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Ed Sanicki (ES) 
 
8/20/1993 
interviewer Tom Harris, NJ 
 
This is Tom Harris interviewing Ed Sanicki near his home in Old Bridge, New Jersey on August 
20th, 1993. Ed, you were born in Wallington, New Jersey, July 7th, 1923? 
 
ES- That’s right. 
 
Tell me a little bit about your family life there. How many in your family and what it was like 
growing up. Where did you grow up actually? 
 
ES- Well, the first ten years I grew up in Wallington. I was the youngest of four. I had two other 
brothers and a sister. We were a poor Polish family My mother worked in a handkerchief factory 
in Passaic and my father was actually a nursery man that took care of four or five horses and if 
you can recall, he had plowed the fields for us. He was a hard-working Polish dad and he’d come 
home and he was rather tired. My other brothers and sisters more or less took care of me, where 
at the age of six I was a newspaper boy and dodging traffic in the city of Passaic and I felt that 
that particular time of my life, dodging those cars and buses helped me later on in football and 
baseball as well. It was a situation where the newspaper, you got off the prints, machines and you 
got your thirty-piece page, you carried them in your hand. You ran down the city and the first 
newspaper that gets to the lawyers and the doctors was the ones that he would buy it from. So, 
you had to hustle in those days at the age of seven to ten. That’s when I was a newspaper boy. 
But, I grew up in Wallington for the first ten years. 
 
OK, then you moved to where? 
 
ES-Then I moved to Clifton. Clifton was in north Jersey and I was a shy boy and I was more or 
less, if you excuse the expression, at a loss of section. Every time they’d make fun of me because 
I was dressed differently when I went to the grammar school. I was in the fifth grade and they 
would tease me and so forth for a couple of months until spring came. Then, once I had a baseball 
team, they said, “Alright, let’s get the Polish boy, let’s put him on. He can catch the ball as good 
as any of them.” I was in after that. There was no teasing and no hassling at all. 
 
Where did you learn to play baseball or how did you learn? Did anyone in particular teach you 
or did you just join the local teams in the area? How did you get started playing the game?  
 
ES- I was fortunate. I had a brother that was three years older than me. He still lives in Clifton 
and I was fortunate enough to get a tutor at the age of, let’s say eight or nine, because this brother 
of mine, he really was all heart and he loved baseball and maybe he saw something that I had that 
he wanted to bring out in me. He was the one that would teach me. He had me doing everything. 
We would have pepper games and pepper was just hitting the bat against another fielder. If I 
didn’t hit it two feet or two feet to the left or two feet to the right, why uh, I had to go chase it. So, 
I was precise on that. So, he had me punching bags. He had me doing rope work. I could say at 
the age of eleven or twelve I was physical more than a lot of youngsters. He just kept driving me, 
driving me, until at the age of thirteen I was fortunate. I went to high school and my first year I 
was a varsity baseball player at the age of thirteen. 
 
All right. You played for Clifton High School? 
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ES- Clifton High School for four years. I was All-State for two years. 
 
What positions? 
 
ES- I was the outfielder. 
 
Solely? 
 
ES- Solely an outfielder, yeah. 
 
OK, you graduated from Clifton High School. Did you play in any other league? Any area, any 
American Legion or anything of that nature?  
 
ES- American Legion in Clifton wasn’t there in those early years. Surrounding towns had Legion 
teams but I couldn’t play because I was from Clifton. But, I was fortunate because being a pretty 
good high school player, I was picked up by quite a few teams. In fact, I would say that in one 
part of my early life I had about six different uniforms. I would play high school. I’d have a car 
pick me up and take me to an evening semi-pro game and the next day I’d be somewhere else up 
in Garfield, New Jersey or up in East Pattison or Midland Park, somewhere playing. I was 
fortunate. And on Sunday, I’d play a Sunday morning game with a Catholic church semi-pro 
team and in the afternoon find me out in the country, maybe Franklin somewhere. I was fortunate. 
I played about eight or nine games a week, at times. I was lucky. 
 
You sure were. After high school, how did you continue your work in baseball then? 
 
