
Blindsided by his sudden dismis-
sal after the 1980 NLCS loss to Phila-
delphia, Tal Smith was urged by mi-
nority owners of the Houston Astros 
to stay in Houston while they attempt-
ed to vote owner John McMullen out 
of control. McMullen had acted with-
out conferring with others in the own-

ership group in 
removing 
Smith, despite 
the Astros’ 
most success-
ful season in 
team history.  

McMullen sur-
vived the coup 
and hired Al 
Rosen as his 
new general 
manager. 
Smith turned 
his attention to 

starting a new business, Tal Smith En-
terprises, to consult with major league 
teams. Soon the company was flour-
ishing by winning arbitration cases. 
The first experience for Tal in arbitra-
tion had come in 1974 with the Yan-
kees. “In those days, the difference at 
stake was about $4-5,000.”  

In 1981, that number had grown.  
“I got a call from Ray Grebey, Execu-
tive Director of MLB Labor Relations, 
asking if I would be available to help 
on salary arbitration,” Smith recalled. 
The result? “Oakland prevailed to the 
tune of $440,000 when you added up 
the two cases,” remembered Smith. 

“That got me thinking, ‘There’s a need 
for this in baseball.’”  

He had actually proposed it to oth-
er general managers prior to that. “I 
thought there were so many special-
ized functions that a GM cannot nec-
essarily be equipped to have expertise 
or have the time.” His visionary ap-
proach turned into a quickly-growing 
small business, with four men includ-
ed in the first TSE arbitration team. 
They lost their first case in 1982, but 
won the next seven – three against 
Marvin Miller associate Dick Moss. 
That led to some national notoriety 
and media coverage. 

By 1986, TSE represented 13 
clubs in arbitration. “I think the union 
felt, ‘One way that may get us out of 
this is to just overburden TSE.’ In-
stead of cases that might normally 
have settled, they made us go to court, 
so to speak. We had 96 filings that 
year.”  
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On July 19, 2022, the American 
League defeated the National League 
3-2 in the 92nd All-Star game at Dodg-
er Stadium. I planned on watching the 
game this year for the first time since 
2019 with my family, but things came 
up and no one was able to come over 
Tuesday night and so I recorded it, 
with plans to watch it later. It is the 
Saturday after the game as I write 
this, and I have still not watched one 
minute of the game and just a few 
minutes of the homerun contest.  

The All-Star Game and home run 
contest used to be must-see television 
in my house.  I am one of those weird 
baseball fans that got into the All-Star 
game.  I wanted to make sure every-
one knew that voting for the All-Stars 
was underway and I paid close atten-
tion to who was playing.   

I would circle the Monday and 
Tuesday of All-Star week every year 
and requested those days off weeks in 
advance to plan my day around the 
All-Star festivities.  I planned it out 
like most people plan for the Super 
Bowl.  My kids knew that All-Star 
game night was special because sup-
per would consist of either pizza, ta-
males, nachos, and good ole junk food 
like that.  They loved it.   

When the kids moved out of the 
house, I invited them over for the 
yearly tradition.  They came over, 
visited for a bit, ate some good food, 
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I was watching a college base-
ball game where one team loaded 
the bases in the first two innings but 
failed to score either time. 

So, I asked myself a question – 
how many times do teams fail to 
score after 
loading the 
bases?  My 
initial 
thoughts 
were that 
teams 
would score 
quite a few 
runs with 
the bases 
loaded.  
Failing to 
score twice 
in this situ-
ation would be an anomaly.  I antici-
pated that loading the bases would 
often lead to a big inning, which I 
define as scoring three or more runs. 

To answer this question, I used 
Retrosheet play-by-play data for the 
seasons 1915 to 2021 and located 
every instance when the bases were 
loaded. For this analysis, I counted 

the runs scored in the inning after 
the first time the bases were loaded. 
Even if the bases were cleared and 
reloaded a second (or third) time in 
the inning, these subsequent condi-
tions were not considered. 

With this limitation in place, I 
found 204,003 bases-loaded situa-
tions.  The quick answer – 44% of 
the time the team failed to score.  
This was much higher than I antici-
pated. 

For a more complete answer, I 
checked the results based on the 
number of outs when the bases were 
first loaded. As you would expect, 
the fewer the outs the fewer the 
times the team was shutout. 

