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THE CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
by John McMurray

Curated to explore how baseball grew, expanded, 
and has endured, the Baseball Americana exhibit 
currently  on display  at the Library  of Congress 
necessarily  focuses on  baseball’s origins and 
roots. The exhibition has garnered a great deal of 
publicity  for the first display  in  a  major 
exhibition of the 1857  “Laws of Baseball,” the 
sport’s formative document. The many  Deadball 
Era items included also merit attention.
The exhibition includes a  diverse range of items 
from the early  century. A catcher’s mask used by 
Charles Arnold between 1905 and 1914, when he 
was a student at  Phillips Academy  and at Yale,  is 
in  the first display  case, representing a step 
forward in  protective padding. It is adjacent to 
Frankie Frisch’s Spalding shoes with  metal 
spikes from 1919, which the museum  label notes 
could be used “to vicious effect”  by  sliding 
runners on middle infielders.  A  wall-sized image 
of Myrtle Row, who played first base in 
approximately  1910 with the Antler Athletic Club 
of New Kensington, shows her in a batting pose.
There is some Deadball Era  presence in most 
display  cases. A replica  ticket for Game 3  of the 
1903  World Series includes the spelling 

TALKING BASEBALL RESEARCH 
WITH HERM KRABBENHOFT

Since February  2015, The Inside Game has had 
the privilege of publishing Herm Krabbenhoft's 
record-revising research into the accuracy  of 
Deadball Era statistics. But Herm's work on stats 
long predates his association with the newsletter, 
and is recognized throughout the baseball 
research  community  for  its thoroughness, 
reliability, and scrupulous attention to detail. 
Modern authorities, including Elias, the official 
keeper  of MLB records, have often revised their 
statistics to incorporate the latest Krabbenhoft 
findings. Recently, Herm  responded to questions 
about his life and work posed by  newsletter 
editor Bill Lamb.
Bill: Herm, thanks for agreeing to the interview. 
Why don't we start with a thumbnail self-
portrait.
Herm: Born in Detroit, on July  15, 1945, the 
same day  that the Tigers Zeb Eaton slugged a 
pinch-hit grand slam homer  against  the Yankees. 
Fittingly, Detroit also won the World Series that 
year  — Attended Wayne State University  (BS 
Chemistry, 1970), the University  of Michigan 
(PhD Organic Chemistry, 1974), and was a 
National Institutes of Health  Post-Doctoral 
Research  Award Fellow at  the University  of 

continued on page 30
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California (Berkeley),  1974-1976 — Retired 
research chemist; worked for General Electric for 
25+ years,  mostly  at their  Corporate Research  & 
Development Center in Schenectady,  NY, 
primarily  in  the areas of synthetic organic and 
polymer chemistry  — First  game: May  20, 1956, 
Briggs Stadium; Tigers swept a doubleheader 
from Washington; first home run — first-inning 
grand slam by  Bill Tuttle in the second game — 
Best game: Game Five, 1968 World Series, Tiger 
Stadium: Willie Horton threw out Lou  Brock at 
the plate to stifle a St.  Louis rally  in the fifth 
inning and Al Kaline hit a 7th-inning two-run 
single to put Detroit in the lead. My  Tigers were 
never  behind again in the rest  of the World 
Series — Other interests: playing racketball; 
building different  track layouts to run my  O-
gauge model trains (12’ X 8’ footprint); reading 
about Great Lakes ships.
Question: Your research has covered a broad 
range of baseball topics,  but newsletter readers 
probably best know you from your articles 
about the accuracy of baseball statistics. How 
did that interest originate?

Herm: Accuracy  is important, whether it be with 
one’s checkbook, mixing chemicals, or working 
with  baseball’s numbers. The articles I’ve written 
on achieving  accurate full-season runs-scored 
and runs-batted-in numbers are by-products 
from my  research to ensure that I have access to 
accurate numbers on a  game-by-game basis — 
because my  primary  objective is to ascertain the 
longest Consecutive Games RUN Scored 
(CGRUNS) streak and the longest Consecutive 
Games RUN Batted In (CGRUNBI) streak for 
each Detroit Tigers player.  My  interest in these 
streaks goes back to 1961  when I picked up my 
first Little Red Book of Baseball and was 
intrigued with the AL and NL records for the 
longest CGRUNS streak [at that time shown 
(incorrectly) to be 19  games by  Nellie Fox (1954 
White Sox)] and the longest CGRUNBI streak [at 
that time shown (incorrectly) to be 11  games by 
Mel Ott (1929 Giants)]. I wondered what the 
records were for the Detroit Tigers.  And while I 
wondered about that from  time to time over the 
years, I didn’t do anything to find out. Then, 
when on-base average became truly  recognized 
as being more important than batting average, I 
got  the bug to ascertain who had the longest 
Consecutive Games On Base Safely  (CGOBS) 
streak,  i.e., the counterpart to Joe DiMaggio’s 
famous 56-game hitting streak. After  I had 
completed that research  (in 2002) and 
determined that Ted Williams assembled the 
longest CGOBS streak — an  84-gamer in 1949, I 
started my  quest to find the longest CGRUNS 
and CGRUNBI streaks for  players on the Detroit 
Tigers, from  the present all the way  back to 1901. 
At first, I thought it would be an easy-to-do 
research project — just go through the official 
Day-By-Day  (DBD) records.  But, I didn’t want 
just  the bare numbers; I also wanted some 
perspective. So, I checked the relevant game 
accounts in the various newspapers and was 
surprised to find that here and there were errors 
in  the official records. Thus, I realized that  I 
could not blindly  accept  what was shown in  the 
official DBD records — I had to verify  the 
CGRUNS and CGRUNBI streaks.  And,  in doing 
the verifications I discovered more errors. But, 
the errors, when corrected, not only  impacted 
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the CGRUNS and CGRUNBI streaks, the full-
season runs-scored and runs-batted-in numbers 
were also affected. Correcting full-season runs-
scored and runs-batted-in numbers has never 
been the primary  objective in my  Deadball Era 
research. But it is an important derivative from 
accurately  ascertaining the longest CGRUNS and 
CGRUNBI streaks.
Question: Gathering reliable statistical 
information about games played perhaps a 
century ago has to be a challenge. How have 
you dealt with that problem? And have you ever 
encountered an information-gathering 
challenge(s) that proved insurmountable?
Herm: Answer for the first part of the question: 
To get  reliable information about any  game,  one 
has to check out the game accounts provided in 
multiple independent newspapers. Initially,  I 
focused on the New York Times and The 
Sporting News. But, I learned that for my 
Detroit Tigers research, I really  needed the 
Detroit newspapers — Free Press, News, and 
Times — as well as newspapers published in the 
city  of the opposing team  — especially  if the 
game was played in the opposing team’s 
ballpark. So, I’ve spent a lot  of time going 
through  microfilmed newspapers in  a number of 
libraries. Since I lived in upstate New  York, I was 
reasonably  close to the New York State Library 
and the libraries at  Cornell and Harvard, each of 
which has an excellent newspapers-on-microfilm 
collection. And, because I would get back to 
Michigan to visit family  now-and-then, I would 
allocate time to get to the Detroit Public Library. 
And, I’ve gone to many  other libraries, such as 
the public libraries in  Boston, Chicago, 
Cleveland, St.  Louis,  Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, 
Cincinnati,  etc.,  as well as the Library  of 
Congress. For  instance, when SABR had its 
annual convention in Philadelphia, I flew  in 
three days early  so I could “camp out” at the Free 
Library  of Philadelphia to get  photocopies and/
or scans of the game accounts for  the 1895 
Phillies from several newspapers (Inquirer, 
North American, Press,  Public Ledger,  and 
Record). I wanted to ascertain accurate game-by-
game RBI numbers for  Sam  Thompson since the 
various baseball encyclopedias show  him with 

165 RBIs (in 119 games). I also ascertained 
accurate game-by-game RBI numbers for him 
with  the 1887  Detroit  Wolverines (166  RBIs in 
127  games).  And, while I have done a lot  of the 
library  work myself, I can’t get everything that I 
need by  myself — I need help, sometimes a lot of 
help. And the SABR community  has always been 
very  helpful for me. I particularly  want to 
mention and again thank the following people 
who have been of enormous help to me many, 
many  times — Cliff Blau, Steve Boren, Keith 
Carlson, Bill Deane, Steve Hirdt, Ralph Horton, 
Bob McConnell, Trent McCotter, Art Neff,  Dave 
Newman, Pete Palmer,  Tom Ruane, Seymour 
Siwoff, Dave Smith, Jim Smith, Gary  Stone, 
Dixie Tourangeau, and David Vincent. There 
have been many  others who have helped me over 
the years and I have gratefully  acknowledged 
them  in my  articles and presentations. There is 
also a collective group of people who have been a 
huge help to me indirectly  — the Retrosheet 
volunteers. THANKS to them there is the 
phenomenal Retrosheet  database. As I have 
stated numerous times, Retrosheet is a Baseball 
Research Enabler! — thanks to the dedicated 
Retrosheet volunteers.
Answer for  the second part of the question: 
Unfortunately, there are some instances where 
the requisite details are not provided in any  of 
the newspaper game accounts. For example, for 
the Tigers-Browns game on April 11, 1913  in St. 

Herm Krabbenhoft at SABR 48
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Louis, Detroit  scored two runs in the eighth 
inning. The text description given in the game 
account published in the St. Louis Globe-
Democrat states, “With Vitt  out in  the eighth, 
Crawford, Gainer, Moriarty, and Deal singled in 
rotation, Crawford scoring and leaving the bases 
still packed.  Louden fouled to Agnew, but when 
Hamilton cut loose a wild pitch, allowing Gainer 
to score, [manager] Stovall took Hamilton out 
and sent in Baumgardner.” This description does 
not  state specifically  whose single batted in 
Crawford — i.e,  Did Moriarty’s single drive in 
Crawford (from second or third) OR advance 
him  to third from  where he scored on Deal’s 
single? The text descriptions given in several 
other newspapers (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 
Republic, and Star-Times and Detroit Free 
Press, Journal,  News, and Times) were similar 
in  that none of them stated specifically  who 
batted in Crawford — Moriarty  or Deal. The 
consequence of this uncertainty  is that for the 
entire season, Moriarty  achieved 28 or 29 RBIs 
and Deal achieved 2 or 3  RBIs. As it has 
developed, there have been one or two or three of 
these “either-or”  situations in some of the 
seasons examined in my  Deadball Era RBI 
research.
Question: For me, your demonstration that 
Heinie Zimmerman did, in fact, capture the NL 
Triple crown in 1912 (Baseball Research Journal, 
Spring 2015) was eye-opening and persuasive. 
What do you personally regard as your most 
significant statistical discovery or revision?
Herm: Yeah, resolving the 1912  NL RBI crown 
discrepancy, thereby  showing that Zimmerman 
won the Triple Crown, is pretty  significant. 
Similarly, the research that Keith Carlson,  Dave 
Newman, Dixie Tourangeau,  and I did to resolve 
the discrepancy  surrounding Billy  Hamilton’s 
record for the most runs scored in a single 
season is significant.  Likewise, the research we 
did to address the uncertainty  surrounding the 
1894 RBI champion. Also, the research  I did with 
Jim  Smith and Steve Boren to assemble an 
accurate and comprehensive database of Triple 
Plays is significant. And the research I did to 
ascertain accurate RBI records for Babe Ruth, 
Lou Gehrig, and Hank Greenberg. Also, when I 

