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Welcome to both new SABR members and new members of the 

Scouts Committee. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

SABRscouts ONLINE DISCUSSION GROUP 
 
The SABRscouts eGroup is a restricted and unmoderated online discussion group for members of the 
Scouts Research Committee.  Its purpose is to foster interactive communication regarding areas of 
interest about professional baseball scouts and player development personnel.  Subscribers are also 
encouraged to post research requests as well as the URLs, titles and/or brief summaries of "Baseball 
Scouts in the News" articles that they believe would be of interest to other committee members.   
  

To join, send an email to SABRscouts-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
*20 TO 80 IS A STANDARD SCOUTING SCALE 

 

mailto:SABRscouts-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
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SCOUTS IN THE NEWS 

USA Today's Bob Nightengale wrote a brilliant piece on the scouts and their 
changing role in today's game. http://www.usatoday.com/sports/baseball/2008-
05-18-Scouts_N.htm  

SABR member Art Stewart will be inducted into the Kansas City Royals Hall of 
Fame in on-field ceremonies this season.  Art has been involved for over 50 years in 
baseball, including area scouting for the Yankees and Royals.  He served as the 
Scouting Director for the Royals from 1985-97 and as a Special Assistant to the GM 
ever since.  Art’s signings include Jim Bouton, Tom Poquette, Tom Bruno, Sheldon 
Mallory, Joe Zdeb, Joe Gates, Marvell Wynne, Mike Kingery, Bob Hegman, Israel 
Sanchez, Jeff Schulz, Kevin Seitzer, Gary Thurman, Kevin Koslofski, Brian McRae, 
David Howard, Dan Miceli and Chris Eddy. 

Legendary scout Epy Guerrero was honored in early May with his induction into the 
Hall of Fame in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.  Epy has almost 50 signings 
who have made the major leagues, his latest being Hernan Irribarren of the 
Brewers.  He was featured in a previous issue of 20 to 80. 

Long-time scout George Digby will become the first scout inducted into the Boston 
Red Sox Hall of Fame this fall.  Digby scouted for the Sox from 1945-2004.  Among 
his signings are Milt Bolling, Faye Throneberry, Al Schroll, Bob Tillman, Guido 
Grilli, Dalton Jones, Bob Montgomery, Pete Charton, Jerry Moses, Ken Wright, Sam 
Bowen, Wade Boggs, Reid Nichols, Mike Smithson, Lee Graham, Marc Sullivan, Tom 
Bolton, Mike Greenwell, Charlie Mitchell, Mike Rochford, John Mitchell, Steve 
Curry, Jody Reed, Greg Blosser, and Gar Finnvold. 

Baseball scouts lost a great friend when Bob Howsam passed away February 19.  
Howsam helped bring the Broncos to Denver, served as a General Manager for the 
Cardinals and then built the Big Red Machine of the 1970’s in Cincinnati.  He built 
a great scouting department with the Reds, many of whom went on to become GM’s 
and scouting directors.  Howsam was known for how well he treated his employees 
and had a special trust in his scouts.  The Scouts committee honored Bob with the 
Roland Hemond Award in 2002. 

Sheldon “Chief” Bender, long-time player development director with Cincinnati 
passed away February 27.  Chief played and managed in the minor leagues, then 
scouted for the Cardinals before moving into player development.  He moved on to 
the Reds in 1967 and with Howsam helped build the championship Reds’ teams.  As 
a scout Bender is credited with signing Larry Jaster and Kurt Bevacqua. 

 
 
 

http://www.usatoday.com/sports/baseball/2008-05-18-Scouts_N.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/baseball/2008-05-18-Scouts_N.htm
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Former major league infielder and long-time Chicago White Sox scout Dario 
Lodigiani passed away February 10 at age 91.  Dario was still listed as a part-time 
scout for the Sox entering the 2008 season.  His signings include current Sox GM 
Kenny Williams, Mike Buskey, Johnny Callison, Mike Colbern, Dave Frost, Guy 
Hoffman, Ken Hottman, Stan Johnson, Gene Leek, Ron Lolich, Rusty Kuntz, Jack 
McDowell, Rich Morales, Fran Mullins, Chris Nyman, Nyls Nyman, and Bob Spence. 
Dario will be featured with a biography in the Scouts Committee book. 