ES- Well, I was a fair football player and this one scout said, “Eddie, your marks are just so-so. 
Suppose we sent you in football to St. Benedict’s in Newark,” which was an outstanding football 
preparatory school for college. And from there go to Georgetown. In the meantime, I had a scout 
watching me for two or three years from the Dodgers. A fellow named Ed Marshall and he had 
me, he said, “Eddie, forget about your football. I’ll set you up at Seton Hall University and you’ll 
get a four-year scholarship there and if you want, you won’t have to worry about football, your 
family will feel safe about you.” So, I took his offer. I went to Seton Hall in the fall of 1941 and 
took a baseball scholarship and I was there with such fellows as Chuck Connors, who was the 
rifleman and a few others. We were undefeated in 1942. 
 
So, you played four years at Seton Hall? 
 
ES- No. I only played a year, one year in ’42 and then I was in my second year and in December, 
as you know, Pearl Harbor was bombed and we went to war. So, uh, I actually went to Seton Hall 
a year and a half and then I went in the service. I was in the U.S. Navy. But, I did come back to 
Seton Hall after the war. We’d go to detail for that. Anyway, for two and a half years I was in the 
service and I kept myself in pretty good shape. On board ship, I was a physical ed instructor. I 
was in what they called the Armed Guard. The Armed Guard convoys protect the Navy personnel 
on a merchant ship protecting the convoys. I went to Russia a few times, Murmansk, Russia and 
Algiers, blah blah. And what happened was I did get discharged in 1945, still in pretty fair shape 
although I did not play any baseball in the service. I was in fairly good shape and I came home. I 
was marred and I was discharged and I started my career in 1946. I was signed by the 
Philadelphia Phillies. My first choice was the Dodgers because I mentioned they gave me a 
scholarship and they had it in their records to come on over and visit with us. Oh, the fellow that 
gave me the scholarship was Larry McPhail, but after the war it was Branch Rickey. So, Mr. 
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Rickey called me over and I went over to the Montague Street in Brooklyn and was interviewed 
with him. And, I told him, “Look, the Phillies are willing to give me two thousand dollars to sign 
this bonus. If you can make it twenty five hundred, I’d be very happy.” He said, “Well, come on 
down to Vero Beach in ’46, in the spring, and then if you’re worth it, we’re going to give you 
three thousand dollars.” I said, “Well, being married. I’m not going to take that chance. I’ve got 
the money from the Phillies. I’m very confident in myself that I can do something about baseball 
and further myself and I’m going to have to do that, Mr. Rickey, and take the Phillies offer.” So, 
he wished me luck, gave me a little cigarette lighter and that was it. I went with the Phillies and 
was signed by Chuck Ward in ’46 and actually I was founded by Ben Marbo (?) who was a scout 
in the local Pattison area and he referred me to Chuck. Chuck Ward was the fellow who also 
signed Robin Roberts. So, I was signed for ’46 and went to Wilmington, Delaware. 
 
What league is that? Is that Class-A ball? 
 
ES- That was Class-B ball.  
 
And, what league was it in? Do you recall? 
 
ES- Yes, that was the Interstate League. That was with teams like Trenton, Harrisburg, Lancaster, 
Hagerstown, York, Allentown, so it was a good league. You have to remember, there were all 
these GIs coming back from the service so there was a lot of good athletes at that time. So, we 
had a nice league there. I spent two years. In ‘46 I led the league in home runs and RBIs and I 
thought, well, I’m going to be promoted. But, I wasn’t promoted for one reason. I think to this 
day that Wilmington, Delaware is a town of Bob Carpenter. Bob Carpenter was the owner of the 
Phillies. He liked a winning ballclub in his hometown to show for his people. Well, we had an 
outstanding club in ’46 and then, like I say, I led the league in home runs and RBIs. He says, 
“Come on back and have a good year the following year.” So, that was sort of a kick in the 
bucket. I did come back the following year again. Mr. Carpenter was very happy about t. We did 
win the pennant and so I had another good year. I hit 37 home runs and so in 1948 I was 
promoted to Toronto, which was a Philly farm club in Triple A ball, International League. 
 
