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Do you collect sports memora-
bilia or baseball autographs?  I do.  

I very well remember my first 
autograph. I was 12 years old in 
1951 and my parents allowed a 
friend and me to travel by ourselves 
from our home in Montclair, New 
Jersey, to a day game at Yankee Sta-
dium where the Yankees were play-
ing the Cleveland Indians. We first 
took the bus to the Port Authority 
Terminal in New York City and then 
hopped on a subway to get to the 
stadium.  

My personal goal was to use a 
newly received Kodak camera to get 
photos of the arriving Yankees. We 
arrived at the players entrance and 
found another 25-30 kids already 
there waiting for autographs. We 
were told by the throng that Joe Di-
Maggio and my favorite, Mickey 
Mantle, had already arrived. A 
downer. 

Still, there were a number of 
players arriving and I asked each, 
some very prominent, to please stop 
and pose for a photograph on the 
steps in front of the clubhouse door. 

Only one player was kind enough to 
say yes, he stopped and I got a shot 
of my new favorite: Billy Martin. To 
my knowledge no other Yankee 
signed an autograph or even 
stopped.   

When it appeared all the players 
had arrived, I saw the group dash off 
to the left and gather around some-
one standing 
outside the 
stadium who 
seemed to be 
signing 
something. I 
had no idea 
who the per-
son was but I 
decided to 
join the 
group.  

I searched 
through my pockets to try to find a 
slip of paper, which I did. When the 
time came, I stuck out the paper and 
asked the man for an autograph, 
which he graciously signed. After 
walking away, I looked to see who 
had signed my piece of paper. I wish 
I could tell you he was a Hall of 
Famer, but because he signed his 
name very legibly, I could easily 
make out his name: Lou Brissie, a 
Cleveland pitcher of note. After 
some research, I discovered he was a 
hero in World War II. 

I still have the autograph. Every 
time I look at it, I am reminded of a 
wonderful day at Yankee Stadium. 
And the start of lifelong hobby.  

By Bob Dorrill  

Today, major league teams gather 
in Florida and Arizona for spring 
training. Travel distances are short 
between princely baseball complexes 
fitted out especially for spring train-
ing. Over a century ago, when things 
like weight training and conditioning 
coaches were all but unheard of, a 
team tossed the ball around, ran a few 
laps, and sweated out the off-season's 
toxins, often while playing exhibitions 
against local minor league competi-
tion.  

One thing that hasn't changed is 
the need for hospitable climes in the 
month of March, and South Texas 
was one such destination. Many teams 
in the early twentieth century went to 
Georgia or the Carolinas, a handful to 
California or even Cuba. Others pre-
ferred resort settings such as Hot 
Springs, Arkansas. 

Spring Training continues on page 4 
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In Gibson's first two starts in 
1968, he went seven innings in 
both, yielding no earned runs and 
three earned runs.  The Cardinals 
won both games and Gibson had no
-decisions in those games.  In his 
third start, a 9-inning complete 
game in April, 1968, Gibson lost his 
first game, yielding three earned 
runs, to begin his season record at 0
-1.  In his next three games, he 
pitched complete games and won 
them all, a 9-inning 2-1 win with 
one earned run, a 12-inning 3-1 win 
with no earned runs, and an 11-
inning 2-1 win with one earned run.  
He then proceeded to lose four 
games in a row by scores of 2-3, 0-
1, 0-2, and 1-3.  Three of those were 
8-inning complete games.  All the 
runs were earned.  In the third of 
those four games, he lost a shutout 
over the Phillies with two out in the 
bottom of the 10th.  At this point his 
record was 3-5 with a 1.52 ERA.  

Then he bore down and really 
started to pitch.   

He won his next ten consecutive 
starts.  In the first of those ten 
games, he won a complete game 6-3 

over the Mets, in which all three 
runs were earned.  His next five 
wins all were shutouts, in which he 
averaged yielding one walk, seven 
Ks, and four hits.  He then gave up 
one earned run in a 7-1 complete 
game win.  This brought his season 
record to 15-5 with a 0.96 ERA.  
Pretty good run. 

Then on August 4 his consecu-
tive start win skein was interrupted 

as he had an 11
-inning no deci-
sion that the 
Cardinals lost 4
-5 to the Cubs 
in which he 
gave up four 
earned runs, 
tied with one 
other start for 
the most earned 
runs he gave up 
in one game all 

year. 

