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SABR Day in Baltimore, Jan. 28, 2018
O, say, you can see the site of old Oriole Park!

Vice President’s 
Message

Step into baseball history on SABR 
Day, Sunday, Jan. 28. The Baltimore Babe 
Ruth Chapter’s third annual meeting will 
be held at the Peabody Heights Brewery, 
across the street from the site of old Oriole 
Park. 

The meeting runs from 10 AM to 4 PM, 
on-street parking is free, and there may be 
additional parking spaces provided by the 
brewery. 

Registration is $19 for everyone (SABR 
members and guests). This is a new loca-
tion and a new day of the week.  We hope 
everyone will come and enjoy our new 
situation.

You may bring your own lunch or join us 
and chip in $6 to order pizza delivered to 
us hot from a nearby pizzeria.  Many types 
of pizza will be made available.  Please 
send $25 instead of $19 if you are choos-
ing the pizza option.

Our headline presenter is Leslie 
Heaphy, who was first elected to the (na-
tional) SABR Board in 2010, then elected 
Vice President in 2016.  She has been a 
member of SABR since 1989 and chair of 
the Women in Baseball Committee since 
1995. Leslie is an Associate Professor of 
History at Kent State University and has 
published extensively on Negro Leagues 
and women’s baseball. In 2008, she be-
came the founding editor of the journal 
Black Ball, published by McFarland.  She 
was the 2014 winner of the Bob Davids 
Award, SABR’s highest honor.

Additional presenters are confirming 
their appearances. We will have a lineup 
to rival our previous years’ programs. Stay 
tuned.

But there’s more!  
Donated for the benefit of our chapter 

are hundreds of baseball books and memo-
rabilia items, available to all in attendance 
through our annual raffle. Winning raffle 
ticket numbers will be posted during the 
meeting. Holders of the first numbers 
called will have the first choice of items 
to take home in the order of ticket num-
bers drawn. Tickets will be $1 apiece (10 
for $5), proceeds going to the chapter. This 
year’s available items may break all records. 
Please let us know if you wish to donate 
an item to the raffle.  We appreciate the 
generosity of our members.

u Continued on Page 3

Leslie Heaphy

u Continued on Page 3

Welcome to our third edition of 
The Baltimore Chop. Coming to you 
a little late, but I hope it was worth 
the wait.

We have many upcoming events 
in the new year, including our an-
nual SABR Day in January (new 
location in 2018), our SABR MLB 
game in the spring, and our minor-
league game sometime in the sum-

This Just In...
Dec. 6, 2017—The SABR Board 

of Directors announced today that 
Baltimore will host SABR 50 in the 
summer of 2020, marking the 50th 
anniversary of SABR’s organization. 
Details will follow in the weeks and 
months ahead.

http://www.peabodyheightsbrewery.com/about/
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SABR Baltimore Babe Ruth Chapter
Formed 2015

Board of Directors
President - Bruce Brown
dbrucebrown@gmail.com
443-742-4494
Vice President - Peter Coolbaugh
poconopete74@yahoo.com
570-466-3745
Treasurer - Gary Levy
glevy@towson.edu
410-292-7672
Secretary - Michelle Freeman
michelle.r.freeman@gmail.com
816-213-4502
At-Large - David Stinson
dylcarcal@aol.com
301-758-5094

https://www.facebook.com/SABR-Baltimore-
Babe-Ruth-Chapter-1450246771946623/ 

Calendar
December
2: Talkin’ Baseball, 9 AM, Brighton Gardens, Columbia
20: Called Shot lunch, noon, Babe Ruth Museum
January
6: Talkin’ Baseball, 9 AM, Brighton Gardens, Columbia
17: Called Shot lunch, noon, Babe Ruth Museum
27: Orioles FanFest (be sure to see the Babe Ruth Museum 
exhibit), Baltimore Convention Center 
28: SABR Day, 3rd annual meeting, Peabody Heights Brewery, 
10 AM
February
2: TBC copy deadline
2: Babe’s Birthday Bash, 5:30-9 PM 
3: Talkin’ Baseball, 9 AM, Brighton Gardens, Columbia
21: Called Shot lunch, noon, Babe Ruth Museum
March
3: Talkin’ Baseball, 9 AM, Brighton Gardens, Columbia
9-11: SABR Analytics Conference, Phoenix
21: Called Shot lunch, noon, Babe Ruth Museum
29: Orioles opener, Camden Yards
29: Opening Day Block Party/BBQ lunch/50-50 raffle/store 
specials/Babe Ruth Museum 
30: Baseball Media Roundtable, 11:30 AM-1 PM, location TBA
April
5: Nats home opener
7: Talkin’ Baseball, 9 AM, Brighton Gardens, Columbia
18: Called Shot lunch, noon, Babe Ruth Museum
20-21: Frederick Ivor-Campbell 19th Century Base Ball 
Conference, Cooperstown
May
5: Talkin’ Baseball, 9 AM, Brighton Gardens, Columbia

Bruce Brown again served as trivia MC. For a conference 
wrapup: https://sabr.org/convention

Michelle Freeman was a judge for the Tweed Webb Scholar-
ship awarded at the 20th annual Jerry Malloy Negro League 
Conference. For a conference wrapup: http://sabr.org/malloy

Getting to Know ... Shawn Herne
In each issue, we will profile one of our members. 

Shawn Herne is the new Executive Director of the Babe 
Ruth Birthplace Founda-
tion and has been a SABR 
member for two years. 

The Constable, N.Y., 
native is a Baltimorean 
now. The Orioles are his 
favorite team and Cam-
den Yards his favorite 
ballpark, but he retains a 
love for the late Montreal 
Expos and Tiger Stadi-
um. His favorite baseball 
memory is “traveling to 
Detroit in the last week of 
the [1999] season to say 
farewell to old Tiger Sta-
dium. [I] appreciated the 
history.” 

History is front and center when he lists his favorite ballplay-
ers: Babe Ruth, Walter Johnson and Gary Carter. 

On the non-baseball side, his hobbies are photography, ski-
ing, cooking and travel. 

Something you may not have known about Shawn: “I am an 
American Indian from the Akwesasne Indian Reservation in 
northern New York and southern Canada.” 

mailto:dbrucebrown%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:poconopete74%40yahoo.com%20?subject=
mailto:glevy%40towson.edu?subject=
mailto:michelle.r.freeman%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:dylcarcal%40aol.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/SABR-Baltimore-Babe-Ruth-Chapter-1450246771946623/
https://www.facebook.com/SABR-Baltimore-Babe-Ruth-Chapter-1450246771946623/
https://sabr.org/convention
http://sabr.org/malloy
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SABR u Continued from Page 1

In addition to the program, this gathering is our official an-
nual business meeting, and election of officers will be held at 
the beginning. Election will be by voice vote of members pres-
ent.

