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In the News 

Saints Honor St. Paul Colored Go-

phers & Phil "Daddy" Reid 
July 21, 2021 – courtesy of MiLB.com  
ST. PAUL, MN  - The St. Paul Saints know a thing or 

two about showmanship and being ahead of their time. 

Phil “Daddy” Reid would have appreciated all that the 

Saints stand for today because he was a man that was 

larger than life, knew how to put on a good show, and 

was passionate about baseball. The Saints honored Reid, 

his St. Paul Colored Gophers team, and paid tribute to 

the man that helped put baseball in Saint Paul on the 

map with a long overdue dedication. 

On Tuesday, July 27 the Saints honored Reid, not just 

at CHS Field, but also at the site of his burial, St. Paul’s 

Oakland Cemetery, by giving him a proper headstone. 

Currently there exists a family headstone which includes 

the Reid name along with family members Dinky and 

George but, as a result of a falling-out within his family, 

Phil was left off after his passing in 1912. Working 

alongside Frank White, Saint Paul native and author of 

“They Played for the Love of the Game: Untold Sto-

ries of Black Baseball in Minnesota”, the Saints will 

give Reid a headstone more reflective of the man that 

brought “big time” professional baseball to Minnesota. 

The unveiling of the headstone took place at 11:00 a.m. 

on July 27 at the site of his burial in the St. Paul Oakland 

Cemetery in Saint Paul’s North End neighborhood and 

reads as follows: 

“Phil E. Reid, owner of the St. Paul Colored Gophers 

baseball team from 1907-1910, one of the greatest base-

ball teams in Minnesota history, was a visionary, a pio-

neer, and one of Black Baseball’s founding fathers” said 

White. “The St. Paul Saints baseball team continues to 

help share Minnesota’s great baseball legacy and history, 

including honoring Black Baseball history and individu-

als that standout in that history.” 
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Reid, who was waiting tables at a Minneapolis Hotel 

in 1880 began tending bar at the Eureka Saloon, 384 

Minnesota Avenue in downtown St. Paul, in 1888. In 

1901, he opened a saloon of his own at 40 E. 3rd Street 

(Kellogg Blvd today). As saloon owner, Reid became a 

successful businessman who was known for his benevo-

lence in and around the St. Paul community. It was the 

location of his saloon, however, where six trains per day 

from Chicago came into the city, which led to his influ-

ential time in baseball. Reid met Rube Foster, a pitcher 

and “baseball impresario” from the Windy City, and the 

friendship that developed between the two led to his de-

sire to start a baseball team in St. Paul. 

In 1907 Reid announced the formation of “a real-

colored baseball team,” called the St. Paul Gophers. He 

hired Walter Ball, a known player in Minnesota and 

Chicago, to organize a “professional baseball team.” 

Composed solely of ballplayers with “a national reputa-

tion,” not “an amateur affair confined to local players.” 

Ball helped Reid build teams with talent brought in from 

all over the Midwest. Over the next three years, the St. 

Paul Gophers would become one of the most notable 

baseball teams in the Midwest. In their four years of ex-

istence, the Colored Gophers went 380-89-2, an .810 

winning percentage and won several colored champion-

ships in that time. In September of 1907 the Gophers 

defeated the Saints two games to one in a three-game 

series for city bragging rights. While the Gophers played 

the majority of its games at legendary Lexington Park in 

Saint Paul, it was Reid’s decision to take the team on the 

road that built their fame. The Gophers entered tourna-

ments and challenged any team willing to play them 

across a five-state area. Barnstorming, as it would later 

be known, would become a fixture in the Black Baseball 

culture and would eventually cross over to baseball on 

the whole. 

While the Saints honor both Reid and the St. Paul 

Colored Gophers, the first 1,500 fans in attendance will 

receive a St. Paul Colored Gophers t-shirt. The navy 

blue shirt includes the St. Paul Colored Gophers logo, 

which is an interlocking “STPG,” similar to the inter-

locking “STP” on the Saints home cap. 

When the Saints opened the City of Baseball Muse-

um in 2019, they included an exhibit on Reid and the St. 

Paul Colored Gophers that fans can still check out. The 

museum is opened to all ticketed customers on game 

days or by special request by contacting the office at 

651-644-6659.

