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Baseball Increases Latino Marketing Efforts

by Anthony Salazar

As the 2006 season opened, Major League
Baseball (MLB) proudly announced that 223 of
‘the 813 players on club rosters (both active
and disabled) are foreign-born. Of that, 189
hail from Latin American countries.

For the past several years, the number of for-
eign-born players has increased to a certain
degree, especially Latin-born players. As La-
tino players comprise a fair number on rosters
of clubs in Latino-rich cities, clubs have lever-
aged the popularity of these players to the La-
tino community.

Teams have enhanced their websites to in-
clude Spanish, with more in-depth coverage
on Latino players, or added Spanish broad-
casts, or formulated new marketing programs
to reach out to the Latino community for the
very first time. Even minor league teams have
realized the potential of the Latino buying
power in their communities. This movement
makes sense, as nearly half of all minor leagu-
ers are Latino.

 Baseball Increases Lati

Latinos Enter the .

Editor'sNote

The Houston Astros, one of baseball’s van-
guards in this arena, re-launched Astrosdehous-
ton.com to cover current Astro news and infor-
mation, providing a host of writers from Nicara-
gua and Venezuela. Other Latino-rich marketing
platforms have bode well for the Spanish-
speaking fanbase.

Teams such as the Minnesota Twins and Tampa
Bay Devil Rays have added either Spanish radio
broadcasts for the first time, or have enhanced

See MARKETING, page 3

Latinos Enter Baseball Hall of Fame
by Anthony Salazar

They are called “Legends of Negro League
Baseball.” They were also Latino pioneers. In-

. ducted in to the National Baseball Hall of Fame

this past summer were Jose Mendez, Alex
Pompez and Cristobal Torriente.

These men were inducted along with others, as
a recognition for their efforts and contributions to
black baseball. This group had been among an
original list of 39 candidates put together by
baseball researchers and historians, including
several SABR members as part of $250,000 pro-
ject funded by Major League Baseball.

In Tampa, earlier this year, A smaller group, for-
mer baseball Commissioner Fay Vincent chaired
the committee that scrutinized each candidate's
credentials. In a secret balloting process, the
group then selected 17 from the final list to be
honored as Hall of Fame inductees.

See the Hall of Fame’s website for more details.
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Olympic Trials Open with Americans Still Standing on Outside Looking In
By Peter Bjarkman

The honchos that run USA Baseball were sup-  Americans do not seem very good. The Team
posed to have received a wake-up call from the USA roster still remains a mystery as MLB clubs
shocking results of last spring’s World Baseball have refused to
Classic that left an American major league name possible AAA
Dream Team of Alex Rodriguez and company  candidates for the
sitting on the sidelines. But less than six months American roster un-
later the Americans still don’t seem to be taking til after the July 31
international baseball very seriously. trade deadline
passes.

With the Western Hemisphere Olympic trials
scheduled for Havana during the last week of Whatever USA nine
August and first week of September, the direc- s finally fielded it
tors of USA Baseball have yet to name a roster  will be one with little
to compete against a field that will include Can- if any cohesion. The
ada, Colombia, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Panama,  USA university all-
the Dominicans, Aruba, Brazil, Puerto Rico, star squad playing
Venezuela, and of course the heavily favored in Haarlem in late
host Cubans. From this twelve-team group only July was able to win N
two pretenders will make the trip to Beijing in only two of its five  cAGc champs, 2006. Photo
September 2008 for what might likely be the fi- outings and was courtesy author.
nal Olympic baseball tournament. walloped 9-0 by the

Cubans, behind Industriales ace Denys Suarez,
If there was any doubt that Cuba would be an a second-level hurler who didn’t even make his

overwhelming favorite at the Havana tourna- country’'s WBC roster.

ment next month, that doubt was put to rest with

the recent baseball competitions at the just- Olympic baseball is in serious peril with only two
concluded Central American and Caribbean years remaining before what might be the final
Games in Cartagena. Olympic tournament in Beijing. Little progress

has been made in recent months to overturn a
Still featuring most of their regular WBC lineup, Summer 2005 I0C vote removing baseball and
the fearsome Cubans breezed to seven straight softball from the 2012 London Games. Worse
wins to come away with a fourteenth CAG still, the Olympic baseball movement has re-
crown in the 17 tournaments they have entered cently lost its most eloquent champion with the
since 1926. Defeating Mexico 7-5 in the semis  unexpected death earlier this month of Italian
and the Dominicans 7-1 in the finals, the Cu- IBAF president Aldo Notari.
bans also found a new star in Industriales first '
sacker Alex Mayeta, who walked off with tourna- One thing alone seems to be a safe bet for the
ment MVP honors. At the very same time, a tal- 2008 Beijing Games and it is that Cuba will al-
ented Cuban B Squad featuring no starters from - most certainly be there to defend its crown won

the second-place WBC club was also ripping in Athens. If there is any other safe bet it is that
through the field at the Haarlem Baseball Week with no American team on the field in Beijing
tournament in the Netherlands. there will be few North American fans who will

much care or likely even know that Olympic
The battle in Havana next month will seemingly baseball is still being played.
be for the one remaining Olympic slot alongside
the shoo-in Cubans, and the prospects for the
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BEISBOL TRIVIA CHALLENGE

