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projects.  
     Since that time he has 
reestablished the Nine-
teenth Century Commit-
tee as one of SABR’s 
most productive and most 
active groups. 
     Under Peter’s stew-
ardship the committee 
has provided research, 
writing and editorial 
oversight to a number of 
SABR-related publica-
tions. In 2013 Inventing 
Baseball: The 100 Great-
est Games of the Nine-
teenth Century was is-
sued. In addition to push-
ing the project forward 

(Continued on page 2) 

Peter Mancuso Receives Bob Davids 

Award 

T 
he 12th Annual 
Frederick Ivor
-Campbell 19th 
Century Base 
Ball Confer-

ence (The Fred), as most 
of you know, was re-
scheduled with all pre-
senters and attendees in-
tact from its original 2020 
dates to the correspond-
ing Friday and Saturday 

in 2021, April 23 & 24th.      
     The big question we 
all face now is whether 
the virus will allow us to 
have a “normal” Fred 
conference at the Hall of 
Fame in Cooperstown as 
we prefer.     
     Although, the program 
is set, in October we will 
contact all our presenters 
asking if they are able to 

present their portion of 
the program virtually. 
    If we are able to con-
struct a fully virtual Fred 
conference, we will begin 
to calculate how much to 
refund each registrant 
and guest (all of the fees 
that were paid for the: 
Welcoming Dinner; Post 
Conference Buffet; Satur-

(Continued on page 3) 

N 
ineteenth Cen-
tury Committee 
Chairman Peter 
Mancuso re-

ceived the Bob Davids 
Award at the SABR Annu-
al Meeting held online in 
July. 
     The Bob Davids 
Award, named for SABR’s 
Founder, is the organiza-
tions highest honor present 
to individual whose contri-
butions to SABR reflect 
the ingenuity, integrity, 
and self-sacrifice of SA-
BR’s Founder. 
     Peter has been a mem-
ber of SABR since the 
1990s and assumed the 

Chairman’s Corner  by Peter Mancuso 

Chairmanship of the 
Nineteenth Century 
Committee in 2007.  
     When he assumed the 
position of chairman ac-
tivities of the Committee 
were at a low ebb and 
there was not much en-
thusiasm for Committee 

 

Peter Mancuso 
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Peter Mancuso Receives Bob Davids Award (cont.) 

Peter contributed six essays to 
the book.  
     He provided committee sup-
port for the two volumes on the 
pre-1871 teams and their players, 
Base Ball Pioneers: 1850-1870 
and Base Ball Founders: The 
Clubs, Players and cities of the 
Northeast That Established the 
Game. These volumes were is-
sued in 2012 and 2013. Peter also 
began the development of Base 
Ball’s 19th Century “Winter” 
Meetings: 1857-1900 issued by 
SABR in 2018. 
     Under his watch the Nine-
teenth Century Committee has 
also established two conferences 
that present research into the 
game during that period. In 2009 
the Fred Ivor-Campbell Confer-
ence (named for a former Nine-
teenth Century Committee Chair-
man) was started and has met an-
nual since (except for 2020 when 
the Covid-19 pandemic caused 
the conference to be rescheduled. 
The conference has meet annual 
at the Hall of Fame in Cooper-
stown and is next scheduled for 
April 23-24, 2021. 
     This conference sells-out eve-
ry year and has over 100 research 
presentations, panels, and inter-
views over its 11 year run so far. 
     In 2014 Peter organized the 
first Nineteenth Century Interdis-
ciplinary Conference in New 
York City. This is an effort to 
provide a conference that would 
meet in different cities and pro-
vide presentations and panels that 
included academic and research-
ers outside SABR in addition to 
local SABR members research 
presentations. Since the 2014 
NYC Conference to meeting has 
met in Philadelphia (2016), 
Cleveland (2018), and Minneap-

(Continued from page 1) olis (2019). The next conference 
is scheduled for Brooklyn in 
2021.  
     The Nineteenth Century Com-
mittee has inaugurated two annual  
activities under Peter’s chairman-

ship. In 2009 the Committee be-
gan selecting the Nineteenth Cen-
tury Overlooked Legend. This 
was an effort to recognize stand-
out players from the period who 
had become a dim memory over 
the century since any of them had 
played a game. There has been a 
selection every year since 2009 
when Pete Browning was the first 
player selected. Since the begin-
ning of the program 12 individu-
als have been named with Deacon 
White (the 2010 selection) being 
named to the Hall of Fame in 

2013. The program now gives all 
SABR members the opportunity to 
participate in the selection. 
     The other on-going activity is 
the Nineteenth Century Grave 
Marker Project. The leaders of the 
project research the burial loca-
tions of significant individuals in 
19th century baseball to discover 
any that lie in unmarked graves. 
Since 2016 new stones have been 
placed on the graves of  James 
White Davis, Andy Leonard, Pud 
Galvin, Bob Caruthers, and Hicks 
Hayhurst.  
     Through Peter’s efforts the 
Nineteenth Century Committee is 
a vibrant and productive part of 
SABR’s host of Research Commit-
tees. 
     Peter Mancuso (unfortunately 
no relation to Gus and Frank Man-
cuso) is a Staten Island, NY native 
who grew up a Brooklyn Dodger 
fan before joining the New York 
Police Department where he 
served as an officer and Assistant 
Director of Training before retir-
ing. He was also a partner in Man-
cuso Show Management, a compa-
ny that operated quilt shows, an-
tique shows, and antiquarian book 
fairs. 
     His selection to receive the Bob 
Davids award in 2020 makes three 
consecutive years that a member 
of the Committee was chosen for 
this honor. Previously Bill Lamb 
and Larry McCray were recipients 
of this recognition. 

