AL LOPEZ

This conversation between Al Lopez and Walter Langford in Al's home in

Tampa on January 10, 1985,

WL: Al, what do you see as the principal differences between major league
5aseball prior to 1940 and the present time?

AL:- I think there hasn't been that much of a change, but I think that the
principal thing I see now is that the boys are g'etting bigger, the kids are
gé“tt.ing‘ bigger and they're just swinging much harder, they're using lighte;'
bets, and thers are more strike outs now then there used to be. We used to
make more effort to make contact with the ball, The catc_her_s s for some reason or
other, the passed ballesituation - me, being & cgtché_r,}nctice this more than
an ordinary player - but to me it's gidicuious the way the passed ball
situation is concerning the catchiug. And I don't see why it should be.

WL: Do catchers throw out as high a peréentage of base stealers as fthey

did in the oldd days? | | | |

AL: Well, that's a_nof._her change that's occurred in baseball, No, they didnft
used to try to steal as much as they do now. v_

WLs Now, is the stealing more the fault of the catcher or the pitcher?

AL

(2]

Well, it'_s_a composite of three things. I think there's more speed

now in basebai]., they concentrate more on speed then they did in the older days.
And the p_ifphing, the kids are taller and it takes maybe a couple or three
seconds more for fc,hem to be able to deliver the ball than in the olden days
when the shorter guys and the- short-arm pitchers (were tt_xrowing), and they're
going to have to do something about the pitcher's windup. T don't think itt's

the catcher's fault in most casds, There's a couple of catchers - Carter does -
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and there are a couple more that can throw those guys out. They position them-
selves to be able to get rid of the ball quick, like the Miami quarterback
Marino who has a quick release, That's a big thing in throwing guys out.

You can't wind up to throw the ball, in both catching and pitching.

WL: A lot of the old-timers I've talked to who knew you and played with

you, like Glenn Wright and Babe Herman and others, said that was one thing

you hagd - the quick release,

AL: Well, yeah, I was kind of quickback of the plate. I was small (and I'm
not bragging) but I was a little more on the quicker side than most of the
bigger guys. ‘ ‘

WEs Yeah, that figures. What do yqu_feel about the designated hitter?

AL: Well, again, there's another change in baseball.that happened. Personally,
I think it takes a lot away from managing The other thing -~ I haven't really
gone into it - is the percentage of how much increase is there in the scoring
of runs., T haven't gone into that, but I don't see that much difference in the
scoring. Personaily, if 1 wa; managing I would like to be able to manage a
little more than you do with the DH.

WL: The DH hadn'if. come in when you quit managing, -had 1t?

AL: That's right.

WLs Just after you left it came in., What about artifijcial surfaces?

AL‘: Well, I think it's a great advantage to the hitters. There's ‘no question
“about it.

WL: And to the management, with fewer rainouts,

AL: That's right, It's a real advanateg to the hitters. I'd rather see just
s regular turf, and I think & lot of the players would too.

WL: I think mos t of them would, Free agency? -

AL: TFree agency, I think it's a terrible thing, when that judge made the decision.
I guess he knows the law, but I think it hurt baseball.

WL: I do too. And, growing out of that, today's salaries?
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AL: Again, I don't blame the players for getting all they can, but the cause

of it is management. They have nobody to blamr but themselves, And I think
it's going to get worse instead of better.

WL: You wouldn't want to predict the divisional winners in this upcoming season?

AL: No, I don't see that far ahead, and there have been Ciuite a few changes,

But one thing that disappointed me last season was the White Sox. I thought

the White Sox would finish a lot higher. They had great pitching, and theing

they were strong at was the thing that failed them - the pitching. And I hope
they have a better season. _

WL: Well, the .hitting failed them too. Their batting average dropped quite a bit,
AL

L

Rut I thought the pitching would hold them up. They had real strong
pitching, and I thought they ’wou_ld hold up.

WL: In fact, I never saw whe;re anyiaody picked anyone else than the White Sox
to finish first last year, and they were the biggest disappointment of the season. ,
AL: T think so.

WL: And they w;re favori_t; team from the day I hit Notre Dame as a freshman
in 1926 until T left South Bend a few years ago. Now, what about further
expansion in both league_s? Do you see that coming in a few years?

