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ing original publications, 
hosting Nineteenth Cen-
tury oriented confer-
ences, along with other 
committee communica-
tions distributed to all 
members. 
     In the course of the 
forty-year history of the 
Committee numerous 
projects and activities 
have been completed and 
shared with SABR’s 
membership.  
     Here is a partial list-
ing: 
Publications: 
-The National Pastime– 
Spring 1984– Special 

(Continued on page 2) 

Happy 40th Birthday, 19th Century     

Committee 

Our Committee’s Annual 
Business Meeting was fi-
nally held in person at 
SABR 50 after a two year 
hiatus, requiring virtual 
meetings.  Just over fifty 
Committee/SABR mem-
bers were in attendance, 
about a dozen more than 
was anticipated and, una-
voidably due to the hotel’s 
need to flip over larger 

rooms for another activity, 
our assigned room proved a 
little too small, resulting 
with SRO and spillover 
into the hall entrance.  Our 
agenda for the meeting in-
cluded fifty minutes of 
business items, some of 
which are here, while oth-
ers are in News & Notes in 
this issue.  

The 2022 Overlooked 
19th Century Baseball 
Legend election results 
were announced.  This 
year, Moses Fleetwood 
Walker, the first openly 
recognized African 
American player to ap-
pear in the otherwise all 
white Major Leagues 
(1884, Toledo, AA) and 

(Continued on page 4) 

A 
 letter dated 
September 30, 
1982 was 
mailed to a 

group of SABR members 
by John Thorn and Mark 
Rucker. It prtoposed 
founding a SABR Com-
mittee focused on Nine-
teenth Century Baseball.  
     That was forty years 
ago this week.  
     Since that time SA-
BR’s Nineteenth Century 
Committee has grown to 
over 675 members. The 
membership includes 
individuals from 45 
states (what’s wrong 
with the folks in Alaska, 

Hawaii, South Dakota, 
West Virginia, and Wyo-
ming?) and seven other 
countries (Australia, 
Netherlands, Japan, Isra-
el, Latvia, and a host of 
friends from Canada.) 
     We even have a mem-
ber from Malta. But that 
is a geographic name 
anomaly as it is Malta, 
Illinois rather than the 
Republic of Malta. (But 
what’s 5,000 miles be-
tween friends). 
     The Committee has 
engaged in research, 
sharing research, contrib-
uting to SABR publica-
tions and activities, creat-

Co-Chairs’ Corner           by Peter Mancuso 
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Happy Birthday 19th Century Committee (cont.) 

Pictorial Issue: The Nineteenth 
Century. Produced by Committee 
Founders John Thorn and Mark 
Rucker. 
 
-Baseball in the Nineteenth Cen-
tury: An Overview– by Jack 
Selzer, 1986. 
 
-Nineteenth Century Stars, eds 
Robert L. Tiemann & Mark 
Rucker, 1989. 
 
-Baseball’s First Stars, eds. Fred-
erick Ivor-Campbell, Robert L. 
Tiemann, Mark Rucker, 1996. 
 
- Inventing Baseball: The 100 
Greatest Games in the Nineteenth 
Century, ed. Bill Felber, 2013. 
 
-Base Ball’s 19th Century Winter 
Meetings: 1857-1900, eds. Jere-
my Hodges and Bill Nowlin, 
2018. 
 
-Preston D. Orem’s Baseball 
From the Newspaper Accounts 
(1882-1891). Available on SABR 
Research Collection web page. 

(Continued from page 1)  Sample Projects produced by 
19th Committee members: 
 
-Base Ball Pioneers, 1850-1870, 
eds. Peter Morris, William J. 
Ryczek, Jan Finkel, Leonard Lev-
in and Richard Malatzky, 2012. 
Published by McFarland & Co. 
 
-Base Ball Founders: The Clubs, 
Players and Cities of the North-
east that Established the Game, 
eds. Peter Morris, William J. 
Ryczek, Jan Finkel, Leonard Lev-
in and Richard Malatzky, 2013.  
Published by McFarland & Co. 
 
 
Sponsored Conferences: 
 
-The Frederick Ivor-Campbell 
19th Century Conference. Held 
annually since 2009 (except 2020 
when canceled due to the pan-
demic and 2021 when held virtu-
ally) in Cooperstown, NY at the 
Baseball Hall of Fame. 
     Each conference includes in-
vited presentations, panel discus-
sions, and interviews along with 
about 15 participant presentations 
on any ascpect of 19th Century 
Baseball. 
-Nineteenth Century Baseball In-
terdisciplinary Symposium. The 
Symposium is designed to focus 
on 19th Century Baseball in a 
specific locality. Presenters in-
clude SABR researchers, local 
academic experts, and local spe-
cialists in some topic related to 
baseball in that area. 
     To date there have been five 
conferences held since 2014 in 
New York City, Philadelphia, 
Cleveland, Minneapolis, and 
Brooklyn. The sixth Symposium 
is scheduled for November 2022 
in Providence, Rhode Island. 
 
 

 

 
Other Events: 
 
Nineteenth Century Speakers Se-
ries: 
 
When the Covid pandemic can-
celled many in-person activities 
the 19th Century Committee creat-
ed the Speakers Series to provide 
opportunities for any committee 
member to participate in a Com-
mittee activity. 
    Started in 2020 the Committee 
recruited speakers on a wide varie-
ty of 19th Century baseball topics 
to present their research via Zoom 
to any SABR member who wished 
to log-in. 
     We have completed two sea-
sons of the Speakers Series with 
Season III opening on September 
13, 2022 and running through May 
2023. 
 
Our sincere thanks and apprecia-
tion to the Committee founders 
Mark Rucker and John Thorn for 
their insight, effort, and contribu-
tions to SABR’s Nineteenth Cen-
tury Baseball Committee. 

Founder 

John Thorn 

Founder 

Mark Rucker 
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 Co-Chair’s Corner (cont.) 

the last openly recognized African-
American to play in all white 
“Organized Baseball” (1889, Syra-
cuse Stars) before Jackie Robin-
son’s 20th century integration of the 
Minor and Major Leagues (1946 
Montreal and 1947-’56 Brooklyn).  