Peter Mancuso and his  

wife Camille 
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day Luncheon and the costs for 
both days’ continental breakfasts 
and refreshment breaks).  This 
would leave only a nominal fee 
already paid by each registrant for 
the conference itself.  In Novem-
ber we will contact each registrant 
and provide them with complete 
details and options. Our goal is a 
finalized plan, live or virtual, by 
January 1, 2021. 
 
The 19cBB Speakers Series 
(Monthly and Virtual) is an initia-
tive by or Vice Chair, Bob Bailey 
that will run from this October 
thru May, on the second Tuesday 
of each month via the SABR 
Zoom Meeting connection at 
8:00PM E.T. for one hour.  The 
first six presenters are: Oct.13 Jon 
Popovich; Nov.10 Joanne Hul-
bert; Dec.8 Bill Humber; Jan.12 
Tom Shieber; Feb.9 Don Jensen 
and Mar.9 Jerry Casway. April’s 

(Continued from page 1) and May’s presenters will be an-
nounced soon.  Topics and other 
program details can be found on 
the SABR website.  One week pri-
or to each presentation all Nine-
teenth Century Committee Mem-
bers will be sent a group email re-
minder of the following week’s 
presentation.  Then, the day before 
each presentation, we will send 
another group email with the link 
to the Zoom Meeting. Each 
presentation will run 30-40 
minutes. 

The Brooklyn 19th Century Base-
ball Interdisciplinary Symposi-
um scheduled for this November 
with  St. Francis College (our 
Symposium’s sponsoring partner) 
at their downtown campus in His-
toric Brooklyn Heights has been 
rescheduled to Saturday, Novem-
ber 13, 2021 (with an optional  
Sunday, late morning-early after-
noon mini bus tour of historic 
baseball sites in Brooklyn).  Watch 

for details on this, our sixth city-
specific symposium during 
Spring, 2021. 

The 2020 Chairman’s Award 
Winners, were announced during 
our Virtual Annual Business 
Meeting: John Thorn was recog-
nized for co-founding our Com-
mittee some 37 years ago and for 
being a panel moderator for 10 of 
our 11 Fred Conferences, he was 
a panelist and keynote speaker at 
our first Fred and will be the 
Keynote at our 12th and, has been 
a moderator or a speaker at our 
first five Symposiums.  Bob 
Tholkes was recognized for be-
ing the “Mover and Shaker” that 
brought our 2019 Symposium to 
Minneapolis, and for being a pan-
elist at past Freds. 

Think of it as a Rain Delay,  

Peter, “…because baseball histo-

ry is not only baseball history.”  

Chairman’s Corner (cont.) 
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Casey At The Bat Origin?           by Frank Vaccaro 

I 
 came across the Washington 
Post's report of a post-season 
exhibition game printed Thurs-
day, October 7, 1880. It struck 

me as a possible "inspiration" for 
Ernest Thayer's "Casey at the Bat". 
How and why a pre-curser of this 
poem could appear in Washington 
eight years before the poem's ac-
cepted debut in California, we will 
discuss. Thayer was a seventeen-
year-old living in Worcester, MA, at 
that time.  
     At the very least, it's an interest-
ing game report, quite different 
from all the other game reports from 
the era that I've seen, and I hope it 
brings some enjoyment to readers 
one-hundred and forty years later. 
     The game was played between 
the Cleveland Nationals, who just 
finished their regular season, and 
the Washingtons, who had been 
adrift for about one month since the 
dissolution of the National Associa-
tion.  
     The game finished a five-inning 
2-2 tie, and the drama occurred in 
the bottom of the fifth inning, as 
darkness was settling in, with 
Washington trailing 1-2. Fans 
would have known that the bottom 
of the fifth would be Washington's 
last at bat. 
     Here's the game report, word for 
word, run on sentences and all: 
     "The fifth aroused an enthusiasm 
that has not been seen on the ball 
ground for many a day. McClellan 
led off with a sharp hit to Dunlap, 
who fumbled it, and then Mac 
showed some magnificent base run-
ning. Starting for second on the first 
ball pitched to Mansell, he secured 
it by a terrific slide, head first, cov-
ering himself with dust and glory, 
and scarcely had the applause sub-
sided, when, Gilligan allowing the 
ball to pass him a few feet, Mac 

went for third, which he reached 
in the same manner and came up 

dirtier and more glorious than ev-
er, but utterly oblivious of both, 
and only intent upon getting in 
his run. Mansell went out on a fly 
to left, and Derby stepped to the 
plate with a resolute look upon 
his face, which made everybody 
hope for one of his old time game 
winning hits, and George was 
equal to the emergency. In the 
hush that fell upon the audience 
the umpire's voice sounded very 
clear and distinct as he said ‘one 
strike,’ and then ‘two strikes,’ 
while faces began to get long, 
when Derby met the ball square 
in the face, and away it went for 
two bases, McClellan coming 
home amid the yells of the audi-
ence. George went to third on a 
passed ball, and then Powell sent 
a hot liner square at McGeary, 
who took it handsomely, and, 
beating Derby to the bag, put the 
side out.” 
     This game report displays 
eleven elements that can be found 
in Ernest Thayer's poem "Casey 
at the Bat.”  

