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Comments from the Chair 
����

Andy McCue 
4025 Beechwood Place, Riverside, CA 92506 

909-787-4954 (home); agmccue44@earthlink.net (e-mail)  
 
 Even though I couldn't stick around for the Committee meeting in 
Denver, I was there for the big news. 
 Outgoing SABR President Claudia Perry donated $2000 to The 
Baseball Index (TBI), for which I expressed our thanks several times. 
Claudia recently sold a house and decided to donate some of the prof-
its to SABR.  I cleverly happened to be sitting next to her when she 
decided to announce her decision and thus her mind turned to the 
Bibliography Committee.  I'd like to think that's good management, 
but … 
 Unfortunately, I missed the Committee meeting due to some health 
problems but did have a chance to talk to such stalwarts as Bernie 
Esser, Joe Murphy, Skip McAfee, Jim Lannen, Rich Arpi, and Bobby 
Plapinger before I left. 
 SABR Executive Director John Zajc ably chaired the meeting and 
made the points I would have made.  We haven't had any indexes 
produced for important baseball books published without them for 
more than a year.  This project has been a very valuable contribution 
by Committee members over the years. Our indexes have been 
picked up and used in aseveral reprints, including the continuing 
reprinting of the Putnam team histories by Southern Illinois Univer-
sity Press. 
 I'd like to welcome two new Committee members: 
 David Southwick of South Boston (765 East Broadway, Boston, 
MA 02127-2345; soxpapers@hotmail.com).  David is interested in 
record books, guides, annuals, yearbooks, team publications, and 
team histories.  We hope to get him involved in TBI. 
 Paul Adomites. a prodigal son who has returned (1139 Route 38, 
Emlentown, PA 16373; padomites@ccybernet.com).  Paul is a former 
SABR publications director who pushed the late, lamented SABR 
Review of Books and, when SABR dropped that for financial reasons, 
Paul produced Cooperstown Review. 
 Those of you who couldn't make it to Denver missed a great con-
vention.  Make plans for Cincinnati next year. 
 
 

Annual Report of the 
Bibliography Committee, 2002-2003 

 
Andy McCue 

Chair, SABR Bibliography Committee 
 

 The Bibliography Committee was founded in 1983 by Frank 
Phelps and seeks to discover, organize, and provide information 
about books and other research materials that might be of interest to 
SABR members and other baseball researchers.  The Committee has 
63 members working on a variety of projects. 
 

 The Committee’s major project, The Baseball Index (TBI), had its 
first full year of Internet availability during the past year.  The Web 
site (www.baseballindex.org) became available on the Internet on 
May 27, 2002.  As of May 26, 2003, the site had seen more than two 
million hits and more than 60,000 visitors. 
 When it opened, TBI contained about 175,000 citations to books, 
articles, book sections, videos, art works, sound recordings, and other 
items.  A researcher can search TBI for references to a player, um-
pire, owner, or executive.  It can be researched for terms, such as 
Baker Bowl or Cotton States League or umpire baiting or changeups.  
More than 2000 separate terms are included as well as the names of 
leagues, stadiums, and baseball groups. 
 In the past year, the number of items cataloged for TBI rose to 
nearly 200,000.  An initially cumbersome data entry system has been 
greatly improved.  Steve Milman, Skip McAfee, Jim Lannen, and Joe 
Murphy provided the financial donations that made this enhancement 
possible.  Daniel Levine and his team at DMLCo. did their usual fine 
Web site design work at the (thankfully) usual SABR discount.  Mur-
phy, Milman, Ron Kaplan, Bill Ivimey, and Maxwell Kates were 
major volunteers in cataloging and providing new items for the data-
base.  TBI’s inspiration and manager Ted Hathaway, and Andy 
McCue, continue to oversee the project. 
 While TBI is the Committee’s major effort, other projects con-
tinue.  Two long-time members continued to produce the Commit-
tee’s two longest-running projects.  Skip McAfee has edited the 
Committee’s newsletter since 1988 and continues to seek improve-
ments.  Book reviews from Terry Smith and other Committee mem-
bers highlight the newsletter.  
 Rich Arpi started his 16th year of researching and editing Current 
Baseball Publications (CBP), the quarterly listing since 1986 of 
baseball books and periodicals.  CBP has been mounted on SABR’s 
Web page to make it more accessible to all SABR members.  CBP, 
along with the Committee’s newsletters and book reviews, are avail-
able at: http://sabrbib.home.mindspring.com 
 The Committee is still seeking ways to turn some of its older, pa-
per research into Web-available documents.  This is especially true of 
Frank Phelps’ The Index to The Sporting News Baseball Registers; 
1940-1995.  Jim Lannen has had some success with early research 
guides and SABR’s headquarters office is making progress on the 
Phelps Index. 
 Southern Illinois University Press continued its program of repub-
lishing the Putnam team histories with indexes provided by Commit-
tee members.  The Boston Red Sox (1947) and The Pittsburgh Pirates 
(1948), both authored by Frederick G. Lieb and indexed by Jack 
Carlson, were reprinted this year, bringing the total of team histories 
to seven.  The Cleveland Indians (1949) by Franklin Lewis (indexed 
by Bob Boynton) and The Baltimore Orioles (1955) by Lieb (indexed 
by John Spalding) are scheduled to be published in 2004. 
 