With no outs (39,482 times), the 
team scored at least one run 86% of 
the time, being shut out only 14% of 
the time. In addition, the team 
scored three or more runs (the big 
inning) 40% of the time. This was in
-line with my original thoughts. 

If the bases are loaded after one 
out (81,418 times), the shut-out per-
centage more than doubles to 34% 
with the big inning percentage drop-
ping to 25%. 

The two-out, bases-loaded situa-
tion is the most common, happening 
83,103 times. However, as expected, 
it’s much harder to score runs in this 
case. The shut-out percentage dou-
bles again to 69%. The team has 
only a 12% chance of a big inning. 

So next time your team loads 
the bases, check the number of outs 
before thinking a big inning is in the 
works. And don’t be upset if they 
end up with nothing to show for it.  
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Chapter Officers     

Articles Solicitation   

Want to get into the game?  Tired of 
sitting on the bench?  Play ball with us 
by sending in articles for future newslet-
ters!  Give your fellow chapter members, 
and other SABR’ites, solid hits of wis-
dom, wonderment, and wit in an article 
of your choice that relates to baseball, 
especially Houston baseball.  Rookies 
are welcome; our cracker-jack editors 
will tone up your prose into major league 
quality.  Just send your articles, from 
200 to 1000 words, to umpire / editor 
Tony Cavender at anthony.cavender 
@pillsburylaw.com by October 15 for 
our Fall issue.  Start writing your open-
ing pitch; join the lineup!   

The editorial board would like to 
honor the Hall of Fame players who 
passed away within the past two years by 
having our chapter members write per-
sonal remembrances of them. If you 
have unique experiences or memories 
with any of the recently departed players 
or managers, please send your stories to 
our umpire/editor and we will publish 
them in future newsletters. For each arti-
cle, please provide your photo and any 
artwork that goes with your story.  We 
cannot promise that we will use all the 
stories, but we’ll try.     

Editorial Board 

Bases Loaded?  Odds for Scoring Runs   
By Chris Chestnut   

Chris Chestnut 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/Sabr-Larry-Dierker-Chapter-136339863099843/posts/
http://www.sabrhouston.org/
https://twitter.com/houstonsabr
mailto:anthony.cavender@pillsburylaw.com
mailto:anthony.cavender@pillsburylaw.com
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Baseball    Trivia  

William Sydney Porter, the fa-
mous American writer who published 
hundreds of short stories under the 
pseudonym O. Henry until his death 
in 1910, was a reporter and commen-
tator for the Houston Post.  He knew 
his Samuel Coleridge, the author of 
The Ancient Mariner, and published a 
very brief short story in the Houston 
Post in 1895.  The hero of his story 
was an unnamed Texas League short-
stop who terminated his marriage 
engagement after his fiancée gave 
him a copy of Coleridge’s book, 
which begins: “it is an ancient mari-
ner, and he stopped one of 
three.”  The shortstop was outraged 
by this because he could handle nine 
of ten “grasscutters.” 

The 1895 Houston team had a 
couple of shortstops, including Harry 
Steinfeldt, who played third base for 
the Cubs 
during the 
legendry 
Tinker to 
Evers to 
Chance 
era.  Per-
haps O. 
Henry cov-
ered Texas 
League 
baseball in 
those 
days.     

O. Henry 
moved to Texas in 1882 for reasons 
of health with a friend who entered 
politics.  He became a bank teller in 
Austin after resigning his political 
appointment at the Texas General 
Land Office when the friend lost his 
race for Texas governor in 1890.   

He moved to Houston in 1895, 
but federal bank auditors determined 
that he had embezzled funds at the 
Austin bank and was indicted.  He 
was convicted of this offense and 
spent three years as an inmate at the 
Ohio Penitentiary.  After his early 
release for good behavior in 1901, he 
moved to New York City, and be-
came a famous writer of classic short 
stories, including a story about the 
Cisco Kid.  

 

Baseball is reflective of 
society, so a glance at the 
game in 1922 and 2022 may 
be instructive. 

In 1922, the Houston Buffs fin-
ished in seventh place in the Class A 
Texas League, 50 games behind the 
powerful Fort Worth Cats.  The team 
drew 52,000 fans for the year and 
finished slightly ahead of the Shreve-
port Gassers.  One of the best players 
on the Buffs was Ray Blades, who 
was promoted to the majors in 1922 
and played ten years for the St. Louis 
Cardinals in the National League, 
before managing the Cardinals in 
1939-1940.   