     There is the old Alan Levy ar-
gument that Philly pitcher Daniel 
Casey was the inspiration for Ca-
sey at the Bat. The Alan Levy ar-
gument was, I believe, actually the 
argument of Daniel Casey him-
self, and then that of his widow 
who, I recall, died in the 1960's. 
     It's likely we will never be able 
to state with any certainty whether 
the WashPost game report was the 
inspiration without some 
"smoking gun" piece of 
evidence such as a letter by 
Thayer, or someone in his inner 
circle, mentioning "an old Wash-
ington Post game report", etc. Are 
there any Ernest Thayer biog-
raphers out there?  
     However, we can state that 
while no inspiration has been 
found, a few elements popped up 
in the game report of a single 
game played late in 1880. These 
elements divide into two groups: 
matching basic game conditions, 
and, matching atypical references. 
     Matching basic game condi-
tions include: 1) Home team down 
to final at bat. 2) Tying run on 
base. 3) Slugger makes the final 
out. 4) Home team does not win. 
     Matching atypical references 
include: 1) Reference to slugger 
with reputation as next at bat. 
2) Reference to the umpire's call-
ing of "Strike one" and "Strike 
two". 3) Use of word "hope" for 
crowd's reaction to slugger. 4) 
Reference to the confident mental 
state of the slugger. 5) Reference 
to crowd's enthusiasm surpassing 
memory of such. 6) Reference to 
the crowd becoming quiet at the 
suspense. 
     There's also a rhythm element 
of the WashPost game report. If 
you try reading the game report as 

(Continued on page 5) 

George Derby 
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Casey At The Bat Origin? (cont.)            

a poem, or bedtime story, in your 
best deep DeWolf Hopper imita-
tion, you'll find it works, albeit not 
as good as "Casey at the Bat". 
     Regarding pitcher Dan Casey, 
it's likely he did strike out to end a 
loss, perhaps several times in his 
career, with the tying or winning 
runs on base. Levy claims "with the 
bases loaded" but in Casey at the 
Bat there are only runners on 
second and third. This does not dis-
qualify the pitcher as a possible 
inspiration for the poem, but it is 
curious why Levy cites this condi-
tion. Casey pitched primarily 
in the National League from 1885 
to 1889. 
     According to links found on 
poemhunter.com, Ernest Thayer's 
whereabouts seem to be: 
 1863-1870 Lawrence, MA 
 1871-1882 Worcester, MA 
 1882-1885 Boston, MA at Harvard    
 (1881-1885 if four year study) 
 1885-1885 Tour of Europe 
 1885-1888 San Francisco, CA 
 1888-1895 New York, NY 
 1895-1912 Worcester, MA 
 1912-1940 Santa Barbara, CA 
     Casey's first NL start occurred 
June 25, 1885 which would have 
been after Harvard’s graduation.    
     Casey's first east coast start was 
July 21, 1885. Was Thayer in 
Europe then? But Casey, as has 
been pointed out, was not a slug-
ger. Additionally, why would the 
name "Casey" have a real connec-
tion while "Cooney", "Barrows", 
"Flynn", and "Blake" - other names 
from the poem - do not? It's diffi-
cult, and perhaps unnecessary, to 
see if Thayer's life intersected with 
a game in which Daniel Casey 
struck out under the basic game 
conditions listed above. 
     We do know Thayer schooled at 

(Continued from page 4) Harvard from either 1881 or 
1882. He worked for the Harvard 
Lampoon, eventually becoming 
editor. Is it possible that Thayer 
came across this game report in 
the offices of the Harvard Lam-
poon? This raises the question of 
why a Washington game report 
from 1880 would find its way so 
far north. One answer, surpris-
ingly, is that the Washington 
team actually had a fan base in 
Massachusetts in 1880. 
     As National Association 
teams disbanded that season, and 
the National Association itself 
teetered before eventually col-
lapsing, the Washington team 
transferred all of their home 
games to Springfield, MA, for 24 
days: from July 9, 1880 to Au-
gust 2. Springfield is forty miles 
west of Worcester, and Worces-
ter is forty miles west of Boston. 
The question is, when the Wash-
ington team returned to Washing-
ton in August, did any newspaper 
clippings about the team get sent 
to Washington-hungry fans in 
Massachusetts? Did any clip-
pings make their way into the 
editorial offices of the Harvard 
Lampoon? 
     I don't have the answer to that. 
But it is not that far-fetched a 
proposition. Which brings us 
back to the WashPost game re-
port itself. Standing alone 
it's very interesting. If ANY other 
game reports from ANY other 
newspaper, 1875 to 1888, have 
ANY of the eleven elements 
listed above - even semi-pro and 
town team game reports from 
small newspapers in small towns 
- then let’s put them on the table. 
Until that happens, the October 7, 
1880 Washington Post contains 
an "interesting" published narra-