AL: T think so. I think that eventually they'll have to expand both in
football and in baseball, _ There are large cities that want football and

want baseball. I don't see why not. I think it should be. One thing they
have to straight.én out is that the American League has two more clubs than the
National League, _

WL: Yeah, It's got to bqévened up.

AL: Yeah. And the American League schedule is all screwed up on account of
that, They have to do something about that. I hope they expand pretty soon.
WL: Then they would have to expand by just two teams into the National
League or two in the American and four in the National, to even them off
Again.

AL: That would be asking too much, because where are you going to get the
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players for six teams? I think, if they can, they should get two more teamé

in the National League and then play inter~league baseball.

WL: Yeah. Now you're talking. Do you think that Tampa is the Number 1

probability for an expansion team?

AL: Oh, I think Tampa Bay and Denver are real good, logical choices,

WL: Where would they play in Tampa? Is the Stadium where the Tampa Bay

' Buccaneers play, is that suitable for baseball?

AL: Oh, perfect, A perfect location. They have a field there - they named it
Al Lopez Field - :

after me/- that is not large enough. But their plans are to build a big stadium

there and it would be a perfect location because it's centrally located for the

whole Bay area and also the surrounding towns around Tampa. .

WL: What about the campaign qf the people in 5t. Petersburgito get it over there?

AL: Well, I don't blame St. Pete fo; trging to get a stadium. By the way, I

think what they had in mind was that Tampa beat them to football by building a

stadium ahead of time., Tampa finally got a football franchise and they're

trykng to get a ?aaseball o_nq: too. I don't blame St. Pete at all, but I think

the ideal location is Tampa.

WL: And neither one is so far fr_om the other but what they can .... it's all

one big, I'd like to say happy family, but maybe that's not it right now,

Tisee in recent years a gowing number of Hispanic players in the major leagues,
particularly from the Dominican Republic., A_fter I retired at Notre Dame I lived
and worked in the Dominican Republic for three years running a private foundationm,
and T saw & lot of the winter league games over there, etc., and they really are
baseball crazy., But why don't we get more players in the majors out of Mexico?
AL: Well, Mexico has their own league and I don't know, for some reason they
don't produce like the Dominican Republic. , -

WL: Mexico has leagues that are regular season, as you say, and also a winter
1éague.

AL: That's right. They have a winter league also. You've got to give the
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Dominican Republic a lot of credit. They've done a tremendous job. Before,

it used to be Cuba., Cuba still has a lot of good players. And then Puerto
Rico came along pretty good. But now the Dominican Republic by far is producing
a lot more players than any other of those places. _

WL: If we could open up relations with Cuba some time soon, do yoﬁ think there
would be a dozen or two ball players ready to come up out of Cuba?

AL: I think so. They' i‘e very enthusiastic over there about baseball and

T know I played some games over there before I got to the majors once and

than T was there twice with the Brooklyn ball clgb. Once with the All-Stars,
and we had tremendous success. They had some good players.

WL: You inust have played with, or certainly against, old Dolf Luque.

AL: I caught him with Brooklyn and then he went to the Giants. To me he was
a great pitcher. I lea.r_ned .agllo_t ijom catching him. I was just breaking

into the big leagues then when he was at Brooklyn.

WL: If I remember cbrrectly, ‘you're on the Veterans Committee for the election
of people fo th; Hall of Fa;e.

AL: That's right. _ v

WL: Tell me this, Do they elect many or very many after they have died?

AL: Oh, yes. There's been a number of players that were elected after they
died. A lot of them., That's what the Veterans Committee is all about, to
select players that havé_ passed away or else players that are still living.

A fellow like Glenn Wrikht, whom you mentioned a while ago, I thought he was

a great player and his name has been brought up a number of times., And Babe
Herman is another one. _ , , » ‘

WL: Yes, I talked with both of them. Glenn died, you know.

good

ﬁ:,: Yes, that's a shame, for he was a . friend of mine. Great player,

WL: I talked to him over two years ago. He was in pretty good shape then,
out in Fresno, but months after that I had a letter from his son saying that

he had a stroke and they brought him back to Kansas to live near his son,
and that's where he died. |
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And I've talked two or three times with Babe Herman, and they're good possi-
bilities (for the Hall of Fame), And there are others like Arky Vaughan ...

