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the highest single-season on-base percentage?  (See answer below) 

 

SABR DAY AT THE NATS:  George F. Will to Speak at June 6 Gathering 

George F. Will, a syndicated columnist equally well known as a baseball author and 

commentator, will be the featured speaker June 6 for this year’s SABR Day at Nationals Park. 

Will is slated to speak at 10:15 a.m., prior to the Bob Davids Chapter’s annual summer major 

league game meeting and that afternoon’s contest between the Nationals and the Chicago 

Cubs. 
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The event is open to SABR members and their guests, SABR members and visitors, but only if 

you are among the first 70 attendees to register. The room where we will be meeting is limited 

to 70 dedicated fans. 

The cost will be $65 per person, which covers a program, plus a ticket to the game and the 

buffet lunch. The menu includes a burger bar (veggie burgers on request), hot dogs with 

condiments and sauerkraut, BBQ baked beans, field greens salad, grilled vegetable pasta 

salad, watermelon wedges, kettle-style potato chips, assorted soft drinks and water. 

To register, complete the registration form (below) and send it and a check for $65 before May 

31 to Dave Paulson, Chapter Treasurer, who will confirm your spot. Dave’s email is 

d2244p@yahoo.com. His mailing address is Dave Paulson, 6285 Cardinal Lane, Columbia, MD 

21044-3801. After May 31, send e-mail to Dave for seating availability. 

Here’s the schedule for the June 6 gathering: 

 9:15-9:30 a.m.:  We meet outside the center field gate (The north side of the stadium) of 

Nationals Park  

 9:30-9:45:  We enter the ballpark and proceed to the Roosevelt Room on the second 

level 

 9:45-10:15:  Our first speaker will be a Washington Nationals official, who will talk about 

the team and answer questions. 

 10:15-11:00:  George F. Will, syndicated columnist and baseball author, will speak to our 

group 

 11:00: Buffet ballpark lunch served in the same room. 

12:05 p.m.: The Washington Nationals face. the Chicago Cubs 

Nationals Park is located at 1500 South Capitol St., SE, Washington, DC  20003. You can reach 

them by phone: (888) 632-NATS (6287), or online at 

http://washington.nationals.mlb.com/was/ballpark/information/index.jsp 
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REGISTRATION FORM 

Please send check or money order payable to SABR: # of Tickets   ________   X   $65 = ________ 

  

Dave Paulson, Bob Davids Chapter Treasurer 

6285 Cardinal Lane 

Columbia, MD  21044-3801 

  

Admission requests should be postmarked before midnight Sunday, May 31, 2015.  We can’t guarantee 

seating or meals for registrants after May 31.  We might have room, but seating is limited, so why take a 

chance? 

  

After midnight May 31, please do not mail registration forms and checks; instead, please contact Dave 

Paulson by sending an email message to d2244p@yahoo.com to check availability of seating.  If a seat is 

available for you, please bring a check for $65 to the ball park and give it to Dave there. Thank you. 

  

For receipt of application confirmation, please either include a SASE, or email d2244p@yahoo.com. 

  

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________  

  

Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________  

  

City:  _______________________________ State  ____________   Zip   _____________________  

  

E-mail address:  __________________________________   Telephone #   _______________________  

  

Guest’s name  _  __________________________________   City   _________________  State  _______  
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Guest’s name  _  __________________________________   City   _________________  State  _______  

  

Event is open to members, non-members, and guests. 

 

BACK-TO-BACK ROOKIES OF THE YEAR:  Recalling Pearson, Allison, by Jeff Stuart 

When Albie Pearson won the American League Rookie of the Year Award in 1958 and Bob 

Allison followed suit in 1959, Washington became the first A.L. team to have players win the 

award in back-to back-years. It was not until 30 years later that another AL team accomplished 

the feat. Jose Canseco, Mark McGwire and Walt Weiss of the Oakland A's won the award in 

1986, ‘87, and ‘88. 

Pearson was acquired by Washington along with first baseman Norm Zauchin, from Boston for 

Pete Runnels before the start of the 1958 season. Although signed by the Red Sox as a pitcher, 

Pearson was converted to the outfield. And after getting eight hits in his first two games with 

San Jose of the California League, he did little pitching during his minor league career. 

Senators’ owner Calvin Griffith was impressed with Pearson in spring training. "We've been 

searching for a drawing card for years. And I have a hunch we'll have two of them this season in 

(Roy) Sievers and Pearson.”  Sievers had won the A.L .Rookie of the Year Award in 1949 with 

the St. Louis Browns. 

Pearson was baseball’s smallest competitor at 5-4 and 160 pounds. A left handed batter, he hit 

.275 in 1958 with three home runs and 25 doubles. He scored 63 runs. In 146 games he had 

146 hits and 190 total bases. Defensively, the 23-year-old center fielder was excellent. 