Jim Vennari passed away February 23, at age 100.  Vennari scouted for Pittsburgh 
from 1953-67 and the Reds from 68-95. 

Herb Hess passed away April 25.  He scouted for the Pirates, Reds and Indians. 

Paul Thiebault passed away May 26, aged 89.  He scouted for Baltimore from 1960-
68, and also for the Toronto club.   

Steve Vrablick passed away May 29.  He served as a scout for the White Sox from 
1959-78 and the Mariners from 1980-88.  Among his signings were Phil Bradley, 
Sam Ewing, Kevin Hickey, Guy Hoffman, Chris Knapp, Jack Kucek, Rick Luecken, 
Bill McGuire, Larry Monroe, Mike Moore, Lee Richard, Dewey Robinson,  Terry 
Taylor, and Steve Trout. 

Joe W. Lewis, Sr. age 102, passed away on May 31 as a result of heart 
complications after a two week stay in a Somerset, Massachusetts hospital. The 
longtime scout’s career dated back to 1953 and over the years scouted for the 
Senators/Rangers and Indians with brief stints with the Angels and Rockies. In 
1988, scouting history was made when Lewis and son Joe Jr., a scout for Detroit, 
were the first father and son to sign first-round draft picks (Charles Nagy for the 
Indians and Rico Brogna for the Tigers). Other players signed or recommended 
include: Kevin Buckley, Joe Coleman, Ron Darling, Tony Fossas, Tom Grieve, Rick 
Lisi, Charles Nagy, Walt Terrell, Stan Thomas and according to his Fall River (MA) 
Herald obituary, signed Thurman Munson to play for the Chatham A’s of the Cape 
Cod League.  
 

INDUCTEES ANNOUNCED FOR SCOUTS HALL OF FAME  
 
On May 12 The Goldklang Group announced the upcoming induction of the 
inaugural class of twelve scouts into the Professional Baseball Scouts Hall of Fame 
(PBSHOF), sponsored by The Topps Company Inc. The Group-affiliated clubs 
(Charleston RiverDogs, Ft. Myers Miracle, Hudson Valley Renegades, St. Paul 
Saints, Brockton Rox, Sioux Falls Canaries) will honor the inductees with an on 
field ceremony along with the unveiling of their bronze plaque.  
The following scouts and ceremony dates will represent the 2008 Inaugural 
Induction Class: 