 
 
According to sports announcer Bill Stern, Abraham Lincoln’s last 
words were whispered to Abner Doubleday: “Keep baseball going.  
The coutnry needs it.” 
 

BIBLIOGRAPHY COMMITTEE NEWSLETTER 



  

Spirit of the Times 
 

 There were three distinctly separate Spirit of the Times: A Chroni-
cle of the Turf, Field Sports, Literature and the Stage, and for 21 
months (10 Sept.1859 to 22 June 1861) they were published concur-
rently in New York, each under a different management.  There were 
no mergers of the three.  Many union catalog listings are erroneous 
and misleading regarding the history and name changes of these pub-
lications.  The following is a short history. 
 
Spirit of the Times (“Old Spirit”).  
 10 Dec. 1831 to 22 June 1861 (v.1-31, no.20) 
 founder: William T. Porter 
 first issue typeset by Horace Greeley (one of his first printing gigs) 
 original title: Spirit of the Times and Life in New York 
 title variation: New York Spirit of the Times (1834?-1837) 
 Porter gave “decided lift to the game of base ball in the 1850s” 
 published the first box scores & “dope” stories 
 labeled baseball “the national game” 
 
Porter’s Spirit of the Times 
 6 Sept. 1856 to 17 Aug. 1861 (v.10, no.26) 
 founders: William T. Porter (died 1858) & George Wilkes 
 Wilkes left after quarreling with his partners in 1859 
 
Wilkes’ Spirit of the Times 
 10 Sept. 1859 to 27 June 1868 (v.18, no.19) 
 founder: George Wilkes (after angrily leaving Porter’s) 
 Wilkes purposely printed erroneous volume & issue numbers 
 title changed 4 July 1868 
 
Spirit of the Times 
 4 July 1868 (v.18, no.1) to 13 Dec. 1902 (v.144, no.23) 
 formerly Wilkes’ Spirit of the Times 
 baseball coverage essentially disappeared in 1875 
 title changed to Spirit of the Times and New York Sportsman 
      on 7 May 1892 
 absorbed by another publication in 1902 
 
Source: Collins, Carvel  (Second Quarter 1946)  Bibliographical 
Notes.  Papers of the Bibliographical Society of America, v.40, 
p.164-168. 
 
Bob Timmermann and Ted Hathaway contributed information to this 
summary. 

 
Book Review 
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Leverett T. (Terry) Smith 
North Carolina Wesleyan College, Rocky Mount, NC 27804 

 
BREAKING THE SLUMP: Baseball in the Depression Era 
Charles C. Alexander.  New York: Columbia Univ, Press, 2002. 
$29.95   
 
 Breaking the Slump is Alexander’s fifth book about baseball, fol-
lowing biographies of Ty Cobb, John McGraw, and Rogers Hornsby, 
and Our Game, a brief history of baseball focusing on the major 
leagues.  Breaking the Slump is a different sort of book, concerned as 
it is with a specific moment in the sport’s history, one defined by the 
history of the culture at large.  Because Alexander begins with gen-
eral history, baseball is not the context but is presented in a larger 
context.  This is an academic book with the usual paraphernalia: 
notes, a select bibliography, an index, and 16 pages of photographs. 
 Alexander describes his purpose (p.x) quite simply and directly: 
“What I’ve wanted to do in this book is to convey a sense of what 

baseball was like in those hard times.”  Though he focuses on major 
league baseball, he tries also “not to lose sight of the minor leagues” 
(p.x).  For the most part, the treatment is chronological, though there 
is a general introduction and a chapter, late in the book, “which looks 
at the lives of professional ballplayers” (p.xi).  This is followed by a 
single chapter on the Negro leagues. 
 Each of the seven chronological chapters follows a similar pattern. 
Chapter 4, for instance, called “The Leanest Year, 1933”, begins with 
a focus on the economics of the baseball business and a summary of 
the events of the off-season.  There follows a section covering spring 
training that also reminds readers of the Roosevelt inauguration, the 
bank holiday, the repeal of prohibition, and the general culture of 
poverty, and their effect on baseball.  Following sections include 
those on the American and National league seasons, the initial All-
Star Game in Chicago, an account of the World Series, and finally 
post-season events, in this case Larry MacPhail’s arrival in Cincin-
nati, the continuing dismantling of the Philadelphia Athletics, and the 
major- and minor-league meetings. 
 “Baseball Lives”, a chapter that describes the lives of ballplayers 
in the 1930s, exemplifies the focus of the book: the players them-
selves.  It begins by underlining the negative aspects of a baseball 
career: an expensive way of life that did not prepare the player for a 
post-baseball career or for retirement.  Alexander notes that three bad 
habits (smoking, drinking, and chasing women) were enthusiastically 
pursued by many.  He describes the limited education and working-
class backgrounds of many, but also notes that the number of “col-
lege men” rose throughout the decade.  He deals with ethnicity and 
ethnic stereotyping and with the geographic origins of players, noting 
that “by the 1930s a substantial shift toward the south and west had 
taken place” (p.195).  He briefly considers off-season employment of 
ballplayers.  At the chapter’s end, he lists memories of some of the 
agonies of the life: “an inviolate reserve clause, no pension benefits, 
and, perhaps most vividly, no air conditioning” (p.199).  This leads 
him to consider several career minor leaguers and to the fact “that 
just about everybody within all-white Organized Baseball had it bet-
ter than ballplayers on the other side of the color line” (p.203). 
 A chapter on the Negro leagues follows. In his preface, Alexander 
worries about devoting only a single chapter to this subject, perhaps 
because it understates the importance of the Negro leagues in the 
history of baseball and perhaps because it effectively “ghettoizes” 
black baseball (p.x-xi).  Actually, Alexander’s treatment of African-
Americans in baseball during the 1930s is broader than this single 
chapter on the Negro leagues.  He treats the subject in his introduc-
tion and also in his handling of the post-season barnstorming tours, 
which often involved both black and white players.  The problem in 
acknowledging the importance of the Negro leagues, I suspect, is our 
tendency to view all of baseball through the lens of the major-league 
game.  Are there better ways to understand the game?  What if we 
made the Negro leagues (and the minor leagues) the focus and kept 
the majors in the background?  There might be some sense in doing 
this, since many of the changes that began in the thirties began there 
rather than in the majors.  Or perhaps a more international perspec-
tive would be sensible, particularly looking at United States baseball 
in the context of baseball in the Caribbean, Mexico, and Japan.  One 
thing seems sure: a focus on major-league baseball will result in the 
Negro leagues getting less treatment than their importance merits. 
 For now, Breaking the Slump is the best introduction to the game 
in the 1930s.  And I’ve just learned that it’s this year’s Seymour 
Award medal winner.  Well played, Charles Alexander! 
 