began the research (in 1987, i.e., 7  years before 
Retrosheet  began), ascertaining all of the players 
who hit Ultimate Grand Slam Homers 
throughout the history  of MLB and identifying 
the Principal Leadoff Batters for each team  for 
each season from  1900 forward were significant 
research advances at the time.
Question: If I  understand correctly, prior to 
publication you often transmit your findings to 
Dave Smith and Tom Ruane of Retrosheet for 
review and confirmation. How does that 
process work?
Herm: The 1909 season provides, I believe,  a 
good illustration of the process. When 
Retrosheet  released its box score file for the 1909 
season, 66 of Detroit’s 158 games had no RBI 
statistics — the RBI columns were blank. From 
my  independent research I had assembled 
complete information on each of the 666  runs 
the Tigers tallied, my  runs-scored and RBI 
numbers having been obtained from the game 
accounts presented in four Detroit  newspapers 
(the Free Press,  Journal,  News, and Times) as 
well as at least one game account from a 
newspaper from  the city  of the opposing team for 
games played at the opponent’s ballpark. As a 
result, I knew for each of the 666 runs: (a) who 
scored, (b) how he scored, and (c) who, if 
anyone, batted him in. So, I put together  a  report 
(“Retro Report A”) in which I presented the 
verbatim  text descriptions (from  the game 
accounts provided in  the multiple newspapers) 
of each run scored by  the Tigers for each of the 
66  games for  which the Retrosheet box score did 
not  have RBI statistics.  In  addition, there were 14 
games for which from  my  research I came up 
with  different RBI numbers compared to those in 
the Retrosheet box scores.  I put together  an 
analogous report (Retro Report B”) for these 14 
games. I provided these “Retro Reports” to Tom 
and Dave, and after reviewing the evidence I had 
assembled, we achieved 100% concurrence for 
the runs and RBIs.  Thereafter, Retrosheet 
incorporated the additions and changes in their 
box scores (and derived player daily  files). It may 
be added that I also discovered three games with 
erroneous home run information in the SABR 
Home Run Log. I provided the supporting 
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documentation to Tom  and Dave. They 
concurred with my  findings and passed the 
corrections on to SABR. Then, with independent 
corroboration of my  runs-scored and runs-
batted-in numbers by  Retrosheet, I proceeded to 
draft  my  manuscripts — (a) the “1909 Detroit 
Tigers Accurate Runs-Scored” article appeared in 
the June 2018 issue of The Inside Game; (b) the 
“1909 Detroit Tigers Accurate Runs-Batted-In” 
article appeared in the September  2018 issue of 
The Inside Game. We used the exact-same 
process for the 1919-1907  seasons. The process is 
a win-win — altogether  for  the 1919-1907 
seasons, when Retrosheet first  posted the box 
scores for the Tigers, there were 703  games with 
missing RBIs. After executing the review process, 
there are now only  24  “missing-RBIs”  games. 
And, because there are many  other  team-seasons 
with  missing RBI numbers (more than 1,600 in 
the NL and almost 2,300 for the AL),  I heartily 
encourage others join the effort.
Question: Your research has  often led to 
findings which alter current stats. And on 
occasion, these new statistics have lead to a 
changing of a league leader in runs scored, 
RBIs, etc.: the numbers change and/or a new 
league leader is identified. In such instances, 
have your findings been communicated to Elias, 
and, if so, has baseball's  official record-keeper 
adopted those findings?
Herm: Yes, over  the years I have communicated 
my  findings to Elias. In many  (most, but not all) 
cases, Elias has officially  sanctioned the 
corrections — for  instance, “The Authorized 
Correction of Errors in Runs Scored in the 
Official Records (1945-2007) for Detroit  Tigers 
Players”  [Baseball Research Journal, 2008] and 
“The Authorized Correction of Errors in Runs 
Scored in  the Official Records (1920-1944) for 
Detroit  Tigers Players” [Baseball Research 
Journal, Spring 2011]. Subsequently, I published 
a follow-up article, “Additional Corrections in the 
Official Records (1920-1944) of Runs Scored for 
Detroit  Tigers Players” [Baseball Research 
Journal, Fall 2013]. Altogether, in my  research 
on the 1920-2007  period I discovered and 
corrected 85 runs-scored errors in the official 
records for  54  different players — including Hall 

of Famers Cobb, Gehringer,  Goslin, Greenberg, 
Kaline, Kell, Manush, and Newhouser.  The most 
significant corrections reported in these articles 
are: (a) Charlie Gehringer actually  led the AL in 
runs scored in 1934 with 135 (not 134); (b) Hank 
Greenberg actually  led the AL in runs scored in 
1938 with 143 (not 144).  Elias has accepted the 
former, but not  the latter. Retrosheet has 
accepted both. And so has Pete Palmer, and 
therefore, Baseball-Reference (which uses 
Palmer’s database of baseball statistics) shows 
Greenberg as the 1938 AL runs-scored leader 
with  143. For  the past several years my  focus has 
been on the Deadball Era (1901-1919), primarily 
the players on the Detroit  Tigers (although I’ve 

Herm/SABR Day—Oakland, 2013
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also investigated the 1919 Red Sox, the 1917 
White Sox and Giants, and the 1912  Braves, 
Cubs,  Giants, and Pirates). For  the 1906-1919 
Tigers, I’ve discovered and corrected 71  runs-
scored errors in the official records for  34 
different players (including Ty  Cobb and Sam 
Crawford). Perhaps the most  significant runs-
scored error I’ve discovered and corrected (thus 
far) for the Deadball Era Tigers is the one for 
Donie Bush in the 1909 season — the official 
records credit him with 114  runs,  while my 
research [reported in The Inside Game (June 
2018)] proves that he actually  scored 115 runs. 
The significance is that  the 2003-2018 editions 
of The Elias Book of Baseball Records show Ty 
Cobb as the sole 1909 AL leader in runs scored 
with  115. (Prior  to the 2003 edition,  Cobb was 
shown with the incorrect  total of 116  runs, i.e., 
the number given in his official DBD records.) 
Thus, Bush actually  was a co-leader in most runs 
scored in  the AL in 1909. I have provided all of 
the supporting documentation to Seymour 
Siwoff and Steve Hirdt at Elias.  We’ll see what 
happens. Retrosheet has already  concurred with 
my  findings and when one adds up all of Bush’s 
runs as shown on Retrosheet’s Player  Daily  file 
for him, the sum  is 115 runs; likewise for  Cobb. 
With regard to the correction of RBI errors in the 
official records, probably  the most interesting are 
those involving the RBIs achieved by  Hank 
Greenberg in 1937  and by  Lou Gehrig  in  1931. 
According to the official DBD records, Greenberg 
had 183 RBIs in 1937  and Gehrig had 184 in 
1931. Trent McCotter and I collaborated on 
researching Greenberg’s RBI record for 1937. We 
found that Greenberg actually  had 184 RBIs in 
1937  and presented our  findings at the SABR 41 
Convention in Long Beach, CA. Subsequently, we 
researched Gehrig’s RBI record for 1931  and 
found that Gehrig actually  had 185 RBIs in 1931. 
All the supporting documentation  was 
provided to Elias, as well as to Dave Smith, Tom 
Ruane, and Pete Palmer. Elias has chosen to not 
adopt the corrections; Retrosheet and Palmer 
have adopted the corrections. Thus, in the 2018 
edition of The Elias Book of Baseball Records, 
Gehrig is still shown as the 1931  AL RBI leader 
with  184 (which is also given as the AL record for 

the most  RBIs in a single season) and Greenberg 
is still shown as the 1937  AL RBI leader with 183. 
However, Retrosheet and Baseball-Reference 
show  Gehrig as the 1931  AL RBI leader with  185 
and Greenberg as the 1937  AL RBI leader  with 
184. Closely  related to these single-season 
researches are the investigations I carried out to 
ascertain accurate career RBI numbers for Babe 
Ruth [Baseball Research Journal, Spring 2013], 
Lou Gehrig [Baseball Research Journal, Fall 
2011, Fall 2012], and Hank Greenberg [Baseball 
Research Journal,  Spring 2012]. I found RBI 
errors in the official records for  several seasons 
in  which each  was the AL leader  in RBIs. The 
chart on the next page summarizes what 
corrections have been adopted (and when) and 
what corrections have not (yet) been adopted by 
Elias.
Of the 13 seasons shown, my  research came up 
with  different RBI numbers than Elias for 11 
seasons; the only  seasons where my  RBI 
numbers agreed with Elias’s RBI numbers were 
1940 and 1946.  Of the 11  seasons with  different 
RBI numbers,  Elias has subsequently  adopted 
my  RBI numbers for 7  of the seasons (indicated 
by  the “Elias-2018”  column entries being shown 
in  boldface).  Retrosheet and Baseball-Reference, 
however, have adopted my  RBI numbers in each 
of the 11  seasons (all entries shown in  boldface). 
For  some reason (unknown to me) Elias has not 
adopted my  corrections for the 1920, 1931, 1935, 
and 1937  seasons (indicated by  the “Elias-2018” 
column entries being bracketed with asterisks). 
Since RBIs were not recorded officially  prior  to 
1920, Elias does not even recognize the unofficial 
pre-1920 RBI numbers ascertained by  Ernie 
Lanigan, David S. Neft, Retrosheet, myself, or 
anybody  else. Neft’s RBI numbers for pre-1920 
seasons [first presented in The Baseball 
Encyclopedia, published by  Macmillan in 1969, 
and subsequently  incorporated in the baseball 
databases of Pete Palmer and STATS] seem  to be 
considered “like-official” as they  are the RBI 
numbers that are shown “everywhere” — i.e.,  in 
T o t a l B a s e b a l l ,  T h e E S P N B a s e b a l l 
Encyclopedia, and on the Internet (such as the 
Baseball-Reference website), etc. In conducting 
my  research to obtain accurate game-by-game 
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RBI records for the players in the Deadball Era, I 
have found that my  full-season RBI numbers 
differ from  Neft’s full-season RBI numbers for 
most of the players,  typically  about two-thirds of 
all the players and oftentimes for three-quarters 
or more of the full-time players.  Since Neft’s 
game-by-game records are not extant,  it  is not 
possible to determine the sources of our 
differences. That my  RBI numbers are correct is 
supported by  the fact that Retrosheet’s Tom 
Ruane and Dave Smith  have concurred with my 
RBI numbers and incorporated them into the 
Retrosheet  box scores (and the derived player 
daily files).
Question: As previously mentioned, your 
research has not been confined to statistics. For 
example, you published an informative and 
entertaining account of the career of Yale first 
baseman/captain George H.W. Bush (Baseball 
Research  Journal, Fall 2017).  You also wrote an 
article about President Bush's  playing days 
years ago for USA Today.  Where did this 
interest come from?

Herm: In 1988, in doing my  research on the 
Principal Leadoff Batters for  the 1948 season, I 
utilized the box scores presented in the New 
York Times  — I recorded the leadoff batter  for 
each team  for each game, his at-bats, runs, and 
hits. On the front page of one of the Sunday 
Sports sections was the now iconic photo of Babe 
Ruth (in civilian clothes) presenting the 
manuscript of his autobiography  to a Yale 
baseball player. It  grabbed my  attention and I 
read the photo caption and learned that the Yale 
player was George Bush. Since at that  time Bush 
was the Vice President  (and would become the 
President) of the USA, I thought  it would be a 
neat research  project to ascertain his complete 
collegiate baseball record. So, it  was one of those 
“research begets research” efforts. And, over the 
next several months I did the research, making a 
couple trips to New Haven, CT to check out  the 
relevant articles in  the Yale Daily News at  the 
Yale Library, as well as the game accounts 
published in the New  Haven Evening Register at 
the New Haven Public Library. I wrote my 

RBIs — Babe Ruth
Year OFFICIAL Elias-2011 My Work Elias-2012 Elias-2013 Elias-2018 Retro & B-R                              
1920 137 136 135 136 136 *136* 135
1921 170 171 168 171 168 168 168
1923 130 131 130 131 130 130 130
1926 146 150 153 151 153 153 153                              

RBIs — Lou Gehrig
Year OFFICIAL Elias-2011 My Work Elias-2012 Elias-2013 Elias-2018 Retro & B-R                              
1927 175 175 173 173 173 173 173
1928 142 146 147 147 147 147 147
1930 174 174 173 173 173 173 173
1931 184 184 185 184 184 *184* 185
1934 165 165 166 166 166 166 166                              

RBIs — Hank Greenberg
Year OFFICIAL Elias-2011 My Work Elias-2012 Elias-2013 Elias-2018 Retro & B-R                              
1935 170 170 168 170 170 *170* 168
1937 183 183 184 183 183 *183* 184
1940 150 150 150 150 150 150 150
1946 127 127 127 127 127 127 127                              
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article, “George Herbert Walker Bush — Iron 
Man First Sacker at Yale,”  for the Fall-1989 issue 
of Baseball Quarterly Reviews  (a  self-published 
baseball research  journal which I did from 1986 
through  1996). Then, in  1991, in the premiere 
issue of Baseball Weekly was an article about 
President  Bush’s Yale baseball career. Based on 
my  findings, much of the statistical information 
provided in the article was incorrect.  I wrote to 
Baseball Weekly and provided my  research 
results.  Baseball Weekly then ran an article (with 
no by-line) titled, “Baseball Expert Challenges 
Yale Stats on ‘Poppy’ Bush.”  The Yale assistant 
sports information director, Sara Hoffman, 
stated in the article that if their stats are wrong, 
they  would change them. After that I went on 
with  my  other  research endeavors and pretty-
much forgot about my  “Bush research.” Then, 
some 26 years later  I chanced upon a  January 
2015 Yale press release focused on Bush’s 
Bulldog diamond career in conjunction with 
preparations to celebrate Yale’s sesquicentennial 
season. I was surprised (and disappointed) that 
there were still many  errors for Bush’s statistics. 
So, I decided it was appropriate to present my 
“Bush research” in a vehicle with  a greater 
audience than which my  BQR had. I repackaged 
my  BQ R a r t i c le and submit ted i t for 
consideration for  publication in the Baseball 
Research Journal.  The reviewer reports came 
back with the strong message that,  while 
accurate statistics are important, for  the article 
to be publishable in the BRJ,  it needed more 
biographical stuff. So now, in 2017, with the 
power of the Internet, I came up with an 
abundance of baseball-connected biographical 
information on George H.W. Bush. The revised 
manuscript was accepted and published.
Question: Your articles for The Inside Game 
have frequently focused on the stats of the 
Deadball era Detroit Tigers. Ty Cobb, the star of 
that club, has recently been the subject of 
several new  bios. What is Dr. Krabbenhoft's 
diagnosis of The Georgia Peach: a typical 
b a l l p l a y e r o f h i s t i m e s ; p s y c h o p a t h , 
misunderstood perfectionist; overly-sensitive 
Southerner; none of these?