Then he won three straight, 1-0, 
3-1 (the run was earned), and 2-0. 
This brought his record to 18-5 with 
an ERA of 1.00.   

    On August 24, after winning 
13 straight, he suffered his first loss 
since May 28, 4-6, yielding three 
earned runs.   

    In his next two starts, he 
pitched two more shutouts, includ-
ing a 10-inning 1-0 win over Cin-
cinnati on September 2 that brought 
his season record to 19-6, 1.03. 

In his next start on September 6, 
the Giants beat him 3-2, with two of 
the runs being earned.  

In his next four starts he was 2-
2, first beating the Dodgers 5-4 with 
all four runs being earned, then los-
ing 0-1 to the Giants, with the run 
being earned, then losing to the 
Dodgers 2-3, with two of the runs 
being earned. This brought his sea-
son record to 21-9, 1.16.  

In his final start of the season on 
September 27, Gibson beat the Hou-
ston Astros, outdueling Houston ace 
Larry Dierker 1-0, to run his final 
season record to 22-9, 1.12. The last 

 

President ............. Bob Dorrill 

1st Vice Pres ........ Joe Thompson 

2d Vice Pres ......... Bob McCann 

Secretary .............. Marsha Franty  

Membership ........ Chris Chestnut  

Special Projects.... Mike McCroskey 

Facebook ............. sabrhouston  

Website ............... sabrhouston.org  

Twitter  ................ @HoustonSabr 

Editor ............. Tony Cavender  

Layout ............ R Scott McCay 

Members ....... Bob Dorrill  

 ....................... Joe Thompson  

 ....................... Bob McCann  

 ....................... Mike McCroskey  

 ....................... Tal Smith  

 ....................... Mike Vance  

The Chapter Officers and Editorial Board thank Matthew Stevens and Meghan 

McCroskey for designing the logos for the masthead and this box, respectively. 

Newsletter  

Editorial Board 

Larry Dierker  

Chapter Officers     

Gibson continues on page 5  

Articles Solicitation   

Want to get into the game?  Tired of 
sitting on the bench?  Play ball with us 
by sending in articles for future newslet-
ters!  Give your fellow chapter mem-
bers, and other SABR’ites, solid hits of 
wisdom, wonderment, and wit in an 
article of your choice that relates to 
baseball, especially Houston baseball.  
Rookies are welcome; our cracker-jack 
editors will tone up your prose into ma-
jor league quality.  Just send your arti-
cles, from 200 to 1000 words, to um-
pire/editor Tony Cavender at antho-
ny.cavender@pillsburylaw.com by the 
Ides of April (15th) for our Spring issue.  
Start writing your opening pitch and 
join the lineup!   

The editorial board would like to 
honor the Hall of Fame players who 
passed away within the past year by 
having our chapter members write per-
sonal remembrances of them. If you 
have unique experiences or memories 
with any of the recently departed play-
ers or managers, please send your sto-
ries to our umpire/editor and we will 
publish them in future newsletters. For 
each article, please provide your photo 
and any artwork that goes with your 
story.  We cannot promise that we will 
use all the stories, but we’ll try.     

Editorial Board 

Bob Gibson’s 1968 Season in Memorable Statistics 

By Mark Wernick 

Mark Wernick 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/Sabr-Larry-Dierker-Chapter-136339863099843/posts/
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https://twitter.com/houstonsabr
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I am a native Houstonian. I grew 
up watching Astros games in the As-
trodome.  As a kid there was some-
thing special about riding in the car 
while wearing my jersey and hat, see-
ing the Dome from Loop 610 glisten-
ing in the sun, turning onto Kirby 
Drive and watching it get closer as 
we entered the massive parking lot on 
Murworth Drive.  There were a few 
times my dad would take the “back 
way” by driving through the Medical 
Center on Fannin and entering 
through the Holly Hall 
gate, which meant we’d 
enter at centerfield doors 
next to the large A/C 
cooling tower that sound-
ed like a waterfall.  

The anticipation ex-
cited me, and it was an 
event. I will never forget 
walking through the hot 
parking lot and feeling a 
rush of air-conditioning 
when the glass door was 
pulled open. There was an explosion 
of color with the bright green Astro-
turf, the Dome Dog signs, the rain-
bow colors of the seating levels, the 
lights of the massive 474-foot-wide 
scoreboard, the team logos along the 
outfield wall, and the Astros in all 
their rainbow uniformed glory prac-
ticing on the field. Nolan Ryan was 
my hero and I recall watching him 
warm up in the bullpen down the 
right field line. It was sensory over-
load. To me this was like entering a 
whole new world. I saw Wrigley 
Field on cable TV and watched glori-
fied films of great moments at Yan-
kee Stadium, but growing up at the 
Astrodome was a true Houston expe-
rience.   