AL: Arky Vaughan. I rode with him, A great player,

-

WL: Does the Veterans Committee have a restriction that they can only elect

(1]

two in one year?

AL: That's right,
WL: What do you think about that? _ A
AL: Well, I think it's a good idea. If you start getting too many in you're

going to cheapen the thing., It's quite an organization, and it should be &
very selective thing.

WL: If there is still a number of old-timers that are worthy and new ones
are constanti!.y_ becoming eltgi_ble as times moves on, it sort of tends to
squeeze out ‘..._. 7 - » B ‘

AL: You'd be su’rprivsed at a lot of people that you think, or a lqt 'of people
think, ought to be in, have peen voted on over therg and they didn't get in,
because you hav; to get a 273 majority of the votes., You'd be surprised at
how many. Those three fellows you mentioned. Their namés have been
supported but they didn't get the 2/3 majority. ‘You'd be surprised at how
many fellows go through the process. The thing that they try to do is to keep
the thing as exclusive as possible. And I'11 tell you about George Kell, who
got in last year. George was never mentioned, I think it was the first time
he was mentioned, and he was voted in right away, He was never sentioned
before. But we go through a 1list of all of the players that are eligible to
be in, and they try to select the two best nominees that they possibly can.
WL: Two more things. Now that Joe Cronin has died, have they selected &
new chairman for the Committee?

AL: Not yet. Not that I've he{ard of, I think they're probably going to
bring it up in the next meeting.

WL: You could very well be the guy.

AL: I hope not. Thatk's\z‘ too much work for me., I just want to relax and be
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one of the members,
WL: It seems tome I reﬁember that in several seasons the Vld»Timers Comxﬁtt.ee
has selected one player and one non-player, like Happy Chandler or somebody.
Some people say there ought to be a separate category for former managers
and executives and comissioners, etc., so that the Committee could choose
its two players every year, |
AL: Well, I think the rule is that you can choose two players and another
person such as an umpire or an official, | |
WL: This intirgues me, Al. In 1930 the whole National Leaguef,%,avex;aged out,
hit over ,300. I think six of the eight teams batted over .300, up to .319,
and if you averaged out everybody in the league - pitchers, pinch hitters,
utility players - they all averaged over ,300. And in this past season (198L)
it averaged out in the Nationa.l League to .255. That's a difference of about
50 points., There are several possible reasons for that, I guess, but what
would you think it is mestly? Is hitting for average a lost art? Like you
say, they swing &for the fen:es nowb and that's bound to reduce contact and
elevate the strike outs and everything. Or are today's pitchers that much
better, which I kind of doubt. But maybe the effectiveness of relief
pitching has accounted for it. or the expansion has lowered the quality
overall _in- the players. Or does the rise of other pro sports - football,
basketball, and all the other pro sports - which are taking a lot Qf the
athletes nowadays whereas that wasn't true in the '20s and '30s, does this
explain it? Got any thoughts on that? |
AL: Yes. I can tell you from my experience that in 1930 when I first came up,
we had a real good ball to hit at, and that's ‘the year that Bill Terry led the
league with 401, Babe Herman hit, I think, .393. And like you say, most of
clubs were good hitting teams, The following year ~ I think McGraw complained
a.bout the ball because he was playing in the Polo Grounds where the distance

down the lines was very short, I think 250 feet or something like that and
most anybody could hit & ball out - and McGraw complained that you couldn't
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manage & team with a ball so lively that it would?gzut of the ball park like
that., Anyway, in the National League they changed the ball considerably, they
deadened the ball a lot. It hurt, well, it hurt me. I hit .309 in '30 and I
went to .275 or something like that, It hurt Hack Wilson, who had hit 5L home
runs and drove in about 190 runs in either 129 or '30.

WLs 130,

AL: He went down, way down, and finally they got rid of him. Of cousse, he
hit the ball mostly to right center, but the ball had a lot to do with it.