 

SABR and the International Women’s Baseball Cen-

ter have opened registration for the third annual 

SABR/IWBC Women in Baseball Conference, which 

will take place virtually on September 10-12, 2021. The 

conference will highlight keynote speaker Dana Book-

man, “Girls in Baseball: Together We Can Change 

the Game” 

Dana Bookman is the founder and CEO of Canadian 

Girls Baseball & the founding Vice President of Ameri-

can Girls Baseball. Awarded a 2021 Meritorious Service 

Medal by the Governor General of Canada for work with 

CGB & named one of the top 100 most influential peo-

ple in Canadian baseball. Dana is a strong advocate of 

empowering girls through sports and giving them the 

soft skills to become future leaders. 

In addition attendees can listen to three panels over 

the three days of the conference. The panels will focus 

on personal baseball stories with Suzie Hunter and Laura 

Hirai, research on women’s baseball led by Cecilia Tan 

and Kate Haines and a panel on international women 

umpires, moderated by Perry Barber. There will be 

a presentation about an upcoming documentary 

film, Her Game is Hardball, with direc-

tor/producer Mark Durand and writer/producer Selena 

Roberts; a virtual awards ceremony and pylon unveil-

ing; and a variety of research presentations. 

Attendees can also participate in the SABR/IWBC 

Women in Baseball Raffle. Prizes include a Rockford 

Peaches jigsaw puzzle; Phil Niekro signed baseball; Bob 

Feller signed baseball; Colorado Silver Bullets baseball 

cards; AAGPBL bobblehead; and more. 

https://sabr.org/women-in-baseball-conference 

http://www.internationalwomensbaseballcenter.org/
http://www.internationalwomensbaseballcenter.org/
https://sabr.org/women-in-baseball-conference
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The Jerry Malloy NL Conference Returns albeit Online 

FRIDAY – July 23th  
Welcome to the first virtual Jerry Malloy Negro League Conference and hopefully the last virtual conference 

owing to a pandemic. The three-day conference kicked off on James Brunson, III’s birthday on Friday, July 

23rd. Our first presenter was Dr. Brunson an art historian who specializes in American modernism. He is author 

of the three-volume work, Black Baseball, 1858-1900 and The Early Image of Black Baseball; Race and Rep-

resentation in the Popular Press, 1871-1890. His presentation was entitled “Blues People: Music, Style, and 

Black Baseball, 1865-1910”. The theme is also a new book project, which traces Blackball’s aesthetic style 

from bondage to freedom. His outstanding presentation used Blues as a literary device to narrate an epic story 

of artistic relations between enslavement, blackface minstrelsy, and blackball-musicians. A wonderful way to 

start our conference. 

Next up was Mark Aubrey, leader of the East Tennessee Chapter of SABR, just south of Knoxville, Ten-

nessee.  His presentation was about the “1920 Knoxville Giants,” a member of the newly formed Negro South-

ern League, who came out of the gates swinging hard, winning 15 of their first 20 league games. His talk high-

lighted Giants like Turkey Stearnes, pitchers Steel Arm Dickey and One Wing Maddox and their 13-game 

playoff series to meet Rube Foster’s Chicago American Giants for the unsanctioned Negro World Series. 

There were lots of rare news clippings shared by Aubrey. 

During the 15-minute break we viewed the classic Who's On First  by Abbott and Costello. This timeless 

version of the witty names given ballplayers was filmed for the movie The Naughty Nineties during the first 

quarter of 1945. 

Back from break we had the two-time winner of the Normal 

"Tweed" Webb Lifetime Achievement Award for outstanding 

research and  the chief editor of  the ground-breaking The Negro 

Leagues Were Major Leagues, Todd Peterson, a visual artist, 

historian and teacher. His presentation entitled “Negro Leagues 

vs. Major Leagues” re-examined the many attempts of Baseball 

Commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis to stop these games as 

well as their sociological impact on American society and cul-

ture. Drawing on the results from 650-plus games, Peterson es-

tablished that not only did blackball teams post a winning record 

against big leaguers; but they out-hit; out-pitched; and out-fielded them as well. We look forward to Todd’s new 

grind and work about the Negro League playoffs.  