*Chapter President:  Incumbent Bruce Brown is running 
for re-election to a two-year term.

Chapter Vice President: Incumbent Peter Coolbaugh will 
be entering the second year of his two-year term and so will 
not be on the ballot.

*Chapter Treasurer: Incumbent Gary Levy is retiring from 
the position and the Board at the end of his term. We are ac-
cepting nominations to fill this office for the coming two-year 
term.

Chapter Secretary: Incumbent Michelle Freeman will be 
entering the seeond year of her two-year term and so will not 
be on the ballot.

Board Member At-Large: Incumbent David Stinson will be 
entering the sednd year of his two-year term and so will not be 
on the ballot.

*--We are accepting any additional nominations for these two 
positions. If you are interested in running, you may nominate 
yourself. Please let Bruce Brown know at dbrucebrown@gmail.
com or (443) 742-4494 for details of the positions. You need 
not be present to run for an office. We encourage all members 
to be involved.

VICE PRESIDENT uContinued from Page 1

Next Time: 
We’re Looking for Your Input 

Next time, with your help, we’ll be wrapping up the 2017 
season. 

If you had baseball research published in 2017 (in a SABR 
or non-SABR publication) or presented baseball research 
(at a SABR event or a non-SABR event), we’d like to know. 
Send the bibliographical information and/or information on 
your presentation (title, date, venue, occasion) to r68sadler@
earthlink.net. 

Before the pitchers and catchers report, we’d like you to 
contribute to “Voice of the Fan.” We’re wondering who you 
root for—and why. Tell us in 25 words or less (no need to send 
any baseball-card bubblegum).

And we’re always looking for your research articles and 
essays. 

The copy deadline is February 2.

mer.  And the annual national convention is close-by in Pitts-
burgh in June, so perhaps some of you may consider going.

On behalf of the board, we’d like to welcome Ruth Sadler 
as our new editor and newsletter guru.  Her enthusiasm for 
baseball is abundant, and we are grateful for her dedication to 
our chapter.  

Our president Bruce Brown is home recuperating from sur-
gery, so our best wishes go out to him. 

And to all of you, thank you for your interest in SABR.  
Happy Holidays to everyone and best wishes in 2018 from 

all of us at the Baltimore/Babe Ruth Chapter.
See you at the Yard come March 29 for Opening Day.

Peter Coolbaugh 

Happy Holidays,
Happy Hot Stove Season 

mailto:dbrucebrown%40gmail?subject=
mailto:r68sadler%40earthlink.net?subject=
mailto:r68sadler%40earthlink.net?subject=
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Game Time
By Bernard McKenna

A sports editor complains that “there is no earthly reason, 
when nothing out of the ordinary has 
happened, why a game should drag 
through three hours or more.”  This is 
no longer news.  We hear such com-
plaints frequently.  

However, this particular complaint 
was written in July 1926 by the sports 
editor for the Afro-American, who 
was frustrated at the length of time 
it generally took the Baltimore Black 
Sox to complete their games at Mary-
land Park.  At first, he reflected that 
it took “too much time … explaining 
things to players.”  He also could not 
fathom why “the umpire has to stop 
nearly every inning, sometimes two 
or three times in one inning, to get 
new balls.”1  

The paper’s staff then decided to 
apply scientific principles to their 
study: They brought a stopwatch.  

Over the course of a nine-inning 
game, the editors were astonished to 
learn that players spent a total of 4 minutes and 30 seconds 
“discoloring and roughing” up new baseballs.  The Black Sox 
took a total of 12 minutes and 30 seconds getting onto the field 
after batting, and sometimes it took 2 minutes and 30 seconds 
for a batter to get into the box.  Moreover, it sometimes took 
the Black Sox 8 minutes and 30 seconds to record three outs.  

The editors even joked about putting Bill Lewis, the public-
address announcer, on the stopwatch.2

The Afro-American’s staff was very 
good-natured about its criticism of the 
Black Sox.  The staff loved and truly ap-
preciated Baltimore’s team in the East-
ern Colored League, but was also very 
frustrated that a game starting at 2:00 
was not completed until after 5:00.  

Looking back, we can feel a bit of 
their frustration as well, but if we could 
offer them some advice, it might that if 
we could go back in time to 1926, three 
hours would not be enough to watch 
Jud “Boojum” Wilson and John Beck-
with, two Hall of Famers, play baseball 
in a Baltimore uniform.  We would also 
cherish watching a teen-aged Laymon 
Yokely take his time setting up hitters 
in his rookie season.  We would pray 
for extra innings and for the sun not to 
set.  We should remember that advice 
as well when we watch today’s games.  
Ninety years from now, there will be 
historians and fans looking back to our 

time and wondering why we would complain about watching 
the likes of Manny Machado play ball in a Baltimore uniform 
for more than three hours a night.

1. “Sports Mirror,” Afro-American, July 3, 1926, 9.
2. “Sox-Cubans smash records,” Afro-American, August 8, 1926, 7.

Baseball Allies: SABR Babe Ruth Chapter, Babe Ruth Museum  

u Continued on Page 5

By Peter Coolbaugh
Not long after I moved to Baltimore in November of 2006, 

I joined the Babe Ruth Birthplace & Museum (BRM) as a 
member.  Within six weeks, I got a letter in the mail asking 
if I would consider becoming a volunteer, which I started do-
ing about once a month.  By the spring of 2008, I was asked 
to come on as a part-time staff person to help out during the 
busy spring and summer months, especially on Orioles home 
weekends.  And so it began…

During this same period, I joined SABR for the first time 
(December 2007) and periodically attended Bob Davids Chap-
ter events in DC and Northern Virginia whenever I could.  But 
I, like many people in the Baltimore/York region found it dif-
ficult to get down to the DC region, so my involvement for 
many years was quite limited.  

The Society for American Baseball Research (SABR) was 
officially formed in 1971 in Cooperstown, N.Y.  The Babe 
Ruth Birthplace & Museum opened in 1974, although the 
foundation itself had been formed several years earlier in an 
effort to save the 216 Emory Street location from demolition 

and restore it as a site for baseball fans.
While several key members of the museum staff had been 

SABR members over the years, and then-museum Executive 
Director Mike Gibbons spoke at several Bob Davids annual 
meetings, there was not a lot of overlap between the two enti-
ties.  The Bob Davids Chapter did host its summer meetings at 
Sports Legends Museum from 2010 to 2014 before a game at 
Camden Yards, but not much interaction transpired between 
the two organizations.

Thanks in large part to the efforts of Bruce Brown and Ber-
nard McKenna, the Baltimore /Babe Ruth Chapter of SABR 
was officially formed in June 2015 at the SABR National Con-
vention in Chicago.  The first meeting of the new BBRC was 
held that July in the theater at Sports Legends Museum at 
Camden Yards, and in November the next chapter meeting and 
the first election of officers took place at the Babe Ruth Birth-
place.  Jim Henneman and Mike Gibbons wowed the crowd 
with their baseball knowledge and took questions.  