I was talking with Bill Terry about this myself, about how I thought it
affected the hitting, and he said "Well, I still hit over .340." He and

Hafey and Bobtomlet finished practically in a tie, and Hafey won it by a
fraction of a point. But I said, "You forget that the year before you hit .01,
so you dropped about 60 poir'rbsﬁ." YO';I ~lknow, the .300 hitter went down to about
«270. And a lot of people would say "Look, you're not a ,300 hitter any more."
But that's getting away from it. The ball had a lot to do with it. But then
they started bri;ging the 1i;eliness back in the ball, and now I think the
ball is livelier than ever,

WL: I believe you're right.

AL: But getting back to what you were talking about, in those days we played
all day games. And the pitcher who started would have to pace himself like a
race horse th}ld have to pace himself to go a mile and a quarter or & mile

and an eighth, The pitcher wouldn't let out so much as they do today. Now
the nitchers go out at night, which helps the pitcher because it's cooler

and that's a great advantage for the pitcher. And again they! re big, strong
kids, théy throw hard, and they go out there for six or seven inniggs, and
today the big part of the game is the bullpen. You brought that up yourself, .
The bullpen has a lot to do with it. In those days we had some huys in the
bullpen, but they weren't especially bﬁllpen pitchers, They were guys who

would come in after the starter got in real trouble. A guy like Burleigh Grimes,
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he'd go out there and he'd beat you, 6-5 or 54 or 2-1. Whatever he had to
do, he did it. And Luque was the same way. And Dizzy Dean. They can't
tell me that there are any pitchers today that are greater than Dizzy Dean
or Carl Hubbell or Dazzy Vance or Walter Johnson. Those guys were great,
not that these guys are bad. They're great pitchers, but we had pitchers
Just as great in those days as they have now.

WL: All right. Could you name, and maybe even rank, the best half dozen
managers you saw in your playing days in the major leagues? |

AL: Iet me see, I can name you one fellow that I admired, that I thought
was the one who brought in more things like the hit-and-run and going to
the opposite field and stuff like that, and he was J ohh McGraw, He had
great success. I never played in the American League in those days, but I
played against John McGraw aﬁd I admired him very much, I thought he was a
great manager, He knew what he needed for his club to be a good club and
he went out and got it. In those days you could trade with the lower clubs -
Cincinnati, Philadelphia, and clubs like that.

WL: That's another drawback of the free agency and the long-term contracts
and guaranteed contracts that have reduced the ....

AL: T think the long-term contract hurts baseball, T really do. Anyway,
now going back to managers, I was fortunate enough that I played under five
managers and they're all in the Hall of Fame. I think Bouddreau is not

in the Hall as a manager, but I learned something from Lou, I played under him,

b § played under Casey Stengel twice, at Brooklyn and at Boston, and he's in

the Hall of Fame. Bill McKechnie was another one that I learned an awful lat

| from, and he 's in the Hall of Fame. Frank Frisch is in the Hall of Fame,

WL: He could be in either way; as player or manager. You played a little bit
£6r Wilbert Robinson.

AL: Well, he's in the Hall of Fame. I forgot him, I'M sorry, but he was my
first manager. He was a great guy to play for.

WL: Yep. There were some good ones, Were you with Cleveland as a coach in
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48?2

AL: No, I was more to try to help, McKechnie asked me to, he was a coach
there. |

WL: Your playing days ended in '47?

AL: Yeah, Then I went to manage Indianapolis in '48, 'L9, and 'S0,

WL: It seems to me that it was & sort of shame that Feller couldn't have won
a game in that '48 Series, that first game especially.

AL: Yeah, I saw that game, T was in Boston. It was a real fine ball game.
He got beat 1-0,

WL: Do you feel that Masi was out at seend base?

AL: Well, again, that's just one of those thig%s that it's hard to call from
the stands,

WL: Mel }_Iarder tells me that ;he's g&t photographs that prove it. .

AL: Yeah. I was in the stands and I saw it. And I knew the play, because I
had been with Cleveland the year before. They practiced that play and Feller
and Lemon both _c;uld pull t;};; play because they were quick and they knew the
play. It was a count play. They counted, you know, and then turned around
and wheeled and threw. I was looking for it and it happened, but I couldn't
call itwf‘rom the stands. _ | ,

WL: Well, even if he had been called out, you'd never know who would have
won the game eventually, In '54, when everybody thought that Cleveland with
~its great season record and great pitching and balanced ball club was going to
Win the World Series, and then they had that unhappy story of losing in four
straight, I figure it wouldn't have taken much for Cleveland to have won it.

