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      “Long John” Ewing 
was the first errant hurler.  
In 1891, he was unknow-
ingly ending his basic 
four-year career (53-63) 
with a laudable 21-8 rec-
ord for the New York 
Giants, his lone NL stat 
line.  His 2.27 ERA led 
the circuit, edging the 
vastly more highly re-
garded Charlie “Kid” 
Nichols of Boston, 2.39 
and teammate, “Hoosier 
Thunderbolt” Amos Rus-
ie, 2.55.  En mass the 
League had a 3.34 mark.   
     Ewing pitched against 
Cleveland eight times, 

(Continued on page 2) 

Cy Young’s Eerie Triple “E” Enigma 

    by Richard Dixie Tourangeau 

Co-Chairs’ Corner, 
Spring 2022 

Wow!  We are Becoming 
LIVE Again!  Which 
means that our “cylinders 
are clicking” as Stephen 
Soundheim and Leonard 
Bernstein left us humming 
from “West Side Story.” 

Our 13th “Frederick Ivor-

Campbell 19th Century 
Base Ball Confer-
ence” (The Fred) returns 
to the National Baseball 
Hall of Fame in Cooper-
stown, NY for the first time 
since 2019 (2020 post-
poned until 2021, then 
2021 became virtual).  This 
year’s “Fred” is April 29 & 
30, so please, email Peter 
Mancuso, prior to register-

ing to see if there is still 
space available at this 
time.  We do have anoth-
er program packed with 
great information and 
time for our usual social-
izing. 

Nineteenth Century 
Committee Members 
turned out in record num-

(Continued on page 5) 

A 
nother eccen-
tric episode 
ensconced 
within the Cy 

Young Epoch. 
     Exploring the Gil-
more, Ohio, Cyclone’s 
exalted career for the 
past two years has al-
ways proved to be en-
lightening, entertaining 
and evocative.  Evidence 
of his excellence and ex-
uberance is everywhere.  
But with expanded exca-
vations some extraordi-
nary enigmas emerge 
that elude explanation.  
Events not to be ex-
punged or exaggerated, 

but to be extrapolated and 
examined.  Simple exam-
ple: Why couldn’t the 
effortlessly elite Young 
efficiently excel against 
enemy pitchers whose 
surnames began with an 
“E”? 
     From 1891 through 
1894 three National 
League pitchers, out of 
the 150 who faced Young 
in the 19th century, had 
young Cy’s number (4-
14) despite the fact that 
over their careers they 
had a combined 293-330 
record.  No base ball log-
ic is equitable in this edu-
cational equation. 

Co-Chairs’ Corner           by Peter Mancuso 
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Cy Young’s Eerie Triple “E” Enigma (cont.) 

winning every game.  In four of 
those, Cy was the loser, 7-2, 8-7, 
3-2 and 4-2.  John was quite con-
sistent; even in the 8-7 game, the 
Spiders scored only two runs be-
fore the eighth inning.  In support 
of Ewing the Giants’ offensive 
clouts off Young were lineup-
wide, with Mike Tiernan and 
George Gore leading the hit pa-
rade.  John held the Lake Erie 
foes to a .203 average when Cy 
tossed, while NY hit .302.  
Catcher (mostly) Buck Ewing, 
John’s brother who was later 
elected to the Hall of Fame, 
helped NY whip Cleveland 13 of 
19 in club matchups. 
     Ewing, a Cincinnati native, is 
the only pitcher ever to conquer 
Young four times in one year as a 
complete-game opposing starter.  
Unfortunately John was unable to 
defend any title or try his arm 
versus Cy again as his health de-
teriorated by 1892.  He never 
pitched again and died of dreaded 
consumption in Denver in April 
1895.  Ewing threw two seasons 
(1888-89) for American Associa-
tion Louisville (14-43) and one in 
1890 for the Players’ League NY 
entry (18-12).  In those four 1891 
wins he was 3 for 16 off Cy 
while Young was 1 for 14 off 
him.  John was described as hav-
ing a sunny disposition and al-
ways genial.  Shrewd with his 
paychecks, he left $15,000 to his 
parents and siblings.  As the end 
neared Ewing told friends, 
“There are many in Cincinnati I 
love, I want them to know I have 
found peace.” Ballplayer buddies 
Henry “Farmer” Vaughn and 
“Long John” Reilly were two of 
the pallbearers. 
     Nearly equaling Ewing in 
1891 was journeyman Charles 