Albie collected 14 of 24 votes in collecting the '58 award. Yankee reliever Ryne Duren got seven 

votes and right-hander Gary Bell of Cleveland got three. Three baseball writers in each of the 

eight American League cities cast votes.     

But when Pearson did not get a raise prior to the 1959 season, he held out. "I've got a wife and 

three kids,” he told the Washington Post. “I'm truthful about saying I need the money. I can't get 

along on what I made last year. I’ve got to make it while I am young and have the potential. 

What's the use of being in baseball otherwise?" 



Pearson played for Havana in the Cuban Winter League in the winter of 1958-59. He hit just 

.258. "But it's a pitchers’ league,” he said. “And I was the seventh-best batter in the league if 

that meant anything. Minnie Minoso of Cleveland only hit .265.” 

Pearson’s spring training holdout gave Allison his chance in center field. Little Albie was traded 

to Baltimore on May 26 for outfielder Lenny Green. In Baltimore the sophomore jinx set in. 

Pearson hit just .216 with the Orioles. He was selected by the new Los Angeles Angels in the 

expansion draft in October 1960.  

 

He scored the franchise's first run on Opening Day in 1961, and hit .288 with seven home runs, 

41 RBI and 92 runs scored for the season. Pearson’s best season was 1963, when he posted 

career highs in batting average (.305), hits (173), runs batted in (47), stolen bases (17) and 

games played (160). He finished fourth in the A.L. batting race behind Carl Yastrzemski (.321), 

Al Kaline (.312) and Rich Rollins (.307). 

 

Pearson had only 28 lifetime homers, but nine of them came against the Yankees in an Angels' 

uniform. Albie had the honor of escorting Marilyn Munroe from the dugout to home plate at 

Yankee Stadium where she made her final public appearance on her 36th birthday, June 1, 

1962. 

“There was some sort of charity function at the stadium. So I go out to the dugout and  I looked 

at the most famous yet loneliest person I ever saw in my life," Pearson  told the San Bernardino 

Sun. "She was a beautiful shell. I expected her to come out flashing a big smile, and I got this 

sad, sober look. But once she hit that top step of the dugout she became Marilyn Monroe the 

movie star, smiling and waving.”  

Because of recurring back problems, Pearson retired after the 1966 season. In his nine-year 

major league career, he had a .270 batting average.  

Pearson, now 80, is an ordained minister living in California. His focus is on abandoned and 

neglected children. He helped set up outreaches in Ecuador and Zambia. As of 2011 Pearson 

and his wife Helen had five daughters, 17 grandchildren, and 16 great-grandchildren. 

At 6-3 and 205 pounds, Allison was considerably larger than Pearson. A football and baseball 

star at the University of Kansas, he was signed by Washington in 1955 For $4,000. New York 



offered Allison the same money, but Nats scout Ray Baker offered him quicker entry into the 

major leagues. 

Allison became part of a 1959 Washington lineup that also featured sluggers Jim Lemon, 

Harmon Killebrew and Roy Sievers. Killebrew and Allison were technically both rookies, 

although Harmon, a bonus baby, had played some games with the Senators in each of five 

previous seasons, topping out at 44 in 1956. Griffith wanted both bats in the lineup and even 

moved in the fences at Griffith Stadium to accommodate his young power hitters. 

 On April 23, 1959, Post columnist Shirley Povich wrote, "The triumphs of the Nats have been 

few since the Opening Day game. But a continual joy has been the deeds of Bob Allison, who is 

installing himself solidly in the affections of Griffith Stadium fans and winning the deep friendship 

of Manager Cookie Lavagetto too.”  

"He is realizing that he belongs in the majors and is now looking tough to pitchers," said 

Lavagetto. Washington trainer Doc Lentz proclaimed Allison the most perfect physical specimen 

he had seen in 30 years of training. 

When Allison hit a grand slam off Early Wynn on May 6 in Chicago, it gave the Nats a 6-4 win 

and 7-2 western road trip, their most successful since a 9-1 trip to the west in 1949. 

In 1959, Allison hit .261 and had 85 runs batted in. His 30 homers were within one of Ted 

Williams’ rookie record of 31, set in 1939. Oddly, in four years in the minors he hit only a total of 

28 home runs.  

In the Rookie of the Year voting, Allison got 18 of the 24 votes needed, four more than Pearson 

the year before. There were five votes for Cleveland's Jim Perry and one for Kansas City 

outfielder Russ Snyder. Allison stole 13 bases and led the league with nine triples. He hit 29 of 

his 30 homers against right-handed pitching and homered off 25 different pitchers. 