Fresh from her keynote speech at the Ottawa University Literary Conference in Kansas speaking about Au-

gust Wilson’s play Fences, starring Denzel Washington and Olivia Davis, that 

was outstanding, was Emily Ruth Rutter. She is an Assistant Professor of Eng-

lish and a Faculty Fellow at Ball State University. Rutter is the author of Invisi-

ble Ball of Dreams: Literary Representations of Baseball behind the Color 

Line and The Blues Muse: Race, Gender, and Musical Celebrity in American 

Poetry as well as a co-editor of Revisiting the Elegy in the Black Lives Matter 

Era.  

Her presentation “The Quietude of Contemporary Black Baseball Poetry” 

was about E. Ethelbert Miller’s If God Invented Baseball the cover of which 

features the elongated Satchel Paige — and Miller’s attention to the wide-

ranging feelings that do not often get reported or recorded but nonetheless testify 

to the interiority of figures the public (if it recognizes them at all) knows more as 

athletic machines than as complex human beings. After the captivating presenta-

tion I ran out and got a copy of the book and loved on every poem.  
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SATURDAY – July 24th  
We opened the Saturday morning session with a tribute by Chuck D with a video titled It’s So Hard To See 

My Baseball Cards Move On about those who passed way in 2020.  As co-founder and leader of the rap group 

Public Enemy, Chuck D helped create politically and socially conscious hip hop music in the mid-1980s.  

Check the video out at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sswQPxx3SK8  

Hosting the next session of the virtual Malloy conference was Michelle R. Freeman. She is president of the 

Leon Day Foundation and a senior economist for the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. In addition to a 20-year 

career researching and analyzing labor market activity, the Kansas City Royals fan is a passionate servant 

leader and is engaged with volunteer organizations in the greater Washington, D.C. metro area and Baltimore, 

MD.  

After the hip-hop song of “They Paid the Way” by Ultramagnetic MC, Ms. Freeman introduced the energetic 

Eric Chalek, who has loved baseball, its history, and its statistical record since the age of nine. Chalek’s 

presentation Leveling the Playing Field: Combining Negro Leagues Research and Sabermetric Analysis to 

Expand Our View of Negro Leagues Players rocked us with a new space in the combined fields of Negro 

Leagues research and sabermetric analysis. He shared in accessible terms a methodical, generalizable, and re-

producible process for placing Negro Leagues statistics into a context that facilitates not only comparisons 

among prewar Black stars from different eras but also their major league peers. His ability to tweak the stats and 

make comparisons across generations using many applied variables in his statistical modeling was captivating. 

Next up was the Malloy Conference’s current Significa/Trivia champion Rick Puerzer. He is chairperson of 

the Engineering Department at Hofstra University and a member of the editorial board of Nine: A Journal of 

Baseball History and Culture and has researched and written extensively on baseball with a recent focus on the 

integration of Major League Baseball management.  

Puerzer’s presentation was “Big League Baseball in a Small Town: The Negro Leagues Visit Metuchen, 

NJ” which revealed how a small borough located in the central part of the state, can claim its own slice of base-

ball history.  From 1931 to 1936, Metuchen residents were able to see several professional teams, primarily Ne-

gro League teams, play big league baseball in their very own backyard.  Well-known teams such as the Newark 

Eagles, Baltimore Black Sox, and the Hilldale Club, as well as lesser-known clubs such as the Cleveland 

Cubs and Pennsylvania Red Caps, came and played 

more than 50 games in Metuchen. These teams often 

featured some of the greatest players ever to grace a 

baseball diamond, including Rap Dixon, Ray Dan-

dridge, Pop Lloyd, and John Beckwith.  Likewise, 

other barnstorming teams, including the famed House 

of David team and even the St. Louis Cardinals, came 

to Metuchen during the decade.   

During our lunch break we played vintage baseball 

songs like “Cool Papa Bell in Center,” “Say Hey, the 

Birmingham Blaze (Willie Mays),” “Roy Campanella” 

and one of my favorites “Centerfield – Put Me in 

Coach” by John Fogerty.  

Back from break, Katie Krall, a Baseball Operations Analyst for the Cincinnati Reds where she develops 

and integrates new tools and technology to improve Baseball Operations’ decision-making processes, provides 

comprehensive scouting coverage, and statistical request support to the front office. Krall’s presentation was 

“Celebration and Discrimination: Rube Foster and the Chicago American Giants.” 