(Continued from page 1) “Duke” Esper, born Esbacher.  It 
was Young’s sophomore season 
and he was still getting acclimat-

ed to NL life, as was Esper, who 
pitched a combined 202 innings 
for three teams in his rookie 1890 
trial (13-11).  The lefty curveball-
er from Salem, New Jersey, was 
then with Philadelphia’s Phillies 
and started against Cy (27-22) 
three times, winning 5-3, 9-3 and 
5-4 (10 innings).  In a fourth out-
ing Duke was tied 4-4 with Henry 
Gruber (17-22) in the fourth in-
ning when, with the bases packed 
it began to pour. Forty-five 
minutes later the game resumed 
and Cy came on in relief.  He 
gave up a run-scoring fly ball and 
then more runs, the first few 
owned by ensured loser Gruber.  
Ten hits later the final was 12-5.  
Young beat Philly three times that 

season, but never Esper.  Mean-
while Duke (20-15) lost two of 
three nail-biters to Cy’s partner 
Lee Viau (18-17) contributing to 
the 10-10 season draw of the 
squads.  Philly finished fourth and 
Cleveland fifth. 
     Esper pitched several more 
years, ending 6-6-1 with Young 
and 101-100 for his career.  In-
cluding “no decisions,” he faced 
Young 17 times, second only to 
Nichols’ 20.  SABR’s Obi-Wan 
Kenobi of 19th century players, 
Dave Nemec, points this out in his 
unsurpassed tome, “ML Baseball 
Profiles 1871-1900.”  But Nemec 
didn’t catch the Cy connection 
with the other two 1890s “E”s.  
After topping the NL with 28 loss-
es for cellar owner Washington in 
1893, Esper (5-10) was left in to 
endure a 29-hit humiliation by 
Cy’s Spiders in July 1894, losing 
23-4.  Sold to Baltimore a week 
later, Duke, who developed a her-
alded “slow drop” pitch, was a 
crucial cog for the Orioles pennant 
winners in 1894-95-96 (34-19).  In 
July 1895, in a slight degree of re-
venge, Young edged Esper 1-0. An 
elated Cy singled and scored the 
only run. 
     In late April 1897, Esper (1-6) 
and Young (21-19) faced off for 
the last time.  In only the sixth 
game of the season, later respecta-
ble Cleveland was 0-5 (69-62-1), 
and soon-to-be-abysmal St. Louis, 
2-3 (29-102-2). Duke and Cy were 
6-6 in their career engagements.  A 
desperate rally by the home 
Browns erased a 6-4 deficit in the 
ninth and the bases were filled 
with two outs.  A deep fly to right, 
which would have won the game 
and given Esper (two hits) a final 
victory easement over Young, was 
grabbed by the fleet-footed Native 

(Continued on page 3) 

Long John Ewing 
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American rookie phenom, Louis 
Sockalexis, ending the game as the 
only Spider draw of that campaign. 
Esper lost his next six starts before 
eking by defending NL champ Bal-
timore 6-4 in June, his only win. 
Rabid Baltimore fans didn’t mind 
their old friend’s victory, especially 
when he smacked out three hits to 
help his own cause. Duke finished 
up with St. Louis in 1898 and in 
1899, Young and a few other veter-
an Spiders were suddenly shipped 
to St. Louis to be the revamped and 
renamed “Perfectos.” Esper’s last 
game was July 12, 1898, a 7-1 loss 
in New York. 
     Esbacher died in Philadelphia in 
late August 1910 from complica-
tions of Bright’s Disease.  He had 
operated an oyster restaurant for 
several years in the city. 
     Young’s trifecta of “E” Doom 
ends with Philip Sydney “Red” Eh-
ret, a Louisville son. Ehret played 
in the American Association with 
the hometown Colonels from 1889-
91 (48-57), which included helping 
to capture the AA pennant in 1890 
(24-14, 2.53 ERA, second best). 
Red, pitcher Scott Stratton (34-14, 
2.36) and batting titleist Bill 
“Chicken” Wolf (.363) were the 
stars of Louisville’s sole champion-
ship. They also came from behind 
to tie NL Brooklyn (3-3-1) in the 
post season “world series” with Eh-
ret evicting Tom Lovett (30-11) 
twice, and saving (some claim win-
ning) a third game, 9-8.  Playing 
the seventh game in freezing 
weather, Ehret had two hits, scored 
and downing Lovett, 6-2. Now en-
trenched, Mother Nature prevented 
a true championship game from 
ever being played. 
     Eventually Red found himself in 
Pittsburgh for 1892-93-94, hurling 
977 innings as a (53-59) Pirate.  He 

(Continued from page 2) was not much of a factor in Cy’s 
pitching life (1-1) until 1894 when 
he was Young’s sharpest thorn. 