So what do the BBRC and the Babe Ruth Birthplace have 
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ALLIES u Continued from Page 4

Jim Palmer’s 1991 Comeback 
By Lyle Spatz

 In the spring of 1991, seven years after his retirement as an 
active player, former Orioles pitcher Jim Palmer was attempt-
ing the most intriguing comeback in baseball history. It wasn’t 
just Palmer’s long absence from competition that attracted the 
nation’s interest, or even that he was trying to pitch again at the 
advanced age of 45. What made this venture unique was that 
seven months earlier the magnificent Baltimore right-hander 
had been inducted into the Hall of Fame. Before Palmer’s elec-
tion, 46 pitchers and 111 position players had made their way 
from the playing field to Cooperstown, but none had ever at-
tempted to reverse the procedure.

After a glorious 19-year career, Palmer’s 1984 departure from 
the Orioles had not been pleasant for either him or the team. 
He had gotten off to a terrible start that season, and by May 
was struggling with an 0-3 record and a 9.17 earned run aver-
age. When Palmer refused the club’s suggestion that he go on 
the “voluntary retired” list, they responded by giving him his 
unconditional release.

Despite that unceremonious dismissal, Palmer maintained 
his ties to Baltimore, serving as an analyst on Orioles telecasts. 
General manager Roland Hemond, manager Frank Robinson 
and pitching coach Al Jackson each voiced support for the 
comeback attempt, recognizing that Palmer was a proud and 
thoughtful athlete who would do this only if he thought he 
could succeed. Nevertheless, there were those who felt that the 
whole thing could only act as a disruption to the team’s normal 
spring training routine.

The Orioles viewed it differently. Even if Palmer proved un-
able to pitch, they reasoned, they would reap the benefits of just u Continued on Page 6

having him in camp. Nobody knew more about pitching than 
he did, or could serve as a better example for young pitchers 
like Ben McDonald, Bob Milacki, Gregg Olson and Jeff Bal-
lard. Palmer agreed. He taught and counseled the youngsters 
willingly, despite knowing that if one of his rookie pupils (such 
as Mike Mussina or Jose Mesa) made the team it would limit 

in common, aside from just a name?  Both groups clearly love 
the game and are in the business of protecting and promot-
ing Babe Ruth and his impact on the sport but also spreading 
and preserving baseball itself for the generations to come.  The 
Babe Ruth Birthplace Foundation also is responsible for pre-
serving all of Maryland’s varied sports history, of which base-
ball is merely a fraction.

The Birthplace is also a place for those interested in baseball 
research.  The archives located at the museum contain articles 
and photos among the many treasures that could be useful in 
researching a book, article or paper.  Plus the knowledge of the 
staff is vast and practically unparalleled in the baseball world 
on the subject of the Bambino.  

SABR members receive a 10% discount on any level of mu-
seum membership.  In addition to free admission to the mu-
seum and a 20% discount on merchandise, being a member en-
titles you to discounts and first access to fundraisers and other 
events, invitations to member-only events, and discounts on 
museum rentals.

The museum also has volunteer opportunities for tour guides, 
store clerks, party hosts, and marketing/PR positions.  Intern-
ships are also offered for students needing to fulfill course 

requirements.  Contact Executive Director Shawn Herne 
(shawnh@baberuthmuseum.org) for more information on 
these exciting opportunities.

Let us not kid ourselves.  After the National Baseball Hall 
of Fame, the Babe Ruth Birthplace & Museum is the most 
important non-field baseball shrine in the United States.  And 
the BBRC is proud to have an ongoing cooperative relation-
ship with the museum and its staff.  Current Executive Direc-
tor Shawn Herne and Director Emeritus Mike Gibbons have 
been very good to our young chapter, and we have even been 
having our monthly “Called Shot Lunch” in the museum since 
January 2017.  If you have never been to 216 Emory, you are 
highly encouraged to do so.  Support for the museum and its 
works is always encouraged.  Nonprofits in the 21st century have 
increasing difficulty in accomplishing their goals in such an ex-
pensive modern age.  Consider becoming a museum member 
or making an annual donation.  Perhaps your business could 
become a corporate sponsor.  Anything you can do to continue 
the Bambino’s legacy is always appreciated.

And we at the BBRC of SABR hope for many more years 
of a prosperous relationship with the Babe Ruth Birthplace & 
Museum. 
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his own chances of doing so. “It’s a no-lose situation,” he said. 
“I have a chance to learn the ballclub and the system in case I 
go back to broadcasting.”

While just by “giving it a shot” Palmer had lifted the spir-
its of middle-aged fans everywhere, very few baseball people 
thought he would succeed. Still, most conceded that if anyone 
could pull it off, it was Palmer, who, despite his age, was in 
excellent physical condition. On the other hand, millions of 
people are in excellent condition, but only very, very few can 
play baseball at the major-league level, as recent events have 
shown.

Palmer’s gallant quest to turn back the clock was an irre-
sistible story for the national media, and hordes of them de-
scended on the Orioles’ training camp to report on his progress. 
He had taken an important first step on March 3, pitching 15 
minutes of batting practice at the Orioles’ training facility in 
Sarasota. He threw easily, in the same fluid motion that he had 
always used, and reported no ill effects the next day. “I’ve always 
loved watching him throw,” said 40-year-old Mike Flanagan, 
an old teammate who was attempting his own comeback with 
the Orioles.

Three days later, Palmer surmounted a major hurdle when 
he pitched two passable innings in an intrasquad game. He 
gave up two walks and five hits, including a home run to catch-
ing hopeful Chris Hoiles. However, it was a day when the 
25-mile-an-hour winds in the park made pitching for everyone 
extremely difficult. 

“He threw as well as anyone else,” said his catcher, Bob 
Melvin. Palmer expressed disappointment in his control, but 
admitted that he felt more confident and expected his pitch 
location to improve in his next outing. There was even a good-
natured complaint about the umpiring. “It was like old times,” 
he joked. “I threw a belt-high fastball and the umpire called 
it a ball.” That was vintage Palmer. But so was the way he eas-
ily stabbed ex-Blue Jay Ernie Whitt’s line drive back to the 
mound. His reflexes seemed as sharp as ever.

Earlier that month, the Orioles had announced Palmer’s first 
pitching appearance would come on March 11, in Bradenton, 
against the defending Eastern Division champion Red Sox. 
For Gulf Coast fans it instantly became the most anticipated 

game on the Grapefruit League schedule. On game day old 
McKechnie Field was sold out, with nearly everyone in the 
crowd of 5,000 there to encourage and cheer Number 22. And 
it wasn’t just the fans that were rooting for Palmer. As he was 
warming up in the bullpen, Roger Clemens, the current King 
of the Hill in the American League, stopped by to wish his 
predecessor well.