Hitters had a big year in 1922:  
Rogers Hornsby won the triple crown 
in the NL, batting .401, with 42 home 
runs and 152 RBIs.  Ken Williams of 
the St. Louis Browns, who finished 
one game behind the Yankees, led the 
AL with 39 home runs.  George 
Sisler hit .420 with 250 base hits.  Ty 
Cobb hit .401 while managing the 
Tigers.   

Branch Rickey managed the Car-
dinals that year.  The New York Gi-

ants won the NL pennant for John 
McGraw and defeated the Yankees in 
the World Series.  The next year, the 
Yankees won their first World Se-
ries.  Also, in 1922, the U.S. Supreme 
Court decided the case of Federal 
Baseball v. National League, which 
held that the federal antitrust laws did 
not apply to big league baseball.  The 
radio broadcasting of major league 
games was in its infancy, and there 
was a plethora of newspapers em-
ploying sportswriters.  

In 1922, James Joyce’s Ulysses 
was published to the consternation of 
many critics who found it a very dif-
ficult book to read.  T. S. Eliot’s po-
em, The Waste Land, was published, 
which also sowed some confu-
sion.  The U.S. President was Warren 
G. Harding, and the most popular 
movie was Robin Hood, starring 
Douglas Fairbanks. 

In 2022, it is very unlikely that 
any hitters will compile such impres-
sive statistics.  The most popular 
movie in 2022, so far, is Top Gun, 
another swashbuckler.   

None of the New York Times best 
seller books are likely to have much 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What was the last team to integrate in MLB?   

2. Who was the Yankees’ upcoming heir to Mickey Mantle in the late 1960’s?   

3. Who pitched the first no-hitter for Houston and when?   

4. Who was the only regular “Amazin’ Met” player in 1962 to hit over .300?    

5. What was Sammy Sosa’s first team and when did he reach the majors?   

           Answers on page 6            

Editorial Remembrances: Short Stops through History to the 1922 Season 
By Tony Cavender 

O. Henry in the 1890’s 

1922 continues on page 6 

Prepared by John Lloyd 
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The normal rate of cases that 
reach a settlement was about 85%, 
however in 1986, 25 TSE cases went 
to hearings. That 
stretched Smith’s staff. 
Tal could present one 
case in the morning and 
another in the afternoon, 
but he needed help if 
there were multiple cas-
es overlapping.  

Labor attorneys 
Chris Knepp and John 
McHale, Jr. were on 
staff. Knepp argued sev-
eral cases. But his usual 
role was doing the re-
buttal. That came after 
the player’s agent and 
Smith presented their 
opening arguments.  

“Structurally it 
worked out very well, 
both because we did 
have some advance 
knowledge of what they 
would be doing plus we 
got to hear that case in 
addition to having an 
hour of time while our 
case was being present-
ed to prepare the rebut-
tal,” said Knepp.  

But baseball arbitra-
tion was quite different 
from labor arbitration. 
“One of the veteran ar-
bitrators was listening 
and Tal was doing his 
thing and laying out the 
player’s career and he 
said, ‘This player came 
up for a cup of coffee,’ 
and the arbitrator said, 
‘What are you talking 
about?’  

There were arbitra-
tors who did not follow 
baseball closely. “They 
were traditionally labor 
arbitrators who were 
hearing cases about 
some guy getting fired 
for sleeping on the job 
or he had three safety 
infractions and he got 
fired or didn’t get paid 
the right overtime. 

That’s where almost all these guys 
were coming from,” said Knepp.  

“Just his analytical skills – good 
Lord,” said former Astros General 

Manager Tim Purpura. “I loved 
watching him calculate ERAs and 
batting averages and on-base percent-
ages in his head while we were sitting 

up in the booth watch-
ing games. His mind is 
just always calculating 
things.”   

   Smith also conducted 
his cases without of-
fending the player in-
volved. “He would not 
tear down a player,” 
said Purpura. “He 
would look more at if 
this player had this lev-
el of performance, then 
maybe he might be de-
serving of that number, 
but he didn’t dwell on 
the negatives and tear 
down a guy.” 

   “The object of arbi-
tration is to seek settle-
ment – to get both sides 
to submit numbers that 
because of the fact they 
have to support them in 
arbitration cases may 
not be too far off the 
mark,” explained 
Smith. The goal then 
for each side is to prove 
that their side of the 
midpoint between the 
two figures is more ap-
propriate. 

