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Fitchburg, Massachusetts
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Jacksonville, Florida
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D: Dec 31 1988
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Joseph (C1)
Name: Joseph Strauss
it Real name: Joseph Strasser

B: Nov 1858
Ohio

Vi
1927 Sweetland, Leo BR :Vl;
1912 Weaver, George Daniel BR -
NOTES:

For those of you who missed the Cleveland convention, you missed a
great time! The Cleveland organizing committee did a super job and put on
a very enjoyable convention, We had about 20 people attend our committee
meeting and signed up 6 new members to the bio team. The new members are:

Debbi Dagavarian-Bonar (D4) of Hamilton, New Jersey
Larry Epke (E2) of Richton Park, Illinois

Howard Ehrhart (E3) of Chicago, Illinois

Bob Bailey (B4) of Goshen, Kentucky

Ed Maher (M3) of Attleboro, Massachusetts

Jerry Wright (W5) of Tyrone, Pennsylvania

In addition we added another new bio member this month. Mike Welsh of
St. Joseph, Missouri has joined thc committee. Mike’s code number will be
w4.

At our committee meeting, we discussed the questionnaire project. In
recent years this project has sort of fallen by the wayside. When Cliff
Kachline was chairman of this committee, he was very diligent at sending
questionnaires to each new player as he entered the major leagues. I’m
sorry to say that I have dropped the ball on this one. The best bet seems
to be to obtain a cover letter from the Hall of Fame and send the
questionnaires to the head of public relations for each team. It would
also help to design a new questionnaire with a required section and an
optional section. The optional section would contain the marriage
information, education; etc. We certainly don’t want the playvers to think
we’re nosy (even if we are). '

The suggestion was also made that we write local sports columnists and
send them a list of our missing players in that city in hopes that listing

them in a column may flush out a relative. Anyone want to write a few
letters?

It was also suggested that committee members send me a list of their
most wanted missing players. This would serve as a communication tool so
that if any other bio committee members know anything about the players in
question, the additional data may help track them down.

I also passed out two lists of missing players. One was a list of all
players who are missing deaths; the other was a list of players with
complete deaths but missing births. If anyone would like a copy of the
list, please let me know and I will send you one.




Pete Palmer gave me a list of umpires with no first name. If any
ambitious researcher would like to track down some of these guys and also
help the Umpires Committee, please contact me and I will send you a copy

of the list.

SCOREBOARD:
PERCENTAGE

Total Complete Names 99.441%
Total Complete Births 93.648%
Total Complete Deaths e z ' 49 .091%
Total Assumed Alive: - = | 46.951%
Total Bats - 90.020%
Total Throws 92.085%
Total Heights 91.041%
Total Weights 90.478%
Total Debut Dates 100.000%
Total Questionnaires 73.744%

TOTAL COMPLETION 91.8361%




Mystery of the Month

It last happened on October 2, 1920. And in 1990, it happens again.
A tripleheader!

#1 - Charles Thomas Reilly (Princeton Charlie) debuted with'golum?us in
1889. He lasted in the majors until 1897, when he closed out his major
league career with Washington. Bob Davids has researched his minor league
career which began in 1885 and ended in 1905. There is nothing especially
unusual here except that we list his birthdate as June 24, 1855. That
makes him quite old to begin his career and ancient when he ended his
career. His death notice in 1937 in Los Angeles listed his last name as
O’Reilly. He is buried in Calvary Cemetery in Los Angeles. Do we have the
wrong man? Also, does anyone know if he went to Princeton University?

#2 - A note in Sporting Life on July 7, 1906 which concerned old Cub
rlayers mentioned that Hanlon, the first baseman who came to Chicago from
California, was already dead. Years ago, we had listed this man as N. J.
Hanlon. We now list him as William Henry Hanlon, who was born March 16,
1865 and died March 18, 1951. He was born and died in Sacramento.
Obviously, this makes him a 38-year-old rookie. Does anyone know anything
about this guy?

#3 - Does anyone know the whereabouts of Chester Hoff? Hoff should be
the second-oldest living player. But I have written to him at three
different addresses and my letter keeps getting returned. My last attempt
was at the La Breeze Motel in Daytona Beach, Florida. My letter came back
with a note telling me that the motel had been torn down. Where do you
suppose a 99-year-old man would go?

Find of the Month

Another one of our Top 20 has been found! Bob Richardson has finally
solved the mystery of Frank Barrows. If you remember, he was the man who
had supposedly died in 1901, but played in an old-timers game in 1908. Bob
determined that the Frank Barrows who died in Fitchburg. Massachusetts was
the ballplayer. Good job! Barrows will be replaced on the Most Wanted List

by Hugh (One Arm) Daily, featured in the January 1990 Mystery of the
Month.
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