The team that the Orioles would likely field on opening day 
was behind Palmer as he took the mound, yet he knew most of 
them only from his work as a broadcaster. Shortstop Cal Rip-
ken was the lone starter who had been an Oriole when he last 
pitched, and only right fielder Joe Orsulak had even been in the 
major leagues. More familiar to Palmer was the first hitter he 
faced, five-time batting champion Wade Boggs.

Boggs ran the count full before singling sharply to right. Af-
ter balking Boggs to second, Palmer got Jody Reed on a liner to 
short. Then Mike Greenwell ripped a single to right, and when 
Orsulak made a poor throw, Boggs scored. Palmer retired Jack 
Clark and Ellis Burks, but each hit the ball hard.

After Baltimore tied the game in the bottom of the first, 
Boston regained the lead in the second on singles by Carlos 
Quintana, Phil Plantier and Boggs. Palmer then walked Reed 
to load the bases, but ended the inning by getting Greenwell 
on a pop fly.

McDonald came in to pitch for Baltimore in the third, 
and the contrast between his 93-mile-per-hour fastball and 
Palmer’s, which barely broke 80, was painfully obvious. Craig 
Worthington’s sacrifice fly eventually gave the Orioles a 3-2 
win, and afterward everybody said the requisite kind things, 
but Palmer’s comeback was over. He had thrown 38 pitches, 19 
of which were balls, and many of which had been hit extremely 
hard. Besides the lack of speed on his fastball, he was wild high, 
his curve balls hung, and while warming up he had injured his 
right hamstring.

Two days later, Palmer accepted the inevitable and informed 
Hemond he was calling it quits. “You’ve got to be 100 percent 
to do this,” he said. “It’s been a fun experience. The fans have 
been great.” Asked if this would be his last comeback, he said: 
“I would think so. Let’s hope so.”

Robinson paid tribute to Palmer’s effort. “There were no neg-
atives involved in any of this,” the manager said. “He handled 
himself with class and dignity.” Hemond announced that the 
Orioles would begin awarding a “Palmer Prize” annually to 
their top minor-league pitcher.

Palmer’s lifetime statistics remained as they were in 1984, 
and as they read on his plaque at Cooperstown. His 268 victo-
ries (268-152) are the most in Orioles history, and he continues 
to be Baltimore’s career leader in most other pitching catego-
ries. Although Palmer never reached 300 wins as did some of 
his contemporaries, his 2.86 lifetime earned run average is sec-
ond only to that of Sandy Koufax among post-1960 pitchers.

Unlike Palmer, Flanagan did make a successful comeback 
with Baltimore, and that fall threw the final pitch by an Oriole 
at Memorial Stadium.

PALMER   u  Continued from Page 5 

Trivia Corner
Orioles Trivia: These are the top six home run seasons 

in Baltimore Orioles history, but the names are in 
alphabetical order and the years are chronological.  Leave 
the home run totals in order but assign the correct year 
and name to each.

 53        Brady Anderson    1961
 50        Chris Davis           1966
 49        Chris Davis           1996
 47        Jim Gentile           2013
 47        Frank Robinson    2015
 46        Mark Trumbo       2016

(Answer on Page 8)
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The Batcorcism © (A Work of Fiction) 

Babe Ruth in 1920. 

(A version of this story appears in the novel Wopper: How 
Babe Lost His Father and Won the 1918 World Series Against 
the Cubs) 

By Frank Amoroso
As coach Wagner crossed the visitors’ clubhouse, he 

rehearsed his “The baseball gods are fickle” speech. It was never 
easy to bench a player; but this was the World Series and the 
Red Sox did not have the luxury of time to let Babe battle 
through his slump.

Babe adopted a blank stare in response to the news.  Being 
hitless was embarrassing.  In the last game, he had been so 
off balance that he had fallen down twice. Babe knew that 
something drastic was needed. But, what?

To Wagner’s surprise, Babe accepted the decision without 
protest. The veteran coach exhaled in relief. A small voice in 
the back of his mind reminded him that Babe was a rabid 
prankster, cautioning Heinie to stay alert so as not to become 
the butt of one of Ruth’s jokes.  Once, Babe put a piece of paper 
between the slices of meat in the clubhouse. It took half the 
season before the players would eat without deconstructing 
the sandwiches out of fear for becoming one of Babe’s victims. 
Another time, he dropped a lit cigar down the trousers of Pinch 
Thomas. The poor guy was in the bullpen before he realized that 
his pants were on fire. The best one was the flatulence contest 
he sponsored. Of course, Babe won after consuming beer and 
limburger for several days before the fart-off.

It didn’t take long for Babe to go into action. During 
batting practice, he arranged his bats in a stack resembling a 
bundle of rifles and berated them in a loud, booming voice. 
He bemoaned their infidelity for abandoning him. Enemy fans 
laughed derisively.

After circling the stack and ranting gibberish, Babe sank to 
his knees and shouted, “I cannot complete this exorcism alone.”

All eyes were on Ruth. The crowd tittered and giggled at 
the spectacle.

“Hold on, Babe, help is on the way!” said a black man 

Bill “Bojangles” Robinson. 

climbing onto the Boston dugout. It was Bill “Bojangles” 
Robinson, the famous vaudevillian. He wore a tuxedo, top hat 
and sported a black fungo bat instead of a cane. A glittering 
smile creased his face as he snapped to attention. The crowd 
gasped.

One foot moved heel-to-toe, tapping a rhythm. His second 
foot produced a quick staccato.  Hoots of encouragement 
erupted. Soon, Bojangles was tap-dancing, twirling, jumping 
and landing gracefully. When the crowd clapped in unison 
with the dancer, he defied gravity. With an astounding leap, he 
landed on a wooden disk that covered the on-deck circle and 
tapped his way around the edges, double-timing his steps and 
wind-milling his bat-cane. The crowd roared its approval.

“Mr. Babe, I’m here to help. What’s the problem?”
“Demons have invaded my bats and eaten all the hits!” 

moaned Babe.
Bojangles picked up a broom and swirled around the bats 

with an exaggerated sweeping motion. He pantomimed to 
Babe. Babe lifted one of the bats to his ear. After a theatric 
pause, he shook his head. Bojangles drew his hands to his 
mouth in astonishment.

“Them’s some nasty demons. I’m going to need some help. 
Only my super, patented Goofer Dust will do the job.”

He withdrew a large container from his coat. One side said 
GOOFER; the other side said DUST. Mouthing the words 
‘Goofer Dust’, he gestured toward the crowd and shouted, “Are 
you with me?”

