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THE MONTH 

IN 19cBB 
 

Members of the Origins 
Committee used the 19cBB 
yahoogroup with refresh-
ing frequency during the 
Hot Stove League month 
of January. 

 
THE WAY BACK 

MACHINE 
 
Medieval Baseball as 
Played by Monks, 

Nuns...and Monkeys 
Deb Shattuck posted the 
link to a tongue-in-cheek 
2010 article applying some 
imagination to medieval 
illustration of bat-and-ball 
games. George Robinson 
found similarities to recent 
coverage of the Mets. Rich-
ard Hershberger, who had 
seen the source previous-
ly, recommended it for 
non-baseball topics. 
 

SOURCES 
 

Atlantic's strategem, 
1858 

Under this heading, Rich-
ard Hershberger posted 
his finding that the New 
York Evening Express, to 
be found in fultonhistory. 
com, covered base ball, 
beginning in 1855. Access 
remains difficult, however, 
as the paper lacks dates on 
all pages, so that fulton-
history must be browsed 
and not searched. 

 

INQUIRIES 
 

Atlantic's strategem, 
1858 

Richard Hershberger sent 
an inquiry about the home 
field of the Atlantic Club of 
Bedford, after reading a 
description of how they 
had manipulated the de-
gree of crowd control to 
give themselves a home 
field advantage during an 
1858 game, positing that it 
foreshadowed the match 
with the Excelsior Club in 
1860 also affected by the 
behavior of the Atlantic's 
crowd. Bob Tholkes added 
comments, and Craig Waff 
posted comments from 
another account of the 
same game, which acquit-
ted the Atlantic of intent to 
take an unfair advantage. 

 
The Origin of the 
Buffalo Niagaras 

Craig Waff inquired about 
sources of information on 
the origin and bylaws of 
the Niagaras, founded in 
1857. John Thorn obliged. 
 

DISCOVERIES 
 

The Lucky Seventh 
John Thorn posted a 1910 
note about the beginning 
of the tradition that the 
seventh inning is lucky for 
the home team: the 
Atlantic's feat in 1860 of 
scoring nine in the seventh 
against the immortal Jim 
Creighton. Craig Waff and 
Bob Tholkes added pieces 
from 1860 accounts of the 

inning. Skip McAfee added 
19th-century sources refer-
ring to the "lucky seventh." 
 
1857 Rules Committee 

Meeting 
Richard Hershberger sent 
another New York Even-
ing Express which ex-
pands the information 
available about the 1857 
meeting, and, fortunately, 
repeats the discussions a-
bout several points of his-
torical interest, such as the 
connection between base 
ball and rounders. 

 
Knickerbocker and 

New York Clubs...Boat 
Clubs, that is 

John Thorn posted new 
information about the boat 
clubs that were a source 
for base ball pioneers on 
organizing sporting clubs. 

 
Knickerbocker Base 

Ball Club Report, April 
4, 1846 

John Thorn posted a New 
York Herald note announ-
cing that the Knicks would 
begin play on April 14. 
Richard Hershberger sent 
a note that it is only the 
second 1846 mention of 
the club. Since the Knicks 
played on two dates before 
the 14th, Craig Waff 
thought it might refer to 
the first date that the 
public was invited to spec-
tate. 
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TOM 

ALTHERR'S 

NOTEBOOK 
 

MORE ABOUT BARN 
BALL 

 
Following up on my article 
about barn ball in the 
Spring 2011 issue of Base 
Ball, here are a couple 
more references plus a 
long description of the 
game.   
In an autobiography in an 
1852 number of The 
Water-Cure Journal, the 
writer remembered how 
they could always locate 
his little brother, who was 
a play enthusiast, around 
the barn "playing barn-
ball."  That occurred 
probably in the 1820s.  An-
other recollector recalled, 
in an 1860 article, the end 
wall of the schoolhouse 
"where we so frequently 
played 'barn-ball.'" 
The most detailed account 
of barn ball, however, 
appeared in a June, 1858 
article in The Homestead. , 
in which the author remi-
nisced about ball play in 
his youth.  After discussing 
the construction of balls 
and bats in that day [see 
the other segment in this 
issue's Notebook], he 
launched into a long 
description of barn ball, 
which he called one "of the 
easiest games with the 
ball" and which deserves 
full reprinting here: 
 

BARN BALL 
This should be played by 
two or more persons.  The 
best way to play it with a 
dozen or more is to choose 
sides, which is done in this 
way: Two, whom all agree 

on as the leaders of the two 
sides, step out from the 
others, and choose, by 
turn, the ones each thinks 
to be the best players.  A 
good way to decide the 
first choice is for one of  
the leaders to toss the bat 
to the other, which he 
catches in one hand, as 
much below the middle as 
possible;  grasping it tight-
ly and holding it up 
straight in the air, the o-
ther fits his hand to the bat 
and slides it down on top 
of the other's hand, then 
hand over hand till they 
get to the top of the bat, 
and the one who grasps 
the tip --if he can swing it 
round his head three times 
and throw it a rod-- has 
the first choice. 
After the sides are chosen, 
the leaders decide between 
them, with a bat or in 
some other way, who shall 
have the "first knocks."  
After this is arranged, the 
leader of the side that is 
"in" or that has "first 
knocks," takes the bat  and 
faces the end of a barn or 
blind wall of any building; 
behind him stands the 
leader of the other side, or 
whoever can throw the ball 
best. The ball is thrown 
against the side of the 
barn, so that it shall bound 
nearly over the head of the 
the one holding the bat, 
and the thrower catches it, 
unless the the other with 
the bat knocks it from him. 
If the ball is struck with 
the bat, or even just 
"ticked" by it, the player 
drops his bat and runs to 
the first "bye," the right 
hand corner of the barn, 
then on to the next bye, 
and then "home," as the 
place where he knocks is 
called. 