Herm: I haven’t read any  of those recent Cobb 
biographies. Several years ago I bought and read 
Charles Alexander’s biography  of Cobb when I 
was doing my  research on “Ty  Cobb vs. Babe 
Ruth — Premier  Hitter vs. Premier Pitcher (BQR, 
Spring 1987). I don’t  have a diagnosis of Cobb’s 
character. One thing that  I’ve wondered about, 
though, is: Just how beneficial was Cobb’s 
aggressiveness on the basepaths? In doing my 
Deadball Era research, I’ve come across several 
instances where “The Genius in Spikes” scored 
from first on a single or from  second on a 
groundout. But, I’ve also seen several instances 
where he was put out at the plate trying to score 
on these daring (reckless?) dashes.
Question: You have frequently been a presenter 
at the SABR convention,  the annual conference 
of the 19th Century Committee, and other SABR 
events. Does any one presentation stand out in 
your mind as particularly memorable or 
enjoyable? If so, tell us about it.
Herm: The SABR convention presentation that is 
especially  memorable for me was the one I gave 
at SABR 32 in Boston (2002). I presented my 
findings on CGOBS streaks and announced that 
Ted Williams’s 84-gamer  in 1949 is (almost 
certainly) the MLB record.  I received a lot of very 
positive feedback on my  research  — in which I 
also discovered an error  in Williams’ 1941  official 
record: in the first game of a doubleheader on 
September 24, the official records show that 
Williams went hitless in three (3) at-bats with no 
walks and that  he was not hit  with any  pitched 
balls, thereby  terminating his 64 CGOBS streak. 
My  research proved that,  in actuality, Williams 
walked twice in the game, which thereby  kept his 
CGOBS streak alive and which he extended to a 
“living”  69-gamer by  the end of the season. He 
then got  on base safely  in each of the first  five 
games of the 1942 season, giving him  a “two-
season” CGOBS streak of 74  games, which 
“equaled” Joe DiMaggio’s single-season 74-
gamer. Bill Nowlin wrote a nice article about my 
walks discovery  for  the SABR 32  Convention 
journal — “Good Eye Leads to Two More Walks 
for Ted.” And Lyle Spatz included a nice 
comprehensive summary  of my  walks discovery 
in  the June 2002 newsletter of the SABR 
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Baseball Records Committee — “An Error 
Discovered in Ted Williams’s 1941  Walk Total.” 
Then, in June 2003, Seymour Siwoff sent me a 
nice note commending me on finding the walks 
error; he included a complimentary  copy  of The 
(Elias) Book of Baseball Records  — which 
showed that Elias had made the correction for 
Williams’s two additional walks in 1941, i.e. he 
was now  shown as the AL leader  with 147  (not 
145) walks.
Question: Who is your favorite Deadball Era 
player, and why?
Herm: Bobby  Veach. He was an RBI machine for 
the Tigers. He became a full-time player  in 1913 
[and placed third in RBIs among his teammates 
with  65 or  66 ribbies (not 64 as claimed by 
Neft)]. In 1914, he placed second with  77-79 RBIs 
(not 72). In 1915 Veach was either first or second 
with  114 or 115 RBIs (not 112). [Crawford was 
also either first or  second with 114-118 RBIs (not 
112).] From  1916  through 1919 Veach was the 
team leader  with 89-90 (not 91), 110-114 (not 
103),  84  (not  78), and 97  (not 101), respectively. 
Moreover, Veach topped the AL in runs batted in 
for the 1918, 1917, and (perhaps) 1915 seasons. 
Significantly, Veach also had the most  total RBIs 
in  MLB for the 1913-1919 seasons — 641  (not 
621); next in line were Gavvy  Cravath (595); 
Heinie Zimmerman (543); Ty  Cobb (527); Del 
Pratt (497); Tris Speaker (493); Frank Baker 
(474); Joe Jackson (474); Eddie Collins (464); 
Sherry  Magee (463).  Disappointingly  and 
shockingly,  Veach has not (yet) been elected to 
the Michigan Sports Hall of Fame.
Question: Select your Deadball Era all-star 
team (with a five-man pitching staff,  three 
reserves, and a manager).
Herm: Well,  the outfield is easy  — Cobb, 
Crawford, and Veach. For the infield, I’ll take the 
Hall of Famers Frank Chance, Eddie Collins, 
Frank Baker,  and Honus Wagner. The catcher 
would be Roger  Bresnahan. The five pitchers 
would be Walter Johnson, Pete Alexander, 
Christy  Mathewson, Eddie Plank, and Ed Walsh. 
The three reserves would be Tris Speaker, Joe 
Tinker, and Joe Jackson. And the manager 
would be John McGraw.

Favorite Deadball Player: Bobby Veach

President  James A. Gilmore, of the Federal 
League, has under consideration a proposition 
advanced by  John M. Ward in reference to a 
post-season series, and also an incentive to the 
players. Realizing that it is impossible to 
arrange games with any  other organization, 
John M. would have the Federal magnates 
hang up a purse of $50,000 to be contested for 
by  the pennant winners and a team  of stars 
from  the seven other clubs, the players of 
which are to be selected by  the baseball 
writers. These games will be scheduled partly 
in the city  winning the league championship 
and in  other places from  which the all-stars 
were selected. The purse would go 60 per  cent 
to the winners and 40 per  cent to the losers. As 
an incentive to winning the pennant Ward 
proposes to present each player on the 
champion team  a $4,000 auto.  Gilmore is also 
in favor of the scheme. He said that  he would 
present these propositions at the next  league 
meeting.

Reading (Pennsylvania) Eagle, June 27, 1914
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ACCURATE RUNS-SCORED RECORDS 
FOR PLAYERS OF THE DEADBALL 

ERA: THE PLAYERS ON THE
1908 DETROIT TIGERS

by Herm Krabbenhoft

In previous articles I have described the findings 
of my  research program to ascertain  accurate 
runs-scored numbers for players on the Detroit 
Tigers for the 1906 and 1909-1919  seasons.1-10 In 
this article I present my  results for  the 1908 
Tigers.
RESEARCH PROCEDURE

For  the 1908 season, I utilized the same rigorous 
modus operandi employed in my  previous 
research efforts to ascertain accurate runs-scored 
numbers and runs-batted-in numbers.2 The 
Appendix to this article (available at SABR.org) 
provides the complete details of my  research 
procedure.
RESULTS

According to the originally-generated official 
Day-By-Day  (DBD) records, the 1908 Detroit 
Tigers played 154  games, winning 90 and losing 
63, with one tie game. In achieving  that  record 
(which allowed them to finish in  first place in the 
American League) Detroit scored a  total of 646 
runs. However, according to the game scores, the 
Tigers actually  scored 647  runs.  Upon 
scrutinizing the official DBD records I 
determined that the discrepancy  was due to the 
game on June 5, in which Detroit defeated 
Boston by  a score of 8-7. However, the official 
DBD records show  Detroit credited with only 
seven runs.
Another  issue with the runs scored by  the 1908 
Tigers concerns the numbers of runs scored by 
each of the 24 players who participated in at 
least one game for Detroit. Thus, summing the 
runs scored by  each player according to the 
originally-generated official DBD records gives a 
total of 645 runs.  Thus, according  to the 
“partition postulate” (which states that “the 
whole is equal to the sum  of its parts”),  there are 
two runs missing  for the players. It  is further 
pointed out that the official runs-scored numbers 

for each of the Tigers players have been used in 
various baseball encyclopedias (both  hard-copy 
publications and Internet tabulations) — except 
for Red Downs, whose official runs-scored total 
i s 29, whi le the most-recent  basebal l 
encyclopedias show  28 for  his runs-scored total. 
Thus, each  of the ten editions of The Baseball 
Encyclopedia (published by  Macmillan from 
1969  through 1996) shows Downs with 29 runs 
scored.11 However, while Total Baseball shows 
Downs with 29  runs scored in its first  six editions 
(published from 1984 through 1999), it shows 
Downs with  28 runs scored in its seventh  and 
eighth  editions (published in 2001  and 2004).12 
Similarly, each of the five editions of The ESPN 
Baseball Encyclopedia (published from 2004 
through 2008) shows Downs with 28 runs 
scored.13 Likewise,  the website Baseball-
Reference.com (accessed on September  7, 2018) 
shows Downs with 28 runs scored. So, with 
Downs now credited (unofficially) with  28 runs 
scored in 1908, the disconnect between the 

Red Downs
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actual team total runs (647) and the sum  of the 
runs scored by the players (644) is three runs.
Based on the findings from my  research, I have 
resolved these runs-scored issues which impact 
the statistical records of Downs, Germany 
Schaefer,  Davy  Jones, and Boss Schmidt. In 
addition, I discovered — and corrected — 
additional runs-scored errors buried in the 
official DBD records affecting the ledgers of Ira 
Thomas and Schmidt. The runs-scored errors in 
the originally-generated official DBD records 
occurred in six games.
Table 1  presents the full-season runs-scored 
numbers, according to my  research,  for each of 
the 24 players who participated in  one or  more 
games for the Detroit  Tigers in 1908.  Also shown 
for comparison are the full-season runs-scored 
statistics from  the originally-generated official 
DBD sheets.
Table 2  collects the pertinent information for  the 
runs-scored errors for the six games with runs-
scored errors in the official DBD records.  The 
Appendix provides the newspaper text 
descriptions for  each of the runs scored in each 
of these six games; also given are the runs-scored 
numbers according to the newspaper box scores.
DISCUSSION

Basically, all of the runs-scored errors are simply 
clerical errors — i.e., the incorrect runs-scored 
number was entered for  the player  (a) on the 
game’s final report  by  the official scorer or  (b) on 
the official DBD record by  the inputter/
transcriber  for the American League’s official 
statistician (which in  1908 was the AL office 
itself).
Chronologically, the first 1908 Tigers game with 
a run-scored error in  the official DBD records is 
the one on April 27  in  Cleveland against the 
Indians. Detroit scored but one run in the game, 
Germany  Schaefer tallying on a  1-RBI groundout 
by  Ty  Cobb. Apparently, the inputter simply 
neglected to enter “1” in  the runs cell for 
Schaefer.  A similar clerical error impacted 
Schaefer  in the second game of the double-
header  on May  10 in St.  Louis against  the 
Browns. The Tigers collected a total of eleven 
runs in the contest,  but the sum of the runs 
scored by  the players according to the official 

DBD records was only  ten — Cobb (1), Crawford 
(3),  Killian (1), McIntyre (2),  O’Leary  (1),  and 
Schaefer  (2). Based on the descriptions of the 
runs given in  game accounts published in two 
Detroit newspapers (Free Press and News) and 
three St. Louis newspapers (Globe-Democrat, 
Post-Dispatch, and Republic), Schaefer  scored 
three runs — (1) in the first inning on a  fielding 
error (dropped throw) by  the pitcher  on a 
grounder hit by  Claude Rossman and fielded by 
Tom  Jones; (2) in  the second inning on a 1-RBI 
sacrifice fly  by  Cobb; (3) in the fourth inning on a 
1-RBI single by Cobb.
The May  12 game in Boston against the Red Sox 
resulted in runs-scored errors impacting two 
players. The Tigers scored four runs in the game 
— (1) Crawford tallied in the fourth  frame on a 1-
RBI single by  Cobb; (2) Davy  Jones came home 
on a 1-RBI sacrifice fly  by  McIntyre in  the eighth 
session; (3  and 4) O’Leary  and Schaefer scored 
on a 2-RBI triple by  Crawford, also in the eighth 
stanza. The official DBD records do not show 
Jones (who was a pinch-runner for Schmidt in 
the eighth inning) playing in the game. Thus, the 
official DBD records erroneously  credited 
Schmidt with the run actually tallied by Jones.
Schmidt was also affected by  runs-scored errors 
in  the official DBD records in  two other  games. 