Ehret (19-21) accomplished “an 
Ewing,” the only other pitcher ever 
to win four games from Cy in a 
season, but he did so unconven-
tionally, with assists from good 
timing and fortune. 
     On May 11, Ehret faced Cleve-
land’s George “Nig” Cuppy (24-
15) at Exposition Park along the 
Allegheny River. Nig forged to a 6
-1 lead, but soon the Spiders led by 
just one in the seventh and Cy was 
brought in to quell the uprising.  
He escaped more trouble then but 
in the eighth he gave up two runs 
on four hits and lost 7-6.  In the 
rally Ehret had knocked in one (or 
two runs, depending of which pa-
per you read) while Connie Mack 
(.247) and the .303 Boys, Lou 
Bierbauer and Patsy Donovan, 
supplied the rest of the offensive 
excitement. Two weeks later at 

League Park, Young (26-21) 
started against Frank Killen (14-
11). 
     A Pittsburgh-born hero, Killen 
led the NL with 36 wins in 1893, 
but Cy had nipped him 2-1 (due 
to an error) on the eve of that re-
cent 7-6 relief debacle. A stunned 
crowd watched as an exasperated 
Killen (career 7-6 versus Cy) de-
parted after one out and four hits 
in the opening frame.  In came 
Ehret to extricate the Pirates, in-
heriting a huge mess embodied 
by four Cleveland tallies. Emer-
gency entrant Red tossed 8.2 sol-
id innings and pocketed a 6-5 win 
over Young, behind the Year-of-
the-Hitter bats of the “Joltin’ 
Jakes,” Beckley (three hits, .345) 
and Stenzel (three runs, .352).  
These two “rip up the script” vic-
tories put Ehret in position for a 
July 8-0 rout over Cy (his only 
shutout in run amok 1894) and 
then an 11-6 triumph in August, 
to match Ewing’s quad mark. 
     Ehret pitched through June 
1898 for St. Louis, Cincinnati 
and finally back in Louisville to 
end his major league career (139-
167).  On April 27 in Louisville, 
elder Red opposed Cleveland 
rookie Lewis “Sport” McAllister 
(1-2).  To entice future research-
ers those pesky base ball gods 
always like to embellish a seem-
ingly meaningless game with 
some drama. After six innings, 
the rookie had total control, 8-2, 
but the Colonels plated four runs 
in the seventh.  Thanks to Ehret’s 
triple in the eighth, the score was 
tied and two batters later Louis-
ville scored again, 9-8. 
     Young (25-13) was called in 
to halt the base path riot, which 
he did by inducing a nifty bases-
loaded double play. With a 

(Continued on page 4) 

Cy Young’s Eerie Triple “E” Enigma (cont.) 

Duke Esper 
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 Cy Young’s Eerie Triple “E” Enigma (cont.) 

slugfest win about etched, euphoric 
Red nearly exorcised his stroke of 
good luck by loading the bases with 
Spiders in the ninth with one out.  
Reliever Cy eyed stealing the game, 
which would be the last of his epic 
battles against his “Killer E” neme-
sis trio. But a home force out and 
pop to shortstop extinguished the 
rally and Cy emerged with a simple 
appearance stat, completing his “E” 
odyssey at 10-15-1.  Victor Ehret (3
-7, 5-4 versus Cy lifetime) had also 
singled and doubled and William 
“Dummy” Hoy (.304) had three 
hits, the last bringing in the winning 
run. 
     Red’s right arm held out for an-
other six years in the minors and he 
then umpired there for a short time. 
He lived and worked at a saloon in 
Memphis before settling in Cincin-
nati. His health faltered by the late 
1930s and he became an “inmate” at 
the Hamilton County Home (1940 
Census) until he died in July 1940 at 
Cincinnati General Hospital. Papers 
in Cincinnati, Louisville and Mont-
gomery, Alabama, site of his last 
minor league tosses the day after the 
San Francisco Earthquake, told of 
his death. Those outlets and The 
Sporting News explained that mayor 
James Garfield Stewart, who saw 
his idol Ehret pitch in the first big 
league game he attended in 1897, 
gave a eulogy.  It was claimed that 
Phil Ehret sowed good feelings 
wherever he went; most fans 
thought him to be a big-hearted, af-
fable person, a credit to the game 
and someone ever ready with a hu-
morous story.  Ehret’s Montgomery 
swan-song loss came against South-
ern League Nashville when they 
erupted for seven runs in the fifth 
for a 9-1 lead. Cy Young’s final 
game in 1911 was quite similar. 

(Continued from page 3)      Hamilton Home was the Metro 
Cincy poorhouse, Ehret resided 
there on $5 month from a special 
baseball-managed indigent help 
fund and friends’ donations. Red 
had been given an NL “silver 

pass” to attend games at Crosley 
Field, but he never used it as he 
was too impaired to get around. 
As death neared Red disposed of 
his “estate,” the pass and a pair of 
tattered slippers.  He gave them to 
his friend Joseph Perry (died 
1957), the newspaper delivery-
man who visited the hospital dai-
ly and did many kind favors for 
the old ballplayer. Reds’ stars of 
the ’20s Larry Kopf, Raymond 
“Rube” Bressler, Eugene 
“Bubbles” Hargrave and multiple 