 
“Nothing flatters me more than to have it assumed that I could write 
prose—unless it be to have it assumed that I once pitched baseball 
with distinction.” (Robert Frost, 1937) 
 

 



  

Book Review 
����

Stew Thornley 
1082 Lovell Avenue, Roseville, MN 55113-4419 

 
BATTER UP!  Celebrating a Century of Minnesota Baseball 
Ross Bernstein.  Minneapolis: Nodin Press, 2002.  160p.  $25.95  
 
 Ross Bernstein is a young man with many positive qualities.  
He is extremely personable.  He has great ability in the areas 
of entrepreneurship and promotion.  Unfortunately, his skills 
do not include writing, and this quickly becomes apparent to 
anyone reading any of his books on Minnesota sports history. 
 What may not be as apparent is his lack of careful research.  Bern-
steins’s latest book, Batter-Up!, is so full of factual errors that I can-
not recommend it to any segment of any audience, not the casual fan 
and certainly not anyone who needs to rely on it for accurate informa-
tion.   
 It appears that the author accepts anything he finds or that is told to 
him without feeling the need to check facts.  Any serious researcher 
knows that stories told by former players, especially when they’re 
recalled many years later, are suspect and that details must be 
checked.  The same is true with retrospective articles written decades 
after the fact.  Bernstein does not seem to know this or, even worse, 
does not seem to care. 
 Breakdowns in basic editing add to the overall sloppiness of Bat-
ter-Up!  I’m sure Bernstein knows that the Twins played the St. 
Louis Cardinals, not the Atlanta Braves, in the 1987 World Series.  
Yet he fails to catch his statement on page 45 that Kent Hrbek hit a 
grand-slam home run in the sixth game of the 1987 World Series 
against Atlanta.  It would be understandable if such errors were the 
exception; unfortunately, they are far too frequent. 
 Most readers will quickly recognize the mistake regarding Hrbek’s 
grand slam.  But will they recognize the many other errors, such as 
the claim that Hall of Famer Eddie Collins managed the Minneapolis 
Millers in 1909 (page 15) when it was really Hall of Famer Jimmy 
Collins?  Or that Lefty Grove pitched for the St. Paul Saints in 1930 
when it was a different Hall of Famer, Lefty Gomez (page 25)?  
These are hardly minor mix-ups; they are significant mistakes that 
signify both a lack of effort and an absence of concern for getting 
things right. 
 Bernstein has now completed the circuit on the major sports, al-
ready having written similar volumes on hockey, football, and bas-
ketball, each coming out one year after the other.  Such works require 
more than a few months of information gathering and fact checking, 
but if one doesn’t bother with the latter, it is possible to churn out 
these books on an annual basis.  
 There were certain enjoyable parts of Batter-Up!  It is loaded with 
photos, which may be the main reason for someone to get the book.  
Although he offers few details of Richard Brookins, Bernstein does 
tell the story of this apparent African-American playing with Fargo in 
the Northern League in 1908, nearly 40 years before Jackie Robinson 
broke the color barrier with the Montreal Royals in 1946.  (Bernstein 
also points out that Robinson was the first black in the major leagues 
in the 20th century, not the first black ever in the majors, nicely avoid-
ing an error made by many others.)  There have been a few articles 
written about Brookins, who had played two seasons in Green Bay 
before coming to Fargo, but the story has often been ignored, and I 
appreciate Bernstein bringing it to light. 
 Bernstein has interviewed many people for the book.  Some are 
listed in the acknowledgements, but it would be nice if they were 
individually listed in the bibliography.  The interviews add a lot, 
particularly in the sidebars on various Minnesota baseball personali-
ties, which include comments from the interviewees about their 
peers.  Once again, however, as with retrospective articles, Bernstein 
does not seem to understand nor care enough about the need to check 
details acquired from these sources. 