Davy Jones
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In the June 5 game in the Motor City  versus the 
Red Sox, the Tigers scored eight  runs — Cobb (1), 
Killefer (2), Killian (1), McIntyre (1), Schaefer  (1), 
and Schmidt (2). However, the official DBD 
sheets show Schmidt  with only  one run. And in 
the August 8 contest, in  Detroit against the 
Senators, Schmidt  was credited with two runs — 
even though he did not  play  in the game; Ira 
Thomas, not Schmidt, was the catcher for the 
Tigers in the game and scored two runs.
And finally,  there is the runs-scored error  for 
Red Downs, in the game on September  28 
against Washington. A “1”  was inadvertently 
placed in the “R” cell on Downs’ official DBD 
sheet instead of leaving the cell blank. This 
clerical error  resulted in the sum  of the runs 
scored by  the players (5) being greater than the 
number of runs actually  scored by  the team (4). 
Apparently,  this error  was first  discovered 
around 2000 — some ninety  years after  the game 
was played — the 29—>28 change was first 
shown (without any  supporting evidence) in the 
seventh (2001) edition of Total Baseball.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

The runs-scored errors and corrections reported 
here for  Downs, Schaefer, Schmidt, and Thomas 
brings the to-date-total number of Tigers players 
with  runs-scored errors in the official DBD 
records from  the 1906 and 1908-1919 seasons to 
29  (D. Jones having already  been a victim  of 
such  an error as described in a  previous article). 
The next Tigers season on my  “Accurate Runs-
Scored Records for Players of the Deadball Era” 
schedule is 1907  — during which Detroit topped 
the Junior Circuit in  runs scored with 693 and 
Sam  Crawford, Davy  Jones, and Ty  Cobb took 
home the gold, silver, and bronze medals in runs 
scored for the American  League with 102, 101, 
and 97  tallies, respectively  (according to the 
official DBD records).
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Table 1. Runs-Scored Numbers
for Players on the 1908 Detroit Tigers

 Runs Runs  Runs Runs
Player (This Work) (Official) Player (This Work) (Official)                
Donie Bush 13 13 Charley O’Leary 21 21
Ty Cobb 88 88 Fred Payne 3 3
Bill Coughlin 32 32 Clay Perry 0 0
Sam Crawford 102 102 Claude Rossman 45 45
Bill Donovan 5 5 Germany Schaefer *98* 96

Red Downs *28* 29 Boss Schmidt *43* 45
Davy Jones *18* 17 Ed Siever 0 0
Red Killefer 9 9 George Suggs 1 1
Ed Killian 5 5 Ed Summers 6 6
Herm Malloy 0 0 Ira Thomas *8* 6

Matty McIntyre 105 105 Ed Willett 4 4
George Mullin 13 13 George Winter 0 0                

NOTES: A  player  whose name is shown  in  boldface indicates that  the player’s actual runs-scored 
number  [shown  in  the “Runs (This Work)” column] is different from  the runs-scored number  shown  for 
him  in  the “Runs (Official)”  column; the actual  runs-scored number is also emboldened and bracketed 
with asterisks.

Table 2: Runs-Scored Errors in Official DBD Records for 
Players on the 1908 Detroit Tigers — Consequences 

(Individual Game and Full Season) of Correcting the Errors
   Runs Runs Runs Runs Runs
   Game Game Season Season Season
Player Game OPP (This Work) (Official) (This Work) (Official) (Encyclopedias)                   
Downs September 28 WAS 0 1 28 29 28                   
Jones May 12 BOS* 1 — 18 17 17                   
Schaefer April 27 CLE* 1 0 98 96 98

 May 10 (2) STL* 3 2                   
Schmidt May12 BOS* 0 1 43 45 45
 June 5 BOS 2 1
 August 8 WAS 0 2                   
Thomas August 8 WAS 2 — 8 6 6                   

NOTES: The entries in the “Runs Season  (Encyclopedias)”  column  are from  the baseball 
encyclopedias given  in  references 11-13  as well as from  the MLB.com  and Baseball-Reference.com 
(accessed on  September  7,  2018). An asterisk in  the “OPP”  column indicates that  the game was played 
in  the opposing  team’s city.  The dash  (—) entries shown  for  Jones and Thomas indicate that  the 
official DBD records did not  include them,  i.e.,  suggesting that they  did not  play  in  the indicated 
games.
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from drab baggy  flannels to 
fitted synthetics with  bold and 
bright colors. Mirroring our 
national pastime, Radom 
divides the uniform’s history 
into a  nine-inning  timeline. 
This breakdown permits an 
easy-to-follow chronology  as 
the uniform transitions from 
the past and into the future.
With visual art,  much of the 
appreciation rests in the eyes of 
the beholder, but nearly  all 
baseball fans,  players, and club 
officials agree that some 
u n i f o r m s a r e l o v e d a n d 
appreciated more than others. 
Today, these include the Boston 
Red Sox, Detroit Tigers, New 
York Yankees, and St.  Louis 
Cardinals with the Los Angeles 
Dodgers close behind. Teams 
can easily  trace their “uniform 
roots”  to the first  commonly 
r e c o g n i z e d p r o f e s s i o n a l 
baseball team, the Cincinnati 
Red Stockings of the late 1860s.
Founding member  George 
Ellard incorporated a red old 
English “C”, representing 
Cincinnati, stitched onto the 
chest of a full collar, pullover-
style flannel shirt.  The pants 
were knee high knickers which 
allowed for “convenience” as 
well as comfort. The area from 
the knees down would be 
stockings — red stockings. This 
attire — white dress shirts and 
caps, white pants, a red belt, 
and leggings — became the 
“template”  for future baseball 
uniforms. The uniform  was 
distinctive enough that the 
team became known as the 
Cincinnati Red Stockings. 
S u c c e e d i n g E l l a r d , n e w 
m a n a g e r  H a r r y  W r i g h t , 

according to his Hall of Fame 
plaque, introduced among his 
innovations “knickerbocker” 
pants, the baggy  knee-length 
pants with  the now well-
recognized red stockings. 
Towards the close of the 
nineteenth  century, uniforms 
were colorful, sometimes so 
colorful that they  were often 
called “clown costumes.” The 
scarcity  of clothing dyes for 
civilian  usage during World 
War I helped stimulate the 
introduction of gray  road 
uniforms and white home 
uniforms.
Radom identifies two key 
developments in the second half 
of the twentieth  century  that 
played a vital role in the 
evolution  of uniform design. 
First, in 1962  baseball  saw a 
radical change in color scheme 
when Oakland A’s owner 
Charlie Finley  introduced Kelly 
Green and Fort Knox Gold 
uniforms. Less than a decade 
later in  1970, the Pittsburgh 
Pirates introduced polyester — 
easier  to clean, lighter, and 
allowing teams to easily  add 
bright and bold colors. The 
pullover jersey  permitted more 
room to display  graphics while 
the elastic waistbands indulged 
designers to add more color or 
stripping on the pant legs.
No longer  satisfied with  previous 
color  schemes, fans saw the 
1970s Cleveland Indians wear  an 
all-red uniform, while the 
Baltimore Orioles wore an 
orange uniform. Taking it  one 
step further, the Houston Astros 
wore a beltless, rainbow-colored 
uniform. Coined the “tequila 
sunrise” by  Sidney  Shelby  of 
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By Todd Radom
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[ISBN 978-0803296824, 420 
pp, $45.00 USD, Hardcover]

Reviewed by 
Thomas Biblewski
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Author, graphic designer, and 
sports branding expert Todd 
Radom  writes a fascinating 
cocktail table-type book with 
over 100 photographs and 
illustrations highlighting the 
evolution of baseball uniforms 
over the last  125 years. Offering 
a fresh perspect ive with 
personal involvement, Radom’s 
work has appeared on the 
uniform of every  major league 
club over  the past quarter-
century. As a fourth generation 
artist, he redesigned the 1994 
Milwaukee Brewers logo and 
uniform. Today, he assists MLB 
and the Baseball Hall of Fame 
in researching and digitizing 
logos and uniform decorations.
Over the years,  uniform  fabric, 
styles, and colors have changed 
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Florida Sports, the color scheme 
broke many  design traditions 
and was considered too radical 
for  baseball purists. But it was 
mega-promoter  and Chicago 
White Sox owner Bill Veeck of 
the 1976 that stunned the 
b a s e b a l l c r o w d w i t h h i s 
“Hollywood shorts”  and big 
floppy  collars. From 1977  to 
1984, the Pittsburgh Pirates 
donned unique uniforms with 
their gold, black, and gold/black 
design. The team wore a flat 
topped “pillbox” cap or “Anson 
style”  in recognition of the 
N a t i o n a l L e a g u e ’ s 1 0 0 t h 
anniversary in 1976.
The colorfest  continued into 
the 1980s with  11  of the 26 
teams sporting powder  blue in 
their uniforms, but  slowly, this 
gaudy  color trend ended. By 
1991  the Montreal Expos were 
the last team wearing it. 
During the 1980s, Rawlings 
became the exclusive uniform 
m a n u f a c t u r e r f o r M L B . 
Rawlings’s logo was stitched 
near the bottom  of the right 
sleeve, the first time in  history 
that  a  manufacturer’s name 
appeared on a visible part of 
t h e u n i f o r m . W i t h t h e 
company’s strong influence on 
uniform  design, uniform  styles 
reverted to those worn decades 
earlier.

Surprisingly, it  was not a 
baseball event, but the 1989 
debut of the National Basketball 
Association’s newest team, the 
Charlotte Hornets, that brought 
about a significant change in 
M L B u n i f o r m s . F a s h i o n 
designer Alexander Julian’s 
u n i f o r m  c a p t u r e d t h e 
imagination of the sports world. 
This fresh approach confined 
color  to the jersey  or  top of the 
uniform. MLB followed the 
trend, keeping the pants white 
for home and gray  for road 
games.  In another noteworthy 
transformation, traditional 
stirrups were abandoned for 
longer pants.
New  fabric technology  will likely 
add currently  unanticipated 
improvements to baseball 
uniforms. Yet, baseball uniforms 
will still trace their  roots to the 
1869 Cincinnati Red Stockings. 
From  these early  roots to what’s 
coming next,  Radom’s book 
p r o v i d e s a n e n j o y a b l e , 
fascinating, and detailed account 
of baseball uniforms.
Thomas Biblewski,  a SABR 
member since 1991, follows the 
Detroit Tigers and Toledo Mud 
Hens. Along with the Deadball 
Era Committee, he is also a 
member of the Biographical 
Research,  Black Sox, and Minor 
Leagues committees.

RED SOX VS. BRAVES IN 
BOSTON: THE BATTLE FOR 
FANS’ HEARTS, 1901-1952

By Charlie Bevis

2017, McFarland
[ISBN 978-0786496648, 250 
pp, $29.95 USD, Softcover]

Reviewed by 
Mark Armour

markarmour04@gmail.com

Although the Red Sox and 
Braves shared a  city  for 52  years, 
a book about  the two teams 
seems odd at  first glance.  They 
never  played each other  in a 
game that counted, they  don’t 
seem to share any  history  other 
than an occasional trivia 
question (like Babe Ruth). A 
book about the Yankees and 
Dodgers can draw on many 
famous games and overlapping 
story  lines.  But Charlie Bevis’s 
excellent book recognizes this 
and focuses on what the two 
teams actually  had in  common: 
a city  and its populace.  The 

Thomas Owens of the Wilmington team  has been on the black 
list  because of jumping from  the Brooklyn  National League team 
three years ago, several appeals for  reinstatement having been 
refused.  President Carpenter  was notified by  August  Herrmann 
of the National Association  that Owens has been reinstated, with 
the condition that he cannot play in leagues higher than class B.

The (Clarksburg, WV) Daily Telegram, June 30, 1908
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players could go about their  lives 
without concern that there was 
another team  playing  down the 
road, but the businesses did not, 
and the fans did not. The “stars” 
of this book are not Wally  Berger 
and Ted Williams, hardly 
mentioned, but the radio 
announcers,  ballpark planners, 
and ticket buyers.
The only  important  flaw in the 
book, in my  view, is the lack of 
maps. Boston is geographically 
complicated, even more so when 
you  consider  that the city’s 
physical geography  changed 
considerably  in this period. I 
lived outside of Boston for many 
years,  but I found myself looking 
for maps on-line to help me 
understand where some of the 
ballparks and neighborhoods 
were.
Although the story  is told 
chronologically  – from  the 
nineteenth century  glory  days of 
the Red Stockings/Beaneaters, 
through the creation of the 
Americans in 1901, the building 
of the two new ballparks in the 
1910s, the long drought (on and 
off the field) by  both  teams 
through the 1920s, the game-
changing purchase of the Red 
Sox by  Tom  Yawkey  in 1933  and 

the crucial renovation  of Fenway 
Park the next year, the brief 
ascension of the Braves after  the 
war, and finally  the Braves 
departure in 1953  – the reader is 
continually  presented with the 
story  of the denizens of the city 
and how they  are following the 
game.
Baseball patrons were largely 
members of the upper  middle 
class in the 1800s because 
laborers worked six days a week, 
generally  ten hours per  day, and 
Sunday  baseball was prohibited 
in the city  until the 1920s. There 
was no radio or TV, so a working 
man had only  newspapers to 
provide the stories and images of 
the local nine.
Key  themes in the book include 
how convenient the ballparks 
were to attend (which shifted as 
public transportation evolved), 
the fight for Sunday  baseball 
(which came to Braves Field 
first, affording the Braves a 
significant advantage for  a few 
years), and the introduction of 
radio (and later TV) and how the 
two teams’ shifting policies 
affected their  attendance. 
A l t h o u g h t h e a u t h o r 
acknowledges that by  the 1930s 
the Red Sox had more popular 

players, he makes the case that 
many  fans of the city  were 
baseball fans and willing to 
support either  or both teams 
depending on convenience.
T h i s l a s t  p o i n t i s m o s t 
convincing near the book’s end. 
After achieving on-field success 
a n d t h e i r g r e a t e s t - e v e r 
attendance in the late 1940s,  a 
few years later  the Braves were 
in Milwaukee. How could a  team 
draw nearly  1.5 million people in 
1948 but less than 300,000 four 
years later? The team got worse, 
granted, but enough to warrant 
losing 80% of your fans? The 
author suggests there is more to 
the story. Through 1950, the 
Braves and Red Sox put all of 
their home games on the radio 
and shared announcers (since 
only  one team was home at a 
time).  Starting in 1951, the 
Braves decided to go their own 
way  and broadcast both home 
and road games. When the Red 
Sox followed suit, suddenly 
Braves home games were 
competing with the (more 
popular) Red Sox on the radio, 
along with the growing number 
of people who already  wanted to 
stay  home to watch their brand 
new television.
I applaud the author  for 
choosing to tell the story  of the 
Red Sox and Braves in  this way, 
and I would love to see other 
books tell the story  of baseball in 
a city. This book is highly 
recommended.
Mark Armour is  the founder 
and director emeritus of the 
BioProject,  and the 2008 
recipient of the Bob Davids 
Award, SABR"s highest honor. 
He resides with his family in 
Corvallis, Oregon.