I wonder if you could go back to Wilmington for a second. Tell me who the manager, if you 
recall, at Wilmington. 
 
ES- The manager at Wilmington was Jack Saltske (?) was the ex-Yankee ballplayer, I believe 
during the war and just prior to the war. In fact, he was, I think the gentleman, maybe I’m wrong 
here, the one that took Lou Gehrig’s place at first base when Gehrig retired. 
 
OK, did you play with any well-known players at Wilmington, that you can recall? 
 
ES- No, we were all hungry GIs just coming back. I can’t say, but some of them did end up in the 
big leagues after that, a fellow named Joe Tipton ended up at Cleveland. Curt Simmons was 
signed out of Norwegian (?) High School in Pennsylvania and joined us. We used to kid the heck 
out of him because as you know, a twenty-five thousand dollar bonus at that time was a lot of 
money. So, we used to always ask Curt to take us out to dinner every night with the money he 
had. And Ralph Lapoint (?) was another good ballplayer. And, God rest his soul. He joined us 
and had some good years and ended up with the Cardinals for about two seasons. Went back to 
Vermont and I went to visit him and unfortunately when I visit him he had cancer and he passed 
away about four months after that at a very young age. 
 
So, you went to Toronto then. 
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ES- In ’48. 
 
Was Toronto much different that Wilmington in terms of the level of play and the conditions that 
you played under, the ballparks and things like that? Was there a noticeable difference between 
Toronto and Wilmington? 
 
ES- Oh, the difference was night and day from the bus leagues at Wilmington to the train league 
in the International League. Now we had some hungry ballplayers there that made good at 
Toronto. I went there in 1948 after having two outstanding seasons at Wilmington. The pitching 
was rough. They curved you every other pitch there. I did fairly well. Not that great but I did a 
few outstanding things. I only batted .238 in 1948, but I led the league in RBIs. Try to figure that 
out. I was a pretty good clutch hitter when that came and I hit twenty home runs and I also led the 
league in assists. I had twenty eight assists. Whether that’s still a record I don’t know but I had a 
fairly good arm and got a pretty good jump on the ball. So, that was just the sort of a testing year. 
But I came back in ’49 and batted .269 and had 33 home runs and had a great year that year and 
future. And the Phillies brought me up at the end of the ’49 season. 
 
Now, who was your manager at Toronto? Do you recall? 
 
ES- Yeah, Toronto, it was Del Bissonette. Del Bissonette played with the old Dodgers in the 
International League. My first manager, I should say, was Ed Sawyer. Ed Sawyer was there in 
’48, half of the season. We were having a good year. I think we were in first place and the Phillies 
fired Ben Chapman and brought up Ed Sawyer in 1948. So, he was in ’48 and then Del Bissonette 
took over and Del Bissonette was my manager in half of ’48 and all of ’49. I can back in ’50… 
 
Back to Toronto. 
 