1. Who hit a World Series grand slam?:
a. Orlando Cepeda c. Jose Canseco
b. Tony Perez d. Julio Franco

2. Aside from Bert Campaneris, who played
all nine positions in one game ?

a. Moises Alou c. Jose Pagan

b. Cesar Tovar d. Rod Carew

3. Damaso Garcia & Alfredo Griffin com-
prised a double play combination for?

a. Toronto Blue Jays c. Oakland A’s

b. Los Angeles Dodgers d. Seattle Mariners

4. He led the American League in losses
for four consecutive seasons?

a. Aurelio Lopez c. Tippy Martinez
b. Connie Marrero d. Pedro Ramos
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MARKETING from page1 -

eir Spanlsh Ianguage capabllmes The Twms h

ony Oliva to prowde color commentary for the ei

ames the club is prov:dmg in Spanish, reachmg ou

M lnnesota rapidly growung Latino population.
) T

Clded w1th a Latmo-the : me where the

Research Needs &
Announcements _.

Peter Bjarkman announces the upcoming release of his
latest book, LATINO

BASEBALL LEGENDS: A
BIOGRAPHICAL ENCY-
CLOPEDIA. The book is
slated for a Spring 2007
release date by Green-
wood Press. Sometime
around April 2007, Bjark-
man reports. it is the fol-
low-up to Bjarkman's 2005
book, DIAMONDS
AROUND THE GLOBE:
THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
INTERNATIONAL BASE-
BALL, also published by

Greenwood Press.

eam took the field wearing uniforms as the
serveceros,” Brewers in Spanish. The event aimed
o reach out the Milwaukee’s growing Latino commu- -
ity. o

Inan effort to create a vertical Latino marketing pl'an" "

eir minor league affiliates, the Padres have en-
ouraged the clubs in their system to reach out to
atinos in their communities. As a result, the Fort
ayne ‘Wizards (Class A - Midwest League) found
otential customers in the area’s Latino community.
inger the Dragon, the club’s mascot and the parent
lub’s mascot, the Swingin' Eriar, played with chil-
ren and parents at commumty events in attempts -

S ue streams. Finding
hey can Ieverage Latino players in their local
ommunity is smart business sense. Their
,Stment will take time, but will prove fruitful in the
ng run. These marketmg initiatives are a great ;
ommitment to the Latino commumty and should 0
ontmue to thnve -
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Latino No-Hitters

By Tony Menéndez

in a recent contest, rookie Anibal Sanchez from
the Florida Marlins threw a no-hit no run game
against the Arizona Diamondbacks. The Vene-
zuelan becomes the 9th Latino to hurl a no-
hitter. In case you’re wondering, here are the
Latinos who have accomplished this feat:

JUEGOS “NO HIT - NO RUN”

« 1963 Juan Marichal (Republica Dominicana),
San Francisco Giants vs. Houston Astros, 1-
0, NL

« 1976 John Candelaria (Puerto Rico), Pitts-
burgh Pirates vs. Los Angeles, 2-0, NL

. 1987 Juan Nieves (Puerto Rico), Milwaukee
Brewers vs. Baltimore Orioles, 7-0, AL

« 1990 Fernando Valenzuela (México), Los
. Angeles Dodgers vs. St. Louis Cardinals 6-0
NL

« 1991 Wiison Alvarez (Venezuela), Chicago
White Sox vs. Baltimore Orioles, 7-0, AL

. 1995 Ramén Martinez (Republica Domini-
cana), Los Angeles Dodgers vs. Florida Mar-
lins, 7-0, NL -

« 1997 Francisco Cordova-Ricardo Rincén
(México), Pittsburgh Pirates vs. Houston As-
fros, 3-0, NL

1999 José Jimenez (Republica Dominicana),
St. Louis Cardinals vs. Arizona Diamond-
backs, 1-0, NL

. 2006 Anibal Sanchez (Venezuela), Florida
Marlins vs. Arizona Diamondbacks, 2-0, NL

JUEGO PERFECTO “NO HIT - NO

RUN” (Perfect Game)

. 1991 Dennis Martinez (Nicaragua), Montreal
Expos vs. Houston Astros, 2-0, NL

CubaBall Tours Now Registering for 2007 Adventure

From CubaBaliTours.com

You are invited to join the annual CubaBall Tour from Fri-
day 9th to Saturday 17th, February, 2007.