http://www.goldklanggroup.com/about/media/index.html?article_id=72
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HUDSON VALLEY RENEGADES- JUNE 21 
John Tumminia – Chicago White Sox 
Tom Giordano – Texas Rangers  
FORT MYERS MIRACLE- JULY 12 
Tom Kotchman – Los Angeles Angels 
Rudy Satin – San Francisco Giants  
BROCKTON ROX – JULY 20 
Lennie Merullo – MLSB 
Buzz Bowers – Boston Red Sox  
CHARLESTON RIVERDOGS – JULY 25 
Lon Joyce- LA Dodgers 
Donny Rowland- New York Yankees  
SIOUX FALLS- AUGUST 8 
Brad Sloan – Los Angeles Angels (SABR member) 
Art Stewart – Kansas City Royals (SABR member) 
ST. PAUL SAINTS – AUGUST 15 
Phil Rizzo – LA Dodgers 
Hep Cronin – Atlanta Braves  
In conjunction with the ballpark campaigns, Topps plans to feature scouts on their 
trading cards including the creation of special cards to share with each inductee. 
The Goldklang Group activated the campaign to spotlight the tremendous 
dedication of Professional Baseball Scouts, tireless and devoted individuals who 
spend a significant amount of their lives on the road, and create recognition for their 
invaluable contributions to the game of baseball. There will be a ceremony and 
established dedication area at each ballpark honoring a scout each year throughout 
the league schedule.  
The PBSHOF is the culmination of recent broad scale efforts to create a forum 
designed to honor one of the game's most valuable professions. The combined reach 
and recognition achieved through the partnership of industry leaders Topps and the 
Goldklang Group should succeed in shining a long overdue spotlight on scouts 
across the landscape of professional baseball. 
''We share the passion of recognizing the achievements of scouts in baseball,'' said 
Tyler Tumminia, vice president of integrated marketing. ''Through our partnership 
with Topps we are able to create an exceptional opportunity for the many fans who 
wish to receive a clearer understanding of a scout's role, in conjunction with the 
ability to establish lifelong memories for the families of scouts that are honored.''  
''Topps has an unparalleled history in recognizing the accomplishments of those 
associated with the game of professional baseball,'' said Adam Zucker, director of 
licensing. ''This partnership is another step in the direction of Topps working to 
pioneer change and recognition within the scope of the scouting industry, and we 
are thrilled to announce that we are adding scouts to our trading cards.''  
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Criteria for Inductees: Minimum 20 years professional scouting experience. The 
selection of inductees shall be based on a combination of quantifiable success in the 
field, contributions made to the game in other areas of the sport whether professional 
or amateur, and importantly their involvement and dedication to the local community 
that is honoring them through induction. 
 
ABOUT THE GOLDKLANG GROUP 
The Goldklang Group is a sports entertainment consulting and management firm. 
The Group provides operational consulting and management services in all areas 
relating to sports franchise and event acquisition, promotion and operation.  
The principals in the Group are Marvin Goldklang and Mike Veeck. Goldklang is a 
noted owner and operator of several highly successful minor league baseball 
franchises, Chairman of M.S. Goldklang and Company, a New Jersey-based 
merchant banking firm, and a limited partner in the Yankees. Veeck is a noted 
public speaker and author, as well as an owner and operator of minor league 
baseball clubs that continually are recognized nationally for their promotional 
innovation and financial success. (www.goldklanggroup.com)  
 
ABOUT THE TOPPS COMPANY, INC. 
Founded in 1938, Topps is a leading creator and marketer of sports and related 
cards, entertainment products, and distinctive confectionery. Topps entertainment 
products include Major League Baseball, NFL, NBA and other trading cards, sticker 
album collections, and collectible games. 
 
Thanks to Rod Nelson for sharing the press release with the above information. 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON A SCOUT: ERNIE QUIGLEY 
 

By Craig Lammers 
 
Ernie Quigley is remembered primarily for his long career as a National League 
umpire.  Before he began that career, he was a college coach and Athletic Director, 
spending his summers as a minor league player and manager.  He was also a scout 
at least partly responsible for the signing of Deadball Era standouts Babe Adams, 
Claude Hendrix and Clyde Milan. 
 
Quigley was born in New Castle, New Brunswick, Canada in 1879.  The family soon 
moved to Concordia, Kansas where Ernie excelled in baseball and football for the 
local high school.  From 1900 to 1902, he attended the University of Kansas.  He 
played halfback on the football team and was a standout infielder for the Jayhawk 
baseball team.  He also found time to participate in basketball and track and to 
 

http://www.goldklanggroup.com/
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attend the University’s Law School.  Baseball writer Fred Lieb said Quigley had 
serious plans to become a lawyer, but a better offer came along.   
 
St. Mary’s was then one of Kansas’ best college programs.  Quigley became Coach 
and Athletic Director there in 1902, also teaching during the academic year.  He 
was an immediate coaching success, winning the Kansas championship nine times 
in his first decade at St. Mary’s.  
 