tive that pre-dates "Casey at the 
Bat" with some of the poem's 
elements and structure. 
     That's all. 
     But we can also have some 
fun! If it is the inspiration for 
“Casey at Bat,” we can identify 
the players listed in the poem. 
"Sneering Casey" would be 
George Derby, the “writhing” 
pitcher would be Frank 
Hankinson, the unnamed um-
pire to be killed would be Kipp, 
presumably a Washington resi-
dent or Washington area semi-
pro player. The lineups match 
as follows: 
     Mudville Washington (very 
apropos!) 
Flynn: Bill McClellan, ss 
Burke: Mike Mansell, lf 
Casey: George Derby, rf 
Martin Powell, 1b 
Pop Snyder, 3b 
Phil Baker, cf 
Joe Gerhardt, 2b 
Cooney: Sam Trott, c 
Barrow: Jack Lynch, p    
     Cleveland, the victorious 
Mudville opponents, line up as 
follows: 
p Frank Hankinson 
c Barney Gilligan 
1b Bill Phillips 
2b Fred Dunlap 
ss Jack Glasscock 
3b Mike McGeary 
lf Doc Kennedy 
cf Pete Hotaling 
rf Orator Shaffer 
     The play-by-play doesn't 
match up. In the poem we have: 
groundout, groundout, single, 
double, strike-out. In the game 
we have: reached on error, 
flyout, double, lineout into dou-
ble-play. In the poem Casey 
makes the final out on strikes, 
in the game Derby makes the 
final out tagged off third base. 
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Noteworthy Events in the Otherwise Forgettable Ca-

reer of Mid-1880s Pitcher John Connor 

by Bill Lamb 

L 
ike a host of other margin-
al talents, pitcher John 
Connor owes his place in 
major league player ranks 

largely to the proliferation of clubs 
accorded major league status during 
the 1884 season. At one time or 
other that year, no fewer than 33 
different organizations claimed a 
National League, American Associ-
ation, or Union Association fran-
chise. Predictably, Connor’s stay in 
the bigs was relatively brief – but 
not entirely without interest or 
modest distinction. Connor, for ex-
ample, spent most of the 1884 cam-
paign as the hurling mainstay of the 
Boston Blues, a reserve nine owned 
and operated by the defending Na-
tional League champion Boston 
club. The Blues played in the Mas-
sachusetts State League and were 
probably major league baseball’s 
first farm team. Thereafter, Con-
nor’s major league work consisted 
of 12 starting assignments for three 
different ball clubs: all complete 
games. Unhappily for the hurler, 
only two of these efforts ended in 
victory.     
     Last but likely most significant, 
Connor and $750 cash were sent by 
the AA Louisville Colonels to the 
Chattanooga Lookouts of the minor 
Southern League in late-August 
1885. In return, Louisville received 
hard-throwing pitching prospect 
Tom (Toad) Ramsey from Chatta-
nooga. Although other instances of 
player transfer preceded the deal, 
19th century baseball historian Da-
vid Ball and others consider the 
Connor-for-Ramsey swap the first 
straight player trade ever consum-

by Nashua’s burgeoning mills, 
factories, and metal foundries. 
From the time of the family’s arri-
val in the late-1850s to the turn of 
the century, the city’s population 
quadrupled to over 40,000. In the 
beginning, Hugh Connor bounced 
between jobs before settling in as 
an iron molder at a locomotive 
assembly plant. By 1880, his sons 
Dennis and John had found work 
in local shoemaking factories, as 
would their younger sister Mary a 
few years later. 
     Little is known about the early 
life of John Connor, but he pre-
sumably followed the sandlot-to-
semipro-to-professional ballplayer 
path blazed by outfielder Bill 
Hawes, the first Nashua native to 
reach the major leagues (with 
Boston in 1879). In spring 1884, 
Connor was among the playing 
hopefuls collected by the power-
house Boston club, the NL reign-
ing champions. With pitching du-
ties in the capable hands of return-
ing aces Jim Whitney and Charlie 
Buffinton, the champs had little 
immediate need of the likes of the 
22-year-old Connor. But signing 
him, and fellow prospects like Jim 
Manning, Tom Gunning, Bill An-
nis, and Gene Moriarty, served a 
dual purpose. In the first instance, 
these signings allowed NL Boston 
to staff the Boston Blues, a newly-
created reserve nine that would 
provide the big club with replace-
ments on an as-needed basis as 
the 1884 season progressed. Prob-
ably more important to club man-
agement, placing Connor and the 

(Continued on page 7) 

mated in professional baseball.    
     An account of the life and 
noteworthy events in the other-
wise forgettable playing career 
of John Connor follows. 
     Unrelated to 19th century Hall 
of Famer Roger Connor, our 
subject was born sometime dur-
ing July 1861 in Nashua, New 
Hampshire, a fast-growing com-

merce hub located some 45 
miles northwest of Boston. John 
was the second of four children 
born to common laborer Hugh 
Connor (1835-c.1913) and his 
wife, the former Hannah 
(Honora) Cahill (1832-1904), 
both Irish-Catholic immigrants. 
The Connors were among the 
new arrivals attracted to the em-
ployment opportunities provided 

John Connor 
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others under contract shrank the 
pool of area playing talent avail-
able to the rival Boston Reds, 
the local entry in the upstart Un-
ion Association. 
     Apart from good size (6’1”, 
170 lb.) and a strong (officially 
listed as unknown but presump-
tively right-handed) throwing 
arm, young Connor was a raw 
talent who never developed into 
much of a batsman or fielder. 
And his first foray pitching 
against top-notch opposition ex-
posed his shortcomings as a 
hurler.    
     Facing only a rising under-
hand fastball and a rudimentary 
curve, the Boston varsity feasted 
on Connor’s serves, shelling 
him for 31 runs (15 earned) in 
an early April intra-squad game 
between regulars and reserves. 
Six days later, Connor was again 
hammered by the Boston regu-
lars, surrendering 16 runs in six 
innings-pitched, but mostly un-
done by the 22 fielding errors 
committed behind him and re-
liever Jim Burke in a 28-2 intra-
squad laugher. Soon thereafter, 
Connor was consigned to the 
Blues outfield, with Burke tak-
ing over as the everyday pitcher 
for the reserve nine.  
     That changed when Burke 
jumped to the UA Boston Reds 
in early May. Returned to the 
box, Connors quickly found 
form, emerging as the best 
pitcher in the Massachusetts 
State League, the independent 
minor circuit that Boston man-
agement had entered the Blues 
into. On July 22, Boston manag-
er-first baseman John Morrill 
promoted the reserve battery of 
Connor and catcher Tom Gun-