20-game winner and 1963 Hall 
Inductee Eppa Rixey were pall-
bearers along with ’90s pal 
Hoy.  A pauper’s Potter’s Field 
grave had awaited Ehret but 
was denied his occupancy 
when an anonymous fan paid 
$250 for a proper Porkopolis 
burial.  NL brass reimbursed 
that charity-minded baseball 
enthusiast $150. 
     During his career Young 
defeated only one foe four 
times in a season, Chicago’s 
Bill Hutchison (36-36) in 1892, 
the guy he won his first game 
from.  Aside from Esper, eight 
pitchers, including Nichols and 
George Mullin, bested Cy three 
times in a year.  In return 
Young edged a dozen hurlers 
thrice each during one cam-
paign or another. But he was 
not at ease with the Es. 
     Epilogue: On the day John 
Ewing died both Ehret and Es-
per won slugfest games, Cy 
was off.  In his next baseball 
life in the 20th century Ameri-
can League (and six weeks, 11 
games in the NL), Young faced 
another 109 moundsmen, none 
of whom had a surname begin-
ning with “E.”  Against other 
“vowels” Cy was 20-14-2 for 
his career. 
This article was assembled 
thanks to several Cy Pitching 
Charts created by the author, 
with equivalent assistance from 
Retrosheet, ICI player sheets 
courtesy of Cassidy Lent at the 
Hall Library and a half-dozen, 
game date-related city newspa-
pers gathered from Newspa-
pers.com and Genealo-
gybank.com. Thanks also to 
college-friend proofreaders 
Arnie Cann and Barry Gilbert. 

Red Ehret 
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History.  The entire day-long 
program of presenters, both 
baseball and non-baseball 
(Interdisciplinary) historians 
have agreed to participate in, 
what is for our Committee, its’ 
sixth City/Regional specific 
19cBB Interdisciplinary Sympo-
sium.  Thanks to the  SNE Chap-
ter, we feel it is a very impres-
sive program (see the full listing 
of presenters and their topics of 
discussion in this issue of our 
quarterly newsletter).  Our Sum-
mer 2022 (July 1st) issue of 
“Nineteenth Century Notes” will 
contain full details of this event 
and how to register. 

Finally, our 2022 MLB full sea-
son of 162 Games is about to get 
underway.  May your favorite 
MLB and MiLB team(s) play 
their way to the postseason. 

Bob and Peter, Co-Chairs, “…

because, baseball history is not 

only baseball history.”   

Co-Chair’s Corner (cont.) 

bers to vote in this year’s Primary 
Election for the 2022 19th Century 
Baseball Overlooked Legend.  
OL Project Co- Chairs, Adam Da-
rowski and Joe Williams and their 
committee worked out an all new 
approach to provide our SABR 
members a fully balanced slate of 
candidates for the Final Election 
that will commence in June.  See 
Adam’s report on the Primary Elec-
tion in this issue. 

SABR’s National Convention will 
also be live again, after two years 
of SABR having to produce the 
Convention virtually.  The dates 
are August 17 – 21, 2022 to be held 
in its’ originally planned venue, the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel located at the 
Inner Harbor, of Baltimore, MD.  
Registration has already begun, so 
see the SABR website for complete 
information. 

Our 19cBB Speakers Series will 
wrap-up Season II in May and will 
embark on Season III, nine consec-

(Continued from page 1) utive, second Tuesday’s of 
each month from Sept. 2022 
through May 2023. This virtu-
al initiative of Co-Chair, Bob 
Bailey began in the fall of 
2020 to keep the Committee 
active in the face of the pan-
demic and proved to be very 
popular. There is a call for Re-
search Presentation Abstracts 
out to all Committee members 
with a deadline of April 18th, 
please submit yours. 

Southern New England 19th 
Century Baseball Interdisci-
plinary Symposium (SNE 
19cBB Interdisciplinary 
Symposium) will be held 
“LIVE”, on Saturday, Novem-
ber 12, 2022 at Rhode Island 
College (RIC) in Providence, 
RI.  This Symposium is collab-
oration among our Nineteenth 
Century Committee, the 
Southern New England La-
joie-Start Chapter of SABR 
and RIC’s Department of 

Canadian Honour To Bill Humber 

T 
he New Year brought a 
Canadian National Hon-
our to Committee Mem-
ber Bill Humber. 

     Bill was named a Member of the 
Order of Canada. The award is giv-
en to those who “ have changed our 
nation’s measure of success and, 
through the sum of their accom-
plishments, have helped us build a 
better Canada.” 
     Bill was recognized for “his 
contributions as Canada’s premier 
baseball historian, who has high-

 

lighted the key ways in which 
the sport’s history is linked to 
our nation. “ 
     Bill has been a frequent con-
tributor to the annual Frederick 
Ivor-Campbell Nineteenth Cen-
tury Baseball Conference in 
Cooperstown. 
     In 2018 Bill was inducted 
into the Canadian Baseball Hall 
of Fame. 
     Congratulations to William 
Arthur Humber on this well-
deserved appointment. 
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Canadian Baseball in the 1800s        by Andrew North 

I 
n the spring of 2022 SABR 
will be publishing a book 
entitled Our Game, Too: The 
Development of Canadian 
Baseball. A joint initiative of 

the Centre for Canadian Baseball 
Research and SABR’s Hanlan’s 
Point (Greater Toronto) chapter, 
the book consists of 50 essays that 
shine the spotlight on the influen-
tial figures and milestone events, 
many of them lesser known, that 
shaped baseball’s historical devel-
opment in Canada. 