 This review actually derived from a request from a fellow reviewer 
for an assessment of the accuracy of Batter-Up!  Since I was some-
what familiar with Bernstein’s earlier books, I expected to find some, 
perhaps many, errors.  Even so, I was unprepared for how bad it 
would be.  I went through only the first 61 pages of the 160-page 
book, the sections on the history of baseball in Minnesota, Minneapo-
lis Millers, St. Paul Saints, and Minnesota Twins.  I did not do it with 
a baseball encyclopedia at my side, checking every item and trying to 
find mistakes.  No, I did not have to look that closely.  Had I done so, 
undoubtedly I would have found more.  But even by noting only the 
mistakes I knew to be incorrect in barely 35 percent of his book, I 
filled nine pages of a legal pad with such notations.  By the way, no 
matter how “sure” I was that a detail in Bernstein’s book was incor-
rect, I did my own fact checking to confirm it as such. 
 The remaining chapters, which I merely scanned, cover the North-
ern League, high-school and college baseball, and town ball.  Bern-
stein told me he has more confidence in the accuracy of these sec-
tions since he relied, in part, on information found in media guides or 
received from sports information directors.  I will leave it to other 
researchers and reviewers to verify or refute this assessment. 
 In his introduction, Bernstein explains that “the epiphany behind 
Batter-Up! was to celebrate the wonderful heritage of baseball that 
we, as Minnesotans, so dearly love and respect.”  I believe he means 
purpose, not epiphany, but he is right that many of us love and re-
spect baseball.  I certainly do, and while I like Ross Bernstein per-
sonally, I deeply love baseball and am bothered when I see it defiled. 
 As troubled as I am by the quality of the book, I remind myself 
that neither literary vandalism nor butchering of baseball history is a 
crime.  The proper response, of course, is for someone—a reviewer, 
reporter, or anyone else—to bring the issues to light.  That’s what this 
review is about. 
 I spoke directly to Bernstein about his book before completing this 
review.  As I saw how flawed the book was, I felt it was important to 
give him a chance to respond.  This process was helpful as I was able 
to learn what some of his sources were and also to confirm some of 
the things that I had suspected, such as his frequent reliance on retro-
spective articles or interviews without going back to original sources 
to check details.   
 In our conversations, Bernstein claimed that accuracy is important 
to him.  However, his actions—or rather inactions in terms of check-
ing facts—belie the claim.  For example, Bernstein admits relying 
exclusively on a 1953 retrospective article by Don Riley regarding 
the 1920 Little World Series rather than reading game stories from 
1920 newspapers.  Had Bernstein taken the time to go through con-
temporary news accounts, he may have gotten the details correct. 
 And for his account of the 1906 riot at Nicollet Park, he used only 
George A. Barton’s 1957 book, My Lifetime in Sports, as his source.  
Barton, a longtime Minneapolis newspaper columnist, provides in-
correct details of the melee and includes some ridiculous hyperbole—
all passed on by Bernstein. 
 Bernstein also perpetuates a myth about the Millers’ Andy Oyler 
and a two-foot home run, a story Bernstein admits he got from a 1966 
article reprinted in a commemorative booklet issued at the time the 
Metrodome opened in 1982.  He said he assumed anything in such a 
booklet would be accurate. Even a novice researcher would know 
better than to make such an assumption. 
 Bernstein told me he blames the many errors, in part, on “conflict-
ing sources of information,” adding that some of the mistakes were a 
result of information that “must have been recorded wrong in many 
sources.”  As noted in the previous paragraphs, it doesn’t appear that 
he checks enough sources to come across many (or even any) that 
conflict.  Beyond that, while conflicting sources are the bane of all 
historians, any decent researcher can reconcile the conflicts much 
better than he has.   
 Often, Bernstein’s own accounts are conflicting as, on numerous 
occasions, he contradicts himself.  For example, on page 44, Bern-
stein says Kent Hrbek’s home run, in his major league debut in 1981, 



  

