SABR BALLPARKS COMMITTEE NEWSLETTER
February-ipril 1994

Robert 7, Bluthardt  Committee Chairman (<) SABR Bazllparks Committee
244 No. Uxford Ir, Home (915) 942-0635
San Angelo, TX 76901 Work (915) 657-4441

I HEW MEMBERS
We welcome these new members to our commitiee:

Rick Dalsky 411 levels and eras; Cleveland & Fenway; architectural;
2035 Hickoxry Avenue HE chotograpvhs, stats; urban history & parks.
Massillion, OH 4464H

BDouglas Ziegler A1l major league level parks after 1900; photographs &
20 Birch Street illustrations; has large research ibrary and is willing
Seachwood, KJ 08722 to assist people,

Al SBmitley All major league level parks; recreates tallparks/neigh~
1484 Division porhoods on commuter for simulated games; weould like to
Hartland, MI +83353 see zn "Illusirated Histoby of Ballparks” printed.

;ing;Iozz 20ad 411 levels up to 1950; doing research on Hamilion parks;
e giey noad needs info on Dundurn Ball Ground (1885).
Hamilton, Ont, 18K W2

Michael Jaffee All levels after 1900; visits dozens of minor & major lg.
70 Park Terrace Bast #3K parks: would ve willing to trade postcards and videos of
¥ew York, NY 1003& ballparks he has visited wiih other memovers,

Akihiro Ite application en route; interested in all aspects of tall-
359-21 Hisomachl parks,

iachida-Shi
Tokyo, 1G4 JAPAH

Tom Harris applilcation en route; interested in all segments, espec-
£5 Haxvard 4 venue 1ally marker projects.
Point Fleasant, HJ 08742

)

lease contact these gentlemen if you see items of common-interest,

II 3ABR CONVENTION IN ARLINGTON, TEXAS
The annual meebing will scon be upon us and I look forwerd ito seeing many of you
in Arlingion where ihe new Ballpark in Arlington awaits you. Some details related
to our commlivee:

* Annual commitiiee meeiineg is set Jor Sunday, June 19, 7:00 - 2:30 am,
We will use as much time as we need. Call or write me if you want a2
subject to be discussed,

* Ballparks Committee Table will feature our large photo collection,
sanples of the 1%th century bvallparks essays, back coples of articles,
and other committee items. HYe need volunteers o "sit” ine itable fox
Z-hour shifts. Call me at {915) 9L2-08635 in the evenings to sign up.

* Photo binders: we have a few fhree-ring binders of photos that must
vet to Arlington, If you can take one, call Mike Dempsey at {203)
376-5435.

See you in Texas! If you have Questions aboui directions, driving in the area,
or other items, feel free to call on me.
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RESEARCH REQUESTS

1, Lance Haffner of PO Box 100594, Nashville, TN, seeks info on that city's
Sulphur Dell, His zip is 37334,

2. Mati Bronski of 1&2% Naudain Street, Phila.,, PA 1914n, seeks info on the
"preferred viewing angles from the stands" as well as the preferred “"rakes
of upper and lower decks.” He also needs the latest guidelines for alnor 1g.
parks regarding capaciiy & facilities for pallparks, And, he asks for any
details of an exhibition gzame played at Point Stadium {Johnstown, PA) between
the NY Yankees and the local Middle League in 1927, lLocal lore has Zabe Ruth
titing a massive home run in this game.

3, Richard Hempter of 226 Rte 148, {illingworth, CT, 06419, asks why the artifi-
cial tux? isn't a darker shade of green so that it dould not rade as quickly.

4, Jerry Xglwack of 5881 Sunset Drive, Hudson, OH @wag needs info on where io
Tind the definitive colors of post=WWII scorsboards lpar
kee Stadium. (216) 635-2462

5., Tom Dini cf 312 Bramhall Drive, Rochester, NY 14426, needs info on Ebgetis
Pield for a medel he is making, ({(7184) 227-3836

i
ks, esp. Yan-

6. Cynthia Dorn at (818) 396-1i768 needs info on the tallpariks of Pasadena, CA.

7. Paul Rititer of 481! Berwyn House Hoad, College Park, MD 20740, is writing a
college paper on Criffith Stadium. Any info would be helpiul. (301) 441-3483,