This article is intended as a sneak 
preview of Part I of the book, 
which covers the 19th century. A 
general overview of the century’s 
activity will be followed by dis-
cussions of selected images used 
to illustrate the text. 

Overview 

As the middle of the nineteenth 
century saw the rapid spread of 
baseball in the United States both 
westward and southward from its 
geographical hub in the Greater 
New York area, and Brooklyn in 
particular, so too did the game 
expand its footprint in Canada. 
From the 1850s through the 
1870s, the game developed from 
its purely recreational folk roots 
to become more organized and 
structured. The ever-evolving 
rules gradually stabilized, as the 
New York game became more 
firmly established as the preferred 
style of play. The center of this 
Northern baseball universe, the 
Canadian equivalent to Brooklyn, 
if you will, was Southwestern On-
tario. 

The 30-year period beginning in 
the early 1850s encompassed all 

other colorful and influential char-
acters involved with baseball in 
Canada in the nineteenth century. 
The aforementioned Bob Addy 
was the first star player developed 
in Canada, playing at various 
times with such luminaries as Al 
Spalding, Cap Anson, and Ross 
Barnes, but he oddly disavowed 
any link to his native Canada, 
claiming instead a birthplace of 
Rochester, New York. Al Spink 
left Quebec City to pursue a jour-
nalism career in the United States, 
eventually founding “The Bible of 
Baseball,” The Sporting News, 
and later producing one of the ear-
liest attempts at a comprehensive 
history of baseball, The National 
Game, in 1910. And William Gal-
loway was a hockey and baseball 
star growing up in Dunnville, On-
tario, at the mouth of the Grand 
River. When he played third base 
for the Woodstock Bains of the 
Class-D Canadian League in 
1899, he became the first Black 
Canadian to play in Organized 
Baseball, and the last Black to 
play in what was recognized as 
Organized Baseball until Jackie 
Robinson in Montreal in 1946. 

The Beachville Game 

The book’s first article is about 
one of baseball’s earliest docu-
mented games, played in Beach-
ville, near Woodstock, in 1838. 
The game was not reported until a 
submission to Sporting Life maga-
zine in 1886, some 48 years later, 
so that there has been some con-
troversy regarding the authenticity 
of the claim and its details. Our 
essay addresses the controversy, 
and provides some more recently 
discovered supporting evidence. 

(Continued on page 7) 

of these pioneering develop-
ments, virtually all of them hap-
pening in Southwestern Ontario: 
The first baseball club was 
formed (in Hamilton in 1854). 
The first international baseball 
match was played (in what is 
now Niagara Falls, Ontario, in 
1860). The first Canadian player 
reached the major leagues (Bob 
Addy from Port Hope, Ontario, 
in either 1871 or 1876). The first 
professional league in Canada 
was formed (the Canadian Asso-
ciation of 1876). Canada’s first 
international championship was 
attained (by the International As-
sociation’s London Tecumsehs 
in 1877). And the most extensive 
international tour to date by a 
Canada-based team was under-
taken (by the St. Thomas Atlan-
tics in 1882). 

The nineteenth century not sur-
prisingly featured various other 
firsts as well. The end of the cen-
tury saw the formation of both 
the Montreal Royals and the To-
ronto Maple Leafs, two of Cana-
da’s most enduring and best-
known franchises. And during 
the 1870s the rivalry between 
London and Guelph, driven by 
the civic boosterism of business-
men Jake Englehart of London 
and George Sleeman of Guelph, 
led to the increased use of im-
ported professional players, re-
flecting a similar trend that had 
developed earlier south of the 
border. Oil baron Englehart left 
the greater legacy of the two out-
side of baseball, but it could be 
argued that brewer Sleeman is 
the single most important figure 
in Canadian baseball history. 

Of course, there were numerous 
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At the center of the debate is  
Adam Ford, a doctor in St. 
Marys, Ontario, and the town’s 
mayor. Ford was vibrant and 
active, very involved in sports, 
especially curling and baseball.  
Ford’s marriage into respected 
and prestigious local family did 
wonders for both his social 
standing and his political aspira-

tions. It is that high social stand-
ing that made Ford’s subsequent 
involvement in a local scandal, 
and suspicion of murder, seem 
so shocking. His reputation in 
tatters, he decamped to Denver 
in 1880, whence he penned the 
Sporting Life letter. 

Ford’s damaged reputation is 
also at the root of the Beachville 
controversy, as his overall relia-
bility has been called into ques-
tion. If you’re not familiar with 
the scandal, you’ll just have to 
read the article in the SABR 
book on Canadian Baseball. 