was in the 10th inning.  On the next page, he says it was in the 12th 
inning.  (The latter is correct.) 
 On page 53, Bernstein contradicts himself in the same paragraph, 
first saying that Kirby Puckett signed a new contract with the Twins 
in 1992 before the season started.  A few sentences later, he says the 
signing occurred December 4.  The latter is correct.  Puckett signed 
his new contract after, not before, the 1992 season. 
 On page 12, he describes the score of the first game between Min-
neapolis and St. Paul, as 11-0.  He gets it correct two pages later, this 
time identifying the score as 4-0. 
 On page 22, Bernstein contradicts himself on how Charles Co-
miskey came to St. Paul.  He first says that Comiskey purchased the 
Western League Sioux City franchise in 1894 and moved it to St. 
Paul for the following season.  (This is essentially correct, although 
it’s not clear if he actually purchased and moved the Sioux City fran-
chise or if he was granted a new franchise in St. Paul after Sioux City 
was dropped by the Western League.)  However, earlier on page 22, 
Bernstein says that the 1884 St. Paul team, which played in both the 
Northwestern League and Union Association that season, “was 
owned by a gentleman named Charles Comiskey.” 
 Overall, his account of Comiskey and his role in St. Paul baseball 
is horribly bollixed as he does far more than just get a few details 
wrong.  This is almost certainly not the result of conflicting sources, 
and, even if it is, the errors are ones that could quickly be rectified by 
checking any baseball encyclopedia. 
 Bernstein garbles dates and details of Comiskey’s transfer of the 
St. Paul team to Chicago.  This move took place after the 1899 sea-
son although, on page 23, Bernstein says the move occurred in 1901.  
He then writes that Comiskey had to build a ballpark on the south 
side of Chicago to avoid competition with the Cubs, “who played on 
the North Side at Wrigley Field”.  The ballpark that eventually be-
came known as Wrigley Field did not open until 1914.  Bernstein 
adds: “But, as usual, Comiskey got the last laugh, erecting a state-of-
the-art stadium bearing his name and then winning the AL title that 
very next year.  His White Sox have played there ever since.”  
Wrong, wrong, wrong!  The state-of-the-art park that bore Co-
miskey’s name was not built until 1910, and the White Sox have not 
played there ever since.  In 1991, the team moved into a new stadium, 
which was also known as Comiskey Park until 2003, when it took the 
name U.S. Cellular Field. 
 I seriously doubt that any other source says Comiskey Park or 
Wrigley Field opened as early as 1901 or that the original Comiskey 
Park is still being used.  What is frightening, however, is that a future 
researcher might use Bernstein’s book as a definitive source, just as 
Bernstein’s has used Barton’s book, and pass on this type of misin-
formation.  One hopes that no one could be that careless, but Bern-
stein himself has already proven this notion to be false. 
 Bernstein commented to me that many of the inaccuracies in his 
book were ones that few people, such as myself, would be aware of, 
and that most people wouldn’t know to be false.  That’s the point.  
The problem is not the readers who will recognize the inaccuracies, 
but those who won’t.  Bernstein complains of “conflicting sources” 
and bad information, but all his book does is greatly add to the mo-
rass of misinformation already out there. 
 Beyond the inaccuracies is the writing, which includes far more 
than its share of poor punctuation and strange styles (even the title: 
since when does the term “batter up” have a hyphen in it?), clichés 
(especially frequent use of the phrases “when all is said and done” 
and “the rest, as they say, is history”), typographical errors (a passed 
ball is referred to as a “past ball” on page 61, Bill Veeck is spelled 
“Bill Veek” on page 28, and Tacoma is spelled “Takomah” on page 
31), and juvenile prose (he refers to a bases-loaded home run at the 
Metrodome as “a grand salami at the humpty-dump” on page 8), as 
well as some sentences that make no sense, such as (on page 6), 
“while driving in 100-plus RBIs.”  “RBI” stands for run batted in.  A 
hitter may drive in a run, but he doesn’t drive in a run batted in.   
 Batter-Up! is not only painful to try to read because of the poor 
writing, it is difficult because of the small type that, on some pages, 

runs the entire width of the page.  On most, but not all, of the pages, 
the text is broken into columns, something that is necessary with a 
book that has a trim size of 9½ x 12.  Regardless of whether a page 
contains one or two columns, on many the text on the inside margins 
runs right into the gutter of the book, rendering it unreadable.  
 Regarding the inaccuracies, some are minor, such as saying 
Harmon Killebrew was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame on 
January 10, 1984 (he was elected in January 1984 but not inducted 
until that summer), but many—such as the misidentification of 
Jimmy Collins and Lefty Gomez, noted earlier—are not. 
 Here is a sampling, but not an exhaustive list, of errors. 
 Page 10.  Bernstein writes: “Since the dawn of time, it has been 
widely accepted that Major General Abner Doubleday invented the 
game [of baseball] while he was a cadet stationed at West Point, New 
York.”  Where does one begin with this sentence?  First, it was not 
since the dawn of time; it was not even since 1893, the year Double-
day died.  It was only since the release of a report in late 1907/early 
1908 by a commission formed by sporting goods magnate Albert G. 
Spalding for the purpose of proving that baseball had originated in 
the United States, regardless of the facts.  And Bernstein even messes 
up the canard put forward by this commission, which claimed that 
Doubleday invented the game in Cooperstown, New York, not West 
Point.  While it may indeed be widely accepted that Doubleday in-
vented baseball, it should be pointed out by Bernstein (if he actually 
knows better) that this is nothing more than a myth. 
 Page 11. Bernstein writes: “In 1884 professional baseball came to 
the Gopher State when the Northwestern League, a professional, 
minor league was formed with teams from Minneapolis, St. Paul, 
Winona, Duluth, and Stillwater, as well as six other teams from Illi-
nois, Indiana, Wisconsin, and Michigan. The Duluth Jayhawks won 
the Northwestern League title that year with a 46-33 record.”  Duluth 
did not even have a team in the Northwestern League in 1884.  It was 
in 1886 when Duluth won the Northwestern League championship 
with a 46-33 record.  Also, the 1884 Northwestern League was not 
formed with a team in Winona.  Winona didn’t enter the league until 
August, following the folding of many of the original teams. 
  Page 12. Bernstein offers a poor and inaccurate description of the 
Union Association of 1884.  He provides the names of eight teams, 
stating that two dropped out, allowing St. Paul and Milwaukee to take 
their place.  Wilmington, the team that disbanded to make room for 
St. Paul, is not listed.  It’s also not noted that there were a total of 12 
teams in the league that season, with two other dropouts. 
 Page 12.  Bernstein does not cite a source for his list of “Early 
Base Ball Rule Adaptations”, but at least a few of the items are 
clearly incorrect and others misleading.  One, that fly balls had to be 
caught on the fly starting in 1858, is incorrect; this did not happen 
until well into the 1860s.  Another, that walks were no longer in-
cluded as hits in batting average in 1890, is misleading; walks 
counted as hits only in 1887.     
 Page 12. Bernstein writes: “The Western League [that started in 
1894] was an eight-team circuit which featured clubs from across the 
Midwest.  More importantly, however, was the fact that this was the 
first semi-pro league that pitted the rival Minneapolis Millers and St. 
Paul Saints against one another.”  First, the Western League was a 
fully professional league, not semi-professional.  And I do not have a 
clue what he means by this being the first opportunity for the Millers 
and Saints to play one another.  Even Bernstein notes their games 
against one another starting 10 years before. 
 Pages 13 and 18. In discussing integration, Bernstein says the 
Millers signed their first black player, Ray Dandridge, in 1949.  He 
ignores Dave Barnhill, who signed with the Millers off the roster of 
the Negro American League’s New York Cubans, at the same time. 
 Pages 14-15. Bernstein provides a very poor description of early 
Minneapolis baseball history.  He says the new American League 
formed in 1900.  Actually, the existing Western League was renamed 
the American League in 1900.  In 1901, the league took on major 
league status, although Minneapolis, along with several other cities, 
was dropped from the league at that time.  Bernstein writes: “The 