The success of the World Baseball Classic placed interna-
tional baseball in the spotlight. It can no longer be claimed
that the World Series represents baseball at its best.

against top-
flight profes-

CubaBall participants in the dugout in Pinar
del Rio's ballpark.

sional teams. Cuban stars, such as Pedro Luis Lazo,
Yuleski Gouriel, and Frederich Cepeda, known to all Cu-
ban fans, were unknown to even the most avid fans. Now,
they are known to the larger baseball world and must be
considered among the top players in the world.

CubaBall Tours gives baseball fans an opportunity to see
games of the Cuban National Series and to observe the
high caliber game that captivated everyone during the
WBC. In addition attending games and meeting players
and ranking officials of Cuban baseball, CubaBall explores
Cuba's rich baseball past, visiting monuments and historic
parks that hosted legendary figures of Latin and Negro
League baseball.

For more information on the trip, visit
www.CubaBallTours.com
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Study Looks at Baseball’s Racial and Gender Issues
By Anthony Salazar

The Annual Racial and Gender Report Card, published by « Omar Minaya is baseball’'s only Latino general man-
Central Florida University's Institute for Diversity and Eth- ager

ics in Sport, examined baseball’s issues in diversity. The
2005 update was released earlier this season, and for pur- i
poses of this discussion, we will look at the report as it per- mondback employ 3 Latino VPs)

tains to Latinos in baseball. . Latino broadcasters increased from 15% to 17%

There are 12 Latino VPs on baseball clubs (the Dia-

The report highlighted certain areas from the past 2005 The number of Latino players increased to 29% of all base-

season, including: _ _ . ball players in 2005. This figure has not grown too steadily
. OZZ|e GUIllen became the f!l‘St LatInO tO win a WOI'|d dunng the past several years: 26% m 2004’ 28% in 2003,
Series 28% in 2002; 26% in 2001; 26% in 2000; and 26% in 1999.

o Arturo Moreno remains the only Latino owner (Los An-

geles Angels of Anaheim) However, in looking at the percentage in 1991, we see that

. . _ 14% of all players were Latino. Conversely, while the
- Baseball has two Latino managers (Guillen & Felipe  nymber of Latinos grew during this period, the number of
Alou) African American players has steadily decreased. That,

. 29% of MLB coaches are either black or Latino however, is a separate discussion. The entire report can
be found within the website: www.bus.ucf.edu/sport.

« 28.7% of players are Latino

- ]fans and experts are dlvuded on the :ssue askmg L
whether or not this type of honor is comparable o
he impact Jackie Roblnson played on baseball as
, ﬁtplayer who integrated the game in 1947. .
Clemente has been honored with an award n hrs -

‘ me by baseball and a bndge 1n P|ttsburgi ;

: ~I|er th;s season,‘th_‘
tion with the John.
ate LA, presented “Mexncan-Amencan Baseball i
S Angeles From the Bamos to the Big Leagues
omponents included exhibitions, oral histories an
chives that chronicled the !mpact of baseball in th - s “ -
lCan-Amencan community, featuring the contro—  This past season, the Hall of Fame
rsial battle for Chavez Ravme 'nd the rise of

‘Fernandomama . -

imed 1 p with
’ CITGO to brmg a travelmg exhxbmon on the cont/nbu-_

een the museum and its counterparts inLatin

ica. Other initiatives include the creationof
anish translations of key materials found atfthe
of \Fame aswellas translatlons of
,Iaques on thelr websrte .

h:s past season the tour visited: Mmute Ma1
er Park; Petco Park: Dolphln Stadium; Camden
ase Field: Fenway Park; Comenca Park Turne
Troplcana Fleld -
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A note from the Editor

by Anthony Salazar

This publication issue marks it’s third anniver-
sary. Over the course of these past few years,
we have had great contributions from stalwart
members of SABR’s Latino baseball committee.
| have sincerely appreciated your efforts and en-
couragement.

At the recent meeting with Latino committee at
SABR36 in Seattle, Washington. We paid trib-
ute to our past chair, Eduardo Valero, who
passed away several months. As we move for-
ward, we look to our committee’s future, won-
dering how we can improve it, and make it a
stronger and more productive arm of the SABR
mission.

First, we are going to build a website, and make
it a valued resource to historians and research-
ers interested in telling the Latino story in base-
~ ball. To that end, we should also look to be-
come a more visible resource to the media, as
well Major League Baseball and Minor League
Baseball.

We should also look to build our committee, not
only among our SABRen, but we should ook to
bring in those interested in the Latino baseball
experience, to share their enthusiasm and pas-
sion. We have much to offer other committees
as well, as they have much to share with us.

We are the committee. Let's make it stronger.

 Latin American Baseball Committee
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~ Edwin Fernandez -
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