During the summers, he played and managed professional teams.  Early in the 
20thcentury, Quigley signed Babe Adams for a team he was managing in Kingman,  
 
Kansas.  After a successful year with the Parsons, Kansas club, Adams went to 
Denver of the Western League and there received his first major league tryout with 
the Cardinals.   

 
In 1906, Quigley managed the Shawnee, Oklahoma team of the short lived South 
Central League.  He signed Clyde Milan to play the outfield.  His contract called for 
$45 a month.  When the team folded, Milan moved on to Wichita of the Class C 
Western Association, and was purchased from the Jobbers by Washington the 
following season.  Quigley also played in the Western Association in 1907.  Never a 
strong hitter as a professional, he hit .153 in 44 games (some accounts say Quigley 
also played in the Western Association for Topeka in 1905).     
 
About that time, Quigley recruited a young right handed pitcher from eastern 
Kansas to St. Mary’s.  Claude Hendrix debuted in the Western League while still 
playing at St. Mary’s.  In 1909, Quigley signed his former pitcher for the Salina team  
 
of the Class D Central Kansas League.  Quigley also saw potential in shortstop John 
Misse, retaining him despite a .188 batting average.  Several collegiate players were 
also members of the 1909 Salina team, as many of the colleges in the state allowed 
their players to retain eligibility as long as they began their college career before 
turning professional. 
 
The Salina team was successful in 1909, though Ellsworth won the pennant.  The 
next spring, Quigley’s services were in demand, and he signed to manage Junction 
City of the same league, reporting after his college duties ended.  His stay there was 
brief.  The team wasn’t winning and Quigley was fired in June.  While there, Quigley 
helped another future major leaguer get his start in professional baseball.  Al 
Bashang came to Junction City with one of the team’s infielders.  The infielder was 
released but Quigley retained outfielder Bashang, although he also was released a 
few weeks after Quigley was fired.  Quigley may also have played a role in Bashang’s 
first major league opportunity with Detroit.  The Tigers had a working agreement 
with Topeka, and Kaws manager Dale Gear was a friend of Quigley’s and a fellow 
Kansas alumnus. 
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Being fired at Junction City led to Quigley’s start as an umpire and ultimately the 
beginning of the end to his career as a manager, college coach and scout.  He joined a 
team in the Class C Wisconsin-Illinois League as a first baseman, but was soon 
released.  He was offered a position as an umpire and was an immediate success.     
 
Over the next couple of seasons, Quigley gained a reputation as a tough but fair 
umpire.  He also believed in quickly played games.  During a game played at 
Manhattan, Kansas, The Mercury was impressed with his game management.  “Manager 
[Harry] Short was thrown out at first and was strolling leisurely back to the bench down 
the first base line. ‘Hurry Up!’ commanded Hon. Quigley but the Concordia manager 
maintained his dignified pace.  ‘Strike one!’ called the umpire  
 
before the ball had been delivered but Short paid no attention.  ‘Strike two’ announced 
his umps, and still Foxy Grandpa didn’t quicken his step by the fraction of a second. 
‘Strike three, side’s out, who’s the next hitter?’ roared Col. Quigley.  Then Quigley made 
a further hit with the crowd by emphatically declining to enter  into a debate with Short 
over the matter.” It soon became apparent his future was as an umpire, but only after a 
final tenure as a scout, this time for a major league team. 
 
George Huff was a man similar to Quigley in many ways.  A long time Coach and 
Athletic Director at the University of Illinois, he was one of the most prolific scouts of 
the Deadball Era.  Among his signings were Tris Speaker, Ed Reulbach, Jake Stahl and 
a young pitcher from Kansas; Joe Wood.  Huff was the chief scout for Cleveland in 
1912.  In late May, The Topeka Daily Capital announced that Huff had hired Quigley to 
scout the region.   
 