Co-Chairs’ Awards were an-
nounced for two Nineteenth Centu-
ry Committee Members for their 
service to the Committee.  First, 
Richard “Dixie” Tourangeau 
(who was present) for his years of 
taking and providing photographs of 
our annual Frederick Ivor-Campbell 
19th Century Base Ball Conference 
in Cooperstown, NY.  And, second, 
Tom Gilbert for his highly success-
ful coordination of our Brooklyn 
19th Century Baseball Interdiscipli-
nary Symposium, conducted virtual-
ly due to the pandemic.  Tom also 
pre-recorded a video tour of Brook-
lyn historic baseball sites that was 
presented in conjunction with the 

(Continued from page 1) symposium.  Each recipient re-
ceived an engraved 1880’s 
Burlingame model reproduction 
bat. 

The Frederick Ivor-Campbell 
19th Century Base Ball Confer-
ence’s (The Fred’s) 2023 dates 
were announced.  The dates are 
Friday and Saturday, April 28 & 
29, 2023 at the Baseball Hall of 
Fame in Cooperstown, NY.  
There was also a reminder an-
nouncement that Abstracts of 
200-400 words for those inter-
ested in doing a 20-25 minute 
Research Presentation at The 
Fred are due, by October 31, 
2022.  Abstracts, with title should 
be emailed to;  

peterplus4@earthlink.net. 

The SNE (Southern New Eng-
land) 19th Century Baseball In-
terdisciplinary Symposium, the 
sixth in our series of city or re-
gional-specific symposiums will 

take place Saturday, Novem-
ber 12, 2022 at Rhode Island 
College, Providence, RI. See 
the last three pages of this 
newsletter for the complete 
Program & Schedule, Present-
ers and details to register on-
line via SABR. 

19cBB Speakers Series, Sea-
son III is underway (virtually) 
the second Tuesday of each 
month (Sept 2022 thru May 
2023) via SABR’s Zoom Meet-
ings.  The 40-50 minute long 
presentations begin a 8:pm ET.  
See our summer newsletter for 
complete topics and speakers.  
Watch for email reminders of 
the Speakers Series via SABR 
Nineteenth Century Committee 
Group E-mails. 

Enjoy the Post Season, Best 

Regards, Peter & Bob,                                                       

“…because, baseball history is 

not only baseball history.” 

Alexander K. Schapp of Virginia sought to solve 

an issue facing catchers. Schapp indicated it was 

common for a catcher's mask to consist of a 

cushioned frame having wires which was 

strapped to the head. He claimed that in the 

event of a foul ball, which required the catcher 

to look up, the mask would obstruct the catch-

er's vision and was removed during play. Schap-

p's improved invention for "Mask for Base-Ball 

Catchers" had a spring catch which, when 

pressed, could release to open the mask with-

out changing the position of the head.  

mailto:peterplus4@earthlink.net
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"Cattanach, the substitute pitcher 
of the Providence nine, wanted a 
trial and he got it, but the result 
was disastrous…"  Caught by 
fellow rookie Miah Murray, Cat-
tanach lasted only five innings 
and gave up just two hits but was 
so wild that he was charged with 
five earned runs before trading 
places with right fielder Charlie 
Sweeney, who ultimately took 
the 9-8 loss to Philadelphia’s 
Charlie Ferguson.  The Scottish 
rookie was released 11 days lat-
er.  But the baseball bug appears 
to have bitten him strongly 
enough that he forthwith joined a 
semipro team in Willimantic, 
Rhode Island.  
     The following month the first
-place St. Louis Maroons of the 
rebel Union Association hired 
Cattanach on an interim basis 
while awaiting the arrival of mi-
nor league acquisition Henry 
Boyle after Billy Taylor jumped 
the team, leaving the club with-
out a healthy, rested pitcher 
when it arrived in Boston.  He 
started for the Maroons at Bos-
ton on successive days, July 16 
and 17.  After losing on the 16th 
by a 5-1 count to Boston’s 
Dupee Shaw, Cattanach, despite 
exhausting his catcher George 
Baker chasing down wild pitches 
(five all told), staggered to an 8-
6 win over Boston’s James 
Burke on July 17th to end the 
major league portion of his ca-
reer with a 1-1 record in three 
starts.  Cattanach then returned 
to semipro ranks for the remain-
der of the 1884 season but was 
not yet ready to surrender his 

(Continued on page 6) 

THE GREATEST ALL-AROUND ATHLETE IN  

NINETEENTH CENTURY BASEBALL  by David Nemec 

B 
orn into an upper-class 
family in Providence, 
Rhode Island, on May 
10, 1863, Jack Cattanach 

was the son of Scottish-born Don-
ald Duncan Cattanach, an interior 
decorator, and his wife Agnes 
Amelia Leckie Cattanach, also of 
Scottish descent but born in Con-
necticut in 1839, according to an-
cestral web sites.  As is often the 
case in upper crust families, Catta-
nach was bestowed with his moth-
er’s maiden name for a middle 
name. His precise early athletic ex-
periences are unknown, but from 
all appearances they were exten-
sive, and rowing, though not neces-
sarily his best sport, was his favor-
ite as a youth. While still in his 
teens he was a member of the eight
-man rowing crew representing the 
Narragansett Boat Club that broke 
a speed record on the Potomac Riv-
er in the early 1880s.   Throughout 
the ‘80's, the still extant club gener-
ated many national champions, in-
cluding Cattanach, and sponsored a 
professional sculling regatta that 
was featured once on the cover of 
Harper's Magazine.  After finishing 
his schooling, Cattanach spent time 
with relatives of his father in On-
tario, Canada, where he joined a 
crack rowing crew that won several 
local meets.  To evade investiga-
tion, he turned openly professional 
when his amateur oarsman status 
was questioned before returning to 
his native city sometime prior to 
the spring of 1884.     
     Preceded by his reputation as an 
awesome all-around athlete, the 
5’10” and 190-pound Cattanach, 
whose arm of choice is still listed 
as unknown, was hired by Provi-
dence manager Frank Bancroft to 

pitch for the Grays’ newly 
formed reserve team despite 
possessing no ostensible reputa-
tion in baseball circles.  In the 
early 1880s baseball men had 

belatedly started to learn that 
none but the most extraordinari-
ly gifted pitchers could step off 
the sandlots and immediately 
succeed against major league 
competition, so Bancroft 
brought Cattanach along gradu-
ally, using him at first only in 
exhibition games or against oth-
er major league reserve teams.  
Finally came his acid test.  Fol-
lowing his lone appearance with 
Providence in an official Nation-
al League game--a starting as-
signment in a home game 
against Philadelphia on June 5, 
1884--Sporting Life wrote: 