She focused on Rube Foster’s guidance of the Chicago American Giants (pictured above) by analyzing the  

Chicago Defender on its view before the integration of Major League Baseball, how Black teams provided 

many opportunities to both athletes and owners, especially during the annual East-West Classic. Also, how Fos-

ter  impacted the community on and off the diamond as he became known for his prowess as a businessman, 

player, and manager.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sswQPxx3SK8%20
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Our eighth presentation featured Dr. Milbert Brown and his son Raymond talked about “The colorful life 

of Ted “Double Duty” Radcliffe, a Negro League Legend”. Brown is a remarkable storyteller. During his 

career, he has captured the historical and cultural tapestry of Black communities, and people using his gifts as 

an artist, editor, photojournalist, and writer. The presentation provided a qualitative study as a visual segment of 

the colorful life of “Double Duty” as one of the Negro Leagues’ early stars. Their study consisted of a multime-

dia presentation featuring a collection of audio interviews and photographs from Radcliffe gathered six-years 

before the Negro League stars’ death in 2005 at the age of 103. Radcliffe’s informal conversations will serve as 

a new oral history of past Negro League culture. The short vignettes revealed from Double Duty’s voice also 

unearthed forgotten flashes of memory. 

As we dined in with hotdogs, peanuts and crackerjacks, we listened to Stephen Banker’s 30 mi-

nute interview with Satchel Paige, in honor of the 50th anniversary of Paige’s induction into the 

National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1971.  You can find the interview at: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mK1iWx6JJ68  

As always Paige was entertaining as he stretched the truth like taffy. If you want me to tell you the truth, 

most of Satchel’s true stories are true. Ain’t no maybe so about it! 

Returning from lunch, our next moderator was Dr. Lisa Doris Alexander, a full professor of Africana Stud-

ies at Wayne State University in Detroit. She is also author of “When Baseball Wasn’t White, Straight & 

Male: The Media and Difference in the National Pastime.” Alexander examines issues of race, class, gender 

and sexual identity in popular culture and her work as appeared in the Journal of Baseball and Black Ball: A 

Journal of the Negro Leagues. She is a regular attendee and presenter at the Malloy Conference. 

Her first presenter was Bill Plott a member since SABR’s 

inception in 1971 and an original member of the Negro 

Leagues Committee.  Bill has been a major contributor to the 

Box Score project, with special emphasis on boxes founded 

in southern newspapers. He has published two books with 

McFarland on the Negro leagues: The Negro Southern 

League: A Baseball History, 1920-1951 and Black Base-

ball’s Last Team Standing: The Birmingham Black Bar-

ons, 1919-1962.  

Plott presented on the “Anecdotal Highlights of Black 

Barons History,” to recount some of those players and 

games. For example, longtime infielder Buford “Geechie” 

Meredith was so well known that he was actually listed in 

the Birmingham City Directory as a “ball player” rather than 

his regular job as a laborer. Also, a general manager in the 

1950s was Arnold “Gatemouth” Moore, (pictured) a popu-

lar singer-turned-preacher who drove a firetruck red Cadil-

lac. Lots of tidbits about this untapped reservoir of Black baseball history was provided by Plott, one of the 

leading historiographers on southern league baseball.  

Our 10th presenter was Steve Dittmore, a professor of sports management and assistant dean at the Univer-

sity of Arkansas. A lifelong Dodgers fan born in Redondo Beach, California, Dittmore is co-author of a Sport 

Public Relations textbook now in its third edition and has more than 40 peer-reviewed publications. He has been 

a SABR member since 2018. 

Dittmore talked about Dodger and Baltimore Elite Giant star Junior Gilliam. He uses Junior Gilliam as a 

case study, in considering the financial situation of Negro League clubs in 1950 as Major League teams increas-

ing sought to purchase Black players, while carefully counting the number of Black players to maintain a quota 

system in their organization. The economic market for Gilliam’s services steadily declined throughout 1950, 

with the Elite Giants reportedly asking the Boston Braves for $15,000 for Gilliam in early 1950. Factors such 

as the impact of attendance, team performance and supply/demand issues for this declining market for Black 

players such as Gilliam in 1950 were also discussed. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mK1iWx6JJ68%20
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To follow Dittmore was Dr. Leslie Heaphy, an Associate Professor of History at Kent State University at 

Stark. She is the author/editor of numerous books and articles on the Negro Leagues and Women’s baseball. 