&. Hobin Bachin, 216 No. Oak Park Ave, 24, is writing a doctoral ihesis on
"Cultural Boundaries: Constructing Urtan Space and Community Identity on
Chicago's South Side, 1890-1920." He seeks info on the design of the vark,
{Comiskey), the history of land use in the park neighborhood, and the im-
pact of the park on the neighborhood, {708) 4&5-1873. Oak Park, IL 60302

. Bill Cahill, 9101 Shore Road, 3Brooklyn, NY 11209, asks for any example of
a House of David game at a semi-pro of professicnal ML park in the NYC arez

before 7-28-23,

£ -

0

ADTRES S CHANGES
* Jay Gauthreaux now at 729 Frisella, Gretna, LA 70056

* Dennis Coyne now at %235 21st Sireet, San Francisco, CA 94114
# Steve Burns now at 4101 124th Ave. South, Bellevue, WA 98006

Please keep us posted when you move. Updated roster lists always available for
2 52¢ SASE. Thanks.

WA SHINGTON PARK MARKER

Progress continues on this marker project for the site of the Dodgers ballpark
%e ore the 1913 move to Ebbets Fieid, +4ill Cahill has produced a large amount
of research that is being forwarded to officials a* Con. Edison, currenit owners
of the site, David Ginsberg of Columbia—?resbvterian Medical Center, the kind
sponsors of our Hillion Park marker success last fall, has writien a2 letter of
supbort to Con, Edison. Harty idler of the urooxlyn Bodgers HalY of tame in HY
has vledged his support, Con. Zdison officials are still positive, so we hope
for a projected date soon.



Vil

VIII

IX

A1

2allparks February-toril/o4

NINETEENTH CENTURY PROJECT

Project chaixman Bob Bailey has recently sent a short newsletter/urdate to
all active ceontributors with the effort io bring to print a definitive list-
ing and description of zll facilities used in the nineteenth century up to

the concrete & steel era at 1909, For a copy of the newsletter, contact Bob
at 12129 Briargate Lane, Goshen, KY 40026, We need more researchers/write*s,
especially for some naJor cxtles like Alzany-Troy, NY; Saltimore, Brooklyn,
Indianapolis, Kansas City, New York, Pittsburgh, and Syracuse.

DOME FOR MYLWAUKRE?

The slow-moving program for a new park in Milwaukee took an interesting tur
with three proposals for a retractable dome Taciliiy., Initial exciiement has
been cooled by the ever-present challenge of funding, Jim N3tz and other com-
nittee members have sent in a large baitch of clippings. For a selection, .send
$1.50.

PARK-CNTEZRTA INMENT CENTER IN DETROIT

The latest proposal for a new park to replace Tiger Stadium is part of the new
trend to make a new pari part of a massive development project, Anchored by
tire new ballpark and the Fox Theatre, this "Foxtown" project would involve a
considerable level of public & private funding, For local stories and AP sum-
maries, send 31,50,

DENVER R FORT

Construction continues on the new Coors Field for the Rockies. Many wonder how
a teami thai routinely draws 60,000 plus will adapt to a 30,000 seat Tacilitiy.
lote that the newsletier for uhe project is available to the public and the
recent 3AER Bulletin provided info on how to receive it, We have a photo and
two articles {rom the Denver Post; send 50¢ for copies.

S LIPARKS COMMITTEE ON LEARNING LINK

Thanks to committee member Zob Boynton who has agreed to serve as our represen-

tative on the SABR involvement with "Learning Linik,"” an online service with PBS

that #11l operate in conjunction with the Yen Burns taseball program, This will

oroaden the participation of SAZR and provide great naticnal exposure, There are
many posslbllities with this program and if you would like to read the proposals
and summaries, please send 51,00 and the info will be senti to you,

PHOTO CONTEST FOR 1995

Ken Carrano @will be creating a flyer for our 1995 photo contest to be pushed
at the 194 conventlon in Arlington, Siggestions should be sent to him at 26967
Sterling Ct., 2lgin, IL £0123.