At least one signing can be attributed to Quigley while with Cleveland.  Catcher Josh 
Billings signed with Manhattan of the Central Kansas League after completing  
 
his college season at the Kansas State Agricultural College (now Kansas State 
University).  While at KSAC, Billings had played against Quigley’s St. Mary’s team, so 
the new Cleveland scout was already aware of the young player.  Additionally Quigley 
made at least one scouting trip through the C-K League and filled in as an umpire.   
Manhattan was a farm club of Topeka, which made it essentially a Detroit farm as well, 
and Billings was technically Detroit property.  Cleveland however would acquire Billings 
officially after a strong 1913 season in the Three I League.  
 
Ernie Quigley’s career as a scout came to an end when he became a National League 
umpire in 1913.  He worked five World Series’, and officiated football and basketball in 
the off season.  He worked several Harvard-Yale and Army-Navy games as well as the 
Rose Bowl.  After retiring as an umpire he returned to the University of Kansas as 
Athletic Director.  Ernie Quigley died at his home in St. Mary’s, Kansas on December 
10, 1960.   
 
Sources: 
Manhattan (Kansas) Mercury 1909-1912. 
Topeka Daily Capital 1912-15. 
The Sporting News December 1960. 
Evans, Harold: Baseball in Kansas 1867-1940, Kansas Historical Quarterly (Volume 9 Number 2) pp 175-192. 
Kansas State Historical Society Ernie Quigley Biography Vertical Files. 
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SABR ANNUAL CONVENTION 
 

Hope you will be joining us for the 2008 SABR convention to be held at the 
Renaissance Cleveland Hotel located on Cleveland's Public Square from June 26-29. 
The Scouts committee will hold their annual meeting Saturday from 11:00-12:00.  
Mike Veeck will be honored with the Roland Hemond Award.  
 
Our guests at SABR38 in Cleveland will be two folks sharing in the 2008 Roland 
Hemond Award selection, Mike Veeck and Tyler Tumminia of The Goldklang Group. 
If you're not familiar with this minor league ownership group, all you need to know 
is that their operating philosophy is best expressed in their credo: "Fun is Good"..  
 
Convention activities include SABR’s annual business meeting, trivia contest, 
research presentations, panel discussions and other committee meeting.  Ron 
Shapiro will be the featured speaker at the awards luncheon while Hall of Famer 
Bob Feller will address the opening ceremony crowd.  Vendors will have a variety of 
baseball related products available for sale. 
 
Information about the hotel can be found at:  
http://www.sabr.org/sabr.cfm?a=cms,c,2472,17,0   
 
The 2009 convention will be in our nation’s capitol, Washington D. C. 
 

Scouts Bookshelf 
 
Dugout Wisdom: Life Lessons Through Baseball, by Dan Magala is a compilation 
of retired baseball players' first person accounts of a significant moment in their 
lives when they doubted their dreams, overcame adversity or someone guided them 
with destiny altering advice. At the heart of the project is a celebration of every 
player's "baseball father." For those in the game, this "baseball father" is most 
commonly the scout that first signed them. Whether a player goes on to a Hall of 
Fame career or the stereotypical Crash Davis-type who is a lifer in the minors, a 
scout, at some point in their youth, saw great untapped potential and instilled 
confidence in them.  
This book, in many ways, is a celebration of the relationship between scouts and 
these players. Relationships that go beyond the baselines. One of the benefactors of 
this book is The Professional Baseball Scouts Foundation 
(http://www.pbsfonline.com), a charity that was established to help provide 
financial support for retired scouts. For more information or to order your copy in 
time for Father's Day, visit http://www.dugoutwisdom.com.  
 