She is the editor of Blackball Journal published by McFarland Publishing. She also serves as Vice President of 

SABR, chair of SABR’s Women in Baseball Committee and on the board for the IWBC.  

Heaphy presented on the Martin Brothers and the Memphis Red Sox. Dr. 

J. B. Martin (pictured) was the primary focus as the owner of the Red Sox 

but also as owner of the Chicago American Giants and as league president. 

Included in the presentation was details about the four Martin brothers, 

highlights of the Red Sox seasons and stories of some of the stars such as 

Larry Brown, Verdell Mathis, Charley Pride and Neil Robinson. The 

Martin brothers were all medical professional men who were involved in the 

Memphis Black community beyond just owning a team and Martin Stadi-

um. 

Next, we heard from Dr. Harriet Kimbro-Hamilton. In 2015, she pub-

lished her first book called Daddy’s Scrapbook: Henry Kimbro of the Ne-

gro Baseball League, A Daughter’s Perspective. The book received the 

Robert Peterson Recognition Award at the 19th Annual Jerry Malloy Negro 

League Conference. In 2020, Dr. Hamilton published her second book with 

her son Patrick Hamilton called Home Plate: Henry Kimbro and Other Ne-

gro Leaguers of Nashville, Tennessee. Dr. Kimbro-Hamilton's latest Negro 

League project is to get Negro League Team Owner Tom Wilson into the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame for 

the class of 2022. 

Her PowerPoint presentation recounts the completion of a project on January 6th of 2020, known as the 

“Honoring of Negro Baseball Leaguers Who Called Nashville Home.” In observance of Black History month, 

the names of twelve to fifteen men will be displayed at Rose Park in Nashville to honor the following men, 

Henry Kimbro, Butch McCord, Jim Zapp, Doc Dennis, Elliot Coleman, Ed Martin, Ed Derrick, Sue 

Bridgeforth, Sidney Bunch, James Abernathy, Taylor Smith, Dan Black, and others. On February 29th the 

marker was unveiled to share these men’s’ contributions. It will stand to educate the youth of the black histori-

cal community known as Edgehill along with the citizens of Nashville and the nation.  

Note, the SABR BioProject features Henry Kimbro, a stocky speedster who earned his living slap-hitting 

baseballs between third base and shortstop or into the outfield gaps. He served as the lead-off hitter for the Ne-

gro League Baltimore Elite Giants for 13 of his 18 seasons in the Negro Leagues. Read his bio at: 

https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/henry-kimbro/ 

After Henry Kimbro’s daughter’s presentation, we enjoyed a 1981 film presentation directed by Craig Da-

vidson and narrated by James Earl Jones titled, Life in the Negro Leagues There Was Always Sun Shining 

Someplace. The 60-minute video contains rare historical footage showing the ballplayers as they traveled the 

back roads of America, the Caribbean, Mexico and Latin America, along with interviews with Chet Brewer, 

Ted Page, Jimmie Crutchfield, Satchel Paige, James 'Cool Papa' Bell, Buck Leonard, Judy Johnson, 

Monte Irvin and Ray Dandridge.  

Upon returning from our dinner break we were fortunate to have the GOATS of 19th Century baseball; 

James E. Brunson III an art historian who specializes in American modernism, Todd Peterson a visual artist, 

historian, and teacher, and John Thorn the Official Historian of Major League Baseball. With the December 

announcement by MLB to include seven Negro Leagues as Major League, lots of attention has been paid to the 

statistics associated with the players and the teams. This panel focused on Black baseball before 1920. The pan-

el of experts discussed the foundations laid by those playing in the 19th and early 20th centuries. They empha-

sized that without these men (and women) the later efforts of Rube Foster and so many others would not have 

been possible. The panel talked about the unheralded and unknown players, owners and managers part before 

any official Negro Leagues were created? The lively conversation detailed what life was like for a Black ball 

player in the years after the Civil War? See this lively exchange of information at: 

 https://sabr.org/summer#toggle-id-5 

https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/henry-kimbro/
https://sabr.org/summer%23toggle-id-5
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SUNDAY – July 25th  
We kicked off Sunday morning with Chuck D’s tribute of players who passed away in 2020, called It’s So 

Hard To See My Baseball Cards Move On. 

