imagine if I
threw 95, I’d be a mean person. (laughter) I’d go, “Get in there.” But as such I always threw 80. 
So I was never tough. I was a pitcher, not a thrower. Two different, two different scenarios. You 
know, I hit the corners. Curveball, changeup, try to make you do weaknesses versus 98, wonp, 
wonp. That’d be kind of fun, too, wouldn’t it? Kinda easy. So, yes, ma’am. 

Mantegani: What pitcher did you either -- what pitcher did you learn from? You said you were a 
pitcher, not a thrower. Who were the pitchers that you sort of felt that you learned from?

Rozema: My two guys, my two idols, were Catfish Hunter when he played for the A’s. ’cause I 
was an “A,” but I had peach fuzz and he had a big beard. And Andy Messersmith from the 
Dodgers. ’Cause they, they, curveball, fastball, spotted it, changeup, low slider, and man, I said 
-– because they just boom, boom, boom, boom, boom, boom. Boom, and that thing –- ah! So 
when I’d watch those guys on TV, and you’d just watch what they were doing. You know, pick, 
hit, hit, hit, a guy leans over, poke, knock him back a little bit, do some away, so you learn from 
that stuff, and that’s what I picked up from watching them. Those guys really influenced the way
I like to pitch, ’cause they’re pitchers. Yep. Anybody else? Alrighty. Oh, come on.

Pattison: Didn’t you ever think about staying in the game in some capacity after your playing 
days were over?

Rozema: You know, I had some opportunities. How about my opportunities? I could have been 
-- they asked me to be a coach -– in Montana. And Texas. Did you ever see a road trip in those 
two states? You’ve got a 27-hour bus ride, and I’m not into that. You know, I like to teach kids, 
um, pitching, a little hitting, a little fielding. I’ll talk a little bit about hitting from Darrell Evans 
telling me what to do or [Dave] Bergman, what to do about fielding from Tram with whatever he
gave me, pitching I kinda do myself. But you know, back in the time, either you’re single or 
you’re divorced. To be a manager in different leagues. Because I’m not going to leave, you 
know, my house or my kids or my wife to go to Texas. If really wanted to, and be gone from 



February to September. And then when you come back for two weeks, and then you go to 
instructional ball for two more months. You know what I mean? Great, great job, probably 
could’ve been in the big leagues right now. But you know what? I was a salesman, for Detroit 
Radiographics, I sold electrical equipment for 15 years, and it was very lucrative. I mean, I did 
good. I had a lot for fun. I stayed around her, did a lot of things for the Tigers, and so plus I like 
my summers in Michigan. (laughs) ’Cause they’re not very long! So I mean, so I try to do 
baseball things for kids. A far as big leagues -– you know, I mean, I get to see it, but I just 
appreciate my summers and, you know what I mean, and my wife and my kids. And so I’d rather
stay here. I don’t mind workin’. I like workin’. Can you tell I like to talk to people? (laughter) I 
go in a doctor’s office: “Hey! How ya doin’?” “Can you leave? We got work to do!” (laughter) 
So, it’s hard to get me out, but I did get a sale. You betcha. But anyway, if there’s no more 
questions, I thank you very much (applause) had a great (interrupted by applause).

Miller: Thank you, Dave, we appreciate it. 

Rozema: You’re welcome.

Miller: And if you’d like to stick around, for about 15 minutes and take pictures and sign 
autographs you can do that at one of these tables here. Al Avila, our next guest, will be here at 
three o’clock. So feel free to get some more food—

(tape ends)