AL: Well, I think we would have had & good chance if we had got that first

game. You éee, sports is funny. You get streaks where everything you do is

S

{

i right, In that year we won 111 ball games, it's a record right now. I don't

1

grecall that we lost more than two games in a row at any time through¥ the
: TOTE

. 15L games of the season. Everything we did was just going perfect. We beat:

f the Red Sox in Fernway Park eleven times. We played 13 games there and we won
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11 and lost 2. And they were & first division ball club, they finished Lth,
everything that we did was perfect., Then we went into the Series and it

looked like everything we did just went wrong. I think, looking back on it

now, that if we had started the Series in Cleveland we would have won the first two
ball games. Because Vic Wertz's ball would have been a home run, away out of the
ball park in Cleveland. Those things turn around, and we don't know. But the
Gients were a good ball club. They were a better bali club than you give them

credit for.

=

A short Series like that can turn on just a few things.

AL: That's right.

WL: Who could have figured that Dusty Rhodes would have that kind of a Series?
AL: It happens in every World Series, Every time you play in a Series you
see sdmebgdy that's nnexpécjt_,éd th#ti comes out and stars.

WL: Yeah. Pepper Martin in '31, In thev '59 Series, if Lollar had scored

on that drive in the 8th inning of the second game, the Sax would have had a
couple of men gh and nobod; out, do you think they could have gone on from

~ there? , |

AL: That was the turning point. Even if he hadn't scored he could have stayed
on third base, But I give the Los Angeles club cfedit. They made two perfect
?ejlays s and peopie dé_n't realize that, I forget who the boy was that was
playing left field for the Dodgers, he used to play for the Cardinals, bu.t‘

he got a real perfect bounce from the wall and relayed it to the shortstop.
Then the shortstop relayed it to the catcher on a perfect throw, and Lollar
i}as out easy. But even if he hadn't gone and stayed there;, we would have

had three men on and nobody out, And it might have been a different ball
game,

WL: And of course good old Sherm, great as hé was, was pretty slow on those
basds,

AL: He was a little bit slow.

WL: And he cut pretty wide arou;xd third base. I remember sitting in the stands
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one night. It was the $th inning of a tie game and Lollar was on first base
with two out and Billy Goodman was at bat. I said to a friend who was wi'l;h

me, "Boy, he's got to hit it to that longest spot in right center field for
Lollar to have any chance to score," Bf God, he hit it right there and
Lollar scored. Now, how frustrating was it to manage in Cleveland and
Chicago all those years from 'S51 on through '65 and finish second about ten
times, most of them behind the Ya.nkees?

AL: Well, it was no frustration. I was very fortunate. I had good people
to work for, and I had good ball players to play for me and they people I
got along with. And I think that's the main principle of a good ball club,

to have cooperation., Players that are satisfied, not complaining about

| everything, If you have people who really want to play the game and go out

and give you all they've got, .I thir:k that's the big part of it, Ahd I had

no frustration. I had winning ball clubs, good ball clubs to work with,

and I had good management too.

WL: That poi_nt&you make ab;ut players being satisfied and happy and playing
well together, I don't think that exists to the same degreé these days,

They're all Susiness men and ...

AL: Well, I think this is a very important part in any ball player. If you
can keep y_oﬁr players in the proper spirit to go out and win it, it means an
awful lot. And teams, it doesn't make any difference whether it's basebéll

or hasketball or football, you got to get everybody to give every effort

they can. I tried to stay away from that type of guys that were trouble-
makers or something like that,

WL: But it Just figures"that there can't be as much togetherness these days.,
They travel by plane rather than on the train, and they don'tpspend that much
time together. They play night games rather than day games, and I think there is ...
AL: I'11 tell you what they complain about. That they get tired., About going

from the Coast to Boston or something like that by plane. To me, if they had
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gone through what the older players Went through, going from St. Louis to New
York by train so that there would have to be an off day. And sleeping on those
hot trains in the summer time with no air conditioning. They would appreciate
the plane, The pl2ne is air conditioned, you sit there in a nice comfortable seat
that you can sleep in if you want to, and the girl brings you a beer or s soft -
drink or a cocktail, TIt's a lot easier than it used to be when we were playing.
WL: Oh, my, yes. I’ remember Dutch ‘I.eon,ard - I talked to him before he died -
and he told me that when he was playing with Washington for Clark Griffith,

they had those train rides with no air conditioning so that f,hey hearly died,
So they went to Griffith and said to him one time and said, "We'll pay for

the ice," They put ice inbig containers and blew air over it to cool things.
First they asked him why he didn't get air conditioning and Griffith said,
"Oh, .t;hat"_sj bad for players. 'E'ha.t'é %ad for the pitchers! arms. You'll get