The first presentation on the Sabbath was by Rodney Page, the youngest son and child of team owner Allen 

Page. Rodney is a New Orleans native and a 1972 University of Houston graduate, the home of the Phi Slamma 

Jamma Cougars, has a master’s degree in education. 

His father Allen was a Negro Southern League executive serving at times as Secretary-Treasurer, Vice-

President, and President.  Providing some rare family images, Rodney shares his father’s 20+ years of a Black 

baseball owner of the New Orleans Black Pelicans, New Orleans Crescent Stars, and the New Orleans Cre-

oles.  The hub of his endeavors was the Page Hotel [see ad from 1954] at 1038 Dryades St. in New Orleans. 

Rodney also talked about the gender barrier his father broke with Toni Stone, Fabiola Wilson, Lucille Bland, 

Lucille Gloria Dymond, and others. It was an outstanding and heart-warming presentation about Rodney Page. 

Another owner was featured, 

Thomas Hayes by James Forr, 

co-author of Pie Traynor: A 

Baseball Biography, and a 

nominee for the 2010 CASEY 

Award. He has contributed to 

more than a dozen SABR publi-

cations, including The National 

Pastime, has written for the 

SABR Bio Project and Games 

Project, and was named a recip-

ient of the 2006 McFarland-

SABR Research Award. 

Forr brings Birmingham 

Black Barons owner Tom 

Hayes to life with his collection of primary sources, including personal letters, articles, and other documents, 

along with interviews with surviving members of the Hayes family. Forr talked about how Hayes drove a hard 

bargain, especially when selling his best players to White major-league teams following the integration of the 

sport. Hayes may be best remembered as the man who sold Willie Mays to the New York Giants, with Forr 

offering so much more of this serial entrepreneur of restaurants, hotels, night clubs and even a bus line. 

Our last and 15th presentation was by Jeb Stewart, a lawyer from Birmingham, Alabama, and a Board 

Member of the Friends of Rickwood, a regular contributor to the Rickwood Times newspaper and the annual 

Southern Association Baseball Conference. He has contributor to several SABR biographical project including: 

Pride of Smoketown: The 1935 Pittsburgh Crawfords (Greenlee Field); The Newark Eagles Take Flight: 

The Story of the 1946 Negro League Champions (Bob Harvey); and Bittersweet Goodbye: The Black Barons, 

The Grays, and the 1948 Negro League World Series (Piper Davis and Jimmie Newberry). 

His presentation focused on Lorenzo “Piper” Davis, who signed with the Boston Red Sox in 1950. He was 

leading Scranton (A) in most offensive categories when he was released after 15 games. He signed with the 

Oakland Oaks in the PCL and hit .287 over five seasons. After several more years in the minors, Davis retired 

in 1958. He became a professional scout for the  Tigers, Cardinals, and Expos. He managed the Black Barons 

in 1959 and managed industrial league teams. He was honored at the first Rickwood Classic in 1996. 

That’s our conference summary for 2021. We hope to see you alive and in person next season in Birming-

ham, Alabama to share experiences at Rickwood Field, the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, the Negro 

Southern League Museum and perhaps see a Barons game. More details to come. 
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C a l l  f o r  P a p e r s  

 
 
 

 
 

The 22nd
 
Jerry Malloy Negro League Conference will celebrate this rich baseball history. In addition 

to two days of research presentations and player/author panels, attendees will also enjoy special presentations 

about local black baseball and a baseball game with the Birmingham Barons. 
 

Presentation Proposals: due March 1st, 2022 
This interdisciplinary conference welcomes proposals for oral and poster presentations from all research 

fields.  Previous presenters have included college faculty, public school teachers, graduate students, and in-

dependent scholars. 

 

Presentations may focus on any topic related to the theme, or other Negro Leagues issues, especially the 

Negro Southern League.  Some possibilities include: Rube Foster; the 1920 season; the formation of the 

NSL, the formation of the NNL, the original eight(8) teams and so much more. 

 

Proposals should include a 250-word abstract, plus a brief biographical note with contact information. For 

oral presentations, please indicate whether you will require any AV equipment. 

For poster presentations, please indicate the number and size of posters you wish to display. 

 

Please email your proposal as a Word attachment to lheaphy@kent.edu.  

Or, send it via traditional mail to Leslie Heaphy, Kent State University at Stark 6000 Frank Rd, No. 