First International Game 

The first international baseball 
game, i.e. one played between 
baseball teams from two differ-
ent countries, was played in 
1860 between the Burlingtons of 
Hamilton and Queen Citys of 
Buffalo, at a place called Clif-

(Continued from page 6) 
 

Canadian Baseball (cont.) 

ton. This was long presumed to 
be in the vicinity of Buffalo, 
which proved correct. But Clif-
ton was the name of what is now 
part of Niagara Falls, Ontario, so 
that the first international game 
was played in Canada. 

One year earlier there had been a 
game that fell just short of quali-
fying for the “first” title. In 1859 
a group of English cricketers 
toured Canada and the United 
States, picking up a few stray 
locals along the way. In Ottawa 
they were joined by Godfrey 
Phipps Baker, Ottawa’s postmas-
ter. Later that summer in Roch-
ester, the cricketers experiment-
ed with a game of baseball in 
addition to their wicket endeav-
ors. In the baseball game, the 
first home run was hit by the Ot-
tawa postmaster, earning him the 
sobriquet (at least from us) the 
Original Home Run Baker. 

Bob Addy 

Mention was made earlier of 
Bob Addy and his illustrious 
teammates. Most Canadian-born 
professional players in the 19th 
century acquired their baseball 
skills after having moved south 
of the border. Not so with Addy, 
Canada’s first home-grown star. 

Addy was a regular with the 
Rockford Forest Citys during the 
latter half of the 1860s. The For-
est Citys were one of the better 
teams of their era, possibly only 
a single stratum below some of 
the powerful Brooklyn teams. It 
was the 1867 team, however, 
that left its mark.  

It was in 1867 that the Nationals 
of Washington embarked upon 
their western tour. The Nationals 

were a powerhouse assemblage, if 
not overtly professional then at 
least covertly so. The players were 
not paid directly to play baseball, 
but they were provided jobs in 
various government departments 
in Washington. They spent little 
time at these jobs, concentrating 
instead on honing their baseball 
craft. Their shortstop and captain 
was George Wright, likely the 
greatest player of the era. Their 
tour was intended to showcase the 
high level of baseball played in 

the east, but also to promote the 
game in the (perceived) hinter-
lands. Understandably, they en-
countered little in the way of seri-
ous opposition, winning most of 
their games by large margins. In 
Chicago, they faced the Rockford 
Forest Citys, who defeated them. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Bob Addy 
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It was a stunning result, and the 
game is considered by historians 
one of the most important of the 
entire 19th century. And Bob Addy 
was right in the middle of things, 
his success at that high level of play 
a testament to his skills. 

All-Canadian Batteries of the 19th 
Century 

The first occurrence of a major 
league battery featuring both a Ca-
nadian-born pitcher and a Canadian
-born catcher was with the New 
York Gothams of 1883. The pitcher 
was Tip O’Neill, the slugging out-
fielder for the champion St. Louis 
Browns clubs later in the decade. 
The catcher, a left-handed one at 
that, was a fellow named Jack 
Humphries. 

Humphries’ story is an interesting 
one. He was born in the hamlet of 
North Gower (pronounced Gore), 
Ontario, just outside Ottawa. His 
career took him from North Gower 
to Cornell (to study Latin and 
Greek), to New York to catch 
O’Neill and Mickey Welch. Along 
the way he married a woman whose 
father was involved with the inven-
tion of the typewriter; unfortunate-
ly, the father hoped to use his new 
machine as a means of communi-
cating with the dead. Humphries’ 
own father was the poet Rolfe 
Humphries. In his poem Polo 
Grounds, father writes: 

Remember Mathewson, Ames, and 
Donlin, Buck Ewing, Rusie, Smil-
ing Mickey Welch? 
Remember a left-handed catcher 
named Jack Humphries, 
Who sometimes played the outfield, 
in ’83? Not bad for a kid from 
North Gower. 

(Continued from page 7) Joe Page 

Joe Page was known as the father 
of baseball in Quebec after a 60-
year career of playing, admin-
istration and promotion. He too 
led an interesting life. He was an 
Englishman, but he had a some-
what peripatetic upbringing due 
to the proclivities of his parents. 
His father was a well-known con 
man, his mother a famous pick-
pocket. The household fled from 
London authorities to the U.S., 
settling briefly in the Detroit/
Windsor area after a number of 
stops, and finally moving to 
Montreal following a well-
publicized stabbing incident. 

It was in Montreal that Page’s 
baseball, organizational and pro-
motional skills all came together. 
He played on, and helped found, 
the Montreal Baseball Club in 
1890, the city’s first overtly pro-
fessional club. He later embarked 
upon a long career with the Cana-
dian Pacific Railroad (CPR) as a 
promotion man.  

Page was responsible for expand-
ing CPR’s business beyond the 
greater Montreal area. He ven-
tured east to Quebec City, then 
further east still towards New 
Brunswick. Baseball was at the 
heart of his strategy. As he trav-
elled, he would form new leagues 
made up of cities joined by the 
CPR lines: the teams and their 
fans would use his trains to travel 
to their games. 