ning for an NL Boston exhibition 
game to be played in Portland, 
Maine. The locals proved a poor 
test, registering only three-hits off 
Connor while striking out 13 
times – notwithstanding the fact 
that youngster visibly eased up on 
them in the later innings. The fi-
nal score: Boston 29, Portland, 3. 
Sufficiently impressed by their 
performance, Morrill decided to 
give his reserve battery another 
tryout a few days later, but against 
more formidable opposition: the 
National League New York Go-
thams (later Giants). On July 26, 
1884, Connor and Gunning made 
their major league debuts and the 
outcome, in the estimation of 
Sporting Life, was “disastrous.” 
Nervous and wild, Connor surren-
dered four walks and three base-
hits in the opening frame to fall 
behind 5-0. Thereafter, he 
“pitched in better form but was 
poorly supported” by batterymate 
Gunning, charged with six passed 
balls, and a miscue-prone Boston 
defense (seven errors). By game’s 
end, New York had touched Con-
nor for 15 hits, but only three 
earned runs, in a 12-3 drubbing. 
     Following his lackluster per-
formance against New York, Con-
nor returned to the Blues and 
pitched the club to the Massachu-
setts State League title, posting 
the majority of the champs 48 vic-
tories. But Connor was not around 
for the Blues finish, having been 
recalled by Boston in mid-
September. Shoulder problems, 
likely the toll of throwing nearly 
1,500 innings over the previous 
three seasons, sidelined Jim Whit-
ney and necessitated Boston’s re-
sort to Connor and diminutive 
right-hander Daisy Davis in the 

attempt to stay in the pennant 
chase. Neither recruit proved up 
to the task. In Connor’s return 
engagement, 11 Boston fielding 
errors, including four by Connor 
himself, cost him a 5-3 loss to 
Detroit. Five days later, Connor 
held Cleveland scoreless through 
eight innings, but weakened in 
the ninth to drop a well-pitched 3
-0 decision. Days later, he turned 
the tables on Cleveland to notch 
his maiden major leagues win, 
hanging on for a 7-6 triumph on 
October 3. By now, however, 
Boston had fallen hopelessly be-
hind the front-running Provi-
dence Grays, riding Hoss Rad-
bourn’s record-setting 60-win 
season to the 1884 National 
League crown. (Some sources 
credit Radbourn with 59 wins in 
1884). In meaningless mid-
October games, Connor hurled 
three complete games against 
Buffalo. The final result: two ties 
and a season-ending 9-8 loss to 
the Bison. 
     In the end, Boston, handi-
capped by the 1-3 logs posted 
down the stretch by both Connor 
and Davis, finished 73-38 (.658) 
and a distant second to Provi-
dence (84-28, .750). Overall, 
Connor had gone 1-4, complet-
ing all seven of his starting as-
signments. Over 60 innings-
pitched, he allowed a generous 
70 base-hits, but nevertheless 
posted a respectable 3.15 ERA. 
His strikeout (29) to walk (18) 
ratio was also tolerable. But as a 
batsman, Connor had been near-
helpless, going 2-for-25 (.080 
BA), with 13 whiffs. Still, he had 
shown just enough to be includ-
ed in the contingent that Boston 

(Continued on page 8) 

John Connor (cont.) 
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fielded for post-season exhibi-
tion game play. And Boston 
newspapers predicted his return 
to the Boston club for the 1885 
season. But it was not to be, and 
over the winter Connor signed 
with Buffalo. 
     Connor’s regular season ten-
ure with his new club started and 
finished on May 30, 1885. As 
per usual, he went the distance in 
a 9-4 loss to New York, but was 
raked for 14 hits and botched 
three of his fielding chances. 
Shortly thereafter, he was re-
leased. Connor’s final major 
league stop came in a rival cir-
cuit, the American Association. 
He got off to a rocky start with 
the Louisville Colonels, reached 

for 17 hits in a -4 defeat by 
Pittsburgh suffered on August 
24. Five days later, John Connor 
tossed a complete game 12-3 
loss to the Cincinnati Reds on 
June 23. Connor was better in 
his next outing, holding Brook-
lyn to five hits, only to have 
walked baserunners provide the 
difference in a 4-3 defeat. Final-
ly on August 2, Connor regis-
tered his second major league 
victory, a five-hit, nine-strikeout 
win over Pittsburgh, 4-1. It 
would prove his last. Indeed, 
Connor had only one more major 
league game left to pitch: and he 
assumed his modest place in 
baseball annals. He became the 
first big leagues player ever trad-
ed to another club.  
     On August 29, 1885, Louis-
ville sent Connor and $750 cash 
to the Chattanooga Lookouts of 
the minor Southern League. In 
return, the Colonels received 
young lefty fireballer Toad Ram-
sey from Chattanooga. Although 