Fast forward to early 1999 as a 
dream came true when I was hired by 
the late, great Jamie Hildreth (it is 
still weird for me to think of that) and 
Mike “The Loose” Cannon to work as 
an intern in the Astros Broadcast De-
partment.  I remember my first day 
walking into the radio booth and see-
ing Milo Hamilton’s books, lineup 
cards, and game notes he would be 
using for the broadcast. I made a per-

sonal observance that he was sitting 
in the same spot where Gene Elston 
broadcasted games from 1965-1986.  

As the 1999 season progressed, I 
was able to meet visiting broadcasters 
like Harry Kalas, Jack Buck, and Vin 
Scully. I kept stats in the Astros radio 
booth and followed score updates 
from around the league. Milo became 
a great influence on me. He shared 
his scoring techniques with me for 
keeping track of the game and being 
able to give stats and recaps without 
overpowering the listener with num-

bers. He became a good 
friend as the years went on. 
I kept road stats for Milo 
once he began to travel less 
and we would recap games 
over the phone.  

The 1999 season was a very 
good one for the Astros, 
despite navigating through 
numerous injuries, most 
notably losing manager 
Larry Dierker for a few 

weeks due to an on-field gran mal 
seizure. The marketing campaign was 
“A Season to Remember” as we cele-
brated the final year in the Astrodome 
with throwback games, special 
guests, and promotions.   

October 3, 1999 was one of the 

most historic days of my career.  The 
final regular season game at the 
Dome was taking place, the Astros 
were poised to win their third consec-
utive NL Central title, and I wanted to 
absorb as much of the day as possi-
ble. I arrived at the Dome much earli-
er than usual for a 1:05 game. I en-
tered through the Receiving 1 en-
trance where Astros players and staff 
walked in and out of for 35 seasons.  

I, too, did so all year, but today it 
felt different. This was a day that I 
almost dreaded because it meant the 
end of an era.  Enron Field (before it 
was Minute Maid Park) sounded ex-
citing, but losing the Astrodome as 
home of the Astros was just not sit-
ting right with me. The elevator we 
used featured a lighted sign on the 
inside that counted down from nine to 
one and it reminded me of NASA 
countdown clock. The doors opened 
to the Club and Press Level on the 
fifth floor and once again I was greet-
ed by the gray and white striped floor 
that felt like a connection to when the 
Astrodome opened in 1965. These 
little details were reminders that soon 
we would be resetting the history but-
ton with a move to the new down-
town stadium.   

I decided to have a quick break-
fast after setting up my things in the 
Astros radio booth.  The press level 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What was Monte Irvin’s real first name, as Monte is a nickname?     

2. This recently retired catcher for the Rangers and Red Sox, among other teams, 
Jarrod S_____ had the longest last name in baseball history.  How do you spell it?  

3. This pitcher’s string of 10 straight years starting at least 30 games was broken last 
season for obvious reasons.  Max S_____ won three Cy Young awards during this 
streak, most recently with the Nationals.  How do you spell his last name?   

4. A Hall of Fame Cardinal player and manager, Red S_____ was a 10-time All Star 
player and two-time Manager of the Year.  How do you spell last name?    

             Answers on page 6            

Baseball    Trivia  

Last Game at the Astrodome — My Personal Story  

By Mike Acosta 

               Astrodome continues on page 6 

      Mike Acosta 
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Texas more than held its own as 
a place for ball players to warm their 
bones and get into playing shape and 
a baseball frame of mind. From 
1900, when most big league clubs 
started spending their springs on the 
road, until 1941, when the St. Louis 
Browns and Boston Braves each 
trained in San Antonio, all but two of 
the 16 major league teams spent at 
least one season of prep in Texas, 
including towns as far flung as Eagle 
Pass. 

Fifteen times, Major League 
clubs chose Houston or Galveston as 
their spring base. With their close 
proximity and super-convenient in-

tercity train schedules, the locale 
allowed ball clubs to enjoy the amen-
ities of the area while having two 
solid minor league teams against 
whom they could play games. 