EALLPARKE IN TV & MOVIES

Yen Hodges and Frank D'Amico responded to the last issue's request for info on
varks in movies and tv prosrams, I recently saw the FBI Story movie on v and
large segments were shot in Yankee Stadium in 1959, Ken notes that Damn Yankees
was shot in Wrigley (IA) Field. Frank made 2 short list of Daﬁks/movies mostly
involving baseball, Some of the better ballpark scenes are for non-sports movies,
Send 50¢ for a copy of what we have so far. If vou think of some zood references
for this toplc, send them along.
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NEW PARXS IN CLEVELAND & ARLINGTON

Jacobs Field in Cleveland (renamed from Indians Park since our last newsletter)
and The Ballpark in Arlington had their first games in April and the response
has heen generally favorable. Arlington had some mzjor traffic problems for the
first games as the old facility, Ariington Stadium, remains standing, and the
expecied extra parking spaces from its destruction will net come until later
this summer, Thanks to =zo many commitiee members we have 2 wide selection of
articles on =ach and both parks;

. "Cleveland Christens Iis 3rand New Bra.." LA Times, 4-3-%4, 1 pg,
"New balipark gives team something to builld upon,” Dallag Morn, Hews, 3-13-%4
"New ballgame ai new ballpark, : Cleve. Plain Dealer, 3-28-%%, 1 pz.
"Jacobs Field a Jewel,” Davion Reily News, 3-25-9%,
"H ' W5 Jourmal,

\

DE

Hew Parks give fans 0ld-Time Feeling,'
"Hame Field Advantage,” Cleve.Plain Dealer, u-3-G&, .
"At Home in the City, Paseball’'s Newest Parks Succeed," HY Tim
"A city field, a dream of change," Phila Incuirer, 4-14-G4 3
"Close encounter at tallparks,” NY Dailvy News, 4-18-94 1
"Ballpark ouilding boom draws crowds,” LSt Today, 4-12-G4 3
“At the Ballpark, green with envy,” Houston Chronicle, #-~12~G: 1 pg,
Review of Rangers tallpark, NY Times, 4-1-G4, 2 pgs.
,.Four misc. articles on new Cleveland park, 2 pgs.

Tour AP pleces on Cleveland park with vital stats, 5 pgs.
lew Rangers luwxury suites, Svorts Col., Digest, Z-4-G:, 1 p
“ital stais and pre~opening events for new Texas park, 3
Misc. Dallas Morning News articles on new nark, 15 pgs.
Review of Jacobs leld by Bob Zoynton, 2 pgs.
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Copies are 6&¢/paze, Posiage runs 29 for the first four pages plus 23¢
for =ach additional set of Iour pazes or fraction. Checks must be made
payable to Zob Bluthardt,

YANYEE STADIIM REBUIIDING

The plan to "re—do" TYankee Stadium into its 1920s look Lan't getiing much sup—
port or attention from the team. The club is more interested in the crime and
neighborhood situation as well as the lecal parking spaces, Luxury boxes con-
tinue te he a major concern, For a summary /series of AP stories, send 75q.

AHAHRTM STADTUM

The home of the California Angels has recavered from the earthauake damage, but a
new scorehvard may top $3 million. For a series of stories and graphics on the
damage and new scorebtoard, send 31,00, Also, commiiiee member Jonathan Susser

has several excellent color prints of the stadium damage frmr sale. Uontact him

at 824 E, Panorama Road, Fullertown, C» G2681.

TIEEKET PRICES ON THE RISE

The average price of a baseball game seat broke the 310 barrier says an 4P story,
The 8.% increase was modest regarding 1993 prices when you look at Cleveland
(up 39%) and Texas (up 35%). Send 50¢ for several stories outlining the ticket
prices ard total costs for games in various cities,

NEW MIAMI COMPLEX

Wayne Hulzenga joins the crowd of owners pushing for his own "entertainment il-
lage" complex of a park and other svorts/entertainment activiiy. The Mets have
made some suggestions, the Tigers too {see item YIII). Sernd 50¢ for details.
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MAJOR IEAGIE ARTICLES & NRWS NOTES

1-

h

i7.