 
 

http://www.sabr.org/sabr.cfm?a=cms,c,2472,17,0
http://www.pbsfonline.com/
http://www.dugoutwisdom.com/
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Venezuelan Bust, Baseball Boom: Andres Reiner and Scouting on the New 
Frontier, by Milton H. Jamail (University of Nebraska Press, April 2008) 
"The most welcomed arrival this spring . . . . It's obvious once you start reading that 
Jamail . . . did indeed work on this book for almost 20 years. It's thorough, includes 
interviews with dozens of sources and is . . . . extremely readable, with lots of stories 
about traveling with scouts to the backcountry of South America's baseball-loving 
country."—David King, San Antonio Express-News 

"The story of Andrés Reiner, a latter-day Branch Rickey tirelessly seeking to unravel 
the mysteries of baseball scouting and development, is an absorbing and important 
tale. Milton Jamail exhibits the same exemplary attributes of his subject: passion, 
compassion, intelligence and humor, and provides great insight into Hispanic 
culture. Venezuelan Bust, Baseball Boom is a masterful addition to baseball 
literature about the least understood and most vital aspect of building winning 
baseball organizations."—Lee Lowenfish, author of Branch Rickey: Baseball's 
Ferocious Gentleman  http://tinyurl.com/5wg9oe 
 
 
Emerald Sports Guides presents the worthy heir to the long tradition of annual 
Baseball Guides. The Emerald Guide to Baseball series is co-published by Sports 
Reference and 24-7 Baseball.  Edited by Gary Gillette and Pete Palmer, The Emerald 
Guide to Baseball contains batting, pitching and fielding statistics for major and 
minor league players and teams. It is the most comprehensive book of record on the 
2006 and 2007 baseball seasons and fills the gap in the historical record created by 
the demise of The Sporting News Baseball Guide.  
 
Historically, the primary purpose of annual baseball guides has been the 
publication of the official league standings plus the official team and individual 
statistics for both Major League Baseball and Minor League Baseball. The huge 
year-in-review section includes an insightful essay describing the highlights of the 
game on and off the field and exhaustive coverage of the all-star game and 
postseason, awards, outstanding performances, milestones, transactions, debut 
players including signing date and recommending scout, first-year player draft, 
umpire register and necrology. The inaugural version of our new Emerald Guide is 
being offered in several editions, both in hard copy and in downloadable PDF 
format. For more information, visit: http://www.emeraldsportsguides.com. 
 

SCOUTS COMMITTEE PROJECTS 
SCOUTS BOOK PROJECT 

 
Work on the scouts’ book project continues.  Recently Dan Levitt completed two 
excellent essays, one on Bill Essick and a second on how their scouts helped the  
Yankees build their dynasty.  We are still looking for volunteers to do a bio-project 
type essay on a prominent scout.  Among the scouts we would like to feature 

http://tinyurl.com/5wg9oe
http://www.emeraldsportsguides.com/
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include Hugh Alexander, Ray Boone, Rex and Joe Bowen, Gene Bennett, Joe 
Cambria, George Genovese, Howie Haak, Bobby Mattick, and George Zuraw.  We are 
open to suggestions as well.  Please contact Jim Sandoval if you are interested in 
participating. 

 
Work continues on the committee's major projects.  The Who-Signed-Whom 
Database is integrated as part of SABR's Online Encyclopedia in the members-only 
area of the website at www.sabr.org and displays listings by Player and by Scout.   
Rod Nelson heads up this project and requests that if you have additional entries or 
corrections to submit, please submit them via the website or send an email with all 
the particulars including a citation for your source.  
 
The Scouting Roster now contains over 6,300 names of scouts and player 
development figures from baseball's history.  Jim Sandoval is compiling this 
database.  Eventually, this information will also be available online integrated by 
Team and by Year.  Please send career information, such as year, title, territory and 
organization scouted for to Jim.  Team media guides are a good source for this data, 
but the best source we have found for historical scouts data is old copies of the 
Baseball Bluebook. 
 