The side that is "in," stand 
by waiting their turns to 
knock; but the side that is 
"out," scatter themselves 
to get the ball and return it 
to the thrower; this is 
called "tending out."--  If 
the ball is caught in the air 
before it touches the 
ground, the player who 
knocked it is out; or if 
caught on the first bound it 
counts one against him, 
and twice puts him out.  If 
he is not caught out the 
ball is sent home as soon 
as possible, and if the 
thrower can hit him when 
     running from bye to bye 
then he is out; the thrower 
however must not go out 
of his place to throw.  The 
bye can be occupied until 
there is a good chance to 
run or until it is likely to be 
filled by the next player on 
his run round, who picks 
up the bat, for his knocks, 
as soon as it is dropped. 
The thrower can make 
three feints at throwing 
the ball against the wall, so 
as to start the player out 
from the bye, but the 
fourth time he must throw 
it. 
When all of one side are 
out, the other side takes its 
"ins," and the first side 
tend out. 
If the player knocks at the 
ball, and missing it the 
thrower catches it in the 
air, or twice on the first 
bound, he is out. 
Tally should be kept of the 
number of runs made, and 
in the end the side that 
makes the most counts is 
victorious. 
If a player can make two 
runs before the ball is sent 
home it counts two. 
This game can be played 
by two though it is not so 
pleasant with no one to 
tend out. It can also be 



played without sides, the 
players being numbered, 
and as soon as No. 1 is out 
No. 2 takes his place, and 
so on, the thrower yielding 
 his place each time to the 
one who had the last "ins." 
There is no way of 
knowing this was the 
standard or only common 
manner of play, but clearly 
we can see elements of 
baseball included in barn 
ball. T.C., "An Autobio-
graphy," The Water-Cure 
Journal, & Herald of 
Reforms, August 1, 1852, 
p. 36; "When I Was a 
School Boy," Beloit College 
Monthly, April 1, 1860, p. 
146; and "Ball Playing," 
The Homestead, June 3, 
1858, p. 596. 
 

COUNTRY LIFE 
SUPERIOR? 

 
In his 1872 memoir, Der-
went, Connecticut writer 
John Chester (perhaps a 
pen name for John Mitch-
ell?) maintained that 
country life promoted "the 
formation of healthy con-
stitutions and manly hab-
its."  Listed first among the 
"active sports" was "ball-
playing." Chester supposed 
that city youth had the 
same desire for activity, 
but that urban areas were 
deficient in providing 
enough opportunities for 
such recreation. Despite 
building parks and gym-
nasia, a city could not 
"make boys' ball grounds 
of its paved streets," 
intoned Chester. Many a 
stickball player might dis-
agree with him! John 
Chester [John Mitchell?], 
Derwent; or, Recollections 
of Young Life in the Coun-
try (New York: Anson D.F. 
Randolph and Company, 
1872), p. 356 

BAT AND BALL-MAKING 
 

In an 1858 article in The 
Homestead the writer 
discussed the construction 
of bats and balls during his 
boyhood.  He declared that 
for his group ball play was 
of supreme interest: "First 
then, ball playing of all 
other things [stood] 
ahead." Then he delivered 
details about the equip-
ment: 
The first thing necessary is 
a good elastic ball, made, 
as we used to do it, by 
cutting an old India rubber 
shoe into a long string, and 
winding it up tight into a 
ball about a third as large 
as it will be when finished; 
over this wind tightly the 
ravelings of old socks, and 
cover the whole with 
leather, fitted like the skin 
of an orange cut in quart-
ers, and sewed very 
strongly with waxed ends.  
The next thing is a bat. A 
good one is two and a half 
feet long, and not more 
than three inches thick at 
the largest place, half 
rounded at the butt end, 
with two flat surfaces; 
rounded at the handle, and 
the whole tapering about 
six inches from the butt 
end down to the handle; at 
the end there should be a 
knob to keep the end from 
slipping off. "Ball Playing," 
The Homestead, June 3, 
1858, p. 59 
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Send comments, ques-
tions, and other 
corres-pondence for 
Originals  to the 
editor, Bob Tholkes, 
using e-mail rjtholkes 
@gmail .com. 

2012 VINTAGE  

BASE BALL 

ASSOCIATION 

MEETING 
 

Ed Achorn, Tom Sheiber, 
David Nemec, and Bob 
Tholkes are all engaged to 
speak at the 2012 Vintage 
Base Ball Association ann-
ual convention at Beth-
page, Long Island, on Sat-
urday, March 31. The 
convention organizer is 
fellow Origins Committee 
member Eric Miklich. See 
http: //www. vbba.org for 
convention information. 
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150 YEARS 

AGO 
 
from the pages of the New 
York Sunday Mercury 

 
January 5, 1862 
 
NAMES AND ADDRESS-
ES OF SECRETARIES OF 
BASE BALL CLUBS-- 
Published for the purpose 
of facilitating direct com-
munication in the arrange-
ment of matches at base 
ball: 
   ADRIATIC CLUB (of 
Newark, N. J.-- August O. 
Ball, Box 490, Newark, N. 
J. 
   CHELSEA CLUB (of New 
York).-- Fred. K. Kimmel 
No. 59 Nassau street, New 
York. 
   ECKFORD CLUB (of 
Brooklyn, L. I.).-- D. J. 
McAuslan, Porter's Spirit, 
100 Nassau street, New 
York. 
   EMPIRE CLUB (of New 
York).-- John Kennard, 112 
& 114 William street, N. Y. 