Chris Walt highly recommends’ The “altimore Z1llpark Project” a softcover
book that covers the Camden Yards project. $29.95 plus 35.00 s/h to Janis
Rettallata, FO Hox 22799, 3altimore, MD 21203~4799,

Phoenix, AZ seeks major league baseball and has passed a sales tax increase
to build a2 stadium, Send 2%¢ SASE for details,

"& Look Zack at Cleveland Stadium" from Gateway newsletier, 29¢ 3ASE,

The Padres may not draw 2 million fans this year and sesk a review of thei
lease at Jack Murphy Stadium. Meanwhile, the Pirates are not doing so well
and the city of Pittsburzh is lending the team money. The Angels may be Zor
sale in the near future and Disney is rumored to te interested {another enter-
tazirment complex in the works?). Ard the Reds are not very happy with Cincin-
nati as the cliy made concessions and changes for the Zengals of the NFL with
1ittle to show for baseball. A baseball-only park is under sone discussion

in Cincinnati. One—page stories on SD and Cin. for a 29¢ SASE. Thanks to Zob
Littlejeohn we have a large packei of clippings on the Bengals & Riveriront
tadium, Coples available if interesied.

A new park for Seattle? Possibilities for a baseball-only faciliiy for the
fizxiners have teen seen in the news and new Seattle resident John Pasti
notes that this talk could he serious,

fallparks have arrived! At the Hattiers 2al)l in HYC, one of the theme costumes

was ballparks! For z phote of the gala event, send 29¢ SASE
Wnite Sox prospercus in new Comiskey Park. Send 5S0¢ for the numbers,
Remembrances of Griffith Stadium, Soarts Col. Digest, 4-22-9&, 2 pgs,
Bob Creamer looks back at nallparks 3CD, 3-4-G&%, 3 opgs.

Rallparks Tours/iravel programs, 58 itnion-Trubune, #-3-04, 1

s
]

01é wallparks story, Alstate Discovery Hagazine, Summer-94 &

e
03]
5]

New food for Rockies games, AP, 1 pg. ‘

the Federal League in 1914, 7 pgs.
199+, 3 pas.

or a new Yankee ballpark in 1914 at 225th Street & Broadway, 1 L.

Stories on the rebuilt Yashington Park for

H

o
Details on changes at SF Candkestyck Park £

I+

ansg

—\. -

Stories of first pgame at Zhbets Field, 6 pgs, Daily Eagle, 19173,

6]

Seats shifted at Camden Tards to improve sight lines, 3Sun, 2-1-94 1 psg,

"\

tory on £hheis Fileld chandelier and another on Harry Sievens objecting to
scoreboard goinyg into Bhbets Fileld, 2 pgs toial.

pou

2111 Ca 111 Tound the box score and other info on a record Yankee Z3tadium
crowd of 85,265 for a 9-9-28 game. Amother 5,000 saw the game from roofiops.
32.00 seats were scalped for as high as 325.00. Send a SASE of 29¢ for the pade.

1993 Arlington Stadium group admission drochure, Free, while they last,

Jay Gauthreauwx finished the biography on Matthewson and offers some ballparks-
related corrections. 29¢ SASE,

AP story on Red Sox, new stadia, football/baseball, ete,, 1 pg. March-o&
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23.

30.

The Gatewny Gear catalog just arrived. Now you too can order that t-=shirt,
nug, key chain, or other ballpark or arena-related trinket. To get your
catalog call (216) 623-3979,

The opening of The Ballpark in Arlington was not wiithout some trazedy: 2
soman sltting on the rail on the upper deck (she was posing for a photo)
fell to the lower deck before the Texas-Milwaukee game. The club immediate-
1y had the rails ralsed to 42 inches with temporary ralls and the new per-
manent ones will be 46 inches., Warning signs have been added %oo.

. Hew exhibit on the rCL and its teams, players, cities, and ballparks is.now

on display at the Oakland Museum, It will run through July 31. Send 50¢ for
a copy of the information on the exiibit,

Long-time public address announcer.at Fenway Park, Sherm Feller, Dassed away
in January at 75 years of age. He hed made the player and general announce-
ments in classic, understated, New England style for 28 years, Most true Sox
fans had his opening welcome and announcenents memoxrized! Does this leave the
{ankees PA man as the senior fellow? I believe that Bob Sheppard has been
doing the microphone chores for 40-plus years, Anjﬁhoughts on other senior

. people? ’

The winter/spring issue of the Boston Braves Historical Association news-
letter had many great iiems for fans of Boston's NL team, Bob Zrady of the
assoclation seni us some copies of photos that we can xerox for a SASE. Theres
six good shots of Braves Fleld. If you are a2 fan of the Braves and Braves

‘Fleld, send 310 for memvership in the BBHA to GCeorge Altison, 47 Porter doad,

ﬂaTboro M4 01752,

. Gregory Goodale of Falrfax, W, wrote recently to note that he may have

found the shortest-lived major 1eague taseball park. On October 7, 1884, an
AA lesyw¢ game was played between Richmond and Columbus, a 11-7 win for Columbe
halted after five innings due %o 2 mon-to-leave train from the game site in
Petersburg, VA. If you have a shorter-lived ballpark, write Gregory at 9602
Hershour Court, Fairfax, VA 22032,

Shades of the Boston Speed Boys! (the Red Sox nickname 80 ears ago!). The
Fenway Park groundskeepers are rutored to be shifiing the third-base line to
help bunts stay fair for Otis Nixon!