Canton, OH 44720. 

 

Questions can be directed to: 

Leslie Heaphy – lheaphy@kent.edu      or Clarence Watkins  -- cwatkins5@charter.net   

 

Notifications from the committee will go out by March 31st. 

For further conference information: http://www.larrylester42.com/jerry-malloy.html 

mailto:lheaphy@kent.edu
mailto:lheaphy@kent.edu
mailto:cwatkins5@charter.net
http://www.larrylester42.com/jerry-malloy.html
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Dugout Reading: 

When the Monarchs Reigned: Kansas 
City’s 1942 Negro League Champions 

by Frederick C. Bush and Bill Nowlin with associ-

ate editors Len Levin and Carl Riechers 
The Kansas City 

Monarchs are argua-

bly the best-known of 

all Negro League 

teams, thanks in part 

to the inimitable 

Satchel Paige’s asso-

ciation with the team 

and longtime Mon-

arch Buck O’Neil’s 

role as an ambassador 

of Black baseball 

history. 

The Monarchs 

won the first-ever 

Negro League World 

Series against the 

Hilldale Club in 

1924. Black World Series play went on a 15-year hiatus after 

1927, but when it returned, so did the Monarchs. That time, 

1942, the team faced the perennial Negro National League 

champions, the Homestead Grays. In the clash between the 

two powerhouse squads, the Kansas Citians made mincemeat 

of the mighty Grays and turned 1942 into the year When the 

Monarchs Reigned. 

This book — the result of a collaborative effort by 32 

SABR members — features biographies of Hall of Famers 

Satchel Paige, Hilton Smith, and Willard Brown; stalwarts 

such as Newt Allen and Buck O’Neil; and many other play-

ers. Also included are biographies of principal owner and Hall 

of Famer J. L. Wilkinson and other front-office personnel, 

Ruppert Stadium (which was renamed several times over the 

course of its existence), and groundbreaking Kansas City 

Call reporter Willa Bea Harmon. Feature articles focus on 

topics such as the Call’s coverage of the Monarchs, Wil-

kinson’s role in helping to resuscitate Paige’s career, and the 

fate of the Monarchs during the World War II years. In addi-

tion to an extensive season timeline, game articles highlight a 

contest against Dizzy Dean’s All-Stars, Satchel Paige Day at 

Wrigley Field, the two East-West All-Star Games, and the 

grand finale to the season — the World Series triumph over 

the Homestead Grays. 

Contributors include: Richard Bogovich, Dr. Milbert O. 

Brown Jr., Frederick C. Bush, Alan Cohen, Rory Costello, 

Charles F. Faber, Steven Greenes, Margaret M. “Peggy” Grip-

shover, Tim Hagerty, Donna L. Halper, Leslie Heaphy, Chris 

Hicks, Jay Hurd, Kirk C. Jenkins, William H. Johnson, Thom-

as E. Kern, Bill Lamberty, Bob LeMoine, Larry Lester, Len 

Levin, Bill Nowlin, Tony S. Oliver, Richard J. Puerzer, Carl 

Riechers, Glen Sparks, Mark S. Sternman, Jeb Stewart, Tim 

Tassler, Larry Tye, Bob Webster, Dave Wilkie, and William 

A. Young. 

Black Ball: New Research in African 
American Baseball History, Vol. 10 

nder the guidance of Dr. Leslie Heaphy and an 

editorial board of leading historians, this peer-

reviewed, annual book series offers new, authoritative 

research on all subjects related to Black Baseball, including 

barnstorming, segregation, integration and ethnicity, the 

business of Black Baseball, along with the arts.  

This edition includes articles: Fortuitous Event or Planned 

Action? The Nashua Dodgers, the Second Front of Baseball 

Integration in 1946 by Charlie Bevis; Twenty-First Century 

Mamie Johnson? Pitch and the Intersection of Race and 

Gender by Lisa Doris Alexander; Dating the Pebble Hill 

Plantation Baseball Film by Margaret A. Compton; Art 

Pennington: More Than “Superman” by William H. 

Johnson; Come and Measure Arms with Us: the Kansas City 

Kansas Giants, 1907-1917 by Todd Peterson; Merchant 

Maroons by Paul R. Spyhalski; Beat the Best: A Kansas City 

Monarch Remembers by Bonnie Serrell as told to Barry 

Mednick; Sheelor the Stealer: A Ballplayer’s Story by Willie 

James Sheelor, as told to Sylvia Lawing.  