Not especially fast, Allison was a good base runner, hitting a lot of doubles and triples. 

Defensively, he got a good read on fly balls. He was primarily a right fielder, but played all three 

outfield positions. He finished in the top five in the American League in outfield assists three 

times. Like Pearson before him, Allison played winter ball in Cuba in the off season after his 

rookie year. But he quit in mid- season because he wanted to spend with his family. 

But unlike Pearson, Allison got a raise of $5,000 after his great debut. "The sophomore jinx 

business is silly," he told the Post. "I don’t see why I can't do as well as last year. I know I only 



hit .261 and I know I can do better. I have a lot to learn. But I picked up invaluable experience 

last season. It stands to reason that I should do better. I'm proud of the fact that I've improved 

every year I have been in baseball.” But the rookie jinx did affect him. In 1960, Allison hit only 

.251 with 15 homers with 69 RBI. He did hit 30 doubles.  

Unfortunately for Senators fans, Allison’s stay in Washington was brief. The franchise relocated 

to Minneapolis after the 1960 season. Allison was sad to leave Washington, but adapted to 

Minnesota. He even wrote a baseball column while playing there that was published in over 400 

weekly papers. And as a Twin, he earned the respect of his fellow big leaguers and was 

appointed as a player representative to a four-man player pension fund committee consisting of 

two owners and two players. 

In 13 seasons in the majors, Allison was a two-time All-Star. He played in the 1956 World Series 

and in the 1969 and 1970 American League Championship Series. Allison died at age 60 in 

1997 of ataxis, a neurological disorder that affects nerve cells in the brain.  

More than 50 years later, 20-year-old Bryce Harper became the next Washington player to be 

named his league’s top rookie. Harper won the National League Rookie of the Year Award in 

2012. Harper was three years younger than Pearson was in 1958 and four years younger than 

Allison was in 1959. He hit 22 home runs, and had a .270 batting average and 59 RBI in 139 

games. 

 

WHAT IT’S LIKE TO PLAY SINGLE A BASEBALL:  Inside the Ironbirds, by Greg Larson 

Alex Schmarzo sits in front of his locker in the Aberdeen Ironbirds’ clubhouse during pre-season 

workouts. There are 40 players milling around a locker room meant for 30. Schmarzo was the 

Orioles’ 48th-round draft pick in 2010, which means 1,437 players were chosen by every team in 

major League baseball before him. It’s 2012 now, and he is 23 years old, a veteran among 

children who have just been drafted out of high school, barely old enough to legally spit the 

tobacco they all have lodged in their lips as they laugh around him in groups of fours and fives. 

Everyone is wearing high black socks and the all-black dry-fit shirts and shorts with the single 

Orioles’ cartoon logo on them. 

Schmarzo’s lip, too, is fat with Grizzly Wintergreen chewing tobacco that he’s spitting into a 

small paper Dixie cup he holds in his left hand. Spit shoots out of his mouth framed by a Fu 



Manchu mustache that makes the brown gobs look like footballs soaring through goalposts. He 

is sitting in one of the metal fold-up chairs in everyone’s locker, staring at the ground, -through 

the carpet of the locker room, with bags under his eyes. I know Schmarzo well enough already 

to guess that he did not sleep last night. 

I ask him what’s going on. 

He glances up to me and shakes his head, running his hand through his hair, which is coarse 

and feathers out from the bottom of a mullet that sticks out the back of his Ironbirds cap. This is 

what the players refer to as a “flow” and it’s one of those baseball styling choices that garners 

respect in the dugout and clubhouse, but is met with nothing but suspicion in the real world. 

“I’m leaving,” he says. “Just look at all these guys.” He gestures around the packed clubhouse 

to players enjoying themselves despite the fact that some of them must inevitably be released.   

He has already cried wolf about quitting baseball at least twice since he drove up from 

Sarasota, Fla., where most of these guys have been playing in 100-degree heat in front of 

crowds of five at the Orioles’ minor league spring training facility. 

I only nod to acknowledge his statement. 

“I’m too f***ing old to be here, man. What am I even doing here?” 

I refrain from reminding him that his ERA was 6.69 last year, much worse than what he would 

need to move up in the organization. Schmarzo is technically not on the roster and is therefore 

not being paid. He is essentially a non-roster invitee whose payment is nothing more than the 

privilege of spending the day working his butt off at the ballpark for a team that he is not 

technically a part of. 

I shake my head, not sure how to respond. 