He started dancing and his rhythmic pulse energized the 
crowd. Bojangles danced and jumped like a whirling dervish. 
Quick-stepping around the stack, he sprayed, sprinkled and 
showered the bats. When the container was empty, Bojangles 
pirouetted to a halt. The crowd hooted.

Babe selected one of the bats, held it to his ear. He smiled 
and bowed appreciatively to Bojangles. With the elan of 
a true showman, Babe walked to the plate and beckoned to 

u Continued on Page 8
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Heinie to throw a pitch. Babe shifted back, loaded his power 
and unleashed a monster swing. The sound of a thunderous 
crack filled the air. The baseball raced skyward. After a majestic 
flight, the ball clattered off a seat in the farthest reaches of the 
stadium. Babe kissed his bat and joined Bojangles in a stroll 
toward the dugout. The crowd was delirious at the show they 
had just witnessed.

The two performers took a curtain call, smiling broadly.
As Heinie walked to the dugout, the Goofer Dust sparkled. 

His suspicion aroused, he touched a few crystals to his tongue. 
He chuckled and shook his head. When he passed the manager, 
Heinie whispered the words, “table salt.”

Frank Amoroso is a lifelong baseball fan who has played, 
coached and written about baseball for over half a century. Most 
recently, he has written a three-volume historical novel about 
Babe Ruth, Wopper: How Babe Lost His Father and Won the 1918 
World Series Against the Cubs. Volume 1, Pigtown, chronicles the 
early life of the Babe in Baltimore and his days at St. Mary’s 
Industrial School. Volume 2, The Show,  recounts his debut as a 
professional baseball player and his ascent to stardom with the 
Boston Red Sox. Volume 3, The Series, provides the explosive 
conclusion to the Series and how the Babe handles the death 
of his father and the pressure of playing in the World Series 
in Chicago, a city torn by wartime hysteria. These books are 
available in paperback and e-book online from Amazon and 
Barnes & Noble. 

The Babe, Bush and Baseball at Yale 
By Fred Glueckstein

President George H.W. Bush retained his old Yale baseball 
glove in an Oval Office desk drawer during his four years in 
the White House. Bush, a left-handed first baseman known 
as “Poppy” during his playing days from 1946 to 1948, par-
ticipated in the first two College World Series. One of Bush’s 
most memorable experiences as captain of the Yale varsity 
team, occurred on June 5, 1948, when he received a gift from 
Babe Ruth on behalf of the Yale Library. 

For Ruth, being on the diamond at Yale Field before the 
game against Princeton in June 1948 was a nostalgic return 
to his days with the New York Yankees, when they played nu-
merous preseason exhibition games in New Haven, Conn., as 
did other major-league teams. 

In 1928, the Yankees played at Hamden’s Weiss Park in New 
Haven, where packs of children mobbed Ruth and his team-
mates throughout the game. To avoid a similar scene in 1929, 
when the Yankees returned to New Haven, officials moved the 
game to Yale’s brand new ballpark on Derby Avenue, which 
had a capacity of 6,200. Ruth was impressed with Yale Field 
and told the New Haven Register at the time: “These Yale boys 
should play great ball. For they have this field. This is the best 
ballpark I’ve ever seen, bar none in the majors, and I’ve been 
to a lot of them.”

On June 5, 1948, the public learned of Ruth’s scheduled re-
turn to Yale. The New York Times reported: “BABE RUTH AT 
YALE TODAY: Will Present Book to Library Before Princ-
eton Game.”

The article read: “NEW HAVEN, June 4 (AP)–The Impor-
tant Yale-Princeton Eastern League Baseball game tomor-
row will be preceded by a ceremony featuring Babe Ruth. The 
home run king will come here to present the manuscript of his 
book-The Babe Ruth Story- to the Yale library. He is slated to 
step up to home plate - the same one where he once slammed 
the longest circuit blow in Yale Field’s history – to present the 
book to Poppy Bush, the Eli’s captain and first sacker.”

Ruth had driven up from New York the day before and 
spent the night in New Haven. Just before he appeared at Yale 
Field, dark clouds were replaced by the sun.

Babe Ruth presents a manuscript for the Yale library to 
baseball captain George Bush in 1948. (Yale photo)

With a tremendous cheer from the crowd, Ruth entered the 
field in an open car. The car stopped in front of the bleach-
ers packed with children, many from the Hamden Pee-Wee 
league. 

Ruth left the car and stood close enough for the kids to reach 
out and touch him. Ruth looked frail and weak. Charlie Kel-
log of the New Haven Register reported that one boy shouted: 
“How’re you feeling Babe?”

Dressed in a summer suit and wearing white and tan shoes, 
Ruth joined the others participating in the ceremony: athletic 
director Robert J.H. Kiphuth, university librarian Prof. James 
T. Babb and baseball captain George H.W. Bush.
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Ruth was introduced at home plate by Kiphuth, who told the 
crowd: “Mr. Ruth has been and still is the idol of baseball fans 
everywhere. All of us are familiar with his great accomplish-
ments on the field and now that his 
playing days are over his accomplish-
ments are as great in boys’ work. Babe 
Ruth has not retired from baseball. He 
is active with junior baseball through-
out the nation.” Mayor William Celen-
tano presented Ruth with a certificate 
proclaiming his lifetime membership 
in the sandlot baseball leagues of New 
Haven. 

Ruth then approached the micro-
phone. John Rendel of The New York 
Times wrote: “Tanned and looking fine 
though bearing traces of his long illness, 
the Babe spoke in a cracking voice that was 
amplified to a crowd of 5,000, including 
many of the youngsters to whom he is 
devoting his life now.”

Grasping the stub of a cigar, Ruth 
said in a raspy voice: “On the way here this afternoon it looked 
terribly damp and I was very disappointed. I thought that the 
weather man was going to fool us. I have been to New Haven 
many, many times over the years, but this is one of the best.” 
The crowd responded with the second tremendous cheer of the 
afternoon. 

Ruth continued: “I am here to present the original manu-
script of the Babe Ruth Story to Captain (George) Bush of 
Yale. It has lots of fun and a lot of laughs and a lot of cry-
ing, too. I almost forgot while looking around that a picture 
has been made from the book which I hope you will enjoy. 
You know, in a story you can’t put everything in, so I left out a 
few things.” It was reported by the press that “grownups in the 
crowd, familiar with some of the episodes in Babe’s youthful 
days smiled with him. A few wiped tears from their eyes.” Ruth 
then handed the black-bound manuscript to Bush, who turned 
it over to Babb, who wished the Babe good luck. 

When the ceremony ended, Ruth put on a cream-colored 
ascot cap and took a seat along the first-base line. Yale started 
the scoring with two runs in the first and added three in the 
fifth, including a 390-foot homer to left field by Artie Moher 
that brought Ruth to his feet. With Yale ahead 5-1, Ruth left 
Yale Field and returned to New York. 