& sore arm,"

AL: In St. Louls there was no air conditioning in the hotels. You cguld
hardly sleep. -

WLs Well; when they went to Griffith and said they would pé.y for the ice s

he said, "Well, that's a good idea," How would you compare Judge Landis

with the various commissioners who have followed him?

AL:s Well, again, it's just like trying to compare some of these fellows

with Babe Ruth. I think Landis was thfa greatest., I think he was the greatest
because he could afford to be that way. He didn't need the job. I'm just
quoting sokebody else, but T understand that one time there was an owner who
was complaining about the way he was handling things, and Landis just took

his contract and tore it up in front of them ané said, "If you're not satisfied
iwth the way I'm doing things, just get somebody else." And everybody voted
for him to sté.y. And that's the reason I think he was such a great man.

And he Wwas very conscientious in trying to keep away from trouble. He could ‘V

and '
foresee things coming/before they happened and he would call the player or the

owner and settle the thing before anything wrond would happen, which meant an
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awful lot.

WL: And furthermore, he was brought in in a time of deSperatioh, and he was
given powers that no commissioner since has had,

ALs Well; he did a lot for baseball. I have a lot of admiration for him.
WL: (The sotry of Glenn Wright unknowingly talking in the stands during
spring training with Al Capone s and Landis calling him in the next day to
forbid his talking with him again. )

AL: He could foresee things, I'll say that for him,

WL: Who was the best righthanded hitter you ever saw?

AL: Rogers Hornsby. o

WL: Everybody ‘says' that. How about the best lefthanded hitter?

AL: Well, tome I think that Ted Williams was as good as any. More compact
and madre of a swznger, But I've seen a 1ot of good ones, Paul Waner, not a
lot of power, but he was a great hitter, Williams was so much différent, so much
stronger, I've seen & lot of good ones. Bill Terry wae a great hitter.

(A1' sister-in-ldw announces That breakfast is ready).

WL: How about the best righthanded pitcher?

"AL: There were a lot of good ones. Dizzy Dean and Dazzy Vance, I saw a little
bit of Alexander when he Was about through, but he was a great one, And for
lefthaneers > I didn't plg.y_ against Grove but he was great, and so was Carl
Hubbell, _Thefe are so many that you could mention , I'm sorry to leave some
of them out,

WL: Let me just ask thwo or three more and then we'll pause for breakfast,
Who was the best base runmer you ever saw?

AL

s

Best base runner I ever saw,

WL

You didn't see Ty Co‘tgb?
AL: T saw him at the end. Max Carey I saw a little bit of. At that time Max
»Carey was the best in the National League. We didn't have that much speed

Kiki Cuyler was pretty good when he used to be with the Cubs, and I think he
was on his own. I think McCarthy let him run whenever he wanted to.
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WL: Was Luis Aparicio as good as Max Carey?

AL: Oh, Aparicio, I should think if him. Aparicio was great. We had.him

on his own. He used to do that., I thought you were talking about the ones I
played against,

WL: In a sense I was, How about the best outfielder?

AL: Terry Moore was great,

WL: Uh, huh, I talked with him too. Did you see Speaker?

AL: No, no.

WL: How about the best defensive playzx you ever sawiin baseball?

AL: Best defensive play. I think one of the bést ones I ever saw was a play
that Terry Moore made on me, I hit a blooper. I hit the ball on the handle

- With three men on in St. Louis and tWwo out, and he came in on the dead run and
Just dove at the ball with his;bare h;nd, and caught the ball barehanded. I
don't see how he held the ball bafehanded; but he made a tremendous play on it.
And I understand he used to make them like that practically every day.

WL: Speaking of barehanded, Charlie Grimm tells about ....