there are other contenders for 
the distinction, early baseball 
scholar David Ball and others 
assert that the Connor-for-
Ramsey exchange constitutes 
the first player trade in profes-
sional baseball history.  
Although only 23-years-old, 
John Connor’s major league ca-
reer was now behind him. In 12 
games total, he had gone 2-8 
(with two tie games), with a 
3.81 ERA. Noteworthy is the 
fact that Connor recorded a 
complete game in every major 
league contest he ever appeared 
in. During those outings, he 
struck out 48 enemy batsmen, 
walked 32. But his hits-allowed 
(127) to innings-pitched (104) 
ratio was among the highest reg-
istered for major league hurlers 
during the 1884-1885 seasons. 
And Connor was a woeful per-
former as a hitter, going a career 
4-for-42 (.095 BA) with two 
RBIs, and a lousy fielder. 
Connor made an impressive de-
but with Chattanooga, but suf-
fered a hard-luck, ten-inning 1-0 
loss to Augusta on September 1. 
He never got another chance to 
show his stuff to Southern 
League fans, as the Chattanooga 
club disbanded days later. Con-
nor began the following year 
with the Rochester Maroons of 
the International Association, 
but was dropped from the club 
roster after two April losses. 
Nineteenth century baseball his-
torian David Nemec also places 
Connor with the Brockton 
(Connecticut) club in the New 
England League early in the 
1886 season. His last reported 
affiliation involved mid-summer 
pitching duty for a Boston semi-

pro team called the Belfasts. 
Thereafter, Connor returned 
home to Nashua, his profes-
sional ballplaying career com-
pleted as far as has been dis-
covered. 
Connor spent the remainder of 
his life living with his parents 
and spinster sister Mary in the 
family residence on Tyler 
Street. By 1889, he and a local 
acquaintance were the proprie-
tors of Connor & Corcoran, a 
downtown Nashua saloon. 
Connor maintained the busi-
ness until his health began to 
fail. He died in the Connor 
family residence on November 
14, 1905, a victim of paresis, 
the end-stage of syphilis likely 
contracted sometime during 
his baseball playing years. The 
deceased was 44. Following a 
Funeral Mass said at Immacu-
late Conception Church in 
Nashua, his remains were in-
terred in Catholic (now St. Pat-
rick’s) Cemetery in nearby 
Hudson, New Hampshire. 
Never married and without 
children, John Connor’s only 
immediate survivors were fa-
ther Hugh and sister Mary. 

John Connor (cont.) 



PAGE  9 NINETEENTH CENTURY NOTES 

Baseball, Boston and Higher Education     by Tom Gilbert 

Editor’s Note– The following is an 
excerpt from Chapter 7 of the re-
cently released How Baseball Hap-
pened by Thomas W. Gilbert. Or-
dering information can be found in 
News & Notes on page 11. 
 

I 
n the 19th century, as in the 
21st, you couldn’t swing a bat 
in Boston without hitting a 
student. High school, prep 

school and college students were in 
the thick of the sports and baseball 
movements. Schools helped spread 
baseball for several reasons. Stu-
dents tend to be forward-looking. 
Schools encourage physical educa-
tion and sponsor sports clubs. Natu-
rally, the first schools and colleges 
to play baseball were in New York 
City. As we know, Columbia Col-
lege and baseball go way back. 
Founded by Townsend Harris in 
1847, City College, then called the 
Free Academy, had student baseball 
clubs well before the Civil War. 
The Catholic St. John’s College in 
the Bronx -- now Fordham -- had 
baseball clubs in the late 1850s. In 
1866 two Cuban Fordham varsity 
players, Esteban Bellan and a team-
mate named Cristodoro, were re-
cruited by the national champion 
Unions of Morrisania; Bellan later 
played for the Unions of Lansing-
burgh, AKA the Troy Haymakers, 
along with another Cuban Fordham 
graduate, Rafael de la Rua. These 
sons of the Cuban bourgeoisie were 
the earliest Latinos to play baseball 
at a high level. Bellan played a cou-
ple of seasons of professional base-
ball before returning in 1874 to Cu-
ba, where he played and managed 
in the first baseball leagues and is 
remembered today as a founding 
father of Cuban baseball. The New 
York schools were followed by 

prep schools and colleges 
throughout the Northeast that 
prosperous New Yorkers sent 
their sons to. Yale had informal 
baseball clubs in the late 1850s.  
     In Boston, baseball and higher 
education were particularly inti-
mate. In the 1860s, the Boston 
equivalent of Brooklyn versus 
New York City was the town and 
gown rivalry between the Lowells 
and Harvard. This rivalry was so 

intense that when Lowells star 
Gerrit Miller went to Harvard as a 
student, he refused to play against 
his old club. In 1864 John Lowell 
offered a trophy silver ball to be 
competed for by the Boston clubs. 
In 1867 it was retired and melted 
down because clubs were trying 
so hard to win it that things got 
ugly. The Lowells once won the 
ball on a forfeit by challenging 
Harvard when the students were 
home on an academic break. The 
final score was the Lowells eight 

silver balls, Harvard four and the 
Tri-Mountains three. In head to 
head silver ball games with the 
Lowells, Harvard won, 4-3. Most 
members of the Lowells had 
grown up in the West End. The 
Boston Common and the not yet 
landscaped Public Garden were 
their childhood playgrounds. 
Some of the Lowells went on to 
Harvard, but when they were 
founded in 1861, they were a jun-
ior club made up of students from 
Phelps’, Dixwells’, Boston Latin 
and other Boston secondary 
schools. Two of the Lowells’ 
most important players were 
Mort Rogers and Gerrit Miller. 
Both were New Yorkers.  
     Born in Brooklyn around 
1845, Mortimer Rogers was play-
ing for the Resolutes in 1865 
when he made friends with some 
of the Lowells who were visiting 
New York. Later that year, he 
moved to Boston and joined the 
club. Although a good hitter and 
“the best center fielder in New 
England,” Rogers looked at ama-
teur baseball and saw a business 
opportunity. Over the next five 
years, Rogers served as vice pres-
ident, secretary and treasurer of 
the NABBP. In 1868 he started 
the first baseball-centered week-
ly, the New England Base Ballist. 
At the 1869 NABBP convention, 
which was held in Boston to pro-
mote the game there, Rogers’s 
paper, now called the National 
Chronicle, was named the official 
newspaper of the NABBP. In 
1871 Rogers began selling his 
new invention, “baseball photo-
graphic cards,” at ballparks 
across the country. Printed score-
cards that featured numbered 