John Leckie Cattanach 
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THE GREATEST ALL-AROUND ATHLETE (cont.) 

professional baseball aspirations.  
For while he was of championship 
caliber in other sports, baseball 
was the only one at that time that 
paid a guaranteed living wage re-
gardless of whether you or your 
team won or lost.   
     In the spring of 1885 Catta-
nach journeyed to Georgia to 
pitch for the Columbus Stars of 
the fledging Southern League but 
was released in June according to 
the June 24 Sporting Life when he 
was still winless after his first four 
starts.  At that point he reluctantly 
called a halt to his least successful 
athletic endeavor.  In addition to 
being a championship rower, he 
was a renown light hammer (12-
pound) thrower (for a time he held 
the world record) and wrestled for 
substantial purses in both “catch-
as-catch-can” and Greco-Roman 
style. Boston-area sporting papers 
noted that on December 9, 1889, 
he beat J.J. Bagley of Boston for 
“$200 a side” at Wood’s Hall in 
Olneyville in matches held in both 
of his favorite wrestling types.  
The following year the news out 
of the Hartford Rowing Club on 
September 22 trumpeted that Cat-
tanach and John Purcell of Flor-
ence, Massachusetts, had contest-
ed in the 12-, 16- and 22-pound 
hammer throw and Cattanach won 
two of the three matches, the 12- 
and the 16-pound throws, to cap-
ture the $100 purse. 
     Yet Cattanach felt he had still 
more athletic mountains to con-
quer.  In the early 1890s, after 
serving as a paid sparring partner 
of San Francisco fighter Joe 
Choynski for several weeks, he 
imagined he had a future in the 
ring and in 1892 challenged “Big 

(Continued from page 5) between Cattanach and Dolan the 
night before a draw “because it 
was agreed to be such if both men 
lasted 25 rounds” but admitted 
that Cattanach would have won an 
easy decision otherwise as he 
knocked Dolan down 30 times 
and forced the fight all the way. 
Two months later, again at the 
Metropole Club on October 24, 
Cattanach beat Tommy McCar-
thy, a Woburn heavyweight, for a 
purse of $700, with a $1,000 side 
bet, on a 13th round knockout after 
McCarthy had been heavily fa-
vored and Cattanach was still be-
lieved by pundits of the sport to 
be “no fighter.”  On January 11, 
1894, the Globe recounted that 
Cattanach had beaten Jimmy 
Doherty of Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts, in 10 rounds at the 
Metropole Club using four-ounce 
gloves.  Cattanach weighed in for 
the bout at 177, down more than 
10 pounds from his baseball play-
ing weight, and Doherty at 168.  
Doherty, the more experienced 
fighter, had made the mistake of 
trying to “mix it up” with the 
heavier Cattanach but was una-
ware that Cattanach in recent 
months had learned to use his left 
hand and was kayoed in the 10th 
round.  
     Cattanach’s bubble that he was 
steadily emerging as a contender, 
perhaps even for the heavyweight 
crown, burst according to the Au-
gust 18, 1894, Washington Post 
the night before at the Coney Is-
land Athletic Club.  In the main 
event at that venue, Cattanach had 
agreed to fight Australian heavy-
weight Steve O’Donnell for a 
$2,500 purse, with the loser to 
receive $500, but the Post related 

(Continued on page 7) 

Jim” Dolan but first agreed to 
test himself against “colored 
middleweight” Ed Binney.  The 
Boston Globe, the Hub’s best 
source on the doings of North-

eastern fighters, reported that 
Binney blasted Cattanach all 
over the arena and “showed that 
he was no boxer and, above all, 
that his heart was not in the right 
place.”   
     But the Globe’s dismissal of 
Cattanach’s stomach for boxing 
was premature.  The following 
August 1, Cattanach finally 
signed to fight Dolan, a heavy-
weight many pounds his superi-
or, for a $700 purse in three 
weeks’ time at the Metropole 
Club in Providence. On August 
26 the Globe declared the fight 

“Chrysanthemum” Joe Choynski  

Member of International Boxing 

Hall of Fame 
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that Cattanach’s trainer Jimmy 
Carroll had “thrown in the 
sponge” after his charge had ab-
sorbed too fearful a beating in 
the 4th round.  According to the 
June 4, 1895, Chicago Tribune, 
the ring dream ended completely 
for Cattanach on June 3 in a 
scheduled 10-rounder at Balti-
more’s Front Street Theater 
against his one-time mentor Joe 
Choynski when Choynski 
knocked him out in the 2nd 
round with “a seeming love 
tap.” 
     Meanwhile Cattanach contin-
ued to wrestle for money as well 
as box but with less and less 
success. One of his last wres-
tling ventures came in Decem-
ber 1896 when he entered an 
international tournament at Bos-
ton’s Austin and Stone’s Theater 
but was defeated on the 21st of 
that month by England’s Rich-

(Continued from page 6) 
 

THE GREATEST ALL-AROUND ATHLETE (cont.) 

ard Wylie 5-4 in the best of nine 
falls.   
      Later in the decade Catta-
nach returned to the ring when 
he could no longer make money 
at his other athletic pursuits and 
gradually achieved a modicum 
of success even though he was 
now in his late thirties.   He stub-
bornly refused to abandon the 
fight game until January 1904 
when he was arrested with 
Choynski after acting as his sec-
ond in a match against Kid 
Carter at the Criterion Athletic 
Club in Boston and both men 
were charged with a felony ra-
ther than the expected misde-
meanor for “engaging in a prize 
fight,” which was at that point in 
time illegal in Boston.  Choynski 
vowed to quit the ring after the 
incident and Cattanach, now 
over forty, was nearing the end 
of his active athletic days in any 
event.   