   For example, see 
Pence Arbitration Box 

to left.   

   “We did Barry Bonds 
twice. We did Bobby 
Bonilla twice. We won 
all four of those cases,” 
said Smith. “I don’t 
think we really ever 
developed any animosi-
ty. From a competitive 
standpoint, you always 
want to win regardless 
of what the issue is. 
Players by nature are 
always very competi-
tive, but I don’t think 
there was any personal 
animosity at all.” 

In two winning deci-

Smith continued from page 1  

Smith continues on page 6 

          Anatomy of an Arbitration 

Here's Tal Smith’s opening statement in the 2010 Hunter 
Pence arbitration case: 

“In support of the Club’s position and its contention that the 
Player is greatly overreaching, the Astros will present exhibits 
demonstrating that: 

- Although he recovered to end the season with relatively 
good offensive numbers, the early season slump by Pence and 
others buried the Astros in last place, 9½ games out. They did 
not escape the cellar until June 9. 

- In 2010, Pence’s BAVG at the All-Star break was .263. In 
games after the break, he hit at a .302 clip – 39 points higher. 
The difference between his first half and second half perfor-
mance in 2010 mirrored the inconsistency he experienced a 
year earlier when there was a 35-point swing between his .298 
BAVG prior to the 2009 All-Star Game and the .263 BAVG af-
ter. 

As pointed out in tab 2 (see Net Total Bases text), there 
are varying means of measuring offensive performance. 

- Runs and RBIs are primarily dependent on a player’s po-
sition in the batting order and the performance of teammates. 

- BAVG does not measure power or a player’s ability to get 
on base by other means (walks and hit by pitch). 

- OBA (or OBA) credits walks and hit by pitch but does not 
weigh the value of the hits (treats the walk the same as a 
grand slam HR). 

- SLG weighs the value of extra base hits but does not give 
credit to walks and hit by pitch.  

The average salary in 2010 for all players with four to five 
years of MLS was about $3,675,000. The Astros’ offer exceeds 
that by $1,475,000. The midpoint exceeds it by $2,350,000; the 
Player’s submission by $3,225,000. 

- The recent performance of the Astros in its league stand-
ing and attendance do not aid Pence’s cause. (see tab 4) 

- Pence’s performance over the last three years shows a 
significant decline from his rookie season in 2007 and an ab-
sence of any consistent improvement over the three-year peri-
od. (see tab 5) 

- When compared to other outfielders and first basemen, 
Pence’s offensive performance places him generally in the 
middle of the pack. (see tabs 6 and 7) 

- There is no remarkable or special contribution from 
Pence’s defensive play or baserunning. (see tabs 7 and 8) 

- Pence did not earn any MLB honors or awards. (see tabs 
10 through 13) 

- A comparison with nine outfielders and first basemen 
from the 2010 and 2011 classes of 2

nd
 time arbitration eligible 

strongly supports the Astros’ position. Salaries of seven of the 
nine are below the Club’s submission. All nine are well below 
the midpoint. (see tabs 14 through 24 and the Summary in tab 
25)” 

The arbitrator ruled in favor of Pence in this case, which Tal 
counts as his most disappointing arbitration loss. But with this ap-
proach, he kept things entirely professional with the players. 
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stayed for a couple of innings, and 
left.  They have not been over to 
watch the game since 2019 but it is 
not really their fault.  The game just 
does not appeal to me like it did even 
a few years ago.   

This feeling of indifference that I 
have towards watching the mid-
summer classic has been growing for 
the last few years.  I am not sure why 
I feel this way, but I think that I am 
starting to understand why the game 
has lost some of its hold over me.    

I enjoyed watching the players 
wear their own uniforms and seeing 
all the different unforms and logos.  I 
felt that it gave the 
game a little bit of its 
own character.  All 
the players on the 
field or in the batter’s 
box in their own uni-
forms represented 
their own team and its 
fanbase.  When play-
ers started wearing 
the same types of uni-
forms in 2021, I feel 
something was lost.            

Next, are the 
matchups.  I do not 
mind interleague play at all, and I 
enjoy seeing the Astros play against 
clubs like the Pirates, Padres, and 
Mets but I feel that it has had a dra-
matic impact on the game itself.   