  

next year the Millers left the American League and jumped ship yet 
again, this time becoming charter members of a new top-flight minor 
league called the ‘American Association.’” The Millers did not jump 
ship; they were pushed overboard.  And they did not join the Ameri-
can Association “the next year”.  The Millers were dropped from the 
American League after the 1900 season.  The American Association 
did not begin until 1902. 
 Page 15. This section concerns the melees, noted earlier, at Nicol-
let Park in July 1906 that involved umpire Brick Owens (referred to 
by Bernstein only as “a rookie umpire”).  After the first game of a 
series against Columbus, Minneapolis fans tried to mob Owens, who 
had made some close calls against the Millers.  Owens was rescued 
by Pudge Heffelfinger, a local celebrity who had been a football All-
American at Yale.  The game the next day (for some reason, Bern-
stein says “the next night”, even though all games were played during 
the day at this time) lasted only one pitch.  Owens was pelted with 
eggs by the fans and declared a forfeit victory for the visiting Colum-
bus Senators.  Bernstein says this happened “as the ump was about 
ready to say ‘Play-Ball’”, not after the first pitch.   
 In addition, Bernstein has Heffelfinger rescuing Owens after the 
second game of the series, even though it was after the first game that 
Heffelfinger stepped in to aid Owens.  As Bernstein admitted, his 
account is based on the inaccurate details presented by Barton in My 
Lifetime in Sports, not on news accounts written at the time these 
events occurred.  Worse, Bernstein passes along the myth, provided 
by Barton, of Heffelfinger shouting to the mob, “Friends, you are 
about to do something that will forever disgrace the good name of 
Minneapolis.”  There is no indication in contemporary accounts of 
such an oration. 
 The inaccuracies continue as he writes about the aftermath of this 
ruckus.  Bernstein says that, as a result of dwindling attendance, the 
Millers were sold to Gus Koch “a few years later”.  The sale actually 
occurred in August 1906, only a month after the incident with 
Owens.  Koch then sold the team after the 1906 season to Mike Can-
tillon, although Bernstein says this sale was made after the 1909 sea-
son (the one in which he says Eddie, not Jimmy, Collins managed the 
team).   
 Although not mentioned in the book, the sale of the Millers to 
Koch was partly a result of the turmoil following the July 1906 inci-
dents at Nicollet Park.  Millers manager/part-owner Mike Kelley was 
suspended by the American Association after accusing Owens of 
dishonesty (the second time that season he had, without substantia-
tion, questioned the integrity of umpires).   
 In his section on the Saints, Bernstein on page 24 writes: “Kelley 
was pretty aggressive [in developing young players and then selling 
them], though, but it caught up to him in 1907 and 1908, when he 
produced a pair of last-place squads.”  The Saints did finish last in 
1907 and 1908, but Kelley wasn’t with the team at all in 1907.  Fol-
lowing his suspension from the American Association, Kelley spent 
part of the 1907 season in Des Moines and part of the 1908 season in 
Toronto.  Helped by a petition drive by St. Paul fans, he was able to 
join the Saints as manager in August 1908, in time to finish last with 
them.  The Saints’ last-place finishes were hardly the result of Kel-
ley’s aggressive sales, as Bernstein claims, since he hadn’t even been 
with the team the previous years. 
 There’s more.  On page 24, Bernstein writes: “In 1913 Mike Kel-
ley sold the club to some local investors and got back with the Mill-
ers.  As a result, the Saints finished in last place that next season.”  
Kelley did not get back with the Millers until 1924.  He left the Saints 
following the 1912 season to become a part-owner and manager at 
Indianapolis.  The Saints finished in last place two seasons after Kel-
ley left, not the next season.  And connecting the last-place finish 
with the departure of Kelley is ludicrous.  In 1913, the Saints, without 
Kelley, finished fifth, a spot higher than they had the year before with 
Kelley.  By the way, the team that did finish last in 1913 was Indian-
apolis, managed by Mike Kelley.   
  On page 16, Bernstein reports another myth that has been dis-
proven, the one of Millers shortstop Andy Oyler, on a rainy day, 