(Continued on page 10) 
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photographic portraits of baseball 
players, these were, depending on 
who you ask, the forerunners of 
the modern collectible baseball 
card.  
     Gerrit Smith Miller was a 16-
year-old student at Dixwell’s Pri-
vate Latin School when he joined 
the Lowell club in 1861, its first 
season. Dixwell’s school was near 
the present location of Emerson 
College at 20 Boylston Place. 
Dixwell’s was about twenty steps 
from the Boston Common, where 
prep and high school boys got 
black eyes and muddy clothes 
playing various informal rugby-
like games. While still at 
Dixwell’s, Miller organized a club 
called the Oneidas, which played 
its own kind of football. The Onei-
das’ game is considered (also de-
pending on who you ask) to be the 
direct ancestor of the game played 
by today’s NFL. Yes, the father of 
American football was, arguably, 
a teenage baseball player. Tracing 
Gerrit Smith Miller’s family back-
ground takes us to other interest-
ing places, including upstate New 
York when it was a laboratory of 
social change and radical politics. 
Born in Peterboro, New York, 
near Syracuse, Miller was named 
after his grandfather Gerrit Smith, 
a 19th-century land reformer, sta-
tion master on the Underground 
Railroad, Temperance activist and 
supporter of the vote for women. 
The phrase anti-slavery activist 
seems too mild for Smith. He was 
a co-conspirator in John Brown’s 
1859 raid on Harper’s Ferry, after 
which then-Senator Jefferson Da-
vis demanded that Smith be 
hanged. African-American Aboli-
tionist minister Henry Highland 

(Continued from page 9) Garnet once said, “There are two 
places where slaveholders cannot 
come, Heaven and Peterboro.” 
Gerrit Smith was also a friend and 
sometime ally of ex-Chartist land 
reformer Thomas Ainge Devyr, 
the father of Brooklyn baseball 
star Tom Devyr. Gerrit Smith’s 
daughter, and Gerrit Smith Mil-
ler’s mother, Elizabeth Miller in-
vented bloomers, the baggy pants 
worn as a political statement by 
19th-century feminists, and co-
founded the National Woman Suf-
frage Association with her cousin 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan 
B. Anthony.  
     In the 19th-century, many fem-
inists supported the American 
public health reform and sports 
movements. Stanton believed in 
physical education and athletics 
for women. So did Emma Willard, 
Mary Lyon and other founders of 
19th-century women’s seminaries 
that became women’s colleges and 
encouraged sports and exercise. 
As Dr. Joseph B. Jones of the 
Brooklyn Excelsiors discovered 
[when he provoked a scandal by 
bringing in a trousers-wearing 
English feminist to teach gymnas-
tics to women and girls in his 
Brooklyn gym], advocating exer-
cise for women and girls could be 
politically risky, but all-female 
Vassar College had baseball clubs 
in the 1860s, as did Smith College 
in the 1870s. The first organized 
sport at Mt. Holyoke, the world’s 
oldest continuously operating 
women’s college, was baseball. In 
August of 1868 Thomas Fitzger-
ald, a founder and former presi-
dent of the Athletics baseball club, 
ran the following story in his City 
Item newspaper. 
     At Peterboro, writes Mrs. 

[Elizabeth] Cady Stanton, there 
is a baseball club of girls. Nan-
nie Miller, a grand-daughter of 
Gerrit Smith, is the captain, and 
handles the bat with a grace and 
strength worthy of notice. It was 
a pretty sight to see the girls 
with their white dresses and 
blue ribbons flying, in full pos-
session of the public square, 
while the boys were quiet spec-
tators of the scene. 
     Nannie Miller, who grew up 
to be the well-known feminist 
Anne Fitzhugh Miller, was Ger-
rit Miller’s sister. 
     In 1862, the Lowells helped 
a group of students from the 
class of 1866 of Harvard, their 
future archrivals, lay out a base-
ball diamond near the Washing-
ton Elm on Cambridge Com-
mon, and organize a baseball 
club. The roots of the Harvard 
club were in Phillips Exeter, a 
New Hampshire prep school 
attended by Harvard ‘66 stu-
dents George Flagg and Frank 
Wright. As Wright recalled, 
during an especially dull Latin 
class, a classmate passed him a 
note suggesting they start a 
baseball club. “A majority of 
the fellows wished to form a 
club to play Massachusetts 
baseball...but a few of us who 
hailed from New York State 
carried the meeting in favor of 
the new game, then called the 
‘Brooklyn’ game.” Harvard had 
a head start on other American 
colleges, but a big reason why it 
dominated college baseball 
through the 1860s was its cap-
tain and star player from 1867-
1871, Archie Bush. Bush’s life 
story hits nearly all of the big 