PUBLISHERS ACKNOWLEDGMENT
As readers know, copies of the books reviewed in this issue were 
generously  supplied to us by  their publishers. Winning Ugly was 
produced by  Sports Publishing and can be ordered by  telephone 
(212-643-6816) or on-line (via www.skyhorsepublishing.com). 
Red Sox vs. Braves in Boston was put out by  McFarland and can 
be obtained by  cal l ing 800-253-2187  or email ing 
info@mcfarlandpub.com. Baseball's Brotherhood Team is a 
publication of WestBow Press and can be ordered by  calling 
1-866-928-1240 or  logging on to the WestBow website: 
www.westbowpress.com. The Big 50 was published by  Triumph 
Books and can be ordered by  telephone (800-888-4741) or  email 
(orders@ipgbooks.com). As always, your  patronage of these 
book publishers is respectfully urged.
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di f ference . According to 
S t e v e r s o n , “ B r o t h e r h o o d 
involves offering more than 
friendship, it  involves caring 
a n d e x t e n d i n g s u p p o r t 
regardless of the others’ 
background or circumstances. 
Brotherhood offers a  hand, 
gives a hug, presents a  smile, 
and renders support.”
In this volume, the author 
profiles nearly  30 players, 
m a n a g e r s , c o a c h e s , a n d 
owners,  and shows how, in 
their own, personal ways, they 
helped ease the path for 
African-American players in 
organized baseball’s post-Jim 
Crow era.  Almost all are white, 
and most played in the early 
days of Organized Baseball’s 
integration. This volume grew 
out of a presentation by  the 
author at the 2016  Jerry 
M a l l o y  N e g r o L e a g u e 
Conference in Kansas City.
S i n c e S t e v e r s o n r e l i e s 
p r i m a r i l y  o n s e c o n d a r y 
sources, he breaks no new 
g r o u n d i n t h i s v o l u m e . 
However,  he does provide a 
window into how  a number of 
white players chose to react to 
Baseball’s Great Experiment at 
a time when it provoked much 
animus. A dozen Hall of Fame 
members are included. As 
expected, most of the well-
known examples profiled are 
from  the late 1940s and 
include teammates of Jackie 
Robinson and Larry  Doby. Of 
course, there is the familiar 
roster  of the Branch Rickey 
Dodgers: Pee Wee Reese, Sal 
Maglie, Carl Erskine, Ralph 
Branca, and Preacher Roe.

The book also includes lesser 
known players such as George 
Shuba and Steve Gromek. As a 
major  leaguer, Shuba is known 
for his seven seasons with the 
Brooklyn Dodgers and was the 
first  National Leaguer  to hit  a 
pinch home run in  the World 
Series. But he achieved fame 
w h i l e a  m e m b e r o f t h e 
Montreal Royals on April 18, 
1 9 4 6 w h e n h e w a s 
photographed congratulating 
teammate Jackie Robinson 
after  Robinson hit a home run 
in a game at Jersey  City’s 
R o o s e v e l t  S t a d i u m . T h e 
moment  was captured by  an 
Associated Press photographer 
a n d w a s l a b e l e d , “ T h e 
Handshake of the Century”  by 
the sporting press. In the early 
d a y s o f t e l e v i s i o n w h e n 
America still received its 
images from  newspapers and 
magazines, the photo became 
an indicator of racial tolerance 
and acceptance.
Two years later, a similar 
outburst of brotherly  emotion 
was on display  in  Cleveland 
following Game Four of the 
1948 World Series. Larry 
Doby’s third inning solo home 
run would provide the margin 
of victory  for the Indians and 
winning pitcher Steve Gromek. 
Fol lowing the v ic tory , a 
C l e v e l a n d P l a i n D e a l e r 
photographer  captured the joy 
of the moment  in the Indian’s 
locker  room. The photo, which 
ran in papers coast-to-coast 
showed Gromek cheek-to-
c h e e k h u g g i n g D o b y  i n 
celebration. In 1948 such 
displays of emotion between 
whites and blacks was almost 

BASEBALL’S 
BROTHERHOOD TEAM

By Bryan Steverson

WestBow Press, 2018
[ISBN: 9781973616870, 257 

pages, $19.95 USD, soft cover]

Reviewed by 
Bob Komoroski

logtech730@yahoo.com

This is the third in a  trilogy 
remembering inspirational 
baseball players by  the author. 
Previous works are Amazing 
Baseball Heroes, Inspirational 
Negro League Stories  and 
Baseball, A Special Gift from 
God.
One of the definitions of 
“ b r o t h e r h o o d ”  f r o m t h e 
Collin’s English dictionary  is 
“the affection and loyalty  that 
you feel for people with whom 
y o u h a v e s o m e t h i n g  i n 
c o m m o n . ” A u t h o r  B r y a n 
Steverson’s def init ion of 
brotherhood goes beyond 
“affection and loyalty" to acting 
in  an impactful way  to make a 
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unheard of. Many  Southern 
newspapers refused to run the 
photo. According to Marjorie 
McKenzie of the Pittsburgh 
Courier, “the chief message of 
the Doby-Gromek picture is 
acceptance.”
L o n g b e f o r e D o b y  a n d 
Robinson were signed by  major 
league clubs, Lou Gehrig  and 
H a n k G r e e n b e r g w e r e 
outspoken in their support of 
the integration of Organized 
Baseball.  Not all displays of 
brotherhood were as public or 
received with  approval, even by 
the team’s front office. During 
Pete Rose’s rookie year of 1963, 
a seminal year  in civil rights 
history, he was warned by 
ownership to not socialize with 
teammates Vada Pinson and 
Frank Robinson.  In a border 
city  like Cincinnati with its 
large southern fan base, Rose’s 
friendship with  the Reds two 
black players was viewed as 
unacceptable behavior by 
many, including owner Bill 
DeWitt. While Pete Rose may 
not  be a role model in all 
aspects of life,  he would go on 
to serve as a  mentor to many 
future Reds such as both Ken 
Griffey  Sr.  and Jr.  and Barry 
Larkin. Brotherhood indeed.
B o b K o m o r o s k i l i v e s i n 
Minneapolis and is a member 
o f S A B R ’ s H a l s e y H a l l 
Chapter. He is a longtime 
Chicago White Sox fan.

THE BIG 50: THE MEN AND 
MOMENTS THAT MADE THE 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS
By Benjamin Hochman

2018, Triumph Books
[ISBN 978-0803288096, 304 

pp, $16.95 USD, Softcover]

Reviewed by 
Carl Riechers

criecher@gmail.com

Like Billy  Mumphrey, a  minor 
character  in a  famous Seinfeld 
episode called “The Doodle,” 
Benjamin Hochman brings to 
this compilation of stories 
about the great players and 
events in  St.  Louis Cardinals 
history  a sense of “unbridled 
enthusiasm.”  Hochman comes 
to his passion honestly. He 
grew up in Clayton, an affluent 
suburb of St. Louis, and 
graduated from the University 
of Missouri. After  stints at the 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 
and the Denver Post,  he is now 

a columnist for  his hometown 
newspaper, the St.  Louis Post-
D i s p a t c h . R i f f i n g o f f 
Mumphrey, one might call 
Hochman a cockeyed optimist 
caught up in the high stakes 
game of pennants and world 
championship baseball.
Triumph Books has initiated 
t h i s s e r i e s t o h e l p f a n s 
c e l e b r a t e t h e m e n a n d 
moments that make their 
teams what they  are. Current 
volumes cover  the Blue Jays, 
Giants,  Red Sox, Reds,  Tigers, 
and Twins, plus a few on NHL 
and NFL teams. Many  people 
h e l p e d w i t h  t h i s b o o k , 
i n c l u d i n g t e a c h e r s , 
sportswriters, news anchors, 
broadcasters, and actors. 
Hochman interviewed stadium 
ushers and official scorers. He 
got  the managers’ views from 
the dugout and talked to the 
players watching from the 
bul lpen. He remembered 
people who surrounded him  in 
these moments, including 
friends, strangers, and family 
members,  some of whom are 
gone but not forgotten. One 
story  that  will resonate with 
Cardinals fans in the know 
concerns Hochman’s father, 
Jere,  meeting his favorite 
p l a y e r ,  B o b G i b s o n . H e 
claimed later that “Gibson had 
a genuine smile on his face,” 
but  more recently, when the 
son introduced himself to 
Gibson, well, let’s just say 
things didn’t go as he would 
have hoped.
Readers may  not agree entirely 
with  the events Hochman has 
chosen to include or the order 
in  which he presents them, but 

The Topeka State 
Journal, June 11, 1909
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fans will likely  agree that the 
history  of the Cardinals isn’t 
easy  to squeeze into one book. 
Consider: 11  World Series 
championships with so many 
different players from  all over 
the world; plenty  of seasons 
filled with  disappointments, 
such  as coming up short  in the 
playoffs and World Series 
losses; select Cardinals greats 
enshrined in Cooperstown; and 
noteworthy  others who have 
entered the St. Louis Cardinals 
Hall of Fame. Hochman also 
has a thing about nicknames, 
like the “Gashouse Gang”  and 
“El Birdos.”  He recalls a 
nineteenth-century  hurler who 
went by  three nicknames, one 
of them  “Rubber-Winged Gus.” 
He remembers the “Wild Horse 
of The Osage,” “Creepy,” 
“Buttermilk,”  “Fidgety,”  and 
more recently, “The Ripper,” 
“The Zamboni,” and “The Final 
Boss,”  plus special theme songs 
l i k e “ P a s s t h e B i s c u i t s , 
Mirandy” and “Celebration.”
All of Hochman’s chapters 
include moments that make 
the Cardinals’ past  come alive. 
There are back flips,  bat  flips, 
tarp mishaps, and umpires 
running off with Julian Javier’s 
hat.  “The Mad Hungarian” 
faced a left-handed batter and 
a right-handed batter  at the 
same time. A seldom-used 
third-string catcher  ended a 
12-inning game by  stealing 
home. In 1987, seat  cushions 
soared from the stands. In the 
2005 NCLS facing elimination 
and trailing 4-2  with two outs 
in  the top of the ninth, Albert 
Pujols three-run homer turned 
“a place annoyingly  loud” into 

total silence, allowing one 
more game at Busch Stadium 
II before it was replaced and 
torn  down. The chapter called 
“1968” covers a complicated 
year  in which cities and the 
nation struggled, fighting a war 
that seemed like it would never 
e n d . D u r i n g a t i m e o f 
assassinations, police beating 
protesters, and racial tensions, 
manager  Red Schoendienst, 
who played and coached the 
Cardinals for  over 70 years, 
held the team  together as they 
won a second straight pennant.
The Big 50 has a large cast  of 
characters. Every  Cardinals fan 
remembers when and where he 
or she met Stan “The Man” 
Musial. Even today, so many 
heading for  the ballpark say, 
“ I ’ l l meet you a t S tan ,” 
meaning the statue standing 
outside Busch III.  Hochman 
also includes stories about 
Whitey  Herzog and Tony 
L a R u s s a , t w o m a n a g e r s 
completely  different in style. 
Looking much further back, 
most of us weren’t around 
when Dizzy  Dean pitched, and 
some barely  remember when 
h e b e c a m e a n a t i o n a l 
broadcaster.  Hochman devotes 
a chapter to him, explains why 
he was called Dizzy,  and 
reminds us that Engl ish 
teachers were shocked with  his 
casual use of the English 
language.
Key, of course, to recent 
Cardinals’ history  is Game Six 
of the 2011  World Series when 
David Freese hit a walk-off 
home run in the eleventh 
inning to send fans home 
happy. Those not present  still 

r e c a l l w h e r e t h e y  w e r e . 
Hometown actresses Ellie 
Kemper and Phyllis Smith 
remember listening to the 
game shooting  an episode of 
the TV series, The Office.  On 
the set of Mad Men, St. 
Louisan Jon Hamm, who 
played Don Draper, sprinted in 
his dress shoes and ’60s suit 
from the set to the television in 
the trailer. We all remember 
Joe Buck’s iconic sendoff, “We 
— will see you  — tomorrow 
night!”
H o c h m a n ’ s u n b r i d l e d 
enthusiasm  for the Cardinals 
has been with him  since birth. 
His life is full of St. Louis 
baseball moments, beginning 
each spring with the club’s 
unique take on Opening Day, 
the Clydesdales, and “Here 
Comes the King.”  Standing at 
the top of the stairs in Busch 
Stadium, he admits, with 
emotion, that these are the 
coolest moments of his life.
Carl Riechers retired from 
United Parcel Service in 2012 
after 35 years of service. With 
more free time, he became a 
SABR member that same year. 
Born and raised in the suburbs 
of St. Louis, he became a big 
fan of the Cardinals.  He and 
his wife Janet have three 
children and he is the proud 
grandpa of two.