The first was Cap Anson’s Chi-
cago Colts who chose the beaches of 
Galveston in 1895, while the Louis-
ville Colonels came to Houston’s 
Fairgrounds Park. The man responsi-
ble was Louisville manager John 
McCloskey, who had run the Hou-
ston squad some years prior. 

The St. Louis Cardinals first 
trained here in 1904. Scheduled for 
the following season, they were 
forced into an eleventh-hour move to 
Marlin due to delayed preparations 
for Houston's new West End Park. In 
1906, however, the Cardinals re-
turned and would make Houston 
their spring home for the next two 
seasons after that, too. The frequent 
visits established a relationship be-
tween club executives and local busi-
ness leaders that eventually resulted 
in Houston becoming a Cardinals 
farm team. 

The latter two springs of that 

run, St. Louis was joined in the area 
by the Washington Senators who 
made their headquarters in Galves-
ton. Much as Chicago and Louisville 
had done a decade earlier, Washing-
ton scheduled games against the Car-
dinals and Buffaloes in Houston.  

The Senators spent three consec-
utive Marches in the Island City, a 
span that included the first two 
spring training experiences for young 
Walter Johnson, arguably the most 
dominant pitcher who ever lived.  

Johnson and Sleepy Bill Burns 
were the pitchers on March 8, 1909, 
turning in a winning performance 
over the local squad at West End 
Park in spite of complaints of general 
early-spring stiffness. Following the 

game, Washington manager, 
Joe Cantillon, allowed Burns 
to leave the team and go visit 
his family in San Angelo 
since he was already in shape.  

That game marked a first for 
area fans, as well. Reporters 
saw fit to describe a new con-
traption never before seen 
locally. Shaped like an over-

hanging "L" and covered with two-
inch mesh, it was called a batting 
cage, designed to knock down balls 
that were missed or fouled off. 

The young Walter Johnson must 
have been slightly less stiff when he 
came to Houston the following 
spring. He pitched a complete game 
against the Buffaloes on March 7th, 
striking out 14.  

The St. 
Louis Browns 
trained in Hou-
ston in 1909 
and 1910, and 
the media 
highlight of 
the first visit 
was a story 
that Houston 
team owner 
Otto Sens snuck the Browns star 
hurler, Rube Waddell, out of the ho-
tel to take him duck hunting in La 
Porte. Though amended a day later, 
local papers reported that St. Louis 
manager Jimmy McAleer was none 
too pleased to find his pitcher 
AWOL and ordered Waddell back to 

Houston forthwith. Rube grudgingly 
complied, bringing eight ducks with 
him, one of which he promised in its 
entirety to teammate Art Griggs who 
was battling tonsillitis. 

Frank Chance and his New York 
Yankees were here in 1914. The 
Yankees chose to stay at the one-
year-old Rice Hotel, and with true 
New York profligacy, they booked 
an entire floor.  

True to established practice, split 
squads of regulars and "yannigans" 
played daily games against the Texas 
League entries from Houston and 
Galveston. The New Yorkers also fit 
in a St. Patrick's Day trip to Texas 
City to play against the Twenty-
Second Infantry stationed at the very 
large U.S. Army camp there. After 
giving the Army a sound drubbing, 
the team enjoyed supper at the of-
ficer's mess, took in four boxing 
matches among the soldiers, and 
caught a late interurban back to Hou-
ston. Unlike previous teams' sojourns 
in Houston, the Yanks time was 
marked with some complaints about 
cold, wet weather and a greater than 
expected number of losses to their 
minor league competition.  

In spite of the slightly less than 
perfect stay, the athletes were guests 
of honor at an elaborate banquet at 
the Rice Hotel featuring a dozen 
courses, a special Yankee cake, 
about one hundred guests, and re-
marks from the Peerless Leader that 
"Houston suited him from the ground 
up as a training camp." 

The Browns returned to Houston 
in 1915, and in 1921, the Boston 
Braves were in Galveston, marking 
the last time a Major League ball 
club held training in Southeast Tex-
as.  

Since the advent of the Major 
Leagues in Houston in 1962, the city 
has been blessed with visits from a 
myriad of star players including 
those seen at the three All Star 
Games hosted here. Life as a minor 
league town in no way meant that 
Houstonians of an earlier era missed 
out on seeing the greats of their day, 
however, thanks to a steady stream 
of clubs that saw potential for profit 
in the Bayou City.  