The following books are reviewed: Greatness in the 

Shadows: Larry Doby and the Integration of the American 

League (Branson), Ted Strong Jr., The Untold Story of an 

Original Harlem Globetrotter and Negro Leagues All-Star 

(Jenkins), Daddy’s Scrapbook: Henry Kimbro of the Negro 

Baseball Leagues, a Daughter’s Perspective (Kimbro-

Hamilton), Outsider Baseball: The Weird world of Hardball 

on the Fringe, 1876-1950 (Simkus). 
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Sunrises! 
SEND YOUR FAVORITE NEGRO LEAGUER A BIRTHDAY 

CARD. 

SEPTEMBER 
  3rd – BILL GREASON – 97 

  7th – RICKY MAROTO – 89 

  9th – JIM PROCTOR – 86 

21ST – LOUIS CLARIZIO – 90 

 

OCTOBER 
  7th – RAY MADDIX – 93 

20TH – CLIFF LAYTON – 92 

 

NOVEMBER 
16th –  RICHARD “SKEETER” BANKS - 101 

20th – BUDDY OWENS – 94 

23rd – WILLIAM “BABA” RICHARDSON – 87 

 

SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee 

Larry Lester - chair, LarryLester42@gmail.com  
The Courier is a quarterly newsletter published by the 

Society for American Baseball Research (SABR) in 

March, June, September and December.  Inquiries, sub-

missions and research requests can be sent to Larry 

Lester.  Back issues can be found HERE.  

 
To receive your personal copies of this newsletter join 

SABR by clicking here. For more information about 

SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee click here.        

Copyright © 2021 SABR.  All Rights Reserved 

Sunsets!  
ometimes players  pass away without fanfare and 

recognition in the Courier newsletter. Thanks to 

Paul Turner from ridedasnak@aol.com, the play-

ers listed below have gone on to the diamond in the sky. 

We welcome any updates or corrections. 

HAROLD E. SHADE, 81—1956-57—ss, Detroit 

Stars 

Born: 4 April 1936 in Pine Bluff, AR -- Died: 24 Oc-

tober 2017 in Chicago, IL 

FOWLER ARTHUR (MACK) PRIDE, JR., 86—

1955-56—p, Kansas City Monarchs 

Born: 27 May 1932 in Sledge, MS -- Died: 23 Sep-

tember 2018 in Wheat Ridge, CO  

JAMES W. (J.W.) PIRTLE, 87—1949-51—p, 

Houston Eagles, New Orleans Eagles 

Born: 22 December 1931 in Bolivar, TN -- Died: 15 

June 2019 in Champaign, IL  

JAMES EDWARD NORMAN, JR., 84—1957-

58—p, Detroit Stars, Detroit Clowns 

Born: 22 June 1935 in ??? -- Died: 26 June 2019 in 

Birmingham, AL  

RICHARD LEE BOOKER, 89—1952—of, Kan-

sas City Monarchs 

Born: 29 August 1929 in Leechburg, PA -- Died: 1 

August 2019 in Cecil, PA.  

MAYNARD JORDAN III, 91—1949-50—of, Hou-

ston Eagles 

Born: 23 December 1928  in Memphis, TN -- Died: 

23 December 2019 in Memphis, TN 

VERNELL “STEEL ARM” JACKSON, 90, died 5 

January 2021, in East St. Louis, IL. Jackson pitched 

from 1950-52 for the Memphis Red Sox and the Hou-

ston Eagles. Jackson began his career in 1946 with the 

St. Louis Braves of the Tandy League before joining the 

1947 St. Louis Colts and the 1948 Tri-City Athletic 

Club. In 1949, he pitched briefly with the Satchel Paige 

All-Stars before joining the Memphis Red Sox and the 

Houston Eagles the following 

season.  

It was reported that he 

played minor league baseball 

for the Boston Red Sox before 

becoming an umpire in 1967. 

Jackson umpired many NBC 

World Series Tournaments in 

Wichita, Kansas.  

In 2001, he was inducted 

into the Amateur Baseball Hall 

of Fame in St. Louis, Missouri. 

S 

MACK PRIDE, JR. 
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