     He died alone in a Providence 
rooming house on Fountain Street 
on November 10, 1926, at age 63 
of stomach and liver cancer.  He 
was working at the time as a 
chemist at a local drug store.  Cat-
tanach never married and was sur-
vived by his mother and his sister 
Mary. He is buried in Oak Grove 
Cemetery in Pawtucket. 
     While it is still unknown 
whether Cattanach was a left-
hander or a right-hander, it is dif-
ficult to imagine that he could 
have excelled at so many different 
sports that required arm strength 
and rapid eye-hand coordination 
without there ever being mention 
if he was a southpaw.  But the real 
tipoff that Cattanach was a righty 
may be the Boston Globe’s obser-
vation that he had just started to 
learn to use his left hand prior to 
his fight with Doherty. 

The American Base-Ball 

Players in England, Match be-

tween the Red Stockings and 

the Athletics, Prince’s 

Ground.  

 

Published in Harper’s Weekly. 

Full page handcolored wood en-

graving, Sept. 12, 1874  
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Baseball’s Forgotten Footnote: Bill Lennon   

                                     by Jeff Anderson 

K 
nown in baseball history 
for being the first player 
to score in a professional 
league game in May 

1871 as a member of the Ft. Wayne 
Kekiongas, William H. “Bill” Len-
non was born January 3, 1845 in 
Brooklyn, NY to Irish immigrant 
parents. He played twenty-eight 
games in professional baseball from 
1871-1873 as a member of the Na-
tional Association of Professional 
Base Ball Players and recorded 
twenty-six hits, thirteen RBIs, and 
batted .215. Lennon also umpired 
fifteen games in the NA be-
tween 1871 and 1874. In addition to 
his brief professional career, Len-
non had an extensive career as an 
amateur during the 1860s, during 
which time he was often an umpire 
as well. It should be noted that Len-
non’s “professional” career refers to 
the time he spent in the National 
Association of Professional Base 
Ball Players and not the years in 
which he likely received some form 
of compensation while playing in 
the “amateur” National Association 
of Base Ball Players. 
      Lennon was the third of ten chil-
dren, five boys and five girls. Eldest 
brother, Thomas Arthur Lennon, 
was killed at the Battle of Oak 
Grove (the opening engagement of 
the Seven Days Battles in Virginia) 
June 25, 1862 while serving as a 
private in the 87th New York Infan-
try Regiment, Company H. He was 
posthumously promoted to corporal 
five days later. Lennon learned the 
game in Brooklyn at a time in 
which baseball historian Tom Gil-
bert described the city as “suffering 
from a kind of mass baseball insani-
ty.” In early accounts Lennon 

played left and right field for the 
Stars of Brooklyn in 1863, a team 
he played for until 1865. The 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle detailed a 
June 19, 1863 match between the 
Star Club and the Athletic Club 
of Philadelphia in which Lennon 

played first base, the latter win-
ning by a score of 37-17. As a 
member of the Stars nine in July 
1864, The Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
observed Lennon was a fine se-
lection for first base and the team 
was “an excellent nine, and could 
not be well improved upon.” The 
Brooklyn Union expressed empa-
thy for Lennon in an August 4, 
1864 Stars defeat to the Atlantic 
Club of Brooklyn. The paper de-
clared the blame for the runs 
against the Stars could be at-
tributed to “the very loose and 

wild fielding of the Star nine, es-
pecially to the first base, Lennon 
not having two out of a dozen 
balls properly fielded to him.”  
During 1865 Lennon was affiliat-
ed with the Enterprise Club of 
Brooklyn and umpired a number 
of games as well. In addition to 
baseball, Lennon worked as a 
New York State census enumera-
tor in 1865. 
     Lennon was affiliated with the 
Excelsior, Mohawk, and Franklin 
Clubs during 1866 - 1867. Dur-
ing a July 18, 1867 game be-
tween Franklin and the Adriatic 
junior clubs, Lennon’s catching 
was excellent, though not on par 
with his standard performance 
due to a severe headache. In a 
July 1867 game between the 
Franklin and Oriental, with the 
former winning 31-10, Lennon’s 
throwing “to the bases was fine 
in every instance,” as described 
by the Brooklyn Daily Eagle.   
 During an August 1867 match 
between the Atlantic nine and a 
picked nine from several ball 
clubs, Lennon, a member of the 
Excelsior Club, was the chosen 
catcher. During the bottom of the 
second, Lennon made a “fine foul 
catch,” and recorded three hits in 
a 24-11 victory over the Atlan-
tics. 
      During a September 1867 
game at the Carroll Park 
Grounds, Lennon and the Frank-
lins defeated the Frontier Club 76
-25. Lennon scored eleven runs, 
more than any player on either 
team. In an exhibition game the 
same month, Lennon caught for 
the Americus Hose Co. 7 in their 

(Continued on page 9) 

Bill Lennon 



victory against nine fielded by 
the Brooklyn Engine Co. 77. 
He totaled for eight hits, includ-
ing two home runs. The Brook-
lyn Daily Union highlighted, 
“The Americus boys went in on 
their muscle, and scattered the 
grasshoppers with daisy cutters 
in the highest style of the art.” 
On August 1, 1868, Lennon and 
the Mohawk Club took on the 
Atlantic Club at the Capitoline 
Grounds. The Mohawk’s bat-
ting proved too much, driving 
in thirteen runs to the Atlantic’s 
one run during the seventh and 
eighth innings. Lennon had six 
hits in the 27-15 Mohawk vic-
tory.  
      Prior to the establishment of 
the NA in 1871, teams often 
had a mix of professionals and 
amateurs on the same nine, the 
more skilled positions of pitch-
er and catcher often being the 
paid professionals on these 
mixed teams. By the end of the 
1860s, Lennon had left Brook-
lyn to pursue baseball in Chica-
go with the Excelsiors Club. 
The Chicago team began re-
cruiting professional players 
during this period, “offering 
high-paying jobs during the 
week in return for their skill 
and diligence on the ball field.”     
     Although Lennon was likely 
being compensated by Brook-
lyn clubs, the deal offered by 
Chicago (800 miles from 
Brooklyn) must have been of 
great value to him. As baseball 
historian James L. Terry ob-
served, “Hometown heroes 
were rapidly becoming a dying 