Yale went on to add four runs in the sixth, four in the seventh 
and one in the eighth, defeating Princeton, 14-2. Bush played 
first base with seven putouts, and he batted seventh with 7 AB, 
1 hit (a double) and 1 run. 

Babe Ruth’s appearance at Yale was one of his final public 
appearances. A week later, he attended a 25th anniversary cel-
ebration at Yankee Stadium. In July, Ruth was present at the 
premiere of The Babe Ruth Story, the movie based on the book. 
On August 16, 1948, Ruth died at Memorial Hospital in New 

York City at the age of 53.  
Years later, President Bush recalled that memorable day with 

Ruth. “Meeting Babe Ruth on Yale Field was a thrill that stays 
with me ‘til this day. He was cancer-riddled. 
His voice was a more of a croak than a nor-
mal voice, but he radiated greatness and I was 
privileged to have been asked to go to home 
plate with him to receive his papers that he 
donated to Yale.”

It is understandable that President Bush re-
tained his old Yale baseball glove in an Oval 
Office desk drawer during his years in the 
White House. His years playing first base at 
Yale was an unforgettable experience, especial-
ly the memorable meeting with Babe Ruth on 
Yale Field. For President Bush, his old baseball 
mitt was a treasured reminder of those college 
days.

Sources: Chicago Daily Tribune, New Ha  
ven Register, New York Times, YALE Alumni 
Magazine

George Bush at Yale (Yale photo)

Trivia Answer
53        Chris Davis           2013
50        Brady Anderson    1996
49        Frank Robinson    1966
47        Chris Davis           2015
47        Mark Trumbo       2016
46        Jim Gentile           1961

Babe Ruth Museum News

Greetings from the Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum, where 
we are gearing up for 2018. Lots in the works, with many more 
events still to be announced. Consider renting the museum for 
social or corporate events. Call Cathy Z (410-727-1539, x3051) 
if you have any questions or want more information. Consider 
a pre-Orioles game cookout at the backyard Bullpen, and Peter 
Coolbaugh can get you great seats for the game!

Shawn Herne is working on a new display that will replace 
the Lone Ranger costume, that rides off into the sunset soon so 
if you have not seen it, stop by soon.  

Gift certificates for Babe’s Birthday Bash will be available in 
the Museum Store or from Cathy Z--for the person who has 
everything!
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Johnny Neun, A Long and Happy Baseball Life

u Continued on Page 11

By Cort Vitty
During a professional career spanning a remarkable 69 years, 

from 1920-1989, Johnny Neun served as  player, coach, man-
ager, instructor and scout. Along the way, he earned a reputa-
tion as a great baseball mind, an excellent storyteller and de-
cent human being.

The youngest of five children born to John (a blacksmith) 
and Emelie Wenn Neun, John Henry arrived on October 28, 
1900. The family was of German heritage and lived in a row-
home on South Potomac Street in East Baltimore. Johnny at-
tended School 83 (William Paca Elementary) in the city and 
participated in numerous sports around the Canton and Pat-
terson Park areas.

Adults predicted a bright future for Johnny, as a teacher, 
writer or athlete. According to The Sporting News: “Little 
Johnny had more imagination than most boys his age and was 
adept at more activities than most of his playmates. By the 
same token, he had more ambitions, most of which were built 
around his unusual athletic ability.”1 

As a youngster, Johnny’s favorite player was the New York 
Highlanders left-handed first baseman Hal Chase. A natu-
ral lefty, Johnny gravitated toward playing that position and 
imitated Chase’s right-handed batting stroke, becoming adept 
enough to switch-hit during his professional career. “His earli-
est recollection of baseball in Baltimore was going to a Federal 
League game in 1915 as a youngster. He paid 10 cents to sit in 
the bleachers and watched Chief Bender of the Baltimore Ter-
rapins pitch against Eddie Plank of the St. Louis Terriers.”2

Neun was a founding member of the original Baltimore 
Soccer Club, and he was captain of the 1918-1920 champion-
ship teams. Johnny teamed with his pal Elmer Fody to win the 
Baltimore City tennis doubles championship in 1920. 

As a high school student at Baltimore City College, Neun 
earned pocket money officiating high school soccer matches. 
His stipend of 50 cents a game unwittingly made him a pro-
fessional. That made him ineligible to play baseball or partici-
pate in any other amateur sport.

Needing to replace the lost revenue, Johnny left high school 
in 1920, to sign a contract with the Class D Martinsburg 
Mountaineers. As a professional ballplayer, Neun earned $175 
a month, while hitting Blue Ridge League pitching at a .263 
clip.

Neun, who was 5-10 and weighed 175, returned to Mar-
tinsburg for the 1921 campaign, hitting .342. At season’s end, 
he returned home to complete his high school courses, while 
also coaching youth basketball and serving as president of the 
Maryland Referees Association. 

Sold to the Birmingham Barons in 1922, Johnny feasted 
on Southern League pitching, hitting .329. Returning to Bir-
mingham in 1923, Neun hit .320, with 58 stolen bases. This 
warranted a promotion to AA St. Paul in 1924, where the 
young first baseman hit .353, accompanied by 55 stolen bases. 
Neun’s workmanlike performance was noticed by Detroit Ti-

Johnny Neun card from the Conlon Collection.

gers player-manager Ty Cobb.
Cobb considered his 1924 club to be a legitimate pennant 

contender; despite an injury to veteran first baseman Lu Blue 
that was viewed as detrimental. Cobb approached owner Frank 
Navin, suggesting the acquisition of Neun from St. Paul. Cobb 
later related the story to author Al Stump: “I wanted to shoot 
Navin. He claimed he couldn’t afford Neun at a fifty-five hun-
dred selling price.”3 Cobb added, “I told Navin, if he was so 
cheap, he could take the fifty-five hundred out of my salary.”4 
The Tigers ultimately obtained Neun in 1925 to serve as a 
pinch-hitter and backup first baseman. 

Cobb imparted his encyclopedic knowledge of base-stealing 
technique to Neun. Although never exceptionally fast, John-
ny became competent on the base paths. The Detroit skip-
per quickly noted Neun’s quick mind and keen baseball sense. 
Cobb usually directed hitters and base runners from the third-
base coaching box. In his absence, he felt comfortable assigning 
Johnny to handle the duty. Neun hit .267 in 60 games for the 
fourth-place Tigers.

Johnny led the American League with 12 pinch hits in 1926, 
batting an overall .298 in 97 games, as Detroit fell to sixth 
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place in Cobb’s last season with the team. Years later, Neun 
commented to sportswriter Bob Maisel regarding his tenure 
with Cobb: “I didn’t find him that tough to play for. He didn’t 
offer too much to the younger players like me, but if you asked 
him something, he’d talk as long as you wanted to listen.”5 

Former major-league player (and umpire) George Moriarity, 
assumed the managership of the Tigers in 1927. The club was 
in seventh place when the Cleveland Indians arrived to play a 
series over the Decoration Day holiday. On Monday, May 30 
at Forbes Field in Pittsburgh, Chicago Cubs shortstop Johnny 
Cooney turned an unassisted triple play.