Spokane Press,
April 28, 1910,

drawn by Frank Leet
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GOTHAM’S UNKNOWN NINE: THE 
NEW YORK KNICKERBOCKERS OF 

THE UNITED STATES LEAGUE
by Bill Lamb

From  the Brooklyn-based Mutuals of the 1871 
National Association to today’s inhabitants of 
Yankee Stadium  and Citi Field,  the identifier 
New York has long been emblazoned on the 
jerseys of Gotham’s professional baseball clubs. 
Oceans of scholarly  ink have been devoted to the 
history  and exploits of the World Series 
champion New York Yankees, Giants, and Mets. 
More modest attention has been paid to other 
New York clubs: the aforementioned Mutual of 
New York Base Ball Club; the New York 
Metropolitans of the 19th century  major league 
American Association; the Buck Ewing-led New 
York Giants of the 1890 Players League; the 
Andrew Freedman-owned 1896 New York Mets 
of the minor Atlantic League, and the New York 
African American nines of Negro Leagues 
baseball and before. This article focuses on the 
most obscure of the city’s professional baseball 
teams: the historically-neglected New York 
Knickerbockers of the outlaw United States 
League of 1912-1913.

The disinterest in the Knickerbockers is not 
entirely  undeserved.  Its time on the professional 
baseball scene was brief and undistinguished. 
The 1912 edition of the club managed to win only 
two of 18 games before abandoning the field. The 
United States League itself discontinued play 
shortly  thereafter.  A year  later, a newly-minted 
version of the New York Knicks won its Opening 
Day  contest, and then promptly  blew up the 1913 
USL by  refusing to play  its second game 
following a dispute over  gate receipts with  the 
Newark club. The United States League collapsed 
for good within days,  and is now only  dimly 
recognized, if at all,  by  those with an interest in 
failed baseball circuits. And the catalyst of the 
USL’s demise, the New York Knickerbockers, 
remains a cipher in the annals of the game.

William A. Witman, the Founding of the 
United States League, and the Birth Pains 
of its New York Franchise: The year 1911 
seemed a heady  time for  professional baseball. 
Over  6.5 million fans attended a major league 
game that  season, a significant  increase over the 
gate of the previous year. More than 175,000 
spectators then crammed their way  into the 
ballpark to see the season-ending World Series, 
won by  the Philadelphia  A’s over the New York 
Giants,  four  games to two. Meanwhile, some 316 
teams in 47  Class A to Class D minor  leagues had 
taken the field during 1911.1 Five of the Class D 
operations, however, did not complete the 
campaign. But this perhaps-cautionary  note did 
little to dampen the enthusiasm  of entrepreneurs 
looking to get into the game. First and foremost 
among these would-be new magnates was 
William  Abbott Witman, a businessman-
politician from an unlikely  big-time ball club 
venue: Reading, Pennsylvania.
A Reading native born  in October 1860, Witman 
had long been at  the margins of professional 
baseball, sponsoring local clubs and erecting 
ever-more commodious, if unprofitable,  grounds 
for them  to play  in.  In July  1893, Billy  Witman 
(as he was known locally) took over the 
Pennsylvania State League franchise transferred 
to Reading and installed himself as manager.2 

Under Witman’s command, the Reading Actives 
posted winning  records the next two seasons, but 
failed to draw sufficient crowds to their Witman-
built  ballpark and disbanded on July  20, 1895. 
For  the next decade or so thereafter, Witman 
withdrew from  baseball, concentrating  instead 
on city  construction projects and running for 
elective office in Reading.3

He reconnected with the game in  June 1909, 
when the Reading  Dutchmen of the Class B Tri-
State League transferred their home games to 
the Circus Maximus,  a ballpark/outdoor 
amusement enclosure with  a seating capacity  of 
8,000 erected in  downtown Reading by  Witman. 
The club did well on the field, winning the 1911 
TSL pennant, but attendance was again lacking, 
forcing the removal of the Reading franchise to 
Altoona at the close of the following season. Still, 
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none of the financial vicissitudes of association 
with  professional baseball dimmed Witman’s 
ardor for involvement  in the game. To the 
contrary, by  late-1911  he was ready  to enter 
professional baseball at  the highest level, 
proposing to organize a third major league.4

Early  that winter, Witman contacted other 
would-be ball club moguls, some of whom had 
participated in an earlier circuit with pretensions 
to major  league status. Organized by  baseball 
gadfly  George H. Lawson,  this unrecognized 
operation dubbed itself the United States 
League. But its affiliates were confined to small 
New England outposts, and this original USL 
went out  of business after only  several weeks of 
play  in May  1910.5 Witman had much grander 
plans than revival of a regional league. His 
circuit  would be a top echelon operation  and take 
up residence in cities that already  hosted major 
league clubs.
On January  4,  1912, Witman and his allies 
conducted an organizational meeting at the 
Hotel Imperial in Manhattan. Representing New 
York City  interests was Charlie White,  a 
prominent boxing referee and Tammany  Hall 
functionary. Major league venues like Brooklyn, 
Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, and Washington, as well 
as Richmond and Reading, also sent delegations 
to the meeting. During the nine-hour 
proceedings, a new professional baseball league, 
the United States League of Professional Baseball 
Clubs, was formalized, with declared intentions 
of stationing clubs in all of the above-mentioned 
cities,  plus an eighth site yet-to-be-approved.6 A 
follow-up meeting at  the Imperial on January  20 
yielded a slate of league officers, plus a USL 
constitution and by-laws. The eighth USL venue 
was still undecided, but Cleveland had emerged 
as the favorite.7 Afterwards, newly-elected league 
president Witman informed gathered reporters 
that ball players under  contract would not be 
recruited by  the USL, but that reserve clause 
holds on talent would not be recognized. “We are 
not  looking for  any  war  [with Organized 
Baseball],” said Witman, “but are ready  to 
defend our rights.”8 Stated intention to disregard 
the reserve clause,  however, was all that was 

required for  the baseball establishment to brand 
the new organization an outlaw league.
Several weeks later, President Witman clarified 
USL intentions. In a formal statement, he 
declared that the “United States League does not 
plan a war with organized baseball … and will 
recognize the reserve clause contained in 
contracts between players and clubs that operate 
under  the national agreement,  and shall deal 
only  with  players who are free agents.”9 But the 
USL intended to “go into the baseball business 
wherever  we please,”  including  territories 
occupied by  major league ball clubs.10 From his 
office in Reading, Witman subsequently 
elaborated on his formal remarks, explaining 
why  the new league did not  feel hamstrung by 
the reserve clause. “Does anyone for  a moment 
imagine that the 400 [players] held under 
contract  by  the other big leagues are all in this 
broad land of ours who can play  the game?”  he 
mused, rhetorically.11 The USL would fill its 
ranks from  the multitude of non-reserved minor 
leaguers, college and amateur players, and 
recently  retired stars not held under reserve. 
“There is no dearth of material from  which we 
can and will select the superiors of those who are 
tied up under  a reserve clause,”  Witman 

League president Wm. A. Witman
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declared. And the new  league would succeed in 
the end because “We have the grounds, we have 
the men, we have the money, we have the ability, 
and we have the enthusiasm.”12 That proposition 
would quickly be tested.
Foremost  among immediate league headaches 
was instability  in its flagship franchise in  New 
York. Club president White had not signed any 
ballplayers or a team  manager. The most 
pressing  problem  facing the New York club, 
however, was lack of a  place to play, as the NY 
G i a n t s a n d N Y H i g h l a n d e r s o c c u p i e d 
Manhattan’s existing ballparks. At first it was 
reported that White had secured playing grounds 
at 145th Street at the Harlem  River  in uptown 
Manhattan, but nothing ever came of that.13 
Then it was rumored, implausibly, that he 
envisioned building a ballpark atop the roof of 
Grand Central Station in  mid-town.14 Thereafter, 
White was said to be dickering a lease for  vacant 
grounds near  Dyckman Street in far-north 
Manhattan, but was having difficulty  closing a 
deal on the property.15 Finally, suitable ballpark 
locations in the Bronx were also being scouted.16

The New  York situation reached the crisis point 
as United States League leaders met  again in 
mid-March to adopt a  playing schedule for the 
1912 season. His prospects for securing adequate 
g r o u n d s s e e m i n g l y  e x h a u s t e d , W h i t e 
relinquished control of the New York franchise 
back to the USL.17 The new league’s problems, 
however, did not  end there. Brooklyn was also 
quitting, club boss Amos Hussey  indignant over 
Witman’s public acknowledgement that the USL 
would be putting less than a major league 
product on the field for  its maiden season and by 
the imminent selection of Chicago, rather than 
Buffalo,  as New York’s replacement.18 Still,  USL 
leaders forged ahead, adopting playing rules and 
an official baseball (the Goldsmith ball) for the 
coming season.19 But  it was back to the drawing 
board on the 1912 game schedule.
By  the time that the schedule was published, the 
United States League had undergone significant 
renovation, with  New York back in the mix. 
Charlie White had been supplanted as team 

president by  Luke A. Burke, a prominent Bronx 
contractor, while J.L. Devlin, involved in  “the 
chemical business,” took on the post of secretary-
treasurer.  A ballpark lease had also been secured, 
courtesy  of Billy  Jordan, owner of the Bronx 
Athletic Club and manager of its weekend 
semipro nine.20 The home of the New York 
Knickerbockers21 would be the Bronx Oval on 
163rd Street and Southern Boulevard,  enclosed 
grounds normally  used by  local high school, 
amateur, and semipro ball clubs. Before the Oval 
was fit to host a reputed major league team, roof 
repairs and other refurbishments needed to be 
undertaken, while the grandstand would be 
expanded to accommodate 6,000 patrons.22 
Meanwhile,  the affable Jordan, a middle-aged 
ex-minor  leaguer, was designated Knicks 
manager.23 That much accomplished, there still 
remained the daunting task of finding and 
signing  playing talent. In time, the player ranks 

NY club president Charlie White
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would be filled, but entirely  with nonentities, a 
collection of dubious minor leaguers24 and local 
semipro players. The only  “name” on the roster 
was 38-year-old first baseman-outfielder Joe 
Wall,  briefly  auditioned by  the NY Giants and 
Brooklyn Superbas a decade earlier.25

When the dust settled, the eight-club 1912 
United States League consisted of six  franchises 
situated in venues where they  would have to 
compete with an established National and/or 
American League team (New York, Chicago, 
Washington, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati,  and 
Cleveland); one facing direct minor league 
competition (Richmond),  and one having its host 
city  entirely  to itself (Reading).26 Although the 
Bronx Oval lay  in close geographical proximity  to 
the Polo Grounds and Hilltop Park (just  across 
the Harlem  River), Knickerbockers backers 
hoped that the club would be able to cultivate a 
loyal Bronx following. Those hopes, sadly, would 
soon be dashed.
The 1912 United States League Season: On 
May  1, 1912, the fledgling  circuit began play  with 
all eight clubs in action.  Opening Day’s marquee 
game was a Reading-New York clash at the 
Bronx Oval, with USL/Reading club president 
Witman among a respectable crowd of 2,500 in 
attendance.  Reading jumped to a quick 5-0 lead 
against wild Knicks hurler Sammy  Hope, a 
semipro pitcher from Long Island. But New 
York, behind the timely  hitting of catcher Frank 
Bruggy,27 eventually  knotted the score at 7-7. 
The game continued into extra  frames, with each 
side tallying three more runs in the tenth. With 
darkness setting in, umpire Henry  Tone then 
ended the proceedings,  leaving the two clubs 
with neither a win nor loss in their debut.28