(Continued from page 8) 
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breed,” and Brooklyn players “could 
be found on the rosters of clubs all 
over the country,” including Lennon. 
Professional players, travel, and other 
organizational expenses led to the de-
mise of the Excelsiors, and by 1869 
Lennon was playing for the Mary-
lands of Baltimore.  
      During a July 1870 road trip with 
the Maryland Club, the team’s talent 
was noticed by Ft. Wayne Kekiongas’ 
management. After the Marylands had 
to end the trip early due to a lack of 
funds, Ft. Wayne tracked down the 
Marylands and made an offer for 
pitcher Bobby Matthews and second 
baseman Tom Carey. Then offers 
came in for Lennon, first baseman 
Tom Forker, and third baseman Frank 
Sellman. The Maryland Club eventu-
ally folded, and from it Ft. Wayne had 
the foundation of a professional nine. 
The new players would begin opera-
tions with the Kekiongas on April 1, 
1871.  
     At the annual NABBP convention 
in March 1871, those representing the 
amateur teams, angered over their ina-
bility to compete with the profession-
als, walked out.  The remaining teams, 
professionals, established the National 
Association of Professional Base Ball 
Players for the 1871 season. The fee 
to join was $10 per club, and that 
evening eight of the ten that remained 
paid the dues. By the beginning of the 
1871 season, one more team was add-
ed to the newly formed professional 
league, the Ft. Wayne Kekiongas.   
      Opening day for the NA was May 
4, 1871, and the first game would be 
in Ft. Wayne between the Kekiongas 
and the Forest Citys of Cleveland. It 
was a cloudy, 56-degree day. Umpire 
J.L. Boarke of Cincinnati’s Live Oaks 
Club tossed catcher Lennon the ball, 

who then threw it the regula-
tion forty-five feet to pitcher 
Bobby Matthews.     
     Nineteen and a Baltimore 
native right hander, Matthews 
has been credited as one of 
the first pitchers to deliver a 
spitball, was one of the first 
to master the curveball, and 
accumulated 297 wins during 
his professional career. 
      The Forest Citys batted 
first. Future Baseball Hall of 
Fame member James 
“Deacon” White led off with 
a double, and was followed 
up by Gene Kimball’s line 
drive to Tom Carey for an 
unassisted double play. The 
Kekiongas failed to score in 
the bottom of the first and left 
one man on base. In the top of 
the second, Forest Citys’ Art 
Allison struck out, but Len-
non dropped the third pitch, 
and he was able to take first. 
Allison then stole second, but 
the Cleveland Club was not 
able to capitalize and left him 
on base. Lennon led off the 
bottom of the inning with a 
double. With the next two 
batters unable to get on base, 
James McDermott drove Len-
non home with a single, 
marking the first run to be 
scored in an all-professional 
baseball league. The Kekion-
gas ended the inning with one 
run, two hits, and one man 
left on base. The pace re-
mained unchanged until Len-
non and the Kekiongas came 
up to bat in the bottom of the 
fifth. Frank Sellman grounded 

(Continued on page 10) 

Baseball’s Forgotten Footnote (cont.) 



out to Jim Carleton at first, allow-
ing Bill Kelly to score, giving the 
Kekiongas a 2-0 lead, which would 
be the final score. It is worth noting 
that in the top of the seventh Cleve-
land’s Allison attempted to steal 
second as he did earlier in the 
game. This time, however, Lennon 
was able to catch Allison with a 
throw to second baseman Tom Car-
ey. Overall, the game was unchar-
acteristically low scoring. Matthews 
gave up four hits, as did Cleve-
land’s pitcher Albert Pratt. Mat-
thews, however, recorded six strike 
outs, while Pratt was not able to put 
up any of his own. Cleveland was 
errorless, while Ft. Wayne commit-
ted three. The Chicago Tribune de-
scribed this match as “the finest 
game on record in this country.” 
The remainder of the Kekiongas 
season would not go as well as this 
historic game. The team would not 
make it to the end of the season and 
would end their run mired in con-
troversy.  
      In a May 13, 1871 game against 
the White Stockings of Chicago, 
Lennon attempted to catch a foul 
ball hit by Foley only to miss the 
opportunity due to a group of small 
boys that got in his way. The White 
Stockings were, as the Ft. Wayne 
Gazette recounted, “well built men, 
spry as cats.” Although Lennon was 
able to throw out Chicago’s 
McAtee as he tried stealing third in 
the top of the first, the catcher let 
three balls pass him during the 
game, and the Kekiongas lost 14-5. 
The following month, in the first 
meeting between Ft. Wayne and the 
Mutuals Club of New York, Mat-
thews’ pitching was “simply im-
mense,” the Ft. Wayne Daily Ga-
zette boasted, and Lennon’s catch-

(Continued from page 9) ing was “wonderful” with “not a 
ball or point escaping either of 
them.” Lennon and his team-
mates were victorious that day by 
a score of 5-3.  
      While Lennon was in Cleve-
land umpiring a game between 
the Forest Citys and the Philadel-
phia Athletics on July 23, 1871 
the Kekiongas discharged Ed 
Mincher (Lennon’s future brother