hitting a ball into the mud in front of home plate at Nicollet Park and 
then circling the bases with a home run as the other team searched in 
vain for the ball, which had traveled only two feet.  This story has 
been told before, although no documentation has ever been provided 
with it.  The fact is that Oyler, in his years with the Millers, hit only 
one home run.  It was in an 8-6 loss at Milwaukee on August 2, 1904, 
and the newspapers made no mention of there being anything special 
about the home run, something that surely would have been noted 
had the ball traveled only two feet. 
 Pages 16 and 24. According to Bernstein, the first World War 
lasted from 1918 to 1919.  On page 16, while writing about the Mill-
ers, he says the war ended in 1919.  On page 24, in his section on the 
Saints, he writes: “The 1918 season was canceled due to the onset of 
World War I.”  Even the onset of United States involvement in the 
war was in April 1917, not 1918.  Also, the American Association 
season was not cancelled in 1918.  The season was started but short-
ened due to the war. 
 Page 17.  In 1933, Joe Hauser of the Minneapolis Millers set a 
professional record by hitting 69 home runs.  Bernstein writes: “The 
pro record stood until 2001, when outfielder Barry Bonds hit 73 for 
the San Francisco Giants.”  First, Hauser’s professional record had 
been equaled and later broken in the minor leagues by Bob Crues and 
Joe Bauman, respectively.  If one is talking about a professional re-
cord set by a minor-league player, then this must be done in the con-
text of all professional baseball, including the minor leagues.  Even if 
this were compared to only the major leagues, the claim is still inac-
curate since the total of 69 had already been topped in the major 
leagues before Bonds hit 73.  Mark McGwire of the St. Louis Cardi-
nals did it with 70 home runs in 1998, a fact well known even to 
many non-baseball fans. 
 Page 20.  Bernstein says the Millers were moved to Phoenix in 
1957 and were replaced in Minneapolis by a Boston Red Sox farm 
team.  The move occurred after the 1957 season, and the Millers be-
came a Red Sox farm team starting in 1958.  Since Bernstein writes 
nothing about the 1957 season, merely jumping from 1956 to the 
shifting of the teams, it appears that he is referring to the 1957 season 
when he writes of the “new” Millers, managed by Gene Mauch.  He 
goes from confusion to outright incorrectness when he then says that 
Orlando Cepeda played on the Millers “that year”, referring to 
Mauch’s first year as manager with Minneapolis.  Cepeda played for 
the Millers under Red Davis in 1957, when the Millers were still a 
farm team of the Giants.  He did not play with the Millers in 1958 
under Mauch.   
 Page 21. Bernstein says Mauch “first met [Fidel] Castro when the 
two played together in the Cuban winter league in 1951 and knows 
him personally to this day.”  Castro’s baseball ability has been in-
flated by various myths; he had only modest skills at the game and 
did not even play in college, other than in an intramural game.  Cas-
tro definitely did not play in the Cuban winter league.  Mauch did 
play winter ball in Cuba in the early 1950s, at a time when Castro 
was a young lawyer and not involved in any way in baseball.  The 
claim that Mauch continues to know Castro personally to this day is 
remarkable and needs elaboration and documentation.  Bernstein 
confirms that this material came from an interview with Mauch.  
Admittedly, checking a story like this is a little more difficult (but 
certainly not impossible) than looking up more routine facts claimed 
by a former player; however, it points out why details of such inter-
views need to be checked, something Bernstein admits to not having 
done. 
 Pages 22-23.  In his section on the St. Paul Saints, Bernstein refers 
to the 1880s State Street Park as “the pillbox”.  The Pillbox was a 
separate park on the northern edge of downtown, used by the Saints 
from 1903 to 1909.  It was a significant ballpark, but one that Bern-
stein does not mention at all, apparently because he confused it with 
the State Street Park. 
 
 Page 22.  Bernstein writes: “In 1884, the Saints fielded a team in 
the Union Association.  The team played its games at the old West 7th 



  