Page’s influence was widespread. 
He was responsible for the group 
that brought professional baseball 
back to Montreal with the final 
(and most successful) incarnation 
of the Montreal Royals in 1928. 
He was the owner of several pa-

tents relating to railway opera-
tions. He twice brought the Na-
tional Association convention to 
Montreal. He was a correspond-
ent for Sporting Life, and editor 
of the Canadian edition of the 
Spalding Guide, his journalistic 
activity earning him honorary 
membership in the Baseball Writ-
ers Association of America. 
When he died in 1947 following 
complications from an illness 
contracted at the 1946 World Se-
ries, it was considered a fitting 
end, as Page had attended every 
World Series since the first in 
1903. 

Bill Galloway 

William Henry “Hippo” Gallo-
way was born in Buffalo to Cana-
dian-born parents, and moved to 
Dunnville, Ontario at about the 
age of six. He was an exceptional 
athlete, starring at both lacrosse 
and hockey in addition to his 
summer baseball. His hockey 
skills were such that he may have 
been the first Black player in am-
ateur hockey in Ontario, and he 
was able to continue playing 
hockey at the senior level in 

(Continued on page 9) 

Joe Page 



northern Ontario long after his 
baseball career had ended. 

That short baseball career was a 
noteworthy one. In 1899, the 
town of Woodstock, some 75 
miles west of Dunnville, hosted 
a team in the Canadian League. 
The team was named the Bains 
after a local wagon maker. The 
Canadian League was a Class D 
league under the umbrella of 
Organized Baseball. Galloway 
joined the Bains in 1899, play-
ing mostly third base. He there-
by became the first Black Cana-
dian to play Organized Base-
ball. He was soon forced to 
leave the team when several 
white teammates objected to his 
presence, continuing his career 
with the Cuban X Giants, a 
Black barnstorming team, the 
next season. He had made his 
mark, though: He was the last 
Black to play Organized Base-
ball until Jackie Robinson in 
Montreal in 1946. 

Postscript 

Part II of the book covers the 
20th century. Longtime SABR 
members will remember the 
contributions of researcher Al 

Kermisch. His “From a Re-
searcher’s Notebook,” a miscel-
lany of unrelated items of his-

torical interest, was a regular 
feature in the Baseball Re-

search Journal, often at the 
end. Our book closes with a 
Canadian equivalent to his 

Notebook. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Bill Galloway in 1899 Woodstock Team Picture.                              

Galloway is in the middle of the top row 



T 
he members of the Nine-
teenth Century Committee 
put in an amazing perfor-
mance already this base-

ball season with a record turnout in 
the Nineteenth Century Overlooked 
Base Ball Legend Preliminary Elec-
tion. 227 ballots were placed, beat-
ing the previous record of 218. 
     This year the Preliminary Ballot 
was split into four tracks: Players 
from the Major Leagues (1876–
1900) (denoted as “PL” in the ac-
companying table), Pioneers/
Contributors (PC), Managers/
Executives/Umpires (MEU), and 
Black Baseball (BB). In an effort to 
ensure the final ballot is populated 
with a diverse set of candidates, the 
top three vote-getters from each 
track will be placed on the Final 
Ballot. 
     We will have several first time 
finalists this year. Moses Fleetwood 
“Fleet” Walker had an impressive 
showing in the Black Baseball 
track, but also finished sixth overall 
among the Committee vote. Lip 
Pike will also be a first-time finalist 
as he finished second in the Pio-
neers/Contributors category. Ben 
Shibe and Jim Mutrie placed sec-
ond and third, respectively, among 
Managers/Executives/Umpires. 
This was also Shibe’s first appear-
ance on a Preliminary Ballot and he 
carried it straight through to a Final 
Ballot appearance. 
     The Final Election for our four-
teenth selection will take place this 
summer. 
     At right is complete Preliminary 
Election Results. Highlighted 
names will appear on Summer bal-
lot. 

  

Overlooked Legend Preliminary Ballot Results  

                                                  by Adam Darwowski 
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-Larry McCray of the Origins 
Committee sends along some 
notes on navigating the Pro-
toball site (protoball.org):    
1. The Protoball Chronolo-
gy:  Over 1900 entries, about 
one-half before 1845 and 
one-half from 1846-1871.  
This collection gathered data 
from the Origins Cttee's 
"Spread of Base Ball" pro-
ject, which SABR HQ put 
into a website, one that was 
hosted by Project Retrosheet 
later on.  This collection was 
seeded by an origins timeline 
compiled by John Thorn and 
Tom Heitz. 
2. From: ProtoBall: The Pre-
Pro data base of early clubs 
and early base ball games: 
About 10,000 clubs and 
about 3800 games.  Separate-
ly, we post about 5100 early 
games in Bob Tholkes' 
"RIM" collection, about 5% 
of which precede 1857 and 
95% were played 1858-
1865.  Richard Hershberger 
provided his collection of 
hundreds of early clubs to 
this data base.  
3. 19C Clippings: over 9000 
news clippings collected by 
Richard Hershberger, 1700 of 
them from before 1870.  Now 
open to new additions. 
4.Block's research on English 
ballplaying:  over 500 finds 
turned up in research on Da-
vid's two fine books and Eng-
lish play.  
5. ProtoPix:  [In Pro-
cess] John Thorn has offered 
his collection of thousands of 
images of early base ball; we 
will need volunteers to help 
curate this collection. 