The following day, an ominous precedent  was 
set. The Knicks lost to Reading and one-time NY 
Giants right-hander Jack Cronin,  6-2. And the 
Bronx Oval was near  empty, with only  300 
spectators paying their way  in.29 When the event 
repeated itself the following day  (a 13-8 loss to 
Reading before another meager  turnout), the 
New York Evening World captioned its news 
account: “U.S. League Club’s Start Not 
Encouraging: Team Playing to Slim Crowds in 

Ramshackle Park in Bronx, but Manager Billy 
Jordan Is Confident  of Ultimate Success of 
Venture.”  Notwithstanding the unpromising 
start, Jordan was upbeat.  “Of course, we’d like to 
have more fans see the games,” he said. “But 
we’ll stay  in the game if attendance drops to ten,” 
adding that “I guess no one ever  really  figured on 
big attendance here, but on the road a team  with 
New York on the breast of the shirt  is bound to 
be a  big card.”30 Unhappily, a road trip to 
Washington immediately  belied Jordan’s 
prediction; New York dropped a 17-9 decision to 
the Senators before a  “surprisingly  small crowd” 
at Union League Park.31 The following 

Joe Wall, c. 1902
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afternoon, an 8-6  defeat dropped the New  York 
record to 0-5-1.
On May  11, the Knicks broke into the win 
column, edging Reading, 6-5, “before a crowd 
that packed the [Reading] ballpark.”32 A five-run 
first-inning outburst gave the Knicks a quick 
lead, and pitcher Cy  Slocum  hung on for  the 
victory, despite surrendering eight base-hits and 
walking nine. The club then dropped its next four 
games. The Knicks’ second and final win came at 
the expense of the Richmond Rebels on May  17. 
Homers by  catcher Bruggy  and centerfielder 
Hudson and sharp work on the mound by 
Blondie Peterson highlighted a 4-3  triumph, 
achieved in a crisp one hour, 15 minutes. Seven 
straight losses followed, leaving the New  Yorkers 
in  the USL cellar  with  a 2-15-1  (.118) mark as the 
month neared a close.
By  that time, the United States League was 
teetering on  the brink of collapse, beset  with 
attendance problems. Crowds had been so small 
in  Cincinnati that the club had relinquished its 
home games and taken to playing entirely  on the 
road. Apart from Richmond, the gate was 
insubstantial in other USL venues, as well.  First 
to throw  in the towel was Cleveland Forest City 
(6-13), club president W.L. Murphy  disbanding 
the franchise on May  22.33 The end for the New 
York Knickerbockers came a few days later. On 
May  27, the Chicago Green Sox were scheduled 
to commence a series against New York at  the 
Bronx Oval.  But seeing only  about 50 customers 
in  the stands at  game time, the Sox  refused to 
take the field. The game was thereupon cancelled 
(rather than forfeited to New York) pending the 
arrival of league president Witman and the 
convening of an emergency  meeting of USL 
directors.34 At  the conclave’s conclusion, the 
weak-drawing New York and Washington (which 
had already  stopped playing games) clubs were 
dropped from  the United States League, while 
executives tried to figure out  how to proceed with 
the rump circuit that remained.35

The death blow  to the United States League was 
delivered days thereafter  – by  President Witman 
himself. Seriously  in  arrears on the Circus 
Maximus mortgage and with other debts 

plaguing him, Witman filed for  bankruptcy 
protect ion in federal distr ict court in 
Philadelphia.36 Simultaneously, the Reading club 
withdrew from the USL. Under newly-chosen 
league president Marshall Henderson of 
Pittsburgh,  the remaining USL magnates 
contemplated adding franchises in  St.  Louis and 
Indianapolis, and carrying on as a six-club 
circuit.37 In the meantime, the still-surviving 
nines played games of convenience among 
themselves.38 Before the end of June, it  was all 
over. The United States League of Professional 
Baseball Clubs was officially declared dead.
The Short-Lived USL Revival of 1913: In 
retrospect,  the collapse of the United States 
League was predictable. Indeed, its failure had 
been widely  forecasted by  the sporting press of 
the time.  The obstacles which the rookie circuit 
could not overcome included the hostility  of the 
established major leagues,  competitive pressure, 
fan indifference, internal dissension, and the 
inexperience/incompetence of USL leadership.39 

Frank Bruggy, c. 1923
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The franchises of the USL were, moreover, 
seriously  undercapitalized, with probably  no 
more than $25,000 maximum  being invested by 
each club’s backers.  This proved grossly 
inadequate. Prior  to the season’s start, the New 
York Sun had realistically  projected the 
Knickerbockers liabilities at about  $75,000, 
meaning that the club would need to draw some 
4,000 paid customers per  home game just to 
meet expenses.40 Needless to say, the Knicks 
barely  drew  a fraction of that  attendance figure. 
There was also a meager player pool for the new 
league to draw  from, given that the USL did not 
propose to breach the color  line and recruit the 
abundance of pre-Negro Leagues black 
ballplayers and/or  other non-white baseball 
talent  available.41 The closest thing to a major 
league-caliber player to don a 1912  Knicks 
uniform  had been either Joe Wall, a cup-of-
coffee big  leaguer  ten  seasons earlier, or  young 
Frank Bruggy, years later a backup catcher for 
the Philadelphia A’s. Last but  perhaps most 
important, there was no pressing need or great 
fan interest in a third major league – as the far 
better-financed Federal League would discover 
in 1914-1915.
Notwithstanding that,  rumors of a  United States 
League revival were published before the 1912 
season was out. That September, William T. 
McCulloch, formerly  secretary  of the USL 
Pittsburgh Filipinos, disclosed that a six-club 
circuit  was in the works for 1913, with franchises 
already  allotted to Pittsburgh, Chicago,  St. Louis, 
and Kansas City, with Cleveland and Cincinnati 
also likely  league sites.42 But, remarkably,  the 
real architect of the USL revival would be none 
other than erstwhile league boss William A. 
Witman. Having emerged from  bankruptcy 
proceedings with  his assets reasonably  intact, 
Witman threw himself into resurrecting the 
circuit.
On March 6, 1913,  a newly-reorganized United 
States League was given birth at the Hotel 
Imperial. This eight-club circuit,  however,  was 
much different than the Midwestern-based 
operation earlier  announced by  McCulloch 
(which had morphed into the rival Federal 

League, an independent minor league for the 
1913 season). Rather, the new  USL would consist 
entirely  of Eastern seaboard venues.43 Once 
again, the league would be going up against 
major  league competition, as franchises had been 
allotted to New York,  Brooklyn,  Philadelphia, 
and Washington. High minor  league clubs would 
present the competition in Baltimore and 
Newark, while USL clubs in Reading and 
Lynchburg, Virginia would have their host cities 
to themselves.44 Weeks later, league officers 
(Witman; president; Hugh McKinnon of 
Lynchburg: vice-president; Harvey  C. Boyer  of 
Reading: secretary) were selected during a 
follow-up meeting conducted at the Hotel 
Walton in Philadelphia. An ambitious 126-game 
scheduled was promulgated, with the USL 
season to run from  May  10 to September 27.45 
The identity  of USL club presidents was also 
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unveiled. In New York, an entirely  new regime 
had taken control, with the club presidency  being 
assumed by  Dave Driscoll, a New Jersey  semipro 
baseball entrepreneur  and wheeler-dealer.46 

Driscoll would do double-duty  for the New York 
club, serving as the Knickerbockers player-
manager,  as well.  One thing that the 1913 USL 
did have in common with its predecessor, 
however, was the quality  of its on-field product. 
As the year before, club rosters would be 
populated by  player names familiar only  to 
relatives and friends.47

On May  10, 1913, the new USL swung into action 
with a full slate of games, including a  clash 
between the visiting New York Knicks and the 
Newark nine, played at  the host  club’s Morris 
Park.48 New York prevailed, 3-1, in a crisply-
played game marred only  by  shaky  fielding (nine 
errors, combined) on both sides.  Knicks pitchers 
Watson, Kennedy, and Wilson held the opposition 
to six  widely-scattered hits,  while NY outfielders 
McKabe and Leeds (two base-hits each) were the 
batting stars. Regrettably, the game had not 
attracted much of a  gate, with the New York 
Times  estimating the “shivering crowd [at] about 
a hundred patrons if the band and grounds 
attachés were counted in.”49 Fearing that such 
paltry  attendance would not be sufficient to cover 
his $75 visitor’s guarantee, NY club boss Driscoll 
confiscated the collected gate receipts and 
announced that there would be no game the next 
day  unless Newark club management made up 
any guarantee deficiency beforehand.50

When Newark failed to make up the guarantee 
shortage, the Knickerbockers skipped their May  11 
USL game to play  a more financially-promising 
exhibition contest against a semipro nine in New 
Brunswick operated by  Driscoll. Back at Morris 
Park, umpire Collum, once informed of New 
York’s truancy, declared Newark a victor by 
forfeit.51 Meanwhile, a similar  situation was 
brewing in Washington, where the Brooklyn 
Bandits refused to take the field for a May  12 
game unless Washington management came up 
with the $75 visitor’s guarantee from  their  first 
meeting two days earlier. This prompted league 
president Witman to convene an emergency 

executive board meeting wherein the New York 
and Washington clubs were dropped from circuit 
membership. Henceforward, the United States 
League would carry  on as a six-club operation.52 
But  when attendance at the three USL games 
scheduled for May  13  was disappointingly  small, 
Witman threw in the towel. The United States 
League abandoned play  only  two games into its 
1913  schedule.53 And this time, the USL was dead 
for good.
In  the final analysis, the United States League was 
a thoroughly  ill-conceived venture, its pretension 
to major league status no more than wishful 
thinking, if not delusional. Today, the USL barely 
rates a footnote in annals of the game. And only 
the most obsessive of baseball researchers are 
familiar with the New York Knickerbockers – 
Gotham’s most obscure professional nine. This 
article has been an attempt to briefly  resurrect the 
life and times of that forlorn franchise.
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WASHINGTON PLAYERS HANDY
IN HOTEL FIRE

  

AID IN GETTING MEN AND WOMEN OUT
OF THE CADILLAC IN DETROIT

  

DETROIT—Walter Johnson,  Groom, Gandil, 
Milan, LaPorte and other  members of the 
Washington Baseball Club played a large part 
early  today  in helping to rescue several score 
of men and women caught in the Cadillac 
Hotel,  when fire swept the lower floor.  Smoke 
filled the stairways and corridors, making it 
almost impossible for  the men and women to 
grope their way  to the fire escapes and the 
ball players, hastily  aroused with the others, 
went to their assistance.
Although the fire was confined to the lower 
floors, some of the women fainted on the 
upper floors and were carried down the fire 
escapes by  the ball players. Several of the 
players were half overcome by  the smoke, but 
recovered after a  few  minutes in the open air. 
Nearly  everyone in the hotel was asleep when 
the fire started in the Turkish room. It 
quickly  spread through the lower floors, 
making its way  under  the marble floor  and 
between the walls. The heart of the blaze was 
directly  over the boilers and the firemen had 
difficulty  in reaching it. It was finally  flooded 
when the firemen cut through the second 
floor and played their hose through the holes.