AL: He was great, I've seen him do that.

WL: (Story of Charlie catching pitcher's best pickoff throw barehanded).
Could you pick out any one game that you think was'the greatest game you ever
watched?

AL: One of the great games for us in Cleveland was when we played the Yankees
in Yankee Stadium. This was when the Yankees were a powerhouse and Reynolds
ﬁas pitching against us, He was one of the best in the league at that time,
He was pitching x= against us and they scored I think it was 7 runs in the
very first inning against either Wynn or.Lémon. We had to take him out real
quick in the first inning, and I started bringing in bullpen pitchers and
pinchhitting, and the first thing you know we're creeping up on 'em, and we.
finally ended up Eeating them in the 10th inning, 8-7; They didn't score a

run or get a base hit after the first inning, I think that was one of the

most outstanding games I can ever remember.
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WL: (Story of game when White Sox led Yankees sbout 6~0 one evening in
Comiskey, and Yankees kept chipping away and finally Mantle homered in the
9th with two on to win it).
WL: Who was the best umpife you ever saw?
AL: Bill Klem, » ‘
WL: Everybody says that too. And the best game you ever had?
AL: The best game I ever had I think was in the Polo Grounds, I think the
first game I played against the Giants., I think I got five for six that day.
We scored a lot of rums. »
WL: What would you call your greatest thrill in baseball, AL?
AL: That's a question that I get all the time_from__ld.ds that write to me
and want fo know about that, w?l'e.‘ni.l, I&ve had so many thrills, like becoming
a professional 't;_a.ll pq.ayer,f_' wf;e_n ‘Iﬂz;éﬁer thoughﬁ; I would be one. I played
ball in school and sandlot ball _a_round_Ybor City and was fortunate enough
(\ to be picked up by the local team here. I signed a contract when I was 16
iyears old. 3o gha.t was a ftt‘;rill for me, and then to be bought by Brooklyn,
a major league club, was another dream I never thought would happen. And
then to get to play in the majors, why I came home like I was driving & cloud or

something, Thebnly Tampa boy that ever played in the major leagues. And

then after that I played in All-Star games, managed in the World Series,
managed All-Star teams, and who could ask for any more thrills than that?

And after all of that happened, I became a Hall of Famer, which was another

e I e

big thrill,
WL: Yep, that tops it off,
AL: That's right,

WL: Waht was the best team you eires played on?

AL; Best team? I think I would have to say Brooklyn was the best team I
!
, played on. In 1930, We finished Lth but we were on top most of the year
i ..
|
\but at the end we got a couple of injuries. Johnny Frederick pulled &

'hamstring muscle and Rube Bressler broke & finger. That hurt us a lot.
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We were in bad shape after that.

WL: What was the best team you ever managed - the Cleveland 'S5k team?

AL: Well, again, they were both good teams (Cleveland 'Sk and Chicago '59),
I'1l say the Cleveland pitching staff was the best pitching staff I've ever

. Seen on any club., Chicago and Cleveland were entirely different types of

}bau clubs. One (Clevelsnd) was hard hitting, good pitching, power hitting,
f and Chicago was good pitching and speedy defense.
i WL: Do you remember any unusual, very funny, or strange plays that happened?
AL: You know, at the time it happened it didn't seem strange .....

WL Well, what was theifreatment that rookies got when you came up?

AL: It wasn't all that bad, you know. They talk about ... I didn't expect
anything different from what Tigot. I knew that T wasn't going to be welcomed,
especially by the one whose position I ... But they treated me nicely,as nice
as they could, Nobody was bad. I think almost everybody goes through that
same procedure until you became one of the regular guys.

WL: 1930 was not only the best team you may have played on but statistic-wise
it was your best season too. _ _

AL: Tt was my best season in the major leagues. I hit .309 that year.

WL: And you had some great teammates there. ¥ou had 0ld Bobo Newson Jjust coming up at
the same time, H
AL: Bobo belonged to Brooklyn at the same time that Mungo care up, We had some
good young pitchers from around that same area as Boﬁo and Mungo came from, |
We had three or four of them.,

WL: How was Lefty 0'Doul?