We are also looking for biographical information on scouts.  Birth, marriage and 
death information will help with the writing of scouts’ biographies.  It will also help 
complete a more accurate historical record for scouts who did not play in the major 
leagues and are not listed in baseball encyclopedias. The committee has compiled a 
collection of obituaries which have been uploaded to Frank Russo's website at: 
http://thedeadballera.com/Obitlistings_Scouts.html  
 
A number of scouts have given oral history interviews and a list is accessible from 
the SABR website at http://www.sabr.org/sabr.cfm?a=cms,c,351,5,0  For more 
information, contact Eileen Canepari in the SABR office at ecanepari@sabr.org or 
216-575-0500. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
  

SCOUTS BIOGRAPHY PROJECT 
 

Baseball scouts are colorful subjects for SABR's Biography Project.  The committee 
has a system in place that we can easily work with.  If you are interested in writing 
a biography of a scout, we recommend that you review their research tips, author’s 
guidelines and the SABR style guide at: http://www.bioproj.sabr.org/    
For more info, contact Mark Armour at markjane@comcast.net.  
 
Also please let the co-chairs know so we can compile an updated list of who is 
working on what biography.  The chairmen are committed to provide research 
assistance and reference material on scouts. 
 
 

http://thedeadballera.com/Obitlistings_Scouts.html
http://www.sabr.org/sabr.cfm?a=cms,c,351,5,0
mailto:ecanepari@sabr.org
http://www.bioproj.sabr.org/
mailto:markjane@comcast.net


Scouts Committee Newsletter - Page 11 
 

Research Tools 
In 2006, SABR, the National Baseball Hall of Fame, and the LA84 Foundation (then 
known as the Amateur Athletic Foundation) agreed to team up to digitize The 
Sporting Life. Many thanks to Jim Gates and the Hall of Fame for providing their  
copy of this important periodical of the late 19th and early 20th century. We are 
pleased to announce that many issues are now available for browsing, researching, 
reading, and printing at the LA84 Foundation online digital archive. 
 
Sporting Life content currently available consists of weekly issues from 1897, 1904-
1905, 1907-1909, 1911-1914, and 1917. A quick search yields 1110 items 
referencing "scout" making this a fantastic source for Deadball Era Who-Signed-
Whos. Also available is content from Baseball Magazine. 
 
To get started: http://tinyurl.com/6yb7vg or http://www.LA84foundation.org. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
  

RESEARCH NEEDS, FINDINGS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 
SABR has contracted XMLteam as our new web developer and they have been 
tasked with upgrading the online research tools. The current plan is to deploy the 
first phase of SABR Encyclopedia 2.0 on the members-only website before Opening 
Day 2008.  Users can expect an entirely new interface featuring powerful query 
capabilities on a best-of-breed dataset with the Pete Palmer database and 
Retrosheet game logs and play-by-play details at its very core.  In addition, users 
will have complete access to the Tattersall-McConnell Home Run Log and for the 
first time, historical minor league performance and biographical data.   
 
Prior to the launch, Rod Nelson will be attempting to validate the listings compiled 
for the Scouts Committee Who-Signed-Whom Project with what has since been 
published online in the Retrosheet Transactions database, and information from the 
Scouts Roster compilation and records from the SABR MiLB DB project. In time the 
new tools will streamline the process of fact-checking the miscellaneous anecdotal 
information regarding scouts and signings to these more authoritative and mature 
datasets. Volunteers are sought and should contact Rod directly at 
rodericnelson@gmail.com 
 
Any scouts-related research requests can be sent to Jim Sandoval to be included in 
a future edition of 20 to 80* or shared with the entire committee via the eGroup 
listed on page one.  We encourage your submissions, anything from full-length 
articles to interesting factoids about professional scouting from members of the 
committee. If you would prefer a paper copy of this newsletter, please contact me at 
casandman@aol.com or 256-721-7643. A paper copy will be mailed to anyone 
without an email address. 
 

http://tinyurl.com/6yb7vg
http://www.la84foundation.org/
mailto:rodericnelson@gmail.com
mailto:casandman@aol.com
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