On Tuesday May 31, “Detroit players were having breakfast 
together and reading about Cooney’s unassisted triple play.”6 
Johnny Neun rhetorically asked his teammates: “I wonder how 
long it will be before anybody makes another one.”7

Suiting up in the locker room, Neun studied several news-
paper accounts of the story, mentally role-playing scenarios 
enabling a first baseman to accomplish such a feat. That after-
noon, Neun indeed executed an extremely rare, game-ending 
unassisted triple play. It was the seventh in baseball history; the 
second by a first baseman.

The game was a classic pitchers duel, pitting Detroit right-
hander Rip Collins, against Cleveland left-hander Garland 
Buckeye. The Tigers clung to a 1-0 lead in the ninth inning, 
courtesy of a first-inning RBI single by Heinie Manush.

Cleveland was down to its final three outs when left-hand-
ed-hitting Glenn Myatt pinch-hit for Buckeye. Myatt lashed 
a sharp single over the head of shortstop Jackie Tavener; lefty-
hitting Charley Jamison followed by singling Myatt to second. 

Left-handed-hitting Homer Summa smacked a wicked line 
drive that was gloved by Neun for the first out. Jamison started 
back to first as Neun tagged him for out No. 2. Myatt, believ-
ing the liner was a hit, had already rounded second and was en 
route to third; his hurried attempt back to second was foiled, as 
Neun outraced him to the bag, completing the unassisted triple 
play. The hometown crowd cheered wildly, as the Tigers capped 
an exciting 1-0 victory.

“Neun accepted his honors with becoming modesty.”8 John-
ny remarked to the press: “I got a little more publicity on it, 
because the play came at the psychological moment; in the 
ninth inning with the score 1-0 in our favor.”9 The Detroit News 
reported: “Johnny Neun is not the only first baseman in his-
tory to make an unassisted triple play, but Neun’s play against 
Cleveland on May 31, 1927, carried more dramatic effect than 
any other ever made in baseball.”10 

As the years passed, elite storyteller Johnny Neun delighted 
in flavoring variations of the tale. A popular version had short-
stop Jackie Tavener  urging him to throw the ball for an easier 
third out. Neun further dramatized the tale by purportedly re-
plying: “No, I’m running it into the Hall of Fame.”11 “The ball 
and glove used by Neun that day in 1927 are bronzed and part 
of the collection at baseball’s Hall of Fame Museum in Coo-
perstown New York.”12 

Johnny stole five bases on July 9, 1927 in a contest against the 

Johnny Neun with Yankees (Detroit Athletic Club photo)

u Continued on Page 12

New York Yankees. Four days later, he stole home twice (one 
at each end of a double-header) against the Washington Sena-
tors. Neun described his philosophy on the base paths: “Base 
running consists of paying minute attention to detail, watching 
the pitcher for tip-offs in his delivery, knowing just how far you 
can stray from the bag in safety, rounding the corners without 
too much loss of ground and keeping a book on the outfielders, 
the ones that can throw and the ones that can’t.”13 The Tigers 
finished fourth in 1927, as Neun hit .324 in 79 games. 

An appendicitis attack limited Johnny’s playing time in 1928 
to 36 games. After hitting .213, he was placed on waivers, lead-
ing to his acquisition by the AA Baltimore Orioles. 

Playing close to home in 1929 agreed with Johnny, as he 
hit International League pitching at a .330 clip. The numbers 
prompted the Boston Braves to draft Neun from the Orioles 
on October 7, 1929. With the Braves in 1930, Johnny hit Na-
tional League pitching at a .325 pace in 85 games while ad-
equately backing up veteran first baseman George Sisler.

Returning to his hometown, Johnny resumed his offseason 
job as sportswriter/soccer editor at the Baltimore Evening Sun. 
In the newspaper office, he met Harminia Grae Warehime 
from the advertising department; the couple married in 1930.

Returning to Boston for a second season in 1931, Johnny 
slumped to .221 in 79 games under skipper Bill McKechnie. 
The Braves sold Johnny’s contract to the New York Yankees on 
December 1, 1931. The Yankees were aware of Johnny’s base-
ball acumen, his leadership skills and how his speaking pro-
jected intelligence and authority. The New York club planned 
to use him as a player-coach before grooming him for a mana-
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gerial role. Assigned to the International League Newark Bears 
in 1932, Johnny hit .341 in 159 games. Returning to Newark in 
1933, he hit .309 as a player-coach, followed by .255 in 1934.

The Yanks promoted Neun to Class C Akron (Mid-Atlantic 
League) for the 1935 season. There, he was field manager and 
general manager, with the additional responsibilities of sched-
uling travel, arranging accommodations and coordinating bus 
routes. It was not unusual for the team to travel several hun-
dred miles after night games.

Johnny reflected on those days and the joys of bus travel: 
“The only privilege the manager had at Akron was to sit in the 
front seat of the bus. The fellow who sat down with me always 
seemed to be the pitcher who got banged for seven or eight 
runs in the first inning. While the manager tried to catch a 
snooze, a young pitcher would nudge the skipper and ask: what 
was I doing wrong out there?”14 

Neun developed a pantomime routine, illustrating the im-
possible task of getting a good night’s sleep==while traveling 
by bus or train. Performed using two chairs and a suitcase as 
props, the act delighted audiences and was considered good 
enough to make a professional entertainer envious. Over the 
years, he fine-tuned the routine and used it to entertain hospi-
talized troops during the Second World War

Moving up to Piedmont League with the Class B Norfolk 
Tides, Neun won pennants in 1936 and 1937. This warranted 
the prestige of succeeding Newark Bears skipper Ossie Vitt, 
following the team’s legendary 1937 season (109-43). Under 
Neun’s leadership, the club repeated as International League 
champion in 1938 despite losing several key players, to the ma-
jor leagues. Neun remained the Bears manager until the end of 
the 1941 season.

Johnny copped another pennant in 1942, as skipper of the 
Kansas City Blues in the American Association. He was there 
until 1944, when he joined the Yankees coaching staff, replac-
ing the recently retired Earl Combs. Johnny came to the parent 
club with a reputation as “an intense student of the game, a 
hard worker; but regularly lapses into the role of comedian. He 
is a hard loser; has always fought to win and instills the will to 
win in his players.”15 

An unofficial duty assigned to Neun was accompanying Joe 
McCarthy on speaking engagements. McCarthy disliked ad-
dressing audiences at civic meetings, club events and hospital 
visits. Marse Joe preferred turning the festivities over to John-
ny-- “who’d entertain with a ready smile, winning personality 
and gift for story-telling.”16 

On May 26, 1946, McCarthy informed Yankees president/
GM Larry MacPhail of his intention to step down as skip-
per, allegedly following doctor’s orders. Coach Bill Dickey took 
over as manager but didn’t last the season. Dickey’s September 
exit opened the door for Neun to serve as the Yankees interim 
manager; Bucky Harris had already been signed to run the club 
in 1947.