 Lineup of Upcoming Events:   

Feb 15 Monthly Meeting: Tom Gil-
bert on Baseball Origins; Da-
vid King on Ross Youngs   

Mar 15 Monthly Meeting: Steve 
Bratkovich on Making Bats  

Spring Training continued from page 1 

    Mike Vance 
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base hit he surrendered in the 1968 
regular season was to Bob Aspromon-
te in the 8th inning, who then was 
replaced with pinch runner Nate Col-
bert.   

Gibson's final record of 1968 also 
included an ERA+ of 258. He had 13 
shutouts. He fanned 268 and walked 
62. In 34 starts he had 28 complete 
games. He yielded 198 hits in 304 
innings pitched. His WHIP was 
0.853. Of course, he won the CYA, 
and he also was the NL MVP. 

I met him once. He was at a TriS-
tar show in Houston, and he signed 
two of his books for me. I had his 
1961 Topps baseball card laid into 
one of the books. He told me he liked 
the idea of having a player's baseball 
card next to his autograph and asked 
me if I did that for every player who 
had a book. I told him no, I only do 
that for particular players associated 
with something noteworthy in my 
memory, which was true. He was en-
gaging and pleasant!   

1968 was truly a season for the 
ages. Thank you, Mr. Gibson, and 
R.I.P. 

Welcome New Members  

Cody Chadwell .......... Houston, TX  
Francis Kinlaw ........... Greensboro, NC  
Roberto Farfan ......... Mars, PA  
Cesar Saldivia ............ Katy, TX  
Denny Schanz ........... St. Louis, MO  
Chanel Zapata ........... St. Petersburg, FL  
Cliff Davidson ............ Conroe, TX  
John Mika ................. Conroe, TX  

Gibson continued from page 2 

Revised Logo for Houston’s Larry Dierker Chapter:  

Juan Gonzalez of the Texas Rang-
ers was next on June 18, 1994.  He 
started his feat in the fourth inning 
with a popout to the second base-
man; the next inning he popped out 
to the third baseman; in the seventh, 
he lobbed one to the first baseman; 
then he finished with a popout to the 
shortstop in the ninth.   

The following year, on June 27, 
1995, Mark McGwire of the Oak-
land A’s completed the Deshaies 
Cycle.  He popped out to the short-
stop in the first, the second baseman 
in the third, the third baseman in the 
fifth, and the first baseman in the 
sixth.   

 The most recent Cycler is Edwin 
Encarnacion of the Cincinnati Reds, 
on May 25, 2008. In the fourth, he 
popped out to the first baseman; in 
the sixth, he lobbed one to the sec-
ond baseman; he sent one to the 
shortstop in the 11th, another one to 
the first baseman in the 14th, then 
completed his cycle in the 18th with 
a pop out to the third baseman.  Five 
total.   

While reviewing the data, I found 
three poor souls who popped out 
four times to the same infielder.  
Tommy Griffith of the Brooklyn 
Dodgers popped out to the shortstop 
four times on September 4, 1922.   

More than fifty years later, on 
July 2, 1976, Tony Perez of the Big 
Red Machine in Cincinnati popped 
out to the second baseman four 
times. The latest player to hold this 
dubious record is Jose Reyes of the 
Toronto Blue Jays.  On September 1, 
2013, he popped out four times to 
the third baseman.    

During a Houston Astros telecast 
in 2011, Jim Deshaies, the Astros 
television analyst, wondered aloud if 
anyone had ever popped out for the 
cycle. 

As a guest speaker at a subse-
quent SABR Houston Chapter meet-
ing, Mr. Deshaies defined this as a 
batter popping out to each of the 
four infielders at least once in a 
game. 

Using the available Retrosheet 
play-by-play data for the years 1916 

to 2020, I found 50 batters who had 
popped out at least four times to the 
infielders (three batters popped out 
five times). 

Reviewing these 50 batters, four 
accomplished the Deshaies Cycle. 
Doug Baird of the St. Louis Cardi-
nals was the first on June 26, 1917. 
In the first inning, he popped out to 
the second baseman; in the third, he 
popped out to the shortstop; in the 
tenth, the third baseman grabbed his 
pop; then in the 12th, the first base-
man completed the Cycle.   

Popping Out for the Deshaies Cycle  
By Chris Chestnut   

Popouts to one fielder 
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Trivia Answers  

1. Monford  

2. Saltalamacchia  

3. Scherzer    

4. Schoendienst  

was quiet and seemed empty, but the 
media dining room had just opened 
and there were only a few kitchen 
employees around. I grabbed a plate 
of scrambled eggs, bacon, and hash 
browns, sat down at one of the many 
empty tables and caught ESPN on a 
nearby monitor.   