(Continued on page 11) 
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themes of late Amateur Era base-
ball -- New York, the Civil War, 
student culture and the railroad. 
Born Archibald McClure Bush in 
1846 in Albany, New York, he 
joined the army at 17 and served 
two years in the Civil War before 
entering the prep school Phillips 
Andover in 1864. After graduating 
from Harvard in 1871, he joined his 
father in the family business, manu-
facturing railroad cars at Troy, New 
York’s Gilbert, Bush and Co. car 
works. When he was a freshman at 
Andover, Archie Bush; his cousin 
James McClure, who had played in 
the army; and James Wells, a mem-
ber of Brooklyn’s Active club, or-
ganized the school’s first baseball 
club. Four players from the club 
went on to play for Yale and two 
for Harvard. Yale and Princeton 
formed varsity baseball clubs and 

(Continued from page 10) other colleges followed, among 
them Williams, Amherst, Brown 
and Wesleyan.  
     Colleges took baseball very 
seriously in the Amateur Era and 
it did not take them long to be-
come competitive, with a little 
help from the odd non-student 
ringer. 
They toured the East Coast and 
played top clubs like the Athletics, 
Atlantics and Excelsiors. In 1866 
Williams was made fun of for hir-
ing an unnamed baseball coach 
from New York City, but it was 
setting a trend. Hamilton College 
in upstate New York brought in 
Excelsiors second baseman 
George Flanley to consult on its 
baseball program; Harry Wright 
did the same for Harvard in 1871. 
Amazingly, the 1869 NABBP 
convention elected Archie Bush 
president while he was still a col-

lege undergraduate. Colleges 
and prep schools were fertile 
ground for baseball because, like 
the army during the Civil War, 
they mixed together young men 
who came from baseball playing 
parts of the country with young 
men who didn’t. But they also 
spread the sport by sending their 
graduates back home or out into 
the world. The first great colle-
giate team, the Harvard Class of 
1866 club, was the talk of Cam-
bridge and Boston from 1863 to 
1866. In July of 1866, a dozen or 
so young Cincinnatians, four of 
them 1866 graduates of Harvard 
Law School and one a member 
of Harvard College Class of 
1867, decided to form a baseball 
club. This is how the Cincinnati 
Red Stockings began.  
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-The 2020 Overlooked 19th Cen-

tury Baseball Legend was an-

nounced during our virtual Annual 

Business Meeting held on July 29th.  

The project Committee Co-Chairs, 

Adam Darowski and Joe Wil-

liams announced the full results of 

this year’s SABRwide election, 

which resulted in the largest num-

ber of votes cast in the 11 year his-

tory of the project.  This year’s se-

lection, Bud Fowler won by an 

impressive margin.  Here is a link 

to the entire results and announce-

ment: https://sabr.org/latest/bud-

fowler-sabr-overlooked-19th-

century-baseball-legend-2020/ 

https://webmail.earthlink.net/

wam/msg.jsp?

msgid=82510&folder=INBOX

&isSeen=false&x=-850756487 

     Please, check out this an-

nouncement if you are consider-

ing authoring or editing a SABR 

publication as an individual or 

as being among a group of 

SABR colleagues. If you have a 

particular Nineteenth Century 

Committee publication in mind, 

please, contact Peter Manuso 

and/or Bob Bailey with your 

idea."                                                               

(Continued on page 12) 

-Back in mid August we sent 

out a group email announc-

ing that SABR's new Edito-

rial Board is seeking new 

research proposals for possi-

ble publication by SABR. 

Here is a link to that com-

plete announcement which 

in turn provides links direct-

ly to SABR's Editorial 

Board, the Boards question-

naire for persons seeking 

publication by SABR and 

two samples of completed 

questionnaires for book pub-

lication. 

 

Baseball, Boston & Higher Education (cont.) 
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 -On a sad note, we pass along the 
news that Committee member 
John Popovich, Jr. died in early 
September. John was a regular at-
tendee at the Fred for many years 
where he was always ready to en-

gage in 19th century baseball talk 
particularly in the area of vintage 
baseball equipment. He passed this 

(Continued from page 11) interest along to his son Jon 
who  delivered several Fred 
presentations on the topic. 

     We will miss John at future 
Freds but he will be nearby as 
his wish for the disposition of 
his ashes was to have them 
scattered in Lake Glimmerglass 
(Otsego Lake) in Cooperstown. 

-The book excerpt starting on 
page 9 is from Committee 
Member Tom Gilbert’s new 
release How Baseball Hap-
pened: Outrageous Lies Ex-
posed! The True Story Can 
Now Be Told!. By the time you 
receive this newsletter the book 
should be released by Godine, 
Publishers. To order the book 
go to 
http://www.godine.com/book/h
ow-baseball-happened/. 

 

-Christmas season will soon be 
upon us. It is a time of year 
when all folks of good cheer 
begin to think: “What can I get 
the Newsletter editor? It is a 
good question (in my humble 
opinion). To make it easy on 
everyone (what a kind fellow 
that editor is) just send him an 
article on some aspect of 19th 
Century history, players, teams, 
outrageousness, speculation, 
wishful thinking, remembrance 
of your childhood in 1882, pro-
posed rule changes for the 19th 
century, or just about anything 
that has even a tangential con-
nection to the period. I know 
the editor will be grateful. The 
Winter Newsletter will be is-
sued about January 1, 2021 
(aren’t you glad 2020 is close 
to being in our rearview mir-
rors). Merry Christmas to one 
and all. 

John and Jon Popovich 

 in their bat vault 