In the National League, Cincinnati Reds GM Warren Giles 
felt the heat from upper management over losing seasons and 

a dwindling fan base. Manager Bill McKechnie ran the club 
from 1938 to 1946; winning two pennants and one World Se-
ries. McKechnie’s fate was sealed following a seventh-place 
finish in 1945 and sixth place in 1946. McKechnie respected 
Neun as an excellent baseball man and recommended his for-
mer player to Giles as his replacement. Giles inquired about 
Neun’s availability and received a thumbs-up from the Yankees.

The Reds’ spring training site in 1947 was Tampa, Fla. New 
skipper Johnny Neun had barely unpacked his bags when he 
reinstituted a training technique from his playing days, the 
sliding pit. “If I can get this club to run, if I can get it to fight 
and hustle through every game, the rest of my job will pretty 
nearly take care of itself.”17 Staff ace Ewell Blackwell posted 
a 22-win season, leading the team to fifth place and a 73-81 
record. 

1948 became a different story, as discontent festered in the 
Reds clubhouse. Temperamental shortstop Eddie Miller was 
the primary cause, annoyed by Neun’s jockeying of positions 
in trying to find a winning combination. Arm woes affected 
Blackwell, further contributing to the club’s fall to seventh 
place. The skipper ultimately pays the price; 100 games into 
the season, Neun was replaced by Bucky Walters. The club had 
a record of 44-56 under Johnny’s leadership. Neun later ad-
mitted not being fond of managing, claiming it overtaxed his 
nervous system. 

Returning to the Yankees organization in 1949, Neun served 
as a scout and player development specialist. Johnny was ap-
pointed director of scouting potential World Series opponents; 
he played down his importance in that role. “For 16 years, I 
wrote the book on the Yankees World Series opponent. I was 
part of a team that did the scouting, but I actually wrote the 
book because as an ex-sportswriter, I was the only one who 
knew how to use a typewriter.”18  Yankees outfielder Tommy 
Henrich commented on the notes on the 1950 Phillies: “It was 
the best scouting job I’ve ever seen. I had to marvel at the book 
they had on the Philly hitters. It was detailed and just about 
perfect.”19 

Neun left the Yankees organization in 1969 to head the 
Kansas City Royals innovative baseball academy. Young play-
ers were provided thorough instruction, as Neun painstakingly 
taught them to see and do things others missed. “His ability 
to think in today’s version of the game is the most interesting 
thing about him. It’s amazing and rare how his outlook has 
changed along with baseball. All of which gives him a special 
quality of relating to the players.”20

Neun went on to become an instrumental part of the Mil-
waukee Brewers system as a scout and instructor. Each spring, 
he’d travel from Baltimore to the Milwaukee Brewers training 
camp, suit up upon arrival and begin working with the young 
players, right up to the age of 88. 

Brewers general manager Harry Dalton commented: “He 
was one of the finest men I have known. He took exceptional 

u Continued on Page 13
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care of himself, which is why he was coaching in our minor-
league camp. He never drank or smoked and wouldn’t allow 
himself to put on weight. He respected modern players and 
was never jealous of the salaries. Truly a joy to know, respect 
and yes, even revere.”21

A medical exam in February 1990 revealed that Johnny was 
suffering from pancreatic cancer. After a brief hospital stay, he 
passed away on March 28, 1990 at the age of 89; he’s buried at 
Immanuel German Lutheran Cemetery in Baltimore. Johnny’s 
beloved wife Harminia passed away in Baltimore on December 
6, 1974; the couple had no children.

Contemporaries of Johnny Neun never heard him refer to 
the game, or anyone connected with it, in negative terms. “How 
could I ever say anything bad about baseball? I’m just a little 
guy from Baltimore who has been able to have a good life be-
cause of this great game. Everything I have I owe to baseball. 
I’ve never done anything else. It has given me a great deal.”22 
“And it can be said without even the slightest doubt, that ev-
erything baseball gave to Johnny Neun, he gave back.”23

Thanks to the National Baseball Hall of Fame, for sharing the 
content of Neun’s player file. Vital information was obtained 
from baseball-referance.com, retrosheet.org, sabrbioproject.org 
and ancestry.com. The Sporting News, accessed through sabr.org 
also provided important details.
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Did You Know? 
The Philadelphia Phillies (1883-2017) are historically 

the worst franchise in the game.  Their record of 9,664-
10,837 (.471 winning %) leaves them 1,173 games below 
.500.  If the Phillies won 100 games a year, it would take 
them approximately 31 seasons averaging 100-62 to get to 
.500.  Or, if they averaged a record of 90-72, it would take 
them 66 seasons to get to sea level.

Alternatively, the New York Yankees (1903-2017) 
are 10,175-7,719 (.569 winning %), which makes them 
2,456 games over .500.  They would have to lose 100 
games a year for 65 consecutive seasons to get all the way 
down to the break-even mark.

(Courtesy of Peter Coolbaugh)

The Voice of the Fan: Who Was Your First Favorite Player? 
We were all baseball fans before we were SABR members. 
This is your chance to weigh in as a fan. The question posed 

to the bleachers was “Who was your first favorite player?”
Your answers: 

• Ray Boone
Francis Kinlaw--He was very productive for my beloved De-

troit Tigers in the mid-1950s after they acquired him from the 
Cleveland Indians in 1953.
• Jose Canseco

Peter Coolbaugh--I was late getting into baseball, and he 
was the biggest name circa 1988.  My brother and I were huge 
Oakland fans at the time.
• Del Ennis

Ruth Sadler—He was on my first baseball card, a double (or 
triple) from an older cousin.
• Charlie Gehringer

Bob Byrnes—He’s my uncle.
• Mickey Mantle

Fred Glueckstein--While growing up in the Bronx, I always 
anticipated Mick coming to the plate at the Stadium and ex-
pecting him to hit a home run. 
• Roger Maris

Cort Vitty--As a 10-year-old Yankee fan from New Jersey, 
I witnessed several Maris home runs at Yankee Stadium and 
watched him run down impossible flyballs and then nail run-
ners with his rifle arm.  
• Duke Snider

Al Arrighi--Can there be anyone else?
• Ted Williams

Mark Millikin—When I was 6 in Boston in 1957, he led the 
AL with a .388 batting average. 

Next question: What team do you root for, and why in 25 
words or less. Email to r68sadler@earthlink.net.
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