-in-law) and Pete Donnelly, 
claiming the players violated 
their contracts when they left the 
club without warning or permis-
sion and that the two men were 
also in arrearages with the organ-
ization. Mincher and Donnelly 
denied the accusations, claiming 

the team actually owed them 
money. Two days later, the or-
ganization leveled four charges 
against Lennon. The first claim 
was that Lennon abandoned the 
team during a game with the At-
lantics on July 23. The second 
was that Lennon “violated all 
rules of decency” on June 24 
while at the Hotel Earle in New 
York, and that he “refused to 
obey orders” leveled by the 
team’s directors.     
     The third allegation stated 
Lennon “violated all obligations 
and rules of said club,” refused to 
practice, and was believed to be 
“in public under the influence of 
intoxicating liquors.” The final 
indictment accused Lennon of 
not notifying the team when he 
left to umpire the July 23 game in 
Cleveland. Lennon denied all 
charges in a response printed by 
the Chicago Tribune, noting he 
had missed games due to an in-
jured hand. The Chicago Tribune 
defended Lennon, blasting the Ft. 
Wayne front office, labeling 
them as cheap and mean spirited. 
Evidence of Lennon having a 
problem with the bottle has never 
surfaced in public record. 
      As for Lennon’s claim that he 
was injured, this was a common 
element of his career and for that 
of most 19th century catchers. 
The Brooklyn Daily Union noted 
Lennon had an injured hand in 
June 1868, and during a May 
1871 match, “Lennon had a very 
sore hand, and in the first inning 
had a finger knocked out of joint: 
but he played the game out.” The 
New York Herald described Len-
non’s hand as being in a 
“crippled condition” in early July 

(Continued on page 11) 
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1871 Fort Wayne Kekiongas- 

Bill Lennon is middle figure in 

bottom row 



 

1871, and in a match the 
same month against the Eck-
ford Club, Lennon was not 
able to play and chose in-
stead to umpire the game. His 
run with the Kekiongas was 
over, and during his time 
with the team, he played 
twelve games and recorded 
eleven hits, five RBIs, and 
batted .229. Lennon also 
managed the 1871 Kekion-
gas for fourteen of their nine-
teen games and tallied five 
wins nine losses. At the end 
of August, the Kekiongas 
disbanded amid financial 
troubles. 
      By late summer 1871, 
Lennon was catching for the 
Olympics of Baltimore when 
the Pastimes of Baltimore 
reorganized under business 
manager Albert H. Hender-
son, and he quickly signed 
Lennon, Mincher and Sell-
man. Henderson also added 
Bill Stearns and George Hall 
from the Washington Olym-
pics. Mathews, who had 
started and completed all the 
Kekiongas’ nineteen games, 
joined the Pastimes with Car-
ey and first baseman Jim 
Foran. The men played out 
the season in and around Bal-
timore. In 1872 Lennon and 
Tom Carey were listed as 
substitutes for the Pastimes, 
now calling themselves the 
Lord Baltimores (the Lord 
Baltimores and Baltimore 
Canaries were the same club 
and were sometimes called 
the Yellow Stockings, as 
well, due to the coloring of 
their mustard pants and yel-

(Continued from page 10) low and black argyle stockings) 
were now an NA club. Lennon was 
a Baltimore substitute until at least 
April 2, however, by April 13 he 
was listed as a member of the Na-
tionals of Washington. It was also 
during 1872 that Lennon married 
Susan Eschbach of Baltimore. 
Born in 1856, she was the daughter 
of John Eschbach, owner of a Bal-
timore paving company, and Re-
becca Eschbach (née Rigdon).  
 A winless team in 1872, little 
seems to have been captured in the 
press about the Nationals during 
their first and only season. Lennon 
played eleven games for the Na-
tionals in 1872. He batted for .204, 
and recorded eleven hits and six 
RBIs. He was in the lineup as 
catcher in all eleven games, during 
which the Nationals would allow 
190 runs and score 80. The Nation-
als took on the Forest Citys of 
Cleveland in May 1872. Bill 
Stearns pitched for the Nationals in 
the 13-10 loss. During a game in 
June 1872 against the Athletics in 
Philadelphia, the Nationals lost 13-
2 with neither of their runs earned. 
Among Lennon’s opponents that 
day was future Baseball Hall of 
Fame member Cap Anson.  
      By the 1873 season, Lennon 
had landed a spot on the Marylands 
of Baltimore, although he would 
only play one of his five games 
with the Baltimore team as catcher 
(he also played first and third base 
during these games). During the 
1873 season, Lennon recorded four 
hits, two RBIs, and batted .211. 
The Marylands were never compet-
itive in their short-lived 1873 sea-
son, taking a hiatus after losing 
back-to-back games to the Wash-
ington Blue Legs on April 14 and 
15. The Marylands reappeared on 

May 14 to play their hometown 
rival, the Baltimore Canaries, los-
ing 26-5. Taking a break once 
again, this time for nearly six 
weeks, the Marylands resurfaced 
to play the Canaries on June 27 
(losing 20-0) and losing again to 
the Canaries three days later by a 
score of 35-1. The Marylands last-
ed just six games in the 1873 sea-
son, giving up 152 runs and scor-
ing just 26. The 1873 season 
would be Lennon’s last as a pro-
fessional, and likely as an ama-
teur, as well (it has been said that 
he played amateur ball after 
1873). 
      Following the 1873 NA sea-
son, through at least 1900, Len-
non was primarily employed as a 
clerk. His wife Susana passed 
away in Philadelphia in April 
1884, leaving Lennon with three 
young daughters. On August 19, 
1910 at 2:10am, Lennon died of a 
stroke at the home of his daughter 
Catherine and her husband Arthur 
Betteridge at 207 Daley Street in 
South Philadelphia. He had been 
living there for approximately six 
weeks and was employed as a 
watchman. Lennon was 65. Fu-
neral services for Lennon were 
held in the heart of South Phila-
delphia at Murphy’s Funeral 
Home at 3rd and Wolfe Streets (it 
is still there today). His great 
granddaughter would be laid out 
at the same location some 80 
years later. Lennon was buried on 
August 23, 1910 at Holy Cross 
Cemetery in Yeadon, PA. 
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News & Notes 

-1882 was the year of the Nation-
al League came up the brilliant 
idea to color code uniforms by 
position. Every left fielder had 
the same design and each first 
baseman was in a style unique for 
their position. The experiment 
did not last long but it is an inter-
esting story. Committee member 
Craig Brown has researched to 
event and posted on his website 
Threads of the Game. You can 
find it at 
https://www.threadsofourgame.co
m/1882-color-coding-system/ 

-The Origins Committee has is-
sued another first-class Newslet-
ter. It is chocked full of early 
baseball items including a refer-
ence to author Nathaniel Haw-
thorne injuring himself “while 
playing with a bat and ball.”  
Here’s the link: 
///C:/Users/Owner/Dropbox/My
%20PC%20(DESKTOP-
6P527JD)/Downloads/SABR-
Origins_Cmte-newsletter-2022-
06.pdf 

-At our Nineteenth Century Com-
mittee's Annual Business Meet-
ing at SABR 50 in Baltimore last 
month, several Project Commit-
tee Chairs gave updates on their 
committees' work.    
 