(Pittsburgh) Gazette Times, September 16, 1912
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“Pittsburg,”  common at the time. Another 
reproduction, this one in striking  color, of a 
chromolithograph from  1915 was, according to 
the museum  label, commissioned by  Connie 
Mack and served as a  tribute to the recently-
deceased Rube Waddell. A  large and elegant 
image of Walter Johnson on an adjacent wall  is 
of the image used on his sought-after  T3 Turkey 
Red card.
A photograph from the Library  of Congress’ 
collection shows the Brooklyn Dodgers from 
1911, “pos[ing] on trolley  tracks running through 
the heart of the borough.” Nearby  is a ‘dead ball’ 
itself, this one from  1887  and pre-dating our 
period of inquiry. The label notes that  this 
particular vintage dead ball “belonged to Fred 
Ingersoll of Ilion, New York.”  Placed alongside is 
a modern ball used in Kenny  Rogers’ 1994 
perfect game. A Library  of Congress image of the 
1905-1906 Owosso, MI West Side Indoor  Base 
Ball Team  recognizes the creation of softball, 
known as “indoor  baseball,”  played in the winter 
months in the upper Midwest. Next to it is Ty 
Cobb’s player contract from  1908, on loan from 

CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
continued from page 1

the Baseball Hall of Fame. With  his “Tyrus R. 
Cobb”  signature at bottom, the contract  shows 
Cobb’s robust $4,000 annual salary  at a time, 
the label says, when the typical American League 
player was earning less than $400 annually.
A distinctive display  arranges vintage baseball 
cards around a diamond,  mixing Deadball Era 
players with Nineteenth Century  notables. At  the 
center is a  wonderful T3  Turkey  Red Christy 

Frankie Frisch’s shoes

Library of Congress

Reproduction of a print featuring Rube 
Waddell

Library of Congress

Charles Arnold’s catcher’s mask used 
between 1905 and 1914

Library of Congress
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Mathewson and,  in the batter’s position, is a 
T227  Ty  Cobb from  the rare Honest Long Cut 
and Miners Extra set. A T206 Fred Merkle mans 
first  base; a T222 Fatima portrays Art Phelan at 
second; a fielding pose of Jack Barry  on his T207 
card is at shortstop; and a T201  Mecca Double 
Folders card of Harry  Baker of the Kansas City 
Blues is at  third. The only  20th century  player  in 
the outfield is Tris Speaker, shown on his 
familiar T205 card.
Above a collection of “baseball facts” is a  cropped 
image of Boss Schmidt on his T3  Turkey  Red 
card. Below, on rotating blocks, are images and 
facts about Tinker, Evers, and Chance; the Fred 
Merkle game; recognition of Walter  Johnson 
becoming the first pitcher to strike out 3,000 
career batters; Cy  Young; and the first game of 
the 1903 World Series. These blurbs serve as an 
introduction to the period for museum-goers.
In a  section titled “The Promise of Baseball,” a 
Bain News Service photo showing the Buffalo 
Buffeds and the Brooklyn  Tip Tops, both  of the 
Federal League participating in a pregame 
ceremony  is meant  to hint at the restrictive 
nature of the reserve clause, as the players are 
near a sign saying “Base Ball Players are all 

human.”  In the same case is a  pair of Babe Ruth’s 
shoes,  worn between 1914  and 1921  and on loan 
from the Hall of Fame. Their  modest size belies 
Ruth’s large frame.  Included as part of the same 
theme, a reproduction of a 1917-1918 Bain News 
Service photo depicts a ballgame among soldiers 
in  France, presumably  on one of the 87  ballfields 
which were designed for  the use of men in the 
service. “Teams represented various units,” 
according to the label, “such as engineering, 
medical,  and transport and on any  given day 
some 200 games were played throughout the 
country.”
On display  also is the original sheet music by 
Will R. Anderson for “Tessie,  You are the Only, 
Only, Only”  from  1902. The song, of course, was 
adopted by  Boston’s Royal Rooters and sung 
with  chiding lyrics intended to rattle Honus 
Wagner  in particular in the 1903  World Series. A 
reproduction of a 1908 Lewis Hine photograph 
depicts an industrial league team. Two other 
reproductions of photographs are nearby: first  is 
the famous Ty  Cobb-Joe Jackson photograph 
from 1913  by  Louis van Oeyen. The label says 
that the two players “were cut from  similar  cloth” 
as both were “ambitious rural Southerners who 
became baseball’s greatest  hitters.” Then there is 
an image from 1913 of Jim  Thorpe, taken a year 
after  his famous performance at the Olympic 
Games.
Walter Johnson and Gabby  Street’s T201  Mecca 
Double Folders card is on display  along with 
more modern examples to highlight  the dearth  of 

Collection of baseball cards with 
Mathewson at the center

Photo by John M
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cM

urray



Page 32 - The Inside Game - Vol. XVIII, No. 5

statistics on early-century  baseball cards. Nearby 
is the silver  cup that Roger Peckinpaugh received 
for winning the 1925 American League Most 
Valuable Player Award, in the best season for the 
man who managed in the 1914 New  York 
Yankees while in his early twenties.

The Library  of Congress possesses an immense 
collection of baseball memorabilia, from  vintage 
documents to baseball cards. This exhibition 
offers only  a small sliver. The wide range of 
artifacts illustrates and complements the 
narrative of how baseball became dominant in 
the early  century. The Library  of Congress has 
included a good deal of breadth in this one-room 
exhibition, which  has been met with great fan 
interest.  It  will remain on display  through 
Summer 2019. Reproduction of the van Oeyen photo of 

Cobb and Jackson

Library of Congress

1908 Lewis Hine photo of an industrial league team

Library of Congress
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THANKSGIVING
(TUNE—“IF YOU CAN’T BE THANKFUL FOR WHAT YOU IS, BE THANKFUL FOR WHAT YOU AIN’T”)

I AM THANKFUL FOR THE JOB I’VE GOT; FOR THE KALE DOWN IN THE SOCK,
 I AM THANKFUL FOR THE DAILY PORK AND BEANS.
I AM THANKFUL WHEN I GET A CHANCE TO BOOST INSTEAD OF KNOCK

 AND I’M THANKFUL FOR A GOOD WARM SUIT OF JEANS.

I AM THANKFUL I’M NOT HANK O’DAY; NOR YET JOE BIRMINGHAM,
 I AM THANKFUL THAT I AM NOT CONNIE MACK,
I AM THANKFUL I’M NOT JOE JEANETTE, TO FIGHT WITH LANGFORD (SAM),
 AND DOUBLY GLAD I AM NOT JOHNSON (JACK).

I AM THANKFUL I AM NOT THE MAN WHO HANDLES HEINE ZIM,
 THAT I AM NOT PAT MORAN I GIVE MORE THANKS,
A TRIPLE MEED OF THANKFULNESS I GIVE THAT I’M NOT HIM

 WHO GETS THE JOB OF LEADING THOSE POOR YANKS.

I AM THANKFUL I’VE NOT FRED CLARKE’S JOB; THAT I’M NOT POOR ROBINSON,
 I AM THANKFUL THAT I DID NOT BUY THE FEDS,
BUT THE THING I AM MOST THANKFUL FOR IS THAT I’M NOT THE ONE

 WHOSE DUTY IT WILL BE TO LEAD THE REDS.

 HUGH S. FULLERTON, THE SEATTLE STAR, NOVEMBER 26, 1914
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GAMES/BIOPROJECT
New entries in the Games Project of interest 
to newsletter readers include accounts of Bert 
Daniels hitting for  the cycle in a July  1912 
contest, and of the October  1912  games 
wherein Owen Wilson and Joe Jackson set 
new league records for triples-hit, both by 
Mike Huber, and a Rick Bush  account of a 
June 1907  Detroit-Cleveland game that 
featured a home plate fight between Ty  Cobb 
and Naps catcher Harry  Bemis. Meanwhile, 
the BioProject has recently  published profiles 
of Deadball Era players Dean McClellan, 
Patsy  Gharrity, Gus Munch, Luther Smith, 
Bill Richardson, Carl Zamloch, and Joe 
McGinnity,  as well as Boston newspapermen 
Walter Barnes and Mel Webb. Be sure to 
check these out  if you have not already  done 
so.

NEW DEADBALL ERA
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

The Inside Game is pleased to welcome to the 
committee the following SABR members who 
have expressed interest in the Deadball Era: 

Chris Jones
Steve Leppert
Steve Porter

Charles Roussel
We look forward to their  active participation in 
committee endeavors.  These new committee 
m e m b e r s ,  a s w e l l a s o u r n e w s l e t t e r 
contributors, can be contacted via  the SABR 
directory.

MEMBERS RESEARCH INTERESTS
An ancillary  benefit  derived from reading the 
newsletters published by  other SABR 
committees is coming across features that The 
Inside Game can adopt (or steal). The October 
issue of Beating the Bushes,  the excellent 
Minor  Leagues Committee newsletter  edited 
by  Chuck McGill,  contains just  such a feature 
that might work for us: a box listing  research 
interests of committee members. Besides 
being informative in and of itself, such a listing 
would advise readers of other  DEC members 
who share their  particular passions and 
promotes the sharing of information,  and 
perhaps even collaboration on a project  of 
mutual interest. The listing  also serves 
researchers with an on-going project. 
Advertising the project via mention in the 
newsletter's members interest box  may 
prompt readers with helpful info to reach out 
to the researcher. The listing will be a simple 
one. For  example, Bill Lamb: Interests — 
George Davis; NY Giants ownership; Black Sox 
scandal/contact wflamb12@yahoo.com. We 
plan on instituting this new feature in the 
February  2019 issue of The Inside Game, and 
cordially  invite all DEC members who would 
like a listing in the box to contact the 
newsletter editor via the email address above. 
Thanks.
BTW, the October issue of Beating the Bushes 
contains an informative article on Salt Lake 
City's Bonneville Park by  DEC member Ron 
Selter. If you have not yet read it, the article 
can be downloaded from  the Minor  League 
Committee website.

by Hugh Deeney  (Philadelphia) Evening Public Ledger, June 2, 1916

HIGH SPOTS OF GIANTS’ GOODBYE DEFEAT BY PHILS

http://sabr.org/bioproject
http://sabr.org/bioproject
mailto:wflamb12@yahoo.com
mailto:wflamb12@yahoo.com
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THE INSIDE GAME: THE YEAR 2018 IN REVIEW
As in recent years past,  we close the 2018 run of 
The Inside Game with an accounting of what has 
been delivered to readers since our last report. 
First and foremost, we met  and exceeded – for the 
fifth consecutive year – our commitment to deliver 
at  least four  newsletter issues annually,  a tribute to 
staff and our relatively  small cadre of newsletter 
contributors.  The editor’s annual plea for  greater 
active DEC participation in the newsletter is set 
forth below. This year, reliable newsletter 
contributors Ron Selter, David Nemec, and Phil 
Williams were joined by  Mark S. Halfon, Susan E. 
Dellinger, and Lawrence S. Katz, all distinguished 
baseball authors but first-time contributors to The 
Inside Game (I think). In addition, this issue, as 
virtually  every  newsletter issue over  the past five 
years, features the informative and record-revising 
Deadball Era research of Herm Krabbenhoft. As in 
years previous,  all of this material received the 
careful pre-publication scrutiny  of Assistant  Editor 
Mark Dugo.
During 2018, we also received and were 
appreciative of news items and other useful 
material supplied by  committee members Cindy 
Thomson and Tom Flynn. Coverage of Deadball 
events at SABR 48 was augmented by  the 
excellent photography  of Dixie Tourangeau. And 
as always,  insight into this year’s Larry  Ritter 
Award winning work (From the Dugout to the 
Trenches, by  Jim  Leeke) was provided by  award 
committee chairman Doug Skipper, while the 
Chairman’s Column by  John McMurray  afforded 
readers insight into various Deadball-centric 
topics. Finally, the book review section, a reader 
favorite overseen by  Assistant Editor Dan Levitt, 
kept pace, providing critical analysis of 22  recently 
published works that touched, at least in part, on 
the game as played between 1901  and 1919. Many 
thanks to our book reviewers and all those 
mentioned in the paragraphs above.
Although the newsletter may  be taking 
undeserved credit for this, one of the gratifying by-
products of publishing The Inside Game has been 
stimulation of interest in the Deadball Era. The 
number of newsletter  readers from outside SABR 
is unknown to us.  But we would like to believe that 
the recent surge of interest within SABR itself – 
the DEC membership rolls are up by  almost 100 

over this time last year – is attributable, in some 
measure, to the frequent publication of a first-rate 
committee newsletter. Over  five 2018 issues, The 
Inside Game afforded readers approximately  165 
pages of Deadball-related news, research, 
interviews, commentary, and book reviews, all 
interspersed by  the engaging old news items, 
period cartoons, and other ephemera inserted into 
the newsletter by  design editor Bob Harris. 
Perhaps needless to say, this level of productivity 
far exceeded the output of any  other SABR 
committee newsletter.  To repeat a  familiar  refrain, 
however, the material published this past year  did 
not submit itself.  Rather,  it  was created/
discovered and then sent to us by DEC members.
As 2018 draws to a close and a new year for The 
Inside Game approaches,  we find our material 
cupboard almost bare. So, if we are to sustain  the 
production pace of the past five years, we need 
committee members to pitch in. In particular, we 
would like to add new contributors to the 
newsletter ranks. Whether or not you have had 
work published in the past is unimportant; 
newsletter staff stands ready  to furnish as much 
(or as little) assistance as contributors desire.  All 
that is required is interest  in  the Deadball Era and 
a willingness to commit  your research or 
commentary  to written form. Research  and news 
submissions can be emailed directly  to the editor 
at  wflamb12@yahoo.com, and will  be promptly 
acknowledged. Those wishing to do a  newsletter 
book review are encouraged to contact section 
editor Dan Levitt  at danrl@attglobal.net. Please 
come join us.
As I enter my  seventh  year as editor,  I want to 
recognize and thank newsletter staff colleagues 
Mark Dugo, Bob Harris, Dan Levitt (and the late 
Gail Rowe before Dan), and DEC Chairman John 
McMurray  for  their  tireless efforts in getting out 
the last 31  issues of The Inside Game. It  has been 
my  privilege to work with  them, and I look 
forward to our continued collaboration in 2019. 
And thanks, too,  to newsletter readers for  your 
interest and support. Hope to have you back out 
there next February. Till then, best  wishes for  the 
upcoming holiday season.
 Bill Lamb, Editor
 The Inside Game

mailto:wflamb12@yahoo.com
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