6. ProtoStats: Seven studies that 
rest heavily on Protoball data.  
Bruce Allardice is, in effect, driv-
ing this new feature. 
7. Original Analytics: about 35 pa-
pers by Protoball participants. 
8. Glossary of Games: Accounts of 
over 150 games (mostly baserun-
ning ballgames) reported before 
base ball was codified in New 
York and Brooklyn.  The file in-
cludes another 150 "daughter" 
games that evolved from baseball.  
It needs a lot of work still. 
9. Rule Sets: Over 40 sets of rules, 
including 12 NABBP updates, 11 
foreign baserunning games. 
 
-Cliff Blau writes that he has some 
research questions on19th Century 
Managers. You can reach Cliff at 
cliff@cliffblau.com. The questions 
include: “I've been reviewing the 
basic datums on 19th century man-
agers- who were the managers and 
when their stints began and ended. 
I've got a bunch of questions, but 
here are some relatively minor ad-
justments I think need to be made, 
and I'd appreciate it if someone 
were willing to double-check my 
work before I go proposing chang-
es to the powers-that-be. Also, if 
anyone is interested in pursuing 
this topic further, please let me 
know. 1879 Troy- Change Fergu-
son's first game to Aug. 11 from 
Aug. 7; change Phillips' last game 
to Aug. 9 from Aug. 7 1884 Alle-
gheny- Change Phillips' first game 
to Aug. 18 from Aug. 14; change 
Creamer's last game to Aug. 16 
from Aug. 13 1884 Indianapolis- 
Change Watkins' first game to 
Sept. 10 from Sept. 9; change 
Gifford's last game to Sept. 9 from 
Sept. 6 1885 St. Louis NL– Change 
McKinnon’s 

first game to July 12 from July 
11; change Dunlap's last game 
from July 10 to July 11 (first stint) 
1888 Cleveland- Pop Snyder 
should be considered interim 
manager July 11-15; change Jim-
my Williams' last game from July 
15 to July 10 1888 Kansas City- 
Change Watkins' first game to 
Sept. 14 from Sept. 15; change 
Barkley's last game from Sept. 14 
to Sept. 12 1892 Louisville- 
Change Pfeffer's first game from 
June 21 to June 22; change Chap-
man's last game from June 20 to 
June 21 1892 Washington- 
Change Irwin's first game to April 
23 from April 19; make Danny 
Richardson interim manager for 
April 19.” 
 
- From Sam Gazdziak: The 19th 
Century Grave Marker Project has 
received approval to add a grave 
marker for Bobby Mathews, who 
is buried in New Cathedral Ceme-
tery in Baltimore -- the same cem-
etery as Hall of Famers Wilbert 
Robinson, John McGraw, Joe 
Kelley and Ned Hanlon. Mathews 
died in 1898 at the age of 46, and 
the small marble gravestone that 
was placed at the time of his buri-
al had worn away to almost total 
illegibility. We are thrilled to add 
a marker that recognizes 
Mathew's place in baseball history 
and hope to have it installed by 
the time of the SABR convention 
in August. We are also collaborat-
ing with the Ted Williams SABR 
Chapter in San Diego on a marker 
for Hick Carpenter, who is buried 
in Mount Hope Cemetery in San 
Diego. This marks the first time 
we have partnered with a local 
SABR chapter on a project, and 
we hope to do more collabora-
tions in the future.  

News & Notes 
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SAVE THE DATE 

 Southern New England 19cBB Interdisciplinary Symposium 

Saturday November 12, 2022,  

Rhode Island College, Providence, RI,  

 

Presenters & Topics 

  

ED ACHORN—AUTHOR, “Fifty-Nine in ’84: Old Hoss Radbourn, Barehanded Baseball, and the Greatest 
Season a Pitcher Ever Had”   

  

ROBERT CVORNYEK (Professor Emeritus of History, RIC)—"Black Baseball in 19th Century Rhode Is-
land”  

 

HOWARD CHUDACOFF (American History Professor, Brown Univ.) “Brown University Baseball in the 
19th Century”  

  

MORGAN GREFE, Executive Director, Rhode Island Historical Society, Keynote Address 

 

 ELIZABETH WILLIAMS, PhD., RISD Museum (Curator of Decorative Arts)—The Gorham (Silver) Man-
ufacturing Company  

  

LAUREN TUISKULA, “Frank Bancroft and the Baseball Legacy of The Blackstone Valley”  

 

RICK HARRIS, “19th Century Rhode Island Ballparks”  

 

Continental Breakfast, Luncheon and Refreshments Included. 

 

Registration Information in future Newsletters 