AL: TLefty was one of the smartest hitters I ever saw, He was a great hitter

L)

and a real smart hitter, He could figure things out pretty good,

£

And Hack Wilson was on his way down when you saw him,
AL: Hack was with us a couple of years. A great guy. Like you say, he was on

his way down. The ball was not as lively as it was when he ... I think that hurt him,
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More than any other one particular ball player,
WL: TYeah, that's possible. You played with & lot of great names in the different

places where you went. No questiop about that. And in Pittsburgh you saw
Rip Sewell,
AL: Yeah. I caupht Rip Sewell, about seven years,

WL: Was he throwing his blooper ball then?

\ AL: Yeah, he came with that thing., He said he got the idea in the bullpen.
He was in the bullpen and he would be warming up and finally the last ball he

- would throw me he would lob it. And I think that was the start of it.

WL: The faci:t_:.‘_ghat he could do so that it would come down over the plate for a

strike was ...

" AL: That was the amazing part of it, It was Just a lob ball but he had such

good control. - 5
WL: When you had Larry Doby (in Cleveland) I guess he was a pretty good hitter,
ALz That should have been. He was a good ball player but he should have been
(better yet. He ﬁas a fine ball player. But I think that Larry had so much
'pride in himself that he wanted to do better than what he did. And he fought
" ihimselt‘ an awful lot. He was his worst enemy. But he was a real good ball
}player on & good ball club. ~We had a good ball club there at Cleveland. And
g e helped us an awful lot, and it's s shame, because he could have been better
1F he didntt fight himselff the way he did.
WL: After he came over to Chica_.go I saw a doubleheader there one Sunday
afternoon against the Yankees, whom we all hated vigorously, and in each game
in the first inning he came up with two men on and bashed a home run and it was
all over in both games, o
AL: He had power. He had everything. He was a very proud man, Larry was, é.nd
his feelings were hurt very easily, And he tried so hard, I think he'tried tbo »
hard. And I think he hurt himself by doing so.

WL: How about Minnie Minoso?
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AL: Minnie was a great guy on the club. Everybody liked him and he was &

good hustling ball player, played every day, hurt or not. He just played

and he was a good ball player on a good club,

WL: Billy Pierce?

AL: Great pitcher. Real nice guy, I wish, you know, I had some great guys but

I wished T had 25 guys to manage like Billy Pierc_:e. He didn't drink, didn't smoke,
you didn't have to worry about a thing about him.

WL: Gerry Staley, do you think that he, if he were like he was then, would be

a good relief pitcher today, or have they advanced in that?

AL: No, he'd be a good relief pitcher. Gerry had a real good sinker ball that....
it really sunk a lot, and he made you hit that ball on the‘ground.

WL: Then you had Juan Pizarro for a while,

AL: Juan Pizarro., Juan wé,s :.nothé; guy like larry, had tremendous ability

and was a moody fellow. You know, well, he had one thing against him - he didn't
speak the language too well, although he got to know it pretty gobd in time,

But he had tremendous abili't:y and should have been a lot better than what he was,
He pitched good for me, He had twg;gggge;ears for me.

WL: And Gary Peters came up while you were there.

AL: Gary camezup & great guy and pitched good ball for me.

WL: Joe Horlen too.

AL: Yes, Joe Horlen. . ‘ _

Wi.: Did ybu expect John Romano to be a better catcher than he turned out to be?
AL: John should have been better. He was & little bit on the lackadaisieal
side. Nonchalant side, And if he had been just a little bit more aggressive

I think he would have been a real fine catcher, Good hitter, Power,

WL: And Tommy John also came along., . | '

AL: Tonmy John did & good job for us. - T think Tommy John should thank Ray
Berres » for Ray was the one who really hélped Tommy John an awful lot,

WL: How about old Bill Veeck?
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AL: Bill Veeck is a good friend, a great guy, and I wish he was back in
baseball, |

WL: Yeah, I think many people do. Now, since you quit managing in 69,
what have you been up to mostly? Just enjoying life down here ....

AL: Just enjoying life and playing golf as often as I can. I play four
or five times a week,

WL: Can't beat that,

AL: Nope.
WL: Al, I thank you very much for chatting with me and I hope you have

a lot more chances to play a lot more golf, and see & lot more baseball
games, |
AL; I thank you very much,

WL: My pleasure.