“They’d be doing me a favor if they cut me, really. But I don’t know what I’d do. Look around at 

most of these guys: almost none of ‘em have a college degree. Jiminez, Rivera, Nivar, they 

probably never got out of elementary school. Maybe three guys in this clubhouse have college 

degrees, and I’m one of ‘em. And even I’m f***ed. Some were drafted out of high school. Most 

of these guys don’t know how to take care of themselves because people like you feed them 

and do their laundry and stuff. Most of us don’t have any idea what we’d be doing if we weren’t 

playing baseball. It’s our identity.” 



Zach Petersime, Alex’s best friend, roommate, locker neighbor and 45th round draft pick, walks 

past us. 

“Slime, what would you be doing if you weren’t playing baseball?” 

He looks at Schmarzo like they’re both stupid and shrugs as if the question has never crossed 

his mind before. 

Slime says he has no idea and walks away. 

“See what I mean?” Schmarzo says. “This life [messes} with you, man. I always say it’s like 

scratching lottery tickets: when you have enough guys together playing the lotter, buying 

scratch-offs, of course one or two of them are going to win big. It’s inevitable. But they win and 

you’re just left sitting there scratching away. You throw your money and time away one dollar 

and one day at a time. But those guys won though, right? So maybe I can too. So we keep 

coming back for more and more until we realize that we’re broke and out of time.” He breaks his 

frantic eye contact with me and leans his elbows back onto his knees and stares through the 

floor again. “That’s what it’s like to play Single-A baseball.” 

 

MUSEUM DISCOUNTS:  SABR Members Can Save on Memberships, By Patrick 

Dickerson 

SABR members can receive 10 percent off senior, individual, or family memberships at the 

Babe Ruth Birthplace and Sports Legends Museum under a special discount program. 

Baltimore honors the legacy of baseball's larger-than-life hero George Herman "Babe" Ruth, in 

the house where he was born. The museums tell our favorite stories about the Babe, Brooks 

Robinson, Cal Ripken, and more with the best in Maryland sports. 

With your 10 percent discount, you’ll receive:  a Babe Ruth bobblehead; a 20 percent discount 

on gift shop merchandise; “The Sports Page,” the museum’s quarterly newsletter; and an 

exclusive opportunity to view special items from the museum’s archives.  

To receive your discounted membership, call or visit the Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum gift 

shop or the Sports Legends ticket booth and ask for the 10 percent SABR discount. See the 

museum’s webpage at www.baberuthmuseum.org/membership or call Patrick Dickerson at 

(410) 727-1539, ext. 3033 for more details on membership. The Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum 

http://www.baberuthmuseum.org/membership


is located at 216 Emory St. in Baltimore. Sports Legend Museum is located at 301 West 

Camden St., adjacent to Camden Yards. 

 

TALKIN’ BASEBALL:  Upcoming Talks Scheduled, By Dave Paulson 

Jason Rodriguez will be the featured speaker May 2 at the next meeting of “Talkin’ Baseball,” 

which features presentations and discussions with well-known baseball authors. He will discuss 

his book, “The 1867 Washington Nationals.” (This is not a typographical error) 

Other upcoming meetings and speakers include: 

June 13:  Bob Blosss, “Rookies of the Year” 

July 11:  Jim Sargent, “Yesterday's Tiger Heroes" 

October 3:  Mark Hyman, "The Most Expensive Game in Town" 

The meetings are held at 9 a.m. at Brighton Gardens, 7110 Minstrel Way, Columbia, MD. Come 

and bring a friend. 

 

CIGARS AND CURVEBALLS:  Fund Raiser Benefits D.C. Grays, By Thom Loverro 

The second annual "Cigars and Curveballs" fund raiser will take place on Monday, April 27, 

from 6 to 8 p.m. at Shelly's Back Room, 1331 F Street, NW, Washington, D.C., to raise money 

for the D.C. Grays, the non-profit organization devoted to bringing baseball to inner-city 

Washington youth. 

 The event will help support the mission and services of the D.C. Grays Baseball Club this 

summer season. It will feature a chance for you to win autographed sports memorabilia, 

Presidents Club Washington Nationals tickets, and many other prizes. 

If you would like to attend, you can send a check to Thom Loverro and we will send back the 

tickets. Or, you can purchase them at the door. Contact Loverro at  thomloverro@yahoo.com or 

301-230-3582. 

For more information, visit www.dcgrays.com 

 

LOOKING FOR BASEBALL BOOKS?  Seeking to Move His Collection 

John Old, who lives in Falls Church, Va., is moving to a smaller house and looking to dispose of 

his collection of baseball books, all published since 1970. 
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The collection incudes the professionally published Baseball Abstracts, Roger Angell 

collections, and other works. 

For more information, you can contact John at 571-242-5126 or at Leftfieldster@gmail.com 

TRIVIA ANSWER:  Nick Johnson posted a .428 on-base percentage in 2006, third best in the 

National League  
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