Street Grounds and was owned by a gentleman named Charles Co-
miskey.  The same year, the Saints jumped to the Northwestern 
League.”  In addition to incorrectly identifying Comiskey as the 
owner, as noted before, Bernstein is incorrect with his assertion that 
the Saints jumped from the Union Association to the Northwestern 
League.  It was vice versa, and they really didn’t jump.  The Saints, 
along with Milwaukee, were among the few surviving teams in the 
Northwestern League, and they accepted an invitation to play in the 
Union Association (and the team played all its games in the Union 
Association on the road, not at the West 7th Street Grounds).   
 Page 28.  As he starts his section on the Twins, Bernstein says the 
Saints and Millers were “farm-clubs of the New York Giants and 
Boston Red Sox, respectively”.  The Millers were a farm club of the 
Giants (1946 to 1957) and the Red Sox (1958 to 1960), but the Saints 
were not a farm club of either the Giants or Red Sox (the Saints in 
their final decades were owned and/or controlled by the Brook-
lyn/Los Angeles Dodgers).   
 Beyond these items are seberal simpler errors, not such serious 
mangling of details, which follow. 
 Page 12.  Bernstein says Bobby Marshall died August 27, 1968 at 
the age of 88.  He died August 27, 1958 at the age of 78.   
 Page 19.  Bernstein writes: “By 1955 a stadium debate had erupted 
in the Twin Cities.  Just the year before the National League ap-
proved the transfer of the Boston Braves to Milwaukee …”  The 
move of the Braves to Milwaukee occurred in 1953, not the year 
before 1955.  
 Page 32.  Bernstein says Halsey Hall in 1961 “became a member 
of the original Minnesota Twins broadcast team, along with Herb 
Carneal and Ray Scott”.  The original broadcast team was Hall, Scott, 
and Bob Wolff.  Carneal did not join the crew until 1962. 
 Page 34.  Bernstein says Sandy Koufax shut out the Twins in 
Game Five of the 1965 World Series at Met Stadium.  Koufax shut 
out the Twins in the fifth and seventh games of the series.  The sev-
enth game was at Met Stadium, but Game Five, contrary to what 
Bernstein says, was in Los Angeles. 
 Page 37.  Bernstein says that in 1966 Earl Battey, “after an appar-
ent single, was thrown out at first base from right field by Boston’s 
Lu Clinton”.  The year and team are wrong on this.  The event oc-
curred July 17, 1964 when Clinton was with the Los Angeles Angels.  
By the way, in 1966, the year Bernstein says this occurred, Clinton 
was not even with the Red Sox; he played the 1966 season with the 
New York Yankees. 
 Page 38.  Bernstein says that the AL pitching mounds were low-
ered and the strike zones narrowed in 1968.  These changes did not 
occur until 1969.  Also, the pitching mounds were lowered and strike 
zones changed throughout the major leagues, not just in the American 
League. 
 Page 40.  Bernstein says Rod Carew won his fourth batting title in 
1973.  The title in 1973 was Carew’s third (his previous titles to that 
point were in 1969 and 1972). 
 Page 43.  Bernstein says on June 26, 1977, the Twins destroyed the 
White Sox, 19-2; they actually destroyed them, 19-12.  Bernstein 
says Larry Hisle signed as a free agent with Boston after the 1977 
season; he signed with Milwaukee. 
 Page 49.  Bernstein says Don Baylor hit a three-run homer in 
Game Six of the 1987 World Series.  It was a two-run homer that 
capped a three-run, fifth-inning rally that tied the game. 
 Page 50.  Bernstein says the Twins had three runners thrown out at 
home in Game Seven of the 1987 World Series.  It was two runners 
at home and one runner at third.   
 Page 60.  Bernstein says the Angels beat the Yankees in 2002 in 
the NLDS.  He should spell out acronyms, but NLDS refers to Na-
tional League Division Series.  The Yankees and Angels met in the 
American League Division Series.  
 Although I had quit reading by this point, I did notice a photograph 
on page 64 of a player in a Duluth Dukes uniform identified as Red 
Schoendienst.  Red Schoendienst never played for Duluth, nor for 
any other team in the Northern League.  Elmer Schoendienst, the 

brother of Albert (Red) Schoendienst, did play for Duluth in the 
Northern League (and was one of the players injured in the July 1948 
crash of the Duluth team bus with a truck), but Red Schoendienst, the 
Hall of Famer, did not.  Once again, checking to see that Elmer 
Schoendienst is not the Hall of Famer nicknamed Red is such a sim-
ple thing to check, one is appalled at the failure to do so.  It is one 
more example of the author’s systemic failure to perform routine 
checks, thus rendering it impossible for the reader to trust anything 
written in the book. 
 I almost feel as though I’m piling on, even though I’m not listing 
every mistake I found.  If the more straightforward errors listed above 
were few, it would be nitpicking to make a big deal of them.  How-
ever, when they are as numerous as this, with many of them being a 
far more serious butchering of details, it’s necessary to provide this 
many examples as a means of establishing why no one should use 
this book as a source of information.  
 Bernstein, apparently intending this as a defense, told me he 
doesn’t claim for his books to be a “foremost comprehensive source” 
of information and that he intends for these to be fun books for read-
ers.  I don’t understand why “fun” and “accurate” must be mutually 
exclusive. 
 At least in the interest of fun in his baseball book, he didn’t repeat 
the “gags” in his football and basketball books, showing the picture 
of a relative with an outrageous caption.  His football book shows a 
player so mean that he “once tore the arms and legs off an opponent”, 
and his basketball book features a caption about a player averaging 
nearly 100 points a game in 1849 (more than 40 years before the 
sport was invented).  Entries like this provide one more example of 
why Bernstein cannot be viewed as a serious researcher or historian. 
 I know people who have purchased this book even though they 
realize they cannot rely on it for information.  Some said they want it 
for the pictures, others for the lists that appear of things like state 
amateur championships, even though they are aware they will have to 
double check the entries.  If a person approaches the book in this 
manner, with the knowledge that one cannot rely on any of the in-
formation in it, that’s fine.  What bothers me is there are many read-
ers who don’t know any better.   
 As such, this book is a disservice to baseball and to Minnesota. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