With interleague play now a per-
manent part of the game, a lot of the 
great matchups between the two 
league’s best hitters and pitchers that 
the All-Star game used to give fans 
like me seem a little trivial now.  
When the Astros were in the National 
League, I never saw AL clubs play 
much.  The All-Star Game gave 
younger fans like me in the pre-
interleague play era a chance to see 
our own Jeff Bagwell get a hit off 
Yankees pitcher David Cone in 1999.        

The homerun contest is also not 
the same.  I think these last few years, 
the contest announcers seem more 
interested in analyzing a player’s 

swing, instead of entertaining 
the audience.  There is no 
more Chris Berman and his 
ability to make the event 
watchable.  Until 2017, Ber-
man entertained the audience 
and gave us his trademark 
“back, back, back!”  Whether 
it was Ken Griffey Jr. with his 
swing and backwards hat or 
Josh Hamilton mesmerizing the Yan-
kee Stadium crowd with his unbeliev-
able 2008 performance, Berman at 
the helm made the night exciting for 
me.  The contest needs another Ber-
man in my opinion.       

The 2019 All-Star game held in 
Cleveland was the last time that I 

watched at least part of the 
midsummer classic.  There 
was not a game in 2020 and 
last year, I did not watch one 
minute of the game for the 
first time in a very long 
time.  I decided not to watch 
the game and went about my 
business that day when all 
the Astros chosen decided to 
skip out on the game.  Sur-
prisingly, I really did not 
miss the game.  I was more 
interested in wanting the 
Astros to rest up to make 
another World Series run. 

   I am fully aware of some of the 
highlights from this year’s contest 
even though I did not watch the 
game.  Juan Soto won the home run 
contest Monday night and Framber 
Valdez became the first Astros pitch-
er to record a win at an All-Star 
game.   

I know that the kind and all-
knowing Dodger Stadium crowd 
greeted the Astros players with boos 
even though Justin Verlander was the 
only player announced who was a 
part of that 2017 team that beat the 
Dodgers in the World Series fair and 
square despite all the rhetoric to the 
contrary.  I am aware that baseball 
took the time to celebrate Rachel 
Robinson’s 100th birthday and I am 
aware that one of my favorite pitchers 
growing up, Fernando Valenzuela, 
threw out the first pitch.     

All of this may seem like a “Get 
off my lawn” rant from a fan yearn-
ing for yesteryear but I am seriously 
concerned for baseball’s All-Star 
game.  The Sports Business Journal 
reported on July 20 that the MLB All-
Star Game “drew its lowest audience 
yet for the All-Star Game telecast,” 
down 9% from 2021 even though the 
7.51 million viewers from Tuesday 
was better than the other three major 
American sports (NFL, NBA, NHL) 
All-Star contests.   

Christopher Gasper of the Boston 
Globe said that Dodger Stadium was 
the perfect place for this year’s All-
Star Game.  Gaspar wrote that base-
ball needed to reclaim “a once-iconic 
brand that’s trying to reclaim lost lus-
ter and eyeballs.”  How do they do it?   

Gaspar wrote that to appeal to a 
younger generation of fans, baseball 
needed a game focused on “viral mo-
ments, not empty victory.” He went 
on.  “This might be "anathema to old-
time baseball fans," but it is "exactly 
the type of thinking baseball needs to 
remain relevant in an age of omni-
present entertainment options."  

I am not sure if Dodger Stadium 
did that for baseball, as the numbers 
in the Sports Business Journal point 
out with viewership but I hope base-
ball does something to fix the mid-
summer classic for fans like me mov-
ing forward. 

In my opinion, they can start by 
having players wear their own uni-
forms again.  It is just a thought.   

I will probably watch this year’s 
All-Star Game when my grandson 
comes over for a visit.  Until then, I 
am more interested in watching the 
Astros make another run towards the 
World Series.   

 
    Welcome New Members 

Anthony Garza ............... Houston, TX  
Alfred Southerland ......... Houston, TX  
Fernando Battaglini ........ Katy, TX  
Gavin Jennings ............... Houston, TX  
Patrick Petty ................... Houston, TX  
Brian Yoon ..................... Los Angeles, CA  
Pietro Striano ................. Riga, Latvia  

Message continued from page 1 

Mid-Summer Classic Tradition Barely Hangs On  

  Joe Thompson 
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and the terrace in left field. He also 
remembered Duffy’s Cliff at Fenway 
Park.  

