
SPRING FLINGS 
 

The Official Newsletter of the Spring Training Committee  
of 

The Society of the American Baseball Research 
Volume #5, Issue #2 

December 2006 
Kevin M Saldana  

sabrkev@gmail.com  
Committee Chairman and Newsletter Editor 

 
 

Spring Training News 
 
     Rumors of movement among the Major League Clubs and their respective Spring 
Training camps are always a fact of life in our little corner of the world. Some of these so 
called rumors are appearing to be very close to moving from the rumor stage to becoming 
facts for us to document. 
 
    The Los Angeles Dodgers, a West Coast based team for the last 48 seasons, may 
finally be ready to move their Spring Training camp to Arizona and the Cactus League to 
train with the rest of the Pacific and Mountain time zone teams. The Dodgers now have a 
tentative agreement with the City of Glendale, Arizona for a new training facility to be 
opened in the Spring of 2008 or 2009.  
 
    Possibly joining the Dodgers in the agreement with the West Valley City are the 
Chicago White Sox. The Windy City Southsiders and their farm clubs have trained at 
Tucson Electric Park since moving their training camp from Sarasota, Florida in 1998. 
The club has indicated a desire to find an early out from their agreement with the City of 
Tucson where they are currently bound through spring of 2013. 
 
     Meanwhile, the Cleveland Indians, who have trained at Chain O’Lakes Park in Winter 
Haven, Florida since 1993 are trying to move back their Spring Training Camp back to 
the Grand Canyon State. The Tribe have reached a tentative agreement with the City of 
Goodyear, Arizona for a new facility, pending approval of a public financing package.  
 
    In that Major League Baseball requires teams moving between states to do so in pairs, 
the scenario that I speculate the most likely scenario to be that the White Sox will stay 
put and the Dodgers and Indians will move west to Glendale, Arizona, but it’s really too 
soon to know.  It seems the folks in Arizona prefer new facilities to house two teams each 
like the stadiums now at Peoria and Surprise.  
 
    Stayed tuned to this station as well as to http://www.springtrainingonline.com/ for 
further news on this front and other possibilities yet to develop.  We now return you to 
your regular newsletter reading.        
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Committee Calendar 
 
      The 14th Annual Spring Training Conference on the Historical and Sociological Impact of 
Baseball will be held on March 15-18, 2007 at the Clarion Hotel, Tucson Airport in Tucson, 
Arizona. For more information contact Bill Kirwin at BKirwin@UAlberta.ca
 
    The next SABR national convention has been set for July 26-29, 2007 in Saint Louis, Missouri. 
The date and time for our committee meeting will announced at a later time, most likely we will 
get one of the 30 minute time slots.  
 

Committee Announcements 
 
     All committee members are reminded that we have a discussion list on the internet. It is on 
Yahoo Groups and can be found at the SABR.org page. Although it is not required to be on the 
list to be a committee member, it is required that all list members be SABR members. I would 
like to see feedback on the newsletter on the list.  To join, simply send an email to SABRspring-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com.  
 
     Our committee is rapidly approaching our fifth anniversary, I am hoping that I can get one or 
two vice-chairs and a newsletter editor (there are perks!!) to help us make better progress toward 
reaching our committee goals. I realize that most committee members are like me and very busy 
with their lives. I myself work 50-60 hours a week in my regular job and still have time for my 
five children as well as the committee.      
 
    Kevin Johnson is in the homestretch of updating and reformatting the Spring Training Sites list 
making the information in the 60+ page document available as a relational database sortable by 
major and minor league ballclub, organization, city, state and year. Look for this to be posted to 
the SABR.org website before Opening Day 2007 (hopefully in time for the first day that Pitchers 
and Catchers Report!) 
  
   The Rogers Hornsby Chapter (Central Texas/Austin/San Antonio) is about to begin work on a 
project to place historical markers at all the sites where MLB teams have trained in Texas. I know 
we have a number of committee members in Texas, the rest of us need to support their efforts as 
much as we can. They will need our help identifying the individual ballparks. 
 
      One of the projects that I would like to see get a lot more help, is our Spring Training Player 
Inventory. We are currently trying to identify the non-roster players who never made it to the 
regular season with the big club. A Baseball Encyclopedia and a media guide is all you need to 
help on this project. If you would like to help, please contact me. 
 
     What do you mean you do not have a media guide and do not know where to get one? You 
may need to get a list from SABR member Bobby Plapinger of media guides that he currently has 
for sale, let him know that I sent you. His email address is baseballbooks@opendoor.com. He 
also has many other great books for sale.     
 
       The next issue of Spring Flings is scheduled for release about June 1, 2007. Please have any 
items for the newsletter in by June 25.  
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