There has never been a foothall or soccer game at Dodger Stadium, but the
1A Ralders were looking at the site in case the Coliseum wes unaveilable

due to earthquake damage,

31. The Houston MNstrodome has two manually operated scoreboards, but they ma, be
interfering with cutfielders,
32, the April % Sports Illustrated had an interesting statistic on ballparks
producing high runs totals: Yoar  Ballpark Homefeam G R:Lfﬁa '
With 1,040 runs crossing home plate there last year, Mile High 1930 Baker Bowt Phillies TOLIBT 154
Stadium becane the ultimare hitters' park in the nw]or: Steifl, that 1929 Baker Bowl Phillies 16 1083 143
was only the fourth:highest single-season rin Forg home team 1330 Fenway Park Red Sox 11052 137
and-us opponenis at @ stadium in this century. | o - 1933 Mile High Stadium  Rocies ar 1,040 123
1825  Baker Bowl Philiies 171035 134

32 . Bruce Genther may have finished his latest model project: Ebbets Sield.

Our thanks to #ruce for several color photos of his latest model.
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R

XVIIT MINOR LEAGUE NEWS NOTES 3ND ARTICLES

i, Congrats to Stew Thornley and his commititee as they successfully erected =
marker on the site of Lexington Park in St, Paul, MN, I was unveiled at g
ceremony on April 16.

2. Zaseball almost moved Zxrom Albany, NY to Noxwich, CT, but last minute arrange-
ments cancelled what was considered a sure thing., Send 31,00 for clipnings on
the whele affair,

3, Baseball did open in New Jersey ihis season. Send 30¢ for the details,

4, And the game reiurned to Hew Haven, Thanks to Bill Cahill for a genmerous
sending of a program, chotos, and stordes, 31.00 for = selection. The
Rawvens play in the vintage Vale FPield. 5111 thinks that the renovaiions were
very sensitive fo the field classic look,

5. Summary of facilitles at Privateer Park, home of the Hew Urleans team. David
Moreau notes that the club needs z new home, 29¢ SAZE.

5, 8pring Training Season as a profit maker in new teliparks in #L & AZ, 30¢

7. H¥rigley Fleld in 1A, LS Times, 2-21-9% 1 pg,

2. New parks opening, planned, or discussed in:

a) Fishkill, HY i pg 2) Hodesto, CA 1 9z

b) Peoria/Yuma, %2 5 pgs £} Presno, CA i pg

c) Melvourne, *L ! s g) Lake Slsinore, CA i pg

d) Brie, PA = n) Tampa, FL 1 g
9. Improvemenis at Zeading, PA bwallpark, 7352
10. 1988 sitory on McCoy Stadium plus 1964 siory on vleacher expansion, 30¢
1i. Cne-page info on 7incent-Beck Stadium in Zeaumont, T & Alex 3ox Stadium

in Zaton Rouge, LA, 30¢

flickwood Fleld Hews: Once the oldest ballpark in professional raseball, this
Birmingham, AL field is undergoing an intensive study and examination oy
locel and federal architectural ard preservation officials. Latest news is
the filming of the Ty Cobb movie at the site., Our thanks to Brian Powers
of cur commitiee and Warren Corbett of Diamond magazine for zerding several
long reports on the ballpark. For info on the movie, send 350

Zaserall theme nark slated for Durham Athletic Park in Dwrham, NC, SASE of 29¢,

ot
48]

b
A

[Ty
3

+. Improved ballpark in Bangor, ME, 2 pgs, Providence Journal~Zul'tin, 8-12-92

15. San Antonic, TX, 44 Texas League tean moved into a new facility, leaving itheir
cozy but cramped park at a college campus.
16, 199" Prince ¥William County Stadium ticket mrochures., free; while they last!