Just a few minutes after taking a 
seat, I noticed in my periphery anoth-
er person walk in wearing a light 
blue sports coat with white shirt and 
tie. It was Vin Scully. The Los Ange-
les Dodgers 
were in town 
for this final 
weekend se-
ries against 
the Astros. I 
had met Mr. 
Scully earlier 
in the season 
on a previous 
series against 
the Dodgers.  

He walked 
into the room, 
grabbed a 
plate of breakfast and walked over to 
the table where I was sitting and 
asked, “Well good morning. Do you 
mind if I sit with you?”  I was 
amazed.  Here, a legend of broad-
casting, in the Astrodome on the 
morning of its final regular season 
game wanted to sit with me. There 
were plenty of other empty tables 
and it took me by surprise. The next 
twenty minutes were some of the 
greatest I have ever known.   

There we sat, talking about old 
baseball stories and his memories of 
coming to the Astrodome in the early 
days. He spoke highly of Roy Hof-
heinz, the first time he saw Astroturf 
on the field, and a note about his ear-
ly work with Red Barber. What I 
took most from this experience was 
the human element of Vin Scully. He 
was very forthcoming and friendly. 
There was no pretense. We seemed 
to speak the same language with 
baseball, and this moment set a 
standard for my career.   

A little later I found myself in 
Suite 66 where I encountered an el-

derly gentleman who asked me if I 
knew where the restroom was. I an-
swered while glancing at the name 
on his credential.  It read Craig Culli-
nan. My mind instantly morphed his 
face into the one I had become so 
accustomed to seeing in my studies 
at the library.  

Anyone who knows Houston 
baseball history is aware that Mr. 
Cullinan was one of the original 
founding fathers of the Astros. The 
effort to bring MLB to Houston be-
gan with George Kirksey and Craig 
Cullinan wheeling and dealing in the 

1950s. He 
smiled, was 
very gracious, 
and asked 
where I 
worked in the 
Astros organi-
zation.  

   His face lit 
up the second 
I mentioned 
the Astros 
radio booth.  
“You work 
with Milo 

Hamilton?” he asked. “Can you 
please do me a huge favor and ask 
Milo to give the score more often?” 
he continued. This was humorous to 
me because if there was one con-
sistent note that came up about Milo 
during my first season working in the 
Astros it was that he did not give the 
score enough. He shared his pride for 
the Astrodome and expressed a little 
frustration in working with a strong 
personality like Roy Hofheinz.   

Also in the same suite were the 
families of R. E. “Bob” Smith and 
Roy Hofheinz, the men who made 
the Astrodome a reality. They were 
being saluted in a pregame ceremony 
along with members of the architec-
tural and engineering teams.  It was 
incredible to speak with each mem-
ber and all were very proud of the 
Astrodome and their families’ contri-
butions to a great legacy. As I exited 
the suite to go back to the radio 
booth, I saw all the Astros alumni 
along the Club Level.   

They were smiling, laughing, 
and enjoying stories of the past. I 

Astrodome continued from page 3 

cannot recall a time where this num-
ber of former Astros players, span-
ning the Astrodome’s entire 35-year 
run, were gathered in one place.  

Jamie Hildreth escorted around 
Willie Nelson, who was going to 
perform “Turn Out the Lights” at the 
end of the closing ceremonies that 
evening after the game.  Willie was 
wearing a home white Astros jersey 
with his name and number 99 on the 
back. Jamie had his trademark smile 
and hearty laugh bouncing through 
the area.  

The Astros beat the Los Angeles 
Dodgers 9-4 to clinch the NL Central 
that afternoon. The confetti rained 
from the Dome, and all the former 
Astros greats took the field in a clos-
ing ceremony before Willie Nelson 
took the stage just behind second 
base. I watched from the radio booth.  

This day turned out to be one of 
the most incredible days of my ca-
reer. I still think about it 22 seasons 
later and what has happened since. A 
lot has happened: I have integrated 
the MLB Authentication Program 
with the Astros, become the team 
historian, and have helped establish 
the Astros Hall of Fame.  Since 2004 
I have been the back-up PA voice at 
Minute Maid Park when my friend, 
the legendary Bob Ford, needs to 
step out. I also spent over ten years 
doing radio play-by-play of high 
school and college baseball and foot-
ball.  

The chapters continue.  
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