-Sam Gazdziak, chair of the 
19CBB Grave Marker Project 
reported the pending dedication 
of a marker for Bobby Matthews 
at New Cathedral Cemetery in 
Baltimore. Supply-chain delays 
has held up receipt of the stone. 
He will announce the dedication 
when it is received. You can 
reach Sam at samgazdzi-
ak@gmail.com. 
Sam also noted that the 19th Cen-

tury Committee assisted the San 
Diego chapter in their placement 
of a marker at the grave of Hick 
Carpenter at Mount Hope Cem-
etery in San Diego.  
 
-Bob Lemoine, head of the 
Orem Citation Project reported 
that several years of citations 
from Orem’s “Baseball From 
Newspaper Accounts” have 
been located by his band of re-
searchers but there are still more 
to be located. If you have any 
interest in   adding to their trove 
of  items contact Bob at,    
librarybobl@gmail.com.  
Orem’s Supplements note that 
he drew his material from news-
papers but there are no footnotes 
or dates or specific newspapers 
referenced in his ten supple-
ments to the original work that 
covered the 1845-1881 period. 
This project covers the period of 
1881 to 1891 from material 
Orem published in the 1970s. 
 
-Dick Cramer announced that he 
had been working on a project 
to get boxscored and play-by-
play data entered into the Retro-
Sheet database. Currently Retro-
sheet only has a team log of 
games by each team with the 
date, opponents and score of the 
game. Dick has completed sev-
eral seasons in the 1890 and is 
working with Retrosheet to for-
mat the data for inclusion at the 
site.  
     He is continuing work to fill 
in more seasons and volunteers 
can contact Dick at  
rdcramer3@gmail.com. 
  
-Our final note on the Annual 
Meeting comes from Bruce Al-
lardice, who edits the Origins 

Committee Newsletter (see  earli-
er News & Notes item). He dis-
tributed a flyer entitled “Welcome 
to Protoball” 
(www.protoball.org). 
 Protoball.org is the go-to source 
for information about preprofes-
sional games of the 19th Century 
and information on the spread of 
the game in the 19th Century. It’s 
fun just to poke around the site 
and see the entries and essays 
posted about the early game. 
Bruce spoke of the site as both a 
resource and a place to deposit 
additional research findings. You 
can contact Bruce at: 
bsa1861@att.net.  

-Any Nineteenth Century Com-
mittee member is encouraged to 
contact any of the persons listed 
above (email addresses provided) 
if they are interested in contrib-
uting to their respective projects, 
or desire any additional infor-
mation about the projects. 
  
-While you are doing 19th-
century baseball research we all 
often stumble across a bit of in-
formation of interest outside the 
scope of our research. Craig 
Brown of the previously mention 
Threads of Our Game asks that 
you keep an eye out for descrip-
tions or even images of 19th cen-
tury baseball uniforms (major or 
minor league).  You can send any 
references about uniforms to 
Craig at: threadsofourgame.com  

-The next page displays some 
photographs from the Annual 
Meeting in Baltimore. Thanks to 
Dixie Tourangeau for providing 
the photos.  
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Co-Chair Peter Mancuso Opens  

Annual Meeting 

Tom Zocco Announce Fleet Walker as 19thC 

Overlooked Legend 

Sam Gazdziak Reports in Grave Marker Project 

While an Old Man Stands in the Corner 

We are an Active Committee.  

Standing Room Only in Baltimore 

Bob LeMoine Presents Orem Citation Project Co-Chair Award Winner Dixie Tourangeau with 

Commemorative Bat 



 Southern New England 19cBB Interdisciplinary Symposium 
Saturday, November 12, 2022 

Rhode Island College and the RIC Department of History, Providence, RI 
110 Alger Hall (Multi Purpose Room)  

 

 

Program & Schedule 

9:00 – 10:00AM           REGISTRANT SIGN-IN/ CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 

10:00 – 10:15 AM        INTRODUCTION 

10:15 – 10:55 AM        WELCOMING ADDRESS / SPECIAL PRESENTATION 

                                      Ed Achorn – Author, Fifty-Nine in ’84: Old Hoss Radbourn, Barehanded  

                                     Baseball and the Greatest Season a Pitcher Ever Had 

10:55 – 11:15 AM        BREAK AND MORNING REFRESHMENTS 

11:15 – 11:45 AM         RESEARCH PRESENTATION 1 

                                      Robert Cvornyek – (Prof. Emeritus of History, RIC)  

                                     “Black Baseball in 19th Century Rhode Island” 

11:45AM - 12:15PM     RESEARCH PRESENTATION 2 

                                      Howard Chudacoff - (Prof. American History, Brown University)  

                                      “Brown University Baseball in the 19th Century” 

12:15 – 12:25PM          BREAK 

12:25 – 1:05PM            KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

                                      Morgan Grefe, Executive Director, Rhode Island Historical Society 

1:05 – 2:05PM               BUFFET LUNCHEON 

2:05 – 3:05PM               INTERDISCIPLINARY TALK 

                                       Elizabeth Williams, PhD, (RISD Museum, Curator of Decorative Arts & Design)   

                                      “Gorham Silver: Winning Designs for the Victors” 