17. Minor league park maven Mike Dempsey continues his search for the lost, for-
en, and desiroyed minor league facilities across the land. If you have a
le known minor league site in jour ifown, contact Mike at (203) 376-3435,

18. Dominick Denaro reports thai Centennial Field in 3Burlington, VP, will be
repdaced. He coniinues to research the defimitive list of oldest minor leasue
varks, coming to grips with ambiguous terms such as replaced vs., renovated vs,
rebuilt vs. restored. For info on Certennial Field or Dominick’s oldest parks
1ist, send a SASt or 29¢,
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COMMITTEE NOTES

Congratulations go io:

Jonathan 3usser of Fullerion, CA, as he compleied a project that produced
a progrzm on ballparks, The 105-minute "Once there was a tallparxk” may be
seen an some ESFN rain-delay oxr filler slot,

s
L]

2, Hichael tershman whose Diamonds won the Casey award as the hest tasetall
ool of 1593,
3. Bill dartel. whose plciure ook on Wrigley *eld has been published. A Do

at the DPark celebrated the classic bvallpark with 150 celor and 23 wlack &

4, Dick Kaufman who threw out the first ball at the Reading, P4
same on dJune LY, 199, Dick was a2 club  official wi

5. Bob Zoynton whose review of Diamonds will appear in Hine, a vaseball pupii~
cation of N 2R fnember 3111 Ximwin,

Thenks zo to:

Charles Irergton for his zenerous donation to cur postage fund,

pd

The following membvers for donating clippings to our files: Michael Jarffee, Joe
GCusk -, 311l Gilwert, !iike ‘rank, Xit Crissey, Bob Beynton, David HMoreau, Helth
Danish, 3rad Sullivan, Horris Hckhouse, Jeoe Favano, Zob Carr, Andy HcCue, Steve
Bennett, Bil) Cahill, Don Coifin, Jim Hitz, Jack Carlson, Dick Clark, Zob 3ailey,
M. X. Dakst, ruce Centher, Dick tauman, Mike Hardecastle, Bob Littlejohn, Cur
apolosies if we left anyone out, The committee files and this neusletter heneflt
from all iiems sent this way.

An explanation regarding commiitee & SAHR membership: The gereral rule in 3AER
i1s that any commiitee member should be a member of SADR too. Commitiee chairs are
Ziven the discretion ito carry non-5A3R people on their mailing 1ist. Hany non-
SAER people contribute well to committee research and projects. Thus, when We
refer to "member” in the newsletter, we usually mean a member of this commiitee,
If such a person is not a member of SABR, we can only hobe that he/she Wwill see
the light eventually!

NEW PROJECT

The recent zeries of new tallparks coupled with the unfortunaie loss of some
classic facilities have. caused some committce members to think seriously
atout preserving documents, plans, photos, details, etc. of this nation's ball-
varks, Brian Powers, a new member to this commitiee, has started the process with
nis suggestion that we act now to gaiher information/documentation arout the
threatened parks (Yankee, Wrigley, Tiger & Fenway) while looking at other fae-
ilities on the major, minor, and college levels, Meanwhile on the specific ques~
tion on architectural drawings, we have 2 survey form in this newsletter created
by John Pastier, If you have 2 thought on the drawings projects, fili out the
survey and send it to John. If you have thoughts on the overall goal of preserv-
ing materisls on the old ballparks, contact Brian at 3547 Carter Hill Road,

# 205D, Montgemery, AL 36111,



‘Dear SABR Bailparks Committee Member:

The Ballparks Committee is exploring the feasibility of establishing an architectural drawings
archive. It would eventually include plans of new and old ballparks at the major Jeague, minor
league, and college levels. Copies of these drawings would be made available to members at
moderate cost, which would cover the expense of producing high-quality masters, storage

equipment, reproduction, and postage. These plans would also be available to non-SABR

members at somewhat higher prices.

To help us plan dus project and determine the level of interest in it, we would appreciate your

answering the following questions:

Yes

No

I would be interested in obtaining plans through the archive.

[ have plans that | would lend to the archive for reproduction.

! am interested in the newer parks (Camden Yards, Jacobs Field, etc.)
[ am interested in older parks.

[ am interested in major league parks.

[ am interested in Negro league and/or minor league parks.