ES- Back to Toronto, and that’s after the Phillies incident. If you are all interested in the Phillies 
incident, I would say that in ’49 I had a great year, hit 33 home runs like I mentioned and batted 
.269 and had a hundred RBIs and the Phillies brought me up. My first hit was off Rip Sewell. I 
got to the stadium a little late. I checked into a little hotel in Pittsburgh, the Schenley hotel and I 
got a uniform and said hello to the guys and Ed Sawyer says, “Go out into the outfield and warm 
up.” So I went out there and the first thing you know I found myself in the ballgame, which we 
were leading about 8-3. He said to go out and take Bill Nicholson’s place. So, I went out and take 
Bill Nicholson’s place about the seventh inning. And, fortunately, in the ninth inning, we had a 
little rally and I found myself with a bat in my hands with two men on base and Rip Sewell 
pitching. And, the 3-2 pitch I hit over the fence, over the Greenberg Gardens. I hit a home run my 
first time at bat. That evening I had some interviews with reporters because I had another incident 
when I broke into organized baseball, I hit a home run in my first at bat there. So, it was unusual 
to hit a home run in the first at bat in organized ball and then come back and hit on in the major 
leagues. So then after that I went oh-for-two against Ken Raffensberger up in Cincinnati. Then I 
went one for three, a home run against the Cardinals, Howie Pollet. I drove in three of the four 
RBIs. We beat the Cardinals that year because they were fighting for the pennant against the 
Dodgers. It was sort of a big stink about that because the manager Bert Shotton of the Dodgers 
said, “How came they’re pitching a rookie against the Cardinals. We’re fighting for a pennant.” 
Well, it just so happened that the rookie pitcher named Jocko Thompson for us and myself beat 
the Cardinals for them and he was very happy. He said, “No comment,” the next day. Then, after 
that, I played my first game at Philadelphia, Shibe Park, at that time. Later on it was Connie Mack 
Stadium and then it became Veteran’s Stadium, as you know, in a different realm. Anyway, 
against Leo Durocher’s team, I always loved Leo Durocher when he played for the Dodgers. And 
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here I was, at bat, against his team, the Giants, and a pitcher named Sheldon Jones was pitching 
and I hit a home run off him. I got one for three. Actually, that season I was at bat thirteen times, 
and three hits, and all were home runs in 1949. 
 
So, when the ’50 season started, you were still in Toronto. You ended up back in Toronto. Did 
you have any expectations of making the Phils that year or do you know why you didn’t make the 
team? 
 
ES- Well, there was a lot of ballyhoo in 1950. Sawyer had me mentioned as the next outfielder. 
Richie Ashburn was going to be the second outfielder that I would beat him for the job. Richie, as 
you know, was a heck of a ballplayer. And he still is. If he had two hits, he’d want three. If he had 
three hits, he’d want four. But, he didn’t have that great of an arm to jump on the ball. He had a 
lot of ability. But there was just something that some people just didn’t like it so naturally, I was 
the scapegoat and I was ballyhooed about it. I went to spring training and I played the first three 
or four games and I lost one in the sun and I had one hit in maybe twelve at bats and they put 
Ashburn back in the lineup and you couldn’t get him out. You couldn’t. He was good. He is good. 
So, I ended up back at Toronto. 
 
Disappointed? 
 
ES- Very disappointed. 
 
So, how’d you do in ’50 then? 
 
ES- Well, I went down there Tom and they said, “Eddie, you’ve got to spray the ball a little more 
to right field. You’re a pull hitter.” Sure, I’m a pull hitter. I hit 33 home runs last year but in the 
big leagues you’re got to spray it here, spray it there. Well, I got a little upset about it. I was going 
to take their advice. But, here you have four good years and no one’s complaining about your 
RBIs and all of a sudden they want to change your style at batting. So, one week they would have 
an instructor come down there, down to Toronto, and instruct me a certain way and after he’d 
leaves town, the other instructor says, “The heck with what he says, do it this way.” At first you 
know Tom, I was all messed up. I had a terrible year. A terrible year. The papers were riding me 
from 33 home runs, I only hit ten. My batting average went down. I said, “Well, who needs this?” 
I felt real bad about it. However, in July, I’ll never forget this, July 18th was my anniversary. I’m 
reading. The manager of Toronto, Jack Sanford calls me and he says, “Eddie, I know you’re 
having a rough year but you’re going back to the Phillies because they are fighting for the 
pennant and they need someone defensively to take over Dick Sisler’s place in the late innings. 
You know Tom, that night, I was in Toronto, playing the outfield, playing against Rochester, my 
anniversary, there was a bloop fly ball going into left field where I was playing. I was running 
like heck to try to catch it. I just missed it and it went under my legs. I turned around. I must have 
stepped in a hole, tore my ligaments. So, I was out the rest of the year and I watched out on the 
World Series at Yankee Stadium. Phillies and the Yankees from the grandstand. A fellow named 
Jackie Mayo took my place. 
 
So, you would have been one of The Whiz Kids had this not happened to you? 
 
ES- I would have. Because I went to Cooperstown two years ago and there’s that big plaque of 
the 1950 World Champions and my name is not there. My picture is not there but the fellow who 
replaced me, Jackie Mayo is there, along with a couple of other fellows. 
 
So he was from Toronto, too? 
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ES- Jack Mayo? Jackie Mayo was a Notre Dame outstanding baseball player, had some good 
years in the minor leagues and they brought him up instead of me. 
 
Because you got hurt. 
 
ES- Yeah, he was in Toronto so they replaced me with him. 
 
So, you got hurt. You were out the rest of the season. 
 
ES- I was out for the rest of the season. I took care of myself in the wintertime and I went to 
spring training with Baltimore, instead of Toronto. Baltimore was a Philly farm club. So I went 
there and had a fair spring training and all of a sudden we were going to play at Miami beach. We 
were riding in cars with nothing but ballplayers and I hear my name on the radio saying I’m going 
to be brought up to the Phillies within a day or two. So, I was jubilant. So, I  joined the Phillies in 
’51 and I found myself playing defensively in the late innings against Dick Sisler. Fortunately, I 
was at bat four times and I had two hits and I was sent down, not to Baltimore, not to Double A, 
but I went to A ball in a place called Schenectady, New York. A beautiful town. A beautiful 
ballpark, but everything just collapsed in my body because I was sent down so low. 
 
You were disappointed, you mean. 
 
ES- Very disappointed.  
 
And that affected your play? 
 
ES- I wouldn’t say…a ballplayer doesn’t get affected that way. You’re making a living. At this 
time I had two children with a third one on the way. You had to do the best you can. You weren’t 
getting the outstanding salaries, but you went down and do the best the best you can. And, I’m 
telling you, the first pitcher I faced in the Eastern League was a fellow by the name of Ike 
DeLock, who later on went on to the Boston Red Sox for about seven or eight years. Well, he had 
some curve ball and he was quite a pitcher and he struck me out three times my first appearance 
at Schenectady and I said, “What the heck are you doing down here?” because he was an 
outstanding pitcher then, and I just didn’t know him. And, he was just facing me but later years 
proved that he was outstanding even with the Red Sox. But, I did have a terrible year. I batted 
.249. I had 20 home runs and Mr. Sawyer, we played the Phillies in an exhibition game and I 
went up to him and said, “Do you have any plans for me.” And he said, “Eddie, I’m sorry, we 
don’t have any plans for you.” So that really hurt real bad. So I said, “Well, you better get rid of 
me at the end of the end of the ’51 season. I’m just through with baseball.” So, what happened is 
in the winter of ‘51/’52, I was drafted by Tulsa. I went to Tulsa, Oklahoma and from there I went 
to Houston, and what happened is I just gave up after that. I just didn’t have it. It started to 
become work instead of play and what happened is, which I forgot to mention Tom, in between 
these baseball seasons in ’46 to ’52, I was going to Seton Hall a half year at a time, and a half 
year playing baseball, so I had three years complete. I went after the ’52 season and my wife says, 
“You better get your degree and forget about it.” I says, “You’re right,” so I got my degree in ’53 
in Seton Hall and I gave up baseball, never played baseball, and went into the field of teaching 
the mentally retarded. 
 
Did you have any involvement with the game after you completed Seton Hall and getting your 
degree? Did you coach? Did you play casually? Did you have any involvement in the game at 
all? 
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ES- Yes. When I got my degree at Seton Hall, I gave up baseball, I went into the Clifton School 
System and I was a physical education instructor there. Unfortunately, the coach of the high 
school team had a heart attack, I knew him very well, and for some reason they appointed me. I 
know there were other physical education teachers that wanted the job but being a professional 
baseball player, it was handed to me. I didn’t like it but I took the job and I coached high school 
baseball for six years. I continued to play semi-pro baseball in the evenings for about another six 
or seven years and then I completely gave it up. Oh, I was also a Dodgers scout for a while for a 
gentleman named Rudy Roofer (?) out of Long Island and I recommended a number of 
ballplayers and he couldn’t sign them because they were giving some big, big bonuses out in 
California. So, I gave that up. They didn’t take the fellows that I think could possibly make it and 
I said this is just nothing, so I gave up that, completely. 
 
So, you worked with the mentally retarded? 
 
ES- Yes.  
 
For many years? 
 
ES- I spent thirty years with them. I was a teacher for thirty years for the mentally retarded. What 
happened is I was my first two or three years I was a regular physical education teacher with the 
regular children and then the principal said, “Eddie, would you take these kids out?” And, that’s 
just the way he said it. “Please take these kids out and give them some exercise.” And they were 
Down Syndrome, they had brain damage, there was a lot of kids. Teaching them was like starting 
to teach the alphabet, A-B-C, you start off with A because if you say K, let’s get around in a 
circle,” they didn’t know a circle from a square to a triangle, they just didn’t know it. So, it was 
my job with repetitions, repetitions, repetitions to teach them and to let them enjoy physical 
education and get some activities. As you know Tom, as years went by, I became very successful. 
I became a swimming instructor once a week in the afternoon. Then later on, I had a camp where 
we are living at now and I was their instructor there for twenty years. So, these kids through 
Special Olympics, we found out that they can do more than just perhaps sit in a corner and rock 
back and forth. 
 
I’m going to give out a couple of names. Tell me what comes to your mind when I say the names 
of these people on the Phils. Eddie Sawyer. 
 
ES- Outstanding, quiet manager, never said “boo” to you, never gave you any advice, whether he 
would leave that up to the coaches, I don’t know but Tom I felt I deserved an explanation a little 
more intimately with him after having those good years and I was rather disappointed 
somewhere. 
 
Did you ask him for an explanation? 
 
ES- No.  
 
Did he come forth with it? 
 
ES- No. I was just brought out about two years ago. He was interviewed about me and he said 
that I just came into the picture at the wrong time with Del Ennis, Richie Ashburn, and Sisler and 
I just couldn’t break it in. That was it. Bad timing on his part. Bad timing on my part. That was 
his explanation. He’s still living, by the way. He’s close to eighty. 
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Robin Roberts. 
 
ES- Oh, Mr. Roberts himself. He was, I think, one of the nicest guys I met in baseball in the short 
period I was there. We were in New Orleans. We played Pittsburgh in an exhibition game and we 
went to see Mr. Roberts to play with about four players. And, you know, during intermission they 
introduced him as Mr. Roberts, pitcher for the Phillies and here we were watching Mr. Roberts, 
the play. And, it was just wonderful to sit along side him. Just a great guy. Absolutely. 
 
Richie Ashburn. 
 
ES- White mouse, white mouse they used to call him. He was a blond kid who never swore, 
always say “Darn, dang.” He never swore and we would say, “Come on, snap out of it, once in a 
while you have to get mad.” Outstanding competitor. Golly, I heard about him in 1946 and Tom, 
if I just may say, I’m going to my first spring training and I meet this young fellow, I played with 
Ashburn. “We’re fighting for a job.” “Oh no, he’s in the service, he’s in the service, so you’ll 
have no problem.” Well, I had no problem because I had some good years. So this fellow up to 
this day says, “Eddie, look, I liked Ashburn. I played with him in Utica in 1945. When you came 
along I knew you were going to beat him. And you did, but Ashburn had a lot of competitors.” 
He’d hit a single and a double but he always wanted to get that average up higher. Never 
satisfied. 
 
Del Ennis. 
 
ES- Quiet, power hitter, just a wonderful guy who didn’t say “boo.” Big smile on his face. When 
he was being kidded, just a bid smile. Never a bad word. I never seen him even get mad at an 
umpire. Outstanding power, outstanding. Great guy. 
 
Dick Sisler. 
 
ES- Another fellow that was always telling you, “C’mon, c’mon kid, you gotta do it kid. We’re 
OK, you’re going to be fine.” He says, “Get up there.” He was always giving you advice in his 
smiling way. Big, strong lefthander. 
 
Did his father come around? Did you ever see his father at any of the Phils activities or games or 
anything? 
 
ES- Tom, to this day, I don’t remember. I was fortunate in 1948, if I may interject here. Babe 
Ruth came around in spring training and he gave each Phillie a ball signed by him personally, 
Babe Ruth, and you could see his throat was achy and you know, to this day, I have that ball and 
someone told me it’s worth about five thousand dollars. 
 
Jim Konstanty. 
 
ES- Jimmy, uh, I was with him in my rookie season in Toronto. Great relief pitcher for them. 
Quiet. I think he’s one of the first speckled, which I’d say, wearing glasses. Him and a fellow 
named Paul Kalbert I’ve seen. Jimmy was hungry to make the big leagues. He knew what he 
wanted and not too sociable, he just sort of stayed to himself. In fact, if I may also say this, and 
this is a funny incident because I hit my first home run in the Greenberg Gardens against Rip 
Sewell, I was mentioning before. He got the ball in the bullpen and the players had a difficult 
time getting it from him to give to me, because he wanted to keep it himself. Jimmy’s family had 
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a sports shop in Oleana, New York, and he wanted to put that on display. Well, through constant 
pressure, he did give me the ball, which I have to this day. 
 
Anybody else you’d care to discuss, whether they be competitors or teammates?  
 
ES- Well, I was going down to the minor leagues when I went down to Schenectady and we were 
happy to be taking batting practice in St. Louis. And, Jimmy Konstanty came up and said to me, 
“Ed, look, you’re leaving tomorrow. Don’t get down. Why don’t you go over there and talk to 
Stan Musial, who was taking batting practice?” After Musial got through batting, he came over to 
me, and Konstanty introduced me and Stan knew me because I’d hit a home run last year off 
them that perhaps maybe hurt them in a pennant and he looked right down and he gave me some 
advice there Tom for about five minutes. I’ll always remember that, he took time out, this Polish 
boy, the same as myself, and he gave me some sound advice. 
 
Would you share it with us? 
 
ES- Well, it’s “Don’t get down on yourself. You’re still a young fellow with a lot of opportunity 
coming. I notice you’ve got a lot of power. You’ve got the arm. Your fielding percentage is 
always high and just don’t get down on yourself.” I tried to keep that with me when I went down 
to Schenectady and I tried. I tried and that was it. I just didn’t have it. But after a while, I’m not 
blaming family problems but you get two or three kids in the minor leagues and you’re paying 
rent in two places, I was paying rent in Clifton and I was playing rent in whatever minor league 
town I was in. At the end of the season in the minor leagues, you’re lucky to get ahead a couple 
of bucks, so it really, things started to wear out. We used to go to the ballpark and feel free and 
hey, we’re going to have some fun. It started to get to be a little bit like going to work with a 
lunch bucket. 
 
The minor leagues, back in those days, travel was through buses or trains, as you mentioned, in 
Toronto. Right? The clubhouses and the field conditions, the other playing conditions associated 
with the minor leagues, a very big difference from the majors, right? 
 
ES- Yes. But good. We were good at trains. We played a night game and got on the train to go to 
Jersey City and we’d pull in at six o’clock in the morning and they’d just put our car aside and 
we’d sleep until eight o’clock. Outstanding ball parks. I can’t say there was a ballpark that was 
bad. Newark was the only one. We were there when Newark and Jersey City closed up, but Jersey 
City was a beautiful ballpark. It just wouldn’t draw any fans and then Newark was a nice ballpark 
but they just wouldn’t draw. The only thing I can say is, a bit unusual if I may, in Buffalo we used 
to go to Buffalo and we couldn’t do anything until church was out at one o’clock in the afternoon 
and all we’d do, the game would start at about 1:10, all we’d do is warm up and play the game. 
We couldn’t take infield. We couldn’t take batting practice or anything. That was on Sunday. In 
Toronto, you never played Sunday baseball, the three years I was there, ’48, ’49, ’50. You always 
traveled. You’d play a Saturday night game there and then either go to Rochester or Buffalo for 
your Sunday game. 
 
Do you still follow the game today? 
 
ES- Not that much. I do, naturally the Yankees are having a good year, I watch them. I think 
everyone gave up on the Mets this year and the Phillies are up just maybe three times in the last 
ten years. That’s it. 
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What’s your opinion of the game today, as opposed to when you played and how it’s changed 
since that time? 
 
ES- Well, I think Reggie Jackson, when he was inducted into the Hall of Fame, said it all. The 
fellows are outstanding. You can see their waists are about thirty-six or thirty-five. They look like 
they’re in pretty good shape. But, I don’t think they care for the game as much as we did in those 
days. At the end of the ballgame we would sit around and talk about it in the hotel rooms after the 
ballgame. I don’t think you’re getting that at the stadium now. I think it’s “Give me the money” 
and run situations. If I signed a three million dollar, five million dollar contract, and I’d had a 
couple of bad days, I’m being ridden by the press, I’d more or less shrug my head and say, “Hey, 
look, I’m making the money.” Maybe I’m wrong on this but I don’t see too much of this. A 
couple of ballplayers I could pick up I could say, “Wow, this Joe Carter, Andre Dawson.” They 
look to me like they just want to get a base hit any time up, just like Ashburn. Some of them look 
like they’re different. Certain days they are really looking good. They are throwing the days and 
other days they are just not. There is quite a change in it. 
 
Did you follow a team growing up? Were you a fan of any team growing up? 
 
ES- I was a fan of the Dodgers. My brother, like I mentioned before, was outstanding in my short 
career in baseball. I would say that we went every other week to Ebbets Field in Brooklyn and 
there would be doubleheaders. We always went to doubleheaders. And, we would go in there and 
pay our $1.10 apiece and then reserve ourselves and say that two more people are coming so we 
wouldn’t be bothered. And these games are always sold out. Johnny Vander Meer pitching or 
something. So what would happen is come near game time and someone would come over and 
say, “Are those seats taken?” and “Well, they’re for sale.” So, we’d sell all four seats and get 
$4.40 back when we only paid $2.20. So, we were $2.20 ahead and we’re still in the ballpark. So 
anyway, those were the days. Then after that, go to Times Square and perhaps in the evening 
watch a radio broadcast, Fred Allen, something like that. These were days when you had nickel 
hot dogs in Times Square. Outstanding. 
 
Do you have anything saved from your playing days? 
 
ES- Well, I wish that I had a couple more years. I wish that… 
 
What I meant was any artifacts, memorabilia, souvenirs, anything from your playing days that 
you saved? 
 
ES- No, as I mentioned the Babe Ruth ball that I have. They gave me a day at Newark Stadium in 
1949. I have that ball. No, I can’t say, I have a couple of bats in my garage by Brooks Robinson 
and Al Kaline. No, I really haven’t. The Babe Ruth ball is outstanding for me. That’s what I like. 
It’s special. 
 
OK, I don’t have anything else. Is there anything else you’d like to share with us, if not I feel 
we’re finished here. 
 
ES- No, I can’t think of anything else. Tom, I’m trying to think something now but…No. All I 
wished for is I wish that Ed Sawyer gave me, forty-fifty times at bat and if I didn’t hit, in other 
words, if I hit maybe eight out of fifty, I would say, “He had some great minor league records but 
nothing in the major leagues.” But, I never got that shot. To this day I’m getting memorabilia, 
five cards a month from kids, then grownups, then seniors saying how come the Phillies didn’t 
give you that shot? Look at your records. Your slugging percentage. Three home runs, a double, a 
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single in seventeen at bats. They must be crazy not to give someone further advancement. I never 
got that shot, Tom, and to this day I’m just saying, “What would have happened? What would 
have happened if I got those forty-fifty times at bat? Would I have been a .300 hitter?” I don’t 
know. That’s the only thing. But, I loved baseball. It did a lot for me. It did a lot for my family. It 
brought me into the teaching field, working with the handicapped and the things that I’ve learned 
in baseball, I’ve put them to the handicapped in my teaching. It made me a better citizen all the 
way around and I’m just starting to enjoy life at my age. I just turned seventy. Thank you. 
 
Thank you. This concludes the interview with Ed Sanicki. Thank you very much. 
 
 
 
 -Transcribed by J. Thomas Hetrick, November, 2005. 