When he mentioned those features, 
McLane embraced the idea and the 
center field terrace in Houston became 
known as Tal’s Hill. “We got some 
criticism when the flagpole was in play 
in deep center field,” said Tal. “Tiger 
Stadium had a flagpole in center field. 
Yankee Stadium had monuments in 
play in the outfield. It’s never been an 
issue. Nobody’s been injured on the 
hill.” Nonetheless, it was removed af-
ter an ownership change.  

When the first World Series for 
Houston finally arrived some 40 years 
after the Astrodome opened, it was a 
major achievement. “It was extremely 
satisfying, not just from a personal 
standpoint but on behalf of the fans 
and certainly all the employees that 
had devoted their work life to the 
club.” said Tal. 

Tim Purpura, the general manager 
of that team, absorbed the moment 
with Tal. “He was the institutional his-
torian to the extent that he knew almost 
all of the security people and the ush-
ers, and Jimmie the switchboard opera-
tor,” credited Purpura. “He had known 
some employees for 20-30 years, and 
he had ultimate respect from every-
body because he had treated all of 
them as if they were Drayton 
McLane.” 

Tal Smith hoisted the 2005 Nation-
al League championship trophy as one 
of the crowning achievements of a 61-
year career in baseball.   

Trivia Answers  

1. Boston Red Sox   

2. Bobby Murcer   

3. Don Nottebart on May 17, 1963  

4. Richie Ashburn  

5. Texas Rangers in 1989    

sions in 2008, TSE saved a happy 
owner Drayton McLane $3.65 mil-
lion. TSE’s final arbitration record 
was 81-65.   

When Drayton McLane, Jr. 
bought the Astros from McMullen in 
1992, he elevated Bill Wood to gen-
eral manager and asked him for ad-
vice. Wood responded, “Well, I 
know one thing 
you could do to 
help the ball club 
would be to rein-
state Tal Smith – 
because he’s right 
here in Houston, 
he knows all 
about our organi-
zation, he’s a fan-
tastic talent and it 
would be shame 
to see all that go 
to waste.”  

Tal, who han-
dled arbitration 
cases for the As-
tros, agreed to 
return as team 
president in 1994. 
After a 14-year 
absence from the 
organization, one 
of his first chal-
lenges was pro-
tecting the details of the largest trade 
in club history from leaking to the 
public. 

Tal’s son, Randy Smith, then 
GM of the San Diego Padres, had 
agreed to a massive 11-player trade 
with Houston. But the trade was put 
on hold because the Padres were in 
the midst of an ownership change. 
One of the new owners did not ap-
prove of trading Phil Plantier and 
Derek Bell as part of the deal, among 
other reservations.  

The trade was kept secret for a 
period of several weeks before the 
Padres signed off on it. Tim Purpura 

said of Tal’s leadership, “The thing I 
remember from when I first started 
working with him and up until that 
point was that he, in a good way, put 
the fear of God in you about making 
mistakes. He was a perfectionist, and 
I think he made all of us adhere to 
his high standards in how we ran the 
front office.  

He brought everybody in, I’ll 
never forget, to the GM’s office at 

the Astro-
dome and he 
put the fear 
of God in us 
that this was 
not gonna 
leak. We 
were all on 
pins and nee-
dles until it 
got an-
nounced. 
That boom-
ing voice, 
man – when 
it gets rolling 
(laughing), 
he’s a force 
of nature.”  

The Astros 
traded Ken 
Caminiti and 
Steve Fin-
ley, among 
others. The 

payroll restructuring allowed them to 
sign Craig Biggio and Jeff Bagwell 
to contract extensions to keep them 
in Houston. 

    With Biggio and Bagwell 
leading the way, the Astros reached 
the playoffs in 1997, ’98, and ’99. 
They returned in 2001, ’04, and ‘05. 
They reached their first World Series 
in 2005 after moving into new Enron 
Field in 2000.  

   The new stadium included 
Tal’s Hill. As a member of a com-
mittee to suggest new features for the 
new downtown ballpark, Tal recalled 
his Crosley Field days in Cincinnati 
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Tal Smith and the baseball briefcase.   

of a cultural impact.  Every major 
league game is now broadcast over 
radio and telecast.  There are fewer 

and fewer newspapers being pub-
lished.   

However, as in 1922, the New 
York Yankees are leading their divi-
sion in the American League.   
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