[ am interested in college parks.

I would probably order fuil sets of drawings (approx. 6-20 dwgs per park.)
I would probably order only selected drawings of each park.

1 would probably order display drawings on heavy tinted stock.

I would prefer full-size copies (roughly 32" x 44™).

I would prefer half-size copies (roughly 16" x 227).

[ would prefer small copies (11" x 17" and uqder).

| would be particularly interested in the following parks:

Name and Address:

Please return this questionnaire to:

John Pastier

2438 Lorentz Place North  Seattle WA 98109  (206) 282-0388



Baseball Facts & Figures

STEVE CLARK

In search of city's

_osm.mo:m_um:wmqrm

n the spring of 1875, 1€ years after the end of
— the Civil War, two majorJeague baseball teams

cames Lo Hichmand 1o play two ganes al the
state fairgrounds, then located 21 what weday i Mon.
roe Park. near Vuginiy Comunonwealth Unive
ty's Fan District campus,

These two contests were ot ex M EAINCt.
Ty were “real” games that coubted wn the league
standings of the Matienal Asseciation, the first pro-
fessional baseball league with major-league slatus.

The Hational Astociation epermated for five sza-
sons (187175}, then was replaced in 1870 by the Ha-
Liomal League, which still exisls.

The enmpeting leams 2l the okd faitgreunds wathstanding e fir anel generatly correst mudteasan, was 1 member of the
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apaper acoounts in Richmond's
teams arrived in Lown by trin st

checking ittn the Exchange Hotel, the plagers had
h, Uien repaired 1o the Dirgrounds.

The crowd of speciators was unexpectodly
Large,” the Daily Dispatch reperted the next day, “Fil-
teen hurdred persens paid Uieir way through the %

gates, ; cstimated that at lrast five hun.
dee Loys of economical and enlerpris-
ing lur W ¢lambered over the feace, and

thus dead-hicaded Lhemselves in, & goodly num-
bes of ladies were prosent, and the roadways of
the grouads were pretty welldined with hacks
ang other velncles.”

flosten, the ¢hampion of the Matianal
Asseciztion fow of Ihe five years the league
existed, defeated Washingten, 22.9.

“The crowd seemed to favor the Wash.
spprted e Dispatch, “and not-

PodAnmod T s - D5 it

-eisions of the umpire, Mr. Beals, behaved in 2
mast shameful mannes twewards that gentieman”

The boobird 15 an angienl species.

The second game was played two days laler on
May 1. The pawerful Red Stockings again prevailed,
24.0, Game (wo's crowd, reperted the Dispatch,
much more nrderly.”

Robert S, Bailey, a Goshen, Ky. resident whase
hably is baseball histery, wanis to know mote
zbout the old firgrounds park where Lhase lwo
Hational Association games were played
nearly 120 years ago.

Baley also is looking lor information
abaut & 19th-cenhry ballpark in Richmond at
what was calted Allen Fasture.

Located near the interacction of
Broad Street and Allen Avenue, Allan
Pasture was the home field of 3
major-leapue baschall team that
played in Richmond in Lhe sum-

mer of 1884, The leam, which

moved here frem Washinglon in

2.5 -4u

Ameican Assocition, 2 major league for 10 sea-
vons (LEAZ-91).

LGatley's interest in Kichmend's rwo dong-gone
hallparks is lhe resull of 2 project sponsored by the
Seciety of Amencan Baseba)l Research, of which
Bailey is an dctive meimnber,

Al SABR's 1992 natienal conventing, the soci-
ety’s ballparks commities decided 1o embark on 2
projoct to dig up historical infenination on an osti-
mated 170 ballparks of the lie 18005,

"“Mast of the literature on old mapr-league
parks starts wilth concrele stadiums,” $aid Haley, a
45.year-ald health consultant, “We've kind of Ingl
the eld wonefen parks, and we'd ke to And them. I
wr geloen material, we'l} publish 1 book.”

Bailey js looking for someone whe lives in Lhe
Richinand area te conduat the research an the oid
fairgreunds park and Adlen Pasture. You don't have
to be 2 member of SABR, but you do have to be will-
ing {9 spend the Gme pecestary to do the research.

Anyone interesied should wrile ta Bob Bailey at
12179 Briargate Lane, Goshen, Ky. 40026,

O call hun al (507) 228-5269.
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