3:05 – 3:15PM               BREAK 

3:15 – 3:45PM               RESEARCH PRESENTATION 3  

                                       Lauren Tuiskula, (Content Manager, The GIST Sports)  

                                      “Frank Bancroft and the Baseball Legacy of the Blackstone Valley” 

3:45 – 4:15PM               BREAK AND AFTERNOON REFRESHMENTS 

4:15 – 4:45PM               RESEARCH PRESENTATION 4 

                                       Rick Harris, “19th Century Rhode Island Ballparks” 

4:45 – 5:00pm                Closing Comments 



Southern New England 19cBB Interdisciplinary Symposium 

Rhode Island College (RIC) Providence, RI 

Speakers 
Welcoming Address/Special Presentation– Edward Achorn author of two critically acclaimed 
books of baseball history– The Summer of the Beer and Whiskey League and Fifty-Nine in ‘84. 
His new worked is the celebrated Every Drop of Blood: The Momentous Second Inauguration 
of Abraham Lincoln. He is a Pultizer Prize finalist and recipient of the Yankee Quill Award for 
lifetime achievement in journalism. 

 

Robert Cvornyek is an assistant teaching professor at Florida State University Panama City and 
former chair of the History Department at Rhode Island College where he specialized in sport 
history.  He has written extensively on the intersection of race, sports, and cultural expression. 

 

Howard Chudacoff is the George L. Littlefield Professor of American History and Professor of 
Urban Studies at Brown University. His recent interests focus on relationships between sports 
and cultural aspects such as race and gender, as well as intercollegiate athletics. In 2015 he pub-
lished Changing the Playbook: How Power, Profit, and Politics Transformed College Sports. 

 

The Symposium Keynote Address will be delivered by C. Morgan Grefe, Executive Director of 
the Rhode Island Historical Society. Her work as a historian focuses on U.S. social, cultural and 
public history, with special attention on R.I. She holds a Ph.D. in American Civilization from 
Brown and a B.A. and M.A. from the University of Pennsylvania. 

 

 

Elizabeth A. Williams is the David & Peggy Rockefeller Curator of Decorative Arts at the Rhode 
Island School of Design. Prior to coming to RISD she served as Assistant Curator of Decorative 
Arts at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art and the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art in Kansas 
City. 

 

Lauren Tuiskula is the Content Manager for The GIST Sports, an on-line sports information site. 
She is a graduate of Amherst College where she was a member of the varsity softball team. Lau-

ren has been a featured presenter at the Frederick Ivor-Campbell 19th Century Base Ball 

Conference at the HOF in Cooperstown, NY and has published work on MiLB.com. 

 

Rick is the author of Rhode Island Baseball: the Early Years (2008), Brown University Baseball: 
A Legacy of the Game (2012), Newport Baseball  (2014) and four self-published books on base-
ball. He has presented at numerous baseball research conferences, provided countless public talks, 
written many articles and made several appearances on local television news shows. He also has 
to his credit an appearance as a historic baseball expert in the documentary film by David Betten-
court, You must Be this Tall: the Story of Rocky Point.   



 

Southern New England 19cBB Interdisciplinary Symposium Details 

                                Rhode Island College and the RIC Department of History,Southern 
New England/ Start – Lajoie Chapter, Society for American Baseball Research and the 
Nineteenth Century Research Committee of SABR present:“SNE (Southern New Eng-

land) 19th Century Baseball Interdisciplinary Symposium” 
 

DETAILS:  Saturday, November 12, 2022 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Rhode Island College, 600 Mt. Pleasant Ave., Providence, RI 02908, 

110 Alger Hall, on RIC Campus 

 

How to Register for the SNE 19cBB Interdisciplinary Symposium: Please, see the direc-
tions provided below that will supply you with the on-line link to the SABR site that allows all 
SABR members and up to two (2) of their guests to register for this Symposium.  The registra-
tion fee is $45.00 per-person (on-line and credit card only) which includes: continental break-
fast, buffet lunch and AM &PM refreshments. There is a limit of eighty registrant spaces for 
this event so, please, register at your earliest convenience. Please, register before Nov. 2, 2022 
or until there is a “Registration Closed” announcement. 

Directions and Arrival Information:  Please, arrive before or as close to 9:00 a.m. as possi-
ble at 110 Alger Hall (Multi Purpose Room) for our hour-long Pre-Registrant Check-in and 
Continental Breakfast. Our Continental Breakfast Buffet will remain open until our 10:00 a.m. 
program start. 

Visit this link for directions to Campus and to secure a parking permit at 600 Mt. Pleasant 
Ave.( Main Gate) and a Campus Map showing Alger Hall (Building 19 and Parking Lot C), the 
Symposium venue. 

https://w3.ric.edu/sherlockcenter/directions/ric_facultycenterlotkl.pdf 

The City/Region Specific 19cBB Interdisciplinary Symposium Series has completed five 
previous Symposiums since 2014 (NYC, Phila, Cleveland, Minnesota and Brooklyn, NY) with 
the SNE Symposium being the sixth in the series.  We have included this event’s Program & 
Schedule and Speakers and Presenters Profiles on adjoining pages and are excited to work 
with both Rhode Island College’s Department of History and the SNE Chapter 
(Providence, RI) of SABR to bring about this event.  Please, see the “How to Register” in-
structions below. 

HOW TO REGISTER (ON-LINE ONLY) for the SNE 19cBB Interdisciplinary Symposi-
um: 

A specific link to the SABR website has been created and dedicated to register yourself 
and up to two (2) additional non-SABR guests for the Saturday, November 12, 2022, 
“SNE 19cBB Interdisciplinary Symposium,” to be held at Rhode Island College in Provi-
dence, RI.  You have until Nov. 2, 2022 to Register unless you see a Registration Closed 
message beforehand, limit 80 registrants. Here is the link to Register for a fee of $45.00 
per person (have your credit card ready). 

The SABR Link to Register: https://profile.sabr.org/events/register.aspx?id=1647830 

https://w3.ric.edu/sherlockcenter/directions/ric_facultycenterlotkl.pdf
https://profile.sabr.org/events/register